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2. Si c th t blishm nt of a ultiraci 1 
Council in the K"unga area fifteen months ago, a uumber of 
people from the } rehe d Sub-districi h ve roic d over 
Radio Daru, their disappointment in not he1ing a Council 
in their rea . 

on. 

4. 
any reop et 

• 

ion 
some time. 

of he r.t!port 
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existence. 
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~~se and le~d a semi-sedentary type of 

In 196) an increase ill the regu;.ar 
shipping aervic~ to Lake ~urray plus a continuing j cre~~­
in Air Charter flights to P 1UOA, coupled also ith a 
sudden incrflt ~e in finance~ available to the Ad.ministx·ation, 
all servad to dia,el an atmosp er of fruot'1tion. Previous 
to thi Buyers' ~ociety supplies could be held iu Daru for 
si:c months as nil loading space was available on Adainis~ration 

e11Bela and Societies lacked the interested supervision 
and fin nces which later madti possible their rise to 
affluence. 

Commencing in early 1964 paternalistic 
minded, and :perha.ps i-aturt:J..y ao, D.D.A. Staff beca e 
the Lake Murray Buyer•' Societ~ nuaber of Europ~an 
Traders aud Shoote~operating in the area at great 9rofit 
to · easelve~ bee me the target for resentment a~d 
criticism. Rome ~radPra later complained that the tlatives 
refuaed to de•al with them O!l thEt grou d.a that thoy would 
be ••1 ed fox· not sE1lling sk.ina through the Bu1ere' Society. 
'l'b.e tacitly or otherw s~ approved 1.Jcluaion of Traders and 
Shooters and nthen cons 7.dereci poor influs.ocee has in so·iie 
respects given the peo11le a false impression o! their 
rights it:. regard to tranaients a.nd they can easil1 go 
astray in the xecutioA of what thGy consider to be their 
right•• Apart from the occa ional visit of a Barra.mu.udi 
fishing ~easel to Lake Murray, once again much resented, 
'l:ra~ ·":':rs and Shooh·ra !U"S auch '-' rari.ty these days as, 

ay• l§lo wsteraer i~ iAla.ud China Contact with 
E\l.ropeana baa th a d '.nished Ct.lld is restricted now to 
Miasionm.d Adain!strati~n personnel. 

(B) POPULAT!ON - DISTRIBUTION AND ~·RENDS 

(a) Neo-nata.1 mortality rate Fpendix is no 
atta~~ed. It would be impossible to aecertain the nWDber 
of children who died wit~in one month. This is it formation 
the peoplft will not divulge fo fear of action bei~g takeu 
against the parents. Apart from an effort made at 
Ningt ru'ft in 1964/19651 p trols in this District do not 
record observable ~egnancies. 

irth and Death ates for both divisions 
have b~en checked and corrected as necessary. The Natur~l 
Increase Rate for the Ld.ke people is higher and this 
1a to oe ex ect c!, as these people ha'7' ready and quiclt. 
access to both Mis ion and Administration he th facilities. 

(b) isconnected sections of ro d may eventually 
be brought up to Motor B:Jke atardard. It would then be 
necessary to tran~port the bik around by boat or canoe. 

(&) SOCI}L GRO~PING~ 

No commentci 

(D/ LEADERSHt_E 

Tr di ione.l leanership, al though a little 
loose, exists regardless and the advent of Council elections 
ill force the people to make a binding decision. The issue 

of 1 ad rehip, I eel7Nill be re solv d in avour of th 
· j"OUnger meno P ddling up and .down rivers to a..ttend 'to 
v rioua Counc~l fun~tions i strictly f r young 

{E) 
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With a background or rigorously contested 
&nd je loualy guarded land and etc. ownership to their 
c:rP.dit, it should not prove difficult to sell the concept 
of individual ownership of rubber blocks. Cl!IBDll~l effort 
in getting the blocks establ:i.shed haa merit and this is the 
approach that has be~n adopted at Kiunga. 11he people 
re lize that the defined sm 11 allotments 'xist but are 
happy to make clearing a:.1d planting a oommur..ity 8.ll"ort 
initially. The psychology ot numbers ie importsnt to 
th&so paople. TW nty men as a single work unit .will clear 
a sixty acre block months ahead of twe~ty gen who e eh 
and alone ciear a thrwe .ere block. 

These people are b&sically forage~and will 
hav to cultivate proper gardening habits, the acquieition 
o! which presupposes keenness aud an ability to regularize 
their wcrk. Cooonut lrovea wh.ich were mostl7 es blis~ed 

J Patrol Offto&r Barber in th early 196o's are hea il 
ov rgro n, and ln 08$ cas s, a1Jloet ~omplotely obliter ted 
by secondary gro 'th. Careless use of fire u:-in the "Dr " 
o uoes further dam ge to surviving groT••• Unleea th• 
p ople are prepared to exert tnemaelTes after initial 
rubber planting au h ~ venture will not surv:tve more than 
five y rs. 

The ople w!ll for ~ome ti•• to coa 
continue to make time coneuaing oanoe journeys into the 
ewamps to shoot crocodiles, they now bei~g accustomed to 
h nd ing cash regularly,and to search for foodo At such 
tim s ru ber blocks will b~ left unattended. Local 
Miss.o !.t1·-« es have pas ed co~ment on the habit of ilf eri 
produce fro a eesaible and unguarded gardens, S.Dd uch a 

r ctice is well inat·tutionalised. 

\F) 

Nt. comment. 

LIVING 

he co:i.sumption of co.ruied foodstuffs is 
ry much r lated to th turno~ r in skin purcnaaes tmd a &s~ 

·= "lntro~uc.t on.." 
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1967. This will not obviate th~ ~ecessity for Patrol Officer 
in Charge, Lake Murray, to provide water transport to meet all 
incoming aircraft. fuen a Station has onl; one vessel or one 
o tboard Motor, and such is used for pdtrol work, then connecting 
aervioes with inwards aircraft oompletely fall down. In the 
past offj cers have usea. their own personal outbf..1at·d motors 
or b r owed Society motors. 

The MAKA strip, adjacent to the Station, was 
eet:!.ma ed to cost 120,000.00. Tho MAKA site 

eleyatad than the PA GOA a1te and would not become 
if. the Lake waters reached an abnoraal. height. 

The recon truction o~ PANGOA will not ber.efit 
the Lak~ Murray Station. 

againa:a 
force~ 

(K) 

No co •enta. 

THE STAGE ~F POLIT1CAL DEVELOPM.E:.T 

No comm•~te. Co:uaon resentment expres i 
intrudine Eur pean shooters a.nu Traders is a unifying 

(M) THE ECONOMY OF THE AREA 

Comments on coconut pJantin 

The Lake Hurray people are bf!colling progre,,.iv•l1 
eathuai atio over ihe planting of rubber. Ourrea\ figures are•• 

Seedliagft in Mureerieel GoY\a17 1 16~ 
Village• 19,0?8 

~rt~ 1le1red (in aoc s, 
Area ~~te (in aoree1 

• 27 aeres 
- 18 c:..~rea 

Tt.e District A rioul ture Ot Iioe was diaatis!'ied 
with progress and org8.1'11saiion of the Lake sohe aa vbeerved oa 
inapeotion vioits l te 1966. Patrol Offioer in Charge, Lake 
Murra1/and aundry employels nd villagere w~r• aent to Kiuaga 
to view progress and organis~tion there. 

For th• period S•ptember.1965, to September,1966, 
the Lake Murray Buyere• Seoiety purchased 5kiaa to the valu• 
of 120,000.00 and sold gocds to the value of 134.ooo.oo. 'l'he 
Lalte Murray Buyers' So iety is a flouriohing and yery influential 
ea erpriae, the suocea8ful supervision of which by D.D.A.Otticere~ 
hat. sent Administration prestige soaring t iapreeedented heightse 

The information supplied u.·er this heading ia 
g~nGrally inadequateo 

(N) POSSIBILlTIES OF EXPAN ING THE ECONOMY 

RUbbe ,planting, fishing:and sawmilling1 are 81~ 
possible sconomic Ye t1lrea and such should succeed witn effi~nt 
m~nagementQ The Lake Murray Buyers' Society is finPncial enough 
to establish a Freezer Unit at Lal·e Murray. The riTer Barramuad , 
although 'muddy', could be shipped to Port Moresby per • -.PAPUA 

nd sold locally. 

A number of local peopl posaeRs o tboa1·J motors 
t10.;p to iCn/p) and the purchasi.g o er of mo1 y is no ~ell 
appreciated. The addi tionol work i. vo l ved is onl) "'""second ry 
import nee once ~ boal is esta lished. l 

(0) .. , "'DS LUSAL 

No cox:mED:ts. 
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6. Lake M•.ll'ray currently offers a uniauc situation. 
The previous Patrol Officer in Charge, Ir.~ ! • .u .C. DUL o.r,res .ned 
on 27th J anvary, 1967 t to ~ecome full l;i!:le ' anager of J..ake 
Murllf'1Buyers' Societ.,. Current p .... ~ rol Off:lc r in Charge, '•r .. c. 

OUNG' will tnerefo~e operate full tim on Council cstablishm nt 
and s~ch is rtainl~ w rranted at this st~ge of n~ Murr y 
devel -,pment. It w:U giv" th~ Counc:i.l an opr~rtur"ity to et 
almcat sole ~ aa political institution. Basically, the report 
under• er»ph?.sizes the 1.mportant I art Local Govcrn.m"nt ~lay in 
educating the people as well providing them wit~~pportunity 
to pa~ticipate in the control ~f ~ >c 1 affairs. It under 
emphasizes 1..be n ed for the ~.JeopJ.e to earn somethlng about 
politics and political proc duree, the importance of elections 
and voting, and th~ resulte of s me. 

7. o real tteopt was made o provi~6 rea onabl) 
reliable figttres on in~tial t prospecteo CeD.JuB sheets ow 
570 males between 16-45 years, reRid nt in the villages. I 
think that a tu rate of 3.00 p r head ia not unrealtatic nor 
beyond tne present fin&.ncial c p bilitiea of tt average male 
villager. This tax rate would provide t~e Council with 
approximately 1700.00 in tax revenu · o a par ·111i h 
the U ~mga Local Government Council~ The sum of 800.00 has 
been r quested a- 1.1Il initial establ shm ut grant. P.eference 
a~orandum 40-1-1 o 9th Decem er,1966~ 

8. In it•s first year of est blishment the ~uncil 
should commence construction of a per .anent materials Council 
Ch .•r• to rival the pres nt LWce Murry Buyers' So~iety Store _ 
bui d:3ng. The Chamb rs should be prop rly furnished befortt 
consideration is given to Aid Post nd other ~~nstructiona which 
are currently the concern of the Lake Murray Buy ... • ociet;. 
The Council must beco e t ~ bigger and aeemin~ly mor affluent 
brothwr of the L'1ke Hurray Buyers' Soci ty and Lake urray 
provides the sit,u1tion whereic s'1ch can be accomplished. 

our informn ion and coomen t aleA 2. 
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