REMARKS.

BY A, K. OWEN,

The knowledge that will hold good is working, hold thou to that,—
Carlyle. :

Nature has made occupation a necessity to us; society makes it a
duty; habit may make it a pleasure.—Car/y/e.

Let every man be occupied, and occupied in the highest employment
of which his nature is capable, and (%4ze) with the consciousness that he
(s doing) his best.—Sidney Smith.

To

The Topolobampo Colonists.

FRIENDS:—A permanent enterprise is one generally of slow growth_
The oak tree is very slow to grow and it withstands the storms the best
and the longest after it has once gotten its tap roots well fixed, Our
Colony movement, in Sinaloa, has been slow in its advances, but not any
too much so for our own good and for our Colony’s fixedness,

As yet persons know very little of the depth, width, length and spirit
of our plans for establishing integral Co-operation, When they do they
will see that there will be lands far in excess of the purposes of all per-
sons who may join in the new departure at Topolobampo, and that those
persons who differ essentially in details of management from the parent
Colony, will be associated, after a year or so, to select and possess city
sitesand farms along our railroad and to settle upon the same entirely in_
dependent in their autonomy and yet inter-dependent, in things common,
with the Old and New Colonies, organized by us. However, so long as
a Colonist resides upon the lands which have been selected by The Credit
Foncier Company for its Colonists, he or she must conform to the Princi-
ples and to the Bylaws of the Company. This law is as old as society,
and has come down to us in the oft-repeated phrase: ‘‘ When one is in
Rome one must do as Romans do.”
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So far, the criticisms of those who have put themselves in print
against our plan, have confirmed us in its correctness and made the found-
ers of the Topolobampo Colony the more desirous to see friends firmly
and thoroughly organized upon the lines we first started to execute. The
said criticisms have, also, shown us that there are yet many explanations
for us to make as soon as we have the time to do so; for what is not
known about Integral Co-operation would fill quite a large volume., How-
ever, all will be cleared up; after a little while details shall be made plain,
and if our friends will only be patient and good-natured until we. get
outof the travail of the new birth, we will “make every detail so plam
that a mule can understand it,” which, Edison says, must be done before
the public will take hold of any new idea.

Step by step we have progressed. First we had to send out Ietters and
circulars to see how many men and women were ready to co-operate up-
on the basis of Integral Co-operation as outlined in ‘‘ /ntegral Co-opera-
tion;” then we had to incorporate; then a few of us had to go to Topolo-
bampo to spy out the land, to examine the harbor, to look over, the city
site, 1o test the climate, to see if anything would grow if planted to get |
permanent water on our Mochis: lands, to build a wharf, storehouse and
Custom House at our landing; to make the necessary surveys to secure
our Concessions; to have Pacific City plan approved by Mexico; tQ‘leam

 the rules at the frontier Custom Houses; to see if Mexico really Wanted
us to develop the outlying and waste district of 'Iopo]obampo and to,
learn if the natives, in Sinaloa, would be pleasant neighbors if we Settled
down beside them.

All of these éxaminations have been made and each of thése Asteps
have been taken; and the testimony which has been given must be satls-
“factory to those persons' who have closely watched and studied “our ad-
vances and who havé, at the safiie time, been conversant’ with '’ the dlfﬁ
culties which have been in our direct path at évery turn

The steps to be taken now are to add to our working forceés of men
and women; to clear ** Mochis” and to get, at least, ten'thousand (10 ooo) '
acres into one farm and under one head, so that the very best can’ be:
done, with the least labor, for field, orchard garden, vmeyard ‘and pa§-
ture ; torun lateral ditches; to put up fences; to carry the mother ditch
to Pacific City site; to construct our first section of ralhoad and to start
our permanent homes.

We need all kind of ' seeds, tools, farming machines, etc. | \Vé'wish
farmers; rice, flax, cotton, hemp, indigo and angora weed growers; and
particularly persons who have ‘been in the tropics and who knéw 'how to
raise pineapples, coffee, tea, ginger, pepper, mangoes, doves, mustard,
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gic., ete, . We need persons who will make a specialty to raise) hogs and
to make lard, and persons who have a cotton seed gin and a mill far mak-
ing cotton seed. oil;to. attend. ‘to. raising -chickens, ducks,: ,ﬁuerlmys ;and
gee,§g, and we wish persons, who have thcm, to take their best .eggs for
setting and, selee;mns of , their, fowls tg bma.loa.. ‘We wish. fishing mets,
traps; and lines-of allssizes, and descriptions, and persons who will -catch
fish and cure them for use in the Colony and relsewhere...-We .wish- per-
sons who know. how: to catch .and plant :and ‘handle oysters ; and,-above
all we need persons who, are: speclahsts in cooking fish and turtle, . Our
ﬁsh §qu}y is superior, abundant and varied; but while  fish and. turtle are
the very best of all dishes when properly cooked they are the worst when
vot well served., We need some graded goats, sheep, hogs and. calves.
As soon as we gan, we must.start a parkito raise deer, pecaries, rabbits,
quall,hsmpe, plpver and the oﬂmer‘ wild game, of ‘our district, ;. This re-
qgires a persog{ whb loves animals and. birds and who has had experience
with such creatyres. . We wish persons who can make cordage from the
ﬁbres of the alge, etc., wha can tan hides of the porpoise, alligator- and
animals, and, _persons who can bring and runa steam laundry j steam
lathes, etc; carpenters and shoemakers with their kits of tools 3 brick-
layers, masons, etc.; surveyors and architects with their instruments, ete.,
etc, We must, without: further delay, put our Colony upen a self-sup-
porting basis; and the only way to da this is to diversify our necessary
home industries by fostering, assisting and protecting them in every way
and at all times,  The Company is ready to do this from now on. ,

: _In calling for specialists and other craftsmen and women, it must
lb},c‘)t_blbe thought that we are speaking to any except tostockholders of The
Credit Foncier Company—tothose who have elected to go to Topolobampo
to co-operate to establish Integral Co-gperation as has been outlined in
t‘he'C‘q_mpany’s publications.  There is no special inducement made by
the Company to any ane.. The Company is organized to assist its mem-
bers to do what each selects to de in theline of usefulness and home hap-
piness; and it must be for the member to say when he or she is ready to
g0 to our settlements to engage in its labors, its risks and. its expenses.

The comgimn wage of $3.00 in the credits of The Credit Foncier
Company will be.done away: with as soon as we can get our affairs better.
adjusted upon business lines, It was only for the pioneer period that
said common wage was instituted. It is the purpose of the Company to
pay, by contract, each member and for just what is done, and to contract
with him and her before he or, she staits -for the Colony.

'Thé ‘*Credits” of The Credit Foncier;, Company are the. only, labor
th_cké we use in our Colony. By this-ways and means service pays for
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service. Our ** Credits" are issued only for labor performed and, for the
present, only upon the books of the Company. The system is what is
known as the **Credit” and ** Debit” plan, or the adjustment of services
by means of a common clearing house. All “‘Credits,” including *“ Money,”
depend in the end, wholly and absolutely, upon the finished products by
which they can be settled. Service pays for all debts. Money is only of
value when it can command labor—Ilabor products. 7%ere is no more
wisdom in having gold coins to check off prices than there would be to have
$old yard sticks to measure off calico. Neither the gold coin or the yard
stick is the thing that is wanted. Itis the labor products which they
check off that man requires for his uses.  Laboring men and those who
make loud their claims for being the friend of those who produce, insist
that. labor is everything—that it is the source of all wealth Now if it
is, let us not only proclaim but demonstrate the fact, that all may be
convinced. Let us be honest and practice what we preach orstop preach-
ing what is not practical and not honest. The Credit Foncier Company
champions the cause of labor, and it is the first incorporated organization
which has ever been bold enough to stand firmly and resolutely upon the
practical test of its convictions. The founders of the T opolobampo
Colony are sincere and earnest. We do not use phrases and words to
cater toany class or group of persons., The founders do not belong to the
wage class. They were all in business for themselves before they asso-
ciated to establish a Colony under just rules. We are determined to do
what we can to take the producer out of his and her false, forced and
dependent condition and to put him and her upon a true and free plane
of f}i.lfe. The basis for this is a ** Credit” based entirely and solely upon
labor rendered. This will be the ways and means of offsetting a service
Jor a service.  Let those men and women who are producers and
who claim that labor is the source of all wealth not be the first to de-
vide to discredit and to discount the *‘Credits” of The Credit Foncier
Company, which are the only * Credits” which were ever conceived in
the love and in the spirit which accords with true worth and honest deal-
ing one with the other, Do not let any of our friends be among those
Christians who bow low and pray loud that ** one should do unto another
as one should wish another to do unto unto him,” and then go to their
daily affairs determined to carry out the business instructions of the day:
** You do others or else others will do you.”

The *‘ Home Scrip” of The Credit Foncier Company is given as a
receipt for money paid to John W, Breidenthal, Secretary, or to Joln W.
Lovell, Treasurer, of The Credit Foncier Company. It will not likely
be issued for an amount to exceed $50,000, and $30,000 of this will goto
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aibsorbthe “ Tmprovement Fund Scrip” which was paid, by friends, in
wettlement for .the chattels, etc., which The (Credit Foncier Company
hought from The Kansas-Sinaloa Investment Company-on ithe finishing
«of the-ditch.

The remaining $z0,000 will be given in recelpt for money which
may be paid for previsions and for either a /of-zse in Pacific City er for an
.acre-use-on the Mochis. It is left to the wishes-of the Colonist to -say
into which fund Le wishes ten ($£0.00) dollars of the money paid for
“¢ Home Scrip” to ge—that is for an acre-use or for a lot-nse; and then
‘the meney will be put aside to be used strictly as provided for by the
rules governing the same.

Of the fifty (§50. 00) «ddllars which each adult must pay into the
“Preasury of The Credit Foncier Company before receiving permission
o goto eur settlements this Fall.and Winter, ten ($10.00) dollars will
ihe used for one share of stock of The Credit Foncier Company, thirty
«($30.00)dollars will be used to send groceries, flour, lard, rice, etc. to
‘the Colony, and ten ($70.00) dollars will be used for an acre-use or for
:a lot-use, asthe Colonist may wish. = Parents will pay $10.00 for each
«child taken to our-Celony; the same to go to the food supply.

. Colonists who have already taken a share of stock or who have paid
-as muchas fifty ($50.00) dollars into TheKansas-Sinaloa Investment Com-
. pany -or to The Credit Foncier Company will not be required to pay more;
ibut each adult, whether he or she be an old or a new Colonist, must have
:a new permit to be received, as a Colonist, either at Nogales, Guaymas,
Mazatlan or Topolobampe, or to have advantages on the steamer * Maz-
atlan” te and from Tol‘aolobampo. This permit has been made into the
form of @ Contractso as toimpress upon friends their obligations to The
Credit Foncier Company in case they go to our settlements. This Con-
dract will be witnessed at Nogales, by the Company’s Customs Broker
.and another Mexican citizen, or by two resident members of the Colony at
“Topolobampa, before the same will givethe holder any rightsasa Colonist.
 Tfcolonists are going to Sinaloa to work upon the railroad, then,
instead of taking *‘H-ome Scrip ” for provisions, they will take one or
more Income Bonds, issued by The Mexican Western Railroad Company,
paying $30 for a §100 Bond. This Bond we have sold heretofore for
25, but, as we are preparing to push the first ten miles of ithe railroad,
we have raised the price to $30. After ten miles of railroadis.completed,
the Bonds will be sold at $50 and when 25 miles of railroad are com-
_pleted, at $75. The Bonds will be at par when 5 per cent. interest is paid
on them, and this should be as soon as we complete the railroad, 40
mniles, 1o Vegaton.
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The peculiarity of these Income Bondsis this :  They comein directly
after the payment of one thousand ($1,000) dollars a mile, which goes to
pay interest upon the securities which are: to be exchanged for the neces-
sary rails, rolling stock, etc., which we must have. Now, as the Colo-j
nists who construct and operate: the railroad will be paid' with “Credits,"”
which are based wpon and made exchangeable for the said Income:
Bonds, there will not be any money necessary for other purposes than to-
meet the said $1,000 interest, per mile, per year ; and as all vther railroad

companies havé first to pay 60 to 8o per cent. of their gross earnings for

expenses, friends, who are able to think upon such matters, will see, at
once, what a safe calculation we make in saying that the said Income:
Bonds should be at par as soon as we reach Vegaton with our railroad ; for
to do this it would only be necessary to' earn two thousand (§e,000) dol-
lars per mile, per year, on our railroad. How very little this is may be
judged by what the average gross earnings are per mile in the United
States. In 1890, for instance, there were 158,037 mriles operated,
and they earned $3,097,847,428+ $0,0496 per mile. The mines,
timber and people immediately back of Topolobampo are more
than they were back of San Francisco, in the sixties, when The
Central Pacific Raflroad was started, and James Campbell, who built
most of that road, after a personal examination of our line from Tepol-
obampo to the mountains, says that our advantages are greater and our
basis for business more than California at that time had.

As the railroad and telegraph from Topolobampe to Presidio del
Norte should jointly belong to the inter-dependent-co-operative com-
munities or colonists* which will be established.al‘ong its route, it has
been suggested, and I think wisely, that the railroad, at this time, be
segregated from the direct control of The Credit Foncier Company and
be put, as the ditch was during its construction, upon its own basis;
and from this on, the railroad will be a separate and distinct enter-
prise.

The only difference this will make in our former method of reaching
the same end, is this: the railroad stock and lands will be put in trust
for those only who actually build and operate the said railroad : and
instead of issuing the ** credits " of The Credit Foncier Company for the
work on the railroad the '‘ credits” and ‘“debits” of those who do the
said work will be kept upon the books of the railroad company and will
be based upon and made exchangeable for the Income Bonds of The Mex-

* A trunk raifroad and telegtaph system are inter-municipal properties, See
*The Equity in Property,” page rg—Integral Co-operation at Work No. 2,
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ican Western Railroad Company, and will be received, at par, at the
commissary of the railroad company, and, at par, for one-half of the
fare, etc., over said railroad on and after the second year of the operation
of its first section of 32 miles.

Those who work upon the said railroad and those who cook, sew,
wash, etc., for those who do the work upon said railroad, will be paid, by
the contractor, in the said ““ credits, ” at the rate of three ($3) dollarsa day
{eight hours) which will be exchangeable for Income Bonds issued by
I'he Mexican Western Railroad Company at the rate of three ($3) dollars
in said Bonds for one ($1) dollar in said *‘ ¢redits” during the construction
of the first ten (10) miles; at the rate of two ($2) dollars in said Bonds for
one (1) dollar in said ** credits ” during the construction of the second
ten (10) miles; and at the rate of one ($1) dollar in said ¢redits forone ($1)
dollar in said Bonds during the construction of the remainder of the said
railroad, if not otherwise ordered.

A commissary will be established, by the contractor, as soon as he
can arrange for the same, where 25 cents, in said credifs, will be
received, at par, per day from each adult of said force for flour, groceries,
linen, cloth, vegetables, etc., at exact cost ; and, as soon as the work is well
under way, instead of paying a common wage, contracts will be let to
groups to do the rock work, earth work, bridging, washing, sewingy etc.,
etc., as is done elsewhere on such works,

For the present, only members of The Credit Foncier Company wili
be employed on said railroad ; but as soon as another municipality,
group or colony is formed to co-operate with us, in building up the
unsettled parts of Mexico, its members will be expected to share in the
labors and to participate in the advantages of the construction and oper-
ation, of this great trunk-line of transportation—a highway which should
e a bond of unity and good fellowship, and a ways and means to make
neighbors and friends of the chain of inter-dependent colonies which
should stetch from Topolobampo to Texas ; and this too, no matter how
each community may differ from the other in its religion, socialistic or
other tenets—in a word, #n its autonomy ; always providing that each
community ézcorporates to hold its lands for the use of its own members,
to build and operate its municipal conveniences and to make service
offset service in its exchanges.

Now ! there certainly is within this suggestion room enough for any
persons, who have a settled plan of their own, to make a start to lay a
foundation for a new departure, toshow the wisdom of their views.
There can be a dozen colonies established along our railroad,
if there are leaders to organize so many groups, within the next five years
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—each having its own independent autonomy ; and the basis for these
are the lands which may come under the control of those who co-operate
to build the said railroad.

Now ! the way to make integral-cooperation plain and easy and sure
for all business and well intentioned co-operators is to build our railroad,
be their views with or against the peculiar and fixed methods and prin-
ciples of The Credit Foncier Company ; for, after all is said, The Credit
Foncier Company is intented to be only one of a series of inter-
dependent municipal groups ; and was not made to meet the views of every
one. Why, therefore, need there be any strife—why then should there
be any unkindness between those who differ as to methods in getting a
place where earnest men and women can lead better and more satis-
factory lives than they now have a chance to do, as society is controlled.
Lé" all integral-co-operators be friends. There is too much and toogreat
a work to be done, too many expenses and too many difficulties and
antagonisms to encounter, every hour of every, day for integral-co-operators
to be out of harmony with themselves. Let all integral-co-operators,
therefore, unite to take advantage of the very large and valuable conces-
sions we now control in Mexico, and to co-operate to live earnest, indus-
trious and methodical lives, if not in one municipal group, in another.
Friends ! let us be friends and go to work to build and operate the rail-
road, which will be the link to connect the colonies and a permanent
foundation for Integral-Co-oper  tion.

If any person wants to make a sure investment with big profits and
to be only associated with “‘ level-headed " business men, then he or she
can find such an opportunity with the capitalists who are going to furnish
the materials which we must have to build and equip the said railroad.
He orshe can get the First Mortgage Bonds at adiscount and with each
$1,000 Bond there will be given about 700acres in land. If he or she wants to
aid the integral‘-co-operators and to prepare the way to have lands for his
or her particular municipal colony, then he or she can take the Income
Bonds, at a discount, and be given the Mexican Government's land scrip*
to locate and possess lands held by Mexico anywhere within the five
States of Northern Mexico.

Now ! here is the opportunity for Dr, Hertzka, Herr Flurscheim,
Mr. Cowdrey or any one or more of integral-co-operators to come in and
co-operate with us, in a safe and business way, and by assisting us to
assis Lourselves give us the opportunity and the pleasure to assist them
to assist themselves and others. Certainly, had the founders of The

* # To do this would require a special contract and a payment of not less than
$5.000 for said Bonds. -
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Credit Foncier Company had such advantages to start with as, we are
able even now to offer to our new friends, certain it is that ten (1oc.)
cents would have gone as far as it took one dollar in the way we were
forced to begin. In fact, those who will take the Income Bonds, in
large blocks, at 50 per cent. of their face value #now, will get the lands
free ; for each investment of $5,000%, will by the appreciation of the
Bonds to par give the money back twice over, and the lands will remain
as a bonus to the co-operator. Think over this, friends, and see if we
are not making a safer, better and more worthy business offer than has
vet been made to labor and to capital.

Our friends should be mindful of the fact that those who owny the
highways of a people control everything that the people possess, evt;n to
their souls. It is the lords of transportation, more than it is the land-
lords, who control the affairs of nations and dictate to trade. Not to
possess ourselves of the rallroad from Topolobampo to the mountains,
would be to give up 1ntegral-co-operatlon—would be to permit chains
again to be forged around our limbs and to sweat blood; for we would be
trampled over by the stern and exorbitant exactions of Railroad Barons
who know and care for nothing except for gain. And remember that a rail-
road, such, as we have for 50 miles, is not so difficult to make as the 7
miles of ditch we have just completed ; nor would we, with the same
force, be as long in completing the same, were the same spirit manifested
for the second work as was shown for the first.

The founders of The Credit Foncier Company believe that the land
of the company should be held 77 #rust forever for the free use of all its
members. In this they differ with the Henry George school of writers
who call themselves ** free landers ” and go directly and systematically to
tax the land, by assessments upon ‘‘land values” or by collecting per-
petual and ever increasing rents in such a way as to derive all revenues,
for public expenses, from #hose who occupy the land. We have never
seen any functions of procreation belonging to land ; and any ‘‘tax paid
by land or land values ” is a tax on those who produce, just as is interest

n ‘“money.” The advocates of gold coin for money and the agitators
of *“ free land” for the people have deluged the masses with more false
teachings, in our day, than all other writers combined.

Personally, I regret, more than any words of mine may express, that
circumstances have forced upon The Credit Foncier Company a debt, for

e ' Mochis ” and for the adjacent lands, which has to be met by fixing
a cash price for acre-uses. Had I been able to carry out the plan sug-
gested, page 21, *‘ Integral-Co-operation,” this would not have been the

# This is the lowest amount that we would make special contract for.

v




10 REMARKS.

case, However, as I have suggested 1p Pacxﬁc Clty (Studles) I ?gpe to
find a way so that the plone i be' relmburse for all expenses they
may be put to in securxﬁg acre-um on the ¢ ; Mochxs," fot- d_,homes
on Pacific City site and i prornot ' the rallroaa Eqmty, as T & ke it,
is to make those'* coIomsts, who ‘come, after th ’ Pnoneers 'have la}d the
founidation for mdusmous and happy life, ps for the prwlleges
they receive to an amount which will nqt 0 ly put money mto the Teas-
ury'of the Company, for needed improvements, ’but wh.\ch may.”eturn
to the ploneers thexr c‘ash outlay for home and f et i

series of 500 acre-wses. The first serie;s wi ]
lars (gold) in cash, or in “ Home Scrij und
Scrip.” " ‘The second 500 acre uses will be allo ved for Wenty (g;o) doﬁ s;
and the third 500 acre me: wﬂl be e.llowed for #orty K $40) doIIa.‘rs
per acre-use o

Fomzzr of, Smalaa have been' ordered : ; se t out'thﬁ the
November * patty. ’I‘he steam drill" for” the :ocli gork on’ ,the rail-
road grade begmnmg at“our I'md'mg a.nci New ’Dx;ch G;ader

to dig the ditch from Mochis" to, 1:'acﬁicj 'C}ty blte and afterwards to
build our railroad embankments have beep oxdergd and w,\h gao out thh
the steamer in November,

Co-operatlon demands that those who become’ pam,es 1q tile bontract to
co-opetate should be intelligent enough to know . what mz‘er-dtpfndeme
means and 'to discriminate bétween' it and independence. Dxcker}s says:

of such creatures It is mainly the result of the mdependeuce anE[ the selﬁ;h-
ness of just such persons that the United States is, to-day, an unsafe
place for the home dnd the family of those who wish to ll.ve honestly
In Topolobampo we go to live a dlsc1p1med hfé Junder 1ntegra1-co op-
eration systematized. ‘“ Natural rzg/zls are not permltted Every
decent right and protection and advantage which' we bope to en]oy is to
be artifical—is to be what the law reserves for our uses and assists  and
protects us to use. ‘‘ Natural rights” and natural or barbarous men go
together and they are disgusting, in the extreme ‘to the founders of
The Credit Foncier Company. Every attammeht every privilege and

s G i o G
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every culture, which man has ever enjoyed, have been in consequence
of law and order and discipline ; and every step he will ever make to
advance his condition hereafter will be just in the proportion that he
will associate with his fellow creatures upon lines of order, protection
and equity. I urge every earnest co-operator, who feels, from within,
that we are working upon the best plan to assist men and women to
assist themselves, to cooperate with us now to build up our homes,
workshops, farm and railroad by the sea. /
32 Nassau Sr., New York, October 20, 1582.

le
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