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23 July, 19$5. 
41, ueen• oad, 

c ond, SUI'1"JJY. 
~ • ~ t 

' \·l 

~~ar Professor hlller, 

wrlt..i.n to you about the step to taken to follO"~ up tM state
ment of T ich you e~ cne o t si atorie • This state nt ca d for t.h 
summonin an international c4ent1 ic congre s or ililich tile purpose shall 
be to pronounce on pro :>able effect of a large- scale nucle r w r . Such a 
congress, s envisage it, would not o into the que tion o how ar is to be 

avoided inc this i po~itical tt r in whicb sci nti ts, a uc , have no 
special c tence . hat it should do (so at 1 ast I think) i to ronou 
utbor'tatively me clearl: on the disasters to be expected, and thereby to 

give a li ba s t pposition to r o t part o1 pu lie opinion nd 

ovemr,;ent .. 

The or iz tion of such a congr · ss 1 cntaU rk 

and it is not to be hoped that the cor resECan meet !Jefore next is 
clear that :i r it · to b€ effective there must b no obviou preJPOtldo 
either of Com unists or of anti-Communist • It should have th 

ity that belon .s to diplomatic eonferer1cos. It has see d to 
have to two branchesin the org nizers of uch congress: e on branch 

ing organized b.Y Communists and the other by those whose sympath 
e tern. I hav talked tbis over with Dr. urhop, who represent 

of Joliot-CUrie, md he thinks that so such rr ent auld aceeot.a 
on the Communist side . 'f1l purpo e in \'llriti.ng to you is to find out ~t you 
think should be done in A rica and also in ·estern urope to o ise ci nti t 
of We tem outl ok . There are, for example, the cientists (main.cy n) w o 

1 ed t he l'eC' nt If·anife to inat ~n-ated by ahn and om. I not y lf 
per nally cqu r.t.ed with ::.any of t.he ost i.mport.ant en of scien in rica 
and I e mot myself do the spade-work ich 'lldll be necessar1 in . rice . Some 
of my !forts to get in touch with . uch n hav mi carried 1 for x le, I 
ent the recently pu lished statement twice to Compton but I do no liev 

that be received eit.h r copy, which I regret as r had hoped that waul 
a signato • 

It ill r..ecer;sary that so. on , preferably an 1 :t rican o · 
sci ntifie ine ce, should take the first tep to s t.he necos ry or-
ganization. ine that there ill have to be a 'bi-partizan co · t.tee with 
perhaps all s committee. Clearly nothin e n e ac 1 d ur..l 
eider ble fund re forthoomin · • I gather that the C .unist are p 
to finance their sllpporters, but. I oo not know where f nds for our sid are 
to be got . 

ould you be w:Ulin to take tho first st s towards tho cr a i 
the neccss • organization, or, i you pref rred it, to und other o ht 
do so? should be v grateful if you uld let tne kno what you think about 
the hole tter ood if you woul · sho this lett r to any other w 101 in 
your ju~ent, might be helpful . 

Yours s nc rely, 

(si cd) 

ertrand 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

THE ENRICO FERMI INSTITUTE 

FOR NUCLEAR STUDIES 

July 26 ~ 1957 

The Honorable Bert 
Plas Penrhyn 1 

Penrhyndeudraeth/ 
Merioneth~ Nort ~Tales 

Dear Lord Rus ell: 

/ As a sequel ,., .. "" • to the Pugw~~ meeting: I am in the 

process o.~/conducting an inqui~ .. t?6i. the purpo. of deter

mining the practicability of aolding a certai~ type of meet -
f I 

ing whic ~ I personally t)1'fnk~ might serve &6me useful pur-

pose . nne nature of t~e' meeting is descri ed in the attached 
: ~ ~· 

memorandum ~ and i~ ,..your time permits I W.I"Uld very much appre -

ciate ~ your wri vi'ng me a few lines~ gi v~/{g me your reaction 
I ~ 

to the prop~ al made in the memorandum . 
~ . 

A list of those to who~' this memorandum is sent 

you will find attached. ,J 
I was very sorry :te .Ae~n that you were not ab l.e 

to attend the meeting . 
I 

f am alo9 Ofl~eei"t'l'g a copy or.. a co\f€1z:im&=J..e.tter · 

t"e-~re"""ln€lln.O~l1· aum whi~ I Se]lt t'oM'Ot1'et::te1it"' 

I hope that by now your wife is on her way to 

full re covery . 

m 
Encl . 

Yours very sincerely, 

LJ;;}C Szilard 



August 14, 1957 

The Honorable Bert-~nd Russell 
Pl P nmyn 
Penrhyndeudz· ~h 
~r1one .... h, Nor 11 u~le~ 

Dear Lord asoll: 

ol sed 1 a tlote addreus.ed .;o you nd tl e other 

membe1•s o:r the Committ o o t up at .~.:"ugu ... n.1 . I houl reu.tly 

~ppreciate a I 1;.ply a . you • oonv nicncc . 

!'l all 1 ·x>ctteu -cry much tha you not a.bl 

to at tend the m~ -i u. ·e Pug\'la ... h J un ! hope that by O\'l your 

\dfc is ·ell o thr ·~y 0 'ull • 

m 
EJ'lol. 

~i th o.., t ishes, 

u s1nc.rely~ 

Leo Szilard 



From: 
To: 

Memorandum 

Leo Szilard 
Professor C. F. Powell 
Professor Eugene Rabinowitch 
Professor J. Rotblat 
Professor D. F. Skobeltzyn 
Professor A. v. Topchiev 

September 20, 1957 

L., 

Enclosed I am sending you a reply which I received from leizs&cker 

to the general inquiry which I had sent out. Since -- as you know -- a 

group of German physicists under the leadership of Weizs~cker had taken 

an extraordinarily strong public stand against Germany manufacturing atomic 

weapons, it seems to me it would be wise to do everything in our power, to 

strengthen this group. I propose, therefore, that we explore whether these 

German physicists, operating perhaps under the auspices of the Max-Planck

Gesellschaft (of which Otto Hahn is the President) might not want to take 

the leadership for calling the next conference of the kind that I have been 

advocating. If they are willing to take the leadership, I should be in 

favor of dropping the plan that the University of Chicago call the next 

conference. As you may remember, the kind of meeting I have proposed (and 

it would seem from Weizs&cker's reply this is the kind of meeting he would 

want also) is a meeting of at most 25 scientists who would devote ten days 

or two weeks to clarifying their own thought, rather than to the drafting 

of proclamations. 
The policy of the German government concerning the building of 

atomic weapons is still not settled and if, by our letting the German 

physicists take now the leadership we may have a chance of influencing that 

policy, I believe we should not miss that chance. 

I am supposed to give a talk at the annual meeting of the German 

Chemical Society in Berlin on October 7th, and will probably fly to Germany 

on October 4th. This should give me an opportunity to talk to a number of 

German physicists and explore this matter further. I should, however, like 

to have your guidance in this matter before I raise it with our German col

leagues. Because of the shortness of time, perhaps it would be well if you 
wrote to me, not to Chicago, but in care of Professor Max von Laue, Fritz-

Haber-Institut der Max-Planck-Gesellschaft, Faradayweg 4, Berlin-Dahlem, 

Germany. 
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The Honorable Bert~ nd Russell 
Plas Penrhyn 
Penrhyndeudraeth 
Merioneth, North \tlales 

Dear Lord Russell: 

september 261 1957 

Attached you will find two memoranda and a copy of a letter 

which I received from Weizsacker. These t~o memoranda should 

have been sent to you earlier but they were not through an in-

advertent error of my office, 

I should greatly value your opinion on the issue raised by 

these two memoranda. 

m 
Encl. 

With best wishes ~ 

Yours very sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



Telephone: Penryhndeudraeth 242 
Plas Penryhn, 

Penryhndeudraeth, 
Merioneth, 

North Wales. 

.., 
,r 

6th May, 1958. 

Dear Professor Szilard, 

As a participant of the Pugwash and Lac Beauport conferences, 
you are f~iliar with the progrronme there for cooperation among 
scientists of different countries for the solution of the critical 
problems posed for mankind by the discovery of at omic energy~ 
as well as by other contemporary advances of s c ience. 

A third meeting is t o be he ld in itzbuhel and Vie nna , ~ustria, 
September 14th to 21st, 1958. As chai r man of the Continuing 
Committee I extend to you an invitat ion to attend it. 

A tentative agenda of the meeting is enclosed. Participation 
will be restricted to about 80 invited scienti sts, dist.eibuted 
among the different countries, in approximately the s ame way as 
in Pugwash and in Lac Beauport, but with additiona l participat ion 
from countries which were not represented there. The final sessions, 
planned to be held in Vienna, are to be open for invited guests, 
but the only conclusions which will be announced there will be those 
which were agreed upon by the working sessions at Kitzbuhel. 

The committee is extending an invitation to all participants 
of the Pugwash and Lac Beauport confer ences, before issuing any 
other invitations. I would appreciate it if you would inform me 
without delay- if pos sible before may 17th, whether you will be 
able to attend. 

The Committee hopes to provide the travelling expenses of 
the participants; the Austrian government having generously 
offered to take care of the conference itself. Since the conference 
is to take place immediately after the termination of the Geneva 
Atoms-for-Peace Conference, at a season when many other international 
scientific meetings are being held in Europe, the committee hopes 
that some of the participants will have their travel funds provided 
by other sources. I will appreciate it if in your ans~er to this 
invitation you will indicate the expenses you will r equ~re. 

Please send your answer in care of: 
Professor Eugene Rabinowitch, 

Box 61 , 
573 4 , S. University Avenue, 

Chicago 37, I LLINOIS. 

Yours sincerely, 



.J 

I 

Professor Leo Szilard, 
University of Chicago, 
1155, East 57th Street , 
Chicago 37, 
ILLINOIS, u.s. A. 
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To be h e l d i ll IU t zhL~hel y ; ... 1...1.s t ri f Se p t e _,.,_c el~ 1 L,.tb- 1 9th 

o_nd i n Vie:~r8 y .J epteuoer 20t ~-:.- 2 1 st . 

A IVIeet.ing i n ~;_i tzb Uhe:J:_ 
'· 

Sunday , S ep_t_~11'be r 14th 

1 . Dangers of Atomj~~§£. 

Evalue. tio n of conse qu ences of a nucl e ar Yvar (mechanical 
desti'uction , economic d i s loc a tion , effe cts on health and 
genetic endounent) . 

Iviond~September 15th 

Political agreements ; international c ooperation and 
o t h e r 'P!a~;r s of creatin i n t ernat ional t rus t . 

Tuesd a~~ , September 16th 

3 . Dis n:..~r:1.ament 

Po ss ible seque n c e of steps; technical , political P. nd 
psycholog ic a l problems . 

4 . '.1 orld Securi tx___ )y s tem 

.rednesday , Septem!JS!.' 17t h 

5 . Living in Lh e Scient ific \ e 

Education f or the ~g e of sc i ence . 
Constructive uses of sc i ence and t e chnolo gy . 
Enert;y , res ources <..nd popul a tion problems . 
Recpons i bilities 01 scientists i n che a toiJi c nge . 

Thursday , September 18th and Yc i day . Sept emp er ·J 9th. 

6. Discus sion of ~·: orwat ior of National and Internati onal 
0I'gc:mi zat ions 

7 . Di s cuss ion of c . St a t ement 
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B Meeting i n _\[:ierma 

The PDl"ticipant s a t the Ki tzb U.h el session ~~!ill be restricted 
to about 80 ind ividually i nvited s cientis t s . The i nvitations 
will be i csuec1 by t he Pugwash Continuing Com:ui ttee under the signature 
of the Ch a i l"man , Lord Rus sell. A f a ir distribution of invitat ions 
among the d i ffer ent nations wi ll be att empted i nclud ing the ones 
not r epr esen t-ed a t Pu 0 rrash and Lac Beauport. 

During tho first thr ee d 8ys of the confere nce· ,_ 9 reports 
'N i l l be gi ve n , follovved by a dis cu s s ion ·7i ·ch 2 hours assigned to 
each topic. During the fourth d a;y a division of t he confe :L'8 nce 
may be necess ar y into parallel groups . 

The prepared papers v·i i ll be c.l.Ls t r i ~J'"~ted i n o.dv C'nc e i n 
En""lish and Ru ss i a n . .--~1 att ::.;",1p"c Hill b ~ : .2.c~ e to li_;d t the 
presentation of each pspe r to 20 1,1 i nutes , so 2s to ·ive ;,_or e tirne 
for discussion, b u t exce:;?t i o.DF "-~a~- be _,o.cJ.c fo r pc)e.c-·s not c..cl:p ted 
to brief sui._,:ary pr esent a t io n . 



·Telephone: Penryhndeudraeth 242 

Dear Professor Szilard , 

Pl as Penryhn, 
Penryhndeudraeth, 

.Merioneth, 
North Wales. 

As you know the Pugwash meeting set up a Continuing Committee 
to arrange for furthe r meetings, should they appear desirable. 
Thils committee, of which the members are Professors Powe l l, 
Rabinowitch, Retblat and Skobeltzyn, and of which I am the Chairman, 
met in London on December 16th to 18th; it had the benefit of advice 
from Professors von fv'eizsl:iclcer and Sz ilard. 

The committee ha d before it t he results of a questionnaire 
addressed to a number o~ scient ists in t he u. s. A. a nd in Britain. 
This made it clear that there is among scientis ts of these countries 
a widespread sense of the grave urgency of the present situation 
and a desire to contribute to diminishing the dangers. Evidence 
was also presented for the existence of similar sentiments in 
other countries, particularly U.s.s. R., Germany and Japan. The 
committee found that there is a general consensus of opinion 
that it was no longer sufficient for scientists to issue general 
warnings, but that it was necessary to attempt to make a 
contribution to the resolution of present problems. 

In the light of the evidence, the committee took a number 
of decisions, among which was one to hold a small private meeting 
in Canada from March 31st to April 11th, 1958. Again, we are 
greatly indebted to Mr. Cyrus Eaton who has given a most generous 
promise of support. 

The theme of the proposed meeting is "The dangers of the 
present situation in the atomic arms race, and ways and means 
of diminishing them". The intention is that the conf'erence .should 
be attended by about 25 people, representing different countries 
and opinions; they should meet to discuss i n pri vate some of the 
issues which might contribute to the reduction in international 
tension and the diminishing of the dangers. A list of suggested 
topics for discussion is enclosed. The purpose of the meeting 
is to give an opportunity for discussion and reflection with 
a view to the possibility of making a contribution to international 
thinking on these issues. To all ow time for reflection and 
private discussion, the meeting has been planned to take nearly 
two weeks, with formal ses s ions limited to a few hours in 
the mornings. 

It is not intended that any publ ic sta t ement should be issued 
at the conclusion of the meeting , other t h an a description of the 
subjects that were discussed. 

I should be very glad if you would be able to a ttend this 
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meeting. 

Further, the committee would be grateful if you would 
comment on the topics enclosed and make any suggestions yeu 
think fit for other subjects of discussion. Should you be able 
tQ attend we shall make arrangements for your subsistence whilst in 
Canada, as well as for your travelling expenses if required. 

Professor Leo Szilard, 
University of Chicago, 
Chicag0 37, 
ILLINOIS, 
u.s.-A. 

Yours sincerely, 



SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

at the meeting on 

" The Dangers of the Pr esent Situ ation in the 
Atomic Arms Race , and Ways and Means to Diminish them". 

1. Sel f - imposed r est r aints in the use of Yleapons in the 
present situation i n the s r maments r ace; e. g. the possibility 
of an agr ee:;mnt not to use c;t omic ar maments, or to limit 
their use to par ticul ar c ircwi1s t s nces. 

2. The poss i bili ty of es t ab lishing i nt ernational age ncies; 
e . g. United Nations Pol i ce Force. 

3 • . The possibility of exchan~e of i nfo r mat i on on atomic weapons 
betwe en the Gr eo.t Povm r s , coupl ed wi th an exchar.be of 
scientists and t e chnical personne l working on military 
projects. 

4. Solution of loc al problems by local me asures; regional 
sett lements such as the neutraliz ation of particular countries < 

5. vVays of dealing Yvi th the dangers arising from the existence 
of large amounts of fissile material among many nations, 
in connection with the widespread use of nuclear power. 

6. The possibility of widespre ad exch ange of students and 
scientists between different countries. 

Among other topics which could be discussed in the Conference 
ar e specific pr oblems of dis armament, s uch as the diff-erent , possible 
teclLnic al forms of controls, and the politic al conditions needed to 
make these c ontrols possible. 
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by WESTERN UNION 
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L T PROFESS OR SZ I ~A RD FLOOR H 9 NEWYORK 
HOSPITAL NYK= 

-.::J.Li .. ~ 

' THE PUGWASH COMMITTEE MEETING IN lONDON SEND 
BEST WISHES AND LOOK FORWARD TO DISAGREEING 

W 1 TH YOU AT FUTURE PUGWASH CONFERENCES= 

=BERTRAND RUSSEll•=·~ 

702-58 
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