
National Archr 1es & Pubfic Rec:>rds Services 
of P a, New Guinea 

19'62-196)3 

Filmed by/f'Jr the Nationat Archives of Parrua New Guinea 
Port Moresby 1995 

Sole Custodian: National Archives of Papua New Guinea 



 

 

Papua	New	Guinea	Patrol	Reports	
 

Digitized	version	made	available	by	

 

 

Copyright:	Government	of	Papua	New	Guinea.		This	digital	version	made	
under	a	license	granted	by	the	National	Archives	and	Public	Records	Services	
of	Papua	New	Guinea.			
	
Use:		This	digital	copy	of	the	work	is	intended	to	support	research,	teaching,	
and	private	study.			
	
Constraints:	 	 This	 work	 is	 protected	 by	 the	 U.S.	 Copyright	 Law	 (Title	 17,	
U.S.C.)	 and	 the	 laws	 of	 Papua	 New	 Guinea.	 	 Use	 of	 this	 work	 beyond	 that	
allowed	by	“fair	use”	requires	written	permission	of	the	National	Archives	of	
Papua	New	Guinea.		Responsibility	for	obtaining	permissions	and	any	use	and	
distribution	of	 this	work	 rests	 exclusively	with	 the	user	 and	not	 the	UC	San	
Diego	Library.		
	
Note	on	digitized	version:	A	microfiche	copy	of	these	reports	 is	held	at	the	
University	 of	 California,	 San	 Diego	 (Mandeville	 Special	 Collections	 Library,	
MSS	 0215).	 	 The	 digitized	 version	 presented	 here	 reflects	 the	 quality	 and	
contents	 of	 the	 microfiche.	 	 Problems	 which	 have	 been	 identified	 include	
misfiled	reports,	out‐of‐order	pages,	 illegible	text;	 these	problems	have	been	
rectified	whenever	possible.		The	original	reports	are	in	the	National	Archives	
of	Papua	New	Guinea	(Accession	no.	496).				
	























At YULABI, cleariac an area t~~ a reat hou••· Talked with t~e p•opld 
of tU• area . Solle appear ver"3 triencll7 and are lliq helper• i• 

ingiag i~ ti.8b9r for the reat hou.e; other• are quit inditt•reat, 
if ~•t .... t by tbe intruaion ot the petrel. Solle a~ the patrel 
aoal• -Ye out, IMlt till.a 1• nc.t the veiee o~ t~• majority. P.M. oat 
t~ rialt eenaia 1a .. ateau of OLOWABI, -d BOBUI acrou tile JIB 
creek •a.et t• eoa~ct et.Iler villager•. MaD7 ~Olleatead• re~rted la 
tht• ...... 

ea a lN't 1 
area. 



.l.rriYed at tb• ha..etea• of NllfIBI at lLJO; ao.we 20 people pre•ent 
Ud talked rith th• awlaih. Next h011.ea1~ead YAS(BI at 12.US and the 
a~xt DEGOllBI at l~.30. Tlaese kOll9ate ~. lie ~etw .. a tile BARAGUMI aad 
MIHAM feeder atre .... Croasad the MIHAH to GASDOBI, .-rri•iag 12.40. 
COatinaed to the aoath to a furtber h01119atead DUG\lM.lSUBI. Thie hoa•e 
reported to be the •11at westerly of the BIBUA.-GEJllll.SI people. ~ea 
tnrat•s to the eaat contacted the hf•ell~c .... of UIUKABI at 14.30, 
YAI.·IBI at lS.OO aJMl JJOBABI at us.10. Rei~urned to camp. 

:lt YULABI. Work on the reat bo"W1a coati.n 
c tr .. aa eaaterl~ Yill.age thi~ monaia 
... not witlloat cliaracter. P.M. f.tut to vi agea oil e aortll of tl~• 
Barae-1 Ri.Yer, WOILABI and BULOBI. Alao ri•ited DISUJUSANBI near 
oar camp. 

At YULABI. Work oa lhe reat hou•• c011pleted. S•lf ill with feYer 
aa4I r ... i••d ia callp. Payme t tor aa~e iala of the reat hotl8• ci•en • 

. t .t 10.00 t• villagoa between HARAGUMI d MIHAM riYer • !tie ti ·at, 
Sl'JJD!I, aiteated oae lleur fr,,. the re•t laoue. 'nle tr-'"'4 laere i• 
t.u-d tile larp c_._l laoue, and tlacre i• aa appare t iatl•••• 
•~ BIAllI. Riglat oataide th~ front entereace ... a new eo.rpae, ... the· 1.!11' 
aa beat it oald. 'Die corp•• waa laid on a pl ttona alMMrt al: feet 
ahY• tile cr-Ucl aacl ~.rtiolea of clothiag aDd 1»4traoaal ~\• ••r.• 
aupeaded frOll a croaa aearb7. Two other hamlet• W.lGOLUBI am 
DOGAGUM.A8UM are •itaated on opposite rid.gea. 'flleae peo•l• are alao 
bil~ GEBUSI-BIAMI, but predOllinatel7 ·GEBU8I. P.Nte.-.ed a ~tiler 
half llear'• walk to tile eut to anotlaei: homeateM, MUGUUJllJ. fti• 1• 
trae BUMI, a.I tb.e people were not confident of the patrel. Beaeatll 
tile h09•• uag two alaalla, said b7 t~e iat•i,r~ter to '8 troplai•• of 
1t'1'r. No we ou nn aeen i-ide th.e boue, wlaicll a,....S etn}lge. 
Ar.oUIMI tlli• lacmeatead are large trace• of ku.ai gr.... ~_... to 
c ... at 14.0Q. Later tb.c peopl fr tb• BIAMI h .. eat~ad Yi.91t9' 
bro .. llt ia natiYe R;rOGce tor le. Talked with tlaec turt~or u 
iaterpretation would allow. People deolia .. inYitation to retu~ to 
KON.ll> with the patrol. Gu.ard posted. 

!E!!_!!!~· 

Departed to the s& with a cuide from the BOB I h011eatead. Arrived at 
the MDLUI in one hour. River llooded due to toda7'• r in. A halt hou~ 
epeat locating a croaeing puint and getting stores aero A further 
hour to the SE to the ho• steads on the headwater• of the MIHAM. ~ 
tracka criaa-cro••ing now and the •guide* •oa• t contuaed. EYeatual.17 
contacted ao•e p~ople from DJROWABI hG11estead who agreed to take tbe 
patrol on. Crossed Che MOLI r.reek and paased hrough other gardena 
into the bu•h. 87 now it waa clear we were b n~ led away troa tile 
b •eeteada and apparently heading for the R TOUL. ReadYiaea the f:'lidea 
tha~ this wae not my intention and the patrol retcrned a~roae the MOLi. 
Guides resolved to the fact that the patrol would al ep in their area 
and the7 locate1 a suitable camp aite for ua near YA EBI village. OnlJ 
a little food brought in. Guard posted. 

!E!L!!!~· 
Earl7 moraia« Yiaitora into camp ~dvia•Jd a ahortage of natiY foods, 
n~ b•il~Dg .. teriala, and a recomaen4-.tion thai the }Mltrol •o•e on. Tia••• people, who live 12 mile• SE ol the patrol po1t, have not been 
Yieited II:' pat.role before, nor haYe ri.;it_....i the atation • .lbaolutely 



I 

n •teel tool.· are .,1,; nearb: !.A a tree ove~ t•·o feet is di-eter 
a.nd •·hich has itf' r'centl7 ee felled with , atone iapleaent.. eo)')le 
told i.hat ·t.he A iniat1-a1.ion i• n tb• NO area to stay, and rill 
stay, di .. is t ' thei• own inte'!r~•t• to c~-oper, te. Later a gro\;• 
of •an c .. e ~ ato c• p to cl ~ar an a~ea t r a r.~st ~o.u;e. Th••• people 
mad• it emphatic they wer~ all GEBUSI, aa a ugh it were a aia to be 
an7thi, ~ el e. Th•l' s ·y th~J' ve oa mo.~e tri fadl" terwe with the BI 11• 
these 7s th in the I>&.at. rrire :b•oAaJC·ation g1Yen. R..ai.1&ed ia 

-=~P dl d&1 .. 

out n ~t ol t~ cont1 c:t p ~ople the homeateaula t.~aa~ of YAWOBI at 
OS. • Firot cont cted ia I~TBI\ j t 'vo minutes pa.at YA•OBI. Dea 
through the bwth arcl n , ct't>8•~ t. M I stre_, u"l tllen ..allWd. fo 
an hour throup bush to OOIMOL.\81, ~ ... u hoae,.tea l• ated aear tile 
~TOUL, and the moat eaaterly oft ~ BI9UA-GEBUS·. P ople to the eaat 
and on the douta aide at t Le RF.N\"OOL ~~tendiag ~o BOSAVI reported to 

, ,. KltBASI, alien peo e ~peaking a d :~ ~rent lanpage. Returaed Gil 

the nor h eii~ of the MOLI strea~ to TI~ ~ -. at 12.00 and FIJCA~F oa 
the MlRAM Riv rat 12.45. Cro~ aed the river nd conta~t.ed the omelRead.i 
ot BOBOMASOM d DISOMI. Recrossed the MI .. a..,d r~turn d to calllp th:"eop 
KUGULUBI. Fl-a•e ot th re•t houae completed today; local people br~~ 
in thatching to roof and o~h~r material.a. 

I. Re~ained in camp to supervise work on t~• reat bou.e. 
Lcical people in with •or~ buildi g raate iale; better contact mad• 
with the• to~~ than previoualJ. P.M. forty pe~ple in witb treeb 
toods ~nj a pig wbi h wae p"1'chased for. steel. 

~e~!!-~~~· 
At YAV£.Bl. Rest houae completed. Talked with the peopl on tbeir 
relations with other groups, but being aubtle li~ and witb the 
di.f icult;y of interpretation it is di ficult to fora an acc·aate 
aaaesS11ent. It aeeas that the head over the door bel~nge4 to a KABASI 
man o the south side of the R&~TOUL, and that tbeae people dea't 
have much to do with the BIAML A "mall village BIBI~SU reported to 
be aoaewber~ to the south, but could not be located. About 50 people 

into cemp with food. 

~~-:! .. ~~1:~· 
Patrol packed. Departed for the RENTOUL at 08.20 on a track to the 
south. Arrived at a small homestead BGISUBI (population 5) on tbe 
RENTOUL At 11.10. The Rentcul bere a wide and .. ooth flowing river. 
No track leads doWD ·.;he Rentoul so r~turned to the main track at 12.JC. 
Cut. cur way throu!b the bush to a fr~•b track which leads SW from 
BOBABI. Arrived further downstream on the • TOUL at 14.30. Two ratt• 
were tied up on th~ far side but could not atir aDYone witn ahouta. 
'rhe BOBABI guide iAdicated a Tillage HUHWANADI lie• not too ~ar diatant 
on that side. Their villc3e was fol"Ulerly USAMl'I and a little down atreaa; 
some of the inhabitants were contacted by Mc:Bride in 1959. 

~~~!!-~~~~· 
POlice set to work-making a bamb~o raft to croas the RENTOl"L. This 
co pl.-t .. d at 09.00 ju.at as two ael\ cui down ou the other ai.de. The:r 
er rom the village NUii ANA8l and one agreed to lead the patrol 

back there. ~selL and three police crossed over the RF.NTOUL at 9.3~. 
I thi · this i• the first ~trol to cross G er ~incc C. Chaapion'• 
p trol of 19~9. T•o ours to the village 1 which is onlf a .....U.l one 
ruid pop-..lation probably doe• not ex•;eed 25. Pevple stated 
to be ALIBU the only boaeetead rithi-n- !llliles. Returned to c819 



COM•&•Ta ·-··-·--

Marriage tkeae day• aee .. 
excep-c wbe 
Nat aln,,~ • the eapt 



. · . 
• 

tile total popul4atioa. of tlai adlliaiatratiYe area - or at 1 ... t tile 
area exte iag :tr• tae ... -e .tde ol tile Btriotlaid te 
of U.e BOSAVI gJroape - i• eatU..t.ed at 4000 to 5000 • 
The s;roupa • • • • • • • • • • BIBCA - GEBUSI 500 

/nae C O )JN UN IT Y ........ \ ............. . 

SUP 1000 
DADA 
BUJll 
AL 
llB&BI 

apirita of th GEBUSI peo~le, 
s alopea of Mt. S!.s.&. 

" t ""'""'"" On tile fringe areaa the bouaea are fortified. Tile ent.ere ia narrow, 
a ut 2tt. x 3tt. and ftbove tbe gate•'7 are a •er •• •t altdinc ....,.. 
wlaic can uickl7 be dialodged to ~e~ eater-•o• to u.awelc... atrwlera. 
Around the outside of the houae the r>_ bbieh and ~owth n pr •lr; 
it atfords • •eaaare of proter.tion troa ~ walawfal aide enter.ace. 



The tietrib11 e.11 of hOll eteada an4 the c•••r•l • cial pa tera 1• 
cult 111' relliiliacent of the l:IUNGA ares.. It appeu-• tlaat 
bom .1tead "r cwnal ar "' i~ not a c.., •it• ole.-i (or 11 ..... ), IMtt 
a c .. bination of the repreaentatiYea of two or three cl ... (or liaeagea). 
the aaa total of eacla cl- (or lineage) ia tlleD contaia•d ia a aaillber 
of clitferent h01M•t•ada. clan.a are tot : ic, IMit like other aoe!eti•~ 
tb• aigaitisance of the t t i• mainly nominal. 

The egree of aocial coatact bet• en tile differe t belleateada 1• 
marginal. the impre .. ion giYea is that the aYerage per•on do•• not 
kDow the whereabouta of a homeatead •ore than th. ee hoar• a walk diatant. 
TJ:pioal ia the atat .. e t t ~ tile next Yillage ••••• '~•lo~ to tbe 
BIAKI', 'does not •Xi• •, 'ocated •il • •1M7' 'i• tile old Tillage 
• .it••, or • Ju•t a Yi lag d people cloa 't r.e l ly liYe there'. 

e that •- .-cple delipt in deliheratelJ' ai•lead.iq -cae 
patrol, ltut I think for moat of the people the7 are ho o•U7 coituaed 
- to tllei .. ceegraphical aitioa. ilao the Jaomeateada a.I c 1 
ho .. ea are .-bj et to ehaQe et location, •DCI -·· &ml aiaoe la••• 
pe ~ aad lar,ge ~ not great traYellor• they are ....i17 ae•ewbat 
be tie tiaea. " 



11 

The peeple lulve been deacribed .. nomadic b•~ · I feel their habi ta 
are 110re •ettl"4 than tbat IMllle would illpl7. '11leir ...,_nt and the 
.. v•eat ot tlleir ril.lage• · ia uaaally in 1•eaponae to the death of a 
villace elder, uacl the ait• cho••n tor the new vill ... ia ua 117 on 
aa adjacent iqe. il•o the !•cation of the preaent pepulation 
oerr _.po.._ to tile areaa of population indicated o , the Ialand 
EJEpleratioa plletepolegical aaJNS ot 1940 - now tweat7-three 7ear• 
old. 

~ ople are te a .. e extent committed to the .... area aince t~eir 
n'9ieteaoe • ia part baaed on ~!culture, and rith olll.7 ate•• ada•• 
tb.97 nre net i11eliaed te clear netr. area• uaJ.eaa it -• ahaolutel7 
... .-r7. ftat tlaere are trace• of kunai gr••• iHJ.ca~•• tlaat -
arc>a• .... be 1Mlrlle4 • t aad s--rdeaed coatinua117c• Ther ia little 

Dae apee4 et conatr11etion ot the houae i• ia4i~ativ ot the people'• 
.. era. I .. ve ••en houea nicb appeared deJ11&pidated, i.Jacomplete, 
aad deeerted. I tbo.aght tbia •caat aurely be the 9ld h•aa• • abalMloa •; 
but no, tills ta the ae• cOllllUIUll houae etili under coD8trac i••· 

fte buil ·ag -teriala consist of sapling•. goru pala, la 
tree ltark •ad aago pal• tu~chine. Very lhtle uae ia made tt h••Y7 
tillber 2a ao the life expectancy of the 4o...e ie rather liaited. 
0.teide the house a tew coconut• aay be planted. Howe••r, b7 tbe ti 
thftae t1-eea .. ture and produce the bowse baa uaually collapeed and 
tbe people moYed to another aite. On the other hand it -.o ld appear 
tlaat aoeeti•ee the7 later rebuild near these original ~oconut grovee. 

Tbe atroageat faaily relatioDA'hip ia between father and aon but the 
influence ot the paternal uncle is also i•}'Ortant. Alter about three 
years - during which the little boy ia •ostly in the charge of i• 
aether - he io taken into the confidence of the male adult• and 
bee ... • aecepted ae part ot that aociet7. Apart from the MER£l,SI 
iaitiatioa there appear• to be no regular puberty aecluaion and the 
70 ... er geaerMtio aix freely with tbei~ elder• tro• the beginning. 
Women and daught~~• £\ e coDBidered more the chAttles ot .an and are 
neYer g1Yen the IMdle aao1W.t of •ffection. 



• t 

. . 

Wile• aiater exc:!aimce i• 
•~coapauied •7 an ezc--....,. 
cuttinc lae ... , atriaga 
Mother-of-Pearl ~ell ( 
apecilleu la thia eatire cali 7) and pip er 
g ... tit7 and q11alit7 ot the itemg allow. .. .,....._. 
relatiolUlhip 1Mttweea tlM part7 .. ta. 

know. 

After decay, in the case ot a aociety leader, the skull ~ be 
re•oved and plac ~ on a raised tower wlaere, it lae c l , be .. al• 
obaerYe all thoee who ~ happen t• paas that way. 

Thi• akiall i• not 
entereace or be auapended 
ot war. 

..'-AT.- : : : ! : : : : : ---



'Ill• ~ple aebotrlftdp tlleir praeUce f. o-11-li• a. 
(wlliola indeed t c7 -t) bat olala t'.a•7 MY• Mt apai.H• 
tile lut two 7eara. ODJ.7 tlae peeple o• UNAWOBI reoomat•• s ... -. .... *"•! 
wit t • •DJO. 

of t•• BIAMI, t .. 1 
Yera= • Olal.7 a fft ... nre r.-•• at; tbe7 were •t. at 1 •,--··~-··· 
et tla patrel part7 _. iuide tile laoun tMr,e nre ao • !Id• 
cou d Jaaye heea bee-• (a) tile Yillqer• ~ Jmatl•, er ( ) 
tlle7 IMul MerYed our approach and llOYed oat te tbe 1Mau. Jn ut•l 
laet .... ret•n .. tlar•• .... , witla tlae:il ... pou, o-. ewt te ... t 
• olt aicle track. I tllink t etlaere ...-. aot far. awa:r. We aa.MN141 

i t there •• ae .. Iv alarll. Lai;er a r ef • 
tr.. a -•tftad riaited tlae patro~ t °'r .. e I .... 

---:::::::::-.. -



·. 

1be .. •pl• • ie..nt their cropa b7 the game of the clietrict, 
i• at 1 ... t laard to catcb. The7 &1-e both hantere and tra~r•, but 
thq M• to MY• .. re aucc ••with their tra~; th••• iaolacle •••• 

(a) Deep p tra .. , aMi•t fiYe feet ia oYal cli .. 11ter a9d g to t• 
t .. t .. .,. epeciticall7 fer pip but C ... owarJ' UYe al•o bffn o~t 
ia tlaeee trapa; 

(b) _Falling log trape, ~ t up tor pig• oYer a split •ago truilk wllicb 
ceaatitutea the bait; 

Por \Walla~, ,be peeple, ritb their dege, hunt aa a 
a • iataeto17 riclp ia aa ar .. kaowa te coa•ata ~· At a 

loeati•a re tit• r oeutri ta to tOl'll a aarr .. peeuge, ... 
nere tll ~ ~ .. • ei tiler id• i• tllicke•t, tlle7 btlilcl a og 
feaee; a 91iall ~ ... et •en bi • ~ehi thi• aad the reat ~t tile 
wi ll their ••P retrace tlleir. •t•P9 fer ., ... •aiataace, tbea f.'aa 
... • .... Year to eteer ~ p tow rda thi• conatrictioa. It the 
- u walla~, the ... . ._. •• ,, .• _. to bodily catch it a• it ariq• 
aor._ a i .. eectl• of tae feace. otheMJiae tbe7 take puraait with 
tla•i~ ... ttac ... ,.... ~ 



ft• next •t•p rill lte to baUCI barracb ~ th••• re•t IMnillha, ... to 
•t tracu wlaich c .... ct the llila et- naJ c .. ter.a. It i• mafortwte 

tlaat t~••• p~opl• Ila•• not worked for ateel, tor with • 17 ate ....... 
a t•• to.ahawka in their .-. .. aaio tile pregr't•• ia aot PUS to 

be rapid. 
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TERRITORY PAPUA o nd NEW GUINEA 

Port Moresby, 
November 27, 1963 • 

. iATIVE AFFAIRS Pf.TROL IN I~ MAD ~rvER AREA 

( S -~ temen~ by the Dirac.tor of x~ ti ve Ai.:I'air-s, 
Ar.. J. K. McCarthy) 

.. Nntive AffOirs p£itrcl led by P~trol Of , 
f:-..;,m the ~ or11~d P ~roJ. Post, ho:s confirrood e2rlior indic tiona 
th(~t co ·":ltry betvreen the Rentoul und Tomu Rivers in the Western 
Disti:-5.ct is very spn.r·soly popul ted. 

The Nomnd St()tion is one of' seve1•o l nevr F::ltrol Posts 
est[:blished over the post t wo years in ver isol.:lted or lightl 
po_ ulnted reg· ons of the Territo1y. The ostabliehr1ent of thes 
S .:.it ions ~s "Ori nging the lost r-emC.lining nistcred ore · 
~nder gcvcrnmont infl .~nee. 

The N . ad R:t vor area lie p:per Strickland 
and was first rossed b the c. Ct~mpion nd R. Turner 

patrol il; 1940, und vioite 'by the 1i'cBrido p2tro · in 959. oth 
pet~o1s -:rountl the count y between tho Rent oul :m Tonru Rivers 
very lightly populated, and cscc1·tn j nod thnt the ·,.,w s rni-n rted!c. 
people in the area pond most f their time in th'"' bush a....-my 
from th ir moin horn steods. 

During Mr .. Ho d • recent. 47-d&y p ... trol thor 
of up to soven doys trn cl wher! no o~Jul.'.l ti on and "'10 t ..... ·cos 
popul&tion wor sighted. On other· occnsions the bnrkin_1:1 0f o 
dog 1ndicotcd t nt peo:;li;. ~r0rc in t.he bush n~-.rby 9 -probnb 
w~1tching t11c pc..1trol, but no co 1tact could be r11CJ.d0 ith t cm. 
nT; tivc traclr..s could bo fomid jn much of' thl_; country end the 
·';Otrol h..:1d i~o hnck t, p ot~ thr1.:1v.gh th9 ~un5lc.. to fo11~1 its 
pi.or "\d routo. Occc1si0nc:illy .:m-0 o~ ... t ·ro _ oop1c Vit"-no righ ·od 
w1)r k._ ng in bush gardens 9 ouc C..i ppe ~roe: irnr.iodi n t(., l;r the;; ·sar, 
yntr·o1 Scvoral ol0. ond dcsor·~cd h r.wstc'"'as . na. ovorg!•own 
o.bond 'n :d food gardens rrcr · founcl where the peo lo had ot.-.ri ousl 
i;,ovod on i, o ov; c oimt:cy. This l ,). the usUB 1 "tir, \:; ·ice .::mon semi 
nomadic p..J · ~a who pro.cticc shiftinJ; .J?::r ic ·L1 Jt ·wo C\nu.. auld.om . 

main in [In ~rco c:lftc r coking o:ff onv ro·• frLm thci:C' food 
g:.lrdens. Scvcr•ol ro . h shelters usocl. ns h1~ t:. '-:g lodge~ \'Cr0 ~1lso 
seen by the p~trol. 

However 1n cou .. try dir,Jctlv south of the Homnd Post and 
botwc 1 the: Rcntn.t, ::rnd 'romu 1Uvurs the p .. ::tr: locotod lcrgc food 
g rdcnG \'!hero up to 100 acrc.:s of fore Qt hr1c1 t . .)cn f'c~tlod over o 
~tJrioa. of yc~1rs., New crops h[.1d bn ·11 plnntcd adjoining old 
.. 1b~rndoncd gc.rci0 ~ t ·. s tno st·~pl crop br;.'inJ b:Jn....11r-s ,-r ith sm~1 llcr 
sup~ lcr.ontnry n r - s of' tnro 9 c:d i 11., c~ nc gr s n nr other m: ti vu 
r;:r1 oons .i:1hu petrol o~cl it diff·icult \V01king through the gurclon 
lr rd ~h..; loctil prc.icticc L. to frJll Lh r;.. big -t.eouf:l ... rnr 1 fO the 

..1.. \._; O':l~- .fh3L)plc se1..'C in th is c:ir•1:.:[: wore two m . .;n '.vor.King 
,, ... ::.~t 0:f' lt.nu out t hey v:nisL.ec~. int·J ·~he nvcr,Jy bush rrhcr. T·1r. Ho_.d 
Elttmr-ptcd. ~v mLko riondly contrc·~ . ?rvscnts of trade goods were 
~~~t 2 L t~~ g~rQcno L~~0r in the patrol tITo wom~n ~ nd a m~n wore 
scor1 i.n another foocl_ gor>clon but they clso dtscppc ·. r~d bof'o.1. .. 0 
Ifr~ ~c. d. cov. l i talk ~o th0m Here again t r~d0 f,,oorts, El knifG 9 

co·G;-,u i.1 c-1. oth <::!nd mate J.r~ft r.lS iodic<-t ion of the .P'-1t.11 ol's 
:Lric nC:.J..:,r i ·1t o nt inns(' 

(Over) 
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In contr~st co thi '~ ·:: voicl;...nc ~- of tho p,1trol 9 good. 
rol~ti :-is WGrc cctnblis~1cd v ..... th ~i group cf' p.3oplc imncdi'' t ... l ;y 
south o:f the Nom:..1d Post \"here i-C is cs:,i11vtod thct :-'.1out iOO 
people l:.i.. VG in fir.1011 grcups Of f r or.1 Ci [ ht to t hL t~~ 1.. rev pJI'GOTI :u 

Kno:t ds ... ~ .. : t libu nd ;.obu cl ::-. us 9 t hese p(:O:Jlc 'rnro i rrnccl i .. ~ toly 
friornlJ..y co the p2-:~rol end no~ :1t .:- 11 s y. Mr. :io:ic1 .J ttributod 
this "- o their ontc:ct 'rith e notgh\Jouring gr oup, the Pore poo:) lO, 
who have been undur govl;-rnn'1Jnt ir .. .... lu .. L. ncc for sorr.u ti nx; . 

Fur"t;hor to the cost t :10 y,·:tro l p.~ csod through p ..... t of 
the country occu.pi ... . by t h\., 3 i<lmi p . ._;oplc vrho '."·re :- n~ + . lo 
McBrido pot:rol in 1959. This timu uli ; n the po 1 pJ ~ ot ove r 
then• ini i .... 11 f.nn~;iri81... 2· , SC\.Jing ChC p trol 9 thuj .!t..JJ.0 auit~ 
tricndly one ri[.!'f....CCl to sell tho p-:t ol n ·tivn foodstuffs. ~lso 
t _oy su.ggc stod t h:l t t h•? p ::: tr·ol spcnJ t hu night j_n the i11 n re,- 9 :Jnrl.. 
throe rcn v0luntowrcd t o gu. idc the p.Jrty ton suit :-:n lc, c 1!T1J.)8itc 
a"t one; of the 11· hmnlot a. J.~re Hood Rf~ id t ho Bi"t.niis v1oro v c ry 
hungry f'or stool axes .:rnd knives .s c.~ppc...::::1 ntl./ nunc h ... d r"\'"'chcd 
their. arc~ thr·ou.gh trr.1di t i onn 1 nc:. ti\ 0 b :idc r outcs. When o 
k..tifo end ot. er trt1do goods i:fOrc gh\m s :r-a;ymcnt for foo 9 two 
clon brothers immcd · t.oly \re ~locl cpd arr.mul c.1v ~r lJ oss osion 
of the knife. 

Mr. HLud snye that the fricrndly cont ..::ct vi i t 4 1 nc1 of the: 
BiDmi cl~ms !{OS perhnps th1..~ r1 v .. 1i.u,.. •., 1 ) Y'',sult o · the p::1trol, 
mid could lu<lCt ".o [;Ood :i. ·01 · ti th i'\ 0idni gr c-i.ipc ·;r:10 
prcvi ously uct i vc l • -i·o t>Oc1 L uJ p . ;- r> ]l \:. nt ry in-·~ o t ho ir ..:. .c o. 

Throu~: LOt,t r· rt;y h<1d to cnt 
thr1.1ugh he o.~y wllu •:npt :ro. rn~ c:~ ~ o 

this ·.vork by :n: k ins ct:nOC.3 e nc tr -:vc iJ.ir:r: rl )\.'1 c tr~t,cl of 
R "' ntoul R vc:- oll five of hu 11cwly ,iar).:. 0. , ntios c opsizoci t\/ico 
i rivor 2pid ~-J o .f'urthor cllmgcrous s.:::ctluns mJc1o it 'c ._, n hc.z ' I' ,JUG 

to pr·oct...od by '"'" noo 
9 

:rncl t l c P<-''T.rol continu0c, OV •..] J"lL;n c 9 cuttj_ng 
8 t ~cl~rncl ::..1 ·prov-isl1g ~J- · -Co ...,1·ossri1c...rG nn"' '"'tc.. 1p gorges. 



It is noted that you prop0oe to contact the Distri t 
Officer, Southern Highlands n· trict and have patrols conducted 
~ · mul tan ously fro Kut -.~'.! nd Noma 1 to meet on the ~Vase River. 

I agree with you that oth aerial survey and inter
District visi s a~e va uab e provided their purposes a e wel 
estabJished beforehand and su·t~bly planned in ~a~tice. 

to you. 
Cop· ~ o the exce~ ent , ap have alreadv been sent 



TERRITOF!Y OF PAr.lJA AND NEW GUINEA 

The D ri:: ctor·, 

D · s "'-~ ic t O!fi.ce, 
Wcn-'·er1 Di st.r et. , 
~~ 

/,, Rq;ly 
Please (}tlole 

Deps.rt..ivnt of :rat::vo , f' ~, •. i...rs , 
!Wi@OD;, 

' Attached is - r eport of tl:c ave '47· drq p 
t.-.R • .A:. ROAD, P.O. , c.ccompan.ted by a very good map. 
seen c report aB well set out. 

5. I leave tl.e :- ort t o 3peak for itsel.r - a f'iJ" · 1 

cl 9S i ob by m off cer of like "al~~ 

• • • a• •• • •••••••••••••••••••• • o••~• 

( I . '.A . IIO~!P~ } 
n· strict Officer. 
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C: ChCUIJ»iC\11 ud ~· Turner in 1940 ; 

McBri.de to the :8LUl1 in 1959. 
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Report ot a patrol to the TOMU Ri Yer, Weatern Papua. 

1. R A R R .l T I Y E 
•••••••••w••••••• 

Bidet> aacl Cbaapion clid •oat •t the ·xplerato17 werk ia Weatera Pa~; 
Hide• and 0 Malley aeroaa the weetel"ll plate · to tile Pa lip.J.u.18 
in 1933; I. e1a-.1on tr• the DMU to tile PURARI River a 113•; 
C. Cu.pion and R. Tarner to Mt. SIBA in 1940 aad Turner aloac *1l• 
T<MJ to the tr.lWO.t in tlaa -. 7ear. ,.... t tia• oa tile .. JNl.ati• 
between the RENTOVL aiacl Tc..u ha. not been petroll-4; l~ ... i .. tar 
r .. ovied from tile .. t&bliahecl eCatio ... to eftectiYelJ' •llf•rc• ~ 
•eaaure of control alid tbe .. jor pat la had aow been~ . _... 

In 1952 D. Wren eacorted a ~t7 of three acieatiata (aa4 tlle~r: 
-roua carri-.ra .• from Litke KUTOBV to the wateraheda ot the ·nm•IL 
a.ad TOMV. 'ftli• partJ' • rldng ea a geolosic&l U4 P•~•ical 
aarYeJ' for tlae Autralaaiaa Petrol•• C411!11NtV• ftea t e .. tNl ....... 
the But branch ef tbe Rl2ITOOL oae part,; -der r.r. RDaaell pl"ffeH 
bT ..... down 'tut ri v~r nilat a •e~oncl ~7 .... r Mr.. K. 1..i ... 11,... 
meYed-. t e T<l«J ayat and th•DC• by ..... t& tile Btrietl ... . 
Mr. Wren ret ed to Lake DJTU8U. Uatortu.atelJ' • laaYe re • 
of the geolesiata' i•preaaioae oa the Strictlaad triMltari~• 
people, and ao tor the backp-ouad to ~hi• area we _.t r.t • te 
Mr. Quuapion•a report . 

Apparently t • SUKI people fro• i.ke 
betweea t e two riYera •• priae ~ anct the7 weat OD the ec.,..l 
raida collecti ... botb heada ud new brides. ftea C~i• Yftt 
into the ar .. in 1940 he had with hill a •OllUl Iler t'ft .. ._..,_.. 
who laad been aDdueted tr011 the • area. It - the iDt•ti• iut 
b7 retdrniag the ...an to her r httnl huai..Gd trieD4lly e ntaet Wiel• 
be ude. Bowe•er, the people •ieeonatrued tut i1t~e:1tiea an4 iat~t 
the patrol •• s new attacking partJ'. 

Writing iD hi• joarual on t e 24th. J'ebruary, 1940, ~ oa Mid ·•·· 
"At aid-day about thirt7 anae.- ea c-e up to tile camp olearlng ... 
'tried to surround U$ a,. aipa · I told the• to r-ia in treat or•• 
would abt\)ot them and ~~ey otieyed. fte7 .. naced ua aad dr·"' .. BAUMU. 
Mr. Tarner nt out and contro~ted the• aakiac that they ,.t .... 
their bon and arrowa, and at the •-• 'ti•e placiag Ilia k .. tfle •• tile 
ground. Some of the natiYe& complied b t aoon picked th .. ap again. 
Mr. Turner held up the acre-ing BAIAMU a11d aaked one of tb ••• to 
come aad claill he~. <me dropped hi• arrowa, raa fo..-rd, grabbed 
the child ancl •ringing her oYer bi• ahoulder, turaed aDd r- dowa tb 
track through the bananaa. The native• wer• ext emely hoatile bat we 
were prepared tor any eventuality. The aituation waa •oat tftUI~ alMl 
l do not know ho• a tight .aa aYerted. Soon the •en began calling out 
two other n-e~ wia ·eh I t bink auet haYe been tho•• ot the tn women 
who were ki.a.led on the Stri~tland raid." 
Challpion deacribed these people aa tbe aoat arrogant nattvea he had 
eYer encountered. 

When the -ttor had been partially resolved Chaapic.; a.ud Turner _ 
penetrated to the northern plateau and contacted tor the firat tiae 
the people on the NOMAD River. They c-e back to the RENTOUL and 
then retunaed directl7 to their baae o~ the TOHU. 

{ nai t ·ae whel e Turner aad I were • aappointed in tile patrol becauae , 
had ,,. been able to gecure nati foods, I intended going soutb from 
the KARIUS Raage to the b~adwatere of ~he TOMU, in the hope of finding 
lar~r JMllations tllan we encountered in those ~ta which •• Yiaitectn 

Cha11pion wrote). 



• . 
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Prom their baae caap on the TOMU Ch-pion re1 .u~ed dir•ctl7 
via the Strictland W'llilat Turner continue tJe patrol up the TQMU 
HJ.Yer b7 canoe, and then by toot aero•~ the diYi e to tbe WAWOI Ri.Yer. 
In hie report TUrner llllkea reference to " c.ae suapeneion bridge'' 
and "large banaca garde .. 1• • Part of Turner' a d.iary reada • • .. • • • 

~'Pricby, Stb. A.Jlril . 1940 : Continued paddling tapatream at 6. 5~i a. m. 
in light raia. A.t 7. U5 paaeed a large banana garden o the soaaUaern 
bank. 'Jlah i• abown on 117 aerial -P· No aign of any natiYH. ,rea 
llinutea later ased the 110utb of a large stre .. , o 17 •ligbtl~ ... 11er 
than the TIOMU, coaing from the H.B. The uerial map •ho- a011e po~a
tion around its headwaters bu I mus~ k~ep to the Nain atre .. &ad go 
ae tar aa poaaible before the canoe• &all to piecea." 

)'1 patrol traveraed tbe h of this Main feeder atre .. ; we 
found tracka, old garde and d eerted tlouaea, but failed to contac1~ 
the popa.lati a. Fro• • ~BUSI people on th1 northern •ide of tke 
lmNTOUL · I rnder•t that the naae of thi11 group i• liBASI. However, 
tbe7 tbe11.1. _ •• e m.:r acknowledge~ different name. Further to the eaat 
are the SONIA eople (population 180) cenauaed and pa rolled troa 
Lake KUTUBU. It is re~o~ded in patrol aa one of the BC6A.VI groupa. 
)(J pa~rol alao viaited thia area but found that the population bad 
•igrated fro• their tonaer (1960) habitat ons. li'rOl't ltere we •YM to 
the ..in branch ot t e eaat TOUL and later rafted down that ri~•r 
to the .8li.'ft • 

. Coatained between the ~ ~ivers, the RENTOUL and TOMU (piu-allel 
atre ... of tile Striet ·~Bn : } &lre · tiree groups: 

ALitW, on the ~••t and touching the Stri t!and; 

illBE, apparently c~nfined to the ISHOM Riv r, and ie 
probabl~ the group which confronted Cb pion in 1940; 

KABASI , located on the feeder tream of the TOMV. 

'!be ALIBU and AEBE , although ~~r asing the .. elvea aa separate 
identitiea, are part ot the &altU culture and speak the same language 
aa the GEBUSI. Both groups are very small and would not at thie 
atage eatilaate the population of either at mnre than 100 each. 

l'he ALIBU were quite friendly to•ards the patrol and not at all ah,y. 
The intlue ce of t he PARE people se"".. to eme1·ge and in fact SOiie ot 
the people haYe worked on the west rn aide of the Strir.tl&11d at the 
DEBEPARE •i sion airstrip. 

WOUM0504 
SIUMOSOM 
Blt"LOBI 
GUBAMOSOM 
HUHWALUBI 

I list the homestead and pope ation (est i mate ) : 

8 
33 
13 
20 
25 

Esti•ate total 100 

There way be other illages down towards the junc ion of the TOMU 
and ~TRICTLAND; thi s patrol did no• p netrate 'that tar . However , r 
feel that., like the r e s t , population would b e very s parse. 

TWo rePt houaea were co i;l et~d in tb AI,IBU - oae at SI UY.OSOM on t J e 
RE.NTOOL (native name SIU ) Hiver, and the second at uu:1 ALUBI. The 
~amp on the RENTOUL hould be valuable for any cano work which is 
done on that Ri1"er. A !urth~r reet houee may be built at GUBAJ.1080 t 
ii the "puiation there is suffic iently subatantial. 
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Frmn UIBWALUBI the patrol planned to move outh to the 
Before proceeding there, how~vcr, 1 desired to contact 
and 1na.ke th'! intention of the patrol no-.m to them - and 
waB any reaction. I succeed "-'d in doing thii; ttrough a l ~a on at 
HUHWALUBI. Two inen from r ,•'.NI~11l village on t 1 ISHOM visi te() the 
patrol and agreed to ~e d u to the ri er. 

Unfortunately, however, t t was the fiir t nd last time I sa• any 
.uides. 'nlat night a to ahawk as ·to Jen from the c p and at the 

&aae tbu all the p11-~ple - including my b"lli.dea - van.ished like use 
translation out of Isaiah. I remained at HUH ALUBI for tour days to 
co•plete my rest house; I hoped ainly to regain contact with tne 
people. There •ere no reprisals for the theft and so, supriaingly, 
two days later the totnahawi. wa returned - tied to a cleft stick and 
left in th id le of th track leading down to the drinking water. 
Nevertheles they did nnt put their conf id nee back into us and in 
the end w~ !'loved oft alone, with"ut guide , to the south. 

The AEB~, although they appear as a small group, live in a co act 
co .. 1t11ity and a1·e pr aently located on th JSH l RiY r. They i'uild 
enormous gardens and I should aay u,at at least one I ha e aeen would 
cover perhaps 100 ac.rea. The tapl~ crop is of cour ~ nana, aoa tint 
aupple11 -nted by ta:-o, edii..>le pit pit, an' other greens. They live ve"J·"3 
much the sAJDe way aP: the GEBUSI and apart from lllin,,r differ.encea in 
houae deaign I could see no cle~r chane@. 

When the HUHWALU people left om apparently igrat d t~ the ISHOM 
a d ther~ miarepreeented our interestR~ 1he cloeeat 1 ever. ca.e to 
the A.EBE peo le was separated by !lJ.y and shortly these people alao 
deserted their ho•esteads. I " ft small pr nts (g n .rou, I thought.) 

hou e • Perhap£ t next patrol may iind eo-oper tive and 
people. 

I c •1'1 8Pe n<' point 1n sta3 in on t h4? t -Ho~ ( WP -er<d alr ady C('nau.ing 
our o auppli 11f rice) sc we commenc d cutiln.v, our tr ck to the 
sout : t~ tne TO~ ver. e could fi11d no tr c or the villnge lfIBI 
wnere Champion bad been confront•d by ho til nativ s. have concluded 
Ah t tho people have igrat to tl c north and re thoRe now locat 
on the I~HCM. 

~r the cext icven d~ys 
to th TOMU a d hen 
c e to t~e ma ·n f 
tr cks, lthou h 

Ot!ring th e nex fiv~ d 
de er ed hou8c - ev n a 
we did not actually find 
pr er l 11 v · n _ • From + i ~ 

by a dog ho•lin· or the ocr. 
tlie people. 

i'or he pr 
pC'npl . , 
influ_nc~. 

1race of popul~t · on. 1 e moved ~n 
cro jng th rive . When we 
ef rr d o found d finit 



side 
rd 

pop lati•t11 of his are· ) JOO. 
ac ., a d al l the old d td Jin s. 

d ao ~ 

. l 
r· to b 

'rhe re a 
116.,). 

J \td~ I cwd 
N' MAD 

apparently 
had he 
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difficult I 
o conh·o l and bring in sLore. With t.he approa.ebi roar of the next 

set of rapids everybody was really workin~ franticly. Ag . n no cargo 
was lost, excepting to~ a boot. (For th ~ext five dayo was found 
7alking in a andal. ) 

Viewing the further rapids ahead., o~ s ow progres to dat~, and t~e 
now appa~ent element of risk, · conclcded that we ehuuld b~st a on 
further ideas of rive!' travd and p·atrol by toot - again cutting our 
track where nece sary. Thi would uow take u• " ough the botto• part 
of the BIAMI, not originally pla ~t~d. HoweYer, · ~•• not undul,- ala ed 
~Y thi and aotlcipated no hostilit~ in view of SS' preyio .. coatact 
with the iringP. gr~>Up. IUNGA was contacted on the por.table aad adviaed 
of the change in plans. Th.:it night we :ude ea.Mt• the .North branch of 
"he n~TOUL. 

Th~ river was forded next morn~ng with~ t any difficulty. We climbed 
steeply out of the R~~TOUL Vall~y (~n co•paas bearing> nd in the 
afternoon eme:·ged r)ll tr" so (! cld Je8N•IUI and track.a of °'he BI.AMI. 
I knf.w we W'etre not. ~Ell way fr'A Sor" BI, where McBride \•£ eball .. ~~ 
in l959, but there •-<Q no t>Opulatir,11 ju•t her • We croaf. ed a ..all 
stream and made camp on ·.11 ~ far r ... i .e. he tI·aeke were now more 4efiute. 

The aext day we came to tho first o~ the BIA.MI vil age•. Wbea the 
had collected themselves afte~ the sudden ahoch ot our anal\Do--.e .. 
app arance they appeared quite friendly and agreed to aell U& eome 
fo ,.,d. Jn fact, pointin. ;/ to the sun (at 9 o'clock in the mcrniag) tlle7 
dUggested we should .pend the night there. I gaYe paymaat for the tood 
and a l tr de knife as a present. Th kn!te was i .. ediatel,- aaatebed. 
Two •e {I thin hey ere clan brothers) wrestled and argued over · t 
for fully a mi~ute befor . one finally wrested it away. I don't thimt 
I have ever :ileen people so hungry fo;- steel. 

Thre~ men agreed to guid the patrol on to the n~xt vi·~ · gc ABISIBI, 
wb re we camped for th" night. They also au :plied ua with tood and 
appea·ed to be rea on~bly frif dly. Hor.ever, we were very cauti wt 

throughout. Certainly I was mot a~ticular with steel and trad~ goodS. 
- ome Men in the most obvious \'fay et> i ved to ~ta in the steel axes 
from the pa , rol carriers. 

I a ked he vcople why t :1~y had , show~d fo~er hostility toward• the 
Governm nt. At fir they '-ere reluctant to state, a~yin~ it wa. not 
they and •t all happenel far away. Row ver, after some convincing they 
a&rE-ed thE'y had heard :,out ..:. t. They said that some ti e ago (in 19~ 
and a most certainly ~~1erring to the A.P.C. partyJ group of three 
Europeans and n\1merou carrier moved down the north side ~ the 
R~2JTOUL ~ S metime after they had cro1sed the North branch aOlle of the 
c rriers entered a garden, stol the harvest and otherwise destro7ed 
th cro~ . They lso found a wontan whom they :raped. 

The · nfonn nta aid the nid n~ot occour at SODUBI, but a 
cound l decided that the n pllrty would be led to that ~·ea 
an th re attacked. ~IcBride 's patr- in 1959 ~ s the next patrol. 
'I'hese people ( ny informant. ) have said that they a.re 1aot really 
fami ar wi tb the event. or the }>laces, and that they can now o ly 
recall certain elements of what oth rs had told them long ago. 
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Perhaps this contact wit the ~AJ.II (although not envJaaged when the 
patrol coa.nenc d} will prove to tie the aost Rignificant feature of 
the report. At least we are now in a position to in some way interpret 
the ,ause of tbe lat~nt hostility. The next patrol to the BLOII ahould 
be able to further ascertain th daeage caused by the KUT~ ·AN carrJe1s 
and amend relationship "that is, it the BIAMis ot SODOBI are prepared 
to recon ider their app.t'oach. 

Another point wortb bearing in .... d is that thr" ugh.()ut 1;.h s ar a t 
people are hungry for steel. In 1939 the ffWI I t~~~ the west aide 
the • t.rictl at tacked a patroi. tor at.eel. The p .:• ple on the ea•t 
•i e of the Strictlan<l are now at about the eaae atago of control 
aa the DISI wer at t t time. Wheth ,.., or no,,, ~ group wc;ul be 
prepar d to uae force t obt in • , d •'ould, I hould thia., de n.cl 
upon the vigil ce ot the otfic~~-in-ch.rge. 

After he patrol left the BlA)fI villages we entered he GEBUSI and 
)>f'.Seed through two communal areas to NOMI.a.. The GE I people .
th~!r b~bitatione were discu Ged in ")' last r por~. The rest heU9e 
at J'ABI and en the pourly defined walkint• track were certainl7 a 
welc change. 

·fbe patrol wae in the field for a total of 47 daya. There trere no 
in dent• of •iefortune but I am enerally sappointed at th ~11 

• • · • ~a~at · we had with tb population conta:i.ned on th4! TOMU iUYer and 
at tHe little intorsation I can presently contrih t~ for a littl~ 
known area. 

Ii-~± (a. A. Road) 
~trol Officer 
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2. PATROL l?IARY 
r-••-••------~~---• 

Patrol prepared. Objects of patrol e~lained to police wid carrier• ; 
inatruction.a relating to native property and at,it~de towarda native 
~ atoms cle 17 stated. Patrol departed at 14.30, following down e 

OM.AD River to th~ KUMU junction. River flooded and store• ferried 
aero a by canoe. C p set up o& the far side. 

Fro• 07.45 to 1·1 .30 the patroJ cut its~ •oath along ~he river, 
fima ly co•ing upon a aaall bou•e of the ALIBU led ()UM06(»C. Xot 
a great dis;aDce co ered today. bu:t th- h is fairly tbiQk ~ !atiea 
at WOU>I080lt ia only 8. Later n P. • a group of aen iD rith a helpt 
aupply ot tood !roa a vJllage on the RENI'OOL. 

Patro aoved south towards the OUL along a recognized ~d - ... 1 , 
but at leaat oaetbi recogniaab. ~ 
'ftlree homeateada are in • ta ea ~ populwtion ia probabl~ ab9at O. 
People ve~y frieedly and a1Jaiated t e patrol to clear aa area for e 

At SIUMOSOM. 4.9. ar·ea cl , tld. for a ·ree+. httuee 
.. terials brought in. Local people st helpful; re are few 
ot thea. One h~mestead repo~~ed ~o t . e south, which will be viaiteu. 

OM. Framework ot th~ rttst house coapletttd. Mr. Douglaa 
~onducted an aerial 8UX'Vey of thi• are• tocla1' but later reported 
that there ~· litt~e evidence of population. However, the aur ·~ 
did help to clarity th r,elation of other ho .. ~teada to IUXC6 ~ 
W 11 return tG the NOMAD to-morrow and take a traveroe down to 
it• junction th the TOUL. 

Work on the rest houae continuing. eturned to WOUMOS S down to 
the NC»iAD. One cassowary ahot but th wild fowl ia •ore elusive. 
Two viaitors into camp from GASDO.BI, a hos.este d I nave viaited in 
the GEBUSI • 

. 19th. --- ... ~----
At SIUMOSOA Visited gardens and homesteads <.f thiG rea, which 
include KUGUDOBI, MINIBI , and KI<'iOLOOH • est hott e completed. 
Aft~rnoon observed Sunda~. 

ent b ek to Of. D •tation tu pick p stores 
~•turn to here to-morr~w. Otb.r half of the patrol party 

croeeed ~he TOUL River nd pro ~ d d to the south west. After 
thr•e hour• of easy walking we arrlv~d t a deserted garden house. 
Bene th tho raieed floor was a shallow grave - burial below the hotttte 
ia a departure from the GEBUSI practice. 
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Walked for another ho1,1r to the west and arrived at the ho e teftd 
BULOBI. Population 10 cnly, not at all shy and very friendly. One 
other homestead reported tc, be on the Strictland. I have a1re dy een 
twc people from thia pl ce, GUBAMOSu~. Caalp at BULOBI. 

~ Re~uroed with 1iJY patrol to SIUMOSO! in five hours. The land is flat 
and under the prevailing dry conditions walk'ng is trangcly ple sant. 
A furth~1· hour spent ferrying stores acros the REN OUL to the re.et 
houae; at the at•e time carrier-=- from NOMAD reported in wi h all stores. 
Basic stores sent across the Rr:NT UL ready tor to-morrow's journey aoutb. 

'1ellainder of stores #err~ed across the riv r and patrol s t out with 
suidea eaat and out fol owing th ~ NTO 'L t o omel:itead HUH ALUBI. 
Track is p .>rly coneeivldd but walking i gain eaay; ti111e three hours 
approximately. This is my second visit here nd veopl 
little more positive. Women, ho . ver, re till rem ·nin 
IJa"'kground. 

Ten carriers back to SIUMOSCJM to relay tie reminder ot 
Native runner sent through to the first AEOB v'lla e to 
move•ents. Other carriers o work clearing the ea p ar 
into ~amp by 3 p.m. Village people in from e!.; they ap > 

and agree to lead tht' pat ol on. 'fhey stat a so that th 
a friendly group. 

A tomahawk was stolen from the camp dtring th 
all the peopl have va 'sh d ike that in o e 
Isaiah. "\Y ~uides have ~ o gone. Vi ited di 
find pe ple; nll we found r the truck~ and 
ba boo torch a. Gue'd p sted forth 

ty at 7.3 o locate the ro d to the EBE and 
ake friendly contact •it the t fore the wbol patr 1 

moves in, hree sm• t 13.10 ea e to a 

to 

tr endou& cle ring - an intQ a ne garden containin 
banana~, ugar can~ , ·nd ~ e~ t 100 acr s of tre s 
b&ve bee fe le .. l. Progre s through t e gard nd specially t e old 
garJ.en - is extremely unco fortabl~ bee use of trc thick entanglement 
of tree~that have b~en felled over the initial planting. Ye could not 
find the new v:ill "e; all the different track::; thro h tbe garden 
were rather confusing. ~ometi e after ?p.m. two m n working 
a garden. ie called ut to them but h y hortl • eii. le vin 
their pos~ s ions nd . I l f them pr 0 sent of a <l hoe they 
will accept our token of f 1 nd i . 1 _tur ed 

t~l-~2!~. 
a rpg t ouse . 

no people een. h ha ching will he 
taken fro the n . t w daye • 

th J :R ·~ rior 

to 01 r he e . 
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P·' . Som timP fter h wat e r party 
tolen tomaha k, (,UJld into a clef\. 

of the ti·ack.. 

nt 
+,ick, 

own to the stream the 
as left 'n th~ iddle 

At IV '1. ork continuing on th r t hous • 'wo visitors into 
ea. p today. hey come from th IBUA - GJ."".BUS on the north . ide of the 
R · TOUL. I pro i ed them a knife if tl&ey coul .make contact ~i th the 
HUHWAl.UBI, or faihng th·s, if they would accompany he patrol down 
to tne A F.. They aid they would r turn to-.. orrow. 

At HUHWALUBf. ork on th rest house continued. Labour out for 
thatchin~. One casso ary shot and 22 r· h r~lled fro th R TOUL 
No contact de with th . people nd no visitor into cal4p. 

Cleaned up the camp 
hopi1 .. g that some 
off to the ~outh followin 
4.30 p.m. sti 1 about on 
~ oeed f in ~1 numler af 
hospitable et. 

e p trol. aite until 12.30 
come ~n, but nothin eventuated. Moved 

ack taken la t Sat~rday. Camped at 
hour _rom the garde s. The +iral;k h..td been 
places, • ~eh did no . seem to be a very 

Still r Jning at moved off. Arrived in the old garden 
area at 8. :10 and orl . d our way through it. No sign of l · te 
her ~ . Cro sed a r . 30 r i.ch I take to be the he•d o t e 

"HO River. Anot1e gard n area found t 10.00 but still riO hou11Je. 
At 10. 30 fow· people fr~">Cl tl ;; USI arrived on thu end of 
the line~ They are not well f iliar ~ . . h this area bu.t it is good 
to 'ave som one it us wno is ore flwent in the languag~. five en 
~een bu't they wouJ. not appro eh the patrol. Anoth r •an seen but 
fled. Two women also fled. Two largt houses fotmd at 12.00. L rt a 
knife , some r ~ calico nd atches s present outside. CB19p aade 
in th~ garden at 13.00. Out in J.m. alon different trac a; however, 
we could not eontcct ny one nd no pc son approach d the camp. 

Camp N • INBI. Guard post r\. 

at 8. 00; J doubt hat e :-, ould raak . (; ntact s the peo_ill~ 
1 ave ruoved out, and our ratio are di ini hing fast enough. Detertfjined 
a tr cl to the west hi h p~tered out ufter one hour, h n cut our own 
track to the £.;outh. ro~se<l " o all er eks a thr e &m 11 sago 
swamp . o tr cks lead into or ot.i ot these wamps. Cnmp made at 
14.00 and com! need king ago. 

Juue lst . 

Palir.e and 
that. · e s 

hE: they 
find 

June 2nd. 

oago ~11 Lnrr"ers ported 
but they fled 

l.lr but conld 

Uepart d at 7.30 cuttjn ~ t~ack t the south. Crossed a fairly large 
stro at 11.00 - enters the trictl nd. . lade camp t Hi.30, ha~ing 
made abQut si- cilea today . o sign of any populatiGn around here. 
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June 3rd. 

Away at 7.30 again, to tne south east. Cutting thff tr ck seems to 
ho getting more difficult. Reached the TOMU River at 10.10 and th 
travelled upstream to the north looking tor a suitable crossing 
pl ce. To-m~rrow we will cut ~ traverse e&Et and recross the river 
on Wednesd~y. This will save a day's journ~Y, !ollowing it to the 
north. Ca;-mp e t bliahed at 12.30 and ai:: rnoon spent to .ak.Jng a 
raft. NOMAD contacted on the portable A 510 set. 

June 4th. 

Cargo ferried across the ~iver in two trip and commencGd cuttin~ a 
tracl to the east at 10 00. A num~ r of small feeder streama crossed. 
No native rncks and no eig s of populat·o • Camp m de at 16.00. 

Still raining when we continued cutting east at 9.00. More feeder 
strealDS cro ed, and thi with ~he .rain is not altog ther pleasant. 
Reac ed the TOMU again at l .00. Niver very wotlen. ~~p est bliahed 
on a hixh ~litf abo e the Calnp 7. 

ver s ollen this mornin . Police s i to work making a 
he croa · ing e mraencPd at noon; river has ,'low dropped a o ix 

feet. All the ~arg~ afely across "by 12. 30. ri•hen atart"'d out o the 
east, cu~tin~ our trar.k, now north sida of the TO • Ca11p Eaac at 4p. 
Nearby are two old shelters - probably 1i:·e hunting 101 ges of the 
KAHASI o .no ever it is that roams this area. No s.ign of AIIY tracl-a. 

J 7tb • ...... ~-.---- .. 
Away at 7.15, cuttiug our track. F\'rth r rain 
and clotbin a.re guing mouldy wi tb this inc~s ant wet weather. ~ 
small feeder streams crossed; their flo i to the south to the TOMU. 
A 11 wallaby shot and al o two birds. Two 
but still no tracl Camp made at n. m. 

On again t 7.00. Cro ed a relativ ly 1 ~e stream at 10.00 and 
after this the walkin. became a little ea i r. An hour later we c e 
on to a ative track, the fir t e have seen in seven days. Followed 
this o the south and arrived he lar. e fee er stream ot the TOMU. 
The track appears to ford th s lost in scrvb .. 

: will make camp here and i vistig1te the country bet een ttis treua 
and the TOMU to-morro . O. 

June 9th. 

Carrier ma ing ago. crossed the r:ver and 
de ermi~ed a track ~o 11 stream at 
l.00 an then entered jito n enormou re, •ow deprivP 

of all prod1ce and reverting to econtlary he ~arden xtends 
to th<! TOM and is tb ame rea herein Turner located a village .in 
1940. However, there i no concentrati f population ere now; the 
people cculd M·.,.e me d further to the a t ur across the r · ver. e 
found one ~ld house, different ·n desi to ti G BUI. Th~ who e 
floor i raised on a tree stUiltp and upp9rted b spindly poles. Acces 

provided by a iagle pole "th notche for step 

This afternoon from tho camp we heard vL.lage <1.o 
ed. 
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J\llle lOth • ... ..,_ .. ____ __ 

Away at 7.30 follo'ftng our track to the eaot. SOiie •i~ of recent 
traffic, but probably only two or thr6e people. Cclae upon further 
sago stand at 11.00 and fro• her a 11 bt•t fairly lev l plateau. 
At 12.00 w found an old garden and later three old (and now abandoned 
houaea. Still no population. At 13.30 r ached the edge of the plateaa 
and had ~ clear Yiew of BOSAVI twenty miles a._,.; alao a clear Y 
of the uninapirin Gr at Papuan Plateau. Camp ... de here. It i~ 
in:tereating to no e that we fowid the •sugar t~~ ~naa here, 
that theae tracks •ho that the people have steel toole. ea.p 11. 

June llth. 

Camp broken at 7 20. Some trouble locating a track but eYentually 
de ided on a direction to the north. Descended to a atr ... flow:!ng 
into t~e main tribut~y of the TOMU. '.rhen t thar con~ on Wit~ 
track.a 8GIH two l•oura loat. Finally gained acceaa to a ridp 
runnin.g to the north and followed this. An old village site wa• fowid 
and ne•rhy •es a large grove of the red Pandanua. Aleo thia track 
b~c .. c a 11 def ned pad with obvioua recent tr&fti~. At 15.00 we 
located new tiouse still under con11truction - but 09 sign of aaq 
~eople. Jett a ... 11 knifn and .. tchea tor the own rs; perbapa 
l ter they. may be c~irteoue and be our · guide3. Although we are aovi 
further to the north houae deaign ia still different from the GKBUSI. 

· Mede c-p at 16.00. 

Junie Uth. 

MoYed on at 7~30. Today we followed a native trac~ hroughout, 
well dcfi ed but in some placP.:s a parent :,; little • • Oo• ol 
corwqnal hou~e -lowid and two gat· en ahel tera. Four bundle• of tutoJaig 
seen by the track so apparently a new dwelling is under con•t~ctioa 
somewhere. However, again • tailed to locate the opulatioa. A au11ber 
of ... ller tracks lead off this ridge and at tha day's end I've COiie 

to the co clusio~ t~at aomc people probably live in the depr - 1en oa 
our north. ~ aade at .,.oo when our track started •o becoaa :>be ure. 

Camp l3 t 

track to ~he NE and moved oft along thi• •t 7.30. 
Roug~ly, it !onas the ..a~n divide ot the TOMU and RE1JTOUL RiYe·ra .. 
Track deterjorated as we progresRed, but it indic te a trade route 
·~o the BOSAVI people. Calfte to a sa~o swutp at 11.00 and camped here. 
S.go, ho•ever, was not satisfactory tre~e have high water content. 

;rune l4th. _____ .... _,.._ 

D~pa.rted at 7.00 h~ading N . We are i1 cutting our Otill t~ack. 

At 10.30 e came to & econd large age• r: · ~ and at 11.00 decided 
to uta.Liz this produce to 1•,.:r advantage. Camp made. Imn, tigati 
the ,ountry furt~~r to the orth I found bush bou11e, p obably 
!odg~ u ed by so e of th Jl >SAVI people wbe-n they make t ei" 

Carttp 15 

A! 1 the carriers nty : u tes 
away and lef~ enerou ent for the 1ago w ar pr,epAriL~· 

To-•orrow we will explore e country to the east. A hu&e pig ehot 
tod ~ - I think 1t Nly hav . won a prize at the Hagen sho • 



13 

June l6th. 

All the carriers making sago. Morning out along track• t" tbo eaat 
which tllen appear to turn aouth and d~t•riorate. Onl,y two old gardena 

d bU8h sh~ltere found; the relativeJy new lodge near our eaap aeems 
eut <'I plaee. ifo sign of ·Y other , track• which indicates that the 
Lake ubu µa~rol did not ,~netrate t ia far thi• til\e. It .. .., alao 
indicate th~t the BANISA people -have •ig~ated to the e&at. p.m. Started 
cttti a track to the north, returning at 18.00. 

June 17th. 

Culp broken an4 •ov~d oft a t 7. ·o; c .. e to the end of our trac at 
8.30 and continued cutting . Croaaed a etr~ and at 12.00 came to 
the-head of •ridge overlookin« the ~ASO creek and alao the Rl1NTOUL 

-Valle,y. The country here 14~ particularly uninvitiQg aDd after 
- aOlie thoaght I d~cided ~o return to -the •outh and then cut west. 

CaGap made on a stream. - Camp 16. 

J· e !8th. --.... ~-~~-
MoYed o fat 7.30 agaln - still raining. Continued to cut our track 
to the ... t. Croseed on~ ere k but aoetlT the eountry i• slightl7 
dieected with few_ water coureee. ea.p -.. de a~ 14.00. One oft e 
carriers spiked hi• foot badly today and 11Ua1t be carried. oatiaued 
to _trt t track to tho NW until 17.30 ~nd ea returned t c~. 

Cup 17. 

MoYed cff at 7.30 and c to t e end of our track at 8. 30 . One o d 
hunting lodge found but ro sign ot any per11Anent reaide ce, nor who 
-e where thtte'9 peo . e may be. C9nt inued cut ting NE and caae do1m 

t6eply to a t ed•r atre .. of the RE!iTOUL. Set in a ~rge I luld 
mistaken this for th• RENTOUL v 11 y. 'tried to follow it doWl"etre .. 
bat it becaae impoasib e for the c..rriers who found it Yery difficult 
tc ·ee~ their oting on the slipp r~ riYer grayel. Clillbed to th 
north out or+ e 1org• ~ad descended again to the~. Rivar 11aa 
found t.o be ••ooth tlow:i.n« !>ut with a atrol\g currunt. We aball bulld 
••• r·aft• herfl! and proceed doWTa stream. - Camp 18. 

June 20th. -· 
----~--.----
River cilrr-=tnt j.a stronger to~~. Three ·trees felled •nd a a tart ade

n cutti11t the canoes. The c~untry to the north ia still coYered by 
- -·photo •o~'.lic but -appears C'-*pletely uninhabi.ted. On t -1ia •ide there 

is a ll det!n d traek (cut with et6el toola) but vaniahe~ P~ 
mysteri6u 17 as it starts. Jt is about one ye~r old. Hunting parties 
returned •ith ea sowary and pig. 

June 2lst. 

Wor ing on th~ canoes · five are now under construction . Fair progress 
made, although thd wet weather certainly doesn't help . No sign ot any 
sago in this area and htmtine pa.rtiee ere unsuccessful today. 

June 22r.d • ...... --.... --
The ti \'~ canoes co•pleted and launched in tbe afternoon . Quite a 
good job done b~ all. Some ot the country on ~he north side of the 
RENTOUL investigated but appeara devoid of population . 
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June 23rd • ..... _______ .. 
H avy rain all through the night; thi• •oraing the riYer i• a raiiac 
tGrrent •ad all thoa.iht of d•partiag toclaT are ... abandoa ... _Partiea 
aent out to look tor sago trees; tae7 all returaed with t~e .... -
negative report. This country ie certainly not hoapitable. 

June 24th • ...... --------
'!be RENTOUL haa dropped. Patrol load~d on to iwo do11ble canoe• aJMI a 
lilmaller •c~ut canoe sent ahead. All went well at firat but two ail•• 
down •tre- we atarted to experience aoae daagerou rapiu. Tile ~ .. 
were warped around the rock bsr• and we ••t off ~n al•ac tu awlft 
flowing but relativel7 calm reach••· At 10.00 "7 caaoe ~ t ... ief 
running into a aeco d eurr nt and 1a the cllony awell •• wr• ..tftl~ -
aumerced. However, •• maaaged to t1tke the cane• ia allor.t aad. r 
all thl! cargo. After that •• had the veate•t reapect for e•- Ul• 
•oat innocent looking rapids; 7et thia 414 not aaYe ua f..-.. a re ... ~ 
perfo..-nce at 11.30. Again p -sect to pall the cuoe I awe ..._ 
aaYe the cargo (which waa well aad truel7 4-p Q' now). All n 1 .. t · 
waa one of ~ boota ar.d confidence in farther canoe traYel. Yi .. ~• 
the turther ra~ida ahead - wbich were reall7 daag•roua - I co.l• ••• 
little elee to do !>ut ab&Ddon canoe• and proceed o toot. ~lllfGl tllea 
contachd on the 510 portal»le .ad told that ft n•ld BOW be p.-.. •ti• 
tlaro · eh the t a ot the DIANI and 1.tght re~re •a air drop er ... pli 
A:. 1 • • oo we co-enced cutting our track to the ... t. and reaelaed tile 

"> : th Br-ch ot the P..EHTOUL at 1?. 30. CaMp -de. 

TraY lled up atre- on t llle Horth Branch till we c ... to an i 1.-..a aill·
atre ... We were ble to t~rd thie frOll our aid and froa the other 
aide •• !elled tree bridging the gap. AH acroee by 12.00. Tbea .. 
cli•bed eteeply out of the RINTOUL eyat... For ~ome tiae we ,.t e11r 
tracks b tore emerging on to &Olle old tracks of the BI.AMI. SOOUBI, wher• 
~k!Dride waa eh lleDiged in 1959, 1• not far awa,r; hotrever, in tliia are. 
th•~• are only old 1rardens aod the people ve appar~rtl7 111grated. 
~P made at 17.00. 

June 26th. 
--~---.. ---
On again at 7. 00, nc,w travell ng to the weat. irat of the BllMI 
Yillagers contacted at 9 . 10. I take it to be K'.ANDOBILI .. thi• .. s 
the Mean of aeveral names given. People appe ~ed friendly after the 
initial ahock of ow· intrusion. A little food purchaaed. l'iaree Jlfen 
agreed .c. guide th~ patrol on to the GEBUSI. C oeaed the RllU.Qm,%! ,, 
(tributary of the NCIMAD) at 10.30 and cli•bed over a poo~ track to 
tb~ next village ABISIBI. Decided to camp ere. NOMAD ~tation contacted 
on the portable and told that a supply drop would nol now be required. 

June 27th. 

Departed at 7.20 heatli~g to the west over a reae~nab traCk. ~~ aed 
a hou e and a bag of bones (hum n - probably uEBUSI J; then we took a 
devious route through th~ bu h to th e HARAGUMI River. This, the guides 
insisted , was the bee t and hor tc t way. Then north again and weatt 
entering some kunai .Patche t 12.00. EDEMI and MUGULUBI villages 
cou~d be se e1 i n t h dis t anc, ; he e I have visited. Arrived at 
SISOBI at 13.00 and proceed d dowr to FABI , the first hamlet of the 
GEBfTSI and a res t house . Arr ived a-& 14.00. Sufficient native foods 
~ou~ht in a nd a p i g urc hAsed. 
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June 28th. ----.. ---~--
Departed for N at 7.20. Crossed the KUMU IUver at 9.00 and arrived 
at SIRIGUBI village at ll.00. A nuaber of coconuts purchased here for 
a thlr ty patrol. Talked with the people for so•e time. One of my 
prospective interpreters has now flatly refused th i>oeition because 
(a) he must attend to the coconuts and (b) the pi s. No urtber work 
has been done on the track down to the station: their burst o! energy 
wa8 surely short lived. Arrived at NOMAD at 14.30. 

Patrol stood down. 

mm or PATROL DIARY 
•••eft•••••••••••••••••••• 

---::::::::::::::---

3. CONCLUSION: 

The people •ho live between the TOMU and H OUI Rivers are ~ot aa 
nw..erous as I had originally enviaaged and further patrolling into 
this area will be c~nsidered · ly after a meas~re of co olidation 
ha~ be~n acaa.a.e.-ed the ntaerically large1f'" groups SUPEI - DADA; 
BIBUA .. GEBUSI; n ~ the BIAftII. Both the ALlBU aud AEBE groupa speak 
th~ •''-"e language ~• the GEBUSI and so ~here tnese peopl fringe n 
t:b ... t~ ~TOOL (at HUH\ ALUBI IUld SIID10SOM} they may be vieited in co~juncti 
wi t'J other GEBUSI village . Th AEBE on the ISHOM iver may be patrolled 
aft~r, a c~ntact is established through the HUHWAI.UBI eople. For the 
KABASI. they will have to wait. 

Since the BOSAVI people have just beea patrolled I imagine so ~ ti~e 
will r.ow lapse before they arc ag in visited. However, when the nerl 
petrol (Lake ~utubu) coe• set out in thi~ direction think it would 
b~ deair~ble to hav a NOMAD patrol meet them GD the weatern extr aity 
- L ~. acar the WASO Hi ver. From thes people, and esp eially the S~IA 
people\ information or guides may be found to lead the patrol succeasfull 
into the TOMU population. I do not consider we are presen~ly in 
position to patrol the BO.SAVI people. 

For the next six months we will be cone ntratin on tb ioups to the 
ea t and west of NO D. YCiu mav ha ~e he r<l th t thP, TJucvangeli ed 
Fields Mission has nGr1 entered he SUP~I and th ir plan11 include Uie 
construction o: a i sion airstt'ip 3 - 4 hour ,,ut fro tbi station. 
As this area has not been r~ally patroll~d sA ce cBride's patrol of 
1959 I wa particularly anxious to con olidate the ·nflu nee of the 
Goverl"..ment there. Mr. Dougl.a and myself e out o:i patrol e rly Pext 
week; Mr. J1ougl-.is will re in in th SUP .I for up t two rr.r.nth worl .. ing 
on rPst hou ea and wulkjng tracks. I will be repa riating thP. a·rstrip 
labour to KIUNGA and then plan to join .. • Dougl hen T am ati fj ed 
with the situat'on in thP. UPU c ll mo·c into th D rs. 

rl 
Patrol 








