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 CRANSTGN'S
CROOKED CAPIR

_ Those who read President John F. Kennedy's PROFILES IN COURAGE
were lnsplred by the histories of public officials who did their duty
desplte intense pressures. But the realities of life show that there
are others who dv nct have the covrage. U.S. Senator Alan Cranston
from Califcriia who has posed all his political life as a liberal ,
Democrst, doass not hsve the courage portresyed in President Kennedy's
books This profile on the lack of coursge by Senator Cranston will tell
the skulldugzery that he has done for the benefit of big multinational
corpouraticons and kig corporations tnat are not multinational. It will
show how the little people after strugzling through the Federal Courts
for ten years without the help of Senmtor Cranston, finelly won out in
favor of enforcement of the U.S. Reclsamation law of 1302,

THEN CNLY TO BE MET BY SFMATOR CRANSTON LEADING THE BIG LAND-
OWRERS WANTING TO CHANGE THE U.S. RECLAMATION LAW WHEN THEY WERE DEFEAT-
FD IN THE COURTS BY THE LITTLE PEOPLE.

The U.3s Reclmmation Lew applies to the seventeen western states
including 211 of Terss, But (alifornia got 80% of the Reclamation pro-
Jects so that it erestes 10% of the agricultural production of the U.S.
which at the latest report wacs %94 billions. HMost of the growlng ereas
have 2 crops yearly. Eat Taperial County where RBrawley is, gets 2% crops
vesrly. Desense of these reclanstion prcjects in Cglilfornia, the cotton
tfavmers OFf the Deep Scmth hesve been tadly hurt as it has only cne crop
g8 year. I[n Imperisi County, a farmer hasving an 160 scres farm is eqiv-
valenb to the produestion of 800 zcres in Kensas and %n Georgia to 640
geres of Przsident Carter’s farmlande

Every year, Celifornia 1s scecond to Texas in cotton production.
Seversl years ago, it was first. BPut in Texas, that is the ecrop for
the yesr whereas in Czlifornia there is one more c¢rop. Callforala 1s
where, big farms were being pald $2 to #3 mlllions a year to set aside
fermiand and not grow cottun. The Elmore farm in Imperial County used
to collect about 31 mililon yearly for the same thing.

Imperial County 1s run like some of these Central American count=-
»les. The blg landownars control everyone. They have 2 rackets whereby
they ececape 66% or the farmlsnd taxes. Then there 1s an electricity
swindle whereby the rcsidente pey 3 times the correct price for elect-
ricity so that the local Tmperial Irrlgation Districet, a publie agency,
ean subszidize the farmland to get irrizatlon water at 1/4 the correat
price. These 2 rackets defraud the local peonie of #25 millions yearly.
There are several other lesgser rackets. The Mafla should come down here
-and Jearn how to do extorticn and mske 1t look lezal. '

The skullduggery by the blg farmland owners and by Senator Cranston
can be hest shoun by review of how the little people tried to get enforce-
mert of the U.S. Reclamation Iaw and thereby also stop the oppression
and extortion. Dr. Yellen soon fcund out that.nobolly could sign a pet-
tifibn for he would lose nis job or lose his business. The local news-
vavers under the control of the power structure would print nothing and
would not print Dr. Yellen's Letters to the Editor. So he started the
Newsletter sueh &s you are now resding. He would walk the streets
with & pack on hils choulder carrying the Newsletters and putting them
under windshield wipers. He himself was under boycott, thrown out of
the hospital, frequently arrested, and many others thlngs too muny to
mention in this Newsletter. ‘ 3
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After about 3 years of walking the streets distributing his News-
letters, Dr. Yellen ran for election as Assessor-Collector of the
Imperial Irrigation District agalnst the incumbent on a platform that
a vote for Yellen meant that the voter wanted the U.S. Reclamation law
enforced. To this day, the Boerd of Supervisors controlled by the big
farm interests, refusecs to put on the ballot the question,” Do you want
the U.S. Reclamation Law enforced?"., .

‘ Senator-Alan Cranston knows what the situation is. Yet he is aect~
ively pushing Senator Frank Church's d11l Sl4 for a vote in the week
beginning July 18, 1979. This is a steamroller nction to get the U.S.
Senate to vote wlthout the residents of Imperial County voting thelr
wish: Csn you imzgine such gkullcduggery frcm a U.S. Senator who has
always made speeches.as if he were a ultra liberal Democrat?

Nsw this electicn for Assessor-Colisctor was 16 yemrs ago on Feb.
6, 1963. The Interior Dept. 2nd many offlelsls had been sent Newsletters
telling about this election to get the opinicn »f the people. The cam=
palgn of Nr. Yellen was under a complete news blackout by the newspapers,
radio stations, and TV statisn. The crnly way the people cculd know about
his canpalgn was by the distributlon of home made Newsletters just like
this on» you eve rerding. The results were that 27% of the voters want-
ed erforcemont and that was 16 jyears ago.
- The Interior Dept. was persusded by this election to start the law-
sult United Stetes v. Imperial IrrigationDistrict. ¥t Judge Turrent-
- inz who hed a conflict of interests, desplte a unanimous voté by the
U.S. Supreme Court for enforcement in a eimilar lawsult,Ivanhoe Irrigat-
ion Distzict v. Mclracken, gave an adverse decision agafnst enforcement.

. Ex=Congressman-Victor Veysey publicly announced that he was going
to Deputy Attorney General Kleindienst so that the Justice Dept. would
not wppeal. Dr. Yellen and hls lawyer, Arhur Brunwasser, who just does
& g=neral prectice of law, realized about 3 weeks before the time limit
to mske en appeal, that the Justice Dept. was not zoing to app=al. So
they stepped in to become interveriors to make the apresl. Judge Turrsnt-
ine refused to permit them %o become intervenors. This refusal was ap-
pealed to the 9bh Cirenit Court of Appeals at San Prencilsco. 3enstor
Alan Cranston weg a Senator at this time: As expectzd, the politiesl
filx had been made with the corrupt Watergate geng ¢ the Nixon Adnminist-
ration, and tae Justice Dept. made no apveal. lhere was Cranston who
had always been idolized by the ultra libersl D uwocrats of California
especially so since the Justice Dept. refused to give any reason for
failing %o appeal? He made no public statement for the little people.

: The 9th Circuit Court gave Dr. Yellen and hls 123 little people the
right to be intervenors for before they had been friends of the court
end never expected the Justice Dept, to quit. On August 19,1977, the
9th Circuit Court gave a verdict in favor of the enforcement of the 160
acres limitation for one person. Since that time, Senator Cranston has
been acting very coy saying he- 1s making up his mind as what to do.

But the big landowners had hired the lsw flrm of O'Melveny & Myers,
probably the biggest in Californla with 240 lawyers, all specialists.
The big landowners had entered the lawsuit as intervenors very early.
This law firm has offices also in Washington, D.C. It is supposed to
be ultra ethical. But in 1965, it sent one of iis water lawyers, Allyn
Kreps to Imperial County. He went around making speeches to the Rotary,
Kiwanis, Liongs, etc. as to why there should not be enforcement. Dr.
Yellen he2g never been permltted to address these clubs. So he just puts
Newsletters under the windshlelds of the autos of the members of these

clubs when they listen to Kreps and others like him.

All of a sudden, Allyn Kreps shows up on the staff of Senator
Cranston. -Cranston tells the reporters that Kreps is his foreign relat-
ions asdvisor. But Kreps 1s only a water lawyer, what does he know about
foreign relations? Senator Cranston is not on the Foreign Relstions
Conmittee of the U.S. Senate. The Fresno (Calif) Bee has an article
on how Allyn Kreps with Assistant Secretary of Agriculture Robert Meyer
of Brawley were caught lobbylng to exempt Imperlial County from enforce-
ment of the U.S. Reclamation Law. Thls article was printed Sept. 29,
1977 just one month after the 9th Clrcuit Court decided for enforcement.
So Senator Cranstorn has Senator Church whose state does not have many
Renlamatipn projscts lrtroducing S14 while Cranston remains hidden.
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