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TO: Pauline Oliveros 

FROM: John Andrews 

RE: Educational Psychology input from me on the Music 2/105 development projects • . 

I. General virtues of the project 

A saving of faculty/TA time would result from the self-instructional methods 
using . computers. 

The self-pacing aspect is of especial value here because it would handl,e the 
problems posed by wide variation in music background of the students in Music 
2 and perhaps Music 105 as well. 

Many of the skills taught in music 2 involve psychomotor activity and memory/ 
recognition tasks for which immediate, frequent feedback is highly effective 
(as contrasted, say, with the complex concept formation required in a philosophy 
class). Individualized computer feedback is thus very well suited to this course. 

The opportunity to practice the awkward first steps of, e.g., singing notes in 
private, and to choose the time for public performance would reduce the embarrass
ment and anxiety I have observed to be an inhiniting factor for less skilled stu
dents in Music 2 sections. 

II. Specif~c functions I would perform 

Helping to define the courses in terms of observable behavioral learning 
objectives. 

Collecting data in Music 2 via questionnaires and interviews with students, 
observation and analysis of videotapes, re: 

.Tasks involved 
Student learning styles 
Specific obstacles to learning 
General student attitudes toward course 
Student suggestions for improvement 

Providing psychological ideas for the design of the experimental Music 2, 
drawing on such areas as: 

Experience with Personalized Systems of Instruction (PSI) in other disciplines 
Biofeedback techniques 
Behavioristic learning' systems 

Providing psychologiaal ideas for the design of the experimental Music 105, 
drawing on research into methods of stimulating creativity. 
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For both courses, providing formative evaluation, via: 

Assessment of student background preparation 
Data on stud-ent learning styles 
Monitoring rate and patterns of student learning periodically during quarter 
Assessing student reactions and suggestions periodically via 

interviews and questionnaires 
Assessing effectiveness of teaching with the new methods through questionnaires 

and videotapes 

For Music 2, conducting a controlled study comparing the course as .~currently 
taught with the experimental version, as to: 

rate of learning 
student satisfaction 
types of students, in terms of background and 
learning styles, who prefer each format 

III. Budget 

This would require approximately .10 of my time (a half day a week) during 
the course of the project. If we are to get underway in the spring, this 
would have to be included in the request. If my teaching development proposal 
is funded for 1977-78, the work could be done partly or wholly under this t . - -·--·· --funding but still should be included in the music project budget since. we 
will not know the response to my proposal before submitting this one. A 
note on this should probably be included. 
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