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(c) 
the Papuan 
but ltttJ 

e has 
mea or 



I 
live~ 



(c) A~ 
lli. v' si n re._ k '?. 

he x~ept on of 
share a separate la ~lage with t e pPop a of 
the Uprer Ba.mu .D •• Police 
throughout tne ~rea. Sma 1 l 
v:i llq.gee E: a.n speak a. ~tl 



Te h.'°' 
p a1:t :i '1. on 
He cJ s. 
of hi9 
advice 

:i. s the c!1 



l o ac ool in -+;h a e 

ti . eh vi 119.~e 
ni mbJr of adol t 
in the verr. (;U l 

·u 





(a~ Boa.de: There arP no r~Ada in Llvt ion. 

~ · 

{b) Sea.: There are no whP...:L'Ves er regular eei·vice_e 
g,re :- "The Gam R ver oan be a ter d by 85' small shi a, ancl 
t,h~ p 1e about 1 1 of wate~ ov r the b at tht top oft e tide. 
Ente in0 the r;_ver at low water can e dangerous ' in the S.E. 
season {April to November). The only frt:quent Yi itor to thie 
i olr"teci rea i :r. Senior of lC.ikorl, .'lo pass s tn Gama Ri ve.c 
reguJa.rly in the lLV.Jonma.c on his trip betw en K:tko ... and 
Balimo. A wharf for s aJ 1 ship could bt:. ~-:- c:ttruoted 'fd t ut 
much difficulty in the Gam Riveru 

(c) Airt There are no aerodromes in the area, and it 
s~emS"'Vnlikely that eui t, b1: si 1.e "r one could be fo\lnd 
bec~u e of the swampy te rain. 





(a) 
ings of '"ooconuta. Mttch of th1 
but this does not seem to 
cr..:ip. 





A.TTlTUDE TOWARDS CENTRAL GOVfRID4 T 

The pe ple of the G-ama River Cen e Di vie:I on 
do not tend to talk •eely to visiting officers, and it 1 
moot difficult on a short visit accurately to gauge people's 
attitude, . However, it ·eeems th t the people of this area 

end to thi of the government onl when an< insofar e.e 
it impinges on theJ11. They appear t-0 h v no interest in the 
maoh1ri-er1 of gove-1~ nt or in the idea of representative 
govemm~nt, l~w making etc.. The government to them is 
its officer who periodically visit th ir are~. Since their 
oju t1f or onl3 con ta.et with the government has been with D. D. A. 
end P.H.D. office~e who, from the Village Boo s, a l d ~ 
great d of their time issui g inst?uctione to ~les.n up +.~e 
village, build latr1.nee, etc., and m in t atR of p mi h­
ment fo failure to do so, it 3e~rns probabl that the people's·~~~ 
at 1 de to the central government is o~e o di~ ike t·nged 
Wit:r. :fear. 







men served a.A' 







r~.rt from reaid~mtial P-roupa, no coherent 

{4) The patrol was unabJ to 
alli between villag a apart from those resulting 
from tt~ • of p:rorlm1 ty a.nd inter-marr.tag (whf.o ar 1n't61!\m 
con!'eote~ . faotors). The vill98ee ot !lpati, BurJ.gi 1 Dara.v:e 
and Si barEi appear to be connected in this way. A connection 
was eald to exist betw ~11 Sogerl and Siaiami villa.gee, 
beoe.uae cf ~om.nion '1la..'l conntctlona, b'lt nc r .cent .. nstance 
could be produced wh .. re thi a connecti on had produced .10-
operatio bet een the vilJe.~ee. Thi~ J !J.O of inter-villa0 e 
all:J ~n('eg Y'll~ be _re.rt] y .... t~i 1ta.ble to t he l f::l.Ck 0 any 

eed · : c0ri bin (no le .. t-~.: corn <)n .IJ..(V) j cts to be Dn erta.l::en, 
no inf.e!\-vi 11 g,ge bat t ] e~). 'f'11 e peor l e o f t11 ~ .r, r-ne ~ · 

b]. 'l." :; us Di vi e -1 o n (Ar.a.:::, ,• , ; ;ri .. · n "-l e, lJtr143 --e:1i o, 
A~ , · ; o, Ta._pe .... 1, -St~·· ~, \ ~ :;o :t ) 1o 10 t 'iP.errJ. to l 3.Ve 
great c e o ~ !'OYlta.ct i · ~ L o tr jO') 0e v o • 







( c) h• • A.re no community centre 
ere no or8a.nie tione t:mch ao Bed Croes, Gu 
people play no organised ep rt. 

(H) MISSIONS 

( ) There a.re o mission st~tiona in the Cen9'\ls 
Divi~ion. The Bamu · ver Mi asion has an uneuperrlsed leh 
school e.t ~, robina, and thia is t only mission ~at1vity 
in the area t present, ~)though the UneveJ1gelizea Fi lds 
M saion et .ff h~ve paid fe vtsi ts to Ara.gi rec ntJy. The 
Seventh as Adventtet 'Mission hb.e had vil a.~e schools in the 

ea. in the past {with in igenoue te chers periodj ca.lly 
visited by h'uroreJ.U'l uperv sore), but the sohools liave now 
b~an withdrawn e 1d re1 giou i.cti vi ty '\bendoned. The Rome.n 
G tholic iaaion is beginning to ~~ve a sJlght influence on 
tne area through those Ba.mu people who r.tre living in Daru 
and w o .re co ing into cou1iaC'-'11 with t e ~hurch through tt.: 
ac.hool which the Miss1on sisters r un for 'Damu' children 
(including aipani a.Y\d Tirere children frc.'m Kiwai Ea.s~ C.D.) 
n Da.ru. The people ~f Oropa.1 ee.y that Ca.tlwlic Mission 

_ · tere have viei ted their village and have promised to 
\ff a •ohool thel!'e. Ae there a.re no ission a.dheren·te in 

area, t~ore is no conflict between them • 

.A.part rom the bush ohool at Toro hi 11.a, there 
services pro7ided by mis ... ion in the area. A small 



.r-e , and the 
there ever 7l l be . 







oney 1JOmf;I' from their p 1 a.c '3 of e.ravloyment, 
eoode (cloth.in t tob cco) · e some·t es e 
retumin.B felJ o labourer • 

(-r) N'o c-0_•e r.·· ,J "'t i:l'4' 
t:tn~ socl 

._ 

(2) P Y' P. n o 
CP.n~ q l )j 



(e) 
energetic 
a la.c\c of continuous a.nd expert guidEtJtoe, and an apparent 
lack nf any economic potential in ·the area. The people 
might well rea.ot fawurablJ towards a progi-aa• o~ eoonoJlio 
developaen"t if it appear d to ~e reaeonable proepeote of 
sucoees. !!owever, such a programme would have to be oloe 11 
supervi eed to be successful. From reports of these people 
and rom MY own observation, i seeme olea~ that they r on 
quite well to a.uthori tative 1 reotion, consistently applied, 
but ·hat they te~d to fail when 1 ft to their own device ta 
a "s 1 -help" t e-i t-on.leave-it sj ti1ation. Though such 
paternal teohniq1es may be theoretical.Jy repugnant, they 
probably offor the only ho e of' ... uccess for eny programme 
of _con0 i .c develop ne t i n t"'14 q ?~r'3'1, ,,_t . ee.st in i -t;a lni tia.J. 
i.: tagee. 
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a. M • Di.aaond t 
ll •t•S11~m ~ str1et, 



Our R ferimc~.:....~ ~J. 1 ~- .1. ............. . 
II adfine o.l for 

Mr ..................... ~\-· : ~~ .. .. .. . .. . 

PAPUA A:ND NEW 

C>epartmer.I o/ Dutricl Admin.isln:llion. 
!es,0r1 ~i~~£:ct , 

D."), .-



IT-l-1 
NLJJI), 
W11tt;11 J)11trt1!. 

). the Patnl Upon ••• not ooa~ ~' tea:> 
of •• iJlfoma~ ... llU t •• i a 11 ttle Mn Up·i •• 
the 111"'1&'1 • ho• the 1hlittoal' •eoti•• cf t1Mt .. ~~. it 
..... olear that the n.11...- ot Jld.aaTe and ~ Utt 
't forehoat of tile op~ai tioa an4 that th '4J)per r1 n Till~•• 
an 'beia.c 1Jltlu•oe4 b7 "11•. Kr~DJ.aaond en 1• • r.a •Jli:na 
rl '\h th .. • p Jle oYer thei.r bo•U11 t7 to looal goTs . t n:t and 
~e •••• •tu·-~· wt 1'\ i• quit• clear r • their r-:pliee 
to hill that the7 are aenly outing a'Mut for ow••• "° 
ratioaali•• their antip&'hT• Kr.D.1 114 am.ttone ••• naaoa 
giTen to hill wu til&4 tha people dicl not wte in tu 1968 Beuae 
of be 'bly elections, becau•• tilq ihoueh" that this woul4 
rend.er ih• liable tor inouae tax. Bown-er, 1 • •• lii•l.7 
that the peuple rea· ... 17 oculd have belieT•4 this, since the7 
wte4 1n the 1964 ele tion• w1 '\h no ••h mtpleaannt oonaequeoe • 
What ~· ro t oaJ.t•• ot this ho tilli7 1a, 1 not altogether clear, 
bu* 1 t .... pro b&..J.a :that the pfttlli•e• 'that 'h• people b•ll•Te 
fetlq Mh a4 bake are larplz reapoz ei'ble. :Before the 1964 
eleotlen•, there ie entrJ' in ae ar1 Tillage ok prai.Jinc 
"' t 'Yillace tor 1 ta pro eei Ye atti tu4e, 4 1 t thus •••• clear 
that the •hance in r.tt1 'tu4e haa deTeloped eittc tha'i 4a"•. The 
likeli••t (dp1Ul&t1Q e•• 'to 'M that the poople feel tha7 :Ye 
'be• lJl.atantl.:7 tdokri, and in oonsequenc•, • •actinc in a 
pne~ ae ti.Te Yf97• 
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bie . il&:leotei 

' '-'ft. t! \ 



of :8/6 . 



ttempted stndic!1 group 
organi z Uton; land. tenu.ce, in.heri tance, et"~. werf) not very 

eucqeasful. The people have el. ther o:rgotten ~ uch of . their-­
knowledge of these things, or ~re lUlW ··ling to dt scuas them 

any detail. The o J y _piece of i tfo r.:rtion whi eh may be use .. l, 

if correct, is that 01 group alJ'ances within the Gama. 

, l: .' . ... , The topogr phy of thi A R..rea is uninspiring, bei!1g 

··. mairtly low J .. 1in r~l;a P~1n SWMip, with the ,vil] ees being 1'uilt 

on the ighest ground available, ~t best a few teet abo re the w~ 
water. '.they axe flcioded periodicrlJy b\· high tides, at such 
times a.re unrile a· ~ 

'.lbout the lo..ce. 
i~ce:-\ nec 0~UEie of tie various dehri 8 c9st 

i] y be :·•. 11:'.. t nisrn 1, t~H~ 

was st111 quite en joy· ble bec~use of the vork ).nvo J ved. 

__ coo __ 



of Binon 

S~/8/68 PP.reuaded a ck Village 
Bal!lu River Mission when come back 
0915 , rriv'ng Uku f 1045. Everyone from Ko 
here. T~lk gi en. 

27/8/68 Awaited bore which eventuated 1115. :ex Ukuei 1 UO, 

arrivi~g Airua-Binori 1500. Village Conq,tq_hle unc0nscioua. After 
lengthy 8rgument, _e•suaned people to take him to Mai ve and 

WAit the srrive-~l or· the »nerR.ld . ~x Ai;rwt-.a.- -inort 1700, arriving 

Ne~P.ti-Gimereme 1800. Sl~rt Nemeti-Gimereme . 

28/8/68 Short talk durine morning. EX N ati-Gimereme 0915 , • 
·:irr1v1ng Gl.waretore ~ 1 30. Se?-1-'-. word to Bme:r.o1n an h of'f 

Maia~v to take sick Vill ge ConAtable to Brunu River i aion: 
Talk given. Feqrs o CJO '".!e:ry stdted h,,- oJ 'ie ""' men • .r un~ me1 

expres dis tGY t , e ·ng ''held hs..::k" h ~ .he old 0 r p • s fe~.r. 

Slept ~iwQretor,. 



.B 1i re tt' r't:.. 

j r} ·1 t e. ' · V'"~ 1 J . . t 

t, ' ; -, ('\"' • ' 
; 
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. . ?01ITT0AL. 

ce, 

enouB)1 tu 
I .. 
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1;AM ... RI 

Govt ., 

ations 0 l ~lO 

t!" l1rA 

· ~t1e m~ney tn 





~aisav. e:~nr"i ·} r :ri . ee.r.l to omina.t.P airna, .Binori, 

N emetl, Gimere r1;;; :-!.Yl•i Gh·aT·eto~e. Al thou :.rh not eve ,voile at ted 

such, ear of sorcer y is pro b~bl? th . m~dn reason for 

•; i-) · ,. e ',:·-: e '1el. e a.1·e ver y f _arful of sorcRry, nrevcaous 1 

Of ic ere rving also f und tbis to b o the cqse. 

Conse~uently~ unles~ he~e tvo v1ll'P,e claa.nej treir 
ttitu de, t'·1e Garn~ is unli.kely to eve~ want ~ouncil, ... e they 

control t e majority. 

It is worth riotin 

llaee claim to be 1!1 fqvour oJ> Councils. 

Concl11ding, Gama i not in fa.vou:s.' of Councils, 
ma.in reason for tt is ap __ ,:=i .... "ently 

G ari .. Qu1 te .. ~s"'i bly, v1 

e'·rer suffer A. change of he.llrt, th co e more well 
Local ;.,ove ~n1en t C 11 . .nci le .. 

On0e ill give each 

atatin! what the over 11 attitude is. 

\.J' .. AHI. T '-ey air~ afra:. d of tbe R use of sse10·01y because th".ly 

feel an one who votes Yrill ht.lVe to pay t.ax. No oxplana.tion gi en 

w s able to di ~l this misconception. 

· 1so ignorance of the work · he 

Thts village A.S been disil1ustoned b "'lihe alleged 

ele~ ion promises m de by ormer M.H. ~ r. A. Tetley du ing 1964. 
The ps ple ge 1ed the impre sion that i · t~ P canaidate they vote· 

for W'lA successful, they wou1 d r eceive gre· t m~t~rial henefi ts. 

e.g. ?i h net s , )der, refrigerators. The eneral iarpresaion waa 

gel ed tha~ this was i deed t he correct w~ ~K of the House of 
l ssen:i11ly. · ui te qp r ~ from 9. feP.ling of ·esentment, which doea 

exist, I do .ot think ~he people are much 'mpr.s ed by tie Rouse 

o As~embly if. i't :1 s lot going to s\4pply t uct. material benefi te 

'18 the one ..L l <; edly de-scribed b)· Mr. Tet :· • y wou1 d bave. 

This a.tti tude is probably applicable to eom.& extent 
to all the Gen1a vi 1 la :es , but I think noaE!' ar~ so bitter r a 

amari d ~ais~ve a p~~r to e, 

As "j t. Co 1 c i1 s, th~y claim hey · r doing · s 

tla.ieave e .. nd G-, . _ ...... j wi11 peak out 

i.:n fR.VO r o .s: th n Ga.ma.r:i -::.y 



the 
) .rmi t them 

'}u i P. c · 

o th t of Ne 

~ .. ttt the 

of it, their 

e r of ~ !aisA.v 

of being "let Down" 
Jr . Tetley in 1964. 

LRter in thA ~qv , however, tbeJ d reversed thei~ ~ 

a~titu e entirely, ana ~· d decided thRt the houae migb~ be a 

cod thing A"°t r ~11. 0 c . 

for simil r r~aso1 . I do 
LocA.l ~vt. Cotrnc 1 s., 

l _ uspect 

eh .ge cd 

motives 
about 

do n\1 t w~--n t 

:ror t.!U. 

' J'fi .. Pl'l t y: the 

ble one. 



( 3) 

-.-ilA, 

":ouse 
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~o co e 

::i ~tt;o • two 

Go~ oi"'lrr ~n t ; f 

::'eo: J P- P..l'A wi l :i ng 
'() . n • 

_;:ut or Rcl~1e• e 

:1 '"'e, · "'i.JY n.c: :ept it.) 



~CONOMIC . 
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Th s , re~ i ~ 

b1 t some o d ri vj n an in corn , ~ r 

e son 1, e 

i(l 

Oo u~ i ,~ erable t · e n~u t b 

s 11i g them , t: e 

. ll 0 9 t . VO i 6 0 

a )ro ~)erous on , 

e to the Rver-
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110 ,nut 
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01'"<i'erly as not 
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hP \"r( 1 
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pl~c thought thia 
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rice , 
RO p, 
tr~.d 

i ·tA period o o;;er t i.or1. Grj r!inal 

v r~ vi l~g of the 
th t 1e :-unou t i 1ve tea i 

th he1.ght .. i e .. th, sto 

tj nn d m~ . 

bout 

v ry; 

tl ey 

d upon th ge 

T ·u· v d 

,h~ 

• c.r-



ter a. lengt!\.v a.nn 

"Emerald" when 1 t arrived there. 1'hia wae . 
done, a.nd ~he Vill ge Const ble arrived at the Ba u RivP.r ~ ae-
1on on the 30th. At this t~~ he h d regain d c sciou nese, 
an . could ta.l li tt A, but he was beY,ond hope 91ld di d early 
on the the 31~t. 
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.. J:SCELL noous. 
-

A brief __ nd simple tall'" on t:1e new leg 3lation re 
the con~~-vation of crocodi es re.s g1 ven at most villages. This 
was con..,in .cl to explaining wl· the 1 w w s m de, .and that when 
it cane into action, they ~vuld not get any money tor crocodile 
skins vd. t.h a 1 ~J..ly width excf:e ... ng twenty inches. 
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District Commissioner. 
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Forwarded, please. 



11r • B. M. Dlea ~t. 
Ca4et - Pa~l ornoe. 
mtl!I i>auol Poet, 
Weatorn Diatrlot. 

; 

Ple eo note th~t pol1t1 e4aoatl 
11UBi be a oontimrlns proo r in all • ~­
't1on• :th ~e empha.ais on the a4nn°'agoe 
ot nat1oi1al llD1 "I• 



or your inf<rmation, ple~~e. There are no a<l¥anceruent 
proapects in t!ds ar,.a , R'9art ,,.,.r .:·m the redio;;eovery of oil 
Nonetheless, subsistence-wis0 tie pper BAI~ people ar_ cert inl 
no worse off than mo t othe r r i n t1 .ectern Jia "et and to 

w~uld be au~r~ciated . 

--1 • woul<.~ no7:" 
co_Jies _of tb.e 

t 

.. e .:::; te 
COMtES 



4. In th• a.-oua Lal,.,...... aaa U•• (P.?~-, Mr.m ... 1 
91»parei\U7 ai•'ak•• laa4 -.mare onnnt.ea :r.r ali-.a..a. !he P•Pl• 
ot thi• area haft u JmewlHce er MtuaS.at.ne• witll ill• pnnneae 
o~ the Lant (!mur• Qonyeni.a) OJllll:ln• •· 

(Peter A. Har41e) 
A•ai•to.t Di•~l'i.ot Ooatd.••1••H 







1. 

Patrol lo, $'68-69. 

'· 

It is· obvious trom this, that political education 
1• nee4ed in·the area. 1'hi• is not to s~ that attempts have no+, 
been made in. the !>ast, bnt it they hav thQ haTe not been under­
stood, or thq haTe been lliscon3trued. iadios exist 1n the area, 
and tne peopl claim to listen to •stories• about the Howat ot 
.Asa .. bJ.7 and Laeal Government but it they do, the7 are not being 
miderstood. I 991'eve discuss!ons pitched at a very lov level, 
wid delivered on 71sits to the villages are the best hope. These 
definitely eould -not achieve anything it they were at all involved, 
as the peopl •s ~overs of maintaining concentration are limited. 

Only when the people understA.nd what the 0 gove .n­
ment• is, can their attitud• towards it be correctly adjudged. 



c .. socn1c. 
IDucAUQii. 

A small school is operated :t>7 the Bamu !liver mssion 
near lmet1 1 and is the only one in the Census Division• This 
proYides ed~cation to Standard five, and w1ll sponsor students 
wit~ potential t~ the th!evangelized Fields Mission at AWABA, or 
to other fields for which they show potentials lurse trailiing 
teacher training. The cap ,city, staff and general set ap ot tlua 
school are further describ~d in the area stud7 ot this report. 

Few people have vhat could be termed a higher educ•tion, 
and fewer still use that to any adv3.ntage. Standard six is still 
considered a mighty achiov~ment here, and it is not uncommon to 
have ,·oung men v1 th that ~tand.u-d or lower, apply for n jobs :-e­
q airing a Form four pass. Many have just decided to finish with 
school tor tooli~h reasons, and have come back to their -vill ge 
where anything they have learned 1• put to no use. 



Parents or children don't seem to see the adv ·ntage of 
eclucata 1'8111' Child~en are truants with the lmowler.e of their 
parin'.tts, it not their approval, who take no action to remed7 the 
situation. Voluntarr help trom parents who hava children at the 
school is not rortheolling, even token work, such as keeping the 
~an4- t1d7, not giTen. · 

the need tor education is not realised. 

Particularl7 .. con~ider1ng the neighbouring areas, the 
health situation was ~uite goOd. The odd tropieal ulcer was noticed, 
but nothinc 1n 8JlT quantity. .. and no one v s reluctant to go to 
tu lliasion tor treatment vh'.en told to do :lo. 

At alliOst eT~'r7 village, a short and simple description 
ot t e nw -legislat1on regarding crocod.iles w~s givsn. Ttie ma!Ji 
po~ 1n this ·.talk was that they could not e~ect to cet r&14 
tor .aldila with a belly-width ~xeeedlng twent7,, inches. IVerY.-
one .cJ.:a1•ed the1 anderatood what I was talking abOut, bat only 
ta. Will tell. 

Wit.hOat exception, all agreed it was a good piece of 
leg1~lat1o~, thOngh some felt guaging the crocodile's size, partlc 
u.l&rl7 at tU.ght, before killing it, was going to prove impossible. 

END OF SITUAT~O REPORT 



A. lNTRODUCTION. 

(a) ~ e Upper Brunu Census Division com~risds that area 
through ·whic the .: awoi, Upper B8'11U or Aworra, and a sm~ll stretch 
of the Lowe· ram1a Rivers flow. It varies topographically r~om 
neinJv flat, low allu ~al areav in the Sout~, to t.mdul t1ng areas 
with small hills about eighty eet h .. tgh tn the forth. s 0 sw11mp 
car. be found throughout, but are more plcntif 1 ir. the S 'h. 
Dense, low lyir-... g rainforest 1:.-s the predomtnant vegeta .. on nd is 
foUI.?.J throu hout. 

The Ce£ S1 ls Djvision receives rain during both the 
South-Ea t and North-West seasc , and durin 1968 receive a 
total oi 8 45 inches, maJ~ up s follows: 

Month: J F M A M J J A S 0 D 
Points: 
No. ot 

91~ '"'~ ~1.11 .314 ,,, '85 84-1 $? lo#· ,51/ 4-fC f 
niny days: 7tl z.1 19 $ 15 11;, N 4 1; 11 4 t'I 

These figures are supp 1 ied })y -chP- '9amu Ri.ver ssion. 

The soil consists mainly or red clay, covered oy 
dark grey alluvial top-soil anywhere from inches to eet thi c ~. 
Rocks and ~tones are supposod to exist at th~ top vf the Ba.~u 
an~ Wawoi Rive~s, ut only a hard mud-stone was enc untered as 
far c..s t'll atrol wen.t. Rocks are almost non-erlstent belo t e 
j•mctlon of the B mu and Wawoi Rivers. 

(b) The Census Division is situa~e malnly orth of 
BALI.MO Sul Lis t~:r_ et Heada uartersi extending t.:> the E st, and 1; 
al~o mainiy :o t: of EMETI Patro Post, with a small section 
so~th and East of it. (See ~ p.' 

J r s of the area can be app~osched verl~nd fro~ 
n .... ar BALIMO b ~ access is normally by boat. The C .nsa ... Division 
is accessiole om DA.JtU District Heauquartern only m,i· bo t. TherP. 
a r~ no ar·odrom :ls serving th area, the nearest oper!\ting one being 

, BA.LIMO, although a small one is bein ' f'Gnst ueted at the MA.I JD~ 
L · '. osy HospitPl n t e Aramia Livor. Boa s drawing 4 1 6° can reach 
"'n:' village a"' , .. r as this )!Jp&trol rent, and vessels with t" deeper 
raught could p ·obably na~igate the rivers when ~n y are at their 

flood levels,. T .e is a small w:1arf at Ei·IEmI capable of berthin~ 
up tc about 80 f eet in lenth, providing the tide is hi~h enough. 
Lid 1 bores, which r .. hazardous to shipping in th0 Lo er Bam•1, 
apparently are nor:nC'. y br.:oken up fairly· cui.c:Vly by the ri ers' 
meandering~ above the ,j uncti n of t e Ba? u and ~"aw:>i., 

( c; R cords 'lt EH.ETI or 1 shov r)atrols to this C ns· $ 

Division s f'~ acL ~ 1952, but as the ower areas 1ere contncted 
well before then, it s ttlllikf:ly that no earlier cont c · was ma. e • 
.,)incc 1952 .. pat ols :nave be.n conducted at a reqicn y 1-s tham 
annually, and hnve bee main y of n routine nature. ~ ·i,teM to ·rn ~~ 
made 1.1r1ng 1965 and 1 · 7 t.; ..i.es n ~ore , bo1.1t the o .i known 
a~ D'"'AJ.11,~ the to. t.1e a oi, b t not U<;h else :n wa 
of non-routine patrols , recurded. 

urin,.. t' 
'\I s o ern ting ln the . r 
normally covered by thl 
c uch .. s co rtwated ro_ 
evi er ce of i:,he Comp· 1"y s 



While the compa111 operated in the areal it provided employ­
ment waies and ·!de-benefits such as eas 1Y acquired tool$, 
vhiclt coiis1Aerably raised the standard ot livinc, at least tempor­
ar1l1. Boweveri the people don't appear tc; be dissatisfied vith 
their present ot, Which is less in some vqs than when the coap­
aDJ v&s he~•· The situation di~ have effects at the time, s~ch 
as causing people to ll'lTe village sites to be near rK cmape, 
but the adverse social disr ·"tions caused in neighbour~ areae 
are not apparent her'J. 

The people show no dislike for, or antipat~ towards 
the "government", althoagh they display: no great interest in it, 
ei thar. ltequeats, such as ba..tlding rest-hous s1 . are co plied vi'th 
readily enoagh1 Dut the peop1e show little inc.u.nation to •kk 
the Administration's aid,u n o their o"41m accord. •&1r­
erall7 leas co-operative neighbours coae trequent.J.T to 
with disputes etc, bat with the exceptinn t those Tillage• tb111 
close prox .~ity to the station, rev people rroa the Upper ~anm 
ever put in an appearance. 

B. PQfULATIOI Dl3TllBU?ION AID tJlENI)S. 

(a) Village Pep. · ation aegis r forms are attac~. 1' -
Beo Mortality !ate appendiz is attached, as n~ r~cord ot pre.TioU:S 
pregnancies was available. · 

( b) The rtllages of GAGORO and :ow.&, DI~AMB and BBBIS.l 
are linked by' walking track£. The &ttaeh•d map ahovi these, and 

$Stimation of the distances is given. Ro roads saitahle tor 
heeled vehicles exist in the Census Division. 

{c) he lo er re easil accessib~e villa1es provide 
the greatest source ot labour, but even th re, is not sufficient 
to warrant comment. 

c. ,.>OCIA.t GAOuPI!JGS, 

(a) · o9t likely, the social groups ar& limited to villeges, 
a. ~ neighbottring groups. Groups of vil~tes share cotllll()n lang­
uage-s, and it 1$ possi e that this has s me effect in ereating . 
groups, but this is is discussed in Subsect~~ (d) or this Section. 

(b) Each simple family has its own ho~qe normally and is 
most likely the "functional Jocial unit." !>oss1Lly, when long houses 
and clans existed, l ger units functioned. ~races of clans still 
exist, such as names , but most claim that t eir functions a.re no 
longer kr..own, or have been discarded. 

( c) The following speak common languages~ 

1. PARIEME , 3I POI and DI-/AME. 
2. WA.REHO and KUBBAI. (Possibly a variation of the 

language spoken by PA...'tIEME 1 s group.) 
3. IOH ~ GAGORO and KURIA. 

D vision .. 
ro other village shares a langu. e comm n to the Census 



-
The people ot the Upper. B•u t!•na~ Din 

to all the~e ollps except hca GOQOl)&Ll1 aa b ( ) &&lllllW:• 

and this has some elrect on· heir· re t-1on1ld.p • · ftT , "tL.311o ",1-u-
abl7 mean• onl~ those v11lages directl7 felite4 hiY• 
aft111at1on. Por 1nstance1 OTerall, . th Lover B•u te .r.41 t~ 
Upper Bua poptilat· on as 1nferio;'1 o.at 1t 1• not Uke t 1t · --
feels the same w:q about GAJltJ Will.eh is a ••bft r 9n• t :t -: --_ 
ovn langaage groqps. n;i l'elationsbips betne. the Upper BQQ -­
and Gama because·or HAT IA1 s link with UKUSI an4 KOPlUJII, •b6a1d 
be 11 ":~.4d to those villages, &s the rg t or the G a speaks a -
separa~~ language. I know of no real hOstile attit ea between 
neighbouring groups, or tor that atter, Y•'t"I ~oable ones. 
On the wholA, they seem to keep out ! _ea·ch o_ther" s Va:f. 

D. Ir§WEBSHIP. 

(a) This is another aspect which cannot be satisfactorily 
-studied. and therefore accurately oommented upon by a patrol a!! 
brier as this one. An ~ttempt was made, _and t tollowing people 
might possibly ha e some d~gree of leader ship: 

TAUPERI of GA.RU.WA about 1+0. 
IBOI and DAURI of rdwA. MIA_,_ both in ate 5'0' s. 
DEHAI of 6IPOI. WAI about 'f-0. 
-)WtIE of KUBEAI. M/ , about 4o. _=-:::_--=---=-=== 

Apart from IBOI and DAtlftI these ruimes were found out by 
direct quest~oning, and so, &re of Aoubtful authent1cy. At EMBTI, 



( ) Ths only school i"" the Censr.LS Division is that ran 
bj' the Bamu liver Mission near iMITI •. !his tea e1 ·onl1 to St dard 
f1Te 7 but vill sponsor student•, vho displa7 any billty, t~ higheta 
~tad1es. The nt211lber of students in each Standard ·at the tel'lliU&ition 
ot school last year is as rollovd;-
SUJPA1P HlLI mMLB 
p~~ SUi«>'- I 0 ---q-
Prep. S S 
One </ 4 
Two -" 11 

Three 17 
roar 1z 
~ive 1q 



.. 

One male 

SABie KlllIA 297r8 
MUD SOGA.lfl 1 l+yrs 

f h -se vere the only people a.way from the area 
attend.t~g school of my s<>rt • 

(e) Nevspapars are not delivered to 1.IlY of the Upper 
Bamu villages, and the 1Jnly interest shown in them is their use 
as cigarette papers. 

as follows: 
Radios were fot.md throughout the Census Dtvision 

VILLAGE 
WAREHO 
BEBIS.l 
-•-TA 
.l\.Un.&.A 

GARU 
IOWA 
GAGORO 

N.2.s!.of RECEIVERS 
TW~ + 
ONE + 
'r~O 
OID: 
ONE 
ONE 



MA!AKAIA 
SIPOI 
K~I 

ONE 
ONE 
TKO 

(+) Denotes a D.I.B.S. receiver. 

Most had flat batteries, and none of those that were 
vor~ could receiv broadcasts daring the day-time" The people 
p tesaect :to plfterr"..ng everytbiilg from stories about the House 
ot as bl.J'.1 to Country and Vest9rn Music. _Pretercnces ot trans­
Dli tt1n ata'tiot s we e varied too, from lladio DllU to "9 ~" to 

-- ft&dio U T ~ are more o a source or entertainment tb,an an 
a14 to learil1Ji1, tor most of the people. . 

mYidence ot atrol Officers' attempts to b1trodttce 
the ase of toilets enstsi bat tew people have constructed small 
house , except tor the vi lage•s rest hoase.· The river provides 
an ad quate sew&rage syst.n1 as none of the villages are inmi.­
dated b7 high tides and cfbr1 is not carrie bae ·to the village. 

(b) · !he staple ii1et throaghoat the area is sago. Th1 1~ is 
su.pplea4mte4 by meat (pork or fowl), and fish. Game 1-s · lent. -
tul. in this area, and no one shoald sutrer from a deficieney- of 
meat in their diet, yet according tc the Be.mu River M1ss1o , pro-
teb. lacking. Tlegetables such as pumpkin, m8niuk, ~'~ 
potato, and yams, and fruits such as banana!, pineapples, paw 
paws and ~read.fruit are grown in small, scattered gardens. I 
belieTe the soil thronghoit is c~pable or supporting 8111' European 
vegetables and fruits that wilJ normally grow in tropical con­
ditions. Canned roodstutfs are generally too expensive for the 
average citizen to buy for everyday use, though they are desired. 
Rice is bought in reasonable quantities, ut is also "ot a common 
everyday rood. 

(c) There are no Community Centres in the area. Both 
the Bamu RiveT Mizsion n~d BMETI are more egard~as conveni~n­
ces than "centres." The . 1~s1on p~obably comes closer to being 
a Co!!!munity centre thaa the patrol post. Organizations such as 
women's clubs, Guides or Scouts are non existent. Some of the 
~eople are interested in sport, and it Is not uncommon for those 
from ne~rby villages to come onto the station at EMETI and play 
a :t"orm of aoccer. 



10. 

Two missions are currently opera.ting 

!his is situated near IOWA village, and bas be8J'l 
at its car~ent site sinca 1948" It is run by an elderly English 
couple, vb~ have been in -:-ne Bamtt as ussionaries since betore 
World War II, 8Dd is basical.lr a break~VQ' group troa ~ 
Unevangelizea Fields Mission at BALIHO, which holds ta!rl.T 
sillilar Christian precepts. Its "spher ot influence" is at~­
est at tho-e villages within close proximitt to it, thoagh ;t• . 
kDOvil thrOqghOut the Census Division. It is dittic t ~ t1D4 
&IJ1' groups Who identity themselves &.s Christians "1.tli this 
Mission most who do baTe anything to do with it \..ire atter 
mater1;! benetits. liven 1n this, aoae atartling ea••• ot non­
acoeptance ot the Kission.• a benetits occur. Quite recent]3, a 
man 418d at tmll Tillage! r be~ ill tor soae week•. Be 
choae ta retu. aedioal ad vblch vas about -half bcv.'a . 
traYel b7 aanoe •'ft7 rroa KtBIA. Thi• ,patrol encount·ered a oblld 
sattering trom raalriatrition sores at .Ml!AK&a village, about 
an hoar'• 'ftl;k trom the Mission, but no one bad flD1' int tion . 
ot tald.n« it there. The Mission does not appear to have much · 
more intl ce 11 overall, than any Earopean institution enj07s 
in this area. · 

The Seven Day Adventists are represented b7 a nat1Te 
pastor, who runs a small aid post-come-church at KUBllI. Intluance 
or thta Hiasion is very weak, even at KUBEAI, and it would be 
rairl~ sareto say that no one abides by its religiou teachings. 
This is becaus& or the dietary restrictions imposed by those 
teachings, or coarse. 

There is no apparent con~lict between villages 
caused by differe~t religious beliefs. This is probably beccuse 
so few people take any ot the Missions' teachings seriously. ___ .. 

(b) The Bruna Ri~er ission provides the following ser-
vices. A sm&il trade store, an aid post, a school, and a -small 
hospital now staffed by an Australian nurse. There e ''•• eight 
native teachers, four ~r whom come from the Upper Damu Cens!lS 
Division. It also employs a Medical Orderly, and from time to 
time, labourera, as work necessitating them becomes &vallable. 

Th& Seven Day Adventist out-post at KuBEAI is staffed 
by a native rr0m the ORIOMO area, at present. The aid-po t is 
+.he Ol'J.ly defio.1 te ~erviee provided. There is a vague sJ.oey- about 
the skippGr of the Mission vesse1 1 the M.V. Light, wanting to 
start trading 1n crocodile skins rrom his boat, but these are 
unsubstant~ated rumours. 

(c) General~y, the people regard the Missions as con-
v~nier1ces to be used if desired. Spi~i tual gains bare:!.y enter 
into their thoug~~s of the advantages of having Missionaries. 
They, particular!) the Bamu River Mission, would be missev if 
the~' were taken from tb.e areal but almost completely bec-ause 
of the loss of material benef ts. 

the two. 

M 
The Bamu Riv~r Hission is the most inf~ntJ.al of 



11. 

(a) M 1·: SENIOJl or KOll operate a trad: i'tOr• 
at BMBTI, and the SUIDDS ot the Bama ftiver Mission operate 
a nailer one at .,.,, the Misnon. !hea• are the nl7: ooaer­
cial establlshilents in · " area. Itinerant expatriate tr.ters 
conduct general trading usiness from boats 1 troa time to time, 
but are ba:rdl7 ~et enough to be callea ntabl1she4. 

(b) The trade store at' the Bama r~ver llission .. ,loya 
no naUTea, and is hardl.J' big enough to 4o so. The store at 
EMB!I is 11anaged b7 a nr··1ve, bat be is not an '~nbabitmt ot 
the area. On• laboare:r ia peranentl.7;" .aploJ.'ed. J1J' s , 
an4 oth r• are -.ten cm hen work 11 &Y.ailabli. ~4' a ~··· 
this •tore probably •Pl07• a •l• ·ot thl'ee or ar lao­
o arers ann11all.7 

(d) Ro tu.rtber epplicable 

J. 

(a) 

There are no roads in the Census Divis1an oa~ 
able or being usad by wheeled vehicles. Valk1~ ck• lin 
the :following: 

GARU 
!OWA 
GAGO RO 
IOWA 
SI PO I 
DJ'lf.&ME 
1\EBISA 
KUBBAI 

to 
" .. 
• 
" 
" " " 

A.RAG! (Lo~er B itt Censu3 D1·1s1on.) 
BMITI 
JmP!TI 
The B~u River Missio • 
SEREGO (GOGODAli Bast Census Division) 
BBBISA 
The Gama and Taurama River areas. 
The Taurama River. 

As long as villag~s remain on the rivers, and 
are not moved to the bush, they are ac~bssible by various types 
of boat~, so there is no great naad for roads. Sven it the sit­
iation ose whereby they bees.me necessal'J', they would be almost 
impossible to cons~ruet 9 because of the svamp1 terrain. 

{b) §Y. 

Two small wharves exist at EMETI one privately, 
and the other, AdministTation own~d. The river ls tida , and 
these wharves can only safely be used at high tide. There is 



(c) A,~ 

IOWA: 

DIVA.MB: 

OQAR PAW · 
:loaar• GOIVS 
B&VIRO TUllI 

~Oll . IllAU 
.lBUIA JW:IMU 
GOGtBA BATAVI 
ADAU UHIWA 
~ow.um~ 

As is to be expected, t 1e Soathern110•t Tillag s 
have the bulk or the technically sld.lled population. 

L. THI St.AQE Ql PQLITICjL DEJILO.Pt:JMt 

The people have ver'J' limited concepts ot the polit­
icel machinery or this cotmtry. The 'Govarnmen1:11 to t s the 
Patrol Oft1cer at BMBTI, and the sistant D strict Colllissioner 
at BlLDiO. !he name "House or J.ss91'!bb'" i not antaaillar, poss­
ibl.7 bees.use or D.I.B.s. broadcasts, but no real concept or its 
functions is eld. (One notion wa that "it looked after Local 
Government Councils.") Thei~ idea of the GovGrnment is that it 
1 s a bod1' wh1 eh tells them ·.that to do, sometimes punishes th• 
if they don't, and generally keeps tnem in line. It bas pro­
vided a sort of secu. ... 1 t".f, and not much else. In the immediate 
area, they have no other representatives or the Governmen than 
this department, yet, even this inadequate situation is apparently 



The following numbers of coconut palms are f 1:>un 

TILLAGI 
WARBBO 
PAdIEME 
BEBISA 
KUR IA 
~u 
IOWA 
Gt GORO & MATAKAIA 
SIPOI 
DI AME 
KUBBAI 

No. of TJUm§ 
47 
4o 

~l 
3·: 

106 
3 

4o 
4o 
35 

A'JB 

2-3 yrs 
2-3 yrs 
2-3 yrs 

10-15 yrs 
4 yrs 

10-20 yrs 
~~ y~ s 

2-3 yrs 
2-3 yrs 
2-3 yrs 

Ther.,t.Jire small isolated groups of trees through­
out the area, but--Pi-obably do not make up a sufflcient number 
to alter the economic potential much. Copra is not produced, 
the nuts being used for rood only. The age~ of the tree~ given 
in the list above are my own estimations, which may not be 
accurate. 



Jft:agf A/.C 
027243 
0272~ , 2!/2 -
02981, 

• 02723 
0272~ • 02,.._ 

PABIIMB 033 'l • 0330; • 
DIWAMB 0330g{ 

.. 017§ 3 ADIBl 

.. 029 10 MI 11 

" 
029805 SilPBll 

" 
c29806 Glil 

KUBBAI 
029807 BDI 

" 
02724~ BtlliKBI 

" 
029825 MAI SB 

.. 027235 BOSII 
rt 

029820 SIWAGU 

" 
027229 BOKBI 

" 
027237 NENAMO 

" 
0272~6 AISOMI 

" 
0272 1 AUGI 

" 
02724o BINBI 
027230 StMIRI 
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SI PO I 017565 BAGORLI 0.70 
017~66 MUSIAL! o.45 " Y.OISO 4.oo GAGOIO 029 ~6 

KAUI3U 4.00 • 027233 
WAiltB 1 .10 n 029812 

" 029813 TOI'O 15.00 
It S ohool Book No. ~4 EW S 0•10 
• s.2§6 GAFORO oc:ETY 4.-91 

M.i.UKAIJ. 029 22 KOGU 1.00 
9>+51 TAUAI Oc 21 .. 

1.lt3 " 9901+ IOMIRI 
" 027246 IMA.LAU 1. '° 

GA.RU 8929 GARAMO 0.15 
~TJRIA 029808 BTAI o.oo 

• s.168o KURIA SOCIETY 107.90 .. 23310 KEBu"LE 0.10 
IOWA 127226 IAGI 16.90 
. " 033063 ABUNO 39.00 

t1 033o62 KOMA 29.60 .. 03306o ADAU 43.i;o 
" 02722.8 KENUB 0.20 ,. 

32239 URTJKOI 0.11 
" 1017? KlNIWA 2.63 
t 16453 nmu 80.10 
" 23312 . DOKE o.4-0 

s.1679 IOWA SOCIETY 162. 58 
:CQ:ta.1: aai.~ 

(1) Tax has not been collected in this ~rea. 

(j) From the rore~oing 1nformat10~, I calculat~ 
the ave.rage -pe:r capita in coma as being: -4. 84. The vill3g(•s 
abOve the .~ unctior. or. the Wavo1 and Bamu Bi vers probabli.' 
earn iDOre than those below, s crocodiles arc -ore plr~tiful 
further up. This figure seems too high, but there is no way 
at present or obtaining more detailed information. -~.81+ is 
mo~e than doable t e per capit~ income in the neighbouring 
Census Divisions of . the Lower Ba~a and Ga.ma River. 

(k) Marketing facilities for local produce exist at 
Mr SENIOR's Store at ~TI.· At present, this store buys croc­
odile &kins, and copra. 

(N) POSSIBIL!TII~ O~ IXPAND~NG THE ECONOMt 
V(¥ 

(a) The acre ge of land suitable for palnting 
coconut palms is vast though difficnlt to estimate, because 
it is interspersed vith un-mapped swamps. Still, if on l y twenty 
square miles of the Census D1~1sion are suitable, (a conser­
va·ave estimate) this means somP 96,800 acres could be pl-lnted, 
far more than would be needed to supplv a reasonable incoce 
for this populr..tion. · 

(b) Market gardening could be increas~d. Jone of 
the villages are subjectea. to tidal inundation, normally. 
Europ an vegetables grow quit~ well on th~ station, and I 
should think that any vegetable 0r fruit that otherwise gro~~ 
in the Tropics would f!-row h~re. ~alsing enthusiazm among 'the 
people for ~uch a .roject mig~t prove difficult. 
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(c) Est nblis u.en t s which emp loy .... boure_s in t h 
area ~re doing s pretty rell to t hei r l i m t. Even t , .. e smc 11 
amount o l abou:e:rs empl 0d J.o no·~ corn , ain v fro ..: the 
Up ver Bamu . en ~ us Di is ion. Except f or t.r ::? tl111e :!he 1 A P. C • 
operate ir:i. t he are .. t l o CPnsuq Div .~. ~ on hns riot ·>E' nn c 

source of l abo '. ' conrpar ~ t ·) n.~ gn oou i ng are ,g I Consir'?-r ns 
t· e n~gligible m0unt -;f . lant ing coin? on :it pre sen+: - -
crs could be rec~uited on a ~uch larger sv te, yet S1il 
leav·e enoue h peop~e to increa ~ e pla .. i ving q1.1· te ... anta t i cally . 

(d) Cash crops ~ uch as rubber oco , coff_ , tc. 
would be har put to succeed ere, e7en ir the 1 A.S suit­
able, ~omet.r_; ng whi ri.1 1. kaow insufficient al:>ont .., comnvmt o 
The people J iv~ a lmf'ettled rway of l:i , constantly tre.vellin 
hetween the r vj. la . e site , hunting pale s, and sago ati1ering 
pl~ces. Lny c ops h., eh r~quire a rca sonetble amotmt of c ... re, 
would ther ro~e su.ffer. 

Timbe . , both h rd ~ so twoo1 ~ , exis t s i r. t he 
area, but whether in quantities sui'r~ , e~t for haking · succ­
essful incust:--y uould besom .thing on officer with knowledge 
_f th~ timber industry should check. 

I oubt that any new r ops i n the ~~ea would 
ha7e much chance of succesg, as the s. tuatio now ·•Jc> Croc-
o lle skins have previously :-;uppl d the m in t!I' "e o-r cc..sh, 
and cropping has never been necessarye The ioost hopefttl crop 
rem ins coconuts ; the people are riuite capahll"'I of planting 
many !!lO e than th97 have, the soil vil c:;upport tn t"' ee~, 
they require little ~ar~ 1 and .... here a:?"e marketin~ a dl i es 
available for copra wlt~n t e Census Ji ision. 

(c) Qiiite possthly, schemes er p o g!9amme wou..l'~ 
lo e m et. ·..>f tileir lus~re when i ~ b "'il c apJJarent that they 
involv ... d •:hard. w<..:, rk." ThE'~ ,;,.ncone f ..-·om crocodile $k:lns ._,.,-; 
oe ~n r erived 81togeth ~ r t oo easi :y t o ~ nditior- the people 

sustain ed and la-gely unj.nter s t l.:ig la1'our. As .:ltat c i n 
Subse ct!on d) 1 ~he p~ople Hre ~ nme 1hat 1 settled, nd if 
;:i. 1y pr ogramrn . t o uxpa.nd he e conom.v Lad to al ~ r chi the 
enthus~ o.sru rculd prob.1b 1 y be 1 .c1d.n t'O. 

r~a . 

t o e-1 



• 

.. ,, 
I I• 

a Council started. Probably i if a Council ~as "thrust upon 
them;.' so to speak, they wou..d accept it wj th the same at'ti t­
ude they have accepte othr.r Government schemes, but most 
likely with a 11 ttle more er1t!1usia.sm; at least initially. 

Concludine, tr~ people's attitude towards 
Lo ct:tl Government cnn be sa.id to be favour able, to all out­
ward ppearances. This attitude lacks depth, howev~r, FLnd 
whe~ the hard work ~nvooed became obvious, and the appeal 
~-r no,ral ty wore off 1 they would likely lose a lot of intere!-;t. 

least they do not have the wholly negative and t.mapproach· 
able ~ttitude which ~ome of their neighbours enjoy. 

P. ATTITt.l!)E TOWARDS THE c..;:rr"'RAL GOVERlfMJ§NT. 

Again, this is covered by the Pol 
of the Situation Report. 

Theit- att~tude is similar to the neighbouring 
Cens s Divisions, in that they don•t -think of the "Government 
any more tr..an on Patrol Post, or perhaps Sub-District 1 el. 
They know the House of Assembly exists, they may even have a 
vagu~ notion that it is inr lved somehow in the set up of the 
**Gove·.rrunent", simply bec~use they have been told it has but 
the( fail to r~alise ,ow it applies to the~. The thought that 
they could use their Member of the House of AssemblY to have 
a say in the government would never occnr to them. The "Govern­
me t" is just som~thing to be obeyed, and to bring troubles 
to, ·co hB.ve sorted ":>ut. Hc··"ever, although the people have 
similar concepts of the Government to their neighbours, their 
attitude differs !.n that they show none of the diso ntentment 
common in other parts of the E1mu.. This simple system where-
by they dvn't have to no anything much but obey t "kiap1 tt 

vho will in turn sort out and so~ve their worries, is quite 
satL;fying to them. 

0. ACCOMMODATI01' SER'£! ,ES, FACII,ITlf-1 
• 

There a~e no hote:s 1 Guest Ho~ses, SArvic 
Sta.tions or. si .il~!' f3.cllities ln the area. The Patrol 
Po~;t at EMETI and ~he Bamu ruver Mission can put up small 
numberB of visitors for short durations .. The Bamu iver 
Hi~; sion could probably !'rovide wi:>rksh~ facilities, of a 
min.c:r na.tH-ne , frr rlll'"1ing repairs to outboard motors, etc. 
Fw~l . boch etrol and ie~ line , G.ati generalJ , be purchased 
at Mr ~ENIOPts tore at ~ JTI 





OF PAPUA AND 





o.c. 
K.~. R •• Diamond, 
Cadet. P~troi Officer, 
Baae Camp, 

I. 
estern D1 ... ,trlct . 

17t April, 19 9. 

Fie•le~ note ·~ t pcli t i c l eduoati · i U.Jt be a oon~ 
tinu.1 process 1 11 . I. 1 tu U n i i.h t h e mphasis on he 
dvant ge.1 ot nt'\ ior <: 1 un..:. y . 
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RIPQU No. EME'lI No. 616 -69 

SJJB-DISAJlIC%~ BALIMO. 

COTJICIL. Non-Council area. 

,UfQ PA'D\OLI.;;p. 

Robert Mac Diamond. 

Patrol O:+-'f:icer. 

Parts ot the Upper Baau, Lover h. a, and 

Gama River Census Divisions. 

6/2/69 to 

....-...~~~~-----~~.&&m,::~...;,;:P:.c;,,..TR~Qle..,.• - 10/12/68 to 3/1/69 -

Up er B ,, 9/11/68 \o 

2/12/68 - I.Ow r Bama, 

7/12/68 '° 11/12/68 -

Ga1.1a Ii.i. vet·. 

(1) To "fo_iow up" the recent 

patrol to the Upper Baaci. 

(11) 

possjb111ty or appointin.c a v.c. 
(iii) Time pennttin , to 1nvestlg 

the track connecting the Upper 

Bnmu and Ga.ml\ Rivers. 

TOTAL ?QPULATION OF ABEA PATROLI,sp. 335 (Exel. KOWALASI ) 

See map attach~d. 

A v.r.R. for the KO ALAS! people, 

suit bl.v. ncted, is att&ched, fnr 

general interest. 

--..OOO-



Report of E1 E'TI Patrol. :10, 6/68-62. 

,PATROL DIARY· 
6/2./69: Departed EM TI 1100 in M.V. Maw~, hAad d up Bamu River, 
arriving BEBISA Villagf, 16oo. Appointed ne\ol Villa e _,o stable. 
Spoke with people ahont their wish to move to new sit•: tn 
avoid sorcery threats. Slept BEBISA. 

712169: Departed BEBISA 0700, arriving KU EAI 1230. Most people 
absent, but returned from bush later in the afternoon. Ta.l.ked 
with one villager ~he> wishes to start a small trade st~re. Spoke 
to yomig me~ about posslble chance for th9m at Boys' Voc tional 
Schoo11 bALIMO, Tried to fi"ld out a little more about journey 
to KO ALA I people further up the Bamu Rivor. Slo. t KUB&AI. 

8/2/69: Departe KUBEl..1 630 w1 th Villa.be Constable wl-10 is 
supposed to kno a 11 ttle cf the KO.fALA ... )I language. '-rav lled 
up-river until 1 00 a"l.d set up ~run~ well above top .. most rig 
site. Plenty of sen! banks with turtle eggs \>n this stretch of 
the river. River swift, b11t not too many SLags. One log j 
encountered, vh. h as cleared with a fe~' minutes work. 

912169: Departed C'" 1p ..>ite 0630 7 arriving KO"·! I.1\SI vtll&r,e s-t ce 
1 200. Temporary v l la e only, but s ubst[t.rit1al rest house had 
been built. t>hort tallt 1-11 tr. people about other villaga"' furth~r. 
up the Bamu, and aboat +;heir futcr int~ntions. Slept a't villae:e. 

10/2/69: 0630 - 0700, brief c3~sus of all present. 0715 art­
ed downstream, A.r't"iving Rig Slte 1 at 1130 • . uick ·nspe1.;tio.n 
of site. Some Marsden matting in reasonable condition, but 
Mawa incapabJ e of carrying ~iything away. Departed Rig Site 1 
1215, arriving KUBEAI 1700. PickP.d eight c rrier~ fo~ comin~ 
walk through to G~ m River Slept [ EA.I. 

11/2/69: Departed KUBEAI 0720, arriving EBISA 1130,. pushing 
incoming tide e1iring last two hour~. Unloaded eq rlpment nec~s::;­
ar; for wd.lk, aJ d sent f. V. M wa on to EMETl and the Grun.a. Fo1ma 
out little mo;·e on the w1lk to the Gam River. Int~rpreter 
BATA.NU reported 111 and possibly t..mable to ccompo.ny thH p ·:rol 
any further. Slept EBISA. 

12/?_/69: BATA1 C given suffi cient rorcY o h .. re s.r oe to trans­
port him back to EMETI. o64Ci s ta: ';ed following ill- cfine .. tra .k 
through ?J .. ter-110. ting sago swamp[ and steep, low ri r.es, until 
1300 when the at:"0l reached a lar e -E't'~r·A bu .. ,1 hous • Sw 
small, but difficul~ to cros s , and the ridges ovcrad in de 
~apling-like forest 1 i th many ... ,. ne tangles. Men.r laechas. 

13/2/69: D~parte .. hnsh !L ns'? 061 5. >:>hort W::ilk unt:l.l o0 oo ·o 
small er · .. w .. th cnno~ nl ce. FBo c se about akin

0 
cnnoe 

paddles, c d thos 0 accomyan· ing o~trol rther, prep red sa o. 
Const. 1/ J AIA report:5 lnfectAd ... cot. oo SOI" t(") ret1lrn tc 
REBI A? o 0.ec .ded he murt acco'n an;r p rol to id '.)Ost in ' n • 
Slept _n bush. 

11+/2/6 Dep~rted : 
through w etl choked . 
clearer. Creek bec~m~ 
similar to 3ALD 0, bu wi tL 
Acconp .ying guide admltter 
o 1ea drrtinage chanJ1el w j eh -ia .... s ~"' r- os0 

everaJ small houE"es ~n same, i th 11.r ,, 
but no peo ~ le. Rested unti 1 lt r • . ooui; 





This w s a P::t ..... :i;ol to tre Upper Bn.r:m, Lower Bamu, 
and l.13.111::-., River Ce:Js 145 Divisions. Its main ai. s were: 

( .. ) 1•0 u fo .low u n the r Ct: 1,t census p~ trol to tne Upper 
Be.mu Census D:tvision.. 

{ii) I""' '!)ossibl ., to lo ate th '"' i~C1·JA SI peop e and review 
th ir po sitj n . tth regard t girin them a 11llage c.nstable. 

( ili) ~h e per.ii tting to lnves~igate the walking tr.ac1: 
bE?t re en BEiJISA Vil cr.age and the G .a ivcr<> 

rl'bP!.~e ai ~ wer1::> accomplished, antl othfrr. m .).. ers of 
" . outine natur~ were att ?'lded , ac they arose. 

nother d y or two spen in tle Gama c u.lj have 
ful, as there re eh.an.; s taki pl ce there (D;ic-
tne report) .~h bear in estigating. · .fo~t ately, 

Gome infection had atta~ ed the ac~ompe.nying Constabl~'s r ot, 
and it w s deemed s<?~t to r~turn to EMETI for edi~a- i • 
T?urthor, the ~erprete!' tt...ad: . ...,een fo ced to wi thdra fr0m t e 
na ·.ro .. some da ·s earlie i so diffi~ lty in communica.tj.ng was 

roving a proble .• Brief y, it eeems some change of ttitu~e 
towcrd Loc~l Government ma be oc urr1 g, and that a spl_t 
\orth!n the Cama bec-:i1·s e l. th., s, is cibout to come about, 

vol,r: ng the re-loc~ n of several villages in the swamp 
nt the he d of the Gama Ri e~. 

Al though tne p t ·1 pas ed ·through the Lower Bamu 
CY~sus D1v1~1on! that wa vi~tual y Rll it did, so little or 
VL.J..lle was gainGd from our 'O"\" :it of .. view, r theirs. 

Muc of tr.e p trol a3 tat e u.p wi "h travelllne, 
and .ith respect f to ti'le o "'f:.Y from the Bamu to the Gama 
. 1 ve:r s::> it sho ulc1 have been. Ho r ·ver, the 1. V. faw is 
slo ' , none to" powe~f vessel~ ·o considerable time as used 
~us t t o.vclling bet 1eeu 1 • lape.H This h in virtually the only· 

mt1t rised water transnc.L·t n the 15 1 b-DJ.. rict, it a.n o ly be 
sed bv 'ETI ~or s L.ort eriods, so tl (\ t · e 1 s ' in trav - :1.ng 

Cb...rmot ade 1 ·t. ly be c0,nens ted f.o~ ~Ye tr vie eing spent 
· n thP vi l 1ge3. 

l.nt~ 
ng 
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1. "FOLLQW UPtt "ATROL TO ID:fETI ~·o, 5168-69, 

All the villages on the Upper Bainu River (HARE,10, 
KUBEAI & BEDISA) v~sited last December were v1 ited agS..:n by 
this patrol. .one of tt a villages had Ally prob 1.ems necessitating 
pr:.trolling them so svon after the 1'4St IJO.t oli but not to 
take advantage of the oppotunity to do o whi e headlng up 
to the KO.TALAS! people would have been wasteful, as th next 
visit to the area may be some time in the futlll'G. 

The peopl~ ~qd no warning or the patrol's arrival ~ 
so many were absent from their v).llages at the time. The ms.in 
~0ints to note ar~: 

BEBISA. 

(a) The Village Constable had_Q.j.pd dui·ing the prev1 
month. A naw one, MOIBft DURAvx;n:>iii~ng-approval trom Beadq 
ers. IIs admits to having been convicted at POl'l' MORESBY tor 
~ssault during 1965-66. However, many Vill&g• Consta les in this 
area h,"'ve been convicted 1·or assault while actuall holding 
that office, and have not had their career terminated, so it 
wou..li seem unfair to disqualify him entirely because of this. 
Durirg th~ sectlon of the walk to the Ga.t~a River that he acc­
omps· . ...ied this patrol, he proved quite efficient. 

It he is not considered sui~able for the ob, BEBIS& 
may be without n Villa Constable for some time, as o one 
else will presently have anything to do witl the J?O&ition, 
bec3use of the attacks ~f sorcery that officer ~ . invariaD~ 
subjected tu. 

(b) The p o~le o' BEBISA are cons 1ng DldviJig their. 
village to a new site, ··- her in the bu~h near he top of _lie 
GB.Ml swamp, or up near W .t:;HO and KUBE! I. Tr.de 1!' alleged~ be­
cause of fears of orcer-y whi eh they f ,:)o,l · ~e cc.using their 
populat1~n to be drastically reduced. opulation 1gures for 
recent years are as follows: 

Year 
Tt1tal Population 
T.P. e~cl. absentves 

~;9 60 63 6l; 65 1 1-tar) 
I/.£ IOI 70 61 6/ 

106 l{).tl ,9 76 5'1 

65' (Nov) 
71 
14 

68 
,6 

'~ 
After 1960, BEBISA cease'i .. o t°'e ad.e up of three hat!!let , and· 
many p~ople apparent. y fel:i in· o other census group .... Deaths 
recordeJ for those ce11suses Rrfl respectively: 7, 7, 20

7 
?, o, 

0, and 3. 

Ana~t froCT the odd fip r~ s for 1963, the death rate 
does not seem to be climbing at an al rming rate, which the 
peopl~•s concern indico.tes should exist. These figures are 
only ~ '3 rPli ble ~ the infor;riation use,i to compile them, bllt 
th~y s1u~,.d be sufficient or gi.ving an iniic~tion of the 
pos i.-cion. 

There may c fears of sorcery ~n this . e ire to move, 
but ... t is possible that the villagers are .3Uccumbiug to t ltl 
semi-noroa ic wo.ys. '! ' .ey used to move aro,md quite frequen ly ln 
the recent pAst. Perhaps they f a:t some good reason shoul be 
~iven to the "government," and, in this area, sorcecy is suffic·· 
ient reason for doing alm t anythi g. Fear of sorcery s strong 
enout. l: -tJo c •1se a hole vi l lage to move, L L·t in this case the 



figures inuicate that some other reason exists. At least, 
'- indicate that what the people say they are moving for, i s 

correct. 

Obviously, if they move into the bush it ill 
prove disadvDntageous from an Administ ative point of view, 
although not hopeless. They would really only be one day's 
walk from their present site, and the road to them could be im­
p~oved. If the village movos up near KUBEAI and WAREHOi it 
will make things a little more inconve ient for the~se v!sJ. in 
that th'1 are that much furti1er f1·om the trade store at g;-.4~ J. 
They c uld still be reac..ed by mos~ boat~ in one day from 
EME'TI. 

A fa~t wbich belies thair tated 1 t ntion to move 
is the new7 well constructed wharf the. hlive built at their p 
present site during the past f v weo~s. During De~e 7 er 1 st 
year the M.V. Emerald became stranded on the bank et BEBISA, 
after the tide went out. The people hav built this ~sarf to 
avoid sach incidents occurring again~ as boats can no dock 
in deep water. This wa built entire on their own .r!.itia~ ve, 
no one having asked them to do any work of a like nature. 

~UBEAI. 

(a) During the census p trol to t!is area in ~ember, 
a member of KUBEAI Village approached me ·~1 t regard to o~~tlin-
i g permission to start a sm:1ll traf e store. He has about 00.00 
1 a S\rings bank account. hile not forb '.dding him starting 
such fi venture I did point out that sue?·: ., business wou.ld 
almost. cer ·ai 1 fail, as he is too far ~.i.'e;m EMETI ·~o receive 
the constant assistance bie wo· ld almost definitely need. The 
men is o1'vio ly keen to do somethinf; worthwhile with r'1s 
savings, and '-; li.11l a.11 for this, but I .:i.wn not going to c.ondone 
a scheme ir-. wh eh the likeli~ood of succe·s is virtually nil. 
To do St) would .,:-obably cause 111 feeling towards the Administ­
ration when the business failed, and the money was l e ·t . Never­
theless> thought is b j,ng gi Ve"' to the problem, with view to 
finding so~ething havlng a greater chance of suceess. If the 
man fir.1.n.lly decides he Wcu"'lt s to start :3_ trade ~tore. despito - -
the risl_, all possible i.qlp will be giv,.,n him fror.i thL,, qt1arte 

Little elce that .h8ct not been repor":ed in EMETI 
ro. 5/6 -69 occurred or was noted durjng his section o .he 
patrol. Little was expected to(: it was merely a cnri.r"JP.ient 
or.por'tunity to "sho the flag. : 

2. KOWALASI (DU' AMI-N) PEOPI.aE. 
; 

The people of KUBEAI recently ~ fo ce 
EHETI that th~ KOWALASI ( hl therto gei1er lly ref err o s 
DU'AMIN but the people themselves ~ish to be c lled - . ·; _r !\..,I) 
peonl~ ~~d moved down from their old villa0 e, IR~s, to ~ ~olnt 
_1ot far o.bcve .r\l'.:3EAI. No attempt was· made 111st Dece"lber tc !*P~c ... 
them, as the river was too .<>hallow for "t;he ~· • ! • E""!er:r.... t0 ro­
ce d fur # er, in :iafety. This time, vi th rain in. the :"' savi 
Ji"oothills, the i ver was ich deeper, net t~.:.at it ma t:J!' d. 
too r:11.1ch, as tt3 · .. . V. l·'a'W'a draws ·ornetili:lg less than t . .;o f ( L 
The new KO./ALASI Villa e was located bo t · ~ - n.nd . h lf 

hove t'TBEAI, on the /e.: tern bat!l4<. - lon . thu w :y, re n . _ro:.·s 
small bush h~ts , u ~d b:( tr1.vellers nl j ('.' bet ·r0 en · ~ qE.. : ~" <!. 
.."OBA , (.this ne.; rillagE·; a jo u ney sai t take fo Gr ria,ts by 
canoe. , A few miles below the villa _ · s a la! _, , . · f!hn ~ .. , ~ 0 

1 about ~hree month old. 

though 
eotle 

s1 n w 

n:-evi'Jus 
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..... display much concern a· havL1e what is supposed to be their 
second patrol actually contact them. A brief description of 
various aspects follows: 

(a) JiOUSING. 

Housing appeared to be split up in o those for 
families, and one for single men. l· ost are :."air'...y rou :_ ly 
constructed af1'airs. The rest house(ThG K'tJE:ilI people told tl em 
to b~ild a rest house) !as the exception to this, being quite 
well constructed. This is supposed to be or1y a temporary site, 
and the people plan to build a long house Lown near the prev­
iously mentioned banana garden7 at a site ~alled SUBIANO, in 
the near futur 0 • As they seem to be copying the Upper Bamu 
people in an atte pt to wh&t t1ey consider imp ve their stan­
dards, this may nAver come ~bo llt, as the Uppc!" Bamu has long 
since dis ea:.. ded long ho uses. If thei.,. pre .sen site is only 
tempo:.""ary, the hou~0~ are adeq ua.tec 

(b) CLOTRING. 

Apart from one or twc cas~o~ary quills looped 
tthrou~h the odd few ears, little traditional style of clothing 
r ains. The men, wom · and ctildren all wore European clothing, 
mostly in good condition. The women pro·. ably revert to tradition­
al or "second best" clothint for e"v ryday use, as 1 t would b -
lmpossible for them to keep their clothing 1n the ccndition it 
was, if they wore tt every day. Already the people ha.ve adopted 
the attitude of ~nickcring and giggling at the thought of people 
~earing ot ~r than European habilement. It~as difficult to 
get them to describe what their traditiona dress wasi even thougn 
soMe were Wbaring it as recently as 1Qh7. o one cou d br..ng 
an example of traditional dress. The l~terpreter claims it vas 
a fror.t and rear covering or woven b:~k rope, hanging down to 
almost kne · ~evel. . 

( c) EURO PTMN IMPIJQ ralrT S. 

There ar many European implements, ranging from 
knives and dishes, to axes and shov~ls, bought from the trad~ 
store at EME'l'I. No tx-aditicnal sto11e implementJ exist, they are 
suppo~ed to ha ~ been left behind at IRIE, up the Bamu. ~he~e 
were even many old arrows wit knife blade tips, indicating 
ste€1 is no novelty. It almos seems that they regard any 
rnaterir 1 t:radi tional thing s inff~rior, and are discardj ng them 
rapidly, to cat eh up with i:heir amu nei hbours . 

( d) POPULA ·~i.Qli. 

A cens ·s vas MRde of t h e people in thP vill ge 
and for intBrest's sake, c. Village Fopula.tion Regtster is att­
a ched. The population .'s orobably larger than this, by about 
t n people, as some were a ray at the time, 't ms lRter 11sclosed. 

~· ~ re are three other villaces of KOW~~LA. rH pcopl J• 
BAI.>AH, :9 S SJ.., ~n cl l v~ TU-.:; U. The l tter is supposed to be tn one 
c f KIKORI \ s cens•.: divi~ions, thciugh does not ppear IU1.der 
thst name in the 'I ~ lage Di ecto . • LADA"~ i .s s t pposc tu be 
a bout the same si ~e a s tht s .u up, and · s five U.ays by canoe 
abo"re t . is sl tee. Br ' SI is ten c~19. rs up t· e Ba.mu, ~nd is ·uppo ed 

o nwnber onl about ten peo. l •~ , b ·:ng sn · nt:er group o 
BioASl. It is claimed tr t t . eopl of BADAH and BISASI rill 
bA joinin t hesg ~2ople hey ~ajr t jus n-



~ 
./ . 

:...... ~1 vilise a.s thl..., lot, though 1.. t i . .: just possible- t la.t the 
~eopl don• t like to , dmi t hav ·' t'\ ': "primitive 11 kinf olk, 3 
they appear to te an~ious to have litt:e ~o do wi.th their 

wn traditioilB.l things. 

( e) ~OHMl1NI C~'.l.ONS ~ 

Many of the peo le can ::pea. Mocu now so althoubh 
cvm.'l'lunicatio11s are di.fficult, they nre not impo3sibie. The 
Village Constable o.e K TBEAI 1.,;lA.tms topnderstand ':iome of the 
KO~ALASI di lect, ut more information was obtaine by the use 
of Mo~' than , his efforts. 

( f) GENERAL· 

The people still appa.ren ly have cl·n , and the 
following sroail a.rn•.Hmt c inform0.t.;.on with regard to same was 
obtained• 

i. Names of Clans'" Kosua Cassowary), M61 (Cane), Meli ( Sago) 
These a e ex">gamcus , and chih1.r- en belong to their father• s 
clan. Chiljren are forM dden to M~rry lnto their mother• s clan • 
• ules pertain1nr; to cl~ms aro said to still .., obeyed. 

ii .. The KO~URA peo le, to t '·est, '3.re snld to havP t e same 
clann, even thuug. the~ are a · different people. Th r ~anguage 
iz widerstood to a limited d gree .Jy the K11 I LAST . 

Trad_ 4;ionci 1 ei10mi es of he KOflA::::.ASI nre the KOBAuI. 
No one was too certain w!1ere tl1_ese . ive, possibly the areas at 
the top of the Taura.ma o'r th:--.: dj.md R vers. ro one ea.~ rcmemb~J 
havine s .an a fight .rith thic; group. (As was ob~crved by Mr R. 

Pndolph dur·i , nis 1967 patrol, t .e lack of old men is unu~ual.) 

ome !:ffTALA.J' ueo"Jlc h ve been t:o KIKOR! and BALIMO, 
not to mt3ut:.-.on EME'!'I. They . e"),..d f the f ..i.I'.'st two laces initially 
and used to sell t·1eir cr:>t::.) 1Jl le s t.ns th· re .. After the patrol 
of 1967, they becai1e R ~custor:ie tr-, Ervih .. ~I, and hn.ve mo ed to thei 
present site to ~c clos~r to Lt . Apvare1tl7 they have been ~n 
the station several tines, :itrl.0 11t ru: one telling th0 OI , as 
the ,:;tatio ne!'s0nnel fl:> >nPe.C" c<.msicier :hem an unusne.1 sight, 
Ther~ ls :.--ooe ;;o ::;sj i.Ll t.. tna. t I"JAJ. u1i1.! will come .:;o tr., B mu 
soon, as its present ~i~e i; consi ered too f~r froCT KI~O I. 

As an :11<1 . c"lt.Lon of their rapid atloptior. oft Ba.mu 
ays , one could de~ rib~ the.Lr chu.ng of .... .anoes . During 196. , 

they had an un su:1.l 1 fish-t il'' ::;1..yle of' cano .., fow , they have 
totally disc r<led this, ~ . have ~'"1 icr the u 1 ~ !3amtt style , 
r urpo tedly ecaus tL .c:1 r-e e--i':>i •r to a d_e . ·o..\. a tr ce "­
the olG. scyle J"erlair. 1 

The food si uation ln their rew .rea 8 gnod . 
,. ar t ... ro~ th_ir n t yet m:: t re b'th·-i.n::, [">ardons, they n.re ~bt i n·· 
ing frotil t)ie st rowLing r.rea: ~ "leo, ,11::;h c· bb3.r; e., pi ea'Dples , 
s reet pate.to ?) , sn ·ar c~n; pig, cA.s sownry and .:.sl ·. To 

i:·o pean f od.s u "fs ·-rc"l"e ho s• c · n;; -4 l ei di ~t !" t thi 3 
bttt th n v.1 e ~P!'t. in]y ':nor.,· nu1., t~ .. n, n11d 
tLer a s nove l cy ·.r'1e thev co, c to E . ......,. I . 

tl · ir 
etti g 

o c , n "1. i n "L .:.1 



He ently, t} e V lllage Cons ta ··)le 1 ro _·tmEAI com­
plal ned to thP. OTC EHETI tha t the KO.I. LASI people w .... rent t 
obeying his commands. (A r;uty "."'lurportedly given t0 l:im a . ter 
the 1967 patrol as to "loo?· fter'' the 1:01 /AT.1.A 3I p:otile.) 
One of the ma1n rct. ' '1S this p trol visi tcd the LO' 'A · ·A I .. ns 
to consider the po l litiGs of ~ppointing q Village Con. abl . 
of the.!. , own. I am avour of c.t0ing o, or the follo .fin 
reasons: 

i ""UBEAI 13 foQr d~.ys ~Y c1.rn~e, ".:\w=lY fr0m th:b nresent 
village site.., and t' e V' llag·S' Sonstabl , ix of :~ c::Jr:..A... c n:1ot 
hop., to h:1V9 much influence . ro .. that d stanc • 

v Tne Upper 3a u is •nrfor-pop iJ.a te· , anrl eY ~~he-e 

people wou.ld prove an as~et ·r adled tr 1 c 

vi '11here is a conslderable a . ount nf money hPld by 
this r,roup, and 1-:- is not impo~sible thrtt if left in charf.;e 
o them, the 'Gp po • Ba mu natives could contri ~1e some cher1•e. .o 

ke adv.ntage of this. 

The main reason I conQ"der a Villar:e Constable 
should be ppointed is (ii) above. There .:.s enough animosity 
between group'3 in this patrol post's ::i· -._.a as :t 1.s, rithout 
poss!bly enriend rirJ.g o ther 1·· ke si: uri tior. ~. 

I re co 1111end D-ABI .:\SABIA, a ma .. ·· adult of abo .. 1t 
(~5 .;·,,,;ars, foz- the posi . ion. Ris fathe was suoposed t ave ue&n 
a "big man" as a fi t lender, and it · s prob .blr: that <"Otn :f 
his re · pe(!t h:is bem. i · , .. i. ted by thi" son. ;: t len st, the P .op 1 

cem to t!1j nk so. DIABI is w:i.r ing t( take ti·1e job on, at!d ha~ 
r·udimetltaJ.·y knowledge of what it entail ... Some direct offici 1 

.liaison with th~ people is ob/ ously a'lvantu.reo11s. 

3. 'l1PJ1CK nETW .EH TLE UPPErl RAI,."U et. GA·r.A :UVZRS. 

hi.: tracY- was invosti., .ted y thi.s n~ trol, and !:' 

a day by day account of the jot1rney i ~ given be ow. 
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...,..is decorated w th th0 breast b0r1es o various blras. t each 
e-nd is a well c n ~ trucv c1 stairway, kept in lOOd epair. The 
~EBISA p o!°)le c q_1 m t ey bu.i 1 t thls ho se, \Thi eh is s perior 
to ,.. ythine theJ· have in their village, to A- fford protectiop 
from the ubu~Ci o::opl .• " 3ome people claim t.h~y have seen thes 
ttbush people, 11 otbers that i;hey only built the house ecar4.se 
their athers t ld t em out thes~ clan ,Gr o us pgople. ~ few 
tent so f3r as to state that th3y re known to live in the 
tops of trees, and are ~xture between huro:.:..ns ar.d s iri ts. 
It is j:..t.::>t possibl~ thnt :ie odd, isolatea family is li11ing in 
tl1e buc h, following .l :1oro tr . l tional way of life, but hardly 
like y tha~ definite u e ets of population, uncontacted by 
~ ha A~j u.;..stration, still exist in this rea. Such houses as 
this one , ere the normal dwellings during times gone by, except 
that the entr:ince vrs then i ...... ited to srn~11 hole in the w.~11-; 
'rnd "...his honse .is prob bly so "' sort of · .nr y over' from thos~ 
times. ·J:he . eo ... le b come e b rrassed whe.!.'1 tnlk~ -? about the~e 
"bush people," s i ~ they .~ r somewhat ash med at anyone dLc v­
ering tPey belie e in the stories f their fore-r~thers, 

13/2/69: rtnari... d the bush . ouse at 0615 , arri~ ing at a 
Sf'1Rll creek nnd ··noe Jl-:lce 1t nPoo. Th tr!lck p.!lssed tl rough 
one b.rge ~ago s ·amp, and ov r one steep ridge to reach this. 
At this ca:o~ lace are several rough dwelling~, all edly built 
by K AI peo ~ le who came throu h some e rs eo, in ·earch of 
crocodile s~ins. The patrr l s held up for the entire ay, as 
people pre'"'A-red paddles an( saeo for the cor;'ng tri through the 
swamp. ild pi aud c~ sowa_ry ar:? .qbundnnt he ..:. 

14/2/69: Departed in it CA.noes at 0700 , follow:Lng the small 
winding, .reed c )ked creek. For t .. 1e fir5t three h"'' rs, the canoe · 
were more often dragged across the g a s, than 'addled through 
water. t about 1COO, tii~ Gave way to a great gr ss ~wamp, 
similar to that found around 9.A.LHO, but nuch 1'3.rge.r. (The old 
man accomnanying as a guid~ 'ecided th t e did not know wtere 
to ro next, so we followed the creiek which had becom a channel 
through th 3Wamp.) ~ s ·continued on, men ering bout almost 
in ci1cles , with occasi~nal stretcnes ~lo~ged by grass. Land wao 
nowl ere to be seen, thoug!1 stands of tr es were growi ng cin p tcht:?s 
of grounq, barely 18 inche'" belov: t ne suz e of the \.ia .. er. 

t 1'+00 7 we passed a ~mall island witL savern.l houses and a young 
banana arden on it, be.lon~in to Rl-:.:TI r.n EREM.E in th9 Gama. 
·1le rested her~, until about 1 30. Th cha.nnel c..-ontinue on, 
"i thou.t another sightin of dry 1-.nd, p ssing throus;h a ea!' 
le ~ge, clear stretche ~ of wa ter~ not ye t Oiergr~m hy ~rass. 
D~··.ring the late nft :rnoori, J. • t. .10 s;!lvi c .... uld !:>e se~n on t 1e 
"'Torthern horizon, en •t ele1rly •• ~ r: o !!.lore land l) eat' · e 
paddl(;v throuF:h the nit'?ht. 

1 5/2J .-)9 : 
C[ll108S 
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~ channel p ssed close to are~s which gave false hope s of the 
swamp ending, wher it pas~ed by large stands of trees 1 indic­
ative of dry land bttt these were all on ground some reet 
tmder ater. The ioundary of th~ swamp does not make a very 
dramatic apperrance, but slm"ly becomes apparent ~s sm::\ll 
p tches of .,.ound become more numerous. 

Des ite Lhe fact that t e journey took four days 
in this instance, jt could be completed in just o~er tvo, if 
everyone was prepared1 ai~ knew ."here he was going. 'rh~ whole 
swamp belongs to the Gruna, and the Bamu people do not vent\ire 
into it much, being w ry of Gama rea~tion~. Old, partially 
submerged Gama camps were common in the swamp, as they spena 
considerable time there during the dry season, in se rch of 
croco<iiles. 

SITUATION ftEPORT OF El·1ET1 P~TROL No. 6/68-6..2_. 

A. f.OLITICAL. 

An area study incorporating a situa~ion report of 
the Upper Bamu Census Division was compiled only a month ago, 
and no additional inform tion was gathered from there by this 
patrol. The wer Bamu Census Division w~s hard y patrolled 
this timet S( no information relevant to · t~is heading was 
obtained rrom there, eitner. 

Although the 1Jtrol was forced to pay CJnly a fleeting 
visit to the Gama River Census Division, some in~ormation of 
a political nature came t light. A change in the p plt:' s att-
1 tunes to Local r.r0verrunent may be occurring. At N. 1eoIMKRBMB, 
several people ino.uired ~bout how to obtain a Local G0v&rnment 
Council1 and informe·l me of a split supposed to be takiti.': t·iee 
in the Gama, in the near fu+-ure. r EMETI-GIMEREME and AlRUl 
BINORI waqt to mo-o-e to the swamp c. t tl:e top of the Gali1a , t?IJ.J 
start ?'a :ft.tlement there .. By all acco ts, the top hal.A. ~~nts 
its own Council and the bo~tom half a separate one. This is 
an absnrd situation, but it is a change from the almo~t wholly 
neg tive atti t•\de towards Local Government encountered ~·here 
last September. It is i<lteresting to n te that the split seens 
to b& occt.trring between the two t' orthern and Southern groups, 
t JA.i."t:{U .and H!HJHO , mem;i )ned in the :r·;poI t of El~I Patrol 
l'o. 2/68-69. Info-rmation athertid by thi~ patrol cannot be 
Gonsidered who-ly re l iable, as fierpretation was immpered by 
the lack o~ an interpreter. and Jnly _ sho~t visit was made 
to th ~ama. . Rm· ever, som t ling which b~ :rs investigating is 
about to occu1· J,here, id I .:,uegest thRt the area be patrolltid 
ne i n, a ,_more .... eisu.rel. ace, · n the near .Luture. 

~ Jhil r'.) reQlL,.lng " h"lve no nre3ent intention of 
ini tiRt:i.ng r T o cal ov ~nment Council in the Gamn, it certai~J \" 
doe; no harn to keep c0'1stPntly l/'are o -F- -:ltti tudes to\.-nrds s~.rHe • 

.s 
Lac- · o. e S?00. 
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making scheme. ~~ has not been encouraged to .tart a rillag~ 
rade store as l~ 1o~d almost cert~inly fail. However , if 

SUMIRI finally decid~s to tY.J that particul~r b..i:; ...1.ness, the 
present OIC EMETI will give hi:,a all ossibl a. "'istance. Hi s 
ltuati:m h. being given C"vnsiderahl thought, _J.s a succe~sf l 

in, ige .. 1ous business would be a boon tr. the nr n . 

GANA Rr'TER ~E 0US DIVISION 

T .e tr;i e store at 1-IAISAVE, ownP, - by Nr. • SE I R 
of KIXORI, is now operatine. It is a wel. con ·t""ttcterl. ,;)tore, 
wJ.th corrugated iron roofing, etc. If 6 ime hnd b0en h .jl ble 
d'tails d a cop:ra and cr0codile skin n.urchnses 11ay have been 
obtaine~ .• As 1 t is, it can "n~1·ely be st ted that tl .o store 
appears ~~be doing a good amowit of business, end is attra~ting 
custo from areas even 011tsioe the District, e.g. The Taurama 
Rive ... people. Stock norma.L.!y cons· sts of al tl1 us ual trade 
store itcms 1 such as tin pots ana dishes, ~inned food, tobacco, 
shotgQ.n cartr1dges 1 sweets, soft drinks, etc. The s ore is almo$ t 
definitely a benefit to the rea 1.n that it pro¥ides marketing 
facilities fo~ local prod1ce, anJ ts attrac~ing money r~om 
outside tle Gama. 

The native·-opet"'" ted tra. e ' toro e ft -1 
does not yet appear to have re-o ened J'or us iness . 

c. SOCIAL• 

fW.LTH. 
ThE;t KOWALASI p·.ople c-ould Drob::i.bly be r some medical· 

examination. It was noted in 1967 that no old people were present 
in this group. Such w:1.s s.l;ill the c' e du ing this nRtrol' s 7isit, 
~o 1 t seems likely th8t a short life ~pen is the nor:nal thir g. 
Many people appeared thin .nd spindly-limbed ann a el"\od deal 
of coughing was heard at ght, poss bly indlcrtting Tuberc·Jlos.:.n, 
which 1 .cs common in neighbouril'.lg !lre?-s . atev r the case, they 
have never been inn culated ag~inst, or exa~ined for T.B., ~o 
a. medical path>l to the area might prove l:J neficial. It is 
unlikely the peonle wou1.d be unduly alarmed, providing aciecuate 
explana~ions ~re give hem) as they seen keen to accept 
whatever th Adtr.inis. ..1.ation can give ther!l . 

The aid 'l!Os·~ nt G ,I ?P IR• .as a[""' in b e sta 4 ed 
aLter being ncant for so e wce{s. The prev101~ ~de ly returned 
to BALIMO in search of snpp ics, nl d 1, s n ver re urned to th'° 
Gama. It is to b6 hoped th'1t the present Or6.erly co..n be 'e t 
at his post long enough for thA p~o_' e t1 re'lli~e he ls there. 
If this post can 1~ ~t1 , ~ :..-:.., fed, it ·Till nrove ~ nefl ia.l, .1s 
not only do any people appe ~ n 1 ,t 't W" nt tr at ... J. t at the Bn.mu 
River Mi~sion, at times tJ.P jc.urney to .sn _e is im_os$.~ble , ecause 
of rough se s around "Se 1 Yoin ·• '!' 0 '\l'•ople of GAf 1 U L JHa 
ar~ presently t:onstructin~ a wl rf the ost to t!1e r ::..vor. 
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'~'wo copt·es of the report herewith, togeth ~r wi. :th the 
variois covering mem anda. 

(I.A. Holmes) 
DISTRICT COM?iilSSIOUER 

wFjsTF.MI DISTRICT 









Tr~vell d. to r RIO's news te nu.r 
DROP~~!~ but on ~AfIU Ialand. Pe~ple de an effort t 
improve the n~w p1ace•s api:earance, but they numbered 
too few to achieve .cuch. It is a n w ite, anu becllU.S'! 
or the am 11. popula · ion may bei rough and ready: to-r 
eo e tllie t~ come. 

tai ks 4i~h the few ~ eopl~ 
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Every villa e in the Lower Bamu t t thia 
patrol Yiaited was very short of fit young m•n. 1hese 
wer• au1~osedl7 away at work, either ca.snal or agrea­
iaent, or living in DARU and PO~ MORI!;SBY. ·The villages 
th .. elvea appear to b e aufte ing fro this·. o aes 
are poorl,- repaired, minor vi.llage taaks are not 
accompJ.ished, and dependant relatives of the absentees 
are sometimes not faring too well. The rate of adult­
ery is h15h,. beca· e of the f~ba ce of: husbanae. 



the right to come go as they please; .·and .any act~on 
taken to d prive them of this would be 1m, saible _ 
to ~lice, anywa • So long ae work, or even th~ rumour 
of available work outside th~ Bamu e ·sts, people 
w°ill leeTe t he ar nnt : such til'le a.s th y IIAV · to 

back. The situatJ·n will probably become worse 
nicationa an • '.C tion improve. UntU such 
the Bam.u oecom 1 attractive, even to many of 
:>eople, t.l1.er Will always be people anxious to 

eo nobo4Y, not 
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!he ' llage is situated at the :top ot a s 
beach, there 11 a creelt !00 1ards to the AOrth. !heee 
factors v re taken into Jonsi eration by the people 1ltiO 
chose this new site.-. no JIOd to wade through and a creet 
to provide a sheltered anchorage. 

At present the village consists ot nly three 
buildings b t timber is there tor the con traction or more. 

CONCLUSIOlf. 

The Patrol was or six' days duration and mo t 
enjoyable, it achieved its main objectives and enabled 
this otticer to learn first hand a little mor abotrt 
patrol:ling and the people of the Sabaistrict. 

A~"' 
E.B.Bey~lda· " 

ClDET PATROL (}~CBI. 
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