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GLOSSARY

I have included in this giossary terms which I have had occasion to
use in the dissertation which are likely not to be familiar to most readers
These terms include words from the Kewa language, from Tok pisin or Neo-
Melanesian, acronyms and a few Engiish terms the usage or referent of which
may be unknown to many outside of PNG.

The definitions or glosses offered below are mylown. They benefit from

reference to the work of Karl and Joice Franklin in Kewa (see Franklin et ai.

1978, A Kewa Dictionary) and F. Mihalic in Tok Pisin or what he calls

"Melanesian Pidgin" (see 1971, The Jacaranda Dictionary and Grammar of

Melanesian Pidgin). I have presented a gloss or the full expansion of the

acronyms listed here with the first usage of a term in the body of the dis-
sertation. This listing is for reference upon encountering the terms again.
A note about Kewa orthography is necessary. Franklin et al. presents
spellings which sometimes differ from those I've used here. Twa differences
arise out of his treatment of Kewa phonemics. In East Kewa (see Map 2,
Chapter 1), some consonants are regularly prenasalized in word-internal con-
texts. In South and West Kewa the terms in use are the same, but the pre-
nasalization is absent. Franklin has accounted for this feature of Cast
Kewa in a phonetic rule, and dces not include an "n" in the spelling. 1
have included it. For example, "mondo" listed below appears as "mode” in
the Frankiin Dictionary (1978:178). The Franklins have also distinguished
pnonemically in the Kewa two sounds associated with “a" in English:
"3, as in butter: (a mid-central vowel occurring most often in
unstressed position only);
2a, as in 7ather: (a low-central vowel, often reflecting the
historical loss of an adjacent consonant;" (Franklin et al.

1978:19)

[ have presented terss here as I transcribed them in the vield, sometimec

4
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differing in form in minor ways from Franklin. The linguistic differences
were not a focus of my research and are not in any way crucial.
Entries are listed first, underlined. Non-English terms are identified

as originating in either Kewa (K) or Tok Pisin (TP).

alamo, (K}, a wild cane grass with an edible center. Often referred to as
"1ong pitpit" (see pitpit below).

aralu, (K), a social group headed by a father, ara, and his children. The
T Franklins gloss the term as "family," but Muli informants specifically
denied that a wife or mother were included in the reference of the
term.

banis, (TP), 11tera11y “fence,"” but used in Muli to designate a fenced pas-
T ture, as in the "sipsip banis" to refer to the Department of Primary
Industry Muli Sheep Project.

bisnis, (TP), business. The term is applied to activities invelving com-

mod1ty production and commodity circulation. It was also used on
occasion to refer to the exchange activities of the precolonial days,
drawing a parallel between the ability of a man to make a shell tumn
into a pig through a series of exchanges, ang the ability now of con-
verting goods into cash and cash into more cash.

birua, (TP), enemy.
buai, (TP), betel nut

DASF, Department of Agriculture, Stock, and Fisheries. Administrative
predecessor to DPI. :

didiman, (TP), agricultural extension officer.

dina, (TP}, a loan.

DOPI, Department of Primary Industry. Successor to DASF. The switch in
name may have occurred prior to independence. I am not certain of the
date. .

European, an adjective applicable to anyone of white skin or the goods, cus-
toms, etc., associated with them. Australians, American, Britons, 2tc.,
are all "European.”

giaman, (TP), "a lie,” or "to 1ie." As an adjective used as a derisive term

or term of belittlement.

H.L.S., Highlands Labour Scheme.

hanari, {TP), hungry. In the usage reterred to in this work, hancri s
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synonymous with taim hangri (7P), and rea (K). A period in which mature,
big sweet potatoes are not available in gardens.

kaga, (TP), cargo. Supplies, especially for a store.
kaikai, (TP), to eat or consume, as in kaikai mani, "consume money."

kampani, (TP}, a company, large business enterprise. The definitive kampani
in Muli's experience are plantations.

kandipi, (K), European person.
kaukau, (TP), the generic name for sweet potatoes.

kiap, (TP), initially referred to colonial patrol officers. The term has
been extended to other administrative leaders. The Village Court
Magistrate is often called the "village kiap" in Muli. The Ialibu
District Manager is sometimes referred to as the " iap," too.

kina, (TP), mother of pearl shell.

komiti, (TP}, committee. Refers to members of Ward Committees established
under colonial rule as a community advisory group to the Local Govern-
ment Councilor. The committees rarely, if ever, functioned as such
in Muli (see Chapter 2). .

kopi, (TP), coffee.

.

kunai,(TP), sword arass which covers much of the deforested, ungardened
areas of the Highlands.

kura, (K), a arass grown and dried for making women's grass skirts.

lain, (TP), clan; ancestral group; any level of sub-group of the clan. The
English term "1ine" is used in the same fashion.

taki, (TP), "Tucky," the name of a card game played in ganbling.

les, (TP) as used here, “tired of," as in "I'm tired of eating sweet pota-
toes. Also means "lazy" in different use.

L.G.C., Local Government Council.

11, (K), literally "fruit," but used in Muli to refer to 10t coins, as well.

maa, (K), indigenous taro. ‘

maaou, (X), garden.

masta, (K), master. A term of address or reference apolicable to male *
Europeans, or Europeans as a whole. Contrasts with misis (Mrs.),

applied to European women.

meri, (TP), woman.
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moao, (K), placenta.
mondo, (K), sweet potato. mondo maapu, (K), sweet potatc garden.
nana reoona kopi, (K), my coffee trees. Used to refer to a man's source

oFf income, his-business. In the cases cited here, the phrase was
applied to a man's daughters.

nem, (TP), name. To achieve a nem is to become well-known, to achieve high
status.

oandi, (K), a short edible grass common in Muli gardens and diets.
papa, (TP}, father or caretaker, manager.

pipia, (TP), trash, rubbish. Pipia kaukau, (TP), small kaukau deemed
suitable only for pigs' consumption under good kaukau supply conditions.

pitpit, (TP), generic term referring to edible grasses, and to wild cane
grass covering ungardened areas. Sotpela pitoit, (TP), "short pitpit,”"
is the equivalent of pandi. Longpela pitpit, (iP), ""long pitpit,"
refers commonly to alamo (see above).

ples, (TP), village or home area, place.

P.M.V., Passenger Motor Vehicle. Pickup trucks and small buses used for
transport services for pay.

P.N.G., Papua New Guinea.

poroman, (TP), partner or equal. In the contexts repbrted in this disser-
tation the term was being used to designate persons of equivalent age.

pyrethrum, varieties of chrysanthemumused in production of chemical insecti-
cides. A cash-crop in some Highlands areas.

raani, (K), edible cloverlike green most common in Muli gardens.

raba, (TP), black rubber rings worn as wristlets and used sometimes in
women's gambling circles to substitute for cash.

re, (K}, base. reali, (K), base man or male owner. rewinva, (X), basa
woman or female owner. '

rea, (X), hungry time. See hangri above.
rekere, (K}, mother of pearl shell.

-renaa/X-repaa, (K), a suffix attached to a decsased male's name to refer
To his 1iving descendants. Patrilineal group. The term does nct
stand alone and is used to refer only to 1iving persons under normal
circumstancas. The X-repaa Form which ['ve used here simely uses
"X" as a placeholder. o

romo, (K}, poisoncus substances.
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ruru, (K), clan or line (see"lain" above). The term can be used to refer
to a clan or its sub-clan.

samting nating, (TP), "something nothing," something of no concern.

sande, (TP), a system of savings circle in which payments are made by all
members of a voluntary group to a single member of the group. Recip-
ient status is rotated around the group so that each periodically
receives a large lump sum.

satu, (TP), dice and a dice-game.
su, (K), ground or lg-ation. Su reali, (K), the owner of the ground.

susu, (TP), milk, breast or udder. Pik susu, (TP), a brood sow. Applied
in Muli to European-breed pigs, as well.

tambu, (TP), taboo, in-law.

taim hangri, (TP), see hangri above.

wantok, (TP), literally “one talk" or "one who shares the same language,"
used loosely to refer to friends.

Yuropen, (TP), European (see Europear above).



R e >

T

Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

The aim of this dissertation is to contribute to our understanding
of peripheral formations of the world capitaligt social formation which
dominates the political economy of the world today. It presents an
analysis of the integration of a Papué New Guinea Highlands clan group
into the colonial and independent national politieal economy, and into
the world capitalist system. The analysis is guided by the appiication
of an analytical model derived from critical political economy. Ethno-
graphic field research was conducted between June 1980 and May 1981 in
the Central Highlands of Papua New Guiﬁea among Muli Ekerepa, a Kewa-
speaking clan group in the Ialibu District of the Southern Highlands
Province.

The first section of this introduction will set the ethnograohic
context within which this study was conducted. This will be followed
by a discussion of the theoretical framework and model quiding the study,
historical materialist studies of the periphery. The third secpion of
the introduction characterizes Muli Census Division and the Ialibu
District within which it is located, the field site within which
research was conducted. A summary of data collection techniques follows.
discussing the sources of the data presented in the dissertation.

Finally, an outline of the rest of the work is oresented.
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Papua New Guinea Peasants and Peripheral Economy

The first representatives of the world capitalist system enteread
the Central Highlands of Papua New Guinea fifty years ago, searching for
gold and souls. Colonial administration followed, spreading its in-
fluence gradually. In 1952, colonialism came to Ialibu, and to the region
which came to be known as the Kewabe. :

By the time direct colonial influence reached Ialibu, the national
economy of Papua New Guinea had been shaped into a peripheral or under-
developed economfc formation? in the world system.' There is Tittle
doubt that PNG must be considered one of the less develcped natiohs of
the world, in the sense that its economic development 6n all of the
standard measures p1aces.it low in the ranks of world nations. Morawetz
(1977), in a review of WO(Id economic devé]opment between 1950 and 1975,
reports PNG ranking forty-third among the seventy-seven developing nations
surveyed, based on a measure of per capita gross national product (GNP).
PNG's per capita GNP in 1975 was US$412 (1974 dollars). This was equal to
only 7.9% of the average GNP of the definitive developed nations, the
nations of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(0ECD).3 1In dollar amounts, PHG's $412 per capita GNP feil 34,325 beigw
the OECD average. Morawetz calculated the number of years it would take
for each developing nation to close the gap to the QECD average, based
on national econcmic growth rates (averaged over 15 years). PNG needs
only 2,826 years to accomplish this feat.

0f greater importance to us, however, is the structure of PNG's
economy and iis place in the world economy. The World Bark (1978) nas

previded the foilewing characterizations. it is cliear that, as 2

[&Y]
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colony of Australia, PNG was developed as a périphera] area, as
described by Amin (see Note 2). The colony's involvement with the world
economy was dominated by its export agricultural production on expatriate
and govermment controlled planatations. No markef for internal supply
was developgd, relying }nstead on imports fromlparental Australia to
meet expatriate needs. After the second wor1d_war, development of the
Highlands was guided by governmental policies very much favoring ex-
patriate activities, with periods of easy and cheap land alienation,
favorable credit te;ms to enable purchase of the desired capital goods
duty'free, imports of those goods from Australian firms {and consequent
failure to develop a manufacturing sector of the Papua and New Guinea

ecoﬁomy), and the Highlands Labour Scheme as a means of obtaining a

steady flow of cheap labor to the expatriate business concerns (World

Bank 1978:40-41). A system of commodity production for export gréw up'
next to, apd intermixed with, a domestic economy in which commodities
played Tittle role, and for which there was consequently 1ittle commodity
oroduction. The flow of money associated with export production drew
labor to plantations. It enticed the development of smallholder cash

cropping for export. But it did not destroy the local bases of produc-

_tion, nor transform the social relations within which people produced.4

Ethnographic reports have documented well the absorption by PNG
societies of the effects of colonial pacification and monetization witn-
out transformation of the structure of local social ties. Western
money and goods have been incorporated into local gubsistence consump-
tion in the form of steel toois, processed foods, clothing, decorations,
and other imported commodities (see e.g., Brown 1970; Meggitt 1971:

Howlett 1973).
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Western cash and commodities were also integrated into local
systems of ceremonial exchange. Meggitt (1971:203-204) and A. Strathern
(1976:280) present data from Enga and Mount Hagen, respectively, re-
garding the initial treatment of cash as equivalent to various locaily-
defined domains of valuables used as tokens in ceremonial exchange.
Colonialist flooding of the Highlands with imported shells, and the
resulting distortion of shell value by inflation, eventually forced
redefinition of definitions of equivalent goods in ceremonial exchange.
The Central Enga, for example, traded shells of lesser value to fringe
groups, then dropped such shells from their exchange spheres, refusing
to accept any but the most valuable of shells in return payments (mother
of pearl), in addition to pigs and cash (Meggitt 1971}. Such changes
did not destroy the ceremonial systems. In fact, in some areas cere-
monial exchange appeared to have been heightened and broadened by the
wider geographical range allowed by pacification (A. Strathern 1971),
by easing the demands of garden labor on men through the introduction
of more efficient tools (Salisbury 1962), and by increasing the number
of valuables in circulation (A. Strathern 1976 and references).

The addition of new sources of wealth increased the ability of big-
men to attract followers 'and wield influence through redistribution of
that wealth. Salisbury (1968) reports that among the Siane and Tolai
this resulted in actually enlarging the effective political groups. WNew
mecnanisms for acquiring wealth, such as coffee production, were inta-
grated into local activities and exploited side by side with traditionai
mechanisms vor the traditional political end--to make presenta“ions *a

frienas and ailies, whether nigs and shells or rice and tinned fisn
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(Brown 1972, 1974 cited in A. Stratﬁern 1976:282). The heightening of
ceremonial activity supported by the integration of cash and commodities
had a feedback effect motivating further efforts to obtain cash and
commodities for use in such traditional activities (Belshaw 1955:30-
31). Precapitalist PNG societies absorbed all of these changes, but
they were not internally restructured. h

Colonial policy assured the maintenance of the clan-based Highlands
gardening system, forming a "labor reserve" for plantat{on enclaves and
a cost-efficient social insurance program for the laborers who came to
work.® The Highlands Labour Scheme, begun about 1950, brought Highland
men to coastal plantations which were in need of'labour. But it also
took them back to the Highlands after their contracted period. Labor
migration in PNG is primarily circular (see €.g., readings in May, ed.
1977). Harris has argued, based on data from the Southern Highlands
Province (1972), that young men leave their home areas for the combined
motives of increasing status through acquiring cash, énd seeking excite-
ment away from the village, where the end of warfare and the impositicn
of colonial labor demands resulted in a moﬁotonous, unsatisfying life.
But Harris notes, too, that the vast majority of young men return to
their homes, intending to stay and to enter into bisnis ("business"--
TP). This pattern of migration allows plantations to pay wages suf-
ficient to maintain only a single person. Families remain in the home
areas, producing their own subsistence, and providing the sanctuary to
which a worker can return when sick, threatened, or simply tired of

working.
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Rural development policy aimed at minimal dislocation of indigenous
producers, geographically or culturally. [t encouraged the addition of
commercial production to the precolonial system of production based in
gardening for direct consumption (Howlett 1973). This policy has not
produced the growing, integrated economy projected by the colonial
officers responsible for implementing it. Rural producers actively
followed the plan. Cash cropping is widespread, dominated in the High-
lands by coffee production. Business was undertaken by "primitive
capitalists” and "big men" (Epstein 1968; Finney 1973). But business
has more often than not failed to become a self-reproducing, capital
accumulating enterprise. Profits of business buy pigs (Strathern 1972a:
377) and support unpaid helpers in their exchange activities (Brown
1972:92). Businesses are dissolved when owners fall ill to sorcery
pérformed by jealous clansmen (McKillop f980:155—157). Wage labor
opportunities in home regions are limited in most areas, and labor
migration to plantations and towns away from the rural areas is wide-
spread.

It is obvious that the Highlanders have taken to bisnis, es-
pecially cash-cropping, but, as noted by Salisbury (1970:235-238),
bisnis remains supplementary in the minds of most Highianders, and
the provision of their own subsistence primary. Fisk (1962, 19656) re-
ported the continuing dominance of the subsistence sector even though
most individuals straddle the sectors, engaging as well in cash-
cropping, and of the artificial means necessary to induce further
deveiopment. In 1978, the World Bank (1978:4) estimated that 90% of

PNG's arable land was under subsistence farming, and that 60-70% of
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the population were subsistence farmers. It is clear that PHNG has not
developed into a nation of capitalists and proletarians. But the
references above make clear, as well, that these subsistence farmers

are not isolated from cash-producing activities. Rural Highlands
agricultural producers have integrated commodity-production and com-
modity-consumption into their lives to varying degrees. While trading
in commodities, however, rural producers rely primarily on their own
production for direct consumption to meet most of thgir own material
needs (hence the World Bank's label). it has become increasingly common
to refer to these rural producers as “peasants"® (see, e.g., Spoehr 1960;
Meggitt 1971; Howlett 1973; Amarshi et al. 1979; Connell 1979).

Within the Papua New Guinea context, what is meant by the label
“peasant" is the integration of agriculturally based family production
units into the larger colénial, now independent national, PNG economy.
The process of peasantization implied in the analyses using this term
is constituted by the partial commoditization (and monetization) of
daily life of the producers in question. In the process of absorbing
the cash- and commodity-oriented activities introduced by the colonial
administration, Highlands producers have developed a dependence on
imported commodities (Meggitt 1971) and an “inescapable need for cash”
(Howlett 1977:3).

Use of the term "peasants" has come to signal, as well, a shift in
methodological treatment of rural agricﬁltura] producers. Howlett (1973)
argues explicitly against the assumption that PNG Highlanders are in
transition from being primitive agriculturalists to becoming full-

fledged capitalists {(and laborers). Her ana]ysis of indigenous Goroka



Ve e,

B T TN

Stk s

e e . e

9 e et e

-2 -

coffee growers suggested that the mode of integrating tnese producers
into the national economy could effectively prevent their continuing
development. The ability of colonial government to dictate what com-
modities would be produced for export, and the existence of a class of
expatriate capitalists who could prevent the rise of indigenous 2nter-
prises through competiticn, effectively limited these producers to
the status of terminal peasants. Later analyses of PNG peasantries
have moved more explicitly into analyses of the class relations within
which the peasants produce. The attention of these analysts has focused,
too, on what appears to be a growing differentiation between péasants.
Inequalities inherent~in Highlands precapitalist systems are giving
riée to a class of "big peasants" through the differential ability to
exploit the new opportunities for weaith and power (Amarshi, 5ood,
Mortimer 1979; Connell 1979; Donaldson and Good 1978). The big peasant
class is thus far confined primarily to areas which have served as caniers
Tor foreign plantation activity (Fitzpatrickn.d.; A.Strathern 15822). Sut in
a]Tiance with the urban state petty bourgeoisie, its power and dominance

is growing. This alliance is deemed by Donaldson and Gocd to be "the

on

heart of the political economy of independent Papua New Guinea" /1973:
The growing inequality which has produced the big peasantry may svenr e
producing a rural prolatariat (Connell 1979; Howlett 1577). Howiezt
suggests that in rural areas such a class wouid not be immediately
obvious due to the exi,ting Xinship and clan ties wnich pravail.. Lanc-
fess individuals wouid likely be living with anc/or working for scmecne
else in the rural clan area in order to maintain access to the mazne o

subsistance. 1% remains to be seen how the arccess af rurai
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proletarianization carries forward. But most of rural PHG remains
outside the immediate spheres of these big peasants. There exists an
ongoing struggle to control the production of these not-so-big peasants
in the regions far from plantation centers. It is in such a rural
hinterland area that the research reported here was conducted.

Historical Materialism and Studies in the Periphery

In order to assess the process of socio-econcmic transformation
or development of a rural Highlands mode of production into the articu-

lated system to be described, we need to analyze how the capitalist

system has engaged the lalibu area, the social relations which have

arisen, the responses of local people to thesé externally introduced
changing conditions. I have found the methodological tools for such

an analysis in the conceptual framework of historical materialism. I
will elaborate below my understanding of those dimensions of this frame-
work which are central to my research.

Historical materialist studies of development/underdevelopment,
while varied (see fFoster-Carter 1974, 1978:47-48 for brief overviews),
manifest a basic methodological unity. Such studies place their emphases
on totality (holism), history, and structure. Historical materialist
studies of the phenomena labelled "development and underdevelooment"
shara as well the position that, in our current historical mcment, during
which these studies are being done, the object of study is the totality
which has been created by the spread and dominance of capitalism, world-
wide. Amin (1974b-1:2-3) has written that, apart from a few ethnographic
oreserves such as the Orinoco River area, all contemporary societies must

be anaiyzed in their integraticn into the world system--a werld system
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which all agree is the capitalist world-economy (Melotti 1977:159;
Wallerstein 1974a). Amin (1977:40) has elgborated and summarized a
large literature declaring the existence of a world economy. He argues
that the world is currently covered by a single human economic system
consisting of capitalist formations characterized by:
a. universal values of commodities, the supremacy
of values of goods as determined internationally,
not nationally;
b. dinternational mobility of capital investment and
accumulation; .
c. nationally bounded mobility of tlabor.
Two groups of formations have arisen within this system, according to
Amin, .the mature, dominant "central" formations, and the irmature, de-
pendent "peripheral” formations. Arguments among historical materialists
about the essential features of this world economic structure, nave
honed the methodological tools available to the microanalyst and ethno-
grapher.

One mode of formulating this conceptualization takes its cue from
the emphasis on "totality" noted above. Sweezy states clearly his
position on a central issue in this division of historical materialists.
re notes that until recently, it has been the received and accepted
wisdom of the tradition that the central contradiction or principal
location of the dvnamic of the capitalist system was to be found in tne
struggie between the capitalist class and the proletariat in the hignly
developed nations. The future of capitalism was to be determined by

the cuicome of this strucgle. Hcwever, writes Sweezy:
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“Since the Second World War, ..., it has become in-
creasingly clear that the principal contradiction
in the system, at least in the present historical
period, is not within the developed part but
between the developed and underdeveloped parts"

11972:13).

The future of capitalism lies in the outcome of the struggles by the

' underdeveloped nations for national liberation, and escape from the

dominance of the developed center of the world capitalist system.

Sweezy's position presents an analysis which views a transformation
in the historical totality which is the capitalist world-economy as
having transformed as well the essential internal nature of that totality.
It is the totality, capitalism, which is the central concept here, and
concentration on the capitalist mode of production, as distinct from the
world sysiem, would be an erroneous sidgtrack.

Wallerstein, proponent of a position which shares this emphasis on

' the fotality, capitalism, but which locates this center-periphery con-

tradiction as the central contradiction since the sixteenth century
(1974a), makes this latter implication more explicit. Wallerstein
states (1974b:393-394) that he rejects the attempts by many to define
the variety of modes of production which they believe exist in the
periphery. Attacking Laclau (1971), Wallerstein suggests that Laclau's
argument with Frank {1969a) revolves around the question of ; unit of
analysis. Laclau's position that feudalism coexisted with capitalism
in Brazil is based on an explicit definition of "capitalist mode of
productien” as involving the engagement of capitalist owners of the
means of ‘production and landless wage laborers--and the coexistence in

Brazil with such capitalist production of production processes involving
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landholding direct producers under coercive non-capitalist production.
Wallerstein, while not denying the distinction, suggestis that the unit
of analysis in guestion is neither capitalist-proletarian producing units
nor Brazilian production, but the world-economy, the totality. The
essential feature of the capitalist world economy is not the existence
of the production relations described by Laclau, but rather a unified
world division of labor and "production for sale in a market for which
the object is to realize the maximum profit" (Wallerstein 1974b:398).
Within this world system of commodity prﬁduction for maximum profif,'
groups pursue their economic interests (i.e., maximize profits) while
seeking to distort the market to their benefit (1974b:406). Shifts in
advantage within the world eccnomy (specifically in crises of overpro-
duction and insufficient demand? or of short supply) produce shifts in,
the bargaining power of diffe}ent‘groups and realignment of poljtica]
possibilities (e.g., serfs may be able to extract better rent conditions
from feudal landlords under conditions of population decline). Under
such shifting conditions, it is possible that those nations currently
peripheral or semi-peripheral within the world economy will find them-
selves with new conditions of advantage, exploitable so as to shift
their position within the system (Wallerstein 19756). Wallerstein's
nosition, then, 1éads us to peripheral studies which define conditions
in the periphery as derived from the state of a peripheral society's
economic situation--its comparative advantages, or lack thereof, in the
capitaiist world economy. It is the integration of a society into 2
world market exchange system which brings it under dominarce of, and

constitutes it as oart of, world capitalism (see Wallerstein 19744 ror
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his analysis of the historical rise of this world-system). Frank, who
attempts most explicitly in this sub-tradition to understand the'capital-
ist periphery and its nature as part of the larger world system, shares
with Wallerstein this emphasis on the capitalist system as a totality
which dominates and constitutes both the developed and underdeveloped
nations in its very functioning. Integration into thé world market
system as a peripheral subsidiary of a capitalist metropole provides

the means of developing underdevelopment in the periphery. The surplus
value created in peripheral production is appropriated by the metropole
and lost to the periphery--thus preventing its own accumulation of capi-
tal, and consequent full development. As with Wallerstein, Frank views
the entire world system as "capitalist," and finds the efforts by writers
such as Laclau to.establish the coexistence of feudalism and capitalism
in Latin America as being guilty of the same dualistic eréors he attacks
in the development studies which he labels as "bourgeocis" (1969b:223).
The existence of an underdeve]oped nation is not to be explained by such
duaiist explanations, as the lagging development out of feudalism, but
rather as a product of a unified world system--capitalism. Its place is
to be defined in terms of its place in the process of appropriation of
surplus labor and in ‘he metropole-satellite links from the center to
the periphery of the world economy. Again, with Frank as well as with
Wallerstein, the dominance of capitalism is simply the existence of
capitalism in its world-economic market system. To be integrated into
this system is to be capitalist, and studies of development and socio-
economic change are to be guided by analysis of the penetration of this

system of market exchange and the mechanisms allowing exploitation. cr



A owl

- 14 -

appropriation of the surpius produced, through dominance of the ex-
change systems--monopolistic control of goods, usurious financial ex-
change, etc. (Frank 1969a:219-277).

The position of Frank and Wallerstein described here has been
vehemently attacked by many Marxists on the grounds that the position
defining capitalism as market system is anti-dialectical and mechanical,
ignores the importance of class and of the concept of social re]étions
of production in historical materialist theory, and ignores the basic
importance of production to the analysis of a society's material hase.
The critique of the "Neo-Smithian™ position in Marxism (as Brenner has
labeled it--1977) has argued that the processes of growth of trade and
commodity-production in and of themselves cannot account for the alter-
ing of*dominant social relations and, in fact, must posit a capitalist
rationality to those individua1§ who originally introduced it, implying
that there existed precapitalist producers who had capitalist minds
(without explaining the origins of this rationality) or that all humans
are profit maximizers no matter what the relations of production within
which they exist (this problem is only implicit in Frank's work in that
he does not discuss the origins of capitalism per se; it is an explicit
problem for Wallerstein who does atiempt to account for those erigins).

The Frank-Sweezy-Wallerstein position fails primarily because of
its inattention to distinct modes of production co-existing within the
capitalist dominated world svsitem. Their narrowing of'the analysis of
the world situation to an analysis of "capitalism" and the shifting
pcsitions of center and periphery {as in Wallers:tein 1975) or the nier-

archical and universal metrooole-satellite capitalist relations {as in
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Frank 1969a,b) posits a singular structure of the world economy and
eliminates our attention to the analyses of differing classes created
in the various modes of production co-existing within the sphere reached
by the commodity market system. By focusing on the spread of this ex-
change system, and ignoring the variety of social forms within which
the commodities are produced, this position tends to posit the effects
of commodity exchange as the dynamic, destructive force of capitalism,
and ignores the human social relations within which the class struggle
is fought over the conditions within which commodity exchange and com-
modity production are carried out (Anderson 1974a; Brenner 1976, 1977;
Dobb 1964; Hilton 1978; Laclau 1971; Lukacs 1971:56; Melotti 1972:191,
n.2, 1972:195,n.3; Sweezy et al. 1575).

Writers in this second tradition have come to emphasize the dis-

" tinction between "social formation" and "mode of production." Thompson

(1978), citing Engels, warns against presuming that Marx's analyses of
the capitalist mode of production is an exhaustive analysis of capi-
talism (as does Amin 1974b:21). Marx is credited with providing the
fundamental concepts, developed in his analyses of the capitalist mode
of production (1967) and elsewhere, and Lenin (1975) and Baran and
Sweezy (1966) with further developing the analysis of that mode of pro-
duction following its historical transformations at the center of the
world systam, but as for the analyses of peripneral capitalism, the
theory is only currently being developed, with "everything in this fieid
stil1" to be done (Amin .1974b-1:20). The concept of “"social formation"
is of importance to these .studies on the periphery of the wcrld economy

orecisely because it is there, as contrasted with the center of the
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system, in which a plurality and heterogeneity of modes of production
exist within the integrated system (Anderson 1974b:22,n.6). It is the
dominance of one of these modes of production within a social formation
which is to be theorized, and specifically the dominance of the capi-
talist mode of production in our current situation.

The best attempts to conceptualize the world-dominance of capi-
talism and the continued existence in peripheral societies of pre-
capitalist modes of production is that elaborated in the work of Samir
Amin {1974a, 1974b, 1976). Amin views the dominance of capital in a
social formation as being situated in the processes of accumulation.

If accumulation is the dominant function in exchange and circulation of
commodities (a point on which these Marxist traditions agree, cf.
Sweezy 1972:6)}, then the social formation is capitalist. By no means
is this to be taken as maintaining that all production is carried out
under capitalist social relations (i.e., capitalist and wage laborer).
In fact, it is precisely that such is not the case which distinguishes
peripheral and central capitalism. When capitalist social reiations
are the form in which production is carried out, accumulation is

accomplished through economic mechanisms which have been analysed

by Marx (1967 -- this is the process of accumulation at the center

of the capitalist soci;] formation, where capitalist relations of pro-
duction are ubiquitous. At‘the periphery, however, capitalist social
relations typically do not hold such a moncpoly. Capitalist accumuia-
tion is accomplished by ever changing forms of ongoing primitive accumu-
lation, these mechanisms being labeled "unecual exchange” by Amin (16745-

1:134). It is not, however, the economic mechanisms of uneaual sexchanas
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which create underdevelopment per se. The existence of unequal exchange
is possible due only to the underlying processes of class formation in
the periphery and the function of peripheral societies in the worid capi-
talist order.

The function of peripheral societies in the worid economy is a con-
sequence of the rationale underlying the extension of the sphere of
capitalism to these societies. Amin argues that this extension is "the
work of ‘central' capital, which strives in this way to find a solution
to its own problems. The extension of capitalism is ... intended to
bring about a rise in the rate of profit of central capital--that is
what it is for" (Amin 1974b-1:169). Given this function for the exten-
sion of capital’s sphere, Amin arques that peripheral societies function
to provide cheap Iaboy to a process of production for export to the world
market system. The less the return to labor in this export-production
process, the greater the importance of that process fo center capital due
to the super-profits derived. Thus, a society is peripheral to the
degree that it is organized to provide cheap labor, and thereby super-
profits, to a center capital. The organization'of the provision of cheap
labor to the export sector is not accompiished necessarily by economic
mechanisms. The process of brganizing has historically been carried out
at the nands of the dominant pre-capitalist classes in the peripheral
society, in such a fashion as to maintain their class position wnhile
deriving the benefits of relations with center-capitalists. Thus, it
is commcn that pre-capitalist modes of production have been maintained in
peripheral societies, serving precisely those functions discussed by

Frank, as labor reserves, "shock abscrbers," social security orogram, etc..
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all functions helping to keep the cost of labor down in the export
sector. The marginalization in this manner of thé mass of the popula-
tion "is the very condition underlying the integration of the minority
within the world system” (Amin 1974a:13-15). Thus, in Amin's scheme,
it is not unequal exchange which produces underdevelopment, but the
specific set of class alliances which create the objective conditions
for unequal exchange to take place. Capitalism is dominant in the
periphery (1) as a mode of production in the export sector, but more
importantly (2) in the alliance of non-capitalist classes with center
capitalists at the expense of the producers they exploit through pre-
capitalist modes of production. Amin writes:

"The phenomenon of underdevelopment is thus merely
the result of the persistence of phenomena of the
order of primitive accumulation for the benefit of
the center, and our problem consists of studying

the successive forms of these phenomena in relation
to the transformations taking place at the center.
Primitive accumulation is not something that belongs
only to the prehistory of capital, it is something
permanent, contemporary. This implies, therefore,
that the false concepts of 'underdevelopment,'
‘Third World' and so forth ought to be swept away
and replaced by the concept of capitalist formations
of the periphery" (1974b-1:22).

Fmin's position required that we analyze underdeveloped nations and the
so-called "backward" or "traditional" groups within them--the grcoups on
the peripnery of the periphery--as integral parts of capitalist forma-
tions of the periphery. His position, further, leads us to look for

the mechanisms of the indissoluble unity underlying the apparent auality
of many societies {lLaclau 1971:31) not in econcmic mechanisms 2nd economic
advantages and disadvantages between nations, but in the processes shaping

the class relationships tying the sectors to each other. B&ut here Anin
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is of little help to us. His analyses suggest a rationale for the
maintenance of pre-capitalist modes of production within a peripheral
capitalist formation, and he states the need to consider the non-econcmic
instances of the integrated modes within a social formation (1976:24),
but he makes only passing references throughout these works to "ideology"
and "politics."” We are told that precapitalist modes of production are
integrated into the capitalist peripheral formation under the dominance
of the capitalist mode of production. We are told, as well, that we can
see the integration cf these modes by mapping out the flow of surplus
through the system (1976:23). But, given the noneconomic nature of the -
maintenance of pre-capitalist modes, we cannot theorize the deminance of
capitalism solely on the basis of a measure of its ability to extract
surplus-value to the benefit of cantral Fapital. How are we to‘attempt
to conceptualize the dominance of the capitalist mode within the sccial
formation? How are we to discuss the integration of precapitalist modes
under this dominance?

The theory (or theories) of precapitalist modes of production have
conceptualized a mode of production as being constituted by an economic
base and a superstructure consisting of the noneconomic instances of
society necessary to the existence of the mode as a viable structure.

In any given mode, one instance is domi&ant {the economy always teing
determinant--this last a basic tenet of historical mat.rialism). In the
capitalist mode of production, the econcmic instance is both determinant
and cominant, but in precapitalisi mo&es of production some non-acencmic
instance (which one being determined by the economic instanca) is dominant.

and that instance is said to penetrate the econcmic base--t0 2€ an
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essential constituent of the economy of the society in which the mode of
production in question exists (Terray 1972:97-103; Anderson 1974a:403-
404). Stated somewhat differently, Godelier makes a similar point in
claiming that the dominant structure in a society consisting of a single
mode of production is that structure which functions as the relations of
production--in precanitalist societies, he continues, some structure
functioning as other than relations of production doubles in this ca-
pacity, and is thereby the dominant structure due to its economic functicn
(1977, 1978). Given either mode of conceptualization, it is the specific
nature of the non-economic dominance of the mode of production which is
said to distinguish pre-capitalist modes of production (Anderson 1974a:
402-403). Within the anthropological literature on precapitalist modes
of prcduction, the tendency has been to treat the problems of defining
single modes of production, or single societies as having one mode of
production characterizing them (there are exceptions to this generali-
zation, of course--notably Oupre and Rey 1973; Meillassoux 1971). Within
this vein, it has been demonstrated that an important aspect .of thecriz-
ing a pre-capitalist mode of production is the treatment of the repro-
duction of that mode (studies with this emphasis capturing the dynamic
quality of Marx's analyses of Capital), and in moving to this considerz-
tion, distinguishing the conditions of renreducticn (or existance) of
that mode of production from the characterization of tha% mode i:self
(see, e.g., Meillassoux 1972; 8cnte 1973). The capitalist mode of n~ro-
duction, once its preconditions have been established ithrough primitive
accumutation. (Marx 1967) reproduces its conditions of existence throuch

its normal functioning (the end result of a cvcle of capital being 3
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somewhat richer bourgeoisie still owning the means of production and the
proletariat still without the ownership of means of production, and back
on the market to sell its labor). This reproduction of its own conditions
of existence is not a characteristic of precapitalist modes of production
(for instance, the production of sweet potatoes in the Papua New Guinea
Highlands does not reproduce access to land--the maintenance of c¢lan or
subclan ties does so instead).

It is in the analysis of the conditions of reproduction of the pre-
capitalist modes of production that we find the domination of capital
(or better stated, of the capitalist class) over these modes in peripheral
capitalist social formations. .

We find capital (or better stated, the capitalist class) dominating
ﬁrecapitalist modes of production in ;he periphery through its control of
those conditions of reproduction of precapitalist modes of production.
These conditions tend to be non-economic in precapitalist modes of pro-
duction, as outlined above. Bernstein (1979) has provided us an important
contribution to the theoretical consideration of capitalist dominance,
however, which reminds us that economic Eonditions may be necessary to
the reproduction of a precapitalist mode of production which has been
integrated into the world capitalist social formation. Bernstein's con-
cern is to outline a theoretical framework for the study of African
peasants. In his oresentation, he notes that peasants are typically in-
volved in commnodity production to some degree, under modern conditions.
Given this fact, capital can attempt to gain or increase its direct con-
trol over the production of the peasantry through processes 8ernstein

has labeled the "simple reproduction squeeze." He writes:
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"By the simple reproduction 'squeeze' we refer to
those effects of commodity relations on the economy
of peasant households that can be summarized in
terms of increasing costs of production/decreasing
returns to labour. The pressures which result in
the 'squeeze' on simple reproduction include those
arising from the exhaustion of both Tand and labour
given the techniques of cultivation employed, from
rural 'development' schemes which encourage or
impose more expensive means of production (improved
seeds, tools, more extensive use of fertilisers,
insecticides, pesticides, etc.) with no assurance
that there will be increased returns to labour com-
mensurate with the costs incurred, and from deterior-
ating terms of exchange for peasant produced com-
modities" (1979:427).

In the analysis of the integration of PNG peasants_into the world capi-
talist system, we shall see that capital has dominated the conditions
of reproduction of the precapitalist mode of production through both
econcmic and non-economic means.

Muli Census Division, Field Site

Muli Census Division ljes within the Ialibu District, along the
eastern border of the Seuthern Highlands Province. Ialibu Diétrict 2n-
compasses 450 square miles, stretching approximately 35 miles from its
northeastern border with the Yestern Highlands Province to its south-
western.corner bordering the Kagua District at the laro River. The
[alibu District is divided into two administrative sub-districts,
Imbong'qu and Kewabe, named for the cultural-linguistic groups residing
within them. The Imbong'gu Sub-District is the geographically larger
of the two, holding 60% of the area.

Two dormant volcanoes dominate the landscape of the entire Distric:.
Mt. Giluwe rises to a heigni of 14,000 A.S.L. Mt. Ialibu stands 11,367

A.S.L.
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Between and to the south of these two mountains stretches a large,
flat basin in which is located Ialibu Station, site of the former co-
Tonial administrative center and patrol post (founded in 1952), and
current District Center. Altitude at Ialibu Station has been measured
at 6740' A.S.L. The basin stretches away at between 6200'-6500' A.S.L.
The lalibu Basin is covered with kunai ("sword grass"--TP) and pitpit
("wild cane gréss"-—TP). In its Iéwer places, the ground is marshy.
North of Ialibu Basin, the Imbong'gu Sub-District becomes more rugged
and timbercovered. It is territory broken ihto valleys by the erosion
of creeks flowing away from Mt. Giluwe. Altitude rises in this region
to as much as 8C00' A.S.L. {excluding the two mountains), into a cool,’
wet region virtually always covered in mist. ~The subdistrict.then dips
down into the Kaugel Va]]gy, at 4500' A.S.L. In the words of a colenial

patrol officer: "This valley fulfills the romantic's idea of a tropical

" country; hot humid climate, lush tropical rain forests, and an abundance

of fruit and vegetables" (Sisley 1966). The Kaugel River forms the
dividing line between the lalibu District (and the Southern Highlands
Province) and the Western Highlands Province. It served, too, in earlier
times, to mark the Highlands border between the territories of Papua (in
which Ialibu and the SHP are located) and New Guinea (in which the WhP
is located).

Moving south and west from [alibu Station, one is in the Kewabe
Sub-District. Much of the sub-district lies within the Ialibu Basin.
The Kewabe is bounded by rivers and a road--the Mendi-Hagen Road aon the
north, border with the Imbong'gu Sub-District, the Andawe River (and

Pangia District) to the east, the Iaro River (and Kagua District) tc the
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south and west, and the Mambu and Ankura Rivers to the west and north-
west, bordering the Kagua and Mendi Districts. Southwest of the Ialibu
Basin rises the Kaniara Ridge, behind which altitude falls quickly, and

geography turns rougher, described by Sisley (1966) as "typical Time-

" stone country with rugged ridges, narrow valleys, underground streams

and sinkholes."

The climate of the lalibu District tends to be wet and cold. Aver-
age rainfall in the area is about 150"/year. Sisley (1966) reports rain-
fall on 266 days during 1966. During the typical day, a hot, intense sun
shines through mid-day, then clouds roll in, seeming to harg up on Mt.
Ialibu, and dump their contents in a burst. Temperature falls, making
fires or heavy warm clothing a necessity (Sisley reports that the "record
Tow" kn&wn to the patrol post in Ialiou was 39 degrees Fahrepheit, re-
corded in July 1965).

The lalibu District is peopled by two linguistic groups. The
Imbong'qu, subjects of a dissertation by wormsley (1978), speak a language
closely related to the Medlpa tongue of the Western Highlands Province.
The Kewa are tied linguistically to a language group ranging south to
crave and west to Mendi (see Franklin et al. 1678 for description of %his
language group). Kewa is a language derived from a "proto-Engan" form,
and analyzed as closely related to Mendi, Sau, Huli, Enga, Ipili and Wiru
by Franklin. It is a member of the West-Central Family of the East New
Guinea Highlands stock. It is spoken by upwards of 50,000 people in the
Southern Highlands. Muli residents speak the fast Kewa dialect of the
language (Franklin et ai. 1978). As we'll see in Chapter 2, the historic:!

and geograshic circumstances of porticns of these groucs has tanded to
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speed changes among the Imbong'gu more quickly than among the Kewabe,
but the cultures of the Imbong‘'gu and Kewa appear to be virtually
identical. Social ties have been shaped by linguistic boundaries in
the past, such that patrol officers of the colonial administration could
write that the Imbong'gu had close ties to the Hagen districts of the
WHP, and little relationship to the Kewa {Hicks 1964) and that the
Kewabe were most closely associates with the peoples of Kagua (Colton

1965).

ﬁuli Census Division is located within the southwest corner of the
Kewabe Sub-District. It shares a border with the Kagua District at the
Iaro River ("Ialo" in local usage, which I shall follow from here).’
The Census Division occupies a high r6unded ridg; overiooking the river
and the.land sloping down to it--ranging, approximately, from 5500' -
6000" A.S.L. Muli is bisected by the Ialibu-Kague Road, "the third
best road in the Southern Highlands" according to one exp;triate road
engineer. The center of the census division lies approximately 10 miles
from [alibu, a two and a half hour walk at a good pace, or a twenty
minute ride by Passenger Motor Vehicle (PMV), on a good day.

Muli Census Division is the residence of about 650 persons, most of
whom are affiliated with the clan agroup Muli Ekerepa. It is this group
of Kewa speakers from whom we collected most of the data that is oresented

in Chapters 3 and 4. Muli Census Division also contains four government

entities: the Muli Community School, serving children from all surrounding

areas; the Ialibu Local Government Council Cattle Project, a small, run
down affair during our stay; the SHP Department of Primary Industry Muli

Sheen Project, an expanding experimental breeding program; and a new Muli
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Health Centre, completed during our fieldwork, but only opened in 1981,
staffed by British volunteers. The labor force of each of these projects
lives in Muli in housing built at each project site.

Data Collection

The data collected in Papua New Guinea and analyzed in this dis-
sertation were gathered in several ways. Principal among these was a
combined participant-observation /informal interviewing activity. During
our year in PNG, Brigitte Krause and [ often sat with people in markets,
attended various ceremonies, rode in PMVs {(to the shock and surprise of
area residents during the first few weeks of fieldwork--"masta, your
company didn't give you a car?!!"), gathered with onlookers around the
gambling circles, purchased goods in local tradestores, participated in
distributions of pork, shared sugar cane and kaukau (and pudding and a
host of other imported goods), drank beer, and just generally "hung out"
with people, especially the people of Muli Ekerepa. In these and other
social contexts we participated, observed, and usually found much to
question about, often turning conversations into informal interviews.

We rarely hesitated to do so. Among the Kewabe Kewa, we never failad
to receive iengthy answers, dutifully noted on tablet sheets and note-
books (one man refused to speak with me, although he initiated contacts
until I got my notebook). We 2lso answered lots of questions about our
own home, families, living conditions. We showed photos. People used
us to double-check information they had heard from other Europeans,
much as we did with them. The questions and comments made by people

wnile Tistening to our answers were valuabie information.
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Inevitably, under such info}mal social circumstances, our informa-
tion tended to come from a small subset of people with whom we came into
contact. We formed friendships with several people in Muli. We did not
become as close with others. Qur friends feﬁt more free to approach us
for casual conversation, to question and be questioned. They took it
upon. themselves to accompany us places, to be available for translation
and explanation. They were, thus, more likely to be present when we
posed our questions, when we wrote the responses. It is their actions
and reéctions which we could observe most naturally. It was these
persons with whom we could travel without completely disrupting the flow
of the activities we hoped to observe. The information gathered in these
interactions was invaluable to us, and the principal source of insights
we gained while in Muli. But it was clear that certaiq kinds of questions
fequired data gathered more formally and on a brbade% scé]e. In the re-
mainder of this section. I will describe the techniques used to'gather
sucﬁ data.

Household Survey

One of our first activities after settling in Muli was to walk
through the hamlets of the clan, accompanied by one of the persons who
became our field assistan Philip Ame. Phiiip and several accompanying
youths ana children identified each area %or us by name, watched me
roughly sketch the locations of homes, and named the male affiliated
with each nouse. This list of households provided the population 1list
for our initial household survey. I decided, in order to get a gquick
overview of several topics, to have each household respond to the survéy.

The form used, pius the instructions provided to the surveyors, ars
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included below, pages 37 and 38. In order to obtain the data quickly,
we engaged three young men to conduct the surveys. Each of them was fluent
in English. One had completed high school, two years of pre-seminary, and
was awaiting entrance:to the University of Papua New Guinea. The others
were a grade eight leaver (Form Two) and a grade six leaver. We had our
assistants divide the Tist of households among themselves, sent them off

to do a few surveys (after discussing at length how to do so, and my doing
one with the local big man), then met to check their progress and perfor-
mance. We discussed problem areas, then they went off to complete the
task. I did not formally dguble check any of their interviews by follow-
up. Observation and a variety of bits of feedBack assured us that the
process was going on steadily. Of the 120 households dubbed homes of Muli-
tkerepa, 108 were inhabited. Others had been built by persons away at
plantations, or who had left Muli for other areas.

The data from this survey was rough in many ways."l have relied on
it only for generalizations of which I felt confident. Clan and village
names were given in several versions by different individuals. For those
from Muli, this is ‘easily sorted out based on knowledge gained elsewhere.
Tracing patterns of marriage for those originating or living elsewhere,
for instancé, would be difficult from these survey forms, due to the in-
consistency with which locales and clans and subclans were named.

Ancther problem arisiig was the dimension of "time" in translating
the questions to respondents. I had intended that the questions in the
survey gather data about current practices only. I obviously did not
maeke this clear enough to our assistants, as answers lumped past and

present together (see Chapter 3).
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Despite these drawbacks, and the obvious loss of information which
éou]d have been gathered if I had personally conducted all of the inter-
views, this survey did accomplish its purpose. We obtained some basic
information about Muli rather quickly, and had a basis from which to
select and approach persons for a variety of interviews.

Tradestore Survey

Between 16 October and 30 Cctober 1980, six owners of tradestores
currently in operation in Muli participated in a sales survey. A sample
completed inventory sheet and sales téily sheet are attached on pages
3¢ and 40. At the beginning of this survey, I visited each store,
presenting the owner with tally sheets and pencils. ‘I also inventoried

his or her holdings at that moment. The procass of tallying sales was

" described, demonstrated, in Tok pisin and Kewa translation. Each store

owner indicated understanding of the process. Each carried it out at

least some of the time. Throughout the survey period, we asked about
the process, observed its occurrence. At the end of the survey, I re-
turned to each store, took the'tal]y sheets, and re-inventoried stock.
At this point, owners were paid for their participation.

Data about wnolesale prices of goods, used in the analysis presented
in Chapter 4, were obtained verbally from store owners, and by my own
visit to the Mamasu "box" store, source of wholesale ﬁtock for virtuaily
all stores in the immediate area.

Sample Group

As the second half{ of our anticipated field period began, I feit tne
need for more intense data collection about various topics. I decided =5

pursue three surveys--consumotion/activity, gardening, arc mcney {se2
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below). [ decided, too, that the surveys would be most informative if

they were all conducted with the same subset of Muli households. Using
index cards naming the male head of each household, I selected a random
sample of twelve households, approximately 10% of the total population of
households. .Two of the initial twelve households selected I rejected and
replaced randomly. These two were.rejected in the interest of actually
obtaining information. The first rejectioﬁ was of a man who continually
offered stories, then began by asking if I would match the gifts he al-
legedly received from Karl Franklin for similar stories. When I failed

to meet his expectations, he failed to produce. My relationship with this
man was such that [ expected it to interfere with data collection. The
second rejeétion was of a mén who had borrowed money from me and who con-
tinually refused to repay, pleading poverty (despite purcha;es and gambliing
continuing)l I feared that he would be unwilling to provide data in a
"money" survey focusad on his income and expenditures (or rather, that I
could not trust the data he would surely have given). The sample resulting
was not exactly randomly selected, but did approximate that state.

Consumption/Activity Survey

For two separate cone-week periods, sample group households were
asked eacnh day to report what products were harvested from the house-
hold gardéns, what was eaten by each member of the family, and the majcr
activities of the day for the male and female heads of household. 4
sampie of é completed survey form is included below on page 21,

The survey was conducted by local, paid assistants. The male and femaic
aduits in each hohsehold were also paid for their participation. As-

sistants and hcuseholds were matched to be as closeiy relatad as

k!
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possible, within the constraints of finding six Muli Ekerepa persons who
could complete the forms in a legiblie fashion, and who seemed likely to
do so accurately. Assistants were trained, and supervised by one of
the three young men who had been servin§ as field assistant for the whole
period of our research. Interviews were conducted once each day, as "end-
of -day" sessions. Regarding food, the families were asked what they had
eaten individually throughout the day, and how much of each item was
eaten. The families were also asked what foods had been brought to the
household that day, by whom, and how much. Quantities were reported in
accord with well-known norms used at Muli market--standardized 10t piles
of kaukau, greens, etc. We never gajned access tB a scale sensitive
enough to establish a table for transforming these money quantigies into
approximately food bulk measures. The money-related data serves as a
rough measure of such gquantities within each food type.

"Activity" reports summarized the principal activity in which the
male and female adults engaged during the day, assigned times in accord
with local Tok pisin time categories. We have estimated these categories
as: Moning Tru 6:30 - 8:00 a.m.; Moning 8:00 - 11:00 a.m.; 8elo 11:00
a.m. - 1:00 p.m.; Apinun 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.; Apinun Tru 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.;
Nait 7:00 p.m. until sleep.

Garden Survey

With either the male or female head of each sample household (and
translator, if necessary), I visited each active garden of the housshold.
Quantities of crops were counted in each: mounds of kaukau, clumps cf
greens, staiks of sugar cane, number of trees, etc. More importantiy,

the process of gardening was discussed with each of these informants.
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These conversations were most informative, and interesting, in their
variety.

Money Survey

For twelve consecutive weeks, 8 February through 29 April 1981, I
“interviewed individually the twenty-four adults of the sample group
each Sunday afternoon. I asked them to recall the instances of acquiring
or spending money during the previous week, and to list the transacticns
for me, identifying the amount of money involved, how it was obtained and
from whom; on what it was spent. -

I anticipated reticence regarding such information, and hesitated
to even attempt the survey. I was assufed by our assistants that people
would willingly participate, and thét they would provide accurate data.
Once committed to the survey, initially I attemptad to protect the in-
formant's privacy in reporting. This concern was shared neither by my
informants nor the onlookers who often sat with us. People willingly
responded. I am convinced of their honest attempts to recall to the
best of their abilities the information required. What checks were
available to me tended to bear out the testimony offered. There were
discrepancies in the data, as will be noted in Chapter 4. This is in-
evitzble in such recall data. Nonetheless, in the absence of any other
sort of reliable income data, the survey data is invaluable.

Plantation Survey

Based on information given in the initial hcusehold survey, a list
was collected of persons who had ever worked on a plantation. A team of
field assistants surveyed these persons regarding each instance {or

"trip") of such work: wrere and when, what aroduct, how lona, how much
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money earned and how used, accompanied by whom, why left. Respondents
were also asked ihese questions about any other work they had performed
for wages. The Tok pisin questions used by field assistants to guide
their interviews is included on page 42, .

Other Sources of Data

In ethnographic field research: all is data. Conversations with
government officials at the district, ﬁrovincia], and national levels,
and with missionaries, all yielded a variety of insights and information.
Colonial patrol reports available through the Ialibu District Office
obviously proved invaluable. The references in Chapter 3 give some small
measure of my debt to the officers who wrote the reports, and to Senan
Koa, then District Manager, Ialibu, who made them available to me. Publi-
cations by government offices provided information about cash-crops, ex-
tension work, naticnal policy directives, research results. These sources
of data were exploited as the occasions and opportunities arose, not so
systematically as the surveys conducted in Muli.

Research and Language

When Brigitte Krause and I entered Muli, we were both competent
speakers of English, nervous newcomers to Tok pisin, and totally un-
familiar with Kewa. Within a short time we felt fluent in Tok oisia.
We never achieved that status or feeling in Kewa.

Many of the residents of Muli are speakers of Tok pisin, witnh 2
wide variety ¢ competences. A few sopeak a fair zmount of Englisn.
Three persons were very competent English speakers upon our arrival.
Trese became our initial fié]d assistants and transiators. As our 72X

3isin improved, far less transiation was required, and we ware Tess
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reliant on these three young men far our information. With several

Muli residents, we were required to communicate through translators for
any but the most basic conversation for the duration of our research.
After the first month in the field, our principal research language
became and remained Tok pisin.

Tnings to Come

The Ialibu area was brought under colonial control more recently
than most of PNG. While many areas of the Highlands were already grow-
ing coffee, the lalibu Station patrol .post, from which Administrative
control was to be established, was only just being built. For reasbns
to be elaborated below (see Chapter 2), the earliest efforts to establisn
cash cropping in Ialibu failed. Widespread coffee planting in thosz
portions of the Kewabe suitable for its growth have only taken place in
the last ten years, and in some areas during the last five. This study
presents an account of a historically specific attempt tc draw a rural
precapitalist socio-economic formation into the world system. This
process has been accomplished primarily through colonial commoditizing
of aspects of Muli life, and through a cortinuing struggle to involve
Muli producers in commodity-production. [ shall focus on this procass,
and on Muli's responses to the needs created by incorporating commodity
consumption into its social life. [ shall argue that the precapitalist
mode of production present in Muli dominates the cash/commodity-producing
activities in which the members of Muli Ekerepa engage.

Capital does dominat2 the economic formation of lalitu. It does
not centroi aroduction in the area, however. Caoital is dominant in

its ability (o aoorooriate the surnlus-vaiue created 5y ialidu area
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SURVEY FORM REM(NDESS

[f a cerson nas doth Christian and fewa names, please 1iss al! names.

Mark any wife «ho is now divorced from the man in the nouse.

List of children:

{a)
{o)

include sex of child (M for man, male: F for woman, ‘emale):
under GRADE, include whether child 1s QW in scnool or is a
SCHOOL LEAVER:

if a child is L80 young o de in school, nlease write ‘TY" re«t
0 child's sexi

if one of the children nas a setarate nouse 2nd w111 Je 9n 2ngrner
form, please write this on this forn too (exampie: 2a “2ilA'5 °3
Arite tnat RRVMOND nas nis own form 1£50).

Questions on Survey:

(1)
(2)

(3)

(1)
{3}

—~—————
000 IOy
O e oo

.y

no change:

be sure to include 2t ieast all wives now alive 3and ~17a ne man
in the nouse, list their languages for each one;

Se sure to list with each business wnecner ic 1s 2 935t disnis,
a disnis now, or a4 olanned sisnis;

no change;

list only 2nwmals they nave now. [f someone nag arnimal
for disnis (examole: cattle} sut 40 nct nave =nem now, i
animals undger question =3 [nisnis!, not undar zuession =3, =
if scmeone nas animals 70w that tney think of 2s 1snis. s
unger Cuestion =3 3nd auestion 3

Je sure of answers here, 2soecially 2oout Flour 2ancaras:
same as question =§;

no cnange;

no change:

Je sure to 3ask BOLh Suestions. The firs:t soecificail, is«s 29cut
siantation ~ork. The secong asks 3g0ut 3ny oiher wor< 2eqole 7ave
done For pav. This includes nositions such as wil® age MagisI=aia,
‘ocal government councilor, lacor sone snem ne lustralians ~erz
n cnarge. ~or< for tne local gov % zouncrl ar zne cistrice
agaministration (1f Jaid wages!, 9f<1ce ‘oos, “actorv wor. irc
ail other j00s, wnether now Or 1n %pe sasl. 70y CaN w~r1%3 ap =re
dacz of tne form if sou run Sut oF room. This snould Je lone “or
ail oersgns 1n the aousea;

Please oe ver: careful not to jJive anyone any 1G2as 300Ul «rez .3
say here. Alsc, olease ask separately apout what -ney AQu'la 2
Lo se2 cnange in their villages ang in :»a Soutrern JVerar
Srgvince. Give 3s many details 100Ut 23Ch 3@r3an 5 insmear as P
can.

SURVEY INSTRUMENT 2:
HOUSEHOLD SURVEY, ASSISTANT INSTRUCTIONS
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