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Rae. See. 
AAt. Rec. SecFetary 
Treaaurer 
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Fl~1$9<:. 
Asat. Flnanclal Secretary 
Nom.Comm. 

Corr. Secretary 
Parfiamentarlan 
Bear Facts Editor 

Interest Groups Coordinator 
Newcomers 

Undergraduate Service Awards 
& Foundation Scholarships 

Associates: 

Money Books 
BusTrtps 

Bear Facts Asst. EdltOr 

Circulation Chatr 

Committee: 

Computer Coordinator 
Butldings & Grounds 
People to People 
Emeriti Assoc. Liaison 
All)ITlOi ~'99· ll@l$Qn 
Friends of Int Ctr. 
Friends of Library & 

FrtendS Of MUSIC 

NOTE: All phone numbers are area code 
8&a unlau QtlwwlH notec:I. 

Judy Vacquler ........................... .,459..7834 
Margaret Acampora .................. 459-812a 
Judy Skelton ............................. 456-0930 
Mary Deet'mn'.. ••••••••••••••••••••••• - •••• .457-48:3.1 
Mldelllne Allt ......................... 7~71 
Sylvia Bal Somerville ........ 7eo.,,7sa.9304 
Dyanne Mciver .......................... 534~8490 
Eatelle Shabatal ...... " ........ -.......... 451-3548 
Jane Jacklon Takahalhl ......... 622·1993 
Uracltl $mlttl. •••••••....•••...••••..•..•••.. ilf77-f711 
Mary MCiiwain ........................... 454-4867 
Otenda Roaenblatt, Molli Wagner, ........ .. 
Bernie SlaCO, Ady ROMnblatt, • EIMnot 
tum Suden,Jean Undeley,alt., 
Jean Lindsley ............................. 453-4043 

Roswltha Enright ........................ 459.,.7375 
&-malt l'Sflright@UCSO.edu 
Carole Ziegler ...................... 619-291-0198 
Uz Fong VV!Us ............................. 454-6858 
Geon1toa s~ ,,,,, ...... ,.., .. ,,,.,,.,,,,, 45Q-~M 
Carol Schuftz .............................. 453-0458 

Maxine Bloor .............................. 459-7665 
Barbara Starkey ......................... 453-0ne 

. ~--lf1JndlieY ... :; .. ;, .................... 453-4043 
Unda Smlth .................................. Sn-0711 
e-malf: lndemafl@san.rr.com 
Jean Kramer 453-0379, Uz Fong Wilts ..... 
454-6858 
Isabel 'Nheeler 362-5732 
Laura Galbralth, Jean Kramer, Ellert ......... 
F\evefle, Carol Schultz, Ellbet Marshan, Uz 
Mis, Ilse W8nlchawskl, Maxine Bloor, ..... 
Mn undlkW. Unda Smith 
r.tadelelne Rast .......................... 453-8223 
Candaoe Kohl .............................. 259-1903 
Carole L Ziegler .................. 619-297-07118 
Ady Rosenblatt ........................... 453-4626 
.................................................... (~) 

candace Kohl .............................. 269-1903 
Maxine Bloor .............................. 469-7665 

Friends of UCSO Health Care Sallye Krause ............................. 755-3245 
Friends ot Theatre and Dance Barbara Fltzsimmons ................... 453-5787 
Retirement Aun. 
Historian 
Refreshmeflts 
oceanld of the year-, 

Maxine E. \Nhlte-, and 

Pat ~nn .. ,,,,,,,,,,, ...... 1,,.,, •• 454-1856 
~ Bloor .............................. 459-7665 
Jean Kramer ............................... 453-0379 

~N SQfVlQe AW!ilt'd8 Ju.dY ~"'"'·"'·"'"'"'·""'"""'·"4§!i'-~ 
Sunshtne Committee Ady Rosenblatt ............................. 453-4626 
Friday care Barbara Starkey ........................... 453-0779 
Directory Updates Ady Rosenblatt .........•................... 453-4626 

BORRD MEETI N&S first Thursday eueru month at the Dceanlds PauiHon, 
lntemational Center, 9:38 RM social, 18:88 RM meeting 

You are welcome to attendl 

. Oceanids BEAR FACTS Page2 



President's Message 
Late Qctoberwas a time we will never forget, the time 
of the ghastly Cedars fire, the greatest brush fire in 
the history 0£ our state. Many UCSD .families lost 
their homes, and if we Oceanids were not directly in 
harm's way, we all know someone who lost their 
home or nearly did. I hope that we have all 
~ted ~ some way to help our less fortunate 
friends and neighbors,. and that we have learned some 
~essons before. it is. too late:. whether it is taking an 
mvtntory 0,f Y9.Yf ~t ~O.Wf pO.$$~~om (family 
photo albums seem to top everyone's lists), p~ 
an escape route,, or finally getting rid of your shake 
roof. We will never forget the horrifying sights of 
the d~ction of our beautiful city and open spaces, 
the choking smoke and uh, and the relief when it 
was all over and we could breathe again. Hopefully 
our neighbors will· have the strength, help and 
resources to rebuild, and the blackened hillsides will 
gradually ~a>.m,. green and gold a~ 
OUr holiday party Will be held Sunday, December 14, 
twm 4 w 7 pm ~t th~ mt~1i9AAI Qmwr. Pl~~ 
c~me a~d celebr-at~ the season and our· good 
friendships and our mteresting newcomers. There 
will be a chance to make a donation to a local charity 
or to benefit the .fire victims. Some of our Interest 
Groups will also be celebrating the holidays, such as 
Devilish Diners/~ Group and Caf~ Espaftol, 
so I hope you will try anew activity or two this month. 
Have a warm and caring holiday season! 

With all gQQd wiah«I~ Judy Vacquier 

Editorial Apologies 
. tllvmg hid ~ tg fill i:n Novanl.:m'J. n~ 

letter I expressed my disappointment in the latest re· 
call election in a short article, headlined ~·; I 
kn~ that not all our ~ds would agree with my 
opuuon, bu.t I made the Jll.1$take of assuming that ev­
eryone would know what r.e. stands for. I apologize 
for not having made it perfectly clear that this was only 
an opinion piece by your editor. I will do better. 

Roswitha Enright 

The La Jolla Moneybooks 
''The Best Coupon Values" 

The La Jolla Moneybooks will be on sale until the 14th of 
December. The Ia8t opportunity will be at the Oceanids 
Holi~y Party. ~ow about giving an early holiday gift 
tQ "friend Qrgettmg" 'bQQkfQr~lf?- ~b~~ 
coupons from Adelaides, The Artful Framer, Bleu Royal 
(fine. French soaps), BoDani~ Bums Drugs, Geppettos 
or Kinkos can help you with your holiday shopping. 
Maneybooks are-$-20-each- and-Oceanids receives $10 on­
each sal~. ~ is our ~y "fundraiser". Monies go to 
our activities that include service awards and 
scholarships. 
Moneybooks are for sale at Oceanids Board meetings or 
thnmgh yQlU' inttITT$t groups. Call Maxine Bl®r (858-
459-7665) for infcmna.tiMt. 

•••••••••••••••••••• 
I I 
I Be sure to attend the Sounding Board I 
I 00 I 
I December 4 at the Faculty Club I 
I after the board meeting at 12 noon. I 
I I 
: Speaker: Erika Torres More info page 4 I 

I Attention Sounding I 
: Board Attendees! I 
I In order to get the room for the lectures without cost we I 
I had to promise that the peQple who attend the talks will I 
I purchase their lunch (all you can eat and drink, I 

including dessert for 10 bucbl!) at the Faculty Oub. If I 
: yqv. ~I me.m.Pe.r qf tM F.C, yqu ~ po.y 1t the d.®r tQ I 
I the dining room. All non-members please pay Jean in I 

the meeting room. The lunch should only been eaten in I 
I the meeting room, not in the dining 1'0011\t please. It starts I 
I OFPICIALLY at noon. Ifs supposed to be a one-hour I 

II ti:-:~).. .. -...a A-...1 -1..-d I . ~e.r 14 IDH-v.w.V.,.,.,.,. ilt !WY~~ 12:2P Md talks fQr I 
I 20-25 minutes, then there is discussion. [Theremay be I 
I :interruptions with q_uestions or statements during the I 

t!Uk. 't's J-£,..--11 -I __ .-t _ very ~µy.i.#-m • I 
I Sounding Board is supposed to be over by 1:00-1:15 I 

•••••••••••••••••••• 
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PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE: 
Report and updat:e 

This month People-to-People welcomed two new 
members Hulya Saygin from Turkey and Helen Kinnett 
recently from Dallas, Texas. W~ also wekomed back 
Elizabeth Hall. Lively discussion prevailed as: we had 
lunch at Aesop's Tables in the Costa Verde shopping 
center. We can definitely recommend this restaurant 
when you need to entertain someone or you just want 
CID ~qy.,Pl~ uwal Qtrt •. W~ Md IN.@a.gm tim~ Clt ~ 
lunch that we immediately planned another lunch for 
next month. 

We have also. planned activities fOI' the New Year 
which include: Saturday, January 3 - an all day trip to 
El &gar orphanage near Ensena.da where we will bring 
gifts t0 help the children celebrate the Epiphany. On 
Monday,. February 9 our new member Hulya Saygjn 
will give us a presentation on Turkey and on Monday, 
March 8 Colin and Maxine Bloor will give us a presen­
tation on their trip to Bhutan.. 

Last year we had Ann Van Atta give us a presenta­
tion on Olina andJan Schwarz showed a .6.hn on her 
adventures in Antarctica while filming birds, parijcu.. 
lady penguins. Over the years we have learned about 
many peoples and their countries and we are looldng 
fMWafd. to another· .atiag year. . 

Anyone who is-interested is welcome to j9in us. 
To quote our new member Helen "what a dynamic and 
mterestmggroupotpeopte"~ 

OCEANIDS 

BUS,,EXCURSION TO THE BOWERS MUSEUM 
Experience a historic exhibition of breathtaking 
masterpieces never before seen in the western world 
with Oceanids trip on Friday, January 23, 2004, to the 
Bo.w._..M~o.f Cult.urelMin~tion.with ~ 
Potala Palace, the ii.bet Museum and the Norbu.lingka. 
The exhibit is entitled Tibet Treasures from the Roof of 
the World. These- treasures were used by the Dalal 
Lamas and their courts in the lavish ceremonies and 
daily rituals in Lhasa. For more than a thousand years, 
Lhasa has been the spiritualcenterofBuddhiSm. Almost 
200- created sacred objects with great cultural 
significance are malcing their first journey to the Western 
World. Treasures from the Roof of the World will offer a 
glimpSe irltO a culture both opulent and spiritwiJ:. There 
~-~l~ Qf ~' ?Jintillp OP.4. ~~.I~~ 
were the focus of the Dalai Lamas religious meditation. 
Oceanids bus trip will be leaving the parking lot of 
Macy's UTC at Nobel Drive at lO·a.m. for a costof $45 .. 
·we will be returning by 5:30 p.m. To make reservations 
send a check addressed to Oceanids to Barbara Starkey, 
4341 Pavlov Avenue, San Diego 92122. Itynu..b.r.i.ns-a 
gµest, please give Barbara the up.me. 
For questions call (858) 453-0179. 

SOUNDING BOARD SPEAKER FOR DECEMBER 4, 2003 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • 
: Under Erika Torrfs direction since 1991, the 104-year old Athenaeum music and : 
• art library in La Jolla, one of only 17 membership libraries in the US, has. grown in 11 

: stature and prestige to become one of the leading art venues in the area, especially : 
: for its collection of artists, books, a new .art form. Music programs include many : 
• sold-out jazz series and Chamber Musi~ series. When the popular Athenaeum • 
: Sd\QQl Qf the Art&. Md ~WR tb.i ~,, lklb· fQtJ.tld, CJ. ~tQldittg fQ{ tt .. ~ : 
• boundless energy and enthusiasm are obvious when viewing the Athenaeum's • 
: plans for further expansion. As she says, referring to the other 16 membership : 
: libraries, 'We're not the biggest, but w' ,re. the liveliest!~ She· says, 'We plan to sustain : 
• our mission to embrace arts and music in a comprehensive way, with library • 
: services, classes, performances and exhibitions while continuing the lively, : 
: innovative programming that makes the Athenaeumsuch a unique and well-loved : 
• place." • 
: Erika,. bom in Bremen, Germany, is an artiSt, whose miniature weavings are in : 
• museum pad private collectiON. She is sought after as a lecturer and consultant • 
: and often serves as juror for art exhibitio11S. : 
: There's no longer any excuse for being unfamiliar with The Athenaewn Music & : 
• Art Ubrary of La Jolla, its multimedia art classes & its superlative concerts after • 
: hearing Erika Torri, our speaker for Dec 4. : 
• • • • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Happy £aces at the Fall Bftlltch. 
HOUSING WANTED From.left: Maxine Blom;Margaret.Aaunpora,Judy 

Beginning in January, 2004, aJiartment or small Vacquier, Mary Dashen, Judy Skelton, Glenda 
house is needed for a family .&om Switzerland, ,..,_ __ lbenb_. __ ._ia_tt ____________ _ 

c:hil.dfen ~~two an.d ~ k\QaUy for 2 yem_, A StJeclal wish from your editor 
'but even a mmtth.. or two would help. Dear Oceanids, would you nut find some time to write a contribution 
Preferred: Biking distance .&om UCSD or bus to YOUR newsletter? Bear Fa.ct.s am only be as interesting as its read,, 
service. trs tlt4ke it. I wela:mit all sttm.es, ittsight8, ttmtttthfances, ftitws, news, 
Rent should not exceed $1,500. poems, comments etc. Mail them handwritten or typed to thecmterur 
Call BJ.isa.beth Marti (858) 755-1408 or e·mail: to my home address, or better, E-mail them to me (renright®UCSD.edu) 
marti@ucsd.edu and to the Oceanids computer (Oeeanids@UCSD.tdu) 

&:..iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~ Thank You, Roswitha 

·········--·--·········-··············--·· I OCBARIDS IS OPBR TO ALL WHO ARB IR'.rBRBSHD IR UCSD I 
I I 
I Prim vour name as YQU would Ilk• it to appear In tht DIRECTORY. Check hert If YQM do not wish to be lls.ted I 
I Name: Spouse's Name: I 

·~ I I I 
·~~~ I I Home Phone 'fype of Membership = I 
I W9fk Ph9nt FAX tt Enw.l I 
I ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $20 ·Check payable to OCEANIDS (nat tax-deductible) I 
I $U$TAINING • .., .. LIFE MEMBER$HIP. $$00. Ch~~~·· IQ UCSD FQUNDAIIQN {tax~~~ll;>I•) I 
I Send check(s) & completed form to I 
I OCEANIDS, INTERNATIONAL CENTER, 9500 GILMAN DR., LA JOLLA, CA 92093-0049 I 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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OCEANIDS' INTEREST GROUPS 
Interest Groups are the backbone of our Oceanlds organization. They are here to meet the many varied needs of UCSDfamllies, 

especially thOSe new to the ucso campus, and the community. If you do not find an activity you would like to participate in, please 
contact Carole Ziegler, Interest Group Coordinator@ 619-297-0798. If five or more Oceanids wish to start a new group, please let 
Carole know so we can inform other members. AH we ask is that your members be Oceanlds. If one has no affiliation with UCSD, she/ 
he Is encouraged to join any of the many Friends groups on campus. If you are not yet a member of Oceanids, please consider joining 
us today by calling Madeleine Rast, 858·755 0478 or submitting the application form in this issue. 

AVI SET BIRDERS 
Contacts: Sidney Bagley (858)455-1477, 
Lou Bowles (858)755-7102, or Joany 
Mosher (858)454"0017 
OUr birding group meets promptly at 8 a.m 
the second Monday of each month during 
the academic year. The La Jolla group will 
~QW m~t l,\~ th.~ l,;()~W~ cif t>\lMW~ l)tjv~ 
and Glenwick Dr. in La Jolla, and the north 
county birders will meet at the home of Lou 
Bowles, 13040 Caminita Mar Villa, Del Mar. 
We carpool from these locations and. visit 
sites around the county. Members will be 
called. Next outing is D~ember 8. 

BOOK GROUP 
Contact Odette Filloux, (858) 453-0749 
Dec. 9, Daughter of fortune by Isabel 
Allende, reviewed by Marianne Burkenroad. 
Meeting Place: Barbara Penn, 8223 El Paseo 
Grande, La Jolla. 
FY~ ~~giftg list; 
Jan.13, Tuesdays with Morrie by MitchAlbom 
Feb.10, The Heinemann Book of 
Contemporary African Short Stories 
Mar. 9, The Snake Charmer bySanjay Nigam 
Ap. 1~, The Book of Illusions by Paul Auster 
May 11, Out of Egypt by Andre Adman 
Jun. 8, Portrait of a Lady by Henry James 
Jul. 13, Caramelo by Sandra Cisneros 

CAR ESPAAOL 
Contact: Judy Vacquier, (858) 459--7834 
La proxima reuni6n de c~ Espafiol sera el 
lunes, 15 de didembre, 1:30-3:30, en la casa 
de Judy VacquieJi 7050 Vu\ Valverde, La Jolla. 
Favor de c::ontestar a Judy (858-459-7834) si 
puede venir o si tiene preguntas. Trae una 
bebida o gallew o algo asf para una fiesta 
de la navidad. From November on, Cafe 
Espanol will be on the TillRD Monday. 

CAR FRAN(AIS 
Contact: Lucie Walther, (858)755-8060 
and Martha Morera (858)481-7723 
La rencontre du prochain eafe francais aura 
lieu le 10 decembre. chez Heli Hofmann, 
5870 Cactus Way, La Jolla. 

CINEMA SOIRtE 
Contact: Laurette Verbinski, (858)453-4699 
or Roswitha Enright (858) 459-7375. We 
meet on the second Sunday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. for socializing, and movie 
discussion will start at 7:SO sharp. For 
information call Laurette or Roswitha. Next 
mileting llecemhe.-14, 

. Oceanids 

DAY BRIDGE 
Contact: Barbara Bank (858)484--4597 
( barbara@.sdn4'.w:sd.edu) 
We meetthe first and third Tuesdays of the 
month at various members' homes. We 
start at 10 a.m. and usually end at about ~ 
p.m. Everyone brings their own lunch. The 
hostess only provides drin,~. Ca.U for 
information. 
Next meetings: December 2 and 16. 

DEVILISH DINERS 
Contact.~Mary Da.shen (858) 457-4631, 

fax457-4371, or mdashen@san.rr.com. 
Ptmnba- 2; We m going to Herlihy 
Farms in Fallbrook once again for our 
annual Holiday outing. We had a 
delightful morning last year and look 
forward to another fun visit on Tuesday 
December 2. We will enjoy lively 
cooking demonstrations featuring 
delicious holiday recipes (colorful crisp 
salad, sweet potato casserole and 
steamed persimmon pudding). After­
wards we will stroll through the gar­
dens, visit the vintage shed full of 
signature gift items, purchase cut flowers 
from the ranch and virttage roses 
selected by Marilyn herself. Meet at 
TGIF Parking lot at 9:15 to carpool and 
disti:'i\Tii!w i;Mps; we will 4~a.rt 
promptly at 9:30. Reservations and 
advance payment were due by Nov 18. 
Call Mary Lynn Hyde in case there is last 
minute cancellation that you can fill in. 
January 29: Anything's likely! The first 
Thursday of the month is New year's 
Day, thus meetings and activities are 
likely to be pushed back a week.. Our 
outing is likely to beThursday Jan 29 and 
likely to be in San Diego rather than a 
road trip as previously planned. If you 
have a favorite or new restaurant to 
suggest for January, please tell Mary 
1'ashen or Mary Lynn Hyde no later 
than December 7 so we can make plans 
@d lll!lke lie@l'f!l.~ dea.dline. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
BOOK GROUP 
Contact: Judy Vacquier (858) 459- 7834. 
This srouP meets the fourth Thursday of 
each month to discuss a book on 
E1nvironmental (;Onserv4!.tion and rela.t~ 
topics. We will take a break for the 
Dec. holidays. The next meeting will be 
Thursday, January 22, 11:30-1:00, in the 
conference room at the Birch Aquarium 

BEAR FACTS 

at Seri.pps. The book for January will be 
Darwin's Dream Pond: Drama in Lake 
Victoria by Tljs Goldschmidt, MIT 
Press. Book discussion will begin at 11:45. 
Y9~ q11,1st p~y $3, p~ veh,ic;lE! (for tlw 
parking machine) or have an A or B 
parking sticker or display your member's 
parking coupon. Bring your lunch. For 
more information contact Judy Vacquier, 
858-459-7834 or jvacq@san.rr.com. 

EVENING BRIDGE 
Cont:act: Barbara Bank at (858)484-45971 

or e-1Mil (barbara®sdna1. ucsd.edu) 
The couples Evening Bridge Interest group 
meets at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Saturday of 
the month all-year long at one of our 
mem~rl>' h1mle~. lf YP\1 wi~h to pJ!ly Pn ~ 
regular basis, or just occasionally, please 
contact Barbara Bank. Special Holiday 
Bridge on 2nd saturday. Dec. 13 
Next regular meeting January 24. 

GARDENING GROUP 
Contact Mary bjnn Hyde 858-488a9283 
mlhyde@san.rr.com or Irene Allison 858-453--
0206 iallison@ucsd.edu 
On Tuesday December 2, we will return to 
Herlihy Farms for to Celebrate Autumn. 
We h~4 ~ 4e!tghtM m'?rning l~$t Ye!l.r ~mt 
look forward to a return visit to Fallbrook . 
We will see lively cooking demonstrations 
featuring delicious seasonal recipes. $25 
per person includes hearty tastes of all 
recipes (colorful crisp salad, sweet potato 
casserole and steamed persimmon pud­
giftg), Mww!!.r4$ we wiU h~~ the 
opportunity to stroll through the gardens, 
visit the vintage shed full of signature gift 
it-ems, cut flowers tram the ranch and 
vintage roses. Meet at TGIF Parking lot at 
9:15 to carpool; we will depart promptly at 
9:30. Gardeners may want to explore a 
!1\1!1lery 90 the ~Wm mp, '?fuerwi.se We 
will be back around 2pm. Reservations and 
advance payment of $25 were due by Nov 
18. 

GRACIOUS AGING 
Contact: Elibet Marshall (858)459~246 
This group has an age limit; you must have 
lived 80 years to participate. We meet at Ellen 
Revelle's home on the first Monday of the 
month from 11 a.m. to about 2 p.m. to discuss 
various associated subjects. Pure spring 
water is provided. You bring your own apple 
Ounch). Call Elibet for details. 

Next meeting December 1 • 
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HIKING IN AND AROUND SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
Conttlct: RDswitha Enright (858)459-7375. 
We meet at 8:30 a.m. on the second Saturday of each month (Octo­
ber to Mayor June) atthe La Jolla VtllageShopping Center parking 
JQt and QU'POOl to the ..ung J'Qint of the hike.. Iring a lwdt. ple,nty 
of fluids, sturdy shoes and sun protection! Friends and family are 
invited. Call the week before the hike if you would like to come. 
Next hike December 13 

LA JOLLA RENAISSANCE SINGERS 
Ccntact: Bill Propp at (858-459-2019) or wpropp@ucsd.edu. 
The group meets every Wedaesday at the La Jolla home of Connie 
Mullin, a member of the UCSD Oc!eanids. 
The La Jolla Renaissance Singers (formerly the UCSD Madrigal 
Sinprs) has existed for 40 years as an Oa!anids activity group. 
~l?f Ht~ m4J\\4.:~~4.l~ m~wmt~Pr9w~ 
the choir of about 25 perfonns throughout the San Diego area in 
period costume. This winter· season, the group is preparing 
holiday music from the Old and New Worlds in Spanish, Catalan, 
Latin, Basque and Ladino. Experienced choral stnsers (especially 
men!) are encouraged. to contact Dr; Propp at wpropp@ucsd.edu 
to arrange a visit and/ or audition. 

fli<M'U-T~ 
Cantact: Cllrole Ziegler, (619) 297-0798. 
On Monday, Deeema.er 8 at 12z.45pm we will gather at Todai 
Japanese Restaurant located at2.828 El CaminoRio South in Mission 
Valley. Itis an all you caneatJapaneserestuarantwithseveral rooms 
ofbuffetwhich bidudes sushi,~~ odterhotentrees~ 
Wild bar and desert ban If you wish to join us please call Olrole at 
619-297-0'98(H), 619-594-6443(W) or email aiegler@sandeigo.edu. 
Please tee People-lb-People~ and update on page 

MCMAIUFIAST 
Contact: Liz Fong Wills (858) 454-6858. 
This dining out S.fOUf' is currently at capacity but we are taking a 
wait list. POr questions, please call Uz. . 

MUS&UM GROUP 
Cont.ct: CIU'ol Sdullt% (858) 453 04S8 or Stdly Kroll (858) 4S91322:­
We will occasionally have museum outings where all Oceanids are 
m 'ted "" iruft 1"'1...;.k: the "" I'. • .;4', . ,,VJ .... n' IY~t! "'!Pt'!' .. ,._. ~'!!'!~ t9flu~~~Qll, 
In January we will have a bus tour to tbe Bowers Museum to view 
an.Cldtibitionof'Tibetan treasures. Seepage4 formoreinformation. 

SOUNDINGIOMD 
Contt1ct: Barium• Baehr (858) 272-4370 
Next Sounding Board alter the Board Meeting at about 12 noon 
on the first Thursday of the month, The talk starts about l2l20. 
On December 4: Erika Torri, Exec. Director of The 
A~ wUl '~ ~\19\\t ~ I~w~• m Uw Iffl~ 

Sl'AMP GROUP 
(:Dnttlct: Betty Shor <"~J ~$$4 
We do not meet on a regular basis, but welcome other collectors 
to join our informal exchange. Jlor information call Betty. 

W.ALJQNG, G8QUP (NEWI) 
This is a new interest group to encourage fitness by walking 
with friends in your =ood. We have 3 groups fonned so 
far: Del MIUf NOrth La olla (UCSD), and South ta Jolla (Mt 
loledad/Btl'd Jteelt). Mease eontaet Judy VHquief (888) 499-1834 

if you would like to join a group or start one in your neighbor­
hood, or if you would be willing to be a team captain for your 
neighlJodlood. . 

WEDNESDAY COFFEE 
Contact: Emily $toweU, 48t-7P38 or Mary Bailey, 7~QJ.q. 
Please come and join our social group of Oceanids, newcomers, 
postdocs, students and their children every Wednesday all 
through the year from 10 a.m. to 12 noon for coffee, juice and 
cooki~ At the Intetrtattmtal Center. This is a ti.me tot d\ildrert and 
adults to make friends, and find out about strangeand wonderful 
American customs. There is also the opportunio/, to visit the ·. 
kitchen exchange~ where newcomers can rent kitchen and 
h~lmld ~pnwnt, II~ \'llPy thinp fPl' a miaU fn. 
For more information, please call Emily Stowell, or Mary Bailey. 

WINE TASJIN6 GROUP 
CDfitRct: Ptlt I<ampmann (858)454--1856 
E~oring the taSte sensations of a new wine or an old vintage, 
~ FQV.P ~ tlw. ttlA'4 Ptid:ty QWntl\ty, M~ f9titf '-8 
hosts, how~ this group is currently at capacity. For questions, 
contact P.at 

Wlt« TMTM ft 
Contact: BIU'btlra Scholz 858-- 350-6014 '"bscholz@hotmail.com. 
We meet monthly. Members rotate as hosts. The cost for wine and 
food is shared between the people attending. Col'ttaet Barbara Cor 
information on the next meeting. 858-350-6614 (home)or 80tJ..358-
0700x475-(work) 

Wf(5f 
Contact: Pat Kampmann, (858')454.,1856. 
This lang-time investment gt'0UJ' allaws one te leam and eam an 
one's own..~ an folklwed which analyze AU stocks 
before they are bought A regUlat monthly investment is required 
along with a "buy-in". At present there are a few plaees open. 
wf# mm~ th' ~Mi~ r~vruQll QI\ th• 4tb Iuad«Y o.t ~ 
month all year 10IJi from 1:30 ta 3:30. Next meeting, Dec 2a 

WITSll 
Contact: Ruth Reid. (619) 226-2538. 
WITS II meets the 4th Wednesday of the month, oJJ Jefr long at 
variQus. membeiT. homes. We study companie$, using the atock 
investment guides of NAIC, educating ourselves to have a better 
finandal understanding and competence. Come visit us fop a 
couple of meetings.No meeting: in December. 

ltalfWITS 
[Contact: (Liz Fong Wills (858)454-6858)] 
Contact~ f.letuwr. tum Ssulm (858)587-8865 
Due to scheduling conflicts, our financial discussion 
group will Nor meet during December. If you are interested in 
jobting our informal group ta learn a.bout sto.cks. and mutual 
funds without having to buy into an investment group, please 
check this space in the January 2004 BF issue fop iufthel' infonna­
tion. 

·~··· 
'.· :·.,. 
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A personal and diminutive approach to French diminutives 

Some time ago, Oceanids friends Marianne Burkenroad and her husband Charles Fuchsman got me Interested 
in the usage that various languages make of the diminutive. Since French is my native tongue, they 
prompted me to think of how French specifically approached the problem. As a response I wrote the 
following, somewhat playfully. 
Not too many months after we first came to the USA, we left New York for the state of Maryland; we 
arrived by train in the small town of Havre de Grace at the mouth of the Susquehanna River on Thanksgiving 
Day. We were met at the station by a very kind gentleman who proceeded to take us to a motet on the 
outskirts of town. There, he left i.ts to our own d~vices, wishing i.ts. the best. There was a television in the 
room, which, not knowing what else to do, we flicked on. We saw reflected for us on its screen, the many 
dinners that Americans were being sat at on that feast day, with turkeys galore and the jelly of red 
cranberries. With barely a cent in Qt.ff ha.nds, we nevertheless m•ma.ged tQ ac;gvire sQme Nesca.fe anc;j. 
condensed milk which we drank, lukewarm thanks to the water from the bathroom sink, as we watched 
on the T.V. screen, our future compatriots gorge themselves on extravagant food. It was at once amusing 
and strangely sad.. . 
A few days later, as we had settled in a rented apartment, the friends who had helped us find it brought 
us the town newspaper in which our arrival had been dutifully recorded. We could not believe that we 
deserved such recogniticm, and yet there we were written about, In print, bt.ack on white. 
It was at that very moment, as I read on, that I first encountered on American soil the word "diminutive". 
The article stated that a udiminutive" Frenchman and his 11attractive11 wife had arrived in the town of 
Havre de Grnce., which, as the bearer of svc;;h a distinguished French name was llQnQred to we.lc;;Qme th.em 
as their first French citizens. It had never occurred to me that I was "attractive" but I knew that my 
husband was small. In France he had appeared fess so than he had since our arrival in the States where 
men (and wQmen) tqwere.d ove.r us. Anc;t e.ven if he was small, I ha<;I ne,vE;ir tho.ught of him as "diminutive."; 
I immediately tried to translate for myself the word into French, but in vain, as in my mind a "diminutive" 
was only referring to a linguistic device added onto a word, In order to apply to it a nuance of smallness, 
attenuation or familiarity. The American word "kitchenette" immediately leapt to my mind; it had adopted 
the most common French diminutive suffix, namely -ette, in order to make, even in America, a kitchen 
smaller. Thinking further, I recalled how, in the old days, when a man courted a woman, it was said in 
French that he would 11conte fleurette11 to her (that is, literally, he would "tell her tales of small 
flowers", or if you prefer, in correct English, whisper sweet nothings to her.) Some etymologists claim 
that the English in turn anglicized the saying and made of It the verb: t-o flirt (in which you hear "fleurette")i 
the French to respond in kind, quickly readopted the verb, "to flirt", which became in French "fHrter" 
(pronounced "fleurter", as it should be written according to French phonetics), and today in France men 
and women "flirtent", and no longer, alas, "content fleurette", though the expression was so charming. 

Time passed and from Maryland we came to California. La Jolla was a lovely place when we first arrived, 
and there was no grandiloquence to it. Houses were tasteful and often small, next to the vast Pacific 
Ocean. I felt at ease and not overwhelmed. Only the cars remained huge, until the dawn of the Carter era, 
when "small" was suddenly "beautiful". Unfortunately it did not lasf long. Soon, everything developed 
into something bigger, grander, and higher. La Jolla became arrogant and showy. Now, when i take my 
walks, I pass by what I cannot but think of as "les palais romains", the Roman palaces with "front 
audacieux", of which the poet Joachim du Bellay in 16th century France wrote. 

On re-reading of du Bellay's poem I was brought back to 16th century France, and I could not but 
remember one of the last poems written by Pierre de Ronsard, le Prince des Poetes, before his death, 
as he addressed his soul, in a flurry of diminutives. 
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A Son Ame 

Amelette Ronsardelette 
Mignonnelette, doucelette, 
Tr6s ch6re hOtesse de mon corps, 
Tu descends I~ bas faiblelette, 
Pale, maigrelette, seulette, 
Dans le froid royaume des mors ; 
Toutesfols simple, sans remors 
Oe meutre, J>oison, et rancune, 
M•prisant faveurs et tr•sors 
Tant envi6s par la commune. 
Pa$$ant, j'ai dft ; s1,lis ta fortune, 
Ne trouble pas mon repos : je dors I 

Here Is a quick attempt at a literal translation: it is almost impossible to do a good job of it because of 
the many diminutives attributed to words usually never used with them. 

Tiny Uttle soul of small Insignificant Ronsard 
Very cute, very sweet, 
Very dear host of my body, 
You are goi~ down over there, most weak, 
Pale, very $kinny, and mast alone 
Into the cold kingdom of the dead; 
Yet, simple, without remorse 
Of murder, P'Jisoo and ra~r, 
Despising favors and treasures 
So envied by the common man. 
P~r-by, ! S.iY C to you); follow Yovr forw.o,, 
Do not trouble my rest I am sleeping. 

ThQ ~m'$ ext:en$iVe ~ Qf ~ c;timin~ °""~ 1$ evi<JfJni TQ Frenc;h e•'l i1; $Qt,111Q$ ·~fl,l1;efy 
ctuldlike and extremely tender, as wen as surprlsingty unselfconscious from the part of such a renowned 
and serious poet as Ronsard. Even though the subject Is somber, since Ronsard Is speaktng to his sou• 
anticipating his death, the tone,, thanks to the diminutives. remains light and almost ~yful. It emphasizes 
the role of diminutives in the French language as tools for obtaining nuances which could not be obtained 
otherwise. 

With the diminutives in mind, one word arrested my attention more than any other: the word: 
Mignonne~. It Is worth looking at it in more details: 

The radical to which -elette-is added is the noun: mignonne. Mignonne is the feminine of 
mignon; the first degree of diminution would have been mignonnette, adding the suffix -ette-. 
Mignonnelette further diminishes the word mignonnette. If you think that mignon Itself is the 
diminutive of minet and that mlnet is in tum the diminutive of mine, which is the popular name of the 
cat in various Gallo-Roman idioms. you realize that an approximate and correct translation in English of 
mignonnelette would have to come down to a quintessential "kitten" or "kitty". 

From all that has been said abQve, one common factor comes to mind. It is, maybe, the inclination for the 
"less", for the "smaH", for the "familiar", the "homey", the "sweet", the "young", the "child", that the 
use of the diminutives implies the most. It is this aspect which attracted me, (mixing aJI categories and 
not neces11rtty Jn that order), to Ronsard; du BeHay, and also !n a certain way to La Joffa when it wa$ a 
village, to. my husband, to the Carter era, all children etc. 

It wou!cl appear that when we dare tQ let down Qur defe0$e$, and wme w Y$(' the charming dtmfnvtlve$ 
of love, affection, and care, our language is often enriched with an infinity of nuances, otherwise lost in 
plain Straight talk. 

Odette flfloux 
(Please see next page) 
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[Unfortunately we could not publish all of Odette's charming and scholarly essay 
due to space restraints. Please contact her ( 453-07 49) if you want to read the 
unabridged version, The editor 1 

-----------------------------------------
MORE FALL BRUNCH PHOTOS: 

On the right: (from left) Bea Zweifach, Ilse 
Warschawski and Rose Bailey 

Below: (from left} Eleanor tum Su.den, 
Marge Bradner and Edith Nierenberg 

UPCOMING TALKS AT SOUNDING BOARD 

December 4: Erika Torri, Exee. Director, The Ath.eneum, ''The Jewel in the Jewel" 

February 5: Richard Atkinson, UC President (Ret.) . "Prospects for UC" 

March 4: Donna Frye, SD City Council, 6th District HQty CoUl'ld.1 Maverick" 

April 1: Steve Erie, Political/Urban Scientist "Water and Growth" 

May 6: Jim Goldsborough, SD Union-Tribune "Today's Hot Topics" 
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Also at the Fall Brunch were (from left): 
Glenda Ro$enl>latt, Carol Sdl\tltz, Estelle Shal>etfil and Margaret Agun.por~ 

PLEASE WELCOME OUR 
NEW MEMBER!!!! 

Helen Kinnett grew up in a small town in Texas where 
s~veral g~rations of her family have lived. When 
she finished high scltool,. she moved to RichmoruL 
Virginia where she attended Westhampton College 
and met her future husband. 
When Bill £inished medical training they settled in 
Tidewater Vuginia with their two children. Through 
the years, Helen was involved in all facets of 
community work, but the ones she enjoyed most 
through the years were the ''Tidewater Juried Art 
Show'; and the city festivals for both Newport News 
and Williamsburg. 
Mc.:>~ c.:>f her lit~ ~h~ h~ l?~~n. m_vql~g ro_ th~~; cm<i 
for some time, dreamed of owning an Art Gallery. Her 
contacts in Williamsburg gave her that opportunity 
and she was in business. The next nine years were 
involved in every facet of art and owning a small 
business. She sold the gallery in 1993 and moved to 
Dallas to be with her Mother who was very ill. 
Helen and Bilrs. daughter, Cheryl Peach is with the 

Birch Aquarium and the son works with IBM in Atlanta. 
In 2001 the children decided that she should move either 
to the east or the west coast. She chose California, and 
finds the west coast very different from the east coast. 
She loves the-climate, the diversity of the landscape and 
the people, and she is close to the ocean again! 

r------------ .. I Please note: I 
I I 
I New e-mail addresses: I 
I Katherine Wong I 
I kathyw~mg2003®yahoo,c;om I 
I J 
J N~~ llmDber; I-
I Madeleine Rast I 
I 858-453-8223 I 
I I 
1- New address: J 
I Madeleine Rast I 
I 8515 Costa Verde Blvd I 
I· San Di,ego,_ CA 92122 I .. ____________ .. 
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