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PIRATICAL SEIZURE

OF TOE DBRI&G

ADMIRAL TROWBRIDGE.

THE extraordinary account of the piratical seizure of the
brig Admiral Trowbridge, by part ofher crew, displays such a
.scene of diabolical art and consummate wickedness, that we
‘shall give the narrative as it was communicated by the chief
officers belonging to the vessel, (Captain Alexander Wallace and
“Mr. Barnes) and published in “ the Prince of Wales's Island
‘Gazette,” the: 9th of January, 1808, concluding with appro-
priate reflections,

Mpglaesa, December 26£h, 1807.

“ On the 21st of August last, the brig Admiral Trowbridge
was lying at anchor off the island of Sooloo. At about five'
P. M. we were on board, when Captain Wallace gave his di-
rections respecting the duty, and we returned to the shore
‘about seven in the evening: at this time the erew appeared sa-
tisfied, and no apprehensions were entertained for the safety of
the vessel.  About midnight, we were alarmed by our people
stationed at the house as a guard, with information that a qun
had been fired on board, and that the brig was under weigh,
‘standing out from the roads. We observed her some time, sup-
posing they were shifting her birth ; but finding she was drifting
‘Mast to the north-east part of the island, with little wind, we
a2
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conjectured the vessel was cut off, though at a loss to know by
what means.  As the people on shore were uiet, and no boats
- seen moving on the water, we' concluded that the crew had
overpowercd the officers and seized the vessel,

* Mr. Barnes then waited on the head daroo, and begged of
him toorder the prows after her ; but at that hour it being im-
pﬁll’i‘liulb](', he promised to dispatch them as soon as they were
reaay,

““In the morning, the wind having been light and unfavour-
able for clearing the island, we waited on the sultan, and begaed
he would send prows off immediately ;. and, in oxder to hasten
their dispatch, offered a reward of 5,000 Spanish dollars to
those who micht retake the vessel, He consulted with some

of the principal people, and desired us to go to the head daroo, A

who would give orders respecting the prows. On sceing him,
we were informed, that a boat had left the brig with four men,
and Captain Wallace was so persuaded of the truth of this e

port, that he armed. himself, and embarked in a small boat with

some Sooloonese and a seacunny, determined to get on board if
possible, under an idea, that if the ringleaders had left her, the
kascars wwould assist him against any others who might be conceérne
ed in the mutiny. .
 He neared the brig sufficiently to hear the people work-
ing, before he found the report untrue; and then reccived the
discharge of six guns and swivels from the stern, on firing of
which, the natives jumped ‘into the water, excepting one man,
who stood up and fired two muskets at the brig "he then return-

ed, and reaclied the town in safety, between four and five

o'clock that afternoon, having left her, with all sail set, standing
to the eastward. .
¢ Inthe evening the darco left the town, with three large

prows well manned and armed, aceompanied by his chosen |

~slaves 3 it then being calm, and the advantage of rowing, we had
great hopes of his coming up with the vessel, :

“ Between oneand two o'clock in the morning of the 8d, we
were much surprised with the appearance of Mr. William
Sharpe, the chictoflicer, covered with blood, and severel ¥ woun-
ded; he had been sent away from the brig the preceding

- evening, with two seacunnies and three others not conecerned in
the mutiny, and from them we learned the following particulazs:

“ Mr. Sharpe statced, that he retired to his cabin about 9,
P. M. on the 21st, and left Mr. C. B. Lloyd, the sceond offier

m charge of the deck, from eight to twelve, and had notthe 1~
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SJeast a ion of danger from the crew, knowing of no disaf-
mo;ppﬂ'[}};:ilto the best of his knowledge, it was between ele~
‘ven and twelve, when he was alarmed by some crics, and a
noise like the clashing of swords ; en which he ran to. the
mmgo and looked up the hatchway, when one of the peo e
-made a;mb at him withﬂ.huan_.ling pike ; he returned to his
cabin for fire arms, and a Manilla scacunny and a Malay las-
,w.rmhw dowm with cutlasges, on whom he discharged 2 pis-
itol, and wounded the seacunny in-the arm. The report 0! the
pistol deterred others from coming down: for some time, till a

* seapoy,stationed below asa guard,seized him round the waist,

«and called o others for assistance 3 in this interval Mr. Sharpe
ealled on Mr. Lloyd, but reecived no answer, foryalas! Mr.
Lloyd was no more. Shortly after, many others came down,
;and he was overpowered, after defending himself to the utmost,
Jn the tumult, he received a severe cut on the neck, which,
with many other cuts and stabs, occasioned a loss of blood, so
as to render him unable to stand, and the villains then supposed
the was murdered. Finding, however, that he was not dead,
: extended their mercy so far as to bind his hands behind,.
and lashed him to a standing cotin his cabin.. Shortly after,
+he heard @ gun fired, and the noise of bending sails, in which the:
~serang appeared very active, for his voice was heard nepeamdbr'
«cheering the people.  Mr, Sharpe knows nothing more of their
proceedings till about eight o'clock in the morning, when he was
removed from the cot, and placed in irons, spiked to the deck.
“bout six in the evening, they came to a resolution to send him
-on shore in one of the brig’s boats, and five others, as before de-
scribed. -

*“The two seacunnies who anded with Mr. Sharpe, state,
that on the night of the 21st, they were slecping near the cap-
-stan, and were awoke by some cries-and a bustling on deck, on-
which ene of them ran forward and got on the forestay, suppo-
'sing the shore people had boarded the vessel, and he there saw
a Malay lascar cut the cables: the other scacunny saw the
Malay lasears on the quarter-deck, armed with cutlasses ; Mr
Lloyd lay on the deck ; he attempted to raise him, and found
“him bloody ; this seacunny was ordered forward immediately,
“andwith the other was placed below, and the hatch put over’
them, where they were kept till about three o'clock in the
morning, and were then ordered up, with a promise that their
lives should be spared, if they assisted in working the brig.
Mz, Lloyd was then found dead, and the gunner lying with many
B A8
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wounds; on his shewing some signs of life, one of ‘the lascars
kiiled "him with a crow bar. At sun-rise, their bodies wete.
thrown over board. 4

“ On the 23d, 24th, and 25th of the month, numhers of

prows were going in search of the brig, and we expeeted they
would have brought her in ffor the weather had been uncom-
monly calm,) until the head daroo returning, informed us, that
he had neared the brig several times; but whenever it blew, she
always got off, and that he could not get close enough to board.

“ It was generally supposed, that they had proceeded to the
Spanish settlement of Soomboangan, till the other prows came
in; we were then told that the brig had gone towards Monad
adding, that had she gone to Soumboangan, they would have
brought her away,

* We were now preparing to leave Sooloo for Manilla, by
help of a prow, when Captain E. Masquerier, with the ship
Jane, fortunately arrived on the 30th of August, and to his
goodness we are indebted for our passage to Malacea. '

“ On the 6th of Septéember, we embarked in his vessel with
Mr. Sharpe, Master G, Jones, four seapoys, three scacunnics,
and five others, servants, &e.

* Captain Masquerier shaped a course to. Monada, in hopes
of falling in with the brig, and learnt, that a vesscl answering
to her description had passed under American colours some
days before, steering towards the island of Ternate.” :

Piracy and mutiny are accounted offences so heinous at séa,.
that the ‘perpetrators of them can meet with no protection from
any nation.  Even the most uncivilized look upon such crimi-
mals as unworthy their esteem, and they are in general punish-
ed with the utmost rigor in almost every country. Though we
seldom hear of a vessel which has been recovered from pira-
tical hands, yet mutineers and pirvates, we may remark, generally
encounter the most severe hardships, and few, very few indeed
longsurvive the commission of such mefavious acts. Thusit
seems that Providenee holds in detestation those vielaters at se,
and never suffers them to eseape with impunity.  If we eompare
those crimes with similar ones on land, wemay bave some idea

" of their magnitude. The man who commits burglary is es-

teemed the disturber of domestic peace, and is, without pity,

“consigned to the laws of justice; vet this munconly rifles the

house: but a mutincer,—apirate runs away with l:he moveihle
dwelling, and not only deprives the Captain of his temporaty
home and property, but frequently leaves him and his associate
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efficers in a periloussituation, Seldom indeed does an act of
mutiny take place that murder does not increase the catalogue
of GrimEsdd TARI'Y ! "

At Malacca, where Captain Wallace was when this misfor-
tune occurred, there are few domestic fowl, but a great quantity
of wild fowl ; there are several' bats of an immense size, and
the crows are both numerous and troublesome. There are va-
rious Kinds of yermin, but feyy animals that are poisonous.
They have sheep and cattlé, and'the sea abounds with ex--
cellent fish,

The natives, notwithstanding some peculiaritics; have many
excellent qualities. They treat the poor with great humanity,
and never offer them any thing to eat that they would not make
use of themselves. They: are very silent during meals, and
think it indecent to be long at table. Cleanliness is not only
an article which is natural to them by custom, but which is.
also enforced' by their religion.

No accounts have yet been received of the success of Captain
Wallace's search after the pirates. Should he however be so for-
tunate as to recover the Admiral Trowbridge, our correspondent
has promised to transmit us an accurate and copious narrative
thereof, which we shall take the ecarliest opportunity of laying:
before our reade rs, : b




CAPTIVITY AND CRUEL TREATMENT
QF
M. DE BRISSON,

On the Coast of Barbary, among the Moors,

ARD HIS

HAPPY RELEASE.

HAV ING, says our author, made several voyagesto Africa,
1 received an order in June, 17 85, from the l\'Iartha].dc Castrics,
then minister and secretary of state for the marine department,.
10 embark for the island of St. Louis, in the Sencgaly in the St.
Catherine, commanded by M. Le Turc. On the 10th of July
we passed between the Canary :s!o and H_)at of Palma, and the
captain baving rejected my advice relative to the caution ne-
cessary to be observed in those scas, the ship soon afterwards
k upon shoals, ’
atr:;c (lre!:tdfu] confusion cnsued. The masts being loosened
by the shock, quivered over our heads, and the sails were torn
into a thousand picces. The terror became gencral 5 the cries
of the sailors, mixcd with the terrible rouring of the sca, irri-
tated, as it were, by the interruption of its feourse between the
rocks and the vessel, added to the horror 9f the scene. In this
dangerous state, such was the consternation of _lhe” crew, that
no one thought of saving himself. “ O my wile!” cried one,
“ O my dear children I exclaimed a second ; while others, ex=
tending their hands towards heaven, {mplon‘d the divine pro-
tection. In the hope of saving the ship, the masts were cut
away, but our exertions were of no avail, the hold being al-
ready filled with water.
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We must ineyitably have been lost, had not Mr. Yan, one
of the licutenants; Mr. Suret, & passenger; three English sai-
fors, and & few others, encouraged by my example, assisted me
to haul out the shallop, and to prevent it afterwards from being
sunk or daslied in pieces against the sides of the ship, We were
obliged to strugale the whole night against the fury of the sca,
that when the day appeared we might be able to avoid the
rocks, by which we were surrounded on all sides, and get, if
pussible, on shore,

We had searcely made two strokes with our oars, when
they were swept from the hands of the rowers by the violence
of the waves; the shallop was overset; we were separated in an
instant, and all, excepting Mr, Devoise, brother to the Consul
at Tripoli, cast upon a sand-baunk, 1, however, immediately
threw myself into the water, and was fortunate enough to save
him from destruction. -

Our unfortunate companions, who had remained on board,
now saw themselves deprived of every assistance from us; but 1
soon revived their hopes, by plunging into the waves, accom-
panied by Mr. Yan, whose zeal and activity seconded my ef-

forts. "He prevaifed upon the rest to join us in our endeavours

o get the shallop afloat again, which we accomplished with
great difficulty, but we found ourselves amply repaid for our
labor when we set the rest of the crew on shore, We, however,
escaped this first danger onl ¥ to become the victims of a second,
still more terrible, '

When the wretched cxew had reached the shore, I persuaded
them to climb the surrounding rocks, on the summit of which
we discovered an extensive plain, terminated by some small
hills, covered with a kind of wild fern. On these hills we saw
some children collecting a flock of goats.  As soon as they be-.
held strangers, they sct up such outcrics as instantly alarmed
and brought together the neighbouring inhabitants. ~These, afe
ter viewing the crew, began 'to dance and caper, at the same-
time uttering the most horrid cries and yells. :

When these savages came up, some of my companions, among,
whom were the first and second licutenants, separated from us..,
They were immediately surrounded and seized by the collar, and
it was then that, by the reflection of the sun's rays from the po-
lished blados of theig poignards, we first discovered them to he
arimed. . As T had not pereeived this before, I had advanced
without any fear., :

Qur two unfortunate companions h#\’iug disappcamd, Feould,
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not make the men stop even for a short time, Fear got such pos-
session of their’ hearts, that giving vent to cries of despair, they
all fled different ways. ‘The Arabs,armed with cutlasses and
large clubs, fell upon them with incredible f ury, and [ had the

mortification of spon secing some of them wounded, while |

others, stripped naked, lay extended and ¢xpiring in the sand.

I was so fortunate as to obtain a promise of good-will from an
unarmed Arab, who afterwards proved to be a talbe or priest,
by giving him two watches, a gold stock-buckle, two pair of sil-
ver sleeve buttons, a ring set with diamonds, a silver goblet, and
two hundred and twenty livres in specie.  The latter article af-
forded him most pleasure.

The news of our shipwreck being spread through the coun~ |
try, we saw the savages runing in great haste from all quarters:
their numbers naturally increased the jealousy of the others, so
that they soon came to blows, and several lives were lost in the
contest. The women, enraged that. they, could, not pillage the
ship, f¢ll upon and tore from us the few articles of dresswe had
left; but their attention was principally attracted |by mine,
which seemed to be more worthy of theixnotice.

My ;master, who was by.no aeaps of a warlike disposition,
‘perceiving that the number of the Arabs increased every moment,

called aside two of his friends, whom he cunpingly admitted as |

partners with him in the property of twelve. of the erew who had
surrendered themselves to him. After making his arrangements
‘he retired from the crowd, that he might shelter us from insult,
The place swhich:he chose for that purpese-was a.wretched hut,
covered with moss, at the distance of more than a:league from
.ﬂlg sea; herewe lodged, or rather were heaped one upon the
other,

-Our “patron’s fisst care wasto. pay usa visit,and fo.search us,
lest we should have concealed any. of our property. Unluckily
for them my companions had preserved nothing, on which ac~
Lount he,was in a very ill humour, and shewed them no merey.
He took from them even, their shirts and handkerchiefs, intima-
_ting, that if he did not do them that,favor, others would. He
Jikewise attempted.to pay me- the,same, compliment, but upon
my obserying gmt.__l had already given him enough, I expéri="

- enced no farther molestation,

‘Being .as yet ignorant among what tribe we had fallen, T
T addressed myself to our master for information ; and partly by

words, and partly by signs, I put the following questions

1o him: “What js thy name, and that of thy tribe, and .'

M. DE'BRISSON. 15

why didst’ thoufly from these crowds who advanced towards
the shores of the sea?” He replied: * My name isSidy
Mohammed of Zowze ; my tribe is that of Lebdesseba, and T

fled from the Quadelims because we'are not on good- térms with

one another.” [ was much affected to find that we had fallen
into the hands of the most ferocious people who inhabit the de-
sarts of Africa.

While the talbe repaired to the shoreffor more plunder, a |,

company of Ouadclims discovércd and pillaged our retreat, and

beat us most unmercifully. T was almost at the last gdsp, when
one of the associates of the talbe came and rescued me, and before

a large assembly afterwards claimed me as the reward of his
valor. The priest made the ‘strongest’ objections to this claim,
threatening to chastise the claimant, who replied to the talbe :
“ Since this is thy pretension, as he cannot be niine, he shall pe-
rish by my hand.” He had scarcely pronounced thise words,
when he drew his poniard to stab me. T trembled uiider *the
threatening dagger of this barbarian; but my master, without
losing a moment, threw over me a kind of chaplet, forihed of a
long piece of cord, upon which ard strung a’great number of
small black balls, and then todk in his hand a'small bbok which
hung in his girdle. The women! at the same instant, rushed

towards me, snatched me from the hands of the claimant, and’
. delivered ‘me into these of the enriiged’ priest, dréading lest he

should thunder forth-an ‘anathema against his antagonist.

. When 1 hadxecovered alittle tranquillity, and began to re-
flect/upon the.danger 1 had eseaped, 1 was $o much affcctéd that
I .could not refrain‘from tears. I endeavouted to conceal from
every eye - this testimony of my sensibility and grief; but being
obscrved by:some of the womth; instead of fetling compassion,
they thréw sand-inmyeyes; “ to dry my eye-lids,” as they said.
Fortunately the obscurity of the night ‘concealed me from the
sight of these monsters, and saved me from their fury.

We had new been thide ‘dags’in a state of sluvery, and duri ng
that time had taken no noutishment but a littld flour,” which,
ll_mug; before spoiled by the sea water, was rendered still more
disagreeable by the' mixture ‘of barleytmeal, which had long
been kept ina goat's skin; and bad ‘as this repast was, it was
repeatedly interrupted by thé alarming outeries which we heard
at some distance.

The: Arab tribe to'whom we' were prisoners, had repaired to

the sea-const.a few days before” our shipwreck, to collect the

fruits of wild plants for the support/of’ theit familics in the intc-
¥ior of the country ; but upon the approach of their enemits,
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* M. DE BRISSON. i
:fl:n?;lnajlgl;:::; iﬂ:y prepared to return home with ‘their provi- ! ol thé determination to defend myself ‘these, g‘ﬁlu-m: wll\lm
i 4 . 3 henst T ‘ted Into sur-
fter passing mountains of prodigious height, covered with very nlnnmt}g; bmh Ry :i‘t:i:l;{'rl:xs;l:}g;i?:\:-lfn-ig;‘:nl\"i(;:lt-(a;)proach-
small, sharp, greyish flints, we descended into a sandy valley, jprise, when 1 ?_"Wﬂtj“‘r::f ;‘n.l.;‘r asmall leather bag, containing
overgrown with sharp thistles.  Having here slackened our ud, a gout’s SLmi s m_'“',.h_. killed, By the ~inht ofithest
pace, I found: that the soles of my feet, were entirely covered! darley meal, ane .r!. Docd s l'urmm'- trmaquil]il: gt
-with blood, so that it was impossible for me to proceed any fur=" provisions I wasrestore . )’ﬂ o St kel
ther. My master then made me gét up behind him upon his was ignorant for ;’hm‘?;'lw‘]:;:ﬁ w::orau‘]t:;r(nc wi;de doseell Attt
camel; but this attention, on his part, instead of giving me any A-tllengnh I saw them l'l g I‘ « i et e ,ﬁints
relief, had a quite contrary effect, and exposed me to the severest | which some t_)ar]ciri mtﬂfa ; _:c gejl'lv;;:i {::J ’tx;::k(- it boil.  They
pain. A camel naturally steps very heavily, and his trot is re= ' beiny thrown into the wawr, bttt 1ty Wl et
markably hard. Being naked, and unable to defend myslf! then made a klmd .°£ Pf?;{’h;}gffrl:{t:gi:] :

from the friction of the animal’s hair, in a very little time my ‘hands, and swa lowmp e i {'E " ol Ehiaeste
skin was entircly rubbed off. My blood trickled down the As for nsslavfs wehad nont ;I}::‘.,r::t):ltt dtﬁ-lﬂfal:n'(;:w Pmrgis e
animal’s sides, and instead of exciting pity tw these barbarians, which was thrown to }u;i A“?‘: - e.at.vdl ot '3m Rpiplon
thissight afforded them a subject of diversion.  They made put under liis fect w ”i(‘v;.onp Aftor knLE{]i‘?} 10 s o i
sport of my suflerings, and spurred on the camels, in order to 'mght_as.n@abtlvss ?"ts (n]v l.c; Flan: a-m%mg M o
heighten their enjoyment. - My wounds would, in conscquence, Jang, time, hie gave it to me 1o s srintiinmin b '}'t o

have been rendered incurable, had I not formed the resolution nions.  Itican scarcely beimagined how 1?"1::1';3‘__-‘1"11 '1b|'l. a
of throwing myself off and walking upon the sand. THis T ac- the. taste. ‘ The water with which :t-waz:} rlnlxu { all' heen pr:;*;
complished, and sustained no other injury in the fall than that 3 ‘curedion the sea-shore, and was aftvr“‘lah stPrc‘_sm?u,; in A :g:oa: %

of being dreadfully pricked by the thistles, which covered the skin, which they had lined with ‘a kind of ‘pitch to prevent
whole surface of the ground, ’ q from corrupting, by which its smell was -r.endt't.‘cd doubly dis-
Towards cvening, perceiving a thick smoke, 1imagined that | gusting. .Thls water‘twas louxj o:;;lly- drink, and, bad as it was,
we were approaching some hamlet, where we should find some- i t(]}lk. m?:to { 7% }.mastews regaled upon Taw
thing to allay our intolerable thirst; but I soon perceived that 'A_l'_dm‘_m" t_’hT_““'_ ene e ¢ ff} 4 OErbl o g’; e s
there was nothing but a few bushes, in which our guide had' (SN il they uppeated remirkibly e : rth
taken ap his lodging, Exhausted with fatigne, 1 zetired " ‘meat was roasted, or rather baked, they took it from the earth,
behind one of them, to wait for the relieving hanzzi 0; deatls. Buel and-, without taking time to free it from the sand which .aclhewlc}

iad scarcely o Mended sngaclE on sbe grountl, whenzan As i to it, they devoured it with excessive voracity, l;l_:umg we
our company came and compelled me to get up to unload hiat icked the bones, they used theirnails to serape off the remain-
camel. This insult I resented, and found afterwards that it P“": : ang flesh, and-. then threw ‘them tous, telling us, at th_e same
duced a good effect. o i tite, to eat quickly, and to reload the camels, that our journey

: i : ; . 5 ighi elayed. y
I obseryed preparations making which threw me into the might not be delayc : g LR

greatest inquietude. - ‘I'hey made flints ged-hot in a large pen, Pasding some of the te.mfs, t.hc women, Stllll t.'(}'l()!-‘e f:l rocious
zaised a huge stone which lay at'thegdisot of a bush, dug up th than the men, took pleasure in tormenting us, while our musters
carth, and frequently repeating ;;tme they all b::rstp'in drstsearcely oppose them.  Having ratired to a small distance
2 - L B it e ol b . . "
loud fits of laughter. Then calling me,, they obliged me to- drom my load, 1 perceived m man taking aim at me with a dou

approach the hole they had dug in the ground, while the raan "
whom I had beaten made frequent signs with his hand, often

drawing it backwards aud forwards against his throat, as if
give me to understand that he would cut it, or that they we

resclved to serve me in that manner, In spite of my resolwtidi, -

‘ble barrelled fusev, upon which 1 presented my breast 'to him,
desiving ‘him to fire. He was greatly astonished at this firm- -
ness, and his surprize ‘tended to confirm me, in my opinion,
that these people arcimpressed with respoct when a person ap=
pears ‘not to fear them. 1 was advancing towards this man,
when I'sas struck on the head, and fora few moments deprived

' @
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of sense, by a stone from an unknown hand, but which T suspec L

,- «d to have been thrown by his wife. -
i After resting three days among the Arabs of the tribe of}
Roussye, we resumed our journey, penctrating farther into
) the interior of the country, where we were to join the fa-
milies of our conductors.” After being exposed for sixteen

days to the greatest fatigues and dreadful miseries, we at length
reached the end of our journey in a most wretched and ox-
hausted condition. -
Being observed upon the brow of a hill, several of the blac
slaves, whose principal enjoyment is to tend their camels, ca
to meet our masters, in order to kiss their feet, and cnquire after
i their health.  As we proceeded, the children made the air res
{ sound with shouts of joy, and the women standing up, out of fe=
i spect, awaited, at the doors of their tents, the arrival of th i

1 husbands. Upon their approach they advanced towards th

1 with an air of submission, and each, after prostrating before hep
i husband, laid her right hand on his head and kissed it. ‘This
y ceremony being finished, they began to satisfy their curiosity
! with regard to us,and to load uswith abuse; but they did not
i stop here, for they even spat in our faces, and pelted vs with
i stones. The children, imitating their example, pinched us,
pulled our hair, and scratched us with their nails; their cruel
mothers ordered them to attack sometimes one and sometimes
another, and took pleasure in making them torment us. Ex-
&= hausted with hunger, thirst, and despair, we had impatiently
| wished for the moment of our arrival, but little did we fores
: the new torments that awaited us. _
After our masters had divided their slaves, the favorite wife
of the talbe ordered M. Devoise, M. Baudre, and myself, w
had fallen to her husband’s share, to unload the camels, to cles
1 . a kettle which she brought us, and to pull up some roots to
' make a fire. While thus employed in signifying her will
us, her husband was quictly enjoying a sound sleep on the:
knees of one of his concubines. |
The hope of regaining my liberty inspired me with suffici
fortitude to endure the hardshipsimposed upon me by this d
bolical woman. I, therefore, went to collect some wood, b
what was my surprise, when upon my return, I beheld my tw
companions extended on the sand. They had been subjecte
to cruel treatment, because, their strength being entirely @
hausted, they bad been unable to perform the-task assign ]
them. My repeated outerie awaked my master, and though
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as yet, 1 spoke the lar_:guag? very imperfectly, I endeavoured
to address him in the following terms: ¢ Have you coqdu{:‘tcd
us hither to cause us to be butchered by a erucl woman ? Tfunk
of your promise. Conduct me wnlw_ut delay, either to blenc-
ga{or Mordeco ; if you du”not, I will cause all the effects
1 gave you to be taken away. .

My passion knew no bounds, and several of the neighbours
having approached me, my master appeared to be cxtrorﬂely
uneasy, fearing lest T should mention thc.qu;mqm_v c_lf th‘c_ohvcts
ke had reeeived from me.  Addressing himself to his wife : ‘.‘ I
forbid thee,” said he, * to require from him the least _service
that may be disagrecable to him, and if thou dost, I desire that
he may notobey thee” From that moment this woman con-
ceived an implacable hatred against me.

- The end of August approached, and not the smallest prepa-
rations were made for our journey. I asked Sidy Mohammed
whathe was waiting for, in order to eonduct me to Sencgal. He
replied, that he was looking for strong vigorous camels capable
of enduring the fatigues of such a journey, and that it was his
intention to set off as soon as he had procured them.

I was the more urgent in entreating him not to delay, as the
nights now began to be very uncomfortable, the dew freq uently !
wetting us through the bushes, which afforded a kind of shelter.

Erom this dew, we, however, obtained some relief; for, by col-
leeting it in our hands from our bodies, it served to quench our
thirst, which the coolness of the night did not allay, and we
preferred it to our own urine, which we were often necessitated
to drink. Having spoken to my master a second time, he
made me such a reply as convinced me that he was sincere,
* Dost thou think,” said he, “that in the present excessive
heat, it would be possible to travel without provisions, and
abﬂ?_’c all, without water? We should find it very difficult to |
1o-approach the Sencgal, as the river has innundated all the
neighboring plains ; and we should have much to foar from the

Al‘li.ln of the tribe of Trargea, who are our enemics. 1 tell
thee the truth,” added he, “ we must wait till the month of
October,”

As we were Christians, when the Arabs had almost exhausted
‘tlu-gr provisions, the dogs fured better than we, and it was in the
bmu.n; dl‘glmcd for their use that we received our allowance,

hﬂ?l‘ object was to make us change our religion, but in this
they failed, although our food now consisted of raw snai Is, and
hetbs and plants, that were trodden under foot
B2
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I wassoon undeceived by a young female Moor, whose flocks
fed with those [ tended, respecting the hopes I had entertaing
ot liberty, in consequence ol my master’s promises, and this
formation rendered my: labours s '
portable.

I no longer met in the fic

Ids my companions in misfortune
but, above all, I rearetted

the loss of the captain, with. wh
1 found a kind of allevation in conversing on our sufferings, a
the hopes we entertained of returning to. our native land. Q
evening, the coolness of the weather having enticed my camell
to stray farther than usual, I was under the necessity ot follo
ing them to a neighbouring hamlet, wheve I beheld a spect:
truly horrible. The unfortunate captain was extended lifel
upon the sand, holding in his mouth one of his hands, whi
his extreme weakness, had, doubtless, prevented him from
vouring. He was so altered by famine, that all his feat
were absolutely eflaced, and his body exhibited the mest disgusts
g appearance, : -
A few days afterwards the second captain having fallen,
through weakness, at the fout of an old gum tree, was attack ol
by an enormous serpent.  Some famished crows, by their cries,
frightened away the venomous animal, and alighting on tk
body of the dying man, were tearing him to pieces, while fours
savages, more crucl than the furious reptile, beheld this scene

without affording him the logst assistance, 1 endeavoured to

towards him, if possible,

to save his life, but was stopped by
barbarians, who,

after insulting me, said : * This, christian
will soon beeome a prey to the birds! Finding my cfforts in
fectual, | bastened from this seene of horror; and not knowin
which way to dircct my steps, I followed my sheep and my
mels,  Upon my arrival at the tents, my master, struck ¥
my absent and distracted looks, engquired what was the ma
Go, replied 1, a fow steps henee, and behold what your eruel
and that of your wife, is capable of preducing. You have
fered my companion to ex pire,and because his illness preven
him from working, you refused him the milk necessary for
subsistence, Ui
While pronouncing these words I concealed my tears, which
would only have excited the laughter of these human bra
who ordered me to go and bring away the bloody clothes of t
unhappy vietim of their harbarity. 1 was fived with indignation
at such an indecent proposal. My agitation, and the iemy
which I had eaten to appease my hunger, produced & paiatul

till mere irksome and. insupa
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ility. T wa
ch was succeeded by al:n;st“ -tl?;?el: f!}hﬂ:}i anoth:;'
. " ible to crawl behind a bush, b RA AT
7 i biect, who enquired the reason of iy Th! e
it Jd. .. % Heisnot farof,” 1 roplied. ik o to
h‘_ld A Bs:‘vlis;;e(:d to say, but my master’ sflstv-r, W hc:hi.;r;:ring
I.F-t,mld o othing, exclaimed ; “ The erows are ?0: e
brm§ . sc‘!‘l]::r.aﬂs -Nyou will soon mect the same fate; y
Baudre's entrails; yu :
? a clse. ! ps
> 1\?;‘1‘;;3:“;%5(:11 had hithvrtr; ]I)wnib‘imsli( 323;5 chl: tll_:;v
Sl now declined fast. My whole ski ad be ion
e".ﬁ,m'l" n?lwmdl Ehg;db{-gjn to bl') covered, a lhil‘fl by :‘ 11:1
ki 'ed’ ch les );ikL! those of the Arabs, and this ch.la.ngeh\\ ;Lhad
akmd-o_l_'__sca S ble pain. The thorns, over whic a
inded With considerab c P ick 3 I could scarcely stand
tend h dtﬁm my ﬁ‘(‘t 10 1]](1 qul(‘k H : (,(:lll: P
‘-M?m-l‘ _da he large dogs coutinually let loo.&:c _upon me, g
erect, anc clt: ‘31 i;gul d never disengage myself without rvc(':(\i E“r:
d?eﬁd?u}lu\\ounds rendered me absolutely incapable loi {..;ua;:‘h :l\l{;
' H isery s excessive heats ¢
. add to my misery, the excess 8 08
th'e caﬁiﬂ? .Fug;ﬁary and Mirch had dried up a_11' thh v:}a;lr;‘n
?l*i:ten :of the country, and not a single drop of raix‘t ﬁad' nl(::
to mgi?t.en the fields which I had &;:’._iwn. h(o)l:la fua:;i;; ‘lsl’!o;ﬂab'
7 e s point of perishing, when | : ;
o 0?1 aﬂ(l;ut’:é]enli;s} having taken into consideration
B X in quest of some spot oc=
their present condition, r('snl_\ (l-d 10 go M que
-upied by moreindustrious inhabitants. :
E?fiu:l?is gﬂolan{:holy sitnation 1 accidentally met wcllth ;;dAbrf-cl-’r:
having in his train a Christian slave, wifoé ﬁihtj:?n ; 2R
buker to our sh}p. This man was du;npf(m st oo
# woderate price, and ordered to perform my i
1 had now an opportunity of vecruiting my strength a little;
; : i Iy for his knowledge in the
but the unfortunate baker paid dearly i o
art of preparing food. Having eaten all the snails we could
) xon hich bad died, cither of hunger or
find, we fed upon sheep which had died, _ e
rkée:ise ‘T'his suggested to us the idea of strangling 2 few ki
e i i : ters would not meddle
‘in the night time, persuaded that our mas 1
S e : ibi ir cating of any animal un-
with them, as their law prohibits thwir cating y 5
Jess it has died by the knife: but being suspected, and at
lel'lgth caught in the fact, we narrowly cscaped having our
bl i ? twood 00;
One morning, as | was preparing to set off to cut wood, proo:
Devoise, aﬂdr[i!g;ing me in a faint and languishing \f(.u".:ti'f h-lrl.{l ;
% The illusion is now over; I bitherto flattered myself with
B 3

vomiting, whi
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‘hopes of again beholding my native country, but I fee]
strength forsake me,
Justly belongs to you, after all your care, you will find my body
arrested by the cold hand of death, !
the tears which you strive to conceal, are a new proof of youy
6§I:ac_hmenl. Write to my brother; tell him that 1 remembered
him in my last moments, and that I die with the sentiments o
a true christian.  Adieu ! my lagt moment is nearer than I ex.
Pected. I expire,”
deed his last,

[\
<

Adieu, my dear friend {.

He spoke no more ; that moment was in- "

This night, my dear friend, for this tit ;.-'

I was decply affected at losing M. Devoise, though T had one.

ly known him since our departure from France. 1 went into

the fields to scek the onuly companion 1 had now left, and upon.

our return, we were ordered to carry away our friend’s body.

and to dig a very deep pit, in order, as the Arabs said, to conceal

that Christian from the sight of their children, This last ri_ur.j
to the deceased we performed with much difficulty ; for bei
too weak to carry him, we were obliged to drag him by th
feet three quarters of a league.

the pit, giving way, I tambled in first, and was VCRY neap:
expiring under the weight of the body. 7
A few days afterwards we quitted that place to seck a more
fertile spot, and encamped in the vicinity of several other tri bogy,
where 1 found one of our sailors, named Denoux, who was W

slave like myself, 1 enquired what had become of his COmpa-.
mions. “Six of them,” said he, “ were carried away by the
emperor’s son, soon after our shipwreck, and have since gone
to France. M. TFaffaro, the surgeon-major, died of blows, h

received on the head with g large stick ; M. Raboin, sccond.
Heutenant, likewise expired in dreadful torture.

The earth, at the brink of

Others, tan

avoid the horrors of famine, have renounced their religion, Ag
for me, it will not be long before I follow those whom death has

delivered from their misery,  Beholdin what a condition 1 any;

there is no kind of il} treatment to which [ am not daily =

»
posed. )
Upon the information that some of thdberow had returned to
France, I conceived new hopes, think g Wat the marine miniss
ter would transmit positive orders to reclaim the rest.

eo, but he neglected to execute them. I was le.uug upon
the eauses of this total neglect, when, upon retiving behind my

bush, I was mueh astonished to sce: my master’s camels rotzens

»

Such

commands were actually received by the wice consul at Morogs
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: tide.  Being called, rather late, to receive my
it ?i‘:h(fft:tm%f: and not s::ing the poor haker, I took the li
E;:' ty of inquiring what was become of h:m, but thfz Arabs re-
surned a very cold answer, and drove me from Ll:f.-ir_prosa_-n_ca-.
Early the nest morning a young Arab, employed in tending,
the flocks, informed me that Si fly Mohammed, suspecting that
the baker, privately mil.km.i his _mmcl;., watched  him, apd
baving caught him in the fact, seized him by the throat and
strangled him,

I waudnl::w the only slave remaining io the hamlet, and had
no longer any companion to whom ¥ could communicate my,
misfortunes. My situation became daily mare deplosable, but
yet I resolved not tosuffer myself to be dejocted,

« Fhis resolution, and my conduet towards those who had en-
deavoured to humble me, procured me some respect among these
savages; so that 1 was occasionally permitted to lodge i the
back of their tents, and even sometimes to drink out of theiy
vessels, My master too suffered me to ramain unmolested, and
¥ was no longer required to tend his camels, 1t is true, he never
said a word concerning my liberty, but if he had 1 should nog
have regarded it, as I was so well acquainted with his perfidy
that I placed not the least eonfidence inhim. It Wis, 110Wt._-\-ur,
ssary for me to take faggots, as 1 had done for some time,

in order to exchange them for milk, being often driven, by thirsy
almost to madness.  The Arabs themselves suffered exceedingly
from the same cause; several of them died of hunger and.
thirst;: this being the fourth season in which their crops ‘ha_d
been destrayed by dreught. '[lis dreadiul situation had so irri-
tated their minds, that the different tribes made war upon each
other. . Milk entirely failed ther, and cach tricd who could car-
1y off most cattle, for the purpose of killing them a nd drying the-
flesh,  Water was still scarcer, as little is 10 be found in the
» EXcepting towards the sea, and even there it is black, pu-

trid, and brackish.  The bad quality of this beverage, together
with the want of pasturage, ahways keeps the Arabs at a distance
the coast, Being destitate of every kind of provision,none
attempted to pursue his journey, Those who had the-least
milk quenched their thirst from the bowels of the camels which
they Killed.  From the stomachs of these animals they presseda
greenish kind of water, which they caretully preserved, und boil-
ed their fiesh in it.  That procured from the bodies of their
8oats had the tasie and smell of sweet fennel, and the broth
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made of it never appeared disagreeable ; but that procuro'df 0
the camel was not equally pleasing to the taste. [ was.m
astonished, that these animals, which never drink above twi

or thrice a year, and cat nothing but dried plants, should have

such a prodigious quantity of water in their stomachs.

In order toregain my liberty [ found means to get again inte
my possession the treasure 1 'had given the Arab, which might

have enabled me to cross the desert, and to bribe the Arabs
conduct me to Morocco,  Sidy Mohammed, however, soon
sed it, and prevailed on me, by varions powerful argamen
onee more torestore it.  The prineipal inducement was ap

mise of being sentto Mogador, and meanwhile to be allowed &

sufficient quantity of milk, night and morning.

Atlength chance conducted Sidy Mahmud, sherif of the tri
of Trargea, to the place which I was watering with my t
He inquired who I was, upon which the Arabs acquainted
with my history, boasting of the great riches, in powder
arms, which 1 was said to possess at Senegal.  The sherif

mediately recollected me, asked me what situation 1 had held

in the island of St. Louis, and I answercd his questions.

ing at me nearer, he exclaimed ; “ What, art thou Brisson |
Upon my replying in the affirmative, he appeared greatly astos
nished, and addressing himself to the Arabsk: “You do not
know this christian,” said he ; “every thing at Sencgal belo
him.” This man having scen me deliver stores in the king's 1
gaziné, imagined that they were my property ; and my mast
brother-in-law, Sidy Selim, hearing this flattering accountofi

riches, did not scruple to purchase me at the price of five

camels. L
I was ignorant of this bargain, when I was unexpectedly f
d both with joy and surprize. Returning one evening wi
my master from watering our camels, for the third time durs
three months, my mistress ordered me to carry a \eather buck:
which she had burrowed, to a neighbouring tent. There 1 fou
Sidy Selim, whe calling me to him, directed me to preparé:
depart with him the next morning for Mogador.  Ihad.
so often flattered with this hope, and as often deceived, th
~ could scarcely believe him to be in camest.  The appearai
however, ofsome preparation for the proposed journey, cony
ced me that he was, and the old man, repeating his pro
tions, I was so transported that I threw myselfat his feet;»
sighed, and laughed ; in short 1-knew not what 1 was d
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Jy order to feel ot form an idea of what I experienced, when I
tonfnied thut the ehains of my _svll'w:ud_u were broken, a persom,
soust have heen reduced to a similar situation,
i My former master then called mey and told me that I no
Jonger belonged to, him, 1 have fulfilled my promise,” he
added, ¢ you are going to be restored to your country.” These
words made me forget all my resentment, and, resign mysclf en=
tirely to o which was incteased when informed that I was to
have & companion. * We are going to join him,” said he, “a
few paces hogci." 1 ']\:‘v[as far from suspuclting_ that he (llm-ant the
anfortunate baker. 1 moment I saw him, 1 asked by what:
siracle he had heen restored to life. ¢ Alas!” he r(aplie-):.l, e |
a wow not how I escaped death. Sidy Mohammed one day sup-
iijg.d_'mé milking bis camels. He ran up to me, gave me
several blows, and squeczed my throat so closely, that I felk
almost lifeless at his feet. Upon recoveringany senses, 1 wasi
astonished to find myself alone. My ncek was covered. with
blood, and you may still sce the marks of his nails. I crawled,
as well as I was able; into a cavern of the rock, which several
times echoed the voice of my barbarous master, who came back
to look for me, or, at least, to sce in what situation T was. [
had resolved either to starve myself to death, or to make for
the seg-const, in the hope of meeting with some, vesseh E
had scarcely procecded a few steps among the rocks, inv order
 hail a small sloop, which lay at anchor off the coast, when
was seized by two young Arabs, who teok the greatest care
of me ; and since that time 1 have been theirslave.  They ap-
Eﬂd to: be of a much milder disposition than the Arabsof;
interior. and are much more industrious.  They informed
me, about a fortnight ago, that they were going to take mce to
ﬁ?'s?lm; and | am inclined to believe that their reason for:
bringing me hither was, because they had agreed upon this
plage of rendeavous with your master, after informing him that
they bad me in their possession.”

4 g_'dy Mohammed’s behaviour, upon taking leave of me, was.
very affecting.  © adicu, my dear Brigson !’ said he; “ you
axe about 0 yndertake a long journey. You will soon pers
ceive that [ had great reason to be afraid of it. I wish no dan-
ger may befal you, and that your passage by sea may be more

rtunate than the last.  Adieu! lorset not to send my wife-
the scarlet cloth.  Charge it to the account of Sidy Sclim.
Ones more adieu, my dear Brisson!” The tears which ac-
companied the last words, might have deceived me, had k
not known what an adept he was in the art of dissimulation,
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After wo had been sixty-six days on our journey, my strength
was exhausted

under my misfortuncs; had not my master, to encourage me,
every now and then said :— Behold the sea ! Dost thou not see.
the ships? Have a good heart; we are almost at our journey’s:
end.” -~ Hope supported me, and when I least expected it, T
beheld the element of which 1 had so much cause to complain.
Upon quitting a labyrinth of broom brushes, we arrived at the.
top of a few hittle sand-hills, when, to my inexpressible joy—a

Joy of which the reader ean scarcely form an jdea—1 perceived

the French eolours, and those of several other nations, ﬂoa!in%-

over the poops of different vessels lying in the harbour o .'
Mogador, which place I as yet knew only by the name of |

Saira. “ Well, Brisson!” said my master, “ art thou not con-
tent 7 Dost thou not see the vessels?  Ave there any French #
I promised to conduct thee to the consul, and thou scest I have
kept my word. But what is the matter >—thou art quite;

silent  Alas! what could I answer? I could scarce!gf give

vent to my tears; and to articulate a word was impossib !
surveyed the sea, the colours, the ships, and the city, and
thought that every thing T beheld was only an illusion, The
unfortunate baker, equally affected and surprised, joined his

. sighs with mine; while my tears bathed the hands of the
generous old man who had procured me the enjoyment of such
an agrecable prospect.

Upon entering the city we met two Europeans, “ Whoever
you may be," said I, “ behold the misery of an unfortunate
man, and deign to assist him. Afford e some consolation,
and revive my drooping spirits, Where am I? Of what
country are you? What day of the month is it? What day
of the week is it?”—1 found “that 1 had addressed two of my
countrymen from Bourdeaux, who; after looking at me a few
moments, went to inform Messrs. Duprat and Cabannes, who
considered it a part of theirdut y torelieve, as far aslay in their
power, such unhappy people as might be driven upon these |
coasts, Those gentlemen came to meet me, and, without be-
ing disgusted by my appearance, which was far from inviting,
they clasped me in their arms and shed tears' of joy at being
able to relieve an unfortunate man. S

While I was waiting for an audience of the emperor, 1 aw’ ;
a captain review his troop. He was seated upon the ground,
with his chin resting upon his two fists, and his urms placed

» my legs were prodigiously swelled, my feet |
covered with running sores, and [ should infallibly have sunk
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upon his knees, which were bent upwards. He made his
l1(()].iez-s advance two by two, then gave his erlcm, upon which
:(}’ne men, after prosirating T)Ef()ﬂ; him, retired to their posts,
joy their amusement,
i 1‘-':;3?;1? s‘izil 0%’ the guards arriving with white staves, sudden-
ly leaped upon me, seized me b}- tI!n collar, ]:k'c:‘ a malefactor,
and having ordered two large folding doors, !1_Le thomj_ofluurf"
barns, to be opened, they pushed me rudely into a kind [o
enclosure, where Tlooked in vain for any thing announcing the
ajesty of the throne. Having walked fifteen or twenty paces past
a kind of wheelbarrow, my attendants made me suddenly turn
“about, and pushing me in a very brutal manner, ordered me
to prostrate myself before this wh{:cll_mrro\l\', in wh:_ch the t.:_m-
peror was seated cross-legged, amusing himself with stroking
his toes. Having looked at me for some time, he asked if I
was not one of those christian slaves whose vessel had bt‘(‘l“k cast
away upon his coasts about a year before ; what was the inten-
tion of my voyage to Sencgal, &c. “You were lost through
your own fault,” said he, “ Why did you not keep farther
from the shore? Art thou rich?” added he, * Art thou
bl
mein;::di scarcely answered the que.stions, when he orde;_-ed
aper and ink to be brought him, with a small reed, wl_uch
}:e used as a pen. He then traced out the four cardinal
points, to shew me that Paris laid to_“_fu.rds the neorth, and
wrote down a few cyphers, asking me if I knew them, He
likewise put several other questions of the same kind to
display the great extent of his learaing, 4 !

“ Did the mountaineers treat thee well 2 centinued the
prince, “did they make much of thy efiects:™" I replied
to all his questions ; observing, that the nearer we approach-
ed the capital we found the manners uf_the, mh:l_lnt:mts
milder and more civilized. « My authority,” replied he,
*“ does not extend over all the country thou hast traversed,
or rather my criers cannot be conveyed so far.  With whom
didst thou come ?* « With Sidy Selim, of the tiibe of
Roussye.” ¢ [ know him,” said the emperor, *let him be
bl'ought hither.”' A moment -.1i't.erwurfis‘n'!y master was -
troduced. The emperor ordered oune of hlﬁ_gu&}rds to take
care of me and the baker, till he should receive fresh ogders, .
and to supply me with food from the royal kitchen; this
man seemed greatly surprized that the sultan should have
conversed so long with a slave.

y
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Fortunately the French consul was, at this time, in greaf
favour with ‘the emperor, on account of some presén
svhich be had made him, The emperor, for this reason,
all the prisoners at liberty, and me among the rest; sot
we had nowonly to consider of ‘the necessury measares fog
our return to France, i

The Arabs of the deésert, among whom Thad resided, are
ignorant, tha‘n. th_ry not only consider themselves as the
principal nation in the wotld, but have the foolish vanity
te believe thut the sun rises for them only :"* hehold thy
laminary,” 'said they, < which is wnknown in thy conuts
During the night, thou art not Tighted as we are, by tha
heavenly body which regulates our days and our fasts, |
children (meaning the stars) point out to us the hours df
prayer. You have neither trees nor cainels, sheep, pou
nor dogs. Areyour women made like ours 20 s f:itﬁ*e:f
said one, ‘counting wmy fugers wnd toes, “ he is wad
hikems; he differsonlyin colour and language, which asto
ishes me.  “ Do you sow barley in your houses 2” {treanin
our ships.) < No,” answered I'; “we sow our felds alm
in the same season as you."—¢ How "' exclaimed several of
them, “do you live upon land 2 We believed that you wer
iborn and lived upon the sva.” {

s soonas my quarantine was finished at Cadiz, where T Tans

ded, before 1 proceeded tomy mnative Tind, orto the arms of'a
ténder and afiectionate wife, T wrote to the Marechal de Cuss
trivs that D'waited for his orders to return to Sencgal.  Char
with fresh dispatches, I again embarked ‘at Havre de Grace,
the 6th of May, 1787, and Tiid the good fortune 1o arrive at
island of St. Louis, without any accident.

T7 Plummer, Printer, Secthing-Lane.
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