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Number of Day

: PATROL REPORT |
District of BALIMO S.D. WESTERN. Report N 1 - 58/59. s ' it
: Patro. Conducted by I.D.Gibbine C.F.0, 3 ) &
it TR BAMU DRITA, GAMA RIVER AND DIBIR] PASSAGE. 7 f !
.‘ v Patrol Accompanied hy Europeans i .
: Natives.... Folice and Medical Orderly. £ ¥
Duration—From. | (19 110 58 A ,/E’Y% I
"

Did Medical Assistant Accompany ?..... Ko, i :
Las* Patrol to Area by—District Services...... 19.36 3 '
.

Medical ... .. by ’35‘5 |

Map Relerence. ..... Avstr&laal&n Qetré;euu.??mp&w e, Tine (CQI_'Y bradt s

inspection »(.4) Education survey (5) Construction of Aid Poat.

,
Objects of Patrol..... ..}, 3ex#u3 revision (2) Tax collestion (3) Medical 1 (
)
!
1

Cirector of Native Affairs,

PORT MORESBY.

Forwarded, please.
~
\ |
)

=%, 4 a0t B4

- Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation
Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund £ -

Amount Paid from P.E.D P, Trust Funi i
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@ sbove are mmelessd for perusal and
W Torwarding
8 has »w):.u, ted & godld gepurt and has /P
151y eonducted nis patrel with dlligunce. He bas done turee tax-censuf—
divisip luring the ane patyol hecause they wers all ve dverdue
for o ] she Ving widdles Dawm: and Wawel divisiorn will be
yeralled Ty 3 ebrue

nundod iow
fhe owmrmts on dysen mm,'mscmeth‘g althou,
somewbat disturding, With twelve hovA,/ imdation in most lages
it is searcely surprising that Seniry takes such a te¢ll, Adegquate
and safe sraitatlon is ths obvious ans ver %0 this, out the problems
of providing this sve formideble. I esxnoi thini of & simple,
chex, angwer.

I agree witn Mr, 3ibbins' remerke on sub=-normality. It
moct sbvieus. The reeulte of a neurologiecnl survey would be

- 4 -
2 ating,

When ens surveys ths ecenomie pohemtial of the Bawm
arsa, ene ermnet but be pessemistic, Coxmidorad with geoira.phio
topographical und socielsgioal owditiuns in genoral, t
forsee wny :u,uu for these peopls unet ...vo.winp some sert of
resettlenent, Bve Banu River Miseion with over 20 yeeas
sxporience of the Pamm, oan ses no future.

L]

f %he people in the Miusion,

. i lackened ceale ¢f antivities
toof t‘u & on itself { ﬂr’.,m,le' it saems that the
.At... ¢ » for Christianity, pveferring his spleit-

0 be in the hands of the numerous

ion referring te the

1Bve TWo coples
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA.

Sub-District Office
BALTHO.
15%h Decembe+, 1958,

The Assistant District Offiocer,
Balimo,

VESTERN DISTRICT.

——— !

BALIMO PATROL REPORT No.1l. 1958-59, T

Officer Conducting 3 % Lo .r—
BN a 5 A
the Patrol :- -D.Glbbins. Cadet Patrsl 0fficer.

Ares Patrolled :- Hamu Delta, Dibiri Pastiege and 7

|
Gexce River. e

Perscnell Accomparying :- heg.40.7148 Conotable Kaide. §~"
Reg.No.9971 Suwimalen. —
N.M.0. Taipe. '

Duration :- Out. Tuesday 7th,0October.
In. Friday 21st,November.
Total Days on Patrol ~ 44.

Qbjecte o? Patrol.
(1) To make a complete census revision of the areas
visited.

(2) To colleet the ten shillings head tax impcosed on the
Bemn Deita and Dibirdi Tax Census Divisions for 1953.

s iy r""‘“’r“‘r”'”““f“‘T‘_"‘T

(3} To eupervise the comsimetion ¢f a permenent Aid Post Fﬂ ﬁ
in the Bamu Delta. =3

(4) To see trat a thorough medical inspection was carried i
out of all ratives in conjumction with the census chacks. ";

(5) To do0 a prelimin-ry education survey of the srecs o
vieited an’ %o select a suitable site for a proposed new school, in =~

the DPama Delta.
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ANTRODUCTION.
During th patrol many stories were heard regarding thu 5 )
orig.n of the preeznt Bamm and Gams River villagee anc the fellowing éd
b
short compilation of these is thought to be of interest. i
g 3 Originally there wes only ome village in the Sumu Delta - —— 5
r sltuated on Dibiri Creek about thirty minutee inland by canoce frem p— f
the yresext village .. Bamic on the North Brak. Prom here sprang
the present villages of Torobina, Aniads yBamio,Upaty.Bunigi,Darave,
Sibara,Pirupira No.1 and 2. As can be sean from the map, these
new villuges have remained in close roximity te¢ ome ano.her and
] much social intarcourse and intermarriage still takes place between
them.
The villages of Sogeri,Mirua, Wakau,Sisiame,Oropal and
Bina all originated from 2 villege valled Mabe ~ nesr the preseat
T 8ite ¢f the Bawu River Mission station on the middle Famm. Juring %""
the 18th Century,continual friction and fighting came to a lead and %—-
caused the old village %o split - a large faction going down river }—-1
to Jettle on Avamic Ieland near Guio Creek (see ap). This mew f .
v village evidenily’ remained intact for some fifty to a huzndred !__ l
Jears before domestic disputes and fighting betweex clans caused L... ; "‘
it %o break up,one clan remainin;: at Guio (Sisiame) while the oiuner § a i
two - Oropsi and Biua -~ set 6@ at seperate sites ca Uapuwba Island. r_“
Those three villages have since divided axain - one section e 3
breaking awa_y from Oropai and Forming Werio villoge wiile the iL' t
Givipions of Sisiame and Bina have simply been naned 1. and 2 ¥
it The neaple of Maipani and Tirere villages on Dibiri ?" “
Island migrated frow Wateda Island po 8ibly about 1800 when Dibiri
Island was etill in tne process of formation. Althcugh some r—-
- intermarrisge heoe takea place between ihese people and those of the —
Y lower Pamu,the former resen being included in the Bamm Census i
¥ Divieion ~ they being a Wabada-Viwai speaking group looking on 8
their neighbours ss ypes i
o Simi.‘v.rly on the Cama River the population was once 1
; congregated in two large villages - one at Bell's Point called i
3 G< nerowa and the other at t elte of Gimeceme village - %
s called Giboroe. A bad Cysen eak in srowa resulting in el j
o caused most ot the survivors to leave amnd settle in the Foik
\ and these people forwed the egent villages of Airua,
Birori,Namaete,Magewi,Gi 3 an The uppei' Gama Villsgac &
. of Ukusi me breakaw from the old Giboro village. -
The 'bu '0;1»‘ living on the North Bag! Fly,namely -
the villages of Damera,Wariobod ro,Kenami ,Mugu,Pagana and Demori i
(2 are the descendants of two clans which migrated from Giboro down i
the Cama River and across the Bamu Delta about a entury ago.They $ 4

have since intermingled with the nearby FOE0




TR

| AN
{ g ' ¥ ‘&‘u—r;’
!

lxv -H: - -
g T LY PR SRR S Y S [ S - PR pabth WLy

e
RIARY. o

[nesday jth October 1230.

Travelling by single hulled c¢ances the patrol
BALIMO 1040 hre accompanied by Mr.E.M.A.Petras and Mg, K,0.White,
Passing Kara and Kebane villages en routls, Lhe patrol reached Koaevwa

viilage at I840 hrs and alept,

Wednesd,y Sth October.
Left Kenewa 0815 hrs and arrived Kurea village 1245hrs,

passing Waia, K Saiwasi eand Garu villages,Lined people of Kurea village

for medical inspection by Mr, Petras. Slept.

Thursday 9tn October,

v

Departed Kuresa 0800hrs and after [Omins, walk reached
the Bamu River. Proceeded upriver to Bamu River Mission arriving
0830hrs, Hired three outrigger cances and paddlers from nearby
Iowa village and left on falling tide, Mrss. Petras and White
returned Lo Balimo, Heached Jogeri village 1420 hrs, Census revised,

tax collacted and village medically inspected by accompanying N.M¥.0,

Friday 10th Octobe:,

Inspected Sogeri gardens in a.m, In aftarnoon essried cut

vensus, tax collection anrd medica’ inspection at Mirue -~ I0 mins.

downstream by canoe from Sogeri, Slept,

Saturday Iith October.

® Preliminary investigation ol two cases of adultery at

Mirua - both cases sent to Balimo, Departed II0Cnrs by canoces

avriwing Wakau village i3I5 hrs, Slept,

| Sunday 12th October.
Observed at Waksu,

Konday ISth October,

Census, tax collection and medical inspection at Wakau.
Departed 19350 hrs arriving Sisiame No.2 1330hys.Inspeczted proposed
site for new Aid Pos* nearby then crossed river to look at another

ouvsible site,Heturned and slept L Sisliame,

luceday I4th

Inepacted Sislame No,2 village then supervised repairing

of houses,draining ground snd building pig fence.Held meeting in

#fterncon with V,C's of Oropai, Koavisi, Uina, Terere and Pirupirn
23 regards provésion of timber for N.M.0's house at Abs Aid Post sgite

Also inf v R e T [ 5 " .
lso informed them of intended route of P<trol, Slept Sisiame,.
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Wednesday L5th Oclober,

Consus revised, tax collected nnd medical inspection carried
nastruction of Ald Post ard N.M.0, house Degun

N

out at Sisiame N

at 0ld Aba Police Basesadjacex® Lo Sisiame, Sliept Sisiame, e

Thureday loth Cclober, ;

By cance to BSis

ik - mins, Village cens )ﬁadli)wul)L:.v J ‘

medically insvected and tax collected, i

Priday I7th Ocaber. S

1
beparted Sisiame No,I 0730 hre ,arriving Oropai village WG B
0900hrs. Census revised,tax coll'ected and people medically inspecied, ._“,‘ 4L
In p.m. inspected site of rroposcd new Sisiame No.l village at Guio f L
Creek, Slept Oropai. 5 -

Saturday Wb Octodver,

'
N

Lett Sisiame 0850nrs iving Bina No.2 1[300hrs,Census,

tax collection and mecical inspesction carried ou’, Slept, £ s
.
Sunday i9ta October, i
el 0
Observed at Bina No.Z2, § t
kKonday 20th Octoder.
By capoe to Nebio Island - 45mine,Census,tax collection £ : P
: f {
and medicol imspection.&t Bima No.I. In p.m, walked to Wario village | S
- JOmins. and carried out census revision, tax collection and
wedical inspection, Slept War s

Tuesday 2Ist Qctober.

Waited t1ll I000hrs for rough sea to abate then crossed to

biy a nd = Q sinant T ' b
Dibivi Island,arr.vi g ¥l pani 1200nrs, encus,tax collectlinon and B
medicel inspectior fternoor Loy aipan o

Nalpani school (B.R.M.] while waliing for low

tide, Dep=

yWalKing LOong oeacn and ax "AvVing lerere Viilage

cal inspeciion carried out

1230hrs. Census, tax ¢ tion ard medi g {
|
:

fhursday 2%5rd Qutobe

Insp

and copra dryers, Further medic treat i iste
tex y N.M,O, &
Jeparted I.30hrs by motumotu can ARA arrived Aba Poliod o8t 1e00nrs: }
Liec 8 IS
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Friday <4t October,

Supervised oul

'

A.P.C, camp at mewy ,

Saturday 25th October.

further supervision

Slept Aba,

Sunday 26 th Ogtober

Observed

Monday 27th October,

Left Aba O80Chrs,ars

colleciion and medical inspect

Slept,

Tuesday 28th October.

Departed Xr -visi
“ensus revised,tax col scted

cazes of Tuberculosis sent to

¥ednesday 29th Octover,

By caace to Etere village -

and tax cellection,One case @1
In p.m. by vance to Asaramio -

wedical

Thursday 30th Oevober.

By canoe to Tapapi

tax collected and pecple medicsl

Friday Sls\ Qete rer,

Proceeded to Slmeramio

Census, tax Llection

Saturday Ist October.

Veparted Bimaramio

nignt,

Sundev 2nd October,
St Ll yelober
drrived Balimo

).1,.C,

on with

Bouday Jrd Qctober.

Departed Bulimo Stat

I700nrs, Sliept

300hrs, ar

Jalimo

assault

inspection carried ous,

~ I% hours

ly
J

04 medical

Statior

constructiion of whar:

Lving Xeavisi

Lon,

LVing Amagoa vill O0hrs

people medic Ly inspected, Four

Hospital Slept

fmegoa,

I houy,Census,medical inspeciien

Sent Lo Balimo for trial

lour, Census, tax collection and

Slept Asaramio,

against

ted,

inagect

village - I wlth tide by canne,

030Chrs,
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DIARY, (Cont, )
tussday 4th N
Left WOOnx trave el ) lay and arrived Arixinaps
Village WXWOhrs, flept, -
Wednesdey 5th November
Congus,medical inspection and tax collection Arikioapi. .
Departed 11 8,arriming Sisiame No, L1700hrs, Slept, W
-~ e |
ureday 6th Noyamber,
4 S—
upervision of wivk on Ald Fost and wharf in . "
¢ L200nhy and arrived Anisdai @500ars_C noue . tax and medice tuspection
- 1 V—_v
¢ carried out.Left ITUOhrs and arrived Bamic Id30hr Siept, !
A AR
¥riday Jtr lovember. e
> «208UE, tax collection and mecical inspection at Bamio in a.m, e ‘
$ veparted 100hr Lar pati -~ W Dy canve., R8Us, La AL med, inspect :
o :
Slept Upati, PR
{
Zaturdsy 8th Novembsr. F o
7
8y canoe along Dibiri Oreek to ANlgis viliage ~ onme hour, ot
i
‘ensus,med. inspection and lax o« ection carried out then om to Ay
verave - half an hourby canoe, Census, tax and med, inspection, iy
g Slept Darave, g
Sunday 9th November,
S SN AAL ] 12y
bt Observed at Darave.
A Monday I@th Hovember,
g Left Derave 0B800hrs,azrivy ing Sibara QU30hrs., Census Sevision,
tax collection and -edical Lpspection, Two Alaputes setilod,
\ P
! & p.m, to Pi aru No,I - 30mi by AN , tax c¢ollection a
retl med, inspection, Sl pt. A
ucsday Ilth Novemb 2r.
canoe to Pir ira = @Me hour, Pre. .miuary investigation
o 'L Lwo 0l assault [ for trial teo saliac, fusug, ax i
& Collection amd m2dical inspection carrie at,Slept, ;
A wednesd 2th _Novewber, B
; MY, Jade rrived 3 50nx Mr.¥.0,01eiand ubosrd ’ b
";’ Jade 3 oy
. o ol 0 . vravellin iz e Gamu Rive; 3
’ rrivi at Ukucl villuge Yy I )
o 1 J € fnouse hex retu
5 ’ wostr . A
i
sen 5 i on .
- e °n ai el Ltaspeciion of i and
* Villages at Koparami. Sler
: * MNr.c n depart 7 e' % orth |
denk ¥l
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DIARY \Cont).
Friday 14th

November.

Departed Koparam Mhrs by cance wlt

Gimerene 0800hre.Census snd medi inspectl. carr
Jaturday 15tk Koveaber.
Left Gimereme 0630hra by canoe with

Junction of Vabi and Gama Rivers C715hre.Proceeded against

Wal .

en reoute.Census

end resched Bipori

LA v el

revigsed ani people medienlly

Sundesy 16th Sovemier.

Observed at Binori.

¥onday 17th November.

Daparted Binori 063Chrs,arriving Aira

Cenaus and medical inspection &v Airun.lef*

Namaite 1050hrs.Census and medical iwspection omrr

te Magive village in aftermoon.Censu® and medical

Magive Slept Magive,

Tuesday 18th Rovemoer.

Left Wagive 0800hru by canoe to Giwaretore - 30 mins.

Census rovised and people medically inspected . One cave

investligated.
hovy. Slept Haieavs.

Wedneaday 19th November.
Cenmu
One of asswult

case

seni for trial a$% Balimo. M.V.'Uraungzh' arrived 1100krs.Loadel
ther v.arded 1t and
1200krs,.Censue and medical

'‘Urangah'with mangrove poles for Aba Aid Port

proceedeod on to Ibue village arriving

irspection then departed

Thursday 20th November.
Census reviaion,tax col)ectic
at Torobina.lnsnpected B.R.M.school.l.eft *100hrs Ly
Aba ald Post ~ mangrove polee unlowled then continued
arriving 1900hrsa. Slept.
Priday 21st November.
Departed Kurea 0530ars by ‘Urangah' to Balil

arrivipg 1500hrs.Bnd of jpatre

END OF DIARY.

0930nrs

nd medical inspection carried out

1

»

|

tide,arriving a

village 0545hrs, pass.ag Alrua villaze

inspectad. Slept

11lage CT730hrs.

o 1A

pection at

Ip afternoon contimued down river to Maisavi -

2t Madigavd -
and one of addltery investigated - both ~uses

1600nre, arriving Torobina 1900hra.

and medical inspection

‘Urangah'tio

out.

arrived

on

imo Station

¥l
L hetis? Ji
8

yarviviag
Blept.

tide up

Binori.

t then on

of asaault

one

Slept.

to Kures




NATIVE AFFALRS.

The last patrol to visit the three census
s % namely Bam: Delte,Dibiri ama River was at de 1} ir. A.D.0, e, :
Wakeford in 1956.8ince thenm the three arean have been closed to s 1
¥ Fecrulting and thia , ¢ 1er with the fact thet =21l A.P.C. et

labourers have returned to their villages,has had the desired
effest of stabilizing village lifs.However thege returned men are

& far from happy lot for,having seen the outeide world,they realise

it has been their misfortune vo bs borm in what

of ths mo 4 God-forsaken areas of fthe Territory. Wout gr

misdeeds they have ¢ waitted to be compelled to stay here by the s 1
government 1s beyond their vomprehen n for they clearly lock £ ,
A n the ceasing of recruitment as a of punikhment -~ of a wost o
¥ j severe kind. s i

k Having had much time to poder on ways AR S e

§ apd
~n

esceping froam their drsary home life,no fewer theyn lorty recrults | B

velunteered for service in *he R.P.&N.G C. during thie

The ides of risettlement was mentioned many times by the author

¥ with a view to ascertaining their wrends of thought on tle aubject. ok
g } However,the village elders who »till hold wmuch sway were,as might

! be expectec,strougly against the idea.

) Despite the lapse in puirelling,these areas are Foy
\ preving much more law abiding tkhan ix past years and relatively

. } few complaints were brought before the patrol for magest

. . attention.On the other hand,the absence of a thorough medieal
patrol to “hu Dibiri and Bamu Divisions for sbout four years could a2
' ba clearly seen by the nunerourc cases of yaws treated on this g},
. patrol.The census figuraze tell the story of dysentery ocutbreaks e B4
i which g¢ unchecked each year an prevent the peopulation L
from increasing.- that of 1957 wae responsible for 79% of deaths &b
¢ in the Bamu Delta. o
b LA¥ AND ORI &
\ The author has no couxrt powers end therefore or P i

> !

inveatigated complaints before the parties comcerned -
the A.D.0. Balimo For heariz » the C.N.M. Of those sent the B L
; £o3iowing number of cases recieved e e 8
W A&li‘lj"'l‘:{ - 3
Phe moral sYandard ¢ the Bamu,Dibiri and 3 ver L g
as is well kn oW, and consequentdy adulter s still is §
in these areas. However,it would appe that onl f the fun is

not shared omr hoth
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HBALZH AND HYGIENE.

The bealth in this area wac surprisingly good,due
mainly to a receat patrol by an E.X.A. from Kikori in ¥sbruary of
this year. Apart from four tropical ulcers,little medical attention
was necded. Each village had well comstructel latrines emptying

iato the river and all appenred to be used.

Bamu Delts.
Here the p.Jition wae the reverssn.It is estimated that
dysentery accounted for 70% of deaths in this aren
a population of onuiy 2,296 there were 160 deaths -
are believed to have bec. caused by dyssantery. Aiter having speat
8ix weeks in the sea of mud and filth and feen the conditions
undcr which these pesople live,the author fowmd it easy to
underetand why outbreaks of this disease take such a heavy toll of
lives.
As stated previously,a thorough medical patrol had
not Teen carried out in the Bamu for over three years - ths two
atrols made by a medical officer in 1955 and 1956 being
unsuccessful as most of the populace 'went bush' and very Jew were
examined. During this patrol the following number of cases were Traaled
sucecessfully by the accompenying N.M.0. in conjunstion with the

census checks - at which there wus & 100% avtendarce in every case.

Yaws
Tropical Ulcer
Scabies
Gramuloma
Dysentexry
Bolls
Pneumonia
Saptic Sores
nea
Common Cold
requiring proionged trestment were s
iente were dispatu..
Balimo hospital.
Dibiri Pess
was gimilar to that in the
ponsivle for the majority of
deaths, 34 were alleged to have been caused
would also sesm to be rife here and
T.B.glands were sent %o Balime hospital.
o be afflicted with some mental disease

impression that at
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percentages, represen

approximations

Pumpkin
Coconut
Native cebb
Sweet pot

iLvens
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SORCERY IN T

The presence of sorcery in the Bayu and Dibviri Rivers

was brought tc light by tre authors interest in two carved wooden

erocodiles - one of sdvh was found in Mirua village wnd the other
at Bezio.After muck guestioning it was revealed that

wat : made for use ‘aibora' or crocodile Borcery which is
evidently atill sctised,thouh surreptitiously,ir these areas
Whils the auth waa supervising construction at the Aba Add

& nan from & Dibird village whose lege Lad been mauled by a
eroccdile wis brought in for tveatment.Though his wounds werc not
serious,the patient wae in & very depressed state being ~irmly
convinced he wu’s the victim of 'sibora' ecreery.

This type of sorcery is allegersly practised in the
following mamner. A wooden carving of erocodile ~ sbout twa fert
in lemgth - is firset made by the sorcerer w then obtains Jome
pud from tae footprint of his intonded vietiam.This ke takes to hiz
hxise ,places it in a bez and allows it o dry. Then when the tiwme
for (isposal of the viotim s emivent the mud in placed im the
south of the carviag ~Mich 1is placed in the water and secured (< the
bank by a shert line tied to its tail.The name of the victim is
thon uttered several times and the crocodile pcianted in the diraeti~)
where ue is likely to enter the water.It i1s left floutiag here for
five %o six daye. Oracodile fatalities are numerous enough ueve
for at loast one;¥zgzjm to be taken by chance and &0 booc. the
vrestige of that purticular sorcerer who quickly mahes his auccens

widely kaown.

CERSUS ANL SPATISTICS.

Of the three cersus divieione visitad,a decresse in
the sotal population was recerded in eech case.hs stated previously
this gl a direct resu.: of tne dyscastery outbreaks which ocous

wainly during tne 'wat'seasor each year.

Bram Dola
Tohal population 1936
" L '
Decrease in :i
Total ro. of deaths - 1 s f
RBstameed n~. deushs from dyrgentery -  i15. et
Nibiri Jasseg . B L
} Totol population 1 (corrected) - T97. T
. " ). :
Decrease in population - 18. |
» Yotal no. of deathe - 53 }
Estimated no. deaths from i) . <wtery - 0. AL }
Guum diver. :
1 Two villages,numely Binordi anc Airua wer: not i
KW Beoca the grand $o*~) for this Aleision has besn :
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pl of the Bamu ,Bibiri,and Gsma Rivers veing !
( ante ic tribes have »o history of iarl temure.Ro e,

A individual land ownership exists - all land being vested in the

t unity, wi ea village baving it recognised sago grouras. 5 R0
When the fathez a family dies,his pigs are ull killed ani{ e¢aten f2ls -
$ k the whole village at funera ast and unc# is little ‘, "
: < ay ng to be in i by his son. s
0% e P
. Singes i @ Are e towine in nature i
- 5
R A& hercoestal trives a.® 1o dr ing up occurs.iuey pe R 15
£ esen somewhat the corrobores of the Australian aheriginal in WL
£ o much a8 they sing and dance the actiong of,for exaarvle, 5048 ?
By satching & big fish,killing s pig or telling the storw of a long i 2
p ‘ cance journey mede by some forebears.The dance is general R
' by ssmeone parading a carved wooden objeet to hely B 45
112 2 the story. F xanmpl X one son dance 8
bing ti urney (  mer. and woman by from Wabade 3 -
nad 't Ay £ X 'L ’ m: i JO8 spoul ve i
t A~ ntAalx 16 wooder tues 2 male femele
ied u i nt t lancers..in another;a )
arving of a la fish - 8ix feet i ength - ie pulled P
n roLle jance deseribing it et
¢ [y :

k ying ar elling of childreq in the Cana River -

+ ' - < $ 3 b n1V4e @ % = el o
e ferye 3 n Mr.A.D.O.Wale e P« is actually an old marriage —_—

the W
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ZAX (Cont).

paid. The total amounts collected were :

BAMU DELTA - 2218.= 10 20

DIBIRI PASSAGE - 883 % 108

JTOTAL ~ &2 - 0-0
Unlesa these twe divioclons are re-opene. te limited recruiting the
people will find difficulty in paying future taxes as the aconomic
potential of the area is nmractically nil,

ZSCONOMIC POTENTIAL OF THE BAMC,DIBIRI AHD4GAIA RIVEM.

Owing t7 the extremely liwited acreage of arable land
in these divisions there ils 1littla foreseesble econcaic potential
offering.The ¢uly %twe ecash crops here are (&) sago -~ which after a
three day journey can be sold in smail quantities to tue Govermment
store at Balimo (b) copra - the sale of whioch is wade difficult dy
the absence of transport to Daru for long pericds of tims and the
limited quantitias which can be profuced *n most villzges.The
exceptions to this arc the villages of Maipani and Tirere which
between them ar s capatle o6f producing about twelve tons of copra per
goar.These villages,situaved on Dibiri Islan.,are a Xiwei speaking
people whose initiativ: places them on a scule far above the reat
of the Bamu .Taey have alrendy arvanged through the Kiwai Local
Council -« in which they wish %o e included - to have

constructed ia their village and have Degun replanting
& large scale

The new Tirere v..lage- ccomposed of twenily large kipa
type houses with adzed wooden floors,was built under supervision
of ex A.F.C. carpenters and could be held an arn example to any
village ir Papua.
MISSLO INFLTNCE.

The once ustrong influence of the Semu River Mission in
tue Delta azea would now apvear 4o have dwiadled to .naipnificance.
(nly one B.R.M. schoo'l at Torobina 1s 9till funetioning,vith an
irregular atteadaace of twenty pupils,in charge of a native teacher.
Both English and the local vermacular are taugh' here.

.ae ipflux of S~venth Day Adventist aalive teachers from

{erems which arrived in the Bamm Delta in 1955 amnd the corresponrding

evan tiec campaisn waged by them kas produced no results.All 8.D.A.
activi: in The are. .8 now conf .ned a schoo. and ckhuz_ h al Tirere,

whicr village they probabl; is the most _leasant,progressive

avd famitful in tae ares.Teachin t the sclool is done by & native
teack  in th Kiwai vernaculair.At Oropal and Firvpimu villsges,the

ich are ocnipied by native teachers

patrel was shown twe ewpty houses

I TR 46

for skori: intervals during the rose native® appe

iittle else than rquat in the village until recailed t¢ Ogabare for

furgker iraining.

Jﬂ T
%




& village

2) t¢ select

age group in th Bamu Delta.

The village couneiilors and elders wavs wholeheartedly

in favour of a achool in their area and promised their e
Support and co-operation if one
Regarding a s_.itable s “he best position would
on ground adjacent to the Aba aid Post near the village of Sisiame
Fo«.2, T is quite central to the popiuls o, particularly thowse
villages waich sept 1u 5 to Ba) chool 8 year and who
ould obvious ¢ cleu ne proposed new achool.
the following are the yumb e ck en ir R 1Z age group .
VILLAGE No.of i Ne,of GIRLS
SCGERI
KIRY

BIRA Fo.1
2TFA No.?2
FARIO




previous officers in

te. on this patrol must surzly bea

erritory,as regarde both the terral
’

ow mode of travel and the »athe:
atrol allowed the athor to sxperience
on induced by the comtirmaal presence of
which these people eke out their
existance. It cax ea”ily understood why every able bodled

men volunteered for recruitment before these aress Gere closed.
It is obvioue that the only means availakle for the
majerity of thease people %0 eara ax incrme iz by the sale of
their labour and ther»in,]l think,lies the only solution to an
otherwiso impossible procizm ir an impossible area. With many
of the former labour pocls of the Territory 'drying up' s Xkw
cusﬁprmpping gains momentum,the plantations of the Papuan coust
can siways be agsured of = constant supply of labour from this
area. Howev.r,strict supervieion will have t¢ be mairnivained to
gnure that certain unscrupalous recrulters do not over reeruit
the only tc¢n willing populatira aud cnce agsin wroak havoe in
village life
The tormer East Aramia Census Division comprising
the villages of Kebanl,Kenewa,Wai~,Saiwaei,Garm and Aragl has
now hesn included - witiy the excsptiom of Garu and Aragi ~ in the
Gogadala Local Government Council. Iv is therefore suggested
that in future Garu and Aragi be included in the Dibiri Cemwus
Divieion ay poth these villages wers originslly from that area.

e —————
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