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unty.—The western end of the old plank road, now replaced by a 20-foot asphaltic concrete
pavement across the Sand Hills

OVER SAND HILLS IN FLETCHER'S FORD

LEFT TO RIGHT - COL, FLETCHER, LT.GOVERNOR JOHN ESHLEMAN,
PHIL SWING, BITLER - MAKING FIRST RUN
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d Hills, Imperial County, California —Drag-line scraper at work consl
acroms the Sand Hills
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DESERT ROAD PAVED WITH ASPHALTIC CONCRETE

constituted a barrier to the traveler between
Southern California and Arizona. The span-
ng of this forbidding 7-mile area of wind-tossed

i constantly shifting sand-dunes by a permanent

ghway of asphaltic concrete this August attracted

nation-wide interest of engineers, and stands as
he of the master strokes of road-building in recent
ars,

Credit for this notable enterprise goes to the Cali-
mia Highway Commission, which built the road,

ing State funds and Federal aid.

Tﬁru desert wastes, of such finely pulverized
nd that every wind sets up new formations, are
miliar to milfiuns of movie fans as the desert set-
pg of scores of “Sheik” pictures. The dunes are

constant motion, promising not only the most un-
able kind of subgrade, but also threatening to en-

If any attempted permanent pavement.

However, the demand for a connection of some
ind across the desert resulted in 1916 in the build-
g of a plank road, with funds largely raised by
blic subscription.

I HE Sand Hills of Imperial County have long

changing dunes. As the planks afforded but a
row one-way road, turn-outs were provided at
tervals. Any car going off the planks was likel
remain until pulled out of the sand by outside
sistance, The road was the terror of timid moto
whose dread of the desert made the perils of tras
ng this narrow roadway a duuhllr hazard. F
though built in movable sections, the road was sc
times buried under the shifting sand. With the
crease of traflic it finally became imperative that
route be kept open and improved, if possible, to
better communication facilities.

Studies were begun to determine the feasibilit
A permanent pavement or the best type of mov.
pavement. By driving stakes in the sand-du
records of their movements were obtained. At
it was believed that a road would have to be o
up of sections which could be moved when threate
by the approaching dunes. It was found, howe
that the dunes .\rldum rxrrrdrd 4 certain hrlght.
hinal decision was made to lay a permanent paven
on a grade-line at a sufficient height to insure aga
encroachment of the sand on the roadway. Two
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By
® BEN BLOW

Fleld Seeretary. National Asntomoblile ( tub

5O MANY YEARS that the memory  That the Yuma dunes were crossed by for when California’s highway engineers

Fo the contrary, migrating animals bound from the badlands were building up the roadbed of the present
Salton Sink of the interior to the pleasantly watered foot-  highway which connects Yuma with El Cen.

the prevailing north-  hills which lie back of the San Diego of to- tro, they found deep buried in the sands
west winds, blown to the southeast and piled day is in all probability true; that Indians many broken ollas telling of a lost water

up into a great windrow of dumes, which crossed them, stalked by , is certain, supply and possibly a thirst-crazed struggle
stretches for thi ' against inevitable defeat. Across
northwest to this interminable waste of sand
spreads out the early emigrants to Califor
width to the south nia toiled toward the end of the
ton Sea. How long southern route, those who were
to build up this lured by the gold that set man-
of sand which kind into a frensied western
Arizona, from rush in 1849, or those who, see-

al Valley, ing the specter of Civil War
mhqud hover over their country in the
has “always™ been there o so's, fled w0 avoid a le
the souls of mi which would pit brother agains:
kind, passing brod'mnarftlm'btmﬂn-
who had strength and Those who were strong, who
water supply; dealing out had cartle that were rested, and
struction to the weak and an ample water supply, got
who dared the crossing, through; those whose carttle
E'ihn were weak or who man owt of
supply for man and water, too often lett therr bones
the only to bleach heneath the cloudless
pitiless heat of the way acrom sky, the skeletons of men and
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A U7 AVOID PLANK
ber the| ROAD, WARNING | |
ad | T0 AUTOISTS |

: < = 08 * :
Public warmning was lssued yester |
day by the El Centro branch of the | .
Aut Cludb of Southern Califor

_ | nia travel to Yama via the plank |
road b dangerons. Several cars which | -

- e —

' receptly attempled the trip were bhad-

. |1y damaged and owners were pat 1o

: jheavy expense 0 get through. Cars

i .. |are injured In the drive, engines are
racked and shattered, and in many

¢ 1o be pulled

\ phase of the warning Is

’ . And death to
a’ y | people. _As there is no travel over
p' / It suffer
‘ in dan-

Is little chance

‘ V tl&'lﬂlllw

,4' o or Yuma :

N be placed onJ
Mondes on
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Good Highways Make San Diego

| Market Place of Southwest—Tourist Mecca of Nation
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ut Merchants’ Pockets Yielded

ho, in yeurs gone by,

It wasn't philanthropy that prompted them to adopt m:h

jcy, It was simply hard-headed business sense

t was their good neighbor policy.

t Was Dig, Dig, Dig for Years, | :
that their home town was hemmed in between a tr

west and for

public highways
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Ed Fletcher Papers
1870-1955
MSS.81
Box: 70 Folder: 1

Business Records - Other Fletcher Activities - Highways -
1911 Plank Road: Yuma to Phoenix, photos and articles;
includes photos of construction and after completion;
also of Fletcher party which made the first run over the
completed highway; also photos of early asphalt replacement
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