
April 18, 1955 

It wa~uly 1939 when · 

that it might be possible to 

~~.~ 
,.-(+1>~~&1 cr../~744~ 
&&me t'O ~}IW •:clttc~l=rrs=b:>D-

up a nuclear chain 

reaction in a system composed of graphite and uranium. 

that there would be 
~ 

such a system would work, ~ if it 

did work, it seemed likely that atom bombs could be made. 

Dr. Wigner at Princeton, who shared ~~ my apprehension 

about an imminent war, kept insisting that we must make 

an effort to get the United States Government interested 
Jte. ~ ~ 

in this development. -aac:yarove C5ut ;::.-.;;: me to see 

A~ Einstein at his summer place ~Long Island. We were 
t r v ~ ~~ . 
told that ~~t Dr. Moore's cabin, but when 

we got out to the location, nobody seemed to know where 

Dr. Moore's cabin was. After a half hour of search we 

were about to give up when I saw a little boy standing 

along the road and · ~ aske~ if he knew where 

~in lived. '~;)ae Eii:d~hough he had 

never heard of Dr. Moore's cabin, and he directed us 

to fJI;r Einstein's house. 

4£1. A Lt/.J . .l 
·y~-~~~· Einst in had not followed the work of 

~ ~ fv t~ 
uranium and what we told ~m was .~ • Cfhat_(remarkable 

J insight he grasped l!'i,e implicatio~ wor~ w~ 

,;J~ng~~~esPQn ibilit/e;en though tZ'e was 

a 60·6~at the 1 might prove to be a false 
<..~ (~~ktc _.) 49pp§' :ce5 ~t/~ 

alarm. The one thing that)artist~~id of is to 

make a tool ~mselves. iP&feo.or Einstein was tree 

from such a 4zld this
1 

is what made his position (./ 

unique~ ,t/~ 4-~6~~4Ac::7"# ~~ 

-~~~ 



, A few days later, I went to see him again. This time 

I went with Dr. Edward Teller who has since become known as the 

~ ~~....,..._,~~ 
of the H-Bomb. !l'Ae upahn15 ~&a. a letter which .t- ·~ 

Professor Einstein wrote to President Roosevelt. This 

letter was handed in person to the President by Dr. Alexander 

~d in response to it, the 'resident appointed a com-
~ 

mittee to represent the Government's interest in~~~~~ 

~ ..n...~ .41./ uran,+ um."~ , , I 
4 

' /'\. ~ .ll ("'t .I \.~ / p 1A 
(V'Y/" o/ : r:. , ) ,.,;./'- (:j V ~A.-.: I ""· v~ . \ Y)) J,/) 

' Whe~ I visited Pre£111er Einstein a~ Prince on 1~ 

shortly after the bomb w.as dropped at . H~roshima , d ~ 

Nagasaki, our conversat,pn' turned back 6 years when t_ 
hl;:hLJ ,, 
(visited~ on Long Island when we discussed the letter 

"77,- ~ ~~-

he might write to the President: '4:'btili:eve," s at ~ , 

·~ 
~I~~~ Einstein( "that the ancient Chinese were ri 

~ ~~~l. 

It is not possible to foresee the ~oRelusions of~~~~ 

.YOU do. The onl~ wis_9 . thing t~ ~ ~heim-1Dg----t: 
M-~ ~~~k ' 
~a~solutel 1 

, }- I 1 
I ~ I:Jfu'l I f? • { i "'-""" ~ , 'A; I. 

·~ In the st two weeks I had~i !'ted Mr. Einstein 

(

' \ 3~t.~ . ~~ 

~ep&~a:? ~?:;5~ f\ He •;: _j :~- ~~~:rn~ that 

~ lD!Y~t start an Atomic War~ t e 0"~'V? which "*

~~~_) 
-a reaeo~n t heFormosa Straits. "li-e was 

a ou t a once again he wro e 

/ present ~ to whom the or as to 

how was addressed. 

7 

? 



April 18, 1955 

He thought that this would be a catastrophe, and he 

was so much concerned about this possibility that once 

more he wrote a letter. 'ht this let~r, he put to:Pth 

-eertaift --eugeestiona .in--tfte hope that it m1ght be a help-tl ~~4-;~ 
4:G h: ·~£ ~oh a cata.a-~phe.,r-Tn the hope that ' 

~ ~K ~ ~ ~ .~- !2--t--r~ 
it might help in the stPu~e to avoid the outbreak of ~ ~ 

war over ~and Matsu. I am not at liberty to tell ~ 

to whom the letter was addressed, what it contained, or 

how it was delivered. 
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