
Gordon Mumma MEANWHilE, A T\VOPIECE (1961) 

Properties: 
Grand Piano, top removed. 
Six non-pitch objects of various timbres and short decay-time;s (eog., bongos, 

cowbells, templeblocks) played from SCORE 2 as shov1n in ta place· 1cnt tliagrac1~ 
A long decay-time vibrating object (e.g., suo pender cy.1ba , tu~ .tar.1) played from 

SCORE [2J and SCORE j4 r as shotvn in the placement c iagrur:l. 
One of tli< following: Vibraphone, Xylophone, M.:-trimba, or si~nila instrument. 

non-t~eyboard instrument which one of the performers ccn play Nith proficiency, 
different from the other instruments chosen. 

A large assortn,ent of mallets for the percussion instruments. 
Two-channel tape playback apparatus and two wide-range loudspeakers. 
Four music stands~ one for each of the four scores, which are placed as numbered 

on the placement diagram. 

Procedure: 
MEANWHilE, 1' T.VOPIECE consists of four scores and a two-ch~ nnel magnetic tape .. 

SCORES 1, 2, and 4 consist of seven pages each, in indetermin<...tc order, aud are 
read from top to bottom in columns from left to right. ~ach pu,"'e contains three 
sequences, seperated by a circled number. SCORE 3 is for the non-keyboard instru
ment on \\hich one of the performers is proficiento 

The scores, numbered consecutively from left to r · ght ~n the place!.~cnt diagram, 
apply to the other instruments as foll~~s 0

. . . 

1 = Piano; 2 = Six non-pitch obj~~decay otiject; 
(or etc.) and long-decay object. r insLde \le. ? a.no, ohd. 

Each column of SCORES 1, 2, and 4 takes upproxit.ate y twelve seconds of per
formuncn ti rJe. These scores are graphic analogs of the pc.rforn( rs' physical actions o 

SCORES 1., 2~ and 4 primarily influence the density of event2 in tir.e and the 
relative extent or span of activity within the pitch range o t:~e instru:nents .. Tl e 
remaining factors (actual pitches, duration of events, lou.•ess, attnck, an~ (ensity 
of events at a given instant) ure cetermincd by the perforner's respons e to the 
ovents of the magnetic tape and the event s of the other porforn.er.: 

On SCORe; 3 the performer is generally ~iven only exact 
1
oi tch9s o The re[,klinin~ 

factors (duration 9 lou ness, timbre, attack} are cetert incl )Y the performer's 
esponsc to the events of the magnetic tape and the events of t 1e other per.former. 

U connected pitches are aperiodic() 

The! perform~r from !§:coRE i] plays the first ·f~efluence on he 
in view.. Upon finishing the sequence the performer places 
other s ix paa-es on that stand and goes to the score inC:.. ica 
just-f'inishe~ sequence . At this score the perforner plays 
the pu~e it~nediatel in vies. Upon finishing the se0uence 



Procedure (cont.) 

t'1at pug~ bel1ind the other six pages on that stanC: and goes to the scor ind · cate 
at the end of the just-fi ishc sequence. At this score the performer la.,rs e 
ffhi ci"§"C(j"uepC£1 on t e page irL1edi&te y in view. - Uoo finis .. ing the sef:uenee tne 
performer places that page behind the other six pages on t ,at stanr and goes to t e 
score indicated at the end of the just--finished ser;uence, where he plays the )first 

.:Segueoc§j on the page inn:rediately in vie~. This p7'0ocess continues until the en 
of the magnetic tape. 

The performer of fhe instrument at SCOHE 3 reads from left to right. A stave 
is cl osen from ~ouii: 1 (indicated by the a r ge arrrnv). ..:'ftcr performing the chosen 
stave the perforoer goes to the score indicated by the number at tle end of t'1at 
stave. At this seore the performer plays the secon sequence of t1e puge i . e?iat · y 
in view. Upon finishing the sequence the performer places that po5e at tt. .... o... of 
the other six pages on that stand and goes to the score in?icated , ttl~ 1 oft e 
just-finished ~e~uence. At tl1is score the perfor~~r plays t __ w~ir~- nu~nce or 
if he is at · he c 1ooses a stave frolil roup 3 (in:.:i cat~' b.,' the 
This process con J.nues until tl~e en~ of the -ldgne ic tape. 

Tl:e !i&gnetic ape ·s approxi~atcly seven 'lioutes lon , . ':l ich is -h~ 
the ~ erfor'k--nce. The performers enter togetl~ cr (one )erfor"'"ler act :-.;t s tu.c · 
p ay _c' ' ) · ::'1 ~o to ~co:1£~.- 1 anc ~.J epending on which is t e·r porfor .. 1ii5 i __ s o 

They e~in play in~ iT';\ .~e,~ia -t c ly o 

A.ftcr due _ n..; "cleration,uny re! •• aining 
pe rf or .. crs. 
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