
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

DATE: August 13, 1979 National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, D.C . 20408 

REPLY TO 
ATTN Of': NNMM79-4321-ER 

sUBJI:CT: Reply to inquiry 

Dr. Gertrude Weiss Szilard 
8038 El Paseo Grande 
La Jolla , CA 92037 

Dear Doctor Szilard: 

You will find an answer to your inqui ry in the statement(s) checked below. 

l. 0 The enclosed information will help answer your recent inquiry. 

2. 0 The material you ordered 0 is enclosed 0 will be mailed in about ____ _ 
week(s). 

3. 0 Your order costs $-------

4. 0 Your refund of $ ___ _ 0 is enclosed 0 will be sent by Treasury check in a 
few weeks. 

s. [i] Enclosed are photocopies of documents selected during your 
recent visit to this office. 

Sincerely, 

EDWARD J . REESE 
Modern Military Branch 
Military Archives Division 

Enclosures 

Keep freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savings Bonds GSA FORM 6830 (REV. 2•72) 



---



INFORMATION FOR RESEARCHERS 

Research consultants are available in Room 201 to acquaint you with our 
procedures and facilities. They will arrange interviews for you with 
specialists in the various records that relate to your research; request 
additional records for you as you need them; discuss your problems with 
you and explore possible solutions. Please call on them at any time 
either in person or by phone. 

Initial Request for Records. After you have "signed in" with the guard 
at the entrance to the Central Research Room (Room 203), please identify 
yourself to the archives technician at the desk. When your records come 
in, he will get them to you promptly. Unless you have been told that it 
will take considerable time to get the records ready for you, do not 
wait more than 30 minutes without inquiring at the desk about your records, 
or call one of the consultants in Room 201. 

Protection of Records. (For complete research-room rules , see the 
Regulations pamphlet furnished with your researcher identification card.) 

a. 
keep 
time 
were 

If you are using loose unbound records in boxes or envelopes, please 
them in order. Use the records from only one box or envelope at a 
and put them back in the same order and facing the same way as they 
when you received them. 

b . Leave green colored "Reference Service Slip" on the same box , volume , 
or packet of records where you found it. This is essential to our refiling 
the records rapidly and correctly -

c . Please do not go away from your de s k leaving loose paper records 
out of their containers. 

d. When you have finished using the records, please inform the archives 
technician at the desk in order that the records may be refiled and thus 
be available to other searchers. 

e. Only pencil, ball-point pen, or felt-tip pen are permitted. Note­
taking should be done to one side of the document--never place a sheet 
of paper on the document for note-taking. 

f. Approved cameras, tape recorders, and photocopiers may be used, 
however a property pass for this equipment must be obtained from the 
archives technician at the desk. 

Reserving Records. 

a . If you wish to use the same records on the following day, ask the 
archives technician at the desk to put a "hold" on them. Failure to do 
so will result in return of the records to the stack area, and you will 
have to reorder the records if you wish to use them again. If you don't 
expect to be in again for a few days but want the records held, please 
give the archives technician the approximate date so the records can be 
held through that period. Generally, because of the reference activity 
in the records, we prefer not to hold records for more than a week. If 

GENERAL SERVI CES ADM INISTRAT ION 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES SERVICE 

GSA FORM 6717 (REV. 7-71) 



you need an exception to this rule, please discuss it with one of the 
research consultants or the archivist who brought you the records. 

b. To help ensure your getting the records you want for evening and 
weekend work, make your request by 3 p .m. (and no later than 4 p.m.). 
To telephone about advance requests for records, call the research con­
sultants on 963-6411 (Government code 13, ext 36411). If you wish to use 
additional records from the same group of records you have been using, 
and have the telephone number of the archivist who has been helping you, 
please call him first and if he is not available, then the consultant. 

c. When, during the evening or on Saturday , you leave a request for 
additional records, please indicate the date and the time (morning or 
after 5:15) you will be in to use them. 

Reproductions. Reproductions can be made from the records you are using. 
The research consultants will be glad to discuss the types of reproductions 
that would best fit your needs and see that the orders are taken. 
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General 
Services 
Admin is ration 

National Archives 
and 
Records Service Washington, DC 20408 

Date t-~e.y 7 , 197 

Reoly c0 ~1'?~r'79 - 3~46-EJR 
Anno~ If -

SubJeCt 

To Dr . Gertrude Weiss Szile.rd 
8038 El Paseo Grande 
La Jolla, CA 92037 

Dear Doct or S zilard : 

He e.re holdir.g 87 pages of photocopies selected from the rec 'Jrds of t he 

;.1anhattan Engineer District during your r ecent visit to thb offi ce . 

The reproductions ca!1 be furnished for $13 . 05 . 

Renittance should be ma d-= payable to the Nation3.l Archives Trust Fund (!r: ::-:::.1 ) 

and forwarde d ~o the Cashier, National AYchives and Re-.:ords Se:..""'.rice 

8th and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW , t.rashington, DC 20408 . Plee.se r eturn 

the enc losed copy of thi s letteY when placing your order . 

Sincerel y, 

r LvtJ v .{~ 
EDWAPJ) J . REESS 
r•bdern Nili tary Branch 
Military Archives Division 

Enclosure s 



ADDRCSS REPLY TO 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

CI IIEr OF ENGINErRS, U. S. ARMY 

WASHI NGTON, D. C. 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENG I N E ERS 

WASHINGTON 

R CFE:R TO FILE NO.-- ---

\ ,; 

October 28 , l942o 

The Honorc.bl~. 
The Attorney Generc..l. 

U• • : /, • 
Dear Hr. Attorn~y- ~ner~lj ;( 

(/..A.""' <JJ . ~ ~:< -
The~:- _ ,....-~:-.':._h::..3 k~::1 forcr.d,.t c. 

dispense wi th the se r vices of Leo E:ilcrd of Cnic~cc , 

- \:ho - ::; , .. orl:i c on one of the f!lost secret. \'o. r D:-­
pc rtmcnt proj ct s . 

It is cons id ered esscnt i~ to the ~roeec~ ­
t ion of the \':c. r tb c.t Hr . Szila rd, \.'hO is r..n encr:· 
a lien, be interned for the duration of tho w-rc 

It i s r eques t ed tb o.t en orde r of int ernmc;·. 
be issu ed a f:ainst l:r. Sz il-rd c..nd th E' t h E> be ennr ~ 

hended c.nd turned o~er to represent nt iv€~ of t h1 
department for internment~ 

Sinco rcl~ yo'.!:·~. 

Se cre t a ry of War . 

( : .. : .. . ' I 

., . . --- -· ·- --------
:t L·' 'tJ <· ~·-1 - D I - . ·-· · I L . \ ·. I \· ,- . l 

·--'~ \ 

( 



;!:Hetnllurgical JLaboriltorp 
P.O . BOX 5207 

CHICAGO 60. ILLINOIS 

May 31 1946 

To: Colonel A. H. Frye, Jr. 

From: Farrington Daniels 

Re: Certificate of Appreciation for Dr. Leo Szilard 

Name: Dr. Leo Szilard 

Address: Quadrangle Club, University of Chicago, Chicago, Illa 

BUTTERFII:LC 4~00 

Pl ace of Present Employment: l~etallurgical Laboratory, Chicago , Illinois 

Period of service to War Department: April 1, 1942 to present 

Character of Service: 
Dre Szilard was one of the first to have the idea cf the 

nuclear-reacting pile. He did experimental v10rk on piles before join­

ing the group of pioneers at Chicago who built the first successful 

operating pile on December 2, 1942. He was largely resronsible for 

getting the Governnent support for the development of atonic energy 

and it 1va.s due largely to his vision and initiative that the Plutoni'Ltl!l 

Project obtained its original start. He has filed several important 

patent applications for the Government. 
More recently Dr. Szilard has pioneered in the planning of 

neVI types of piles and has given much attention to the political and 

social implications 6f atomic energy. 

Sumrrary of services performed for inclusion in the Certificate: 

Dr. Szilard ·was truly a pioneer in the field of atcmic 

energy; has contributed much to the design of piles, and has given .~ 

.,such thought and attention to the political and social implications 

of the future uses of e.to~ic energyg 

FD:db 

~~==:.x;C:;;IF!ED 

F~~ 
Farrington Daniols, Director 
1fe tallurgical Labo r atory 

: N t\\ -!.) • :1 '3 o 0 3__9 
. By NM~S. f)a te ~-===-
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ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE 

tN lt&II'LY 

....... TO EIDMP-4 
MANHATrAN DISTRICT 

2:7 May 1946 

Subject: Recommendation for Military Decor ation. 

To: · The District Engineer, U.S. Engineer Office, Manhattan District, 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

1. On 23 May 1946, the Decorations Board appointed by letter order 
of the District Engineer, 25 September 1945, subject: ~Recommendations 

for Military Decorationsn, as amended by paragraph 16, Special Orders 51, 
Manhattan District, 13 March 1946, met at the District Office to consider 
the recommendation set forth below. The following Board members were 
present: 

Lt. 'col. 

Colonel Staunton L. BrO?;"n 
Lt. Col. James E. Travis 
Major Harold A. Fidler 
Major Henry E. Thurston 

Charles Vanden Bulck, Q-499878, 

Q-19356 
Q-257604 
Q-299655 
Q-913970 

CE, was absent. 

CE · 
CE 
CE 
CE 

2. The r ecommendation was reviewed carefully in strict conformity 
with all governing regulations. 

3. The Board recommends that a Certificate of Appreciation for civil­
ian war service be awarded to Dr. Leo Szilard under the provisions of Orders 
I of the Secretary of War dated 7 September 1945. 

For the President of the Boarda 

1 Incl.s 
Recommendation for Dr. Szilard 
dated 3 May 46. 

I 

THEODORE S. OHNSON, 
Captain, A.G.D., 
Recorder. 



( SECRET TillS DOCTJMENT OON~ISTS OF _I_....JPAG~ 

OOPY NL I OF d' SERIES tl 

Subjeotz Recommendation for Military Decoration (Dr. Leo S~ilard) 

EIDM4f.L-26 1st Ind. 

Manhattan Project, P. 0. Box 2610, Nashington, D. C~, 8 July 1946. 
To: The District Engineer, U. S. Engineer Office, P. 0. Box E, 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee. (Attention: Col. E. E. Kirkpatrick, in person). 

1. Reference is ma.de to the recommendation of 27 May 1946 
to the effect that a Certificate of Appreciation for Civilian Nar 
Service be awarded to Dr. Leo s~ilard. There are certain facts 
with which the Board was not familiar and which were unknown to 
Dr. Daniels that prevent the approval of the Board'& recommenda­
tion. Among these facts were the constant difficulty that the 
Vlar Department had in a ~empting to secure the carrying out by Dr. 
Szilard of his patent attorney agreements with the United States, 
and also his failure to devote his full energies to the work that 
he was assigned to do. It was quite evident that he showed a lack 
of support, even approaching disloyalty, to his superiors, parti­
cularly with respect to Dr. Compton, Director of the Metallurgical 
Laboratory. 

2. This disapproval will be kept secret, but Dr. Daniels 
will be infonned verbally by General Nichols. 

1 Incl.t 
n/c 

L. R. GROVES 
Major General, USA 
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THE Will TE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

My dear Dr. Sachs: 

.0. ·-- -- .J 

~~~~~~~-
-SECR-ET 

April 5, 1940 

I am grateful for your letter of March fifteenth 

enclosing the information from Dr. Einstein regarding the recent 

development in Uranium research. I have a sked ~ Secretary, General 

Watson, to arrange another meeting in Washington at a time con­

venient for you and Dr. Einstein. I think Dr. Briggs should be 

included, and special representatives from the Army and Navy. 

I am of the opinion that this is the most practical 

method of continuing this research, and I shall always be in­

terested to hear the results. 

Dr. Alexander Sachs, 
One South William Street, 
New York, N. Y. 

I 

Very sincerely yours, 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

c 
0 

p 
y 
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Dr. G. Breit 
Department of Physics 

p 
y 

The University of Wisconsin 
Madison, Wisconsin 

Dear Breit: 

420 West 116th Street 
New York City 
June 7, 1940 

SECRET 

Many thanks for your letter. I am enclosing a copy of Turner's 

first letter to me to Which I replied that if he wouid be willing 

to have his paper delayed I would be glad to ~orward his manuscript 

to the appropriate authorities. I also enclose a copy of Turner's 

second letter of which you have apparently received a copy. Sub-

sequently, I s aw Turner. He expressed his willingness to have his 

paper delayed and assuming that the paper has already passed out of 

the hands of Tate, he proposed to advise the New York office of the 

American Institute of Physics (Miss Mitchell) accordingly. Meanwhile, 

I was supposed to forward his paper to the Government departments in-

terested and askthem to notify Turner officially concerning their 

wishes in this matter. I take it that since, in the meantime; you have 

arranged with Tate to receive all~pers on uranium, this somewhat 

clumsy procedure upon which Turner and I agreed need not take place and 

that, accordingly, I need not take any fUrther steps in the matter of 

Turner's paper except communicating with you about it. 

Clearly, for you to be in a position to fulfill your function, tt 

is necessary that you should be fully informed of the work of Fermi and 

myself as well as other related work. It would be unsatisfactory for 

you to have Fermi's and my personal opinions without being informed of 

our reasons. This makes it necessary that we should be free to give you 

information concerning our work. SECRET 



. 
• 

-2-

•' 

This and other considerations make it advisable that a small 

group of scientists should receive full inf ormation on the work which 

is being carried out and that you Should be a member of this group. 

I have been lately taking a strong stand in favor of such a solu·~£~RET 

and I understand that the 13th of June may be fixed as the tirre 

and Washington, D. c. asthe place for a meeting. No doubt, you will 

receive official notice within the next few days from the proper 

authorities. It would be very useful if you could come to New York 

a day or two earlier so that we may have a number of informal cis-

cussions, in connection with the various complicated questions which 

will necessarily arise. If possible, thought should precede action. 

I take it that as far as preventing publicati on goes youere 

already handling the situation efficiently, and I have communicated 

your suggestion, that the Journal of mhemical Physic.s and the 

American Chemical Society should fall in line, to Urey. I told 

'him that you have already asked for such rontrol through official 

channels. SECRET 
Yours s in..;erely, 

(Leo Szilard) 
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Professor Louis A. Turner 
Palmer Physics Laboratory 
Princeton University 
Princeton, N. J. 

Dear Turner: 

y 

. ' .. 

420 West 116th Street 
New York City 
June 24th, 1940 

SECRET 

I understand that you have sent to Tate a copy of your 

last letter which was addressed to me and that, in consequence 

of that, some official action has been taken about delaying 

your paper. I take it therefore that I need not do anything 

about the matter myself. 

I wish to draw your attention to the last issue of Phys­

,. ical.Review in which McMillan and Abelson show that element 94 

! is produced from uranium by thermal neutrons. My guess is that 
I 

they will try to see whether this element shows fission with 

thermal neutrons, but I do not know this for certain. Since 

this is perhaps one of the most important questions to be de-

cided by a single experiment, and since it is urgently necessary 

to know the answer to it, I feel that thematter ought to be taken 

up officially or unofficially with Lawrence. Before doing anything 

about it, however, I wanted to ask you if you perhaps would prefer 

to write to Lawrence yourself and per~aps offer to go out to Berkeley 

yourself during this summer and collaborate in such an experiment. 

Would you be kind enough to let me know whether you intend 

to write to Lawrence yourself! 

With best wishes, yours sincerely, SECRET 

(Leo Szilard) 



Dr. Leo s~ilard 
Pupin Laboratories 

Dear Dr. S&ilarda 
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COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

Department of Chemistry 

' . . . . . 

- ~~ - SECRET 
June 7, 1940 

At the suggestion of Admiral Bowan, 'and with the approval and sug­
gestions of Dr. Briggs, I have been organiz.ing a committee to be called the 
"Advisory Committee on Nuclear Research." This is to be an advisory committee 
to the President's Committee on Uranium~ which consists of Drs. Briggs~ Pegram, 
Sachs and Einstein. The committee as suggested at present has been chosen 
from among easterners in order to decrease the expense of meetings and to 
permit more frequent conferences. It is proposed that the committee shall 
consist of the following& 

H. c. Urey, Chairman 
)(. A. Tuve 
G. Breit 

~ G. B. Pegram .. E; Fermi 
L. s~ne.rd· · . 

Wigner . E. P. . -. -· ¥ E. Teller~ . 
"·-.... -- ·- ... -"t #o 

,. :. • \ f . 

In the second plAoe, another advisory committee on the separation ot 
uranium isotopes has been proposed, to consist of the following mena 

\ ., .J. , I • .,. ~~ ~ , • I "''..,. ... .. • "} .' 

·· H~ . c. Urey, ~hairm.ail .i.~ ~ .. .- · · -~· - · 
.1. W. .Be B.III.S- --
R. Gunn _ :· · · .. _: ·. ~ -· · ·" 
E. Fermi' .. 
G. B. Kistiakows''"' .· -.~ .0 ., 

.. ... • ...., a." l., 
... ,'.. "' ~ .. • - ' · ., .... • 0 .. 

l ..• ~- - l6y colleagues here have be~n respo:iisibie for '·-wOr'lcihg' ' me . into the posi:. 
tion of chairman ·of ' both committees. I_ do not know that 1 am bhe best man, · 
but at least I am near to· the center of- work in this field and have the virtue 
ot being an American citizen, which is probably advisable in this case. 

- ~- . . ,··- .. . . ....,.., '( /~ ·... .. -. 
. We should like tO have you ~serve on the first committee~ for we· be~ ~ 

lieve that your advice on problems dealing with uranium fission would be _ 
valuable. It is proposed that the first committee shall have its first 

0 

• 
0 

.P SECRET 
.. - -.'I 

'· 

. · ' 

, . ~ -
." ' 
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Dr. Leo Szilard 
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. . : . 
2 June 7 • 1940 -·_· · · ·SECRET meeting next Thursday. the 13th. in Washington~ at the Bureau of Standards at 9 A. M., and I hope very much that you will be there and be prepared to · discuss these problems. 

We should like to keep the existence of these committees a relatively 
little publicized matter tor one of our objectives is to prevent the dis­semination of too much discussion of points which might have military value and it the committees are not known .to exist there will be less inqui~ about theme 

Hoping to see you in Washington. 
·, . 

Sincerely yours. -~ .. 
~ (signed) Harol_d c. Urey , · · . : 

.r. . ' 

.- · - r • • ·~ 
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War D e p a rtme nt Messa ge C ente r, 
R oom 3 <'! ~ 1, Munitiong Buildin g , 

ach ington, D. C. 

UG CH ICAGO ILL OCT 28 1942 425P 

GErERAL L R GRO VES 

ROO i.i .512 0 NE' \'.'AR DEP T BLDG 21 & VI RG I rJ I A 

SZ ILARD S ITUAT ION SY~~~ STABILIZED WI TH HIM RE~A I N I . ~ CH I CA ~O 

OUT OF COrHAC T \'.' I TH Ef ; !flEERS . SU '~:; EST YOU NO T ACT \'JI THO UT 
FURTHER CONSULTAT IO N CO NAN T AND ~Y SEL c 

AR THUR CO kiP TO t • 

61 4? . 
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. ., / _mttallurgic"al l.aboratorp 

·-· . .. October 30 , 19l2 
' . . .. 

;.1r . Leo Szilard 
. .. ·-. 

- - - --- .. 
A. H. Compton Proj ct Leader 

According t o instruction~ r eceived yes t ordny , this off ice is 
r eques t ed t o per .Jit tr&vel of t hose who cere cla ::: ci f i ed es "enemy elie.ns" 
only upon authoriza tion r eceived f rom the army off i ce t o ~~ich res . on­
s ibility f or t he ~ork • ·s been delegated . I phoned General Gr oves in 

an a ttem~t t J cl ari h m£tter , but without satisf ct ory r esults . 
In ·arti cul~r I t , ni m tl t I had &; proved your t akin& a brief veca t ion 
a t t he end of t ' s H asked t hat you r e!M.in in Chicago until he 
can di scues t h : he CoilleS t hrough Chicago on 

route o l i f orni a . 

In the meenti~e t2-v no . t ~native but t o ask you to r emuin 
· in Chicubo through :.\ond • 

I hope you 1:1Uy fino · r sib o·1, ver , t o t uke £ vacr· tion , 
st~rtint; i m.::'ledi a t ely if you ·i .go c..r ea, subj ect only to 
t he condition tha t you keep =.Ir s . nf .. m a s t o 'iihere you may 
be r enched. 

KT 
cc & General Groves 

---

_, 

~ 
0 



WAR DEPARTMENT 
P.o. Box 2610 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

REF£R TO FILE No. - --

I. 

1 H I ~ DOCUMENT CONSISTS OF . /. .. P"c;E (5) 

• 

Dr. A.B. Comptcm 
Uotallurg1oal Laboratory 
University of Chicago ' 
Chicago, Ill1no1a 

De&r Dr. Comptona 

NfJ .. :?.. OF .•• ~. COPIES, SERIES A .. . 

29 June 1SH.5 

I understand that at frequently recurring intervale 
Dr. Szilard_J1 absent from hie assigned plaoe ot work at the 

llotallurgioal Laboratory in Chicago and further that he travela 
extensively between Chica&Q, !few York and Washington, D. C • 

. Informatioo ie requeated with reapeot to hie travel 
&I to (a) whether he was on leave or duty atatUSJ (b) it he 
received p~ tor suoh absenoeiJ (o) ldlat travelling expensea 
wore paid by •tbe United StateeJ (d) what government bueines1 
._. transacted and (e) were you informed ot h1a tripa in 
advanoe. 

I would appreciate 1 t it you would make a complete 
report to me ot what time Dr. Sdlard haa epent on the projeot 
in the laat a1x aontha. I would alao like to know what poa1t1 w 
oontributi.on, it any, to the projeot befhaa aade ainoe 1 July 
1~. These inqu1rlea muat not ot oourae be diaouaaed with 
Dr. Szilard either direotly or indirectly. 

I - c ... ~-)~1!-t-._R~~ 
2 ~ :;J. ~~~ 
l _ -1~ 

Sincerely youra, 

L. R. GROVES 
llaJor Ganeral, USA 

-

' I 
I 
j 
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FROM STOWERS USE6 CHICAGO ILL DEC 45282 0 412 

TO THE WASH LIAISO OFC WASH D C 

TO BE DELIVERED TO COL K D i-JICHOL UP01J AR RIVAL. LEO STILL ON 
. / 

L. w. o. P. I - L CHICAGO BUT OT ACTIVE 0 r1 . L. DU TIES AND HAS 

REQUESTED HIS 
.. , "'' 

AME . OT BE RETUR1 ED TO PAYROLL AT PRESE T. 

EI Dl·i CGD- 4- 480 • 

END. HP 

END 'CB 

l 
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ACCESS RESTRICTED 

The item identified below has been withdrawn· from this file: I ~P 
File Designation 

=E -Date --l 
:::::r: 

Jipe· t=1 

::::0 
)::::» 

:::;::: 
In the review of this file this item was removed because access t o it i s )::::» 

I 
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 

:z 
in generaland specific record group restriction statements which are 0 

--l 
available for examinat i on . The item identified above has been withdrawn -

n 
because it contains: rn 

~ Security - ·classified Information 

c=J Otherwise Restricted Information 

-..,.. -.. - -- ~--~....--- ~· . 
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111<: .\J>QL:,\BTE H S SJXTfl SEH\ ' IC !·: CII\1\ J. \:-:D 

SERVICES O F S UPPLY 

11 1' 1' 1( ' 1•. IJI ' T i ll-: I•IHJ·:t 'T f iH, I~ I"I · LI . I (iJ ·: ~· ( I IH\" I "l lt t:o-.: 

t ' l\ I t: li i 'Eil .\ llt' I I.J) I :"i C; 

G il I<'A<O ll I Ll . l :"0 I S 

TOJ/ er. l 

Febr~ry 22 , 19~3 

1:\ J; E ! ' L Y H l :J'E H T O : 

SPY.:Q: 201 - Szil ard , Leo 
(VI /Z - 479- 2 (50-687) 

S1J3Z:C'l' : 

TO : 

DI . _Leo .SzilP rt~ 
( uacra.ngle Club 
Chic ago, Illinois 

L:ajor J ohn Lansca l e , Jr . 
Room 2E-65 5 
Pentagon Building 
Jrling t on , Vi rcinia 

~ t 8 ~· :: 

' .. - ... - -
• I 

. : - ' 
··•' 

: . ~ 

. -.---7 
-' .. ( 

1. Refer enc e is ne.de to letter f r om thi s offic e , d~t.cc:l 

December 2L~ , 1942 , sa me Sub j ect and f ile number , end particr:.l~::-2_-

t he 2nd I ndor serr:ent the r eon, dat ed J a nuary 2(·, 1943 , r ecardin[. ine, ­

vien y;itb I.:r . A. E. ',:~_!,f22re, Inspector i n Cha r f,e , U. S . Fost OfficE· . 

Chicago, Illinois , concer nin f t he appar ent ca r eles sne ss of a rr,~L 

ca rr ie r 'i'!ho permit ted i'.rr i t ten i ns truct i ons of his supervisor tc t­

deliver ed wi t h f.:r . Fer mi ' s mail. 

2 . On ?::arch 20, 1943 , the unC.erd gned Cffic er a r;ai n l nt.f- 1 · ­

vier.-ed I.:r . ;";"etrr: or e . r r . ·.e t ;nore had reques t ed t his intervie ·: i::: 

desire to acqua int t h i s Of f ice r nith t he mai n fa c ts of the invcsti!='cti r· 

made by the Post Offic e of t he t r:o cases i n v:bic h Su':Jje cts uncier i, .. 

v e"'ticc.ti on by I.:ilita r y Int elli genc e had been r..adc a war e t hc.t "Lh cp· 

mail v:as beinc; watched . ,'Jeto or e s t a t 8d t hc. t t he J ecl';:son Park Po::..., 

Offic e , a t Tihich the negli[ence occurred in this cas e, had been given 

prope r ins t r uctions i n t he pl a cing of mail covers , \':hi ch s hculd prevent 

any oc currence of this 1-:ind in t he future . This par t i cular i ncident 

occurred a t a~ime wh en a s.ubstitute carri e r Y:as on duty. In ' the other 

cas e y;hi ch had b een bro ught t o '.'.e t morc ' s attention , he said t hat t he 

Post Offic e in question had b een i ssued s i milar ins t r ucti ons , and a lso 

t ha t one carri er ha d b een penalized . 

3. It now appear ine t ha t this i ncident was a r esul t of 

neglieence , only , no further investigation of it is contemplated. 

For the Dir e ct or, Intel l i g enc e Divis i on : 

01,-. I: Cl -.. R, ' ' · TL L l. tC...r N C r rt ./ I ~I O N . H K ,. OOU/\ rt T ER S Sl~"\h b~ 't .. , ~., ., - ..,.. ... , _ :: .. o . & O S . C IV I C O PCr. .& BLDG .. C HICA r . o , I L L I N O IS 



ADD R ESS REPLY TO 

CHIEF OF ENGINEERS, U. S. ARMY 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

R EI'Eit TO FlLE NO.-----

v 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

O F FICE OF THE CHIE F OF ENGINEE RS 

WASHINGTON 

6 .JJ ;_ ..;'l' : B .u •. .;r..)und In~·or . .. ·. i r: c _J,c o r:.i! -0 u ;:-\. .i r. 1 di ~ ion 

L .. b ~ r 4 tv :" iU.J "-'- .:..o s n.l ~U3 C:...!· l oy.J.:.., . 

':0 : Dist:-L:t bL,~ in!) .: r 

~.L ... !l 1 ..: t r. :1. l.ii::nr ct. 

- . o. Box 4- . ~t-~:cn F 
1' 1 Yo .:·· • N. Y. 

1. He!'.;r c .u· :.:; yo-..:.r .L '! tt or ol' 1 i_.3 ( '1 • ~1C , _.:.ii-l.. , 

9ub j ect • .:. • .>o~e . L..·..J '!L. • .:;t1 ...; t1 o;.1 o~,__ Z' i :;: - ..; JL l ... be 

colninu.-,d u.a.5 i\. <1 U..o b ... :·r :. ~ - -· o:: t L3 r ..;.J ;,:O..,o . O;,.c lvtt.~r 

or ~. l.:.or:a c ~.il ouc tt i r: t.l.u- ':e : ~;:,1. th:; .l':):..:..lu be -· '..: [ t': ci 0 t. f or 

tLa ·p · .. ;~ ill$ of v_t tl i i ~fo~ -:..1 !,i oz: _ J.d unt·l .,] _r.-:r,: :~or 

c ur :. . l.. r: t L. ivl is 100% r ~li ~~ b !. ti . :~ c ... I!.Lc- t ~-';. r l y liis-

r . ! l~-~rl! r,: .. i D ~:vr Jvll . 

1-

L. lL . v .. lu '~:....:..J , 

Br i~~~ er G~~~r~l , c. E. 

....; . ·. .• 
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( CONFIDENTlAL 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

MILITARY INTE LLIGE N CE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

Su1jec~: r . L!'lo S::.il rd . ---------
J . !) • I.GG S:. il r4. G. v~~i e~ ·.:. s"!i .[. t on , r . 

/ 

C., on ,.; ...:.._"le 2 ~ hn:! rc ­
c on ~ . ::. ct"~ •'::or." r:n.::er Le<:is I . 

;_dr.ed i t .. e ::. i ty un i l .J •. I"'ls 22 . C1 J-....ne 22 
St "!....lS G a n n b.•. d 1unc"..-_ ri-t~ t!lis o:~:'ic3r . 'S r . Szi larf infc r .. te:l 4;Le r~ ce--tinn:..::- ~ ~7, t 1e "'Tn\: ' tn~} ::._-., b ~}~a t il!" i --:-- i::·e:' tr- ~e-.n C }_ .. 1:"..:-! ~ C ~ C" :_rL'.tS S ir._ 
cor..n •~ ction •·:i"':"!. :P~ur.:. "!1'-' u c or.__i~ si::n: in t r:"' " ::. v w' • ':'he ~il-;s o f t !.c r.,vy : eiJ:;.. rtu ent ::Wve be (jn r.>1ec~.ed , &n.:l . o r eco rd 0f 3..n L.._l .i_1lic ·ti un ~:- D • S:E 3.. ::-d a ;:;P. ::tr r: . ::'l te re i::; ~ ttu.c~:e c he r eto n eery o f t .1 t> rc r:o r t o:· .<o ur­vcil1ance of 9r . Szilaru , o r 'O .lr inf o rr~t ~on . 

2 . 'I' h~> f c l1m·;in~ i r..fo nu.·. ti on <-' i tl ! ref e r e n ce t o Co.,.,,_r. u.nc' e:- :-:tra us s w s obt P-ine1 frc:J L::. eu-':. . Sea"!) r pase , ~ - 2 li~-~.i .,on o:'ficf:J' -.·; :i th -:r.t:· Cff'ce o:' r (i ·,u] lnte11i~ence : 

l ,o\ 

L for Lie~ cnstc i n ) 

;~::. s istf,nt to (: 1 i e f of J u Crd . Let; ;r.un. :oes ,:los t o f t h e ;vork t L!l.t ari se s betwf:!e n Sec r eta r y o f Navy L..nd Ju Or d . Sits i n on ~ o int oa r ds wLen J~rry...: ITavy ha ve contract s >-:ith e. .1!lnu!'P.ctur'3r , 

U'rom 201 f ilc , 
6- 22 -4~ : . C' . fo r i n s pection c :' r.cteri~ l ~ ; ~rr ose::; 

13u rT' 1- 31 - 96 C h~ r1 e st n , ":e st ' Tiq;inia 
L ·.· E; ~l a. dd r eRs - 52 ilill iam St ., l !ev1 York City 
Cccupation - 3 o. P.kc r , men b e r of fir:n I~uhn , Loeb&. Co . (senio r partne r ) 

Director o f ~ . S. Rubbe r 
U . 3 . L ':? O. tite r 
Gen • .Ar.: . : r~nspor ta tion Co . 

:'raveled i n Europe , · .e:;--: i co , c ;.ine , apc..n. 

Reco;;..:ilcn ded fo r C ~ptnincy 1- 7- 43 by Chi e f of Bu :' r d 
Cf_'fe r ed cab i net post b~r lioove r - ~Rul F • . Foste r , Com.."'!";. . 

L.ct::. ve Du t -r 3 - 4 - 4 1 
L~ . Comm . - date uf rank 1 0- 1 ~ - 25 
Cor:!!.! , 1-12- 42 

CONFIDEr rTlAL - - ~ -
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( ~0NFIDElrl1AL 

·,'.'i.:'e - Llice En.nauer Str!:us s 
~ : .ilj - Le ·;is :-!·..n!:..:e r :-:rc.:1s~ 

.:.'~s o.:' s- :: - 41 :~e vras Cl1icf In s pecticn Sec t:.. on . T)e\·.i.scd ...... o. G:J.nized 
:sti:;.utinc iub- sect io n .... Inc en t i •~ p l P.n for : :;; s . .":.1 so a vi se r to 
Clea rin hous~ TI. ich faci lita te s c o!lection ~ transmi t al of infor­
:::"'.tion f r t1 e Sonc.. te :..: ::o us e Corrul!i t tees invcs tlt; atin~ t l.e !!s.vy 
Dcp.J.r"'c.:..r nt . 

!n . l.cr 

Colle t;e 
lio: :~e ..':.dd r es s 
Clu s 

:S sincss 

Le·d.s S. 
Ro sa Lichtens tein 

or..n 1.:.arshs.ll - Richmond I 14 ( Valedi ctori an) 
25 E 7f "th , New York City 
L!1lseri :1e , Ri c h:nond; Cen t· -:-y , Cit:,· :.:i.dre..y , r. Y.C .; 
N. Y. b.!.t c C of C; Nat ' l Re 1 Clu" 

Inst . for Grip l ed b. Ji so.c led 'N . "Y .) ~·-.n . Clilrl:-ens 
und , Be l Gian An . :C uc tt tione. l ::ound ::! tion , E::tron de 

HirP Fund , Co~ . for Foli sh Relie~ , ~asaryls Ins ti ­
t ute, Coordinatinc Foundation In c ., CoJL.,l f o r relief 
in Bel~)~~ . Finnish Rel i f Fund , ~uste rn Sand le 
Ho rse Bre ede rs ~ss . 

1. Sec of ' leishH?.n ~ .. ovies Inc . 
2 . S e c of U. S . Food ndmi n "str at.i.on , E . Hoover '17, 

'1 8 , '19 . 
3 . U. S . delet;ute to Fin a l Ar mistice Convention Spa . '1 9 
4. Kuhn Loeb '19 
5 . Partner , Kuhn Loeb '29 

Decorated by Po l and , Be l gium , CzechoslovaY.: i a , Ital~r, 

Rouinania , a nd I tal .,: fo r World Wa r Services . 

mransferred r.v.s. to o.v.s. 2-2 5-41 

7-16-25 Se c Ha.vy requests enrollmen~ i n I. V. S. 

Chief , 

1 Incl osure : 

For the A. C. of S., G-2: 

, _~ . wu:d~ 
cut Co lonel , Fie l ~ _rtiller~ , 

tiga tion ~ Review Br anch, CIG , ~IS . 

Cpy r. e ~o rpt 6- 2?-43 re Szilar d 
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ACCESS RESTRICTED 

The item identified below has been withdrawn· from this file: 

File Designation 

Date 

From 

To 

In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 

restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 

in generaland specific record group restriction statements which are 

available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 

because it contains: 

fi( Securi ty-·cla s sified Information 

c=J Otherwise Restricted Information 
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ACCESS RESTRICTED 

The item identified below has been withdrawn · from this file: 

File Designation 

Date 

From 

To 

In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 

restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 

in generaland specific record group restriction statements which are 

available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 

0 __, 

('""') 

because it contains: rn 

~ Securi ty-·cla ssified Information 

c=J Otherwise Restricted Information 
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8-23-43 . 

GEN L R GROVES 
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CORRECTION ON THE TELETYPE CONCERNING JAMES HUME1 
• y 

- , '$' " '\ ,. • 

CLEARANCE GRANTED JAMES HUME 23 AUGUST 1943. REF 

• • ... ..!· ' 

WASHINGTON D C 

.. 
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Of.J' I C£ Or A .. E/'<. EJ GI\l[R 

C IC ' GO AREA 

/'.TTC.'T I OH - - LT COL HE BERT llETCi' LF 

ADVl SE SEJU AL l'~W'1BEH OF SZI LA RD AB !\N DO tJE D DIV I SI ON AL APPLI CATI ON 
~N D SECU RE f ROM SZI LAR D POWER TO I NS PECT AND MAKE COP IES THEREOF 

,' I' ! ! r . "1 .,.. 
I 

FNti 
I • :. I 

. : I ' I 

I 
~ I ! , . ! I I I ' I I I END Al1C ~ I I 

I • I 
I I I ' I I r I I •, r 

I L, ! \_ LJ. L \ - ' ' .. END HP X 
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AODr.~S rl CPLY TO 

l ~ ( : i' " " 
. l -!' v l ( I) l 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
CHIEF OF ENSINEEf\S. U. S. ARMY O FF ICE O r TH E CHI E F O F EN G IN E ERS 

IVA~HiriGTOt~ . D. C. 
W A S HI NGTON 

\ ' ' \ 

R c:r CR TO FIL .. C N O.-----

::r . Le o :J z i l c. r d , 
r;e·:. Yor l: , 1:. Y. 

Dee- r Sir : 

8 Oc t ooer l C:L,.J . 

I d esire to j r.' ri te ~ro;.~ r ntter.t i cn t.o t hr ff c 
t !-.a. t t:-:_ Sccr c t .... r:r of · .. '- r he.s o:'fici.::. 2l ;r c'r:t c r . . inec -: .. ~­
.... ] ]. of t he \. or ;· of t ra, c..n i_ttc. Lis<,r h · i n· ·0Jvrr .,. , 

1::-.ti on:.. l DP-:"' !" S f! \:i t }L:.n tl ! e I e ··n.:..n. of' 51) r . ~ ' C c ~!L 

];' . l 'his i nc l udcs til l i nf ol'Lr r, i cr T'L j ·tt1 i nir. ~ t o ""v 

pro." .c t on v:hi ch y ou l!a\'e been \.01 ·l: i r.c• e. t t Le L; n i ver:- ::: - ­
cf Chi c :l ~·o . /clJ s1.: ch inforrr_.., t i on is vj .. 1 r~. t lw ! . :::.tic~-- ­

Def f'n S an" fc.l] s y; i tl.i n t he nl'.I'\' i C\ or T) lc L·!ti o:·.- ~ 

.!.: s~ i on-.: ·~ e Act . 

It i s oesir cd t lJ . V01.1 nc l: noY:lecl r·c; 0 " r i--n:-. :,;.· .: 
in t he lac e r r ovideo e l m. , t },r 1·c c t 1..1 <.' '.' c ' a r e a· .. ~ ­

of t l e f or e[, oim; an r~ t 1. :. ~ rm: \.ilJ no. ,....; vc :- 1 - · in j c~· 
ticn of nr.:v k i no r .l c ti n , t o t r.e n r o.1 rci.. t. o C~'' una ui..i_ r · ­
i zcc' rco r s ons . 

-~~~ 
L. h . GrW'f !:S , 

Br i G2dier Ger.cr. l , c. E. 

I h E. v P r ead &nd tl :or ov :h l y under s t nnd t he e.b ov nd r·ish to 
s tn t e t 1.e t I \;i ll c or;.p l ;v v.i t h i t v.hol ehec.: r t en y . 

r 
t 

.t' 1 • • r 
r ; I .. 

:u:o SZ I L!..RD 

'J •• d y .C"' ... ! r •1l :..) •. I ,' ._ , t \' _ 

r' . ...._· · th'" '. ''':l' ' r L•• • 0 : · J, (· r"' r.~t ~"1 

• ..- I • ' t I ~1' 1. . .. \'' ' . . ! ~ . ..,. ./ . ,. ~ 

~ 1 1 .. ('. . .!1, l . . ,. ld .• , ll \ 

•, l II ' • t • \ t I ' 1 j C.. r 1 , C l'), f ~ 

It"..-- . n. : '"' " U L .4 . ~ r.::. ~ I. r !,. 
r 'c . t ! . -. 

· - ~L/•.S SIF I E D , 
1 1-. I, •. ' r ·\ r_ , \ "') (_ 1 :~-
.t --.---:-- ...-
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' ADDRESS REPLY TO 

CHIEF OF ENGINEERS, U. S. ARMY 

WASHINGTON , 0 . C. 

/ 

R~P'"K" TO f'ILL NO. ----

Ur. Leo Szilard 

This document coneists of 1 page. 
No.~ o~ copies - Series A • 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS 

WASHINGTON ..,. . 

CONFIDENTIAL 
9 October 1943 

· ~ 420 1';'est 116th St. 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is made ·to your telegram dated 8 October 
to Lt. Col. Lansdale. 

It is my understanding that at the conference re­
c~,tly held between you, Captain Lavender, and Lt. Col. 
Lansdale, you stated that you would proceed to a settle"llent 
of the law suit between you and Mr. Isbert Adwns so that you 
would be in a position to convey all interest in in~entions 
made by you prior to your er:.tployment on Govemment contracts. 

You were assured that as soon as you were able to 
convey full rights, .negotiations -~uld be entered into with 
a view to acquisition by the Government of any rights you 
may have and your reenployment on Government contracts. 

I repeat this assurance, and I believe that we · 
will be able to arrive ~t a satisfactory settlement after 
the Ad~~s matter is cleared up. · 

Copy No. 1: 
2 & ): 

Addressee 
Gen. Groves 

Very truly yours, 

L. R. GOOVES 
Brig. Gen., C. E. 

~ . ~ -~CD 1j F 1 0 _(~_!J.~!£~ 
\/'1 
\ · ~ DECLASSIFIED ~ 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

CI/HB 
JL/jfb 

11 October 1943. 

13MORANDUH FOR GENERAL GROVES : 

Subject: Dr . Szilard. 

There is forwa rded herewith for your inforr.1ation 

a copy of a telegram received by the undersigned f rom Dr. 

Szilard. 

For the A. C. of S., G- 2: 

cc to Capt. Lavender 

~ 
9-& 

'----""" 
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( rSECRET 
~ .r. order of the Chief of Engineer. 

·~~~~-=- -~~ 

12 Octobe r 1943 

The attached l etter from General Groves to Mr. Leo Szilard 
inviting his attention to the deterinination by the Secretary of ~.ar 
tha t the work o.f the l.1 ~111hattan District involves the National Defens e 
within the meaning of Title 50 U. S . Code 31 and 32 , and requesting 
his acknowledgment by s i gnature on the l etter representing that he 
is aware of this and representing that he will not g ive any such in­
forma tion to unauthor i zed persons , r.as handed to hlr . Szi l ard with a · 
r equest for siGnature in the presence of Captain Lavender, Lieut. 
G. B. Davis , and Lieut . Colonel John Lansdale, Jr . 

Mr . Szilard stated that , of course, he was aware of the 
Secretary of l1ar 1 s determination referred to, and stated that he 
would not disclose any inf ormation concerning the District to un­
authorized persons . Howeve r, he declined to sign the statement set 
out at the bottom of the letter. 

Captain R. A. Lavender, USN 

Lie 

3J DECLASSIFI ED 
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IN R~,.L.Y 

flt~,.£R TO 

r 
' 

EIIH D-1 

WAR DEPARTMENT 
UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE 

MANHATTAN DISTRICT 

p, O. BOX -'& 

STATION F 
NEW YORK, N . Y. 

14 October 1943 

MEMORANilJM to Brigadier General L. R. Groves. 

Attached is receipt covering your letter of 9 October 
1943 to Leo Szilard. This receipt >vas signed in t he presence of 
Lt. B. W. Menke. 

Incl..: 
Receipt 

J<. J.5Y1 
K. D. NICHOLS 

Colonel, Corps of Engineers 
District Engineer 

""' -- - .. -~ 

J _,· 
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Ube Ulni\?ersit}? of <tbfcago 
Mctnllurglcnl '1Lnborntor}? 

Bri r· . G::m . :::. . R . Groves 
P. o. Box 2610 
~ - < s''-:::.n.;t o:l , J . C. 

De.:-cr Gener[~:L Gr oves : 

~ovo .. ~ar 10 , 19~3 

The ; u 2s t.i.on of re-e :-::~)loyin:=; :Sea S:<.iL ... r .i i s c:c;=.i:1 bsfor e u ::: . 

<-" t "1e ;>a t ent si t u:::tion se:n'.s c..t :!.e2.s t for •. J.:-... 2.1- to !.:·ve oeen 

cle:-r~d . It i s my ju e ;n:mt t hat \ .'C S~1ou:Ld e it:'lsr l'l ;·C e h i;, F ... ::::.:.!. 

on our c.;J1Jloy . .l·:::i'l t r oll ::. s a :r.e:1b:: r o f o r r ;;!Sc:...r c t~f£' or ·(_·_ ~.-~ 

he should. be ol'i'i c i2lly discor..n ct·:d .fr .J•,• t he _;rej e ct . ::is .:2·e:; __ 

sti .c·..1s is th:::: t of en inde.fini te lc L~ve of 2.bsonce ·;;i t w)Ut. _t-!<:• 

in \ .':lich cr P~'.Ci t y he i s free to dis curs T:l2.tt :-l r S :.i t ll .. 9:-:lber. c,_ 

our 1Jroja ct .:-;.nd c c-_nnot r::.v ·oid le.=.rnins of our .!i" jor de-,r-:;lo1•:F~ll t f:. . 

To ' r e vcmt such cont.:::cts it r:i J. l b~ n ece., ,::. r y ...._ o r e;;n re 'i i -:. 

off.i.ciR-lly fr01a our rolls , ;-" 1, r o ce.::lure ·:.~:ich ·:.lll I b: l l.;v 8 c ::.v­

w1c.eci ::.:-cble ilh:ill on t : e 1J: .rt , b •)t:1 of h .~.ns3lf ::.nd l:is 1·r 1-;::::... .. 

:::cy I ~ccor- ingly I"::! ~uest cmt horization to H9.Joint hiT:l ;: ~;_:_ 

on t~1e r egul.:' r Sctlary 01 the :r.et ;:cllurgicE:l L.s bora t o r y to c :mC:~u~ 

re::Jew-cl1 an :'ier r . 7ermi 1 s d ire ction . Gro.nt l]d th ·-..t t he c.djust. i: .. 

pro~;o:;ed by Ca_;Jte.:n Lc~ve:1c'ier h:o..s been ;m.: oc, 1 s~oulc!. ··. :~n7 -~ 

f:. r nmLe !liE' s a l ary e s t l-le :nedi G-:'1 :Lor t~1 e r3se~rch ;1o~:.. tinn ·.;:-,ic 

he nil l OCC'.l~>Y . 

t! //, ' 'v ,-;"/ 
v . . .... v 

I 

KT fl_rt mr H. Cmn_pton 

cc : A. v. Pe t erson 
J . c. Stear ··1s 
s . ::<. .tUl ison 

- ' - .. . ._,__.......... . ... 

~IDWA Y Qf:j()Q 

FXT. 1290 



... 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

CI/ l.3 
JL 

ll Novenb~ r 1943 . 

Sub ject : Dr. L o S zjlard . 

1 . There are a tta ched tr~ns l ations of s e~~ r l docu~~nts w: i ch 
wer in the po~s ssion of Leo Szila r d prior to t~ e confe rence in 
IAs hin: ton be~¥een Szil a r d , CGpt, in Lav ,nder, ~d t .is officer . Of 

course, :1s.ny of t hese documen t s a re vi t hont d~ es or c onnecti ng raater ­
ial. These t !1in0 s t he c onfi cent i:.il info r:na n v;-3. s unab l e to obt~. in . 

It .:..s believed , b0wever , that in vie\ / of your knoH le ; e of: t h e patent 
si ~uuti on , they ~a conta in in no r na t ion of ~o~e i n t ere s t to you , ~nd 

tha t possi bl r you may wi sh to s : 0 v1 th~rr. to CB.p Bin LftVtmder . 

31 I nc lo s ures: 
?hotos t utic copies of 

papers of Szilard ' s . 

Li 

For the A. C. of S., G- 2: 

J ltl • LAJ S~.'2 .t:: , Jr ., 
olone l , Field Artil lery , 

.{evi cw Branch , CIG , l IS . 

;""'lrY•· "'T:"TI'Jl ·r·· ~, I • r 
J . • 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
M ILIT ARY INTELLI GEN CE SERVICE 

W ASH INGTON 

Jv"bt, ORAh DU1!: FOH GEh .r.:Rh.L G.H.OVES : 

Subject: Leo Szilard . 
"---------

26 l ovembe r 1943 . 

The r e is attached a rathe r intere sting sununar y of 

informat i on prepared by Lieut . Jones , and I must confess that 

I am at a loss as to how to check the possibilities suggested 

in the concluding parag raph . Do you have any reliabl e informants 

in Lehman Brothers 2 

For t he A. c. of S., G-2 : 

l I nclosure: 
Sof I f r Jones r e Szilar d 
ll-15- 43 

Chief, 

,. ~ . ..... ~- · 

~~----~~--~~~--------~------- ~ 
r 

1
1 "':'-.... DECLASSIFIED r"'l r-... · --.._ 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
H ~ , U 1U, , f~: • 

, . ·~ .'r . ~ 
I . I ~ '- ' 

I . "./ ~ 
I , 1,..-5 

\) 

OFFICI:.. , ,,~L. 

Subject: !EO SZILARD/ 

Summary of Information: 

..- I 

. 
r lvt• 

·" ,. . '"" 
'r'OJ/rr.eb 

Ch1oego, Illinois ___ __ 
(Place) 

15 NoTember 1943 
(Date) 

Information frO£J. a reliable intorma.nt indioatea that a 
representa tive ot the Chica~~ offic$ ot Lehman Brothersvhas recently 
stated that 1 t is the beliet or his firm that the European var will 
be concluded in six months, and that advice on inTeatmenta i• now 
being g1 ven on this bMis • The firm baa apparently tel t since last 
B\UIJiler that the end ot tha European war has been in sight and now haa 
even more definite beliefs. It has not been possible to laarn the 
apeci~ic reasons tor the firm's position in this matter, the ~ression 
having been conveyed orally to the Chicago ottiee by the ~w York office. 
~estioned as to the authentloit,r ct such a report, the representat1Te 
ot the Chicago office mentioned that a DUmber ot partners and employees 
ot the firm are now in intluenUal sarTioe or war posi tion:s • inoludine 
several ill ifashi.ngton, and one employed e.a a oiTiliaa b7 the canbined 
Ob.ieta or Staff • 'l'he impression conveyed wu that these men are en­
abled b7 their posi tiona to give the ti.rm sound advice. 

n is 1'urt~ reported that another repre.sentatin of the 
Chioago oftioe recentlT returned trom JJew York wi tb the raa»r that 
the war with 1a,pu nll oeue at about tbe aa.m~ tilr» u the war witla 
GeriJJU17• The scruroe ot this rumor ia not knolrll, and it is not kncnal 
whether it represents ~h• position or Lehmall Bt-other•• 

While expectation ot peace aeama to be growing more det1Di te 
ge:z:aera.ll.7 ia fin.ancial circles, it is interesting to recall, ill connec­
tion with the above ~-ormatioa, the relationahip between J.EO SZILARD 
and Dr. ).twric!_ Sachs .ot Lehman Brothers. 'nda a;: ;;;!:.s:?;;1 n4 .. / 
SZILARD •s deai"ings wi tb: _Q.'!!!~~de;: ~.!'i!J..t.~t~ ot Ki..lhlf', 
Loeb and co., and the •strauss 8I'Oup•, whomever that may consist ~f. 
The possibilitr that these two houses are cog:cizant of the nature and 
~lioations ot SZILARD's present work seems u:z:aremote, and a miacon­
ception of certain elements of time might conoeivablT lead to th8 
adoption of such policies as are mentioned above. 

Evaluation 
-of source -of information 

Previous Distribution: --------Reliable ____________ _ 
--------Credible ____________ _ 
--------Questionable ________ __ 

Distribution: 

.- ~. Col. Lanadale, 1r. (2) 
Capt. Calvert (2) 

--------Undetermined ________ __ 

Lt. XiDB CONEIDftcl::UJ.. 



-. 

Captain R. J •• Lavemer, US!I (fultiJ"Od) 
1530 P Street, li. \7 . 
ashin.;ton, D. c. 

I ac inclos!.nt; a CCJ7 of a {:\2arru~ i'ra. 
Col. Lt:u:.~c to.:;ct·.cr :. t.~ t !:e thlrty-one 1nclo­
m:r-cs . i heae ere t:.e CJ!.!,:r i nclcm:rt!.!J ~e have so 
ploase &end t..~er.. 'U.:c}.. J..lco I clou~t. if Szila-'"'Ct 
Jr..nat-~s e Lavo t_ eso ·copies oo ple~ao be ,t.7ll!.ded 
accordin,:ly. 

Inela. 

nvw 

L. lt. Gh O'VES, 
origad!.Qr General , c. E. 

~ DECLASSIFIED ,..... "" 
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SECRET 
P. 0. BOX 2610 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Dr. J.. H. Canpt~ 
,.<:J! 

Un1vers1~ or Chioago. 
Kotallurgical L&borator,;. 
Chie&Go. Illinoie. 

Dear Dr. Comptona 

( 

25 November l94S 

Wl th retorenoe to your letter ot 10 Jlovember 1943 
and to numerou.e oon,.raationa we have had on tho catter ot 
Loo Ssilard, I teal most atro~y that he should not be re­
employed b.T you without ~ prior approval. Tho question or 
)lr. Szilard'• reemployment muat await the solution ot tbe 
patent problem. 

l'ihenonr we think we ha'1"e the patent situation 1n 
hand and are in tull ap-oeJDINlt, Kr. Szilard euddenly and with­
out warning ehl.t"ta hie position oompletely and we ba.ve to etart 
all Oftr &pin. 

~ ......_., .-... w- '!kilL L. R. GROVES. 
'1'.' ,;mq .,. aa~~31>01 ...._ c1. e. v.-.. Brigadier General, C. B. 
·:. ' • ., Otl&b> tha aeanU., cf lbe ~ .&cit. 
.'l \' 6.. C., Sl cm.t 3%. aa ~ • 
'"""5Jt..< i.oa or lbe ••nlatioD ol ltl _...,. 
.lllGJ!r-to-~....-11 
~1-.cs Jlr klw. 

• 

SECRET 

LRG:nk· 
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STA. oDARD F ORM N.:> . 14 A 

APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT 

MARCH 10. 1926 

r 

F ROM: WAR D EPARTMENT 

BUREAU ······ ··· · ············ ······· · ········ · ····················-· ···-··· 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RATES 

Clc::re . ont Rr.,:--nes Co 
Ver:nn Eonse Sicilir:~'1 Ave nue 
3 loomsbury Squ are 
Loncion, t' . C. l, ::: -G1P.~~D . 

3-HH99-l 

for r..; ' :p r. tent 'c:.s ·oe:e ::l pai :i c/o :etc..l lurt:;:!.c:' 13-u urp_i..C·. 

•·nive r s ity of C~ic~ o , C~~caco, I lli~ois . 

I 

I 
Lor2.ne Detre .. . 

I 

\ 

4-~ ~'\ v enue d.u Collec e 
F-u.llylau~a.'1ne , S',; L 'ZE=:.:.. . ...:~J 

1'-: 

' , 

NM'S <1'' 

( ·-
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ACCESS RESTRICTED 

The i t ern identified below has been wi thdrah'n· from thi s fi l e : 

File Designation 

Date 

From 

To 

r-__,~ / I 
( j 

(. 

; I ( _,.... "' I 
I . , -" . 

( 

I 
/. I . ' ' ! , 

1~~-J,.~.~.~-+r~ ------------------------------------

In the review of this file thi s i t em wa s removed becaus e access t o i~ is 

restricted. Restrictions on records i n th e Nat ional Archives are state ' 

in general and specific r ecord group restriction statement s \vhich arc 

available for examination . The item identified above has been withdr~ ·;, 

because it cont ai ns: 

~: Security- Cla 5 s i fied Informat ion 

D Otherwise Res trict ed Information 

r' 

GENER!\L SERVICES JID>ill..;ISTRATIO.'J GSA r or.M 7117 t 2· 72l 

GSA DC 7 2 .1 0 42 1 

I , 



-r() rrrittr.b at 

r Otgnal (florpa, ' ttiteb Otates 1\ rrity 
War D e p a rtment Message Center, 
Room 3441, Munitionn Building, 

W ashington, D. C. 
============================== 

' . .'C7l 35 L 

U Cl : I C~GO I Li_ GCT 2G l 942 l1 5) P. 

GGJEn~L L R GRO ES 
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t~ANHATTAN LIAISON OFFICE vJASHIPGTO!~ D C APRIL 28-3/07 E1 

AEXX AREA ENGINEER 

CHICAGO LIL 

ATTN A V PETERSON 

PLEASE GET t'AJOR PETERSO J TO THE TELI:TYPE TO RECEIVE AllD ANSL£1~ 

!Ml'I:DIATELY A CODED f1ESSAG£ ADVISE ~1E t·. HE! HE IS AT T [ t'CY.Y 

l·1ACH INE • 
. . 

THIS IS THE LAST UNCODED MESSA GE TO BE SENT • HI:REAFTER ALL MESA G: 

A .. £ o E:_ _ ;· c c:Jr; 

--
KC 

~AJOR PETERSON CHICAGO 
I N CHI CA. GO AND IF SO IS HE r\EE. ·;_ ; .. IS SZILARD 

REGUL AR HOURS AT Ut IVERSITY PLS ANS 
·· HOUR~ AT UNIVERSITY. DO NOT BELIEVE HE IS KEEPING REGULAR ,0 

HE \· AS HERE 0 LY A SHORT TH1£ THIS NORNING.. 1•1IN 

PEOPLE HA\ E ARRIVI:D FR0t·1 VERIW i~ 
PLE ASE I NFORt1 ME AS TO \'HAT IF ALlY 

SHYTZ GROUPS GENERAL L R GROVES 

I:ND AMC .. . , 
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ACCESS RESTRICTED 

The item identified 

File Designation 

Date 

From 

To 

In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 

restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 

in generaland specific record group restriction statements which are 

available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 

0 
---; 

n 
because it contains: rn 

8 Securi ty-·cla ssified Information 

c=J Otherwise Restricted Information 

u thority 

~ 
I 

GENERAL SERVICES AI:MINISTRATICN GSA FORM 7117 (2·72) 

GSA DC 72 . 10421 









IN REPlY 

REf"£R TO 

EIDl1G 

. 
Copy L of 3 cooies. 

( 
Seri es A. 

ARMY SERVICE FORCES 

UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE 

MANHATTAN DISTRICT 

OAK RIDGE. TENNESSEE 

P. 0. Box E 

, .. 

31 October 1945 

Subject: Leo Szilard 

To: Eajor Gen. L. R. Groves, P. 0. Box 2610, "r'i ashington, D. C. 

1. As of this da te, Dr. Leo Szilard is still on t he Metallur­
gical Labora tory payroll. 

2. Captain R. A. Lavender ( U.S. N.) has requested that Dr. 
Szilard remain on the project until certain patent agreements have 
been signed . 

3. No f urther action will be t aken by me for r elea se of Dr. 
Szilar d until t he pa tent af reements are sipned unless f urther instruc­
t i ons a r e r eceived f rom you. 

l . 

\ 

?·tJJYJ~ 
K. D.· }JrCHOLS · 

Colonel, Corps of Engineers 
District Engineer 

SECRET 



- - "'-HEADQUARTERS, AR'vfY SERVICE FORCES r . 
MEMO RC' . -iNG SUP 

TO THE FOLLOWI NG IN ORDER INDICATED: 

NAME OR TITLE ORGANIZATION BUILDING AND ROOM INITIALS 

1 
~ f~ DATE 

z ~~ 11-. _. 1: 1._ 
3 "--

NAME ORGANIZATION BUILDING AND ROOM DATE { . 
FROM: 

TELEPHONE 

W. D ., A. G. O. Form 0115 
1 October 111« 

Thb Form supenoed"" W. D ., A. 0 . 0 . Form 0116, 23 March 11144, I 
which ma;y be wed until e:dstlng stow are exhausted . 

1&---11060-2 . .. o 1-. -.•. 

I DECLP.SSIFIED 

1 N \\.\ ~ · ~ '3 o 0_2_9.-=---<=--=- ' 
. By NARS Oate 

==~==~---------=.-~-- ·-
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IN IOI:I"LY 

1011:1'11:10 TO 

, 
( 

EID1lK 

T This docume1 '· consists of 1 pg; . -~. AVE SECRE Copy _j_ of1 , Ser ies A. ~ 

ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE 

MANHATTAN DISTRICT 

OAK RIDGil, TENNI:BBIIIE 

P . O. Box E 
4 luarch 1 946 

Subject : Le o Sz ilard 

I;;E .JORJI..NDUhl t o Br i g . Gen . K. D. Nicho l s 

Inc losed here11ith is e. l etter fo r y our s i gnature to 

~ajor General L. R. Groves with reference to Dr . Leo Szilard . 

A. V. FET2 ~\S O~~. 

Lt . Col., Corps of Enbineer s 

Inc l.: 
Ltr. t o Genl . Gr ov es , in dup . 

I DECLJl.SSIFIED 

1 N h\ 3) · ":"\ '3 o 0 '3 9 



T 1is docwnent consists of f:PG · 

SECRET Copy ____L r 3, Series A. .® 

IN IO&PLY 

ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE 

MANHATTAN DISTJtlc:T 
IU:I'IUI TO EIDl.lli: 

OAK RIDQI:, TENNEaSEit 

P . O. Box E 
4 •.lar ch 1946 

Subject : Leo Szi l a r d 

To : 1.:.ajor Gene r al L . H. Groves, P . 0 . 3ox 2610 , Washington, D. c . 

l. As of thi s date ,. Dr . Leo Szilar d is sti l l wi th the 
. :.~etallurcical Laboratory: He has been in a status of l eav e of 
ab s ence without pay sinc e l December 1945 . 

2 . Captain :rt • .h . Lavender ( USN) has requested that Dr. 
Szi l ard remain with the project unti l certain patent aGree:::J.ents 
have been signed . 

3 . These patent ag reements have not yet been signed . 

?-/..~ 
K. D. l ICHOLS , 

BriG• Gen ., Corps of Eng i neer s 
Dis t r ict EU8 i neer -
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ACCESS RESTRICTED 

The item identified below has been withdra\m· from this file: 

File Designation 

Date 

In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 

restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 

in generaland specific record group restriction statements which are 

available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 

because it contains: 

~ecuri ty-·cla ssified Information 

c=J Otherwise Restricted Information 
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AuthoritY\ sc; 
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GSA DC 72. 10421 
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( 
r OONFIDENTfAL 

WAR DEPARTMENT · 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

Nay 8, 1943 

MEHORAl'IDln-1 FO? GENERAL GROVES: 

Subject: DSl-i 

There i~ attached copy of the reply recP.ived by 

Leo Szilard · to his rec~nt cablegram to Switzerland. This 

is attached both in the form in which it was sent from 

Swi tzerlfUld and in the form in which it was transmitted 

to Szilard. Information in Szilard's file indicates that 

L. Detre ie the brotber-in-la\>.r of Szilard. 
. . --=----

For the A. C. of S., G-2: 

~~ LANSD~~.~-
MW(or, Field Artillery, 

Chie , R~view :Branch, CIG, HIS. 

1 Inclosure: 
Incl. 1. copy cable. 

!-{ 
I 



IN RI:PLY 

RI!:,.~R TO 

EID1E 

ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE 

MANHATTAN DISTRICT 

OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE 

12 J H.DUary .1946 

\iE".\OR.AtWUU to: Ua.jor General L. R. Groves. 

1. In con.li ance with your re~uest I have prepared 
co~~ents on certain statement s maJe by Dr. Leo Szilard to 
tho Speci~l Senate Co~ttee on Atomic Energy. Dr. SzilHrd's 
str tements and my comments are inclosed. 

2. My recommend~tion i s to ref~in fro~ ~ng any 
cooment on Dr. Sziln.rd' 6 t outimony unless reque5ted to do so. 
When dealing' l'li t h one who juggles the truth and warps f acts 
& fl this individual does, 1 t is not advisable to argue with 
him publicly. 

5 Incls.& 
Statements w/Comment. 

X. D. NICHOLS, 
Colonel, Corps ot Engineers, 

District tn&ineer. 

KDN/EJB/vo 
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STATEKElft' 

g 

P. 662-663 -- "Aa far as the production of plutonium is oonoerned, whioh is described in the Smyth Report,any competent mechanical or ohemioal en&ineer who spends some time thinking about the problem oan see that no precision work is involved in the manufacture of plutonium. 
"No mechanical precision work is involved. The desi&n which we actually used did require rather narrow tolerances and high-olaaa workmanship. !his we could afford because we have this kind of workman­ship in abundance. •••••••••••••••• The statement has been made before this committee by another witness that it requires high precision workmanship suoh as o~ be provide~ only by a few countries, including Swit&erland, to make atomic bombs. As far as the production of plutonium is concerned such a statement would have no basis in taot. 

"That 1e my view. I am not making any s'tatement about the separation of light uranium, but only the making of plutonium, ~d I am not making any statement about the construction of the bombJ but it was indicated here in earlier testimony that it was not the bomb, but the production of the fissionable ~terial which is difficult. I flatly contradict that statement as far aa plutonium is concerned." 

COMMEIT 

Largely an indindual opinion. Qualified engineer• and ohem!ats who worked on deaign and ohemioal separation hold different viewa. It the ata.tement ia limited to the meohanioal preoiaion required, ae apparently it ia, one oan agree that less meohanioal precision equipment ia required as compared to the gaseous diffusion and electromagnetic prooeasea tor separation ot U-236. However, meohanioal precision work is only one elsment required in the design, construction and operation of a plutonium plant. Many other problema suoh as purity of materiala, protection from corrosion, protection of workmen, control of by-producta (poisons), ohemioal separation, precision of construction, precision of preparation ot materiala, certainty of operation, eta., are involved. The solution of these problema is not as apparent as Dr. S&ilard'a statement inters. 
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P. 695-696 -- "Compartmentalization ot information was praotioed in the atomic energy project from the very first day on, that ie, from November. 1940, or before the Army wae in the pioture ••••••••••• I shall be glad to demonstrate, if required, that compartmentalization of .information was the oause tor our failure to realize that light uranium might be produced in quantities sufficient to make atomio bombs. We should have known th~t in the fall of 1940. We might have failed to reali:e this altogether •••••••• if we hadn't had the good fortune that the British scientists were not compartmentalized. They were able to put two and two together and communicated their conclusions to the United States Government in the middle or 1941. Bad we in the United States reached these oonolusiona in tho fall or 1940, we moat likely would have h~d bombs ready before the invasion of Europe." 

P. 697 -- "We oould have had it eighteen months earlier, and with their (Germany) chemical industry they could have moved equally fast." 
P. 698 -- ~e did not put two and two together because the two two's were in a different compartmentJ they were not together. 'that ia, the men working on that property ot uranium from whiCh they could deduce how much was needed for the bomb had no idea that you can extract light uranium in appreciable qukntitiea." 

P. 706 -- (When could the bomb have been dropped!) 

"About the spring or '44 would be my beat guess, because the big delay was that our work did not have a olear goal until the end ot '41, because we did not know that amounta ot fissionable material which we could produce were sufficient to make bomba." 

Senator Johneont "That ia a delay ot 18 months!" 
..; 

Dr. S.r "That ia a delay of 18 months. yes, and that ia the 18 months that was the chiet lose of time.• 

CO !WElT 

The Army doea not have detailed knowledge as to the extent ot compartmentalization in the program prior to its assumption or responsi­bility for the project in 1942. However, Dr. Szilard's statement appears inoonaiatent in that he states that compartmentali&Qtion ot information was practiced from November 1940, but that without auoh compartmentaliza­tion we should have realized that light uranium oould be produoed in 
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sufficient quantities in the fall or 1940. Voluntary censorship waa 
not effected by scientists until April 1940. ·subsequent to this d~~ote, 
Chap,. III of the Smyth Report indio~~otes that numerous meetings were 
held and the problsm pursued by soivntists and the Government in an 
expeditious munner. The reason the project did not have a olear goal 
until the end of 1941 oould more logically be attributed to the faot 
that it t&kes time to fully evaluate the possibilities of a new 
soientifio ~d industrial field suoh as that required by the atomio 
bomb. Even today it would be difficult to get a clear-out decision 
and equanimity of opinion concerning the best and fbstest way to 
have done the job, Lack in 1940-4~ there WAS far less on wluch to 
base suoh a decision or to achieve agreement among the experts con­
cerned. Whether it could have been developed more rapidly is 1:1. matter 
of opinion. 
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STATEMENT 

,. 

P. 701 .. 702 -- "I might eay that the three men in England who were 
inetrument~l in reaching the oonolueion that atomio bomb• oould be 
made oame out of Garmany in 1933. At that 'time in England. in 1941, 
most English physioista were engaged in radar work and other type• ot 
work, and these refugeea who were not taken into that work, whioh waa 
considered of very ereat importance for the war, had more leisure than 
thei r English oolleaguea to think of auoh remote possibilities aa 
atomio bombs •••••••••••• (They were) Peierls, Friaoh and Simon.n 

COW!EBT 

Rudolph Ernest Peierls was born and educated in Germany. He came 
to England, in 1933, a refugee from raoial disor~ination and 
persecution. Be became a British subject in 1940. Was appointed 
Professor of applied mathematics in Birmingham Univers~ty in l937a waa 
eleoted a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1946. Dr. Peierle ia one of 
the foremost theoretical physioista in England. He has carried out muoh 
important work on the quantum theory or solids. on the electron theory 
of metals, and on the quantum theory or the electromagnetic field and 
of the nucleus. MuOh of the latter work has been done in oorreepondenoe 
with members of the Copenhagen Institute of Profeaao.r Jliela Bohr, to 
whioh he has paid frequent visite. 

Otto Robert Frieoh. Born and ed~oated in Vienna. Worked tor 
three years in Berlin on a fellowship (at institute correeponding to 
our Bureau of Standarde). After a ehort period at University ot 
Berlin. he obtained a post at Hamburg University under Proteaaor 0. 
Stern. who had a world-wide renown for hie researchee on the propertiea 
of molecular raye. Dr. Frisoh worked on this aubjeot tor three yeara, 
publishing some papera of outstanding interest. In 1933 he waa die­
missed on raoial grounds and prooeeded to London. Here he worked 
under Professor P. M. s. Blackett, learning some .or the teohniquea ot 

nuclear physics. In 1934 he went to the Institute of Professor Niela 
Bohr in CopenhAgen, where he oontinued 110rk in nuclear physios, making 
many impor~t observktiona on the properties of neutrona. It wae duri~ 
hie stay in Copenhagen that Frisch, w1 th his aunt. Profeuor Liee 
~eitner. put forward the suggestion or "nuclear fission" to explain 
the behavior of uranium undor bombardment by neutrons, and he made 
experiments to prove this. In the sullllller of 1939 Dr. Fria ch oame to 
England. He waa one or the first to realize the possibility that the 
fission or uranium might lead to the development of a bomb ot unprecedented 
violence and he haa been worldng on thia project since the early days ot 
1940. He beoame a British oiti&en in 1943. 
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Fran& Simon. Born and educated in Germany. lfa• an a.saooiate 
professor at the University of Berlin and Professor at Brealau 
Univer•ity until 1944. He left Germaqy voluntarily beoauae he did 
not approve of Hitlor and hie philosophy. Beoame a British •ubjeot 
in 1939. R6putedly and extremely oapnble physio&l chemist and haa 
dono some very fino low temperature work. lle and Peierla aooompanied 
Oliphant and Chadwick tot hia oountry in 1943. 
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P. 703-704 -- (Complaining on compartnontalization) 

"At fir~t we all observed rules on compbrtmentalization beoauae 
we did not realize ourselves how damaging it was. Later on, the rules 
were purposely Violuted beoause we would rather violate rules than slow 
down -our work •••••••••• Solll8 of you saw llt Oak Ridge a certain installation 
and were told by a repreaentati ve of the Army that it shortened the war 
by one week. That installation was based on a pilot plant which waa 
built by the Navy. The install~tion was erected at the r ecommendation ot 
D~. Oppenheimer made in an interview with Dr. Bush. But if you ·investi­
gated how Dr. Oppenheimer got the idea ot reoommendi~ thia to Dr. Bush. 
you would find that at least two patriotic scientists deliberately 
violated the rules and broke through ooropartrnenta. Afterwards, everything 
was covered up nicely. Dr. Oppenheimer's project officially asked tor 
the information which was already unofficially in their possession, and 
made an official study of what they already knew. and then finally Dr. 
Oppenheimer &pproaohed Dr. Bush." 

COKMENT 

The files indioate that the idea of possible utilization or the 
thermal diffusion pilot pl~Lnt constructed by the Wavy was broached in 
a letter trom Dr. Oppenheimer to General Groves dated 28 April 1944. 
Dr. Oppenheimer stated that his infor~tion was baaed upon two reports 
approximately a year old. ot studies made on this method by the Naval 
Reaearoh Laboratory, and upon a discussion with Captain Parsons, U.S.N. 
These reports were made available to Dr. Oppenheimer's group tor other 
purposes. and there was no llotual violation of oocpartmentali&ation as 
referred to by Dr. Szilard. Dr. Oppenheimer felt that this plant ml~t 
be utilized t~porarily pend~ng the completion of K-25 and suggested that 
the problem be investigated. 

The possibility of utiliaing this facility was di&cus·sed in & 

meeting of the Wilit~ry ·Policy Comndttee on 10 May 1944. At thia meeting 
it was deoided to aeoure ~dditional information. 

A oommittee, consisting of W. K. Lewir.. E. V. Uurphree, and R. C. 
Tolman. was appointed by General Groves on 31 Vay 1944 to investigate the 
problem. The oommittee reported on 3 June 1944. Their report outlined 
posaible produotion datil which was leas optimistic than Dr. Oppenheimer's 
oommenta, The committee pointed out that utilization or the pilot plant 
in this manner would delay oert&in experiments whioh the lavy deaired 
to undertake. 
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.On 12 June 1944 General Grovea requested Dr. flurphree to render a report as to the cost and tinle of construction of a thermal diffusion plant. This report was submitted 17 June 1944. 

The problem was reviewed at a -meeting of the Militar,y Policy 
Com~ttee on 21 June 1944. At this meeting General Groves stated that it appeared on the surface to be practicable to construct at a reasonable cost, in a hurry, a plant which would produce a reasonable amount of the material of double concentration. It was pointed out that there ap­peared to be sufficient available steam for this purpose at the Clinton Engineer Works. This stea~ would be available only for a short time pending co~pletion of the gaseous diffusion plant . It was agreed that the investigation 5hould be actively pursued and that 1! these indications were found to be re~eonable that the necessary arrangements should be made to construct a plant as rapidly as possible with a vie~ to having it definitely in production well before 1 Januury 1945 . 

Previously the S-1- scientific co~~ttee had maintained contact with the Navy's work through · Dr . Lyman Briggs, a illember of this committee and special com•nittees appointed for the purpose. Previous reviews of the project, prior to that made in June 1944 1 had indicated that the method was not yet reaqy for l arge scale development. The last such review was made qy Drs. H. C. Urey, ~ . V. Murphree , Lyman J. Briggs, and ~.~. Lewia in September 1943. At this time as well ns on several previous occasions full consideration was given to the idea of using such a plant as a feeder to other plants at Oak Ridge. Any implication that the idea originated at Los Al~~os is incorrect. 

Reports bearing on the subJect area 
r 1. Letter ~rom Dr. Urey to Dr. Briggs dated 28 January 1943, Contract & o. OEMsr-412, Columbia Seria.l No. lOOL-39. . . 

2. Letter from Dr. Briggs to Dr. Conant dated JO January 1943. 

). Memorandum by Dr. Urey dated 19 February 1943, Columbia Serial No. 1001-79. 

4, Memorandum "Designs of Cascades• by Karl Cohen, dated lJ August 1943, Contract W-7405-eng-50 1 Columbia Serial No. A-781, 4-R-95. 

5. Letter to W, K. Lewis from Karl Cohen and W. I. Thompson dated 3 September 1943, Contract W-7405-eng-50, Columbia Serial No • . 4-L-105. 

. 6. Report "Analysis ot Therma.i Diffusion Separation Data• by Karl Cohen and W. I, Thompson dated J September 1943, Contract W-7405-eng-50, Columbia Serial No. 4-R-104. 

7. Letter from Dr. Urey to"· lt. Le~il dated 4 September 19431 1D which use ot · thermal diffusion method. for low stages is discussed. Columbia 
Serial No. L-260. -;;:;~~E.~ ::"" ~J:U~d 
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Dr. Leo Szilard 

SECRET 
P. o. Box 1663 

Santa Fe, New laexico 

P. 0. Box 5207 
Chicago 80, Illinois 

Dear Szilard: 

Thl•" ""' 'rnent consists t ~ 
. o ---"::l ••• pep.a. 

No._. w ~ . '-..c 
• ------COp•es, ur/es "LJ . --··--·· 

July 2, 1945 

Since our discussion I have spent some time thinking about 
your objections to an immediate military use of the weapon we may 
produce. I decided to do nothing. I should like to tell you my 
reasons. 

First of all let, me say that I have no hope of clearing my 
conscience. The things we are working on are so terrible t hat nc 
amount of protesting or fiddling with politics will save our souls. 

This much is true: I have not worked on the project for a 
very selfish reason and I have gotten much more trouble than 
pleasure out of it. I worked because the problems interested me 
and· I should have felt it a great restraint not to go ahead. I 
can n~t claim that I simply worked to do my duty. A sense of 
duty could keep me out of such work. It could not get me into the 
present kind of activity against my inclinations. If you should < 

succeed in convincing me that your moral objections are valid, I 
should quit working. I hardly think that I should start protesting. 

But I am not really convinced of your objections. I do not 
feel that there is any chance to outlaw B..ny one weapon. If we have 
a slim chance of survival, it lies in the possibility to get rid of 
wars. The more decisive a weapon is the more sure~ it _will be 

used in any real conflict and no agreements will help. 

Our on~ hope is in getting the facts of our results before 
the people. This might help to convince everybody that the next 
war would be fatal. For this purpose actual combat-use might even 
be the best thing. 
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All this may seem to you quite wrong. I should be glad if you 
showed this letter ~o Eugene and to Franck who seem to agree with you 
rather than with me. I should like to have the advice of all of you 

· whether you think it is a crime to continue to work. But I feel that 
-I should do the wrong thing if I tried to say how to tie the little 

toe of the ghost to the bottle from WD ich we just helped it to esc~pe. 

With best regards. 

Yours, 

/s/ E. Teller · 

/t/ E. Teller 

--- - -·---
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SECRET ~ 
Thiz ooounont c ons.lsta o1' 
Copy ~ of 3, Seri es h . 

ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE 

1 PG • 

IU:~I[It TO .,.., n:.':.'J: 
MANHATTAN DIS TRICT 

OAK RIDGI:, TIINN~SS I:I: 

P. o. Do;;: E 
4 Mar ch 1946 

S ~bject t Leo Szil ard 

To; :.'.e jor General L. H. , Groves , P . o. Box 2610 , Yinahington, D, c. 

1 . As of t~ic date, Dr , Leo Szilcrd is still with the 
~tallurcica.l L~bore:~OT'J • Ile hns been in n stntua of leave of 
absa~oe without pay since 1 Decam~er 1915 . 

2 . Captain H, A, Lavend er {USN) has requ.o:1ted thc.t Dr . 
Szilard reL1f'.in with the p roject Wltil oert:~.:: :1 ?R-l; :1~ !:: r .::rc 'Y.Jc : '_:. 
have been s i bned . 

3 , These pa·cent agreements have uot yet boon sit;ncd . 

K. D. NICHOLS, 
Drib • Gen., Corps of Enbineer s 

Dis t r i ot EnEineer 

e 
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This document co~~ists of 1 PG • 

SECR£topy _j_ of 3, ( rie.s A. 

ARMY SERVICE FORCES 

·UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFiCE 

MANHATTAN DISTRICT 

OAK RIDGE, TENNESS.EE 

P. 0. Box E 
l April 1946 

Subject: Leo Szilard. 
I 

To: Maj or Gene ral L. R. Groves, P. o. Box 2610, Yia shin~:;ton, D.C. 

1. Dr. Leo Szilnrd is still in e. status of leave witho ut pay 

· from the ketall~reical Lcboratory. 

2. Captain R. A. Lavender's off ice has indicated that seven 

patent applications requiring Dr. Szi l a r d 's sicnature are outstand­

ing as of this date . 

I :' DECLP.SSIFIED 

l N h\ ~ · :1 '3 o 0_2_9~=' 
By _NARS Oate - - i 

-------- ------
~--r~--- - :SELRt1 

H . .J.YY'(_~ 
K. D. lHCHOlS 1 

Brigadier General 1 c. E., 
District Engi neer 
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REP'IER TO 

' I ARMY SERVICE FORCES 

UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE 
MANHATTAN DI STRICT 

CHI C AGO AREA OJI'JI' I C E 

( 

- EIDM CGD-1 P. 0 . Box 6140 A 

CHICAGO 60. ILLI N O IS 

. "' 

Brig. Gen. K. D. Nichols. 
P. 0~ Box 2610, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear General Nicholsa 

15 l4ay 1946 

Inclosed herewith is a copy or a letter written by 
Dr. Daniele to Leo Szilard e~fectively terminating his employ­
ment as of 30 June 1946. 

Szilard has put considerable pressure on Dr. Daniel• 
to be more specific in this letter and to state the reason why 
he is not being taken on under the new contract. Word has reached 
him through some channel that the Manhattan District is the agen­
cy responsible for his being denied a new contract. Presumably, 
his information was more specific and probably named either or 
both yourself and Gener&1 Groves. 

Dr. Daniels has cooperated in his usual wholehearted 
manner in composing this letter and omitting any reference to 
the ~my as being the cause ror denying Szilard employment after 
30 JUne 1946. 

I am not at all certain that this letter will satisfy 
Szilard and it may be that he will press ror !'urther information 
as to why he is being denied employment. I have refrained to 
date from putting anything concerning this oa.se in writing to Dr. 
Daniel• and that will continue to. be my polioy unless I hear to 
the contrary tram you. 

1 Inol.a 
l!opy Ltr •• 5/15/46 _ ~ ):L__ 

Sincerely yours, 

ARTHUR H. FRYE, • , 
Colonel. Corps or Engineers, 

Area Engineer. 

h 1~ ~ 
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