"THE CROUND OF THE ANCESTORS™

A HISTORY OF GOROKA

by Peter M. Munster

PART I: FOUNDATIONS

"A European resident in the area
has a very settling effect on
the ambient natives."

Patrol Officer C.R. Croft,
17th November, 1937,

Goroka, 1973
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"Chief" Wilowilo of Naminamiroka, photographed by
Georg Hofmann early in 1936.
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SOURCES AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

In writing a history of thes foundations of Goroka,
a major difficulty for the historian is that much of the
written material wpich would throw light on the early years
of contact was destroyed during the Japanese invasion of New
Guinea., Records held at Rabaul, Madang, Lae and Salamaua .
were nearly all destroyed in the bombing which preceded the
capture of these administrative centres, or were hastily
burnt by government officials who were anxious that no documents
should fall into Japanese hands.,

_ However a few records did survive, providing
invaluable sources of information which help to put into
perspective the remembered events and oral traditions of
numerous informants who witnessed or took an active part in
these early contacts. Among these documents are Mr, J, L,
Taylor's report of the 1933 Mt, Hagen Patrol and Mr. John
Black's réport of his 1934 patrol through the Bena Bena -
Asaro area, There is also a surviving copy of Mr. Charles
Bates! 1933 patrol from Kainantu to Bena Bena, held by the
Department of External Territories, Canberra, but this has o

-~
T+ as far as can be ascertained,

not yet been seen by the author,
all government records of patrols in 1935 and 1936 have been
lost, which is unfortunate as it was in 1936 that Mr, Jim
Taylor re—opened the patrol post at Bena Bena and pacification
of the Asaro Valley peoples was systematically begun, Houwever

a set of Kainantu patrol reports, covering the period 1937

to 1941, did survive the War and were discovered in the Kainantu
Sub-district Office as recently as 1965, Of particular interest
are reports referring to the Bena Bena - Asaro area which

were written in 1937 by patrol officers T.G. (Tommy) Aitchison,

Cedric Croft and N.C. (Pompey) Elliott.

1. Bates, C.: Patrol Report 25 of 1933, District of
Morobe. Departmsnt of External Territories
archives, Canberra,
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Reports in the Kainantu file wrltten after 1937
deal almost exclusively with the Kainantu area, with only

" incidental references to Bena Bena{and Goroka, One reason

for this is that at about this time Bena Bena achicved
independent status as a patrol post and the staff there were
no longer responsible to the officer at Kainantu., Until July
1937, the central Wighlands as far west as Chimbu were
administered as part of the Morobe District, with headquarters
at Salamaua. This put Kainantu in a pre-eminent pasition

as far as lines of communication were concerned, and the
senior officer in charge was based there. Thus a junior office
officer such as A.P.0, 'Pompey! Elliott made his reports

from Bena Bena to the "Officer in Charge, Ramu", who at

that time was Patrol Officer 'Tommy! Aitchison.'®

However, at the end of July, 1937, the boundaries
were re-drawn, the eastern highlands area becoming part of
the Madang District. The alteration is noted in the 1937-38
Annual Report to the Leaqgue of Nations: '

"The effect of the amendment is to
include the Kainentu (Ramu), Finintegu,
Bena Bena and Chimbu posts in the
Madang District. An aerial service
has besn established between these2
places and district headquarters.,"“*

Thus at the stroke of a pen Bena Bena became closer to the
administrative headﬁdarters than Kainantu, and thereafter

it is possible to trace a change of emphasis in the relative
importance of the two centres, The officers at Bena Bena

in 1938, N.C. Elliot and N.D. 'Sam! ficWilliam, undoubtedly
submitted patrol reports during this period, but as none

are in the Kainantu file it can be assumed they reported
directly to the District Officer in Madang,

There is a second reason for this absence of post-

1937 Bena Bena reports in the Kainantu file, It is axplalned
by Patrol Officer Cedric Croft in his report of 17th Novembergs

i
|
I

i .
1. Elliott, N.C,: Patrol Report B, 37/38, 20th July,
1937 (Kainantu Flle !

2% 1937-38 Report to the Council of the Leaque OF Natlons on

the Administration of the Territory of New Guinea, p.24.
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¥The policy has been for the Gafuku area

* to be patrolled from RAMU uwhile the
Bena Bena officer at such times patrols
the Gadsup arama ngar Ramu., This is
considered unngcessary and a waste of
time in travelltng and lacking in con-
tipuity of contact; a very necessary
precedure., In fyture the GAFUKU area
will be patrollgg from Bena Bena Post 1
and all Gadsup area patrols from Ramu,"'®

The records kept at Bena Beha have disappeared,
Presymably they met a similar fate to that of the copies
held in the District Office at Madapg. Whether they were
destroyed in the heavy Japgnese bombing raids of June, 1943,
or met a less spectacular end through axposure to rats
and the weather, is a moa§ point,

Two voiumes of A.N;C.A.U. patrol reports of the
Bena Bena ~ Goroka area; whigh date from eariy 1944, are
held in the National Ardhivas; Port Moresby * and these give
a very detailed account of the activities of A:N.G:A:U. after
the withdrawal of Australian and American military combat
forces from the area., ANGAU's major task during 1944 and
1945 was the rehabilitation of the native people after
the disruptive and oftqn traumatic war experiences of 1942 and
1943, So much then fom tha surviving official government
records, Of equal importance are the records of private
individuals and the Missions,

Pre—-eminent .among the documentafy sources of private
individuals are those of Mr. Michael Je. Leahy. From his
first prospecting journey into the Asaro Valley in November,
1930 until the epoch~making Wahgi Valley - mt, Hagen Patrol
with Mr, Jim Taylor in 1933, Mr. Leshy kept very detailed
records of his work, many of which refer to the Bena Bena

' = Goroka area, His collectlon of diaries and photographs
are now preserved in the National Library, Canberra.

Many of Mr. Leahy's exgeriences are also recorded in the
book 'The Land Which Pime Forgot', which he wrote in

—

Te Croft, C.R.,: Patrol Report No. M. 37/38, 17th
: November, 1937,
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collaboration with Maurice Crain.1‘

The records of the Lutheran Mission are also

| quite extensive and informative. Early mission conference
¢ . minutes relating to Bena Bena and the Asaro Valley are

, held at Lutheran Church headquarters in Lae, and various
:aiaries and reports have been preserved in the Lutheran

e

| ;+ Neuendettelsau Mission's Archives at Neuendettelsau in

o,

| .7 West Germany,

Interesting reminiscences of the Seventh Day
Adventist mission at Sigoiya have been provided by the
‘widow of the pioneer missionary, Mrs. S,H. Gander, Records
g of Sigciya may be held by the Seventh Day Adventist Church
in Rustralia, but S.D.A. missionaries in Goarcka are not

sure of their existence. Further enquiries will need to
be made,

Published works based on primary source material
include Ian Willis's article 'Who Was First? The First
White Man into the New Cuinea Highlands,‘z' Robin Radford's
"Missionaries, Miners and Administrators in the Eastern
Highlands tg 1932"3’, David Dexter's chapter on the Bena
Force in his war history 'The New Guinea Uffensives'4°,

and Jim Sinclair's succinct account of the pre-war period
in 'The Highlanders',2 '

; Diana Houlett's unpublished Fh,D, thesis, 'A

% Decade of Change in the Goroka Valley, New Guincat', has

a useful chapter on '"Pioneers, Prospectors and Patrols!,
although there are some gaps in the narrative as far as

Bena Bena and Goroka are concerned. - I am, however, indebted
to Dr. Howlett for the guide;ines this chapter provides,

T S

14 Leahy, M,J, and Crain, M,: !'The Lan | That Tinmo Fcrgot --
Adventures and Discovarics in New GuineaT,
(Funk & Wagnalls Company. New York, 1937,)

g 2. Willis, T.:  'Who Was First?', Journsl of the Papua
}i : New Guiizg Society, VoI 3, fNo, 1, 1969,

3. Radford, R,: Missionaries, Miners anc Acministrators
in _the Fastern Highland:, Journal of the
$ Papua New Guinea Society, Vol, &, No. 2, 15792,

4y Dexter, D,: The New Guinea Offensivas (Australian

-

War Memorial, Canborra, 1961.)
5ig Sinclair, J.P.:The Highlanders (Jacarania, fiiltun,

Juecnsland, 1971.)




T AR

? (v)

and it is in no sense of criticism that I attempt to fill
in the gaps that she was unable to cover. A more recent
research scholar in the Goroka Valley is anthrcpolegist
and agricultural economist Dr, Fritz von Fleckenstein., He
and his wife, Ruth, were most generous with their help and

made relevant sections of their notes available to me.

The writing of this history would not have been
possible without the assistance of three outstanding pioneers
of the early contact perioﬁ - namely, Mr, Jim Tayler, Mr,
Mick Leahy and Mr. John Black, all of whom were leading
ﬁarticipants in the events described, They have been un-
sparing in the time they have set aside for interviews and
conversations, and in the information and suggestions they
have offered, both verbally and in correspondence.

It has also been possible to see the early events
from a New Guinean point of view, due to the very vivid '
reminiscences provided by retired Sergeant-fajor Ubom Mawasan, I
Mr. Bepi Moha, Pastor Akiro Tanggarao, retired Sergeant !
Enka and Luluais Gopie of Kama, Hanimo of Faniufa and :
Gelepetamelauho of Seigu. Other local leaders who gave l
information include Mr. Soso Subi and Mr. Ai-Ac of Asariufa,

Mr. Osiso Negi, Mr. Papazo Zawo, Mr. Aidameso Sikiriha and
retired police constables Sare Tate and Paliu. I also

wish to express my appreciation to the Rev. Johannes flierl,

the Rev. Ralph Goldhardt, Mrs., S.H. Gander, Mr. Jim Leahy,

Mr. Horrie Niall, Mr. Ian Downs, Mr, L,G.R. Kyngdon, Mr, William
Sippo and Mr, Tom Leabeater, all of whom have generously
supplied personal reminiscences of pre-1950 events in the
Goroka area,

There are others who did not participate in this
early history but are'none the less interested in seeing it
recorded and have given me much-assistance .and-encouragement,
Foremost among these I wish to acknowledge the help\aPﬂmLk
Max Orken, Senior Land Titles Commissioner at Goroka. Mr.\\\‘n
Orken has a wealth of experience in the figld of land tenure

—

in New Guinea, gathered cver a peribd of more than 36 years
of service in this country. Mr, Rick Giddings and Mr, John
Fowke of the Lands Section, Department of the Chief Minister,
Goroka, have also assisted me greatly, sparing no effort
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in their search for old land purchase files which have been
important to this study, District Commissioner, Mr, Jim
Sinclair,'who kindly supported my application for access

; to the archival material, has also been most generous with
f his information and suggestions, derived from his own very
extensive researches into the early contact history of the
ﬂ Highlands,

For Lutheran Mission records and photographs, in
addition to the help received from thc Rev. Johannes Flierl,
I must include a note of very warm appreciation to Mrs.
Frieda Helbig, who is in charge of the Lutheran archives
in Lee. Mrs, Helbig has gone to a great deal of trouble to
2 locate photographs in the-possession of members of the
Helbig and Hofmann families in Australia, and she has also

translated from the German, early conference minutes dealing
with Asaroka.

Mrs, S.H. Gander's reminiscences and photographs
relating to the S.D.A., Mission at Sigoiya are an invaluable
source of information, and I am most grateful to her for
é* them.. Mention of photographs prompts a note of appreciation
; to Mr. Jim Taylor and Mr., Jim Leahy, in addition to those
already mentioned, for their very genefous loan of photographs
for copying and for permission to use them in this history,
Other photographs of Goroka, which I hope to use in later
chapters, have been provided by Mrs, Nell Greathead, fir,
Robert Cleland and Superintendent Bill Burns, and Mr. Mick
Leahy has kindly offered to make available some prints from
his superb collection,
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For technical assistance and facilities I am mosé grateful

. tc Mr, Mike Davis and his staff of the Goroka Teachers!
College Educational Materials Centre, Mr. John Bone and Mr.
John Murray of the Goroka Teachers College Manual Arts
Department, and Mr. Terry Gleeson, Qouncil Clerk, Goroka,
not forgetting the sterling work of my wife who typed and
duplicated the manuscript.

A list of those who helped would not be complete
without the inclusion of Goroka Teachers! College students,
who shared my enthusiasm for tracking douwn information about
di Goroka's origins and the 'taim bipo!, and who accompanied

me on many weekend quests among the villages which surround
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INTRODUCTION:

o On November 7th, 1930, gold prospectors Michael

Léahy and Michael Dwyer became the first Europeans to enter

the Asaro Valley, uwhere they were greeted apprehehsively

by the local people as ancestors who had returned from the
dead. As they explored the gravelly banks and beds of numerous
fast-flowing tributaries of the river which they called
Garfuku, they had no idea that a broad terraca1' to which

one of these cresks led would, in a few swift decades, become
the centre of a thriving Highlands town, with a population
rapidly rising to the 10,000 mark. |

TR
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The establishment of a toun on thi location, is,
from an historical point of view, somewhat remarkable,
Goroka was not one of the original Highlands patrol posts,
nor was it a mission station, a trading centre, a road or
river junction, nor even, in the days of initial European
contact, a staging post on the route to the west, It cannot
attribute its foundation to gold discoveries - on the contrary,
it probably ouwes its! existence to the fact that gold was not
found in sighificant quantities in the Central Highlands.
Had the Leahy brothers been successful in their prospecting
around the Bena Bena airstrip, some 8 miles to the east of
Goroka, and the Ney Guinea Gdldfields Company had begun dredging
in the Bena-Asaro area, then in all probability Bena Bena,
and not Goroka, would have become the urban centre serving
this part of the Highlands., '

At first sight it does seem curious that Goroka
should eclipse at least four other patrol posts with potential
for urban growth, which were established up to a decade before
Goroka was even considered as an administrativevcentre.
Kainantu was opened by James L, Taylor as the Upper Ramu
Patrol Post in'Dctober,'1§32, and he followed this initiative
by opening the Bena Bena Post beside the Leahy brothers!
airstrip early in 1933, After the murder of prospector
Captain Bernard McGrath at Finintegu, near Henganofi, in

‘February, 1934, John Black established the Finintegu Patrol
Post. 1In March, 1935, A.D.0. Alan Roberts opened the Chimbu

’

[

1." More accurately described by DOr. Diana Houwlett as "p

: dissetted alluvial fan against the foothills of the X
Cismark Mountainc™, 54 her Ph.D. dissertation 'Decade
of Change in the Goroksa Valley, New Guinea! (1962) :

i = LY
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(Kundiawa) Post, following the deaths. the previous Christmas

of Catholic missionaries Father Karl Morschheuser and Brother
Eugene Frank, From an administrative point of vieuw, the eastern
half of the Central Highlands was strategically covered by

1936, with permanent posts at Kainantu, Finintequ, Bena Bena

and Kundiawa. {(Bena Bena was temporarily closed in 1934,

but Jim Taylor re-opened it in 1936.)1' In theory, any one

of these patrol posts might have developed into a major urban

centre, but, in fact, Goroka, the late starter, out-ran them
2
all,”*

Geographer Diana Howlett has pointed out that New
Guinea towns "rarsly develop out of government static unless
there is scope for private enterprise."z' The story of Goroka's
spectacular growth after 1950 is. very much bound up with
.commercial and agricultural development and a rnajor part

of a study of its! history must be concerned with this relationshi;

between government and private enterprise. However, before
such a study can be attempted it is necessary to examine in
some detail the events in the two decadss 1930 to 1950, which

is the key period for the establishment of the touwn. To
understand how Goroka

emerged from an obscure, ancestral
ground of opsen tribal grassland, infrequently visited by
government or mission patrols, to become, in 1946, the major
administrative centre for the whole of the central highlands,

some acquaintance with events during this period of intermittent

contact is required,

Chapter 14' of this Section traces the oral and

recorded history of the seven Gahuku-speaking tribes and-

Personal communication with Mr. Taylor, 25th June, 1973,

It is true that Kainantu and Kundiawa are still vcry
much in the race, and Kainantu's prospects for growth
look particularly promising in view of the Ramu Hydro-

Electricity Project and associated developments in the
area.

D. Howlett, op. cit., chapter xi.

The chapter submitted for the M

aster of Arts Qualifying
Course, University of Papua

New Guineasa.
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clans from whom the Goroka town land was purchased in 1948,
Chapter 2 deals more generally with the story of European
contact in the Bena Bena - Goroka area, up to the invasion

of New Guinea by the Japanese in 1942, Chapter 3 covers events
in the area during the War years, and the re-establishment of
civil administration in the latter part.of that decade,

There is no doubt that developments at Goroka during the War
were largely responsible for its! choice as the administrative
headquarters of the Central Highlands District in the post-War
years. However, there are other factors involved, not least
being the relationships which developed in the early years of
contact between the local people and the representatives of
the new order. It is these contacts which form the basis for
the first two chapters. Summing up the outcome of two decades

of contact in the Highlands, Jim Taylor in 1947 made the claim
that:

"One of the first things that strikes

the visitor to those parts is the friendliness
of the Native people. That has come

about, I think, partly by their ouwn

inherent personalities, and then again

by our attitude towards them which, right

from the beginning, has been one in which

we endeavour to treat them as equals as

far as possible,"

Without such a climate of mutual respect the establishment

of Goroka may have been difficult to achieve. New Guinea
villagers do not readily give up 'the ground of the ancestors!
to strangers, not, that is, unless the strangers are able to
win something of the respect that was accorded the ancestors.

R e - - R
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CHAPTER 1

"THE _AMBIENT NATIVES"

The temptation to assume, however tacitly, that all

New Guinea history began with the advent of the white man,
is particularly hard to resist when researching the history
of a town. Urbanisation is an asbect of New Guinea's history
. very closely bound up with European settlement, When most

other vestiges of Australian colonialism have been swept avay,

the towns will remain, a living memorial to the enterprise,

or the folly (depending on one's view~point) of the Australian

way of life, It was possible for Canon Ian Stuart to write

a most comprehensive history of Port Moresby without making
~more than a passing reference to the original land-owners,

the Motuan and Koitabu villagers, The residents of Goroka

-have possibly been forced to pay more attention to their village
neighbours, if only because the town is a much smaller urban

x'island‘ in a fairly densely-populated rural 'sea' and Gahuku
'haus .lines', particularly those belonging to the Asariufa,
Komiufa and Kama groups, are but a stone's throw from

_ urban streets and dwellings. Also, many expatriates in Goroka

have read Kenneth Read's1’ lyrical account of the Nagamidzuha

- people of Susuroka village, which is an easy walk from the

town's western boundary. However, only a handful of town
dwellers speak the local language, which Read called 'Gahuku-Gama?
In 'The High Valley', Read writes of 'twelve named

which made up the 4000 people living in the central

portion of the Asaro Valley, twelve tribes who spoke the same
language and observed the same customs,

tribes!

The seven groups from
whom urban Goroka was purchased in 1948 belonged to this

1. Read, K.E, : The High Valley

(George Allen and Unuin,
London, 1965)

19




ambient population of Gahuku-Gama speaking people,

In the original purchase document!® these groups
are described as 'villages' and there are ten named 'vendors!
who are 'natives of the said villages'. But the cwnership
of Goroka was not as simple as the document implies, The
ten 'vendors! yere government~chosen luluais who represented
the seven 'villages!', Moreover, these 'villages' were more
than simple 'house-line! communities, Some cculd be classified
as tribes, others clans or sub-clans, Reédz' defines a tribe
as a group "whose members had a rather vague belief in a ,
common origin and recognised rights within delimited territories".
He adds that "these tribes had no central organization, no
hierarchy of chiefs or other officials, nor anything easily
recognised as a system of government. Each contained a number
of smaller named units, clans and sub-clans in which membership

was reckoned through descent in the male line of an individual's
ancestry",

In an earlier paper published in 1954,%" Read is
somewhat more specific in his classification of the Gahuku-
speéking groups. He concedes that they had much ih commoen
with the peoples who surrounded them, in language, culture and
organized sacial life:

"The whole of the Goroka Valley may be
regarded as a single culture area which
includes not only the Gahuku=Gama but

alsc the Juha=-Jufa, Goha'na, Kabi juha,

the Asaro and the nearer Bena-Bena peaples
as well as several smaller groups." (p.35)

T Goroka 'Transfer of Land' Document UAL 5 (NS) dated 19 October
1948, and registered on 20 Jan 1849, District Office Files, Gka.

2. The High Valley, p.33.

3 Read, K.E,: Cultures of the Central Highlands, New
Luinea, pp34-37. Reprint from "Southuwes .
Journal of Anthropology, Vol, 10, No, 1
Spring, 1954, (University of Ney Mexicn
Press, Albuquerque.)
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However, it is in the differences with these other

groups that the Gahuku-Gama tribes recognise their common

identity., Read explains that "The nature of this unify
is not emboidied in any territorial identity, nor in any
political unity; but it emerges only through the inter-
penetrating spheres of language, culture and organized
social life"., (pp 34-5) In this article he distinguishes
between tribes and sub-tribes, but while naming the

latter he is less specific about the former, Thus it is

not always easy to define the status of the original land-owning-

groups in Goroka.

Among the sub-tribes Read identifies the Gahukd,
the Nagamidzuha, the Asarodzuha, the Gama (Kama), the
Uheto (Ufeto), the Notohana (Notofana) and the Seu've .
(Seigu). He suggests that where two sub-tribes, such as
Gama and Nagamidzuha "acknowledge an inclusive identity,
nd both are opposed to the sub-tribes Uheto, Gahuku and
Notdhana" (p38), then the allied sub-tribes form a tribe,
As is pointed out later in the article

a

AT "The tribe is the largest group within
" which warfare'* is forbidden, 1Its!
members speak of themselves as "one kind"

or "one people" (ha'makokevenone),
and they recognise a common name which
is usually a compound formed from the

names of two principal sub-tribes," (p39)

Within the sub-tribes there are clans and sub~-clans.

Thus the Kama sub-tribe has four clans and the Nagamidzuha

has two, The four Kama clans are Zagomazuha, Gepahina,

Gomeguveh and Gehamozuha.z' The two Nagamidzuha clans are

1 It is important to distinguish here between 'rova’',
that is, warfare proper, and 'hina', which is small--scale
internal feuding, is temporary in duration and is usually
settled amicably by the disputing parties. '

25 Information from anthropologist Dr., Fritz von
Fleckenstein, currently working in the Goroka area,

g 1o ey 3
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Ozahadzuha and Menihavove.1‘

However, by the time Read came to write 'The High
Valley!' in 1965, he appears to have revised his terminology..
The groups which in 1954 he called sub-tribes are now tribes,
and the two-tribe alliance units are not given any particular
name. This apparent lack of precision in terminology is
conceded by another anthropologist, Dr. Lewis Langness,
Writing about the Bena Bena Korofeigu community, who live
some 18 miles south-east of Goroka, he says:

"Korofeigu, the unit I originally called

a tribe, is apparently similar to what
Berndt has called a district (1962),
Newman a phratry (1965), Read a sub-tribe
(1952), Watson a local group (196%),

and Glasse a clan~parish (1969)."“°

Probably 'Mick! Read found it difficult to maintain
his origiral concept of tribe on the basis of the alliances
vhich existed between groups, because it was possible for
former enemies to become good friends, as was the case when
the Nagamidzuha were invited back to their lands by the
Gehamo, who had previously driven them away.s‘ Diana Howlett
escapes this difficulty by describing the two-tribe
alliance as a confederacy, and divides tribéa into clans,
sub-clans and patrilineages. Clan members usually reside
together in one village and number from 4100 to 300 people.4

Concerning the guestion. of status of the original
Goroka land-ouners, it is unlikely that any of the groups
mentioned in the Purchase Document were tribes in Read's

1 Read, K.E.: The High Valley, p.35

2, Léngness, Lat Bena Bena Political Organization in
Berndt, R.M. & Lawrence, P.: "holitics in New Guinea"
(University of Western Australia Press, 1971) P.299

e Read, p.36.

4, D.m, Houwlett, Unpublished Ph.D. thesis pp.45 & 49
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~ wider sense of a confederacy. But some of the seven groups
could quite properly be called tribes in his revised (1965)
terminology. The four most easily recognised are the
Okiufa (Ukudzuha), the Asariufa (Asarodzuha), the Kama (Gama)
and the Seigu (Seu've). The complete list of "villages"

mentioned in the document is as follows:-

Okeyufa
Asarayufa
Komiyufa
Karma
Ifaniyufa
Segu
Karmiveh

The status of Komiufa, Faniufa and Karmiveh is less clear,

as Read does not name them specifically,. However, Komiufa
originally had close ties with the Kaveve people, whom Read
identifies as a tribe (Gaveve). Faniufa (Ifaniyufa) and Kami
(Karmiveh) are linked closely with Seigu, and all three groups
shars a common ancestor. For convenience Read probably
grouped them togeiher under the common tribal name Seu've,

In Gahuku 've' or 'veh' means 'people'.1'

All seven groups gave up land to the Administration
for the town of Goroka. In the 1948 transfer they surrendered
an area of 254 hectares, for which they received a cash
amount of ¢1,270, "equal to £5 per hectare.”z' It is important
to knouw something of the history of these seven 'vendors!
as a basis for the study of the origins of the touwn,

OKIUFA: In his 1954 article Read mentions the Ukudzuha group

T1s K.E. Read: Cultures of the Central Highlands, New Guinea
see pp 34 - 43, especially maps on pp, 37 and 41

Z Transfer document U.A.L, 5 (N.S), Registered 26th. January,
1949 - Goroka District Office Land Files.
It was discovered in 1951 that the distance along some
boundaries had been over-estimated, and the total arca
was less than 254 hectares, Wisely, the Administration
made no attempt to recover the amount of money over-paid,
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Aidameso Sekiriha of the Okiufa hamlet of Aketauka, Goroka,
September 1973, Aidameso and his cousin Papazo Zawo witnessed
the arrival of the first Europeans in the early 1930s.

LAB M|
o,

Papazo Zawo of Aketauka hamlet, Okiufa, September 1973,

Lulual Celepatamelauho of Seigu, centre, with other old
Seigu men, photographed September 1973,

(Photos by the author)
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and places them on his sketch map Ts in about the position

where Okiufa haus-lines are now situated. The suffixes

o Ry A

'zuha' or 'yufa' are the same, and mean 'group!, At the time
of initial European contact there was an Okiufa haus-line
along the north side of Humilaveka terrace, on which Goroka
Teachers' College is nouw situated. Two old Okiufa men inter-

viewed at Aketauka hamlet have only vague knowledge of their
origins,

A
2
¥
3
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but claim that Humilaveka was the site of the first
Okiufa settlement, "the ground of the ancestors,"?*

Asariufa informants, who live on the north-western boundary of

the town and have close kinship ties with Okiufa, say that
their common ancestors lived in the Bismarck ranges to the
‘north of Okiufa, below Mount Otto,S*

The two Aketauka informants claim that their first

contact with a European occurred before Mr. Jim Taylor's

arrival in 1933.4° He was a gold prospector and he came from

the direction of Bena Bena with a line of native 'police' (

probably
carriers or labourers)., The people thought they were the
spirits of their ancestors and were frightened, The Seigu
people called to Okiufa from Mr. Sitani (Gardnazova Spur): M"Here
come the spirits, Be prepared to welcome them." The white

man had a dish and he used it to look for gold in the creeks,
He also had a gun, but he did not demonstrate its use. The
first night he and his men slept down near the Zokozoi'Riverﬁ

close to the present site of the mat-mat (cemetery). The

next day they moved on up the Asaro to Wanima and Kabiufa.
Papazo and Aidameso, the two Aketauka informants,

claim to \
have witnessed these events,

It would be convenient to be able to identify

1. Figure 4, p37.

R Interview at Aketauka on 3
Zawo and Aidameso Sekiriha
65 years old (see photo/’

1st August, 1973, with Papazo
s whom I estimate. to_he_about .. . —— ..

Sa See notes on Asariufa, below,

4, Events in the Goroka area are usually described as 'bipo
Jim Taylor' or 'bihain Jim Taylor', He first set foot
in the Asaro Valley at the beginning of 1933,
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these early visitors with the prospecting journey of Mick
Leahy and Mick Dwyer in November, 1930,

LI RPR AT

But Papazo and
Aidameso are most ' insistent that there uwas only one white man.

They did not learn his name, which would suggest that he never
returned.

Any one of half a dozen gold prospectors working

in the Kainantu, Finintegu and Bena Bena areas between 1930

and 1934 could have made an unpublicised prospecting'trip

: to the Asaro during that time., As uncontrolled area permits

were issued for specified regions, a prospector would be

unlikely to report a visit to an area not covered by his permit, .
When A.P.0. John Black inspected the camp of prospector W, Swindell
near Finintegu on October 24th, 1934, he reported to his

superiors that "everything very satisfactory, except that his

uncontrolled area permit is endorsed
"Purarit,nle

RS e S TR R e

'"Upper Ramu' and not

Alternatively, it could have been someone employed
by the New Guinea Goldfields Company,
to stake out leases in both the Bena B
in late 1932,

which received permission

ena and Asaro Valleys
Two surveyors, C.W. Marshall and K.,L, Spinks,

carried out this work, assisted by Mick Leahy.z’ It is also

possible that when the Okiufa informants speak of the time

before Taylcr they are not referring to his 1933 Patrols t

hrough
the Asaro,

but rather to his presence at Bena Bena in 1936,

when he Te-opened the post there. He would have become much

better known to the Asaro Valley peoples in 1936 than he was

in 1933, Conceding this as a possibility the mast likely

candidate would be prospector.E.m. Peacock, who was working

in the Bena Bena area in 1934, John Black visited him at his
mining camp on September 13th, 1934, and Peacock told him "he
would shortly be evacuating his present claim and moving his

camp to the Dunantina River,">* It is more than likely that

he tcok the opportunity to examine the Asaro River and its

1. J.R., Black: Progress and Patrol Report of Activities

in the Purari area (B.16/34~35, Finintegu,
7 December, 1934,)

2. Land That Time Forgot p.140

35 John Black: Patrol Report B.16/34-35
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tributaries while he was prospecting in the Bena Bena.

The Okiufa people avoided regular contact with
Europeans after this first encounter, as their land did not
lie in the direct path of expeditions going to and from the
west. Whereas the Kama people are mentioned by both Jim
Taylor and John Black in 1933 and 1934 respectively,1' there
is no official surviving record of Okiufa until 1937, They
did receive, however, a visit from Lutheran missionaries in
January, 1935,  Missionaries Johannes Flierl and Georg Hofmann
patrolled through the Asaro Valley in search of sites for
mission stations and they settled a Finschhafen evangelist
Buko at the nearby Okesana village of Naminamiroka, which
is in the Bismarks up behind Dkiufa.z‘ The people allowed
the mission party to make a camp close to their burial ground,
which was on land across the Mumoka Creek, opposite Humilaveka.
They reasoned that if these people were spirits of the dead
they would be at home among their own kind in the cemetery,
When Buko settled down among the Okesana he moved through all
the surrounding villages telling stories. He was not afraid of
the people, in spite of several threats to kill him,

Papazo and Aidameso recalled this visit and the
presence of Buko at Naminamiroka, but the information concerning

the camp site and Buko's work was supplied by retired

Okiufa policeman Sare Tate. 1In 1935, Sare was a small child

of about 7 or 8 years fold., He is quite definite that there were
two European missionafties with Buko, and that one of them was

the Rev. Hofmann. Georg Hofmann would be remembered as he

settled permanently at Asaroka in 1937,

The return 0? Jim Taylor to Bena Bena in 1936 was
an occasion of considerable importance to the Okiufa people,
not so much because of his ouwn presence as that of his sturdy

and pugnacious Mnrobe police sergeant Ubom Mawasan (or Mawsang) ,

1. J.L. Taylor: Report of the mt, Hagen Patrol, 1933
J.R. Black: Patrol Report B.16/34-35, 1934

2, Personal communication with the Rev. Johannes Flierl,
now retired at Neuendettelsau, West Germany,
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Lutheran Missionary Ralph Goldhardt!* claims that even today

the name Ubom strikes fear in the hearts of Asaro Valley
people, During his time of service in the area Ubom married
an Okiufa woman called Yagire, and had a daughter by her.z'

He stayed with this daughter (now grouwn up and married)

when he visited Goroka in 1972. Okiufa informant Sare Tate,

recalling his childhood experiences, says:

"We were all scared of Ubom and at first
we used to run for our lives., Then we
gave him our daughter Yagire and we
called him our 'Tambu', hoping that
he would not punish us when we started
fighting. But he was still the big
policeman and he still 'kalabused! us
when we broke the law,"

Asariufa people intervieweds' said that Ubom was akstrong,
fearless man who sternly suppressed tribal fighting and did
not hesitate to use his rifle if his word was not obeyed.
Ubom himself claims to have stopped warfare throughout the
central portion of the Vailey in 1936, Jim Taylor first
sent him to estahblish a Police Post at Ufeto on the Asaro
River. He next moved across to the vicinity of Hovei (Hobe)
Plantation about § miles north of Goroka and stopped the
fighting there. He then settled in the Okiufa area "and
Put a house near where the Okiufa School now stands."d‘

By 1937 Tegular patrols by European government
officers were being made through fhe.GQroka area. Patrol
Officer Tommy Aitchison passed through in July, 1937, and
made an entry in his Patrol Diary for July 21st: "Village of

OKUYUFA visited."s' He was accompanied on this Patrol by

1 Personal communication with Ralph Goldhardt at Kainantu,
October, 1972. ‘

2. Finding of Senior Land Titles Commissioner Mr., M,B, Orken
in the Gomiufa, Okiufa and Koveve Land Dispute, September,
1961. (Land Titles Commission Files, Goroka)

Ja See section on Asariufa

4, Evidence of Sgt.

2/C Ubom Mawasan - Land Dispute Hearing
1961, op. cit.

5. T.G. Aitchison: Patrol Report No. M. 37/38, July - August,
1937, X
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eleven native policemen, including L/C‘Enk:, who today lives
in retirement at Aketauka, having married an Okiufa woman,
Enka retired with the rank of Sergeant, after a long career
with the Police Force commencing in 1936,

In Aitchison's report of this patrol he mentions
that on July 19th a "rough census taken of OKUFA village. . Rain
set in at noon and natives returned to their villages."1’

It is surprising that Ritchison, a University graduate, should
be so careless with his spelling, but this is a fault which

he shared with most of his colleagues. It is, of course,
pPossible that OKUYUFA and OKUFA are two different villages, ¥
However, Enka recalls that a "rough census" of Okiufa was

in fact made, the people lining up on the ground beside Ubom's
police post. The police rounded up the people from the
various hamlets as best they could and names were recorded,
Enka's recollections of this Patrol are still quite vivid:

"Masta Aitchison brought us to Bena Bena.
The houses were there and that is where
ve stopped. Then we came up here. We
exchanged salt for food with the people,
We stopped their fighting and settled
them down. Sometimes we broke their
spears and burnt their houses. Then
we counted the people by putting them
in line and wrote their names in the book,
When we finished one place we went on
to another. There was a 'haus kiap!' at
Gahuku (near Hobe Plantation) and we
stayed there. Then uwe came to Okiufa,
"I can't remember if Ubom's police post was
here then. 1 think Ubom was at Ufeto
with a Manus policeman. Anyway, we
lined the people Up near where the Okiufa
schocl is now. Some of them tried to
run away into the bush. During this >
time I saw my wife and made friends with her.v4*

. '

kY

Enka thinks that it yas during this patrol that luluais and
tultuls were chosen and luluais badges, which were painted
red, and worn around the neck, were given out. This claim

1. T.G. Aitchison:  Patrol Report No. m. 37/38, July -
August, 1937

2%, Interview with retired Sergeant Enka at Aketauka on
Sth September, 1973,

* It could also be a typist's error. The document at Goroka
is a copy of the original Report.

— —
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needs to be accepted with some reservation., as there is no .
mention of luluais and tultuls in Aitchison's report. Shortly

after this Patrol, Enka was stationed permanently at Bena

Bena and he made many patrols into the Asaro with Patrol Officers Q
N.C. (Pompey) Elliott,1‘ 'Sam! McWilliam, Harry Hamilton, f
A.J. Robertson and L.G.R. Kyngdon, between 1937 and 1941, f

Luluai badges would certainly have been given out during this
time,

TRt

Lo Pl R -t

On 1st October, 1937, Patrol Officer C.R. Croft
assembled "natives of the surrounding villages" at the GAFUKU
rest house (about 3 miles north of Okiufa) and "OKUAIUFA®" was

among the groups present, Croft reported that "various matters
wvere adjusted and discussions were held".z'

A

By the end of 1941 the Okiufa people on Humilaveka
had resettled to the east at Yamahoto.z“ This was because they
.had agreed, under Sergeant Ubom's persuasive influence, to
relinquish Humilaveka so that an airstrip could be cleared
on the terrace. Ubom recalls that:

"I found the Okiufa people living up at
Humilaveka and I said to them, 'Maybe if

you people shifted aside I can make an

airstrip here.,' So later on the Okiufa

people moved to ane s8ide near the Zokozoi

River. They tried to Ooppose me but I

calmed them down and said, 'Bena is not

@ good place where settlement can grow 4
and in the future Europeans will settle here,tn"*

The history of Goroka during the uwar years 1942 - 1945
will be dealt with in some detail in a later chapter, Sufficient
to note here that the Okiufa pPeople, like all the Gahuku-Gama
tribes, uwerse profoundly affected by the War. Most of the

1. See Kainantu File, N.C. Elliott, Patrol Report m 37/38,
September, 1937,

2, C.R. Croft: Patrol Report No, M 37/38, 17th November,
1937 ’

Sie See map of north Goroka, showing position of Okiufa
hamlets and the approximate extent of Okiufa's 'toun! land, 4

% Retired Sergeant-Major Ubom Mawasan (Mawséng) in a talk ?
to Goroka Teachers College students, October 18th, 1972, :




'Airpos' from Humilaveka, with Mumoka Creek below., Sgt.Ubom
established the Okiufa Police Post on the ridge to the left in
c. 1936. The twin-peaked hill
in the background 1is close
to the site where Mick Leahy
and Mick Dwyer made their
final camp during their Asaro
prospecting trip in 1930.

s .,
Retired Sergeant—Majof Ubom Mawasan
with Goroka Teachers' College stud-

ents during his visit to the College,
October, 1972,

% i ‘,. 3 'a?@.&“

Retired Sergeant Enka, a Markham
policeman who first visited Goroka
in 1937 with P.0O. T.G. Aitchison,
He married an Okiufa woman and now
lives at Aketauka hamlet.

(Photos by the author)
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able'bodied men were recruited into labour lines, either as
carriers or as labourers. Some worked in the vicinity of
Goroka's two alrFlelds,1° others constructed jeep roads between
Kainantu and Goroka.z' - According to Mr, Horrie Niall some

2000 labourers were recruited from Chimbu to work in the

Goroka area, providing yet another element in the disruption

of local village life, The Chimbu labourers were paid in gold
lip pearl shell whereas the Gorokans received large couwrie
shells. When the bombs began to fall during the heavy Japanese
air-raids of Juns, 1943, the Okiufa hamlets were in the thick
of the action. The airstrip on Humilaveka was a prime

target and interpreter Mr. Bepi Moha recalls that an incendiary
bomb aimed at the kunai huts which lined the airstrip fell on
the slaopes of mt. Arepega opposite, setting the whole hillside
3 This is all Okiufa land. The two Aketauke
informants remember vividly the terror which these raids

caused among the village people, and those who could, ran

away into the bush. However, Papazo and Aidameso were employed
in a labour line and feared the Australian soldiers would

ablaze.

shoot them if they tried to escape,. Discipline was very strict
and the Okiufa people remember this year in particular as a
time of extreme hardship, To add to their misery an epidemic
of Japanese dysentry called Shigo swept through the valley,
claiming victims in most villages until A,N.G.A.U. was able

to get it under control with drugs and the enforcement of
rigorous hygiene measures.

When the Japanese were cleared out of the Ramu
Ualley and the Madang area in 1944, the pressure on the Goroka .
villagers was relaxed and A.N.G.A.U. officers were able to
concentrate on improving the welfare of the people. An Airforce
Rest Camp was established on Okiufa land naorth of Humilaveka,

e

Te The Americans began constructing the Flghter and medium bomber -
strip which serves today as Goroka's air strip, in Juno,
1943, The smaller airstrip on Humilaveka was cleared in 1941,

2. Personal communication from Mr. Horrie Niall, 19th July,
1973, Horrie Niall took over from John Black as Officer-
in-Charge, A.N.G.A.U. a2t Bena Bena in May, 1943,

3, Interview with Mr. Bepi Moha at Goroka on 14th June, 1973,

4, Personal information from John Black when he re-visited ’
! Goroka in may, 1972, LS
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between Mount Arepega and the Highlands Highway. People from
Sepiyaro, one of the old-established Ckiufa hamlets moved up
close to ths camp, This settlement became known as Joypaloka and
today it is the largest of the Okiufa settlements.1‘

The Rest‘tamp 1s still known locally as '"Airpos!,
When civil administration was restored after June, 1946, it
was hoped by the government officials that 'Airpos' could be
purchased for town use, Later, in 1949, it was proposed
that 20 hectares of land tHe:e be set aside for a station farm,
- The Veterinary Officer M.L. Dodson actually 'squatted' on
this land pending the outcoms of negotiations with the Okiufa
owners.”* But Mr. Jim Taylor, who in 1946 became the first
District Ufficer, Central Highlands District, had already
encountered strong resistance from Okiufa to the sale of more
~land., In June, 1948, he wrote to Headguarters as follows:-

"Unfortunately, the old Air Force Rest
Camp is not included for the native
owners baulked at selling that and
although I should like to sege it as a
part of the Administration's establishment
at Goroka one cannct but sympathise with

- the elders, who say, 'What of our children?
We have parted with so much land!!

"This last is perfectly true. Expansion

of Administration activity has exerted ¢
a steady pressure on the CKEYUFA group
particularly the members of which who

were ‘the -original-inmhabitants of the site
‘where the District Office and the Goroka
north airfield are situated.

"It remains to be seen whether in the course
of time the OKEYUFa people will require

the land of the Air Force Rest Camp, but

at present one would feel a cad to gry

and persuade them to part with it ">¢ )

In the 1948 land tranéfer to which Jin Taylorls_

letter refers, Okiufa claimed and received payment far 79

1. Information from Dr. Fritz von Fleckenstein, who interviewed
Joypaloka people in July, 1973, ‘

2.  Correspondence in Kama Land Purchase file, 34/2-3/3, fActing
District Officer, Goroka, to Director, District Services and
Native Affairs, Sth May, 1949, ‘

&3 J.L. Taylor: Attachment A: Land Required by Administration
in Bena Sub-District, 19th June, 1948,
File 34-4-1, District Office, Goroka.
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hectares out of the total toun purchase of 254 hectares, This
Okiufa domain took in most of Humilaveka, plus much of the
north Goroka Zokozoi Valley area, known as Gururunoka by ths
local people. The Gururunoka boundary with Asariufa extended
from Goroka Technical School down through 'China Town' in
Kyle Street close to where the Geroka Picture Theatre is
siﬁuated, then across the Zokozoi River to the old Labour
Compound (now Greathead Drive housing estate). The southern
boundary with traditional enemy; Komiufa, was Olohamika Creek,
+ a'tributary of the Zokozoi River,'®

The money for this land was paid to Aitovei,z' the
Okiufa luluai, who distributed it as best he could among his
fellow tribesmen. Papazo and Aidameso claim that Aitovei
was paid £400, which was not sufficient for every Okiufa man,
woman and child to receive £1 each, and consequently, some
went without. However informants of other tribes say that
in such bases the money was shared out in smaller amounts.s'
Mr, miiliam Sippo, thg Patrol Officer who paid the luluais,
confirms that coins werezused as well as one pound and ten
+  shilling notes. He recalLs‘%hat the money was received’ from
the Commonwealth Bank in Port Moresby unuwrapped, and the irksome
job of putting the shillings into rolls had to be done by the
‘District Office staFF.4' Some informants recall that there
i was initial resistance to receiving payment in cash, but in
Jim Taylor's memorandum of 19th June, 1948, he indicates that
there was an increasing demand for it:-

"It appears that all payments will have

1% Information on the tribal boundaries was supplied by
Mr. Bepi Moha, the government interpreter who was present
at the 1948 land sale; Mr., Soso Subi of Asariufa and
Mr, Papazo Zawo of Okiufa.

Ry Aitovei is now dead and no clear leadership has emerged,
although one big man at Joypaloka, Aino, can be regarded
as an important man in the tribe,

% See section on Kama,

4, Interview with Mr, William Sippo at Port Moresby on
14th August, 1973, '
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to be made in cash - there is an increasing
demand for cash over a large part of the
District, 1In many cases it should be
possible to arrange for the owners to bank
-the money. '

"To expedite payment, would it be possible
for the sums to be cdespatched in notes

from Port Moresby, per air mail, immediately
authority to purchase is given?"

The Okiufa informants may well be correct about the
method of distribution of the money received by their luluai.1’
Their memory of the total amount is remarkably close to the
figure on‘the purchase document (£395). Their information on

the way that the boundaries were fixed is less accurate.

They say that they did not walk bver the land with any government!|

officials, They recall Mr. Taylor sitting in his office
asking the luluasis if he could purchase the ground. However,
both Mr. William Sippo and government interpreter mr, Bepi
Moha, state that the town's external boundaries and also the
internal boundaries between the seven groups, were clearly

marked., .As Mr, Sippo recalls the occasion:-—

"We drew up the boundaries by agreement

on the spot. The leading men set off
through the kunai, with a great crowd of
villagers and Bepi and myself following.
They used bush-kn ves to cut a boundary,
chopping everything in the way and trampling
it down flat, If the front leaders went
astray the whole mob shouted and yelled

to get them back in line. There were no
gardens to mention, It was all pretty

much unused, open land, and there was

a fair amount of overlapping of boundaries,
However they were settled by the luluais -
I did not interfere. I drew a sketch '
map on the spot - taking compass bearings
and measuring in metres. . We marked

the corners with a post driven in the
ground or a pile of rocks, Trees were
blazed if conveniently placed, so that

the markers could easily be found later,

"As well as the external boundary map

which was attached to the Transfer Document
I also drew a map showing the internal
boundaries between the tribes. It should

s However Mr, Bepi Moha, who, although from Yabiufa,
is relatsd to Okiufa, claims that everyone got money,
including himself.

Us
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still be at the District Office, Goroka.1' I
worked out the area belonging to each group
in hectares, by tarving the map up into
squares and triangles., It seemed quite

easy at the time, even though none of us
were trained in surveying or map making,

R gualified surveyor did not come to Goroka
until several years later. I think that

the approach which we adopted to land
purchasing, with all the villagers marching
around with us and deciding where the
boundaries should go, was the best,

Later land purchases in other places ran into
trouble because there was po attempt to
involve the local people,"“°*

The fact that over the years Goroka has been relatively
free of disputes and resentments concerning the purchase of
the urban land is testimony enough to the uwise handling of
that original 1948 Transfer. The most serious complaint often
voiced by village leaders today is that they did not receive
enough money for the land they sold.z‘ Appreciation of land
values is not readily understood hy village people. However
there is same evidence that even in 1948 the price paid was a
little low. Jim Taylor, in his 19th June memorandum, commented
that:-

"The price recommended to be paid is £5,0.0
(five pounds) per hectars as it is almost all
high quality farming land and supports
what is for New Guinea sz heavy population,

On an open market it could bring from
£10.0.0 (ten pounds) to £50.0.0 (Fifty
pounds) per hectare,"

Ouring the interview with the two Aketauka informants,
another minor complaint was raised. They were under the impression
that Okiufa received payment only for Humilaveka and that
Gururunoka was never paid for. But they conceded that the whole
area now belongs to the Government as it is covered with houses,
schools, shops and factories, This point is of some importance
as it highlights a basic Gahuku assumption that possession
is more than nine-tenths of the law. Once land has been occupied

10 30 far my efforts to locate this map have been unsuccessful,

2. From my notes of interview with u.g, Sippo on 14th
August, 1973,

3 See Gopie's statement in the section on Kama,

g vy —
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and used over a period of time by a tribe or clan, there is
rarely any dispute over its 0wnership.1' Thus when the

military authorities constructed airfields and other installation
on native lands the local People do not appear to have resisted,
When they observed that obvious and permanent use was made of it
they were prepared to concede it to the Europeans. Also in

most cases it was not land that had been put to intensive use

in pre-war times, However, as has already been noted, the
ground known as 'Airpos!' was a different matter. When the
Okiufa people established Joypaloka hamlet abongside the

Rest Camp they came to appreciate the value of the land there
and as Jim Taylor discovered, they resisted all attempts to
persuade them to sell,

The role of one, Aino, today a 'big man' in the
Okiufa community, is interesting., 1In a recent interview he
claimed to have Opposed the scle of Humilaveka and to have
2 He recalls that he
told the‘elders not to sell the Humilaveka ground as all their

chased the soldiers away from 'Airpos!',

ancestors were there. He ob jected strongly when the transfer
was made, As a young man of about 25 his voice would probably'
have not carried much weight, and his complaint may be more

an indication cof his present feelings than a recollection

of youthful concern for the ancestors, Hcwever, his counsel
does seem to have prevailed as far as the 'Airpos' land is
concerned. Aino's anti-European attitude would have been
typical of many young men at the time. As mentioned pPreviously
they were subjected, in 1943, to what would be regarded.

today as harsh treatment, serving as carriers as far afield

as Kainantu, mt, Hagen and the American base of Faita in

the Rgmu Valley, and as labourers around the airfields,

Bepi Moha recalls treatment received by himself and‘others at
Bena during the time of the Japanese air-raids, .when they tried
to run away:- '

92 See Land Titles Commission files on Gomiufa, Okiufa and
Kaveve Land Dispute (1961), and the Trans-Zokozoi Lang
Dispute (1969), Land Titles Commission Office, Goroka,

2; Interview conducted at Joypéloka by Dr. Fritz von
Fleckenstein in July, 1973, '




"If we didn't obey him the white 'masta’
kicked us.... He was young, just a 'manki
tasol', Things were very bad at that time -
completel¥ different from the days before
the War." "'

The resentment which resulted from such treatment
lingered on after the War among ‘this age group, but because
they were still young their hostility would generally have
been suppressed by the older men., The fact that 'Airpos!
was not acquired by the Administration would be due both
to Aino's eloquence beyond his years and to Jim Taylor's
many yeafs of experience in dealing with New Guinea villagers,
expressed as always with tact, patience and a sense of fair play.

KOMIUFA _(GOMIUFA)

Moving south along the Gornka touwn boundary from
Humilaveka in a clockuwise dipection, the next land-owning group
was Komiufa, How the Komiufa luluai Zokizopa came to have
his claims for payment accepted is not immediately obvious.
Land on the east side of Goroka, from the old Labour Compound
(Greathead Drive) over the Gardnazova Spur (Mt, Sitani) to
the present District Dffice on Elizabeth Street was claimed
to belong to Komiufa. However, at a Land Titles Commission
hearing into a land dispute between the Dkiu%a, Komiufa and
Kaveve peoples, held at Goroka, 6th - 20th Séptember, 19561, no
evidence was . forthcoming to support the Kohiufa's recent
ownership over all of this urban land. The dispute concerned
an area outside the.town boundary, but had the Komiufas been
able to establish their recent occupancy of the to@n land,
their claim to the disputed land might have heon sirvenglicnad,

In his findings on this dispute, Senior Land Titles
Commissioner fMr. Max Orken recucds Lhat "a search of the LLand
Files at Goroka revealed that during the original acquisitionp
of land for Goroka township, scme Gomiufa people received
payment, but the documents do net disclose which particular

T Bepi Moha in talk to Goroka Teachers Cocllege students,
Monday, 16th July, 1973..
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areas of land were paid For.“1‘

An old Okiufa witness, Vamcpo~Ihatemersha, told
the Commissioner that at the time of Mr. Jim Taylor's arctival
(1933), Okiufa occupied all the Labour Compound area right down to
the old 'Haus Sik', and that the Komiufa about this time had
been defeated in battle and had fled to a village called Camega.
Later (date not specified) they returned to the Gardnozova Ridge
behind Goroka. The Komiufa witness Pukau - Urope agreed
that his people had fled to Gamega in about 1933,

The 1937 Patrol Reports in tﬁe Kainantu File mention
Komiufa only once. Patrol Officer T.G. Aitchison, in the
report previously quoted in the section on Okiufa, records his
journey on 18th July, 1937, from Bena Bena airstrip "to MUWETOD
. West, thence KENEWALU, KOMIYUFA to ASERUFA to KEPAMU to GAFUKA
villages, Natives a little nervous hut brought an abundance
of foods." There was a Patrol Officers' foot and bridle path
from Bena Bena to the Asaro which passed through Mohoveto
(Moweto) West, Katagu and Kinemaro (Kenewalu), but there is
no evidence that it went through Komiufa.z' The abscnce of
any other references to Komiufa would suqggest that Aitchison
diverged from the usual track to visit their settlement,
In C.R. Croft's Report of October—-November, 1937, it will be
remembered that he spent some time in the vicinity of Okiufa,
assembling villagers from all around at the Rest House there,
but he makes no mention of Komiufa. Had the Komiufa poople

been close by he is almost certain to have made contact with

them. "

A witness called Lakeuts—Porai of Kaveve, the third
~party to the 1961 dispute, claimed that in pre—-contact times
the Kaveve and Komiufa were linked together, and controlled
all the land from the Labour Compeund down to the Gorcka Hotel,
Then the two groups had quarrelled cver the death of a Kamiufn
man, and the Kaveve fled intsc the mountains, leaving the Womiufa
in sole command until they in turn were driven auary.

1., ~ M.B. Orken: Findings by Lhe Cuvmmisainagrs, Lanc Dispute
between Okiufa, Gomiufa anr Kavoue Nenplan.
Goroka, 6th - 20th Septemboar, 1561,

(Files, Land Titles Cemmission, Goroka)

25 See 1945 A.N.G.A.U, map of the area, whish clzazly shouws
this track but omits all referznce Lo Komiura,

3l C.R. Croft, op. cit,
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It was stafeq at the hearing that one o0ld Kaveve man,
s Torohini-Cehakuwi, who luas still alive in 1961 and yas believed
to have outlived all other men in the area, actually resided
on land near the Gorok Hotel in his youth. The fight with
Komiufa occured when he reached manhcod and he took refuge along
with other survivors at Samagoni, higher up the Zokizoi Ualley.

towards mMt, Otto. Suoh' evidence of former occupation might

seem to have provided Kaveve with a strong case for compensation,
when the other seven grpups received money for their share of
the urban land., But by the time of European settlement the
Goroka Hotel area seems| to have been cuned by Seiqu or Kami

or both, and Kaveve's former possession was not recognised,

The'curious element in this recognition of the
rights of some of the pgrtiES anc not others is that Komiufa,
who, like Kavave, had been pushed off this land, was paid for
11.5 hectares. The Komiufa luluai, Zokizopa, who has since died,
received on behalf of his fellow clansmen £57.10.,0. To ’
satisfactorily explain this seeming anomaly, it must beg assumed
that by 1948 Komiufa haé returned to the Gardnazova ridge top,
and that their occupatian of this elevated position was not
contested by the other éroups. As stated earlier Patrol Gfficer
B8ill Sippo was happy to llet the luluais sort out the internal
boundaries among themselives and they appear to have been guided

by the principle of present or recent 0ccupancy of the land,
rather than by traditional, pre-contact claims,

Mr. Bepi-Moha,' the government interpreter, who
accompanied P,G. Sippo ip his traverse ef the land, believes that
Komiufa claimed all the fand between Olohamika Creek, on the

north side of ‘Gardnozova Spur, and the District Office on the
'+ There is no doubt that Okiufa and Komiufa
regardec Olohamika Creek' as their common boundary, but the

southern side,

position of Komiufa's southern boundary at the District Office
is open to question. Even without dividing the map in§0
squares and triangles it can be sean that such an area would
give Komiufa more than 11.5 hectafes. Moreover the Seigu

people regarded the land around the District Office as theirs,

ila Bepi Moha: Talk at Goroka Teachers Collece, 25th July, 1973,
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and it was they who helbeh clear a small airstrip in ﬁ939 or 1940
which ran from the base of the Spur douwn past the Diétrict Office
and through the centre of!town to the Hotel.'* They are

unlikely to havye Ccleared %and which did not belong tc them,

!

. 1 -
One final set of evidence or rather absence of evidence,

which suggests that Komiu%a people remained up on their
inaccessible ridge tops, is that they are not mentioned anyuwhere
in the A.N.G.A.U. Patrol Reports of 1944 to 1946. ALl the other
ambient groups uwers uisitéd during this.period and their progress
in rehabilitation after tFe traumatic experiences cf 1943 is

recorded in some detail.z‘ Perhaps Komiufa's success in receiving
Payment for town land rested as much on their luluaits

Persuasive powers of oratory as on their rather tenuous

foothold on Gardnozova Spur,

|
Seigu's claim to'a substantial portion of what

is now the centre of town bas never in doubt, Their 1luluai
Gelepetamelauho (spelt Herepetamelauho in the transfer document)

.Teceived £120 for 24 hectares. Seigu's kin clans Kami and

Fan iyufa also each received £120. This does not necessarily

mean that each group ownedfa conveniently similar area of

24 hectares, It is much mqre likely that the three luluais got
i

together and divided the maney for their total area into three

equal portions., In fact t&ere is some doubt that Kami owned

any town land at all (see notes below on Kami), but their close

kKinship ties with the other’two groups would have earned them

a share of the bounty. :

|

Using today's map!of the central part of Goroka it

is not difficult to find an%area of 24 hectares which belonged

1.

Information from several sources, including former
luluai Gelepetamelauho of Seigu (interviewed in 1872
and 1973), Bepi Moha (interviewed 25th July, 1973) and
John Black (personal correspecndence, August, 1973) .

Two volumes of Goroka A.N.G.A.U, Reports, 1943-49 and
1944-45, in the National Archives, Port Moresby,
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to Seigu. But it h
as Wonobeg, u

as to be remembered tha

2t the ground knouwn
hich takes in all that portion of the commercial

Thus at the time of the original purchase in 1948
the town land bought from|Seigqu would have been bordered in
north by the boundary with Komiufa,
was proba

the

which, as we have seen,
bly the base of éhe Mount Sitani -

F I i R e ST A

Gardnozaova Spur
elevation, and to the east would have included the Garden Street
residential area. A1l thj land south-sast of this part of the 3

town was Seigu ground, so {there is no question of disputed

However Seigu's south-west and '
‘western boundaries cannot |lbe defined with

“‘T’:"T‘ES ED g

tribal boundaries here,

FECDES

any precision as ;g
there is considerable overlapping of claims, As far as Seigu's i%
boundary with Kami is concerned this presented noc problem, iy =

}
?

Close kinship ties enabledlthe luluais to reach

a happy compromisec i

But Seigu's western boundary with
Asariufa was another matte} altogether.

3 s

=
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e

as has already been noted,

o —

The two groups were ‘
traditional enemies and even torday there

,,
=

o ‘ﬁ-
s p—

is no agreement on - L
Mr, Soso Subi, who
ader and businessman, claimecd in

at his people owned all the land across
the north snd of the airstrip as far as Ste

where their mutual boundary was placed,
is an important Asariufa 1&
a recent interviewy th

N
Sk s

amships' main ‘éﬁ

store in the centre of town.z' Such an area would have cut ‘g
¥

deep into Seigu territory,!and woulcd certainly have deprived ?P

i

%

Seigu of some of the 24 heqtares accredit
1948 transfer,

claim to h

ed to it in the

Seigu and Kami, cn the other hand, tcgether

ave owned most oﬁ the land around the 'top! (northern)
end of the airstrip, with Wisdem Street near the Town Library
forming part of the boundary uwith Rsariufa,
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AR large clump \

| 2
of bamboos at the base of the western end of mt, Sitani, close g
ta uhere the track to the Lookout branches off Wisdom Street, i
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14 Wonobeg was purchased in 1951, See Wonobeg File:
Purchase of Additional Land Required by the Administration

1t GOROKA for Touwnship Purposes. (Land Section, District
iffice, Goroka.)

£ Mr. Soso Subi, interviewed 2nd August, 1973,

g

at his hame,
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seems to have been regarded as a marker between Komiufa,
Seigu and Asariufa.1'

{
It is possiblL to trace the fortunes of the Seigu |
people during the 1930s, not only from information provided
by themselves, but also! from an interesting reference to them
in C.R. Croft's 1937 Patrol Report.z' Putting together the
various pieces of inforpation it is easy to see why their
boundary with Asariufa was in dispute. When Croft patrolled
through the Asaro in Oc ober and November 1937, he discovered
the Seigu pecple living

in exile among the Asarac people:

"SAIGU VILLAGE: This village near

ASERAU, pPrevidusly was situated between
MCHOVETO No, 2 and GAFUKU, They deserted
their lands ag a result of the frequent !
attacks from these tuwo villages. As

they have madg peace with these former

enemies they row desire to return to

their own domgins instead of living on

alien propertﬂ. This they did, Their " b
shifting proved to be an opportunity for B
good contact ds the surrounding villages

planted crotonp as signs of friendhsip . - 1
and aiced them in the construction of :
their village,' while the Patrol was
present for a rime." 3

Kenneth Read’sf1954 diagram of political ties and
oppositions between GahuLu—Gama tribess' shows Seigu as béing
in a state of hostility @ith Asariufa and Ukiufa, who were
both allied with Gahuku,r

in 1937 as having harras%ed the Seigu people and causing their

one of the tribes mentioned by Croft

withdrawal to Asaro, Seigu's appreciation of the help received
by their Asaro friends wags still being expressed in 1948,

when Gelepetamelauho paséed over some of the £120 received

from the Administration to Asaro leaders.?" But the recent
counter-claims between Séso Subi and the Seigqu informants

1. Information from Gelepetamelauho of Seigu, interviewed
on 5th September, 1973.

2 C.R. Croft, op. cit.
Sy Read, New Guinea Cultures, op., cit.

4, Information from Gelepetamelauho, interviewed S5th "3
September, 1973.



would suggest that ancient hostilities as well as old friendships -

can linger on,. ;
J

Thus, in spite|of Croft's optimism about the "signs
of friendship", enmity never really ceased with Asariufa,
at least until one of thé by-products of war in 1943 took a
stern hand in bringing tﬁem together. This was a virulent
strain of Japaness dysentery, kncwn as Shiga,1' which swept
through the Highlands in|1943 and 1944, According to Jim
Taylor "10,000 cases werd treated in hospitals in the first
year."z‘ He told a confdrence of representatives of the
Administration and the Missions in May, 1947 that "when
dysentery appeared in a very virulent form, the Australian
Army and the Fifth Air Fdrce of the United States threw all

their resources availabld into combatting that epidemic."

Thus for the sdcond time Seigu experienced the
Powerful intervention of {the white man. A small field hospital

set up near Siokiei (the lsite is today occupied by a poultry

farm) to serve the troops, of Bena Force was taken over by
A.N.G.A.U, for the treatment of Shiga victims and the lives

of hundreds of local viill gers were saved, Patients came from
all over the valley, including those who had been traditional
foes. In an interview of Seigu people, conducted by two
Goroka Teachers College students in 1972, old memories of this

time were revived:

"When whiteman's fight came they huilt

the hospital - Phen we were not frightened,

because we already saw some whitemen.

Uhen we saw scme scldiers coming to

the hospital - oh, their arms and legs were
: cut really no gbod.

they gave us knives, axes, shells, salt
and 'kumukumu' (white egg cowrie) .....
Then the doctors in this hospital found
many of us sick| It was that big
sickness - you know - when you excrete
blood. All of us everywhere here we
got it., Men, women and children just
died. Whitemen's medicine made us well
sc we came., Not only us but our friends
Kami and Asaro and also the ones that
we used to fight. e all came to the ‘
hospital but we .did not fight. And we
said, 'Its good, if whitemen gome they
will help us stop fighting,'"”*

"When we brought%Food from our garden

il o Information from John Black when he revisited Goroka in
May, 1972,

2, & 33 . See bottom of next page.
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An excellent account of the Shiga epidemic from a
European source has been provided by Mr. John Black. He
was Jim Taylor's 2 I/C &t Garoka'® from 3rd March to 24th
September, 1944, during %he A.N.G.A.U. administration of the
area. He recalls that:!

"R principal undertiaking during this period was
the containment of{ the SHIGA dysentery epidemic.
Being a fly-born disease it necessitated radical
innovation in native hygiene - particularly the
destruction of sugar cane chewings, discarded
vegetable rubbish,‘etb., and the meticulous
provision of fly-proof latrines, the disposal

of pig manure and any rubbish in which flies could
breed.

"SEGU village under| the native APD provided the

first classic example that flies could be eliminated
and the death toll|stopped. APO explained to his
villagers the life cycle of the SHIGA dysentery
organism and countered successfully the notion

that the deaths were due to sorcery., Native
understanding spread from this source throughout

the district and, most important, the population
were trained to take the required doses of
sulfaguanadine.,

"Taylor's advice to!ANGAU HQ, Moresby, of the
dangers of the dysentery outbreak was first
apparently disregarded which forced an appeal
to be made to the HQ of New Guinea Force.
Fortuitously, General Blamey happened to be at
N.G.F. HQ and it was brought to his notice,

He immediately ordered the availability of
massive guantities!of sulfaquanadine, medical
personnel and JEEP {transport to minimise human
porterage necessary to master the outbreak,

t

"As it was, hundredé of people died, Taylor's
prompt and Forcefuq action in cemmunicating
direct with the commander of New Guinea force
did not endear himlto ANGAU HQ and he was told

|
|
i

i
»

1. Wartime spelling of G roka
I

i
Footnotes continued From page 28:

2 J.L. Taylor, District Officer, Central Highlands:
Address to Conference of Representatives of Administration
anc Missions, May, 1947, Record of Proceedings, p27

3e Transcript of interview with former luluai Gerepetamelauho
and Councillor Kirupanu £sau at Seigu No. 1, by Goroka
Teachers College students Sister M, Vianney and Mr.
Henry Matsanki, June, 1972.




not to ignore thé usual channels of command again,,
*eesvrevv.s Therejis no doubt the Highlands could
have been decimated if this had not been contained.,
4

"One of the most important effects of the epidemic
in the GOROKA valley was the self discipline

the community itself had to adopt. It was in fact
a major influence in their final acceptance of
government contrdl and the containment of tribal
fighting, ;
"APO, later to become the first successful native
entrepeneur in the Highlands, had a very considerable
role in the succgss of the containment of dysentery
and then focussing native societies! preoccupation
away from aggresdive warfare to perhaps an equally
aggressive preocgupation with the acquisiticn of
wealth and the potential of their1tribal land

as the real sourqe of the cargo,"'®

John Black held a high lopinion of Apo, who could "communicate
on an intellectual basils with Europeens, understand something
of European values and communicate on this basis of understanding

with his own people. He was in the unique position of being

able to communicate betlween two cultures." Unfortunately,

ill-health in later yeafs has prevented Apo from continuing
to take a prominent rolje in Seigu affairs,

Gelepetamelauro‘s recollections of Seigu's traumatic
first contact with EuroFeans are of considerable interest,
although some reservatibns must be attached to his identification
of Mick Leahy as the principal actor in the drama. This is
because, as in the case| of Okiufa's first encounter with

white men, only one prospector is said to have been present,

After explainfng to the students that when Europeans
first appeared "we said{these men must be our dead people
coming back from that unknown place behind the hills,"z'
Gelepetamelauho recalle? the details of the first occasion
that a white man appeared:

|

"The first whifemen, Masta Migi, he put his

|

1

(e Personal communication from John Black, 1st September, 1973,

26 These are the Kami hills, to the scuth east of the Bena
Bena River, e
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tent right under here (pointing belcw

village westward) and we were very frightened,
Ve did not want him to stay because uwe

thought he would bring more dead people.

Wel watched him carefully, All the men -

we watched him carefully, We hid all

around his tent. The wemen uwe put them _
with the children in a house far out, i
When he went away in,the morning we called I
all the women back,"* EE

T s T T

It is assumeL that 'Masta Migi' is Gelepetamelauho's way of '%
saying 'Masta Mick', which is the name by which Mick Leahy %”
is knouwn to khose who carried fer him on his epic prospecting [ |
Journeys in the 1930s. As his partnership with Mick ODuwyer 'l
did not conthnue after 1930 it is understandable that the ‘
latter would?not be remembered by the Asarc Valley people,
but it couldibe expected that men like Gelepetamelauho would 1
remember if &here were one cr two white men in the party.
!

iy is so instructive about these first contact «'
stories is n?t 80 much the recollection of which Europeans !
were dnvolved, as the remembered reactions of the lncal people.jf
In the writt?n accounts of first contact, both Mick Leahy ﬁﬁ
and Jim Tayl?r state that the Highlands' people initially [{
regarded therh as spirits of the ancestors returning from the }“
dead, and thlse village memories lend vivid support to their '
claim. Jim Taylor told the conference of Administration and
Missicn Tepregsentatives in 1947 that the Highlanders "were \
very mystical people who welcomed us as their dead returned, !
and would hade'sold the whole of the highlands to the Governmend,
or to any pezxson who would have settled amongst them."z‘

Thus the first encounter with Europecans set the
stage for quite dramatic changes in the Goroka area and helped
prepare the way for the acceptance of all kinds of wonders 1“
which would shortly unfold. : i

] 2

In March, 1933, the epoch making Leahy-Taylor ni

Mt. Hagen Patrol marched out from the tiny station at Bena 8ena

4l G.T.C. students! transcript of intervieu, op. cit,

2, Administration and Missions' Conferencem, May 1947,
p. 27, op. cit,
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s walk the Seigu people claim that
they passed through th ir territory. Spirits of the dead

R

- ancestors they might have been, .but by now some of the villagers
~were prepared to carry, their cargo for them, ’

(O e

"We carried their cargo," Gelepetamelauho
states, "and,we went with them up to
Yabiyufa. Then we came back and they

carried it td Wahgi. And we were happy ;
about that.,"| p

:They were probably not{the carriers described by Mick Leahy -~
‘"I brought along a number of Bina Bina natives to Felp with
‘the cargo"'*- but joined the party as it progressed across
/the valley, Had Mick de ahy cngaged them officially he

‘would have expncted th%m to go all the way to Mt,

Hagen and
they did not yet have quite enough confidence in the whiteman ';L€
‘to do that, ' ' i

Their exile rear Asaro must have occurred shortly q
after 1933 when the Bera Post was temporarily closed. 1In his B L%
j934 Patrol Repdrt, John Black wrote of trlbal fighting at ‘f";j
Bena Bena flaring up tdince E.M. Peacock, a miner, left the Ea 4
‘arca." The Asaro Vall y would have been similarly affected, s
“Gelepetamelauho says thiat Seigu's harrassment occurred "after L.

Jim Taylor," that is, probably some time between January and i
. October, 1534, ot

When C.R. Croft intervencd to restore the Seigu
people to their lands ipn 1937, they must have been ready to

do anything for the whilte-man in return. Censequently in 1939,

whgn they were asked to| give up the northern portion of their

ancestrel ground for an airstrip, they complied with enthusiasm,

'Unfortunately, no patroﬂ reports covering this period survive,
so dates and personalit

oy ——

es involved can only be guessed at.
‘police Sergeant Enka thinks that the kiap responsible for ' i
‘the construction of the 'Seigu' airstrip was H.E.

Hamiltcn,
:who succeeded N.D. mcwlhllaﬂ at Bena Ben

ain September, 1939,
'elepotamelauhu remembers the Frenzled assault made on the kunai

@nd scrub with bush kanBo and axes supplied by the kiap, as the
whole of Seigu turned out in carnival spirit to clear the

O 'Land That Time forget', op. cit, p.152
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strip.1' They bégén at the clump of bamboos mentioned

earlier, and workeé their way douwn towards the site of Coroka
Hotel. The strip uyould therefore have run north-yest and south-
east at about an angle of 45° tg the present aerodrome,

The landijng of the first aircraft on the 'Seigu!
strip has been described by Bepi Moha, who was present:-

"The small Plane stopped Up near where Mt., Kiss
Popular locall name for Mt, Sitani) starts. 4

white man with other kiaps showed the plane where
to land., The Plane did not have any roof on top,

"The pilot didjnot know where to land so we collected
Some grass we|had cut and made a fire and smoke

came up. So the pilot saw it and he could land,

WUe made a very big fire and lots of smoke and

the plane camé douwn and down and down, This

'masta' had aTjacketz— a black one. He stepped

down and the %anakas " had never seen a plane

on the groundibefore and some were shaking with i
fright, But most of them crowded around the nlane
and a policeman had to remeve them. So we did o
not see much df that pilot., He didn't stay too il &
long - just a|feuy minutes and then he took off, b

"This airstrip was not used much because the 5 B
ground was verny wet and the kiags decided to build =
a strip up here at Humilaveka,"*

Another eyewitness, Administration dfiver Beraro
{F of Yabiufa, adds drapha to Bepi's story by saying that to
; protect his fragile Jlittle aeroplane the pilot was forcad
to fire a pistol over the heads of the crowd and there uwas
"a wild stampede of Panicking villagers. This may have been
f on another occasion, |perhaps when there were no police present :
j to contrcl the crouwd - ba

1. Gelepetamelauho's responses te my questions wore made
in extremely expressive Gahuku, which was translated #
back rather prosaically into Pidgin by his grand-daughter, 4
It was his expression and gestures which conveyed this b
range of enthusiasm, rather than the flat, matter of
fact tone of thejtranslation.

2. Used by a European today, this word would be objectionable,
but it comes very naturally from people like Bepi, who usg
it to describe unsophisticated villagers,

33 Bepi Moha: Talk at Goroka Teachers College, 14th July, 1973, E

C P T L




—34=

’Seigu'-éirstrip was still used occasionally during

the War by light reconnaissance planes and was marked on a

September, 1943 military map as an "LS Recce, aircraft strip",

‘John Black recalls beeing in 1944 the wrecked frame of one

of these L5 Recce planes on the overgrown site of this small
airfield,?"

The histoty of 'Seigu! airstrip has been dealt
with at some length|because it does help to put into context
the Seigu pcoples! illingness to sell this ground to the
Administration in 1948, The first experience of a white man,
Croft's benevolent tntervention in 1837, construction and use
of the airstrip in 939, the Army's prompt. measures to
avert a major disasfer when the Shiga epidemic struck in 1943
and 1944, and Apo's ‘important role as the bridge man between
the aold and the New jways - all these influences preparec the
Seigu people for thdir ready acceptance of change and the
growth of a town in jtheir midst.

KAMT :

The inclusion of Karmiveh — the people of Kami - on the 1948
Purchase Document ma have been a mistake, When Bepi Moha
was asked recently, %What town land did the Kami people

own?" he replied very firmly, "No, they did not have any ground,"

"Not even Isamitori, {their luluai," T persisted. "Oh, well,
he was a big man andrthey gave him something," Bepi explained,
"He just came in and got the pay."z'Senior Land Titles
Commissioner Max Orkegn, speaking out of a wealth of ‘experience
on these matters, th%nks that Bepi may very well be correct.g‘

e Personal communication frbm John Black, 1st September, 19
The military map from which he quotes is GSI/NGF Map No,
September, 1943, .

e Bepi Moha: Talk at Goroka Teachers College, 16th July,

i
. 3., M.B., Orken: Personal communication, 22nd August, 1973,

e
§6)n

285,

1873,

"
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However, there is some evidence to suggest that Isamitori

could have been jusFiFied in claiming a share. Kami's close
kinship ties with Skigu and Faniufa would give Isamitori

@ clear conscience in the matter. But documents relating to

the transfer of two[other areas of native land, GENAUKA and
GAMUSIGUNAGU, which were purchased in 1951 and 1955 respectively,
give grounds for believing that Kami had more than e kinship
right to the money.,

) Genauka was an agricultural lease made available to
Mr. A.N, Pentland, World War 9 air ace who took up coffee
farming at Goroka after further distinguished military service
during World Wwar 2, | Genauka borders the east side of the
Goroka airstrip andicovers an area of 17 hectares which in
1951 was made up oFf"reasonably flat kunai-covered ground" an:
"very rough broken ground.“1' The "joint owners" of the flat
area were "the natides SEI'UPA and HOMIPA of KAMI village,"
The important point 'is that this "reasonably flat, kunai-
covered ground" is éight up against the airstrip, and it is
a reasonable'assumpéion, I think, that some of the land
inside the airstrip |boundary, as well as this Genauka ground
on the outside of the boundary, belonged to Kami. The
original Kami village is about two miles from Genauka, and
Seigu and Faniyufa ére each about 1% miles from it.2' To
reach their Genauka gardens the Kami people would have had

to pass through Faniufa, which lay directly in their path,
But because of their kinship ties this would have presented
no problem. The toppgraphy of the land in this area would
lend itself to the division of garden lands ints three moreo

or less parallel corridors, Seigu to the gast, Kami in the
centre and Faniufa tb the west. All three corridors may well
have extended into the town area. Seigu's and Faniufa's
certainly did and thﬁ cifcumstantial evidence from the Genauka
document suggests that Kami could also have ouwned some land -~
inside the 1948 townfboundary ~ but hardly 24 hectares, as

[

1. Arthur T. Carey, Patrol Officer, to the District Officer,
Goroka, 20th October, 1950: "Investigation Report on
Agricultural Lease Applied for by Mr. A.N. Pentland,n
File No. 34/2/1, District Office, Gorokas., :

24 See A.N.G.A.U.'"Map of Bena Bena area', March/April, 1945,
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stated in the transfer document,

Patrol Officer Arthur Carey's sketch map of the
Genauka lease1’ s%ows a dotted contour line which separated
the 9 hectares ofiflat land from the 8 hectares of "steep
broken ground", which latter drops down into a small valley
cut by Genauka Créek. This broken ground belonged to one
"APO of KAMI", who is in fact the Apo of Seigu mentioned in
the previous section. The fact that Apo is described as
a Kami man only h!ghlights the close links between the tuwec
Qroups. Max Drke; believes that Apo came originally from
Asaro, but settled with the Seigu when Croft restored them
to their traditional lands in 1937,2°

. ! .
Apo is aglso named as one of the owners of Gamusigunagu,

along with a man called Gimiho. The 1955 purchase document
describes them as |"both of SEIGU village".z' Gamusigunagu
is an extension of the small Genauka Creek ravine and is a

steep-sloping, irreqularly shaped area of 13 acres, abutting

the Goroka Hotel, {Fox Street (sauth), R.F. Bunting's residential -

block and the Freemasons' building. It can be implied that

Seigu's boundary uwith Kami was the west ridge of Genauka
Creek ravine,

In Bepi |Moha's second talk at Goroka Teachers
Eollegea’he was prepared to revise his earlier claim that -
Kami owned no !'toun! land, and said that he believed they
may have owned the ground "where the red fire trucks are
parked", next to the D.C.A. Tower. This fits in very nicely
with the suggestion that Kami's share of the Genauka land

may have extended bnto the D.C.A. aerodrome lease.

Understapdably, Kami is not mentioned in any of

1. See Goroka land file 34/2/1, filed with Carey's
Investigation Report. :

24 I have not been able to intervieuw Apo to confirm this;

el
0

<A

bhowever OUsiso Negi of Faniufa believes he is a 'Seigu man trur

3 H.J. Mater, Patrol Officer, to the District Cdmmissiuner,

E.H.D. Goroka, S5th October, 1955 : "Purchase of Land
Known as Gamusigunagu from Natives of Seigu,”

&, 25th July, 1973
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the 1937 Patrol Rdports in the Kainantu file, Like Seigu (and
Faniufa) they wer% forced to abandon their lands when the
combined forces of Bena and the Gahuku tribe and its allies
became too strong!for them, As explained by Bepi MOha,1’the
role of a tribal leader was to make sure that his people were
only threatened of one front at a time, If he was threatened

on one side he worked hard at making peace with his enemies on
the other side, fF atteck came on both fronts there was only

one course of action left - to flee to one's nearest allies,

However, by 1944, the Kami people were re-—established on

their traditional {lands and there are several references to them

in the A.N.G.A.U. iPatrol Repnrts of 1944 and 1945, In Novemher

1944, Warrant DFFﬂcer J.H.L, Armitstead was stationed at 'Sequ

Native Hospital!' yhich by this time had been closed but was still

maintained as a Palice Dost.z' Armitstead patrolled through the

surrounding villades between the 10th and the 28th November,

with two express ﬂbjectives; Those were 3%
o 1

(i) Preparation of Coffee Plots adjacent to. Villages ﬂ{
§ L
an b

(ii) TInlstruct apd Encourage Village Natives in Coffee )
Planting.""" s

Kami was| one of the groups singled out for instruction
and Armitstead repprted that on the 20th and 21st of November
he visited the village and "KAMI Coffee plots (were) completed.
The village people|then had about a fortnight's wait for the
arrival of the coffee seedlings, Armitstead met Captain A,J,

néoe

Schindler, 0.I.C. bF Aiyura Experimental Station, at the Bena :
Drome, and togethep they inspected the coffee plots at Kami and
Arufa. This was on December 6th, 1944, The next day the first

R Talk to Goroka Teachers College students, 25th July, 1973,

2% Dysentery cases were still occuring, but patients were
treated at Gorcka, where a hospital was established on the
land which later became known as '"ARirpos' (see section on
Okiufa). Information about the Goroka Hospital from Mr.
John Black, 1st September, 1973,

3. J.H.L. Armitstead, Patrol No, 12 of 44/45, Goroka Patrol
Reports, 1944-45, National Archives, Port Moreshy,

4. J.H.L. Armitstoad: Patrol No. 17 of 44/45,
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coffee plants arrived from Aiyura'and planting took place from
the Bth to the 16£h. At about the same time Warrant OFficer
Tom fox was putti;g the finishing touches to a telephone line
"frem GAROK, %o BENA station" and on from there to Finmintequ.
|
Armitstzad was back again in late January to inspect

the coffee plots at Arufa and Kami, and he noted in his Report1'

that, until he ha% begun patrolling this area, there had been
no Administration!Patrols since Captain L.G.R., Kyngdon (then
a patrol dFFicer)iwas at Goroka in November and December, 1941.
Mr, Kyngdon recalls that he took over from Patrol Officer
A.J. Robertson at Bena in mid-May, 1941 and Lecame the first
European EP be stétioned permamently at Goroka on Cctober 12th,
1941, He had a réin water tank cerried across from Bena on the
following Sunday $nd confesses that "I am afraid that I rather
pulled Bepi's leggby telling him that *his object coming down
into the creek inithe dusk was a motor truckl He had, of course,
seen one in Madang."2' However, L.,G.R. Kynodon remained at
Goroka right throﬂghout 1942, maintaining a staging post for
. and Rabaul
refugees from Madénghen route to Mt, Hagen. He was in contact :
with the local pegple during this time but normal Patrols were 4
suspended, and présumably no Reports were written, i
| ‘ !
Armitstead states that there were no patrols "owing
to the presence of Bena Force', but he concedes that a strong

European influcnce continued:

"With the presence of troops in this area
in largg numbers it has benefitted the
district by bringing more natives out of
hiding for census purposes, A certain
amount g9f credit must be given to the
members [of the R.P,C, stationed on Police
Posts,

"No truelcensus has been taken in this area
before qwing to conditions prevailing in
pre-warjdays - natives not sure of the
white man, tribal fighting and Administration
fField Staff calling natives from their
villages to cther villages or the European

i No, 19 of 44/45, January, 1945,

25 Fersonal communication from Mr. L.G.R. Kyngdon,
of bowral, New South lales.
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station for census purposes.”1'

He was oyerwhelmed to the point of embarrassment
by the response to Mis recruitment drive for labourers to work
at the Aiyura Agricyltural Experimental Station, He obtained
194 volunteers and Iad to knock back at least another 100,
Undoubtedly tho dis ribution of coffee plants had made its'
impact on the villagers, Armitstead noted that "some of these
natives have worked pPre-war, but most of them were on cargo
lines during the prgsence of Bena force." The cargec line
experience could not have been all that bad, despite the unhappy
memories which middie-aged village men recall today,

The coffge plots must have been Armitstead's special
concern, In Octobexm 1945, now promoted to the rank of Lieutenant,
hbe patrolled througH the area again, and made a point of visiting
Kami, to see how thdg coffee was progressing:

"R1l plots| in the area I patrolled were
inspected and pruned..,..Instructions and
talks givien to natives on the necessity
of cleanipg the plots, planting of wind 5
breaks, ard planting of inter-rou crops.n" <’

He noted that Kami now had a population of 319 (233
adults and 96 child?en). His comments on the Census work are

interesting: I

"Since theilast patrol to this section
of the FENA BENA area, a few hundred new
names havé been entered in the village
books, Iﬁ appears very encouraging to me
as it shods corfidence in the natives
towards the Administration, Migrations
are still;large but this is to be expected
for some time yet, as the villagers are
returning 'to their own tribal 9rounds after
being chased oGUt in tha Fighting.dayQ.SL

l

i
|

|

1. Armitstead, No. 19 of 44/45, op, cit, _
2, Lieutenant J.H.L., Armitstead: Patrol No, 11 of 45/46,

3y My underlining, This confirms the belief that Kami, Faniufa
and Seigu were all dislodged from their lands during the
tribal fighting, 4 personal interview with Mr. Osiso
Negi of Faniufa removed any further doubts (see section an
Faniufa),

ex i ow

by
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This is to be encouraged, as it shows a

tendengy towards peace in the area which
may lalt.

"Birthsiand deaths are reasonably low,

Young children are comparatively scarcs
throughhut the area, this has been caused by
the dysgntery epidemic about 18 menths ago,"

The lulliais at Kami were Sekliair and Kulihae,
Armitstead found lthat most villages in the area had from 2
to 4 luluais, each representing a clan or sub-clan within the
larger group., He|noted that

"they pull against the real ChieF1‘ at times
sand I receive complaints occasionally that

" certain sections of g village will not co-
operate in a task., This is generally overcome
by calling in the Luluai in charge of the
sectiop in question and reprimanding him,

"All officials have been allocated by pre-War
Staff off the Administration, I have changed
none., Most villages have Pidgin English
interpregters,"

However, in spite of occasional frictions, Armitstead
found that

"all villages are back to normal living
conditions since the Military Forces have
moved out, Natives and their Chieftains
visit the Bena Rena stationZ- regularly
with native foods. They bring in their
major problems for arbitration instead
of settliing same with 'Strung Boys!',"

Armitste%d did not stay long encugh in the arca to
see the Kami coffek come to flower and then witness the first
harvesting of the fherries. When Détrol DFFicer Tom Leabeater
visited the Kami h?mlets on 25th March, 1949, he noted that

|
|

i As has been pointed out by Read ('High Valley', p.33),
there were nohereditary Thiefs! as such in Goroka-Gama
society. The situation often arose where the man appointed
by the Administration as luluai or paramount luluai did
not command the respect of the villagers, who recognised
other 'big men' as their leaders for the time heing,

2.4 By 1945, Goroka was the head station for the Bena Nena
sub-district, Armitstend probably means Goroka when he
refers fo "the Qena Bena station®,

T L
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the gardens were plentiful and well-stocked, and that

"such plac
of planti
ready mar

for the ek%cess.

vegetable

There is no mention
have been approachi
However, it is abvi
cash crops and were

the 'urban! economy

es as Seigu have adopted the practice

g beyond their own needs as a

et exists among the European population
All varieties of ?outhern

5 are under cultivation,v'®*

in this Report of coffee, which should
ng its' first harvesting by this time,
bus that the people had seen the vslue of

well on the way towards participating in

» If Kami did have any town land to sell they

would have needed no convincing about the desirability of making
it availables Certainly when mr. '"Jerry'! Pentland applied for
his agricultural lease over Genauka in 1950 for the purpose

of growing coffee, the Kami owners of éhe land were able to
appreciate his motives, and no doubt hoped to benefit from his
presence. Their willingness to part with this ground for a coffee
plantation must have given the infant plantation economy a hig
boost =2t this time, |as other land-owning groups were not slow

to follow their example.

Thus the éstablishment of that small coffes plat at
Kami in 1944 can beiseen a8 a very significant event in the
history of Goroka, and although the Kami pPeople may not have
contributed much land to the town, indirectly they contributed
@ great deal to its' commercial growth,

FANTUFA

Faniufa did not come to the notice of the outside
world until the tradic.Christmas of 1972, when Bougainville

senior public servaqts, Or. Luke Rovin and Mr, Peter Moine,
were killed by Faniufa villagers, following the death of a
Faniufa child in a road accident.

l

{

When public horror and revulsien

13 T.J. Lcabeater: No, 2 of 48/49, Report of Census Patiol
to villages in immediate vicinity of GOROKA, March, 1949,
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over @he killings
Faniufa people had
GCoroka community,
the same willingne
kinsmen, Seigu and

to shou a pattern

evidence on which

Kami,
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had subsided it was realised that the

been a quite unremarkable, law-abiding

Pho in the early days of contact had shown
88 to accept the necuw order as their tribal
It would be convenient to be able

of violent and irresponsible behaviour
the early days of European influence,

.
81nce

but there is not the least
to base such a contention,

Their regeption of the first Europeans was just the
same as that of thé other Goroka tribes,

Taylor was the first white man they saw,
could have been someone else,

of Okiufa,.

is not unliRe that
the direction of Be

and Seigu, escorted

called across tg Okiufs and Asariufa *

thing,

have him off their

hands!

him up to mt,

1.

The Faniufa informant,

They think that Jim

but concede that it
Their 'first-contact! story
When 'Jim Taylor! appoafed from
na Bena, the three groups, Faniufa,

Kami

Sitani and from there they

Come and see this strange
Let him waﬂk through your ground,®

he was gz spirit, pnobably an evil oneg,

They were convinced

and were quite glad to

Osiso Negi recalls that

'Taylor' had not been gone long before tribal Fighting broke
out, and Faniufa, Kami and Seigu were. attacked by NMohaueto,

Napamagono and Arufa on the Bena side, and Kama, A

GCafuku on the other

Osiso has
bring them back and
and their allies ha

state in. his Report
enemies",

flank,

However,

14 Informatiaon from
claims he was a boy o
Interviewed at Faniuf

Mr.,

sariufa and

Unable to withstand this onslaught,

they all ran away tp seek shelter with their friends at Asaro,

no recollection of a kiap intervening to

he thinks it was Just a case of the Gafukus

ing a change of heart and saying,
back and stay with us."

"Come

Probably Croft did not have any direct
dealings with Faniufa (he only mentions Seigu)

that they had "

s and he does

made peace with these former

Usiso Negi, a Faniufg
fabout 12 when Jim Taylor
a, 10th Soptember, 1973,

implying that a settlement had been reached before he

appeared on the scene, he does seem to be the principal

instigator of the sdccessful Te-settlement of Seigu,

and

informant who
arrived in 1933,

'

L

fit



Faniufa probably foll

Hanimo, the
Faniufa's share of th
leader in pre—contacJ
Var.' 1n march, 194
an airstrip suitable
on ground which belon
Oppose this compulsor
to the Americans that

a springboard for the

areas, The America
the 29th June, constr

begun under the direc

y acquisition,

-l 3

owed in Seigu's wake,
o]

Faniufa luluai who received £120 for

e tewn land in 1948, had been a big fight

times, and was made a luluai before the

» the United States Army decided to construct

for Fighter and Medium Bombers at Goroka,
ged in part to Faniufa.

Hanimo did not
A.N.G,A.U, had suggested
they might use the Highland Valleys as

recapture of the Markham, Lae and Finschhafen

s were interested in the proposal, and on
uction of the new airfield at Goroka was
tion of Major Homer Trimble,

As it happened,

the Morobe offensive of Uctober, 1943, was conducted by sea and

air attack on the Japanese, and Goroka was not used in the

campaign,

The 1000 local and Chimbu labourers who worked on the
strip could not have fealised, any more than did the American

and Australian engine
them, that this 6000

history of Goroka. W
manned station at Humi
impressed with the sit
"I am sure I regarded
ion's use as only temp
place for a permanent
aerodrome changed the
study it will be shouwn

future as a major Administration centre,

getting ahead of the s
is that Faniufa owned
and the Faniufa peoplg

Kama and other local g

labour was done by han
|

!

roups in helping to build it,
d and according to war historian David

rs and support personnel who employed

cot aerodrome was going to change the whole
en L.G.R. Kyngdon established a permanently-
laveka on October 12th, 1941, he was not

e as a place of permanent settlement,

it as native land and regarded the Administrat--
orary. I did not feel it was the hbest
station."3 The construction of the neuw
situation and in later chapters of this

how its' existence helped to decide Goroka's
that is

The point of interest here

However,
tory somewhat.

the 'southern or lower end of this airstrip

joined with their traditional enemy

All the

Information from 0
interviewed oA 13t

L.G.R. Kyngdon:

sisc Negi and confirmed by Hanimo when
h September, 1973.

Information from Mr, Jim Taylor, 25th June, 1973.

ps: eit.
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Luluai Hagimo of i(Faniufa.

i
|

Luluai Gopie of Kama with the Gopie, in
author's son, Paul, September photograph, standing outside his '

formal dress for his

1973, brick house at Sipike hamlet,

(Photos by the author)
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Dexter it was'completed in seven days - the whole 6000 feet of
it, plus dispersal bays!1' Today, exactly thirty years later,
the main runway is only 4,600 feet long.z' '
i

Fanﬁufa informant Osiso recalls that he cut the
grass with a %ariF, and was paid in salt and shell money.,
In some placeé the American engineers used small Clark bull-
dozers, hut the large labour force available and the open

. . . 3y -
kunal—covered!terraln, made such equipment unnecessary here,”°’

|

[}
Ever since the first aeroplane landed on the new !

airstrip in 1943, Faniufa has lived with the noise of low flying
aircraft, The village is just a few hundred yards east of the
flight-path of incoming and departing planes, and the interview
with Osiso was punctuated by the roar of Fokkers, D.C.3's,

Twin Otters aéd noisy little Cessnas. When Japanese 'Betty!
bombers attacked Goroka for the first time on 14th June, 1943,4'
and fighters set fire to kunai stores and houses, Osiso ran

to the nearest creek and hid for the rest of the day. Now

the only effett of aircraft on him is to make him pause in |
conversation.,| He has developed a high level of tolerance to f
this noise nu%sance. He seems to have adjusted zuit. succoss-
fully to constant -ir craft movement wv.orhu~d, "

During the period of regular A.N.G.A.U, Patrols from
1944 to 1946, |Faniufa was visited fairly frequently along with
Kami and Seig’. In January, 1945, H. Armitstead conducted a
census of Faniufa and recorded a population of 84.5‘ In all
of his Reportd which mention Faniufa, he notes the willing [,

1. David Dexter: "The New Guinea Offensives" (Australian
WUar Nemorial, Canberra, 1961) p.243,

24 However, this is sealed tarmac, not the rough grnassy
surface which existed in 1943,

3, Information from General Bernard 'Robbie! Robinson, who
was an engineer with the United States 6th Army in New
Cuinea, 1942-43, Intervieu:ﬂ:tcoroka, 27th June, 1972. b

4, David Dexter: Op., Cit. p.239

&y H. Armitstead, Patrol Report No, 19 of 44745, op, cit,

e e i - i
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l |
co-operatioﬁ bF the people, and, in fact, nowhere in the ]T
A-N.G.A.U. files are there any unfavourable reports on this J
clan's behavitur. They seem to have quietly accepted the new '
order and as @almly acquissced in the alienation of part of

i

their land for the neuw airstrip, When P.0. Tom Leabeater |
conducted a census patrol of the area in March, 1949, he scmewhs |
grudgingly adhitted that "being close to Sub-District head-

quarters, the!places visited have easy acceeS to administrative

bodies and are comparatively well-behaved citizens.™.

KAMA

The |{Kama people have a history of strength in

adversity, and they seem to have firmly withstood the attacks

of enemies whén the resistance of their neighbours crumbled

under similar (pressure. Although they had no friendship

ties with Faniufa, Kami and Seiqgu, they shared a common enemy, i
Gahuku, and wHen their three neighbours fled before the onslaughw
Kama stood figm. They were in a better position than the othersJ
because their jextensive tribal lands stretched from Goroka ¥
down to the Asaro River, and they only had to face the enemy

on one front, | If Gahuku or Ufeto pressed them from the north,
they had plently of territory to fall back on in the south,

‘But when SeigU and its' allied clans experienced the same

threat they were trapped, because they had enemies on the Bena
side as well,

Jim [Taylor notes in his Diary of the 1933 mt, Hagen
patrol, that on the first day out from their camp at Bena Bena,

while following a track upstream along the Gar fuku (Asaro River) ;
flats, "we pas§ed through some of the Karma people, who had
come from further up the river and were making a neu settlement

in this vicinity."z'

i

It is not clear if this represented a

1a T.J. Leabeater: Patrol Report No., 2 of 48/49, op. cit,

2, J.L. Taylor: Mt. Hagen Patrol Report, 1933; Patrol
Diary entry, 28th March, 1933,
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w?thdrawal Frop the northern 'zone of conflict! or was simply
amigration ini search of new garden land, It was not usual
for tribes to settle on river flats, where adequate defences
against surprise attacks waould be virtually non-oxistent,
Only a group w;th extreme ccnfidence in its! strength and
defence capability would bes bold enough to make a settlement
in such open tFrrain. It can be implied, therefore, that

the Taylor-Leahy party were witnesses to a Kama expansion,
not a retreatj

Further evidence of Kama's invulnerability is given
by Read,1‘ who{ implies that at the time of Nagamidzuha's
eclipse, when they were crushed by Kefamo and Ufeto, the

borders of Kama, or Gama, were not disturbed. These attacks

on Nagamidzuha' occurred some time before the advent of European

The Kama deserved their relatively undisturbed

S

existence., Théir diplomatic strategy could hardly be Faulted.z‘

To the cast an$l south east they had weakened engmies Faniufa, .
Kami and Seiguj who presented no threat to them, Nagamidzuha,
an ally, provided a buffer zone between them and Ufeto, a
deadly enemy. 'And on the other side of Ufeto were a string

of Kama alliegl Lapeigu, Asaro and Kabiufa, who could be relied

upon to keep Uéeto occupied for most of the time.s' Asariufa,

a next-door enemy, presented a more serious threat, particularly

|
with the backidg of its allies Okiufa and Gafuku. However,
Asariufa found!sufficient satisfaction in harassing Seigu,
and gencrally ﬁeFt Kama alone. Asariufa men do claim that at

one period beFére European contact, Kama tried to resist their

southward exparision across the Zokizoi River, and were routed,

Asariufa established the settlement of Sogerecpagihura, and have

held this landiever since. However, no further expansion into
Kama territory!occurred, although as recently as 1969, the tuwo
groups were st#ll quarrelling over this Trans~Zokizoi area.4‘

1. K.E. Read: The High Valley, p«35

2. List of Kama's friends and enemies supplied by Dr, Fritz
von Fleckenstein, July, 1973,

% See C.R. Croft's 1937 Patrol Report, M. 37/38 on skirmishes

betwueen Ufeto and Asarc

il See "Trans-Zokizoi Land Dispute Heafing, 1969", Land Titles

Caommission Files, Goroka.

|
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Kama tried to counter- balance the threat from Asariufa by

establlshlng an alliance with the mountain men, Kortuni and
Kaveve, who were strategically placed to menace the Asariufa-~ a
Okiufa-Cahuku |alliance's eastern flank, War games and strategy

among the Gah%ku tribes could be fun! Kama certainly seems E
to have thrivdd on dlplomacy.
| : I

wheJ John Black, returning from a Chimbu patrel,
Passed through the Asaroc in October, 1934, he encountered the |
Ufeto, among %hom he camped overnight on the 2nd, and the Kama,
whose lands heg traversed on the 3rd, The fact that hec singles :
out these two jgroups for mention in his Report,1' would suggest
that they were; large and well-established, It also happened that

their territorfies lay across his path to Bena Bena, but so also

did the boundaries of Kefamo, Nagamidzuha, Faniufa, Kami and

Seigu, none of' whom are mentioned.

Kamal's existencs is noted by Aitchison in his 1937
Report.z' He states that there was a "matter betuween KAMA and
CGAFUKA villagep adjusted.”™ The trouble was speedily scttled, !
because it is hot mentionced in later Patrol Reports. . It must |
have been scon| after 1937 that Kama luluai, GOPIE, supervised
his people in the cutting of a bridle path for the kiaps,
through Kama tbrrltnry.s'

Duripg the UYar, Kama men were involved in the construct
ion of the neuw airfield, and there was an anti-aircraft gqun
emplacement at Taitomeka, one of the Kama settlements, Most
of the central|portion of the airstrip belonged to Kama and

~

the majority of the American scldiers involved in the werk

camped on Kamailand.4' One witness at the Trans-Zokizoi Land
Dispute heariné, Arinaso Taro of Kapogui, stated that during

1., J.K. Black: Patrol Report B.16/34-35, op.cit,

24 T.G. Aitchison: Patrol Report m, 37/38, July-August,
1937,

3% Trans-Zokizoi Land Dispute Hearing: Evidence given by
Soso Subi of Asariufa,

4, H.,L. Niall, personal communication, 19th July, 1973,

S N m———
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tﬁe Uar he "assisted an American soldier named STACK when he
surveyed the bhig airfield," Arinaso further recalled that

i

"during the War about seven anti-aircraft

gun$ were sited around the big airstrip, |
One of these was at TAITOMEKA in the vicinity I
of the present site of GOPIE's hamlet at
GEHAMO~ZUHA, This gun-pit was in the
kunai, there were no houses anywhere near
it.p I remember this as I used te ¥isit
the gun crews with Captain STACK," @ *

A cénsus of Kama was taken by Lieutenant H, Armitstead !

in October, 1945, and he found that there was a total population
of 502, consiéting of 321 adults and 181 children. Kama was
by far the laégest of the groups counted, its' 502 members
exceeding Kam}'s 319, Seigu's 176, or Faniufa's B4, It is i
interesting that in all thesc villages, the women outnumbered
the men (175 women to 146 men at Kama, 124 Kami women to 99
men), but that male children outnumbered females (104 Kama
boys to 77 gifls, 52 Kami boys to 44 girls). Was nature i
perhaps compensating for the loss of males? It must be remember
that during J%nuary, 1945, Armitstead recruited 194 men from i
the area for work at the Aiyura<Agricultural Experimental !
Station, which explains the dearth of adult males in the village
but the excess of boys over girls is not so easy to cxplein,
Was there in ¢act a higher male birth rate in traditional
Highland societies to compensate for the early mortality of
men in tribal fighting?2 '

Kama appears to have been treated rather generously |

in the 1948 land purchase. Three Kama luluais, Gopie, Tareipa

and Apilauwei4 received a tstal payment of £257/1D cn behalf

of the four Kdma clans., This represented an area of 51,5
hectares, Itiis true that the central section of the neuw airstrj
which is known traditionally as Go'nevega, belonged to Kama.

But when the qirstrip 'cake' is cut up betwecen Faniufa, Kama,
Seigu (and possibly Kami), it is difficult to see how Kama

s Trans-Zokizoi Land Dispute Hearing: Evidence given J%
by Soso Subi of Asariufa.

2. This question is someuwhat outside the scope of the if
present study but is raised as a matter of gengral interest,

i ) i
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could have been credited with so large a slice,

Assuming that the total D.C.A. area in 1948 was about
100 hectares (it was extended by a further purchase from Faniufe
in 1951), Kama's large share of the total does seem excessive,

However, there are several possible explanations.

Oneireason could be that the Administration took
into consideration the size of each land-owning group as
well as the abtual area dF land purchased, It has already
been noted thét Kama was a large group, which, by 1949 probably
hac a population in excess of 500. A sum of, say, £120,
which was what Faniufa received, would not have gone far among
80 many., But £257,10,0 could have at least provided a 10
shilling note for everyone, Gopie stated recently that a genere

distribution was made:

"When we got this money, I sang out to all
the people in my lirme to get together and
we had a mumu and we shared all the money
out., This was for all of the zuha - all
four of them, The other two men who
received money for Kama were there too,
andj we all three shared out the money.

"Ue put it all together £257.10.0. It
is not a lot of money for all this land.
I sold my land for nothing, It amounted
to gbout £ per person and some got ten
shillings only,"'*

It ﬁight be implied from Geopie's statement that the
Kama people were not pleased with the amount they received,
but it must be realised that he is giving a retrospective view, |
The Kama people had no hesitation in parting with a further
108.5 hectares 2. at £2.,10.0 per hectare in 1950.3' The
area was purchased for a Livestock and Food Crop Experimental

Station and wés therefore considered less valuable than the
1l

1. Luluail Gopie of Sipike haus-line, intervieuwed by Dr, ’
Fritz von Fleckenstein, 27th July, 1973, and by myself
on 13th September, 1973,

2, It was later found that the measurements were wrong, and
the area was actually 94,4 hectares,

3. "Kama' Land Purchase File, District Office, Goroka,
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land set aside for town and airstrip purposes, Today, it is

tHe highly dev%loped suburban area known as llest Coroka, and
Gopie's feeling that he has somehow been cheated is understandabl:
But if the Kam% People had resented the amount paid for

Go'nevega in 1@48, they would not have been prepared to sell

another 94,4 hdctares for half the price in 1950,

i 0
A seoond reason for Kama's favourable treatment in

1948 could have been that the Administration had an eye to ‘

{
the future, "Qf we give them a large amount of money now,"

it may have been reasoned, "they will be prepared to sell more )
in the Future".; If this was their plan, it certainly produced {

the desired effect, 1
|

Yet a third possible explanation was provided by
Hanimo, the old ex-luluai of Faniufa, He claims that Kama tried
to convince the kiap that they owned all of the airstrip from

its!' top end, near the Council Chambers, right down to the ﬁ
bottom end, near Faniufa village,

"They tried to come as far as our place but we
told them to clear10FF, and they went back as !
far as'the garage. * But they convinced the

kiap Ehat they owned more land than they really
did,.,"

{
Anothér point that needs to be made about the airstrip

purchase was that a re—surveys’ of part of the proposed township

area was made in 1951, and some of the 1948 measurements were

found to be in %rror. In a very detailed report hy Cadet Patrol
Officer John McArthur, dated 22nd August, 1951, he advised that

"durinJ the period August 9th to August 20th |
I carried out a re-traverse of portion of

the tqwn boundaries, and interviewed the
pPrevious owners of the areas concerned,"

I
|

le Goroka Motors Service Station on the Highlands Highway in . ]f
West Goraka (not in use at present),

e ——— E

25 Interview with Hanimo at Faniufa on 13th September, 1973,
He was not present on 10th September when I interviewed
Osiso.

Strictly socaking thic rze 2 Te=IIzverzg, not 2 Ig-siruzy,
Lnly licernced survse “T8 ere enticlad to toa-i o

- -

1
B R N | |



-5 =

i
Macarthur found, among other things, that
. !

- i
.
v

"The |description and sketch compiled in 1948
places the distance between the south-west
and ithe south-east corners of GOROKA town
‘as 427 metres, The distance,as I have
estimated it is 380 metres," ' °

Obviously the {1948 measurement would have given the airstrip a
much greater area than actually existed., The sketch map to whict
John McArthur jrefers does, in fact, shouw the airstrip to be

much bigger thian the same portion of it which appears on
present-day maLs. On the original map it is about two fifths
of the total tbwn area. 0On the amended maps it is only about H
one quarter of! the total area. Consequently all the land owners ﬁ
received more oney than they were entitled to, and Kama seems
to have been treated even more generously than the others, t

]
i

As mpntioned earlier, there are four Kama clans, and
all received al share of the money, although only two clans were
represented on{'the Transfer Document. Gopie was the luluai of |
Gehamozuha and Tareipa and Apilavwei represented Zagomazuha, [
The investigatling officer, William Sippo, must have been somewhat{
confused by this legation of luluais (and who could blame him?)
because he awatded Apilauwei #£100 and Tareipa £7,10.0, when
both of them répresenfed the same clan., The other two Kama clans

Gepahina and G@meguveh, missed out altogether, but the three
luluais included them in the general distribution, as a demonstra:
ion of tribal %olidarity.

As F;r the errors in measurement, it must be remembered
that patrecl officers were not trained surveyors, and mistakes in |
boundary markiﬁg and calculation of land areas ars understandabie,
As late as 195% the District Commissioners were still pleading
for licensed sdrveyors and the Secretary for Lands, E.P, Holmes,

conceded that there was a "present dearth of surueyors."z‘

|
!

1. J. McArthur, C.P.0,: Report to District Commissioner,
Goroka, on Boundaries of U.A.L. 5 (township of Goreka),
22nd August, 1951, File Ref. 34/4/1. ('Kama' Land
Purchase File, District Office, Goroka,)

2. £E.P. Holmes: Following address delivered at District
Commissioners! Conference, 1952: Item 44, Purchase of
Native Lands,
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ASARIUF A

!

The las' group in this clockwise traverse of the
Goroka town boundtry is Asariufa, spelt variously as Aserufa
(Aitchison), Aseraufa (Croft), Asarodzuha (Read) and Asaroyufa
(Drken). The Asariufa people recognise a common ancestry with
Okiufa, and relations betuween the two groups have generally
been cordial, although there is some overlapping of boundary

claims in the Humilaveka area.

A recent interview with an Asariufa man, Ai-ae of
Koroka, revealed han interesting '"tumbuna'story which links the
two groups, ‘

"Some of our people believe our ancestors lived
in the mountains behind '"Rirpos'. They were naked
and thay used to walk out hunting in groups through
the kunai down, near the District Office. They
caught mam ots!® and birds., These were eaten rauw
as soon as{the blood dried in the sun, Our ancestors
lived righL up in the mountains. Later they came
down to 'A“rpos' and then finally across here to
Asariufa, r

"Two whi%e men were the leaders. They said,
"A1ll the lhdies line up and sleep in a row,"
Then all the men got into this sex business,
Whatever tpese two white men said, it happened,
One of the leaders' names was Safi. The other
one I can't remember, The Okiufa men will knouw.
They can show us where these two men wera buried.
When Europeans came, we thought taey were these
white ancestors returning to us.,"%°

|
As has ?lready been noted, relations betwsen Asariufa

and Kama were strained, even though there is some evidence
that Kama people also came from the '"Airpos'! direction.S‘ In
the Trans—ZokizoiiLand Dispute heard by Senior Land Titles
Commissioner Max Orken in 1969, claims andvcounter—claims were

made by the tuwo t%ibes concerning their pre-contact spheres

!

i

1 A mammet is a small marsupial like a bandicoot,

24 Ai-ae of Koroka, intervicwed at Koroka village 7th August,
1973, UWhen Ai-ae's story was checked with Papazo of Okiufa
he said that he did not knou anything about thase tuo white
ancestors.

L, Information from Gopie of Sipike, interviewed at his house
on 13th September, 1973, :




3 of influence, TheiCommissioner recorded that

F 3 : l _

i3 "Many of ﬁhe uitnesses were 0ld men in '

. whose mepories there was stiy] 4 vivid |
Tecollection gf the old days of tribal )
Fighting and animosities, Ancient grudges !

E: were brought up, many long Tambling irrelevancies

k. 8 were introduced, and over the whole Hearing

3 lay a feeling of tans%cn which ‘culminated

in e s A bralul oon-n” ¢

The Kama»witnesses claimed that at the time of initial European
contact, the Asariyfa lived to the north of the Zokizoi River,
on the terrace wherle Korokag village is situated, gas was noted
previOUSly, Asariufh made the counter-claim, that by the time |
of European,contact, they had extended theip influence south of

the Zokizoji at Kamals eXpense, Certainly, by 1948, their domain !,
extended from Korok? as far south gsg the present Market, It ol
would seem likely t@at the movement south from "Airpos! yasg begun

by Kama Several gengrations before the time of first contact,

and that at about tﬁe time of first contacf Asariufa, possibly iy
because of populatidn Pressure, rather than because of a quarrel i
with Okiufa, "also began to move south, '

On 20th July, 1937, Aitchison took a census of the {
"village of ASARUFA"MZ‘ He had noted in his Patrol Diary on f
the 18th, when he Passed through Asariufa on his way to the N
Gafuku Police Post that "Natives a little nervous but brought i
an abundance of foodg, " "Aseraufat vas one of the 9roups assembled |
by Croft on the 2nd @ovember, 1937, when "various matters were '
adjusted ang discuss%ons were held,n>¢

L

|

During 1943, the lives of the Asariufa People were L
seriously disrupted nd they pPossibly experienced more of an f
upheaval than the otHer groups, It sgo happened that the terrace f
on which Korokg vill7gs is situated mas suitable for tunneliing,

!

i, M.B. Orken: Trans-Zokizoj Land Dispute - Reasons for '
Decision, Paragraph 17,

B 2. 1.6 nitchison) Patrol Report M 37/38, Kainanty Fi1g. -

w3, C.R. Croft: Patrol Report 37.38, dated 17.11-3?, Kainanty
FREIITEA
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and the whole Population was shifted from the area so that

'ﬁ‘ air-raid shelters and underground stores could be constructed,
g A cover of casuarina trees also made Koroka an attractive

Q? site as a store and shelter area for the troops. Some

ﬁl trees and bamboos |were cut down and the material used to

line the tunnels. | On the Zokizoi River1' flats below the
Koroka terrace, arother section of Asariufa land was compul-

sorily acquired fdr a Police Barracks. This area is knouwn
as Lobiloveka, '

Koroka informant Ai-ae describes this period as
a 'no good time'. | He himself was conscripted to carry cargo
7 on the track to Faita, an American base on the Ramu River
@ below Bundi, and He recalls that some of his friends in the
/| cargo line died and their bodies were buried near the river.
This is not surprilsing as the village population near Faite
was practically wiped out by dysentery in 1943 or 1944,
When Warrant Officer B. Wickham visited Faita in November, 1944,
he reported that "%he village pobulation has been reduced by

an epidemic of dysentery to six males, five females and three
children."z’ A

Ai-ae repalls that on another occasion Captain
John Black,z‘ intevuened cn the Asariufa people's behalf
when the local poltce at Lobiloveka exceeded their authority
and treated the vi?lagers Particularly harshly over a petty
misdemeanor. Ai-ae remembers that at the time John Black

had let his hair grow long,

When Japaness aeroplanes attacked the new airstrip,
Asariufa people were terrified, and the big anti-aircraft
guns mounted on Hu ilaveka, Mt, Sitani and at Kama, were
also a source of féar to them, Ai-ae, the old campaigner,

has his supply of war stories, just like any other war veteran,

e e

1e Technically, this is Mumoka Creek, the northern tributary
of the Zokizoi, .

24 B. Wickham: Patrol Report dated 6th December, 1944, Kundiawa
' File, 1940-1950, National Archives, Port Moresby,

5 3 John Black was in charge of A.N.G.A.U. operations at Bena
0 Bena and Goroka for a period in 1942-43, and was 2I1/C to Jim

f_ Taylor at Goroka in 1944, after the troops had withdrawn
.. from the area.
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His best one is ahout a Japanese fighter damaged by the gun
on HUmilaveka, whiich finally trashed further up the Asaro
valley at Kwongi,| but not before the Pilot had jumped out
of the cockpit intg another plane!

This disruption to Asariufa's village life pProbably
8Xplains an incidént which occurred in February 1945, when
AR.N.G.A.U, officers were attempting to restore the people's
confidence ang infroduce a cash economy, Warrant Offiger
N.M, Bird visited!the villages around the District Office,
Garoka ~ "Geifamo Asaraufa, Kama and Okoufa" - angd reported
that "with tyo exceptions, villages lined for census when
called upon. The (exceptions were ASARAUFA and the village
LILIHAmINTbKA.1’ These showed no desire to co-operate, but
were finally indused (sic) to line and census was compiled."z‘
It can be inferred that at this stage the Asariufa people
had had about as much as they were Prepared to take from the
authorities, It i instructive that they are the only peaople
who actively opposad the Administration after the War eXperiences,
This can be direct Yy related to the fact that they were the
only group who wverg actually moved dff their place of .residence
by the soldiers, ’ll the other groups were able to retain
their village communities, and were not much inconvenienced

by the Occupation pF their garden or hunting grounds.

Asariufals unfortunate wartime experiences were to
have a direct influence on the shape-of the touwn boundary
which was drauwn in {1948, Today's map of the town shows a
large area of native-owned lang between the Highlands Highway
and the western toun boundary., This ground is jealously
Quarded and maintained by the Asariufsa owners, although from
a town-planner's point of vigw it is prime urban land, mr,
William Sippo recallls that the administration uwas keen to
include the area wiithin the toun boundary in the 1949 purchase,

1, This is probably the Asariufa settlement known today
as Galamunitoka, which is on the banks of the Zokizoi
not far from Lobiloveka,

28 N.M, Bird: Patrol Repert.nNo. 21 of 44/45, dated 27th
February, 1945, Goroka Patrol Reports,
1944-45, National Archives, Port Moresby,
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but "we woulg have |had a war on our hands if wé.had tried

to force the issuedn?t  The Asariufa people were determined

that they woulg not be pushed around any more., Actually the

amount of land whidh they did sell to the Administration,

40 hectares, uas quite genercus. Their total land area, surrounded
as it is by Okiufa,l Nagamidzuha and Kama, is not large when
compared with the gxtensive lands of the other three groups.

The two Alsariufa luluais, Asakohai and Venara,
received 100 éach for this touwn land. Asakohai was the 1luluai
at Koroka, and Venara represented the southern settlement of
Sogerepagihura. Acpording to Ai-ae, everyone got ‘a share of
the money, At Firsf the people were suspicious of the paper
money offered to thtm

s Preferring shells, and some even tried
to smoke the pound fotes, However, the-majority fecognised
the value of the moﬁey, and bought axes, knives, beads and

lap lap material atithe trade stores, It was about this

time that mr, Jim Leahy opened a trade store near the big
airstrip,z' and thefe was also a small store at the Government
Station near Humilaveka,

Mr. Soso Jubi, a prominent Asariufa leader, claims
today that Asariufafs south-western boundary extended across
to the centre of toun (Steamship's main store) and douwn to
Leigh Vial Street i West Gofoka.S' As already noted in the
section on Seigu, tHis claim was not recognised on 1948,
However, the eastern boundary, which went up Frqh the Council
Chamber through the National Day Park to the old Hospital, is
not disputed. 1In North Goroka there are only minor over-lapping
claims with their Dkiiufa neighbours, According to Soso
the boundary line weht from the old Hospital across the Zokizoi

ilie William G. 3ippo, interviewed at Port Moresby, 14th
August, 1973, i ’

7A Jim Leahy applied for a trading licence on 26th June, 1948,
His store was situated 'on that Piece of land on the
Western side of and adjoining the Government Rest House
at SITANEI, Goroka.' Ffile 34/2/1-13, District Office,
Goroka, Sergeant Ubom claims to haye conducted a small
store for his native police at Humilaveka on the north
side of the airstrip, near where the Manual Arts building is
now situated, (Information from Sgt. Ubom, 18th Octaber, 19792

)

A Mr. Soso Subi, interviewed at his home on 2nd August, 1973,

m
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River to St, Mattheuw's Lutheran Church on the north bank, and
then to the Gonoka Technical School and up the steep slope
of Humilaveka terrace to the 'Bulolo! house on the Teachers!

College campus.1‘

It then continued in a westerly direction
down the less steeply graded slope of the terrace to Goroka
Road Transport Pty. Ltd., and across the Highlands Highuway

to Mr. John Akuhai's coffee plantation,

Okiufa informants do not concede any part of the top
of Humilaveka tgkrrace to Asariufa, but agree that the western
slope belonged to them. One effect of the sale of land to the
Administration has been that disputed borders which were actual
or potential causes of conflict between the tribes have been
swallowed up by| the town, and are no longer the concern of the
local people. fhe fact that Asariufa and Seigu contest their
former ownership of the 'top' end of the aerodrome is of no
consequence todéy - it is simply a matter of academic argument
between the‘tmoégroups.z' Similarly, the rival claims to the

west end of Humilaveka terrace create no hard feelings between
Asariufa and Okiufa.

GOROKA -~ THE |GROUND OF THE ANCESTORS

Mr. Sdso Subi, the prominent Asariufa businessman
already mentioned, was not closely involved in the 1948 land
sale, but he is [named as one of the vendors in the 1953 purchase
of Agesahagu. This is s rectangular block of 8.2 acres opposite
the old Goroka Ospital. Soso is described on the Contingencies
Sheet as 'Tultuﬂ

who is given no jtitle in the transfer document, but is eaid

' of Asariufa'. The othsr namad Owner is Obeso,

1. The house occupied by the author, but originally the home of
Inspector Bill Burns, the officer in charge of the Goroka
Police Training Establishment from 1950 to 1960,

24 When interviewed on 18th September, 1973, Hanimc, the
Faniufa luluai, also put in a claim on bechalf of his people
for this section of the airstrip. He claims that Seigu
and Faniufa shared it betuween them,
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by Soso to have Teen a luluai.1‘

Dbeso'§ greater claim to fame rests on Soso's belief
that it was he wﬂo suggested the name GOROKA for the touwn
"because it ig the ground of our ancestors,"?2* This raises
the interesting question of how Goroka received its' name. There
8re a varigty of explanations ranging from the claim of one old
Manus policemanS' that it means "six o'clock in the morning" to
an interpretation‘once given to mMr, Robert Cleland, that Goroka
is "the place wheire one walks by night."a‘

Soso reralls that after the War "there was a competition
held to ghoose a hame for the town and this old luluai Obiso,
who lived near thb Zokizoi Creek, said 'Let us call it Goroka
because it is the ground of ocur ancestors,'" Ai-ae of Koroka
more or less conF%rmed this story, stating that when mr. Jim

Taylor uwas District Officer, Central Highlands, he held a competit-

ion to decide on @ name for the town, and the Asariufa luluais
suggested Koroka,fthe name of their parent village., This
competition was hgld shortly after Jim Taylor took up his
Position as District Officer on 1st November, 1946.5' The

name Garoka had béen in fairly common Usage throughout thg War,
and the competiti&n seems to be another example of Jim Taylor's
policy of letting!the local people feel that they were partners,
involved in the d cision-making process, When he réalised

that Goroka was a ’ore accurate spelling of the name than Garoka,
he wrote to his suCeriors in Port Moresby requesting a change

of name: f

"Authority and approval is sought to change
the spelling of GAROKA to GOROKA which is
I

1.9 Interview witH Soso, 2nd August, 1973

2. Ibid g

3. Constable Paliu in talk at Goroka Teachers College, June, 1972,

4, Personal communication fFrom Mr, R, €leland, A.D.C. Chuave,

5, J.L. Taylor: Circular letter dated 1-11-46, to Assistant
District Officers, Central Highlands District,
advising that he had "assumed control oF the
District and Division on 1st*Novomber, 1946 ,0
File 1/2/1, District Office, Goroka.




~59~

as near correct phonetically as it is possible

with oyr Present systam

"It is guggested that

of spelling,

it is not too 1late

to make the change as the name is not

yet included in much published material

and isE

unknown to the outside world....

‘"10

Sergeant Ubom was pProbably the first person to give

the name Koroka é wider application than its!
Uhen he éstablished the Police Post
it was éituated on the present site of Okiufa Primary

usage,

or 1937,
School,
In the days befoﬁe there yere

which is;no more than

and kunai covere% most of the

a clear View dowrd onto Koroka

In a talk at Goroka
1972,

he spoke a%out the naming

localised Asariufa
at Okiufa in 193¢

a quarter of a mile from Koroka,
systematic tree and coffee plantings
hill slopes, Ubom would have had

from his Police Post,

Teachers College on 18th October,

of Coroka:

"When I 'first came here the ground near

where I lived was called

Humi-Garoka, The

People priginally called it Humi-Caroka,

Just as they called
area Humi-Laveka,

this Teachers! College

When I first arrived

I found an olg man and I made him luluai,

I asked' him,
place?!'! He replied,
of my ancestors and

The name of the place

Afterwards the name
one,

But the old man

"What is the name of this

'This is the ground
I am the owner of it,
is Humi-Garoka,!
Garoka became the important
never used the word

Garoka, [only Humi-Garoka,"

By 1939, the name Garoka seems to have come into general

use.
that year by A.D.0. Bill Kyle,
situation in the grea,

stating that

Evidence Fo% this is found in a Patrol report written

He comments on the road

"From Kainantu to Bena Bena,

and thence to Gardka the road is excellent and further work is

in progress."z'

T« J.L. Taylor tb the Director,
Services and Native Affairs,
File 1/2/1, District Office,
25 Quoted in 2 letter from H,L.

Officer, Madang,
21 June, 1939,
the extracts was No, m,

Department of District
Port Moresby, 28-4-47,
Goroka,

Downing, acting District

to the Officer in Charge, Ramu, datod
Kyle's Report
67 of 1938/39,

from which Downing drow
(Kainanty File,

Land Titles Commission Office, Goroka,
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In the pllied Geographical Section's Terrain Study
of the Madang District, dated 6th August, 1943, there is a brief
description as follows:-

"Garoka;

New station, Three hours west from Bena

Bena on the Chimby track., Had a Warrant
Officer of Police in charge, '* byt was
usually run in conjunction with Bena Bena, 2
A small drome is near the station building,"“*

depi Moha claimstthat when this Humilaveka airstrip was constructed
during 1940 and 1841, a number of Asariufa men vere employed,

and when someone asked them what was the name of the whole
locality, they thought he vas referring to their ouwn place,

S0 they replied 'koroka’.s'

It shouﬁd not be implied from the fore~going that
the literal meaning of Goroka is 'ground of the ancestors',
Rather, the place Koroka was regarded as ancestral ground,
insofar as the Asariufa people Tecognised it as the original el
settlement of the first Asariufa villagers when they maoved “
across from 'Airpds'., But in a wider sense all of Goroka ,ﬂ
towun land is 'the ground of the ancestors', because the ancestors
were believed to have hunted over it or gardened on it, or in
the case of Okiufa and Komiufa, built houses on it,

Goroka - the ground of the ancestors! Considering
that the first Europeans who walked over this ground were believed
to be the ancestors of the Gahuku-Gama tribes, the choice of i
i
i

name is g happy one, suggesting beth itg: past and recent history,

1 1L
When the'local people first greeted the outsiders {

with cries of 'Here come tho spirits, pge Prepared to welecaome
them!, they hoped these uninvited visitors weuld not remain
among them for long. But the white men kept coming back,

|

l

(5 This is not strictly accurate, as Patrol Officer L.G.R.
Kyngdon took charge in October, 1941 (see section on Kami),

2 Allied Geographical Section, South Vest Pacific Area, Terrain
Study No, 59, Area Study of Madang - Volume 7y, Text and
Maps, p.24. 6th August, 1943,

3 Bepi Moha, First talk at Goraka Tearhers College, 16th
July, 1973,
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untit eventually the pPeople accepted their bresenco and came to

depend on them for peace enForcement, for shell and trade
goods, for medical attention,

They regarded thess Europeans
and evangelists with

and for new kinds of crops,
and their coastal policemen
a mixture of awe and curiosity, slcuwly

coming to terms with the new order which the newcomers brought,

When War came they discovered that the white man's
world had its lgss pleasant aspects, but they did not reject
it, nevertheless, And yhen the time camé that the white man
wanted to settle permanently in their midst, to establish
an Administratide headquarters and build a town, they paid

him the highest compliment by granting him portion of their

most precious Possession, land, "the ground of the ancestors",

*********************
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