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driver, and was ascompanied from San Diego to Fheonix, Arizona, by
Oolg Ed. Fletoher; from Pheonix, Arizona, to Memphis, Teunessee, by
Col. min. Potter, President of the Southern National Highway
Assooiation; from Enoxville, Temnesses, to the northern state line
of North Oarolina by Ool. Bemnehan Cameron, Vice-President of the
Southern National Highway Association; and from Richmond, Virginia,
to Washington, D. 0., by J’offorlon Davis, At‘bornay for the Oabrillo
Olub of Bln Dl.soo

Genorally speaking the trip was made without very mmch
difficulty, the principal trouble being with tires, due 0 rough
road surface. The average daily run was approximately 143 miles, & |
the longest being 259 miles from Durham, North Uarolina, to Frede-
ricksburg, Virginia. ‘

The trip in detail is as follows:

FROM SAN DIEGO, OALIPORNIA, TO YUMA, ARIZONA.
* (oorrected distance 179.0 miles)

The route taken across Oalifornia is & portion of the Cali-
fornia State Highway system, and a considerable part has already bheen
construoted; the balamse is under construotion, or will be within the
next six memths, and it is expected the state highway will be completed

- from San Diego %0 Yuma within two years.

Leaving the Oabrillo Olub, the olty streets are mostly of
bituminous mtn. being asphalt in the business portion, and
warrenite or Bi¥ulithio on the out of town roads o the oity limits.
This distance is 3.1 miles. Bast Sen Diege joina the oity limits on
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which are in excellent condition, and seem to stand the automobdile

traffio without undue disintegration or wear. Leaving Bast San Diego

eity limits, there has been constructed dy the state 2.1 miles of 2.1
16-foot consrete, with an oiled chipped surface, about 1/2 inch thiek.

This runs t0 the oity limits of La Mesa. Through Ia Mesa, 2.2 miles, 262
there is a disintegrated granite rcad in good condition. From the
eadtern city limits of l1a Mesa, there is more State standard concrete
highway for 1.8 miles to Xl Cajon. Through .3 | cadt.m. 2.5 miles, there ::g
is a disintegrated granite road in good condition, and from the east-

orn ity limits, a stretch of 8 miles of oiled top conorete is now 8.0
under comtract by the State. The balance of the road to the top of the
sumit of the Coast Range, of 54.7 miles, will be graded and surfased 54.7
with disintegrated granite by the State. This sumit has an elevation

of 4,035 feet, and is the highest point on the Coast Range, and.isthol
entrance t0 Imperial Valley. Ths Imperial Valley County line is 18.6 18.6
miles further cn. An altermate survey has deen made, which will oress

at practisally the same elevation dut will eliminate many hundred feet

of adverse grade and bad ocurves, and will cut off several miles in dis-
Sance. It 1is probable that the new road will be selected and the pre-

sext 7 per sent grade will de rednced $o a maximum of Gpcrom._

Options n rights—-of-way have been secured and information is given that

the contract will be let by Jammary, 1916. From the Dmperial County
'mo.m.mtmqousnm-.mnusvmommmm 6.0
mountains o Mowntain Spring. This is through solid granite snd is
full of short turns, although they are all safe for a car with a 136

inch wheel base. This seotion of road, through the Juoumba Pass, was
built in Imperial County by money raised in San Diego County, in order
%o provide an entranco to the Imperial Valley. The surfasing is of
disintegrated granite, and is holding very well. It makes a good road
without water and is not very dusty.

From Mountain Spring the state woﬁ: begins again, and the
first 16 miles of conorete road is now built, and is under contract
for comstmotion for the whole distance to El Centro, 36.0 miles; the 3640
log reading for the detour was, however, 42.2 miles. It might be noted
here that the irrigated lands of the Imperial Valley commence at a dis-
tance of approximately 25 miles east of the west county line, but will
some day start practically at Mountain Spring. Four stage lines make
daily trips from El Contro to San Diego, 120 miles, making tho trip in
about 5 hours. P T

From El Centro o Holtville 1s now 10.8 miles, but when work 10.8
which is now under way is completed, this dltmo will be cut to 8
miles. The total log reading to Holtville was 148.2 miles, but work
now under ocontras%, to be completed within 1916, will reduce this to
131 miles. Zhe presemt irrigated section of land runs to 8.6 miles
east of Holtville and the edge of the ancient beach. |

_The method of keeping earth roeds in condition, which is now

~ in use through the irrigated lands of Dmperial Oounty, is worthy of

notice. The reads are laid out at least 60 feet in width, and are
graded into two roadways bordered on the outside extremes and detween
the two readways by ridges of earth. Both roadways are graded per-
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fectly flat without orowm. Eho method of maintenance is to float
sne roadway with water from ﬁo irrigation ditches and pnddlo‘tho sur-
face by harrowing and drags, while in & plastic condition. This wet
surfsce is left to sun-bake wiile the other rcadway is being used.
When properly hardened, the nswly prepared rcad surface is put under
traffic and the old road surface alongside is puddied and treated in
the same mamer. This work is made from twisce to four timas yearly.
The method seaas 0 he very effective, and somo of our :fastest and
most comfortable travsl m dono over thsse puddled highways.

From the edge of the anaient bdeash a great porticn of the
next 28 miles is mesa land of lava and natural oementing gravel, elther 28,0
of which makes an excellent road without effort. This 28 miles is the
only section of :the state highway which will not be concroted or ime
proved with the modern surface, bdut it will be graded and drained by
state convists. 7The work 1s already started.

The next 7 miles to Ramada 1s aoross the shifting sand dunes. 7,0
Wo crossed on a temporary doudble track plank roadway. Ths state pro-
poses to place a 3~inch plank road, 16 feet wide, coversd with 1 inch
of soreenings and asphaltic oil. This work will be done within the
next 6 months, ¥From Rameda to Yuma, 22 miles, there is now o wide de-
tour, but new work in progress will reduce this distance te 14 miles 22.0
and- the present distance of 57 miles from Holtville to Yums teo 49
miles.

The distance when all projected work is completed will be
179.0 miles from San Diege to YTuma, Arizona. Our astual rumaing time

i

206.0

miles
(forward) 206.0

from San Diego to Yuma was 10-1/2 hours.
(oarrected distance 10,2 miies)

From Yuma to Blaisdell we were obliged to travel on a tem-
porary road, traversing tho Gila River bottoms, for although the money
has been provided by the county to build a highwey, there is some con-
troversy as to the exact route to be selected. The distance over the
new road when completed will be approximately 12 miles to Blaisdell. 12.0
This will de of gravel construstion.

From Blaisdell the county has built and is building 12 miles
of gravel road, 20 feet wide. 6 miles is now completed to Dome in a
modern way, and the other 6 miles is brushed, and all drainage struc-
tures in place to Ligurta.

From Ligurta the state built 12,0 miles of gravel road which 12.0
will be resurfaced by the county, and surveys are now being made to com-
plete the gravel road to Antelope Bridge, 15.2 miles, a total distamse  13.2
of 25.2 miles from Dome. Money is now available for this work.

At Antelope Bridge, orossing the Gila River, a fine modern
conerete structure has been built by the county. 45.0 miles, from An- 45.0
telope Bridge to the Maricopa county line at Agua Oaliente, iun be built
by state oonviots, commnoing Jamary 1, 1916. Another camp of oconviots
will start the work in the other direotion from the joint county line,
and will grade the road through %0 Arlington about 40 miles. 40.0

mmmnumaowmyamuum 38.0
proposed new road; but little work has been done on this section and the
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greater part is subject to relocation hforo- improvement, axsept the por-
tion nearest to Fheonix..

Maricopa County tax levee for road purposes will be §100,000 for
1916. Ths greater part of this amount will de spent on the east and west
road of the Southern National Highway.

The log rsading to Fheonix was 181.7 miles, which distance will
be reduced to approximately 160 miles when the new mrojects are completed,
prinoipally through a cut-off from Agua Caliente to Arlington.

¥ils a considerable portion of lsnd around Yuma is now under
irrigation, the greater part of the Gila Basin to near Arlington is not
now under water except in isolated instances. These isolated n:ju. how-
ever, prove that even though no large irrigation project be practical at
this time, water msy be obtained at a depth of 15 to 30 feet from the sur-
face and raised by windmill in sufficient gquantities to make all of this
land the equal of any of that which is now under the larger irrigation pro-
jects. The last 50 miles of the road into FPheonix is now fully irrigated.

¥ROM PHEONIX T0 GLOBE, ARIZONA,
(corrdcted distance 125.8 miles)

From Pheonix to Mesa, a distance of 13 miles, there is a very 13.0

fing natural cementing gravel reoad in good condition, snd the road is

graded for an additionsl 5 miles to the end of the irrigated districs. 5.0
From there 1% is about 72 miles en an sasy asoent to the summit of the 72.0

7ish Oreek grade, most of which was duilt by the Gevermmsnt, but the sur-
face is in pretty rough condition at the present time. The sumit eleva~
tion 1s 3,980 feet. mmsnmmtuarmommu

rather stesp in places, but on the whole the Z1 miles from the swmmsit 1”.%_
_ , L]

L
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t0 the Roosevelt Dam is in very fair condition, considering the heavy
teaning this road is called upon to bear,and the almost entire absence
of maintenance work singe the dam was completed. Quite long stretches
of this road are in exsellent condition.
From Roosevelt to Globe, 14.8 miles, easy gradings are the 14.8
rule, and this road is in first class condition - better in comparison

.than the road through the reservation west of Roosevelt. The total log

distance was 125.8 miles, which will be approximately the correct dis-
‘tance for the new road, as no cut-offs or relocation are contemplated for
this route. This section from Fheonix to Globe has probably more scenic
beauties than any other seotion of squal length on the entire trip across
the ocommtinent.
(omgﬁn:t:m nia%u )

The present route from Globe to San Carlos, the entrance of the
Apache Indian Reservation, a distance of 6.2 miles, is open to consider- 6.2
able relocation, without much changing the distance, for while the surface
is very fair, dus to the abundant natural material at hand, sesveral sharp
grades and the meandering alignment can be obviated dy relocation. Therpe
44 at present no project on foot for this work, however.

Within the reservation, which is 54,0 miles, there is now being b54.5
buils 12 miles of gravel road from state funds of $§20,000, appropriated for
that purpose. This work consists of grading and drainage, and surfacing
with the nearest available bank gravel.

There is a consideradble portion ef the dalance of the 54.5 miles

that is now in very goed condition dus to an adundance of this same gravel,
-0~ '
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so that shen the state work is completed and traffic turned over the
new Covernment bridge across the Gila at Hot Springs, the road will
average better than others in the state on this route, and will be re-
duced to less than 50 miles fof this section through the reservation.

The nsw road largely follows an abandoned railroad grgde and
where it deviates from the railroad grade traverses mesa land. There
is a great deal of good ratural camenting gravel and disintegrated granite
at all times clese to the road.

Prom the reservation line to Fort Thomas, 7.2 miles, and 7.3 14.6
miles beyond, the conditions are about the same as noted for the reser-
vation. Then from this point there are 2 nﬂuof. new gravel road well 2.0
drained and in fair condition, although mnod;

From this point for a distance of 4.4 miles to Pima, the md 4.4
has been graded and surfaced with disintegrated granite and gravel, ao-
cording to whichever material was nearest to the road, and the surface
13 in good condition. |

From Pima to Safford, 10.8 miles, the road has been graded ID:l
‘and graveled with a poor quality of gravel, and it is now rather rough "
and fall of chuck holes, and quite dusty. An exnessive dry season, how-
gver, may have had a great deal to do with this conditien.

6.1 miles from Safford to Solomonsville is dry and dusty, al- 6.l
though it is well graded and drained and in very fair condition otherwise.
There seems %o de no natural surfacing material in this immediate vicinity.

From Solemensville, to Oliften, to Duncsn, the roposed South-

miles
(forward) 590.5

It seams the logical thing to do would be to duild directly fm
Solomonsville to Duncan aoross the mesa lands, This more or less direct
route from Solomonsville to Duncan when properly relocated would not ex~

ceed 32 miles, although now 36.2 miles, while the proposed route from 3642
Solomonsville to Olifton to Duncan would be &t least 75 miles, possibly

more.

A new survey has been made from Solomonsville to Olifton by
way 0f Sanchez, but no monsy _1- in sight for the construction along thds
line. The actual measured distance from Clifton to Dunsan is 34.2 miles,
and has been construnoted for the most part in a modern manner. The sec-
tion f£rom Clifton to Guthrie was built by the state, and is a modern road
in every partioular, having the finest drainage system of any road ob-
served on the entire jourmey from San Diego to Washington. It is surfaced
with natural cementing gravel and the grades ave all under 6 per cemt.

whike Clifton is quite sn important town in & mining way, there
is not sufficient attraction from the tourist's viewpoint to Justify this
bropoud detour, as mines of practically the same character are abundant
around Duncan. Inasmuch as the routing will probably be changed next year
t0 one direct rron Solomonsville %o Dunoun the milesge given here is for
that routing.

Grahsm County proposes s bond issuve of $150,000, most of vhich
will be expendod on the Southern Nationsl Highway for a distance of about
350 miles. Greenlese Oounty, in which both Olifton and Duncan are situated,
has no funds available for work within their borders on this highway.
The tetal log distanse from Globe to Olifton was 168.9 miles. When the

=10~
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oroposed cut-offs and relogations Rre made, and tak ing the direect route
from Solomonsvillas to Duncan, this distance v:l.ll.‘oo reduced to 135.0
miles. :
FROM DUNCAN, ARIZOHA, TO DEMING, NEW MEXICO,
(corrected distance 97.3 miles)

From Duncan to tho state lins, a distance of 6.6 miles, there 6.6
is a fine new gravel road, 18 feet wide. Frem the state lins to Lords-
barg, 3.2 ailes, the road travorses mesa land, She s0il of whioh is a 30.2
fing natuwral cementing gravd. and could be made into an exvellent read
by simply grading and drainage. The road at present is simply a track,
*his is true of the road through Lisbon, Hawkins, Lepar, Wilma, Quinoy,
Tunis, Parma, 0 Deming, an additional 60.5 miles. The road, semmingly,60.5
is excellent whether dry or wot.

The entire jouwrney from Duncan $0 Deming was made during a
driving rainstorm, and we had several punofurea, shich accounts for
the small mileage mande.

Luna County, New Hexico, has voted 100,000, to which the
state will add a $21,000 sllotment, to build completely tho Southern
National Highway across the county, about 54 miles in all. This work
will start immsediately.

FREOM DRIING, ESW MESXIC0, 70 RL PASO, TRXAS,
(sarrected distance 111.2 miles)

Trom Deming %0 Xyndus, 22.3 miles, is partially graded, 22,3
bat ne.attempt has boen made at upkeep with tho drage. Nost of this
seatlion is through a bdlack soil, whish spparently Decemes very mmddy

during wet weather. There is a movemsnt en foot S0 gravel 13 miles
m]le

T46.35 ‘ |

miles
(for-,‘} 746.3

of this seotion, but no funds are in sight as yet.

From Myndus to Aden the road is mostly ungraded, and follows
the railroad in a more or less direct manner. The distance is approxi-
mately 21.7 miles as traveled at present. This could be redused to 21.7
20.0 iﬂu by relocation, to avoid the two'-an dry lakes about 6
miles from Aden. The soil runs from the same black loam near Myndus te
& gravelly sand olay, which could be made into a very good road at little
cost. At Aden the road orosses the railroad tracks.

Frem Aden to the Dona Ana county line, 11,1 miles has been 11.1
practioally untouched and traverses the mesa lands at random. This
oould be made into Jjust as good a road as from the Dona Ana county line
to the orussing of the Rio Grande, a distance of 9.2 miles, by simply 9.2
grading and proper attention to drainage. Most of the route books
designate this 20 miles as being of a light sand; this is hardly true,
as the road is evidently never sandy to excess. It should be oclassi-
M_mrouauw;rwd than any other way. The addition of a
1ittle clay would make an oxsellent road of this section.

The road orosses the Rio Grande Mesilla Diversion Dsm, and
then sig-sags through tho old tom of Mesilla to Las Oruces, a distance
& B.1 miles. This section has heen recently built by Dona Ana Oounty Bel
under bond issue, of moderh gravel oconstruotion, Inn" is very dusty and
shows considerable signs of wear simoe 1t was completed, about 2 years
2go.

From Las Oruces o latuna (or Vinton), 27.85 miles, there is 27.3
more of this mmﬁmMu,Mﬁm in about the same

condition as mq'-l;r noted. 55T
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From Latuna towards Xl Paso there is an old bituminous macadam
road, built several years ago, which is almost entirely destroyed by traf-
fic and lack of maintenance. One of the prinsipal reasons for this rapid
destruction is the width of 12 feet without proper maintenance of the
gravel shoulders on either side. The road is very heavily traveled, the
bituminous material is coming off in some places for 3 feet towards the
center of the readway. Attempts have been made at repairs, but without
very mach sucscess. There seems %0 be a great deal of 1life in the binder
oven at the rresent time, b-o that failure was not due to poor materials.
This stretch is nearly 10 miles long, while the other 6.2 miles to the 16.2
camter of El Paso is of new modern construction, amply wide to take care
of all the traffic the road is called upon to bear. The date of this new
construction could not be ascertained.

16.2 miles could be saved here by following the railrcad from
Adsn to X1 Paso in place of going by way of lLas Oruses, but this would

leave Las Cruces off the route.
mn.(rm. TEXAS, 70 mn;lctg:.m nlll.lﬁoo.

From Xl Paso $0 Alamogordo is mostly undeveloped mess land, some
of whish evidently becomes very bad in winter time. There are few
mu—uamnm-nmmmm.mmusmi
between these two points, if 1t were not for the through highway.

rom Kl Paso o the New Mexico state line at the Hit$ Rguch,
mun'.snnu.nmmbmum??mnmmmu_‘a_g

£8
1B

miles
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nothing more than a track. This is good mesa land and could be made into
an excellent road by merely grading.
From the state line to the road forks, 20 miles further out, 20.0
the road now traverses several very bad places, 2 or 3 of them small sink
holes, and a long stretch of ssnd which could be emtirely avoided and at
least 3 miles cut from the length if the road were relocated upon higher

‘ 'm. This relocation should extend clear through to the Twin Mill Forks,

11 miles further still. The total distance from El Paso to Twin Mills is  11.0
now 50.5 miles. Refocation should cut this total distance to not more than
45 miles, and would avo:ld.au bad places, which at present make travel
difficult in wet weather, and a better road surfacing material would be
oloser at hand on the higher ground. |
From Twin Hill Forks, where the road from Las Cruces to Alamo-
gordo ocomes in, the road should be entirely relocated through Dona Ana
county to the Otera county line, about 24 miles. The distance will not be 24.0
changed much if any by relocatien. |
From Otera county line to Alamogordo, a distance of about 24 24.0
miles on the [resent read, the state 9111 next year expend §0,000 in
greding. They are alse placing the road from Twin Mill Forks %o Las
Oruces in good condition. The enly graded read from El Pase $o Alsmo-
gerdo at the [resent $ims 1s about 9 miles south frem Alamégordo. A
large part of this is very sandy and would prebadly meed surfacing te
place 1% in good oomditien. . _
I‘mﬂm the road is graded and graveled fer approximate-
1y 14 miles #o She Yewn of Tulaross, snd is graded from that point om for  14.0
ah additional 14.6 miles to the Nescalere Apache Indian Reservation. This 14.6
section is gravel soil of very fair binding quality, snd while rather rough oo
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at preaent, $2,000 per mile would put it in excellent sendition. The
grades are all easy and the drainage structures are jractically all built.
Passing through ths reservation there is a fine gravel road to
the agency bdulldings, 3.7 miles. 3.7
From the Indisn agency to within 3 miles of the southermn reser-
vation ling, there is 12 miles of very fair dirt read, containing sufficient 12.0
grit to make a falr road by dragging only. The grades are casy and the road
oould be loft as at present laid cut. From this point, the next S miles to 3.0
the reservation line should be relocated to tho north side of the gulley and
on highor ground than at rreseat.
. This latter observation also holds good fram the reservation line
%o Ruidoso, 4.6 miles further on. The mresent road is very badly looated on 4.6
the shady side of the wvalley, has no opportunity to dry cut, and the drainage
is not as grod as could be had by relocating on the north side. The distance
on eithar side would de sbout the same.

YROM RUIDOSO, O ROSWELL, NEW MEXIOO,
(cor—ected distanse 70.6 mniies)

Eaidoso has ax elovation of 5,750 feat, and the average depth of snow,
shich remains frem 2 %0 4 months, is 18 inches. PFrom Ruidoso to Hondo, the
leg ahowed 22,6 miles. A comsiderable pertion of this road should be re-  22.6
located; in f2e%t, all of that portion now on the scuth bank of Ruidoso
Oreek. Vary 1ittls work has been done as yet on this seoction, excapt %o |
Just grads mafficiemtly for a wagon track. Ammr urm mater ial
can bo obtalsed clese to the road ih all cases from the Nesealero Indian '
Reservation boundary %o Hondo. This sestion is reperted upen in detail by

1%
'
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J. L. Donovan, in a repert on the Lincoln Ferest, sulmitted to this
6!!1« some %ime since.

|

ilmdo. upen which a toll of 25/ is now cellested. Lincoln Oounty has

There is a small conorete structure across Bonita,Oreek at

started preceedings to have this toll bridge abolished.

It might be stated that all roads on the Hational route in
Lincoln County, except the Pisacho grade, need ro.loution t0o come extent.

The Pioscho grade, however, is 7 per cent and is fairly well lecated.

This brings us to a point 18,0 miles frem Honde and at this 18.0
poins we leave the Hondo River. The road then follows across the mesa
through Chaves Qounty, a distance of 34.6 miles to Roswell, the first S4.6
12.1 miles of whioch is still in Linooln County and unimproved. The road
as treveled at present could probably be shortened to 30.0 miles by re-
locatien in more direct line with slight cute and fills. A good natural
gravel is abtundant for surfacing throughout the distance.

FROM ROSWELL, NEW MEXI00, T0 SNYDER, TEXAS,
(corrected distance 247.4 miles)

From Roswell for 18 miles there is a graded earth rosd without  18.0
surfasing, and from this point for a distance of 76.2 miles to Bromoho, 76.2
the Texns state 'nno. the read follows the mesa. A u_ml surfacing gravel
ean de had olese to the earth read, and probably this zeotion will be sur-
ﬁul from the state funds. The 76.2 miles of mesa land for the whole
distsnoe oan de very easily:made into & good natural sand gravel road
prastioally by grading enly. Several leng sangeats exist here, ens of

them 24 miles in length, and the read simply follews the undulations of RS

the pmnﬂ "
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The surface is of a lightnsandy grevel containing some clsy, and preo-

badly no better surfase than that afferded by nature will be necessary

for a long time to come. Where graded and xept mmeoth, this makes an

ideal automobile road. The pertien through Chaves County, New Nexico,

will have expended upen it,,during 1916, $41,000 state allotment, under

the direstion of the state engineers. |
rmm.wmldthommu!mmwghm

and Terry Countiss and a portion of Lymn County $o Tsheka, passing through

Bremnfield, a total distance of 51.6 miles. B1.6

The soil throughout the distance grades from a light sandy seil
o quite heavy sandy gravel, and it does not appear to becoms very dad
either in dry er wet weather. It is Delisved that the portions of the
read where.the dest material is not prevalent can be swrfaced with material
from meredy of a better quality. This entire distance will not need sny
better surface than that to be found in the immediate vicinity for some
time to come.

Toowz County has raised funds %o fix the road from Plains each
wy %o thelr county line, and Terry County will do the same each way from
31!-!101!. Iymn County will not spend any monay this year, but the east
and west road through Lymn Oounty is in very falr condition a$ present,
though someowhat sandy in spots.

From Browmfield e Tahoks,$o Gail, %o Pest City is 55.6 miles. B5.6

From Tahoka §¢ the esst county line, abeut 15 miles, the

miles
(forward) 1263.9

There are indications, however, that a good naturgl gravel for surfacing
may be had anywhere at a distance not to exseed 5 miles from the road e
laid out. Very little relecation will be necessary, although some small

drainage strustwres will be necessary to keep the read in good conditien

through the rainy season.
Prom Post to Snyder by the present road, 46 miles, the roads 46.0

have been well graded and at the tﬁn of passing through they were in
very good oonditien, although there were indications thagt they rut very
badly during wet weather ever the whole distance in Garsa Oounty. A por-
tien within Snyder County, however, seems to contain more gravel than
sand, snd this seetien was in much the best conditiem.

At first glance it would seem to be out of the way to ccutimme
the road te Pest M’c:rathorthantotm&oroutobymchM
Darhem from Brownfield. There is a very rich agricultural section, how-
ever, in Garsa County and eastern Lynn County, and very well settled; in
fast, something over 30,000 aores out up in quarter section farms are now
under oultivation, and this in itself is suffiolent exsuse for changing
the eriginally designated Southern National Highway to go by Post rather
than the old read. There is also a mmch better good roads spirit, and
iaslination e lecal road Lmprovement by the Pest Oity route.

FROM SNYDER 7O MINNJAL WELLS, TEXAS
_ (oorrected distance 159.7 miles
Fren Snyder there is a sandy lesa rumning to black seil and black

wogy near Rossoe, 58 miles. That pertion nearest Roscoes shows indisations 38.0
otmthcuvwhn:'nmiutc. I$ should predadly all de murfaced

"m" " frvem Supder %0 Rescoe. There is a goed quality of dirt frem Resces %o &
oo 7 | -18- |

material ranges frem ssudy to s very heavy soil near the eastern boundary.
This hesvy soil contimes %o Post Oity, a fuwrther distance of 8 miles.

TRV




: - miles
point J miles towards Sweetwater whish has been well graded and is in 3.0

falr conditien today, and the bdalance of the distance to Bnot-tcr.
3.1 miles, is an old mscadsm read which is badly rutted and worn in plgees. 3.1
mnwuﬂmmrtlybnhn-mnmthm.

For about 1-1/2 miles through Sweetwater there is a good ditu- 18 .

mingus pavement, and then gravel macadam for ancther 2 miles, which is in 2.0
very fair condition,

From this peint on the natural dirt has been graded and would af-
ford a good road if it were well dragged, but indieations are that it has
not been dragged since building. The soil changes on this section to a
fine red olsy-gravel, which makes a good road when taken care of.

This brings us to a peint 23.3 miles frem the oity limits of 23.3
Swestwater, at which point starts the chert gravelread, in good condition
except for maintensnce. It seems rutted to the oity limits of Abilens, |
a distance of 5.2 miles. The total distance from Sweetwater to Alibeme 5.2
is 34 =miles.

Leaving Alibens the streets within the oity are quite rough umtil 4.0
the oity limits are reached when you strike a gravel rond.l.&l.liu:..ﬁuh 1.4
is in good condition. There is a gravel top soil from this point for an
additional 2.5 miles which is in very fair condition, exneps that it shows 2.5
lack of dragging. The next 2.3 miles has been surfaced with chert and is 2.5
in good condition, lixewise ¥he next 2,8 miles to Hmmbdy. 2.8

mn—num,.umcaam.mumm '(o\.'l"
practisally ne work dons. The read is Iittle mere than a truil frem a
point 6 milss out of Hamby olear %o the town of Aldany, winding in mad

muuu-mmmuﬁmmmlmuq‘gm, . i ;'

miles
(forward) 1429.7

grades or take the shorteost distance. Rspeoially is this true of the
last 25 miles.

This entire distance shonld be relocated, and counld undoubtedly
then be redused to not exseeding 18 or 20 miles with no grade over 5 per
oont. This section is practically all grasing land with a heavy gravel
soil, rumning to a very fair quality of chert, with the limsstone ledges
very close %0 the surface and outorépping in many places. I can not f£ind
that any mrojeot is on foot to relocate this section of road. :

Very little, it any work, has been done from Albany to the Stephens
County line, but from there towards Breckenridpe grading is now provided
for all the way, and b6 miles has been completed in very fair manner.

The distance from Albany to Preckenridge is 25.1 miles. There  25.1
are several orecks in this section that have had conorete bottoms placed
in the stream beds for crospings. This method seems to be ideal for this
section of Tm. Thers is a pretty fair graded road from Breckenridge to
Palo Pinto on a natural gravel soil. This distance is 43 miles by the pre- 43.0
seh$ road, This portion could be kept in excellent condition by system-
atic dragging, using the graded material as it oomes, for surfmoing.

| From Palo Pinto to Mineral Wells, 12,5 miles, there is a good 12,5
graval road all the way. The last 5 miles, in fact, is excellent, is well
construated and drained, and looks like o.r.n._ work.
FROM MINERAL WELLS %0 MoKINNEY, TEEAS,
_(corrected distance 122.3 milus)

The first two miles out of Mineral Wells is new gravel construc- 2.0
tion, modern in charaster, and frem that point on there are stretodes of
gravel surfasing but ﬁ.nuhmﬂ.!mldq.:utumm s



mibes
(forward) 1512.3

brougnt it uwp. In gemeral, the condition of the surface is poor for
16.9 miles, but from there begins a good limestonc mscadam, which has 1649
not been maintained properly for a distance of 5.5 miles to Weatherford. 3.5
Porhsps the last mile or so into Weatherford should be classed as chert,
as that 1s the material which was last used in repairs. From Featherford
all through Parker County, and for a distance of 26.7 miles to the city  26.7
linits of Fort Torth, the roads ars fairly well improved and surfaced with
chert, which meterial seems to be very asbundant in this section. The sur-
face has not been kept in the best condition, in fast, shows lack of atten-
tion. From the oity limits of Fort Worth there is 2 little over 3 miles of 3.0
sarface oiled macadam which was built either by suscessive coatings of oil
and chips or was placed originally as a carpet coat about 1/2 inch in
thickness. This surfacing has worn in holes, or rather pa.tdhea from 6
inches to Z or 3 feet square have been badly removed from the surface of
the road; apparently there is very heavy traffic from this point into the
oity. The surfaced portion of the road is only 12 feet wide, which will
probably account in a great measure for the damage done byntraffic. The
last 1.6 miles to the center of Fort Worth is the usual large oity pave- 1.6
ment. The Sotal log distance from Mineral Wells to 4th and Main Streets
in Port Worth is 53.5 miles.

Leaving 4th and Main Streets in Fort 'orih, there is a bitumi-
nous macadam to Arlington, 21.5 miles. This has gone pretty bad in some 21.5
places near Fort,Worth, expecially on the shért heavy grades near Fors
Worth, whers it is almost completely destroyed. All along this pertien

there are mmall pot holes and many evidences of lack of maintensnce. -
: 1585.3

miles

There is a rigidly enforced lB-miles speed law from Port Worth to
Arl ington,

From Arlington to the city limits of Dallas there is a well
built, well maintained rosd of a good quality of gravel. The distance
between Arlington and Dallas is 14.0 miles. 14.0

Out of Dallas there is some bituminous construotion in fine
oomdition, and from the oity limits clear across the county 2 megnificent
gravel road, which is kept in fine condition, to Richardson Station,
13.2 miles. : 13.2

From Rishardson to Plano Station, 5.7 miles, there is a pretty 5.7
fair dirt road, which is now being surfaced with 4 inches of gravel on a
base of chalky limestcone. This class of construction will eventually ex-
tend to MoXimngy, but at present from Plano tolnnmvthomd.h simply
graded black waxy, ili.nh is now in very bad condition and is almost im-
passable during wet weather. Thus unsurfaced section is 14.4 miles long. 14.4

FROM MeKINNEY T0 CLARKSVILLE, TEXAS,
(correeted distance 114.7 miles)

In Oollins Oounty there is a road improvement district which
eovers some of the Southern National Highway, and they will bdbuild & gravel
read through the district, but the greater part of the road through this
oounty and in Pannin Oounty outside of these road distriots is black waxy,
with no provisien made for its improvemezt. This extends to lnﬁ-. s
“td distanee of 47.2 miles. Nos over half of this mileage comes with- 47.2
in the two read distriots in Oollins and Famin Oounties.

Black waxy soil extemds almost to Paris, an additiemsl 35,5 gy p
nhs.dhmtmm--ﬁtm-anm-oumdm

1715.8



niles
(forward) 1715.3

%o the ledge which can he made good. The entire road, however, should
be surfased frem Richardson Station elear w to Olarkaville, a
distance of nearly 139 miles, befaore it {uu ever become passable tha
year round,

Aside from those mentioned, the only improved sections in the
whols distance are in and out of Paris, where there are short sections of
Dew gravel road, and one section of .5 mile of consrete.

The soil to the east of Paris for 17.2 miles is yellow olay,
wich is just adout as bad as dlack waxy. The last 7 miles to Olarks-
fills, however, unryhadbhn:wmdmhdcdiuon.mugnt
weather, although the last 2 miles is graded.

leaving Paris at 35:100 P.N. wo had a heavy driving rainstorm all
the way to Olarksville, and the distange although enly 32 miles neces- 32.0
sitated 5 hours of travel. Wo only averaged b miles an howr over the
last 10 miles. There is a project under way, however, to build a gravel
macadan on a chalk lime bage for the last 6 miles into Olarksville.

There are a mmber of places on this road where relocation
should be had befores permanent work is done. There are also many small
wet weathar streams which mmat be bridged. The distance will net be
materially shanged by relocatiom.

FROM CLARESVILLE, TEXAS T0
(smmploted distanse 64.6 miles) |

The irst 2 miles out of Olarksville are now wader eontraot for
gravel constraction on & chalk lime bsse. The balmnce in this ceunty,
howsver, will have nothing dous. From Glarksville %o Dostem, 42.6 miles, 43.6

mmummum-ﬂum—uhm_

miles
(forward), 1289.9

The seil is a 1ight sand elay, which wuld be goed if simply graded and
dragged systematisally. It is now prestiecally impassable exsept for
powerful cars. Nothing is in preject for this sestion exsept the first
2 miles out of Clarksville.

Frem Beston there is 11 miles graded of this sand clay, but 11.0
2o maintenange has been dene, sud although the indieations are that the
Tead is geood when dry, 1t is very sleppy new.

The last 1l miles te Texarksma is a very geood natursl chert 11.0
gravel read shish has been kept in very good eemditiom.

FRON TEXARKANA T0 ARKADELFHIA, ABRKARSAS.
(corrested distance  84. o-n-)

Frem Texarkana to Arkadelphia, it was thought advisable te ship
the ear and take the railread, en acoount of the extremely bad conditiem
ef the read between these points. Red River bettem md twe other stremm
bottams have boen subjested te 5 eor 6 floeds this year, and the read is in
almest bettemless eamdition for ever one-half the distanse.

There is a projest en foot, % imgreve the first 19 miles frem 19.0
Temriana to Fulten, which will imslude a bridge ever the Red River. The
oonditions and slasses of seil were givem by the state drainage enginear,
frem Texarkana to Multen, as fellows: B miles of sand clay; 4 miles of
bad buskshot; 2 miles of smad olay; 1 mile of bed buskshot; snd 7 miles ef
red silty sand elay - & %etal of 19 miles. m‘mtml_hworzs
miles leng, dut the new lesation would be alemg the line of the rallresd.
Mhm.mmmmmm.nn{pg.-ammuun
mnumuncammnmum.

&5 the last 21 miles of whish
némt-umn d.hpf, M



miles

(forward) 1896.9

int$o Arkadelphia are projected to be improved with gravel, subjeot to the
passage of & bond issue which is now before the poople. ERighteen months
will see the completion of this woxk if the bonds pass.

The 65 miles spoken of, from Fulton to Arkadslphia, is on the
new location. The present location is considerably loungexr.

FR08 ARKADBLEYTA T0 LIITLE ROCK, ARKANSAS,
(corrected distance 96.5 miles)

The £irst 32.8 miles mmst be prastically all relocated, through 32.8
virgin wods. Yo work has even been done on this section. The grades are
all ooty shiiiih Wi it oteiie Wbl e e
ix plenty of good natural gravel everyshere for surfacing.

There are many small streams to be forded on the present road, or,
more properly speaking, many fordings of tho same stream; one stream alone
being crossed 20 times. All this can de avoided by relocation and grades
not to exseed 4 per cent obtained.  The relocated road shomld not be longer
than at present, and will possibly dbe sharter.

From this point the last 6 miles inmto Hot Springs has been piked, . 6.0
is mostly gravel, bub has some ghort sections of blue limestone macadeam.
Jack of proper maintenance is shown all along the l1line,

Infermation was glven in Arikadelphia that Clark County will re-
losate and grade their portion of the road to Het Springs within 18 months.

From Hot Springs there is 17 miles of very good gravel road, al-
though the surfasing material is not of the beat. Genersl rapairs are now  17.0
being made with chert gravel. To ay mind, however, thare is pleaty of hank
gravel in the vicinity which would be mash bether fornthis purpese.

miles
(£oxwerd) 19651.7

The next 23 miles is an old gravel road, to and through Bemton, 23.0
This, while pretty well graded and drained, needs a great deal of work to
put 4t in good condition. Tho grades sre very fair, nothing much over 7
per oent, and these for short stretches only. Bmk gravel of excellent
quality may be had prastiocally everywhere alongside the road,

That portion of the road, about 17.7 miles, within Pulaski County 17.7
is in very fair condition, This is a blne limestons macadan and seme
granite macadam. Tt has not beem very well maintained lately and has some
shallow ruts and small pot holes, but in general may be classed as good,
somsidering the heavy traffic.

FROM LITTLE ROCK RO FORREST OITY, ARKANSAS,
- (corrected distance 90.0 miles)

The first 24.3 miles to Lonoks hgs & very good mecadam road at  24.3
present which needs miner ropairs, and this maeadsm contimes on for 2.6 2.5
miles further. From this peint, however, the roads are simply graded sand |

elay to and through Hazen, vhen we come upon 5 miles of gravel surface 3.0
stone road that is in excellent condition, then graded sand clay again %o
Roe Perry, 42.7 miles further on. 42.7

These stretohes of sand ciw rﬁl have not been maintained as
they shonld be and sems portions are rather low, there being evidence of
surfase water overflow in several places. If these sections of sand clay
road were graded up from 1 to 2 fest highor and well maintained with the

drag, they wuld give as fine sand olsy reads as msy be found in the South.
Atlﬂpwmtwmﬁomumumtmtdum

‘river 7 miles %o Olarendon, snd fraem Glarenden to Brinkley, 16.2 miles, 7.0
B v 16.2

this is a good sand slay road kept in very fair cendition. From Brinmkley c.g
-26-



alles
(fu'-rl) 2094.1

%0 Wheotley;, 6 miles, is also sand olay, but has been very badly neglested.

From Vheotley to Forrest Oity, 20 miles, is also sand clay, 20.0
but is in much better comdition than any of the other roads in this
vicinity. At least 15 miles of this seotion, however, should be rr-

1 to 2 feet higher and needs dettar: maintenanse.

A relocation is being madd from Hasen $0 Brinkley, which will.
materially shorten this distance, going by way of DeVall's Bluffs, oroess-
ing the White River there, and the Cache Rivar at Brassfield.

From Little Roak to Forrest Oity, the new route will prasti-
cally parallel the Rock Island Railroad. The distance will be approxi-
mately 90.0 miles.

The rights-of-way have been obtained for practically all of
this road and all grading is now done except 9 miles from Cass River %o
Brinkley. It will make a saving of 31.7 miles. The bridge across
White River is practically completed at present.

¥R0M FORREST OITY, ARKANSAS,T0 MEMPHIS, TENN.
(sorrected :distamse B50.6 miles) :

The Toad at [resent follews the 3t. Franois River from Madisom,
north, a total distanse of 21.1 miles from Forrest Oity, and leaving it Z2l.1
2 miles south of the Cross Oounty line. lo.a.tt-t has been made to sur-
face this road in sy place and it is full of short sharp turns. The soil
is & very good sand olay througheut.

¥o then strike what is know: as the old Military Resd, which has
recently boen opezed up sud graded all the way te Mariem, 23 miles. 3Six 235.0
miles of this is a very bed duskshot. The land is forested, is very low,

sud dadly drained. | ‘ ﬁ—-—‘..

27~

. miles
(forward) 2158.2

The sharacter of the soil changes to sand clay after this
stretch of buckshot is passed, and oentinues sand clay all the way to
Marion. It should be all graded much higher than at present if this
read is to be improved. 16.0 miles of the 23.0 is through almest virgin
forest. From Marion it is 13.5 miles to the present ferry near Mound 13.5
Oity.

There is a new bridge building across the ¥ississippi River
at Nemphis, which will permit the elimination of a great portion of the
backshot, sawing a distance of about 7 miles, and ruming directly east
from the county line of St. Francis Oounty at its Junotion with Oritten-
den Oounty. This distance will be 19 miles on the new road, as against
46 miles of the old, It is understood the soil is entirely sand clay

along this route. This would meke the total distance fram Ferrest Oity
%0 Memphis 50,6 milas.

(sorrocted distance 99,6 miles)

Frem J’utnn.to the National Cemetery and Arlington to the
county line, abeut 30.5 miles, there is a very goed gravel rogd which 30,5
is in very fair condition for the whole distance.

Infermation given by the Gh-ior of Commarce at Memphis is %o
the effeet that every mile ef read in 3helby County is gravelled.

The gravel roads seen are built of a maturul cementing gravel
whish very clesely sppreximates Tisheminge in guality, exsept the frag-
mnts are more angular in shape and mere on the erder of chert.

There is bk .6 mile frem the end of the gravel rosd to the 0.6

Shelby Oomnty line which has not bdeen surfased. This sestion Mas six

leng wooden most of whish are in bad . shis sestien is
e, T S T e



miles
(forward)  2331.7

The soil is of a reddish clay sand, amd the indications are that every

1ittle valley is extremely bad during wet weather. |
The impression formed izilo tunungh over this section was

that reloscation would leave out several of the mmall settlements which

(forward) 2208.8
very flat gountry, subject to overflew, having in fact, when we passed
over it, from 1 to 4 feet of walter on both sides of the road for the
whole distance. The causeway at present built must be widened and rais-
ed, and better strustures put in before this seciion can be eonsidered
%o de in good condition. are at present passed through, and that the road would be considerably
From Shelby county 1ime, through Galloway, Braden, Masen, |

Keeling, Stanten, Koko, to Brownsville, 41.6 miles by log, the #0il in 41.6

straightened and nhqtand vhen relocated, as the present traveled way
seemns t0 have been located more for a comnection of these several coross

gemeral is sand clay, varying frem red clay and fine sand, %0 a very good road ltoro-.thanfordyothsrmumhrmuo.

natural sand olay gravel or cherty meterial. Some sections are in very Near Camien are seme of the mg”t chert gravel beds the

fair condition, having been well graded and drained but practically ne writer has ever seen in the United States. One of these beds is now

boincthodl_mlthe chert is being shipped as far west as Memphis and
east as iuhvﬂh. The vri;tor is informed that this chert can be
delivered at ln:- point along the mmu between Cakden and Nemphis,

or oast to Nashville, at less than ﬁ.oo per cuble yard on siding. This
would seem to offer a solution to the read surfacing problem from Memphis

work kas been doms in dragging or maintenange over the entire distance.
The grades are not bad, although they could be bettered considerably.

From BSromsville te the county line of Madison County, m—
mataly 10 miles, the same condition previsusly noted obtains. From 10,0
Nadison County line, Ithoro is 16.9 miles of highway of old macadam whish 16.9
has been surfaced with some bdituminous materisl, probably a carpet coat. %o Nashville when relocated.
This section shows evidsuces of considersdle repalr work, but is very Prom Camien t0 the ferry seross the Tennessee River is at rre-
B T T O e T e ™ semt 8.5 miles, 2.5 miles of which is aoross the Teunssses River bottoms. 8.5
This road is Mhﬂlyunlmimd all the way, and when passed over was
from 3 or 4“00_10 18 inches deep in mmd. There is a very bad desoent
on the Camlm sids $0 geb on the ferry, and the river is quite swift at
thupohn_. If this point were to be used as a bridge site, the 2.5 miles
of bottom land ml must necessarily be raised at least 3 foet over the

greater part of the distance, as dack water cnrn&n this section nearly

Jagkson is 26.9 miles.

YROM JACKSON 70 NASHVILLE, TENNR3SEE,
(sorrected distanee 153.7 miles)

From Jasksen $0 Camien by way of Spring (reek, Oedar Greve,
Leech, Euntington and Hellew Rock, is & distance of 60.4 miles. Prasti- 60.4
sally the entire resd should de relosated. The present read is cme
saseession of hills snd valleys, sad very steep grades, with mmuy wind-

ing detours whigh geuld be $0 & great extent aveidsd by proper losatien.
2551.7

OVery yoar. \

From the ferry to Hustburg, 2.7 miles, there is sn old gravel 2.7
' ' 2542,9

=29= w80
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(forward) 234%,.9

road whisch is in very bad condition; bdut from Hustburg, Eumphreys

County is building a chert surfase read in medern manner to the Dicksen

County line, which will be, when completed, 30.6 miles long. 4.4 miles 30.6
of this is now building, 8 miles more is graded, ready for surface
material, and the balance is under contract. From the Humphreys ceunty
line to Dickson, 12 miles further o, there is 8 miles now graded resdy  12.0
for swrfscing and 4 miles of chert gravel road just tuilding. All of

this new road is on easy grades, has wide easy curves and exsellent

drainage structures.

A portion of the rosd from Hustburg to NHcEwen winds around the
side of a cliff of most peculiar formation on the Duck River. This ocliff
varies in height fram 50 to 500 feet from the water's edge, almost per-
pendiogular and for the greater part is of successive strata of blue 1ime-
stone and flint. Nearly 3 miles of -this oliff road shows the successive
stages in the formation of chert gravel beds, and is very interesting from
a geologisal point of view.

The whole section from the Temnessee River to the Cumberland
River has numerous deposits of chert gravel of apparent excellent quality
for road surfacing. We were misdirected at Hustburg with regard to the
detour %o anﬂ soms of the road now under construstion, and after
flomdering sround in md and water for several hours were obliged to
stop all night at Fehnsemville on secomnt of darkness. In the meraing,
howsver, we found it pessidle to travel the road under comstrustion, as \
the flood water had subsided semswhat.

The last 4.4 miles inte Dickson is & magnificent chard gravel
highwsy Just completed. '

mmumtmucumcmmc.m;ﬁ

e pi oo N S WL RS e

miles
(forward) 2393.6

has been recently built as a macadsm road. This is in very fine condi-
t_ien.'althou@ but 12 feet wide; thon for an additional 8.3 miles out Bed
qt Gharloﬁo the gounty has receatly built a part masadanm and part gravel
road 12 fest wido, but from this point on to the ferry, 9.1 miles, the 9.1
7084 has bewm ‘greded only, snd although there i oénsideredle chert in
the soil, the top is very soft and must be surfaced before it can be con-
sidered good.

There is s free ferry aoross the Cumberland. From the ferry on
the east bank to Ashland, although there is a maqad,m road for the entire
distance running along the river bamk, we foﬁnﬂ the rieing of the Cumbex-
land River had esused bdack water, 8 faat deep, to overflow the road for a
distance nearly 2 miles.

We were obliged to make a detouwr by way of Cheap Hill, which
nio the distance 11.6 miles in place of 5.6 miles along the river bank 19.6
orer the ferry to Ashland., This detour is s fair road, except for several
exoessive grades, sud rust be taksn any time when the Cumberland River is
adove the 35 foot stage, unless the road between the ferry and Ashland is
relocated highor up snd new bridges are duilt. It might de stated, however,
that this year's flood on the Cumberland is the highest for nearly 105 years.

From Ashland to Nashville there is a good road, either mscadam or
gravel, all the way, but exscossive muu wea?r is spparent thronghout
the distance of 235.5 milea. Three miles out of Ashland townrds Emshville 23.5
there is ono ford .noirly 200 feet long, which &uring excessive high water
on the cmborimd_il Almost impassable for sntomodiles.

It is velieved the highway should be rounted along the X.0. &

8%. L. RR. from Diskson to Eashville, as this wonld eut of ¢ spprroximmtely



_ (forward) 2440.0
15 miles, and cut out two oressings of tho Tennessees River.
FREN NASHVILLR %0 SPARTA, THNNESSHE,
(sorrected distanse 96.9 miles)

!mmlhnhﬁummhﬂrm. The firvet
14.4 miles $0 the £irst toll gaste at Lavergne is s macadam resd whieh 4.4
nmmmam.mmmrm'mzmumﬂmm
gate whish-is nry.ron@ and shows lack of maintenance. The balsnce of
the road to Murphysboro, 17.5 miles, snd from there to Woodbury, 19.9 1 g:g
miles, hdlumlortollg:pto,nﬂ.th..ntir_o distance is in very pocr
oondition, considering the fact that toll is deing collected for t.ho
whele distange.

Originally this was perhaps a good macadam road, bat it has beem
mWMuﬁdmﬂﬂtmdruhnchM'mtho last two years
have been of Sush a poor charaster that they camount to 1ittle better than
none a% all. |

The old macadam has in mest instanses been surfaced with loose
Mcvmommlm.mu:whubmwuﬁw
smmmoummmwwnum. The ditches have
mmunnmm-maﬂmuvmw.uwnom
m-twummrmn'uqtualmumoﬂﬂleno.

%he only reasen the writer could find for this cenditien was
mmuun-unummvmnmzuwm
nummm.ummmm. and throw them open to the
pudlis. mmuwnmwmtnoum
mmmm—tnmmtomhml'hpu
sondi tien.

=33~
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huioolhrytom.mm.unmdmlm
wp t0 the top of the ridge, and then on the ridge seems to be a nmatuwral
ohortfr- alongside. This extends to 5.2 miles from Woodbury. B5e2

l'mtiu point, however, it is practically all average sountry
ma.‘nimuthzmﬁm-- the natwral earth, with neither
grade nor good aligmment, although both can be had readily oz the pre-
sent right-of-way, which seems to be about 70 feet wide. There is plenty
umdmlcluotntommd.

This condition extends for an additional 8.8 miles, when we a~ 8.8
gain strike either gravel of limestons macadam, which is pretty badly wora
but uMhﬁMl for 5.7 miles at MoMinmville. 3.7

The first 2 miles out of MoMinnville towards Sparta is a good 2.0
chert gravel road surfacing on olay chert base. From there su old lime-
stone moadanm with chert gravel surface for o distance of 3.6 miler, . 3.6
i_u.ﬁ {s in fair comdition, although evidently unrolled. Frem that point,
wmmﬁmhmudﬁudmmndqmu
soms chert, but mostly dark red olay which changes to sand-clay 5.7 5.7
miles from the last point.

From this point the alignment is good 21l the way to Quebes,

6.5 miles, vith $he exoeption of Oeney Ferk Approaches. No werk has been 6.3
dene, sad the road mast be well drained, graded and surfaced the enmtire
digtanoce.

Trom Quebes %e Sparta, 11.8 miles, there is a mretty good gred- 11.3
ol rosd which has deen macadsmized for a portion of the way, and gravelled
Ahe halmmee. fHems of 1% is quite Yough in spets, but gemerally it 1s good.

This sectien in eut is very marrew in places, but can be easily widemed. ,
o 2556, 9

s



(tonlrl). M,‘D

FROM SPARTA TO KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEB,
(corrected distamee 112.8 miles )

The road is very fair for the first 2.8 miles and has been 2.8
sariaced with gravel and broken stone without rolling, but them begins a
olimb ef 1,000 foet in 2.3 miles to the top of the ridge. This is at pre- 2.3
sent surfaced with very poarse bhroken steme, which is unrolled, reugh aad
loose, |

The next 5.5 miles to Derossets is aleng the ridge, and is a very 5.5
falr quality of sand-glay., The next 2.2 miles is the same as Just neted, 2.2
but leaves Ravensareft to the left of the road one mile.

A project is new on foot to relocate the road from Sparta te
Bavensoreft by a new 7 per cent grade, which will rednce the total distanee
to approximetely 10 miles to Ravenseroft and.ceme in on the rresent read
ene mile further on. This new roed will more or less follow the railresd
. from Sparta $o Ravenscroft. ,

The road then continues along the ridge and has boen graded but
not kept uwp, and most of it should be relocated prastically alemgside the
Treseut road. This extends for 9.4 miles from the last point menticned, 9.4
md from there 1.7 miles has been graded on a 7 per ecent side hill of sand~ 1.7
stone and sand clay, which is in very rough and soft conditien $o Pemcua,
wiere it reaches 1,920 feet elevantion. ‘

From Pomena there is a well graded and drained ridge read of
sand clay, which has not been worked very mash, 7.1 miles, inte Crossville. 7.1
From Crossville, 4.7 miles, to Gorton, there is & good, well Xupt ssnd 4.7
elay read, and frem there & well laid oub, drained, and well Xept sand
slay surface, ‘n or slose to smndgtene ledge, with sasy grades,fer 6.1 milest,l

miles

“ Oradb Orchard.
Prom Oradb Orchard, te Osene, %0 Daysville, 15.5 miles, is a 13.5
mountain pass, wpon which little or nothing has ever beenm done except
%0 out the trees. BSeverzl grodes of 30 per cent are on this streteh,
particularly between Osone and Daysville. Ths road goes up and dowm
over recky ridges, without any pretense at avoidange. It can be re-
located, howsver, probably without increasing the distance mach, 1f any
at all, No work is contemplated hers so far as ascertained.
From Daysville there is a2 fine modern crushed stone mudm.
with grades not exseeding 6 per cent, well laid out and drained, with

easy surves, for 3.6 miles to the bottom of the mountain at Rockwood. 3.6
le4 miles further on is the center of the town of Reckwood, 14
and from there for a distance of 33.7 mileos to Lenoir City there is a 335.7

very fine macadam ¢r chert roed, in altermate sections, h fine oonditiem,
medera in every rarticular. | ;

Frem Rookwood to Leneir Oity ie & modern highway mostly chert
dase with a fime chert top but long stretches of crushed stons macadan
alse. Bmpu-timlhwnm.nu of being resurfaced macadam, using
a fine shert gravel, probably frem oreek Led wash. It is a winding rosd,
well drained with maximm 6 per cent grades, and bears all the oarmarxs
of 0.2.R..instrustions.

Frem lenoir sast for 4.5 miles a 9-foot macodsam has Just been 4.5
oompleted, but this seetion has easy shoulders, making an effective 18-foot
width, This wrk is deing denme in oue courss, first plasing a layer of
searse stane severed with a layer of fine stene and relled sll tegether.
hAmmmmmﬂuﬂ.mﬂmmmde

T 2635.&



miles

(formrd)  2635.4
In addition to this work already completed, thural is about 2.7 miles fo?
under constructien which will svidemtly bo uﬂoﬂ this year.

We then come to mmm&mmunmmuo.

nmtmodls.d.mu. muuumnnmnr.mmu 13.4

mmm-abm-nmmrm_ummmmmumm
rather badly. nmm_dmto_mmu.‘m.tnn_m
over it, and no infermatien ceuld be o’btnul in n-uuo as to._tlo class
of comstrustion or whem it was built. |
FROM EKNOXVILIE, TENNESSEE, TO HICKCRY, NOR?H CARORDINA,
(esrrected distanse 229.9 miles ) |
leaving Knsxville at the Atkin Hotel, there is one mile of oity 1.0
streets, mest of whisgh is in very bad oouutiq. snd then 6 miles of old 6.0
macadam whigh is in poer cendition and needs resurfacing.
thnmmmnlm&mmshltlmhpw.
for a distance of 5.4 miles. The mext 5.8 miles semms to have been the 5.4
same type eriginally, but has recemtly deen regoustructed with erushed o
1imestone, is well drainmed snd duilt, sud has goed concrete bridges all
the way to Straw Plains,
mmmamu-m-uummmhnmtu

for the next 19.1 miles to Dandridge, 9.1-uu-mtomn-tnu. | 1;&
and 10.5 miles mere to Newport. All this reed ssu be classed as very 10.5

good, sasy grades, sad well somstructed.

From Newpert, !m.toml.l.o.,QMmm-bm
to&ovwﬂ“&tlndhrﬂﬂum‘mmﬂ.
mnmmmmm-ﬁmm he
mu—mmmumumm.um

milen
(forward ) 2708.4

oreck, t0 Allenstand, to Walnmt, to larshell; mone of which will be en

- the sempleted suthorixed highway. It is very rough, almest impassable

in plages, and abounds in high centers end immense beulders.

The new route from Newpeort to liarshall will be approximately
Mmaqﬂmumphted,mdﬂubaatmmmythnughout. 35,0
a8 nost of the wark is being done under state sapervision.

The next 19,2 miles hee been graded and drained in a modern way 19,2
bat hmbbomgvorymum.mtain.d. Thosoﬂhasandychyﬁ;inh'
eonld be mnds into a very geod swrface by reper dragging. There is no
project on foot, o0 far as I could learn, te swrfacs there sections.

The naxt 4.9 miles to the town of Weaverville, in Buncombe 4.9
Oounty, has an 014 macadan ¢f orushed stone, which is in very good condi-
tion, good grades, amd good drainage. |

From hars to the Asheville city limits, 7.0 miles, is a new 7.6
mized method bituminous top en resurfaced mascalsm base. About 2 miles of
this work was suporvised by the undersigned last spring. The macadsa base
is being resemstrustod by cownty couvist feroces, axd the 3-1/4 insh dito-
minous top being Mmtnot. The pertion supervised by this Office
has beon wnder heavy traffic fer about 3 mexths, and shows to be In porfodt
eenditien.

Withia the sity of Asheville there is abeut & mile of very rough
614 mssadan, which it is umdorsteod will de rebullt at sn early date, using
the same alass of oconstruetion as that frem Weaverville to Ashewille.

It i» about £ miles threugh the city o= dituminous streets and 2.0
we thém come S0 5.4 miles of old massdsm whioch is pretiy dadly wora and 3.4

“2T80.4
-



miles

mpeds reswrfaging.

Fron here there is a sand elay read in very good eenditien fer
8.6 miles, then another short stretch of masadam badly wera for l.5 miles 8.6
te Black Nountain. ' g

The next 3 miles to the couxty 1ine at the swmmit ef Mack Nem- 3.0
tain is m-vorym conditien, and previsien has been made for relosation
te cemnect up with the new grade frem the other side. Frem the Hlask
NMountain divide we were obliged to Sravel the eld stage read for 3.5 miles
%o a point where it Jeins the new 0.P.R. Pest Road new duilding, eoming
eut on this Post Read at the fountain. mmm.m.umhpofﬁo
Black Nountain divide will be 10.5 miles. This is now under constrmotien 10,5
From the fountain om for & distmce of 135.4 miles we traveled the Pest  13.4
Road, whish shows the need of maintensmce guite badly.

The next 6.5 miles of medsrn graded sand clay alse shews the 65
need of maintenanes. ¥Frem this peint .9 mile te Greenlee there has been 0.9
20 grading dens and the read is badly draimed, but is in fair conditiexm.

To Narion 6.8 miles 1s good medern, well graded, sand elay, in 6.8
goed conditien.

From there 2 miles of old masadam, which has been partly resur- 2.0
fased. This is very narrew with s dirt read alengside.

Prem.this peint on begins a sand clay read, well graded and drained,

and in geed conditien fer 8.9 miles. In gemeral, it might be said the seil 8.9

frem Asheville to here is mestly a sand olay with some gravely theugh net
engough %o bde elassed a matwral gravel.

The mext 1.0 mile is met graded and in pretty bed conditien,end l a |
o AEENT
| &

=59

miles
(forward)  2843.5

sheuld be relesated, thenthere is 1.2 miles of ¢ld read on geod grades 1.2
snd al ignment but very badly neglested.

Frem this peint the next 11.4 miles are good sand clay, well  11.4
graded, but in peer surfase senditien te Mergantewn.

Froen Mergantown te Hickory, 25.3 miles, there is a well graded 25.3
sand olay resd which also shows lask ef dragging.

The eriginal scheduled stepping plase eu this trip from Enox-
ville, cast, was to have been Asbeville, but en acesunt ¢f the bad condi-
u«um.mumnm»1wu-mmmmum
night, and so went en through Asheville te Hickery fer the second night's
stop, whish -hmahuhnatMn.l.'..thnhungnm.

T oarrocted distamee '179.2 miles)

Frem Hiokery te the tell bridge at Catawba River, 25 miles, the 25.0
read is in very geed sendition. It has a sand clsy top soil surfase with
sonsiderable gravel in i$, which is very well kept in places, but about

.mmcnuummmnuummummm

1f permsasnt imgrevement is to Do made wpem it. Then the next V.8 miles 7.8
¢ Statesville is a geed tep seil sand olsy gravel, well kspt.
Frem here the mext 9.2 miles is a magnificent tep seil sand 9.2

“l’“domm-ﬂlﬁhﬂ.
Then somes 4.7 miles of rathor peer Sop seil resd whish has met 4.7

boen knpt up, tmmmm'um-myuu_nmm-
acssuxt of shode Xeeping the seil ted Samp.

Prom there, 5.4 miles, of $-fost mendsm, with & dirt read B.4
alongside whish is very fair but the surface is ravelling. Thea 5.l B.1
| W6

el



miles

miles of top seil sand clay gravel o¢f mederm construction in exoellemt
condition. Then 2.7 miles olf 9-feet macadam with a sand olay side read,
all of whieh is in very bad ecnditien te Salisbury eity limits.

8.7

Brem here, through Salistury, for 4.1 miles there is a bitumin- 4.1

ous surfase masadam in fine cenditien.

Prom this point there is 14.4 miles of magnificent ssnd clay Sep 14.4

soil to Lexingten, then a 15-foot maeadsm in fair cenditien for 1.6 miles,
tnsnryﬂnotopuumddq'murﬂo.lnﬂ.lﬁm-mum
There is one mile of very rough sand alsy through Thomasville, them fine
mddqmnytopnntu-ﬁ.snml.MIlmmoﬂﬂul
but rough; then an old maeadsm surfage whish is [retty badly ravelled fer
2.6 miles through High Peimt.

Frem High Point there is .5 mile of sand olay top seil gravel
in geoed condition, then a consrete base and eurb for a l6-feet readway
for cme mile. This is evidently to have a bitumineus surfsee of sems kind
Matshtarhto. mmsuh-uaMuphu.m'm
rew. |

rr-hrothorouappds.anmsthhmtnﬂm
mta&zmhmnmm;-ﬁmﬁomﬁu
grading has been dene, witheus aligmmemt er meh attensisn te grades,
though 1t is not bad, The distance will not be alvered.

prem Guilferd Gellege Statisn there is an eld masedam reed,
rather rough in plases sad pretty bedly ravellsd for 5.4 miles. .

The next 3.5 miles inte Gresmsbere is a bituainous Sep en esn-
erete sad is in exsellemt conditiem.

1.6
9.5
1.0

B.6

2.6
0.5

1.0

3.0

3.B

| (forward )

The irst 5.6 miles eut of Gremsbers is s marroy masadss read
Just in about gondition teo begin ravelling badly. !rtrol is used en beth
sides in the dirt in preference to traveling in the center wey.

mmauluhatopun-m'ohym.htutwu
h‘p’cup.'thenamn'-uhrﬂfammuhemnh. This
M'ubnﬂttomluon&orudﬁthluﬂmnﬂnmu
is in pretty reugh egndition.

Through Gibsonville the next .6 mile is & natural sand elay reed
in sverage eenditien, and from there to the Elon Ocllege Oerperatien line,
de4 miles, is of the same magadam Just in about the same condition. The
+5 mils through Blom Colkge Oorporation is in misersble eomditicn, being
&s bad as any read traveled througheut the trip.

As soen a8 we laft the Oorperation 1ine of Klen College we again
¢éame upsn the narrow magadam which became bettier as we preceecded. The
total length of this streteh is 3.6 miles to Burlingten. '

Through Burlingten is sand elay enly for a distmnes of -2 miles,
and is in very bad eonditien, muﬁu.mmmm
for cus mile to Graham, vhioh is also in bad oenditien.

Through Graham there is 1.1 miles ef ditumingus eonstruetien ex
sonerets, then the usmal narrey masadan reed for the nmext 6.4 miles. Frem
tere there is a bad smad elay resd, dadly maintained fer 25.5 miles te
Chapel Hill. This ssmd slay cextizmes for 4.1 miles further en, frem
mnmmuo.tumu-u-.mvmda.mou
oity of Duham. This masadan is ik protty falr conditien sensidering the
age mad the heavy mutemedile treffis, though it has deen swept elean of

2998,.0
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1.4
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The tetal distance traveled fiem Greemsbere e Durham by the
Chapel Hi1l reute s 75 miles. Gareful iagairy, hawever, dsveloeped the ‘
fact that the northermn read frem Greensbere te Durhso by way ef Hillsbore '_.;___
1s but 65 miles in length, er a saving ef § miles, and s in overy partie =
sular just as geed, as far as grades and sligmmens are comserned., In
gmeral the surfacing is in abeut the same cendision, and this route is
more histario, passing as it dees through Hillsdare. The persgnal opiniem
of your eungingser is that the nerthem reute should de designated as the
effiscial reute, rather than the southern.

YEOM DURHAN, NORTH CAROLINA, 70 FRENERIOKSAIG, Wi.

(serrested distanse 235.5 mniles) %:

m-tmmummnﬁa.x.c.. o the Nerth Meek-
mmwmmuaupmmmtm.m
the direction of the U.S. 0ffiee ef Public Roads, sad is a pert of the
Bashingten to itlanta Highway. The funds furnished by the various
-amu-,m.mmmmuthmmmnm
eenditien, although they are im mmeh detter cdnditien than ever before,
asserding to imfermatien ebtained all aleng the lins. |

Leaving Durham the first 8.5 miles is & 15-feet mmeadam road 8.5
with sand elay shouwlders whish is in sverage geod eesditien, altheugh swept
elem of hinding materisl; them 3.1 miles of sand olay in average good 3.1
sonditien, md 1.5 miles of gravel read ia fine esnditien. 1.6

The zext 9.8 miles is & sand elay read whiech shows lask of preper 9.8
mattensass, them 1.2 miles of gravel resd ix gesd soaditien, and 6.9 miles 1.8

S
of Sand elay o Oxferd Oify, mist of whish 1s fu pretly good sentition bub

43

3
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miles
(ferward) 20986
 4» very dusty.

de4 miles through Oxferd ity is in very fino conditien, but 1.4
fram there fer 8.1 miles is sand clay, quite & part of whieh is very 8.1
dusty but gets better towards the end.

There is a mile of fine gravel road from this peoint on and them 1.0
through the tewn of Stevall, and for a distanco of 7.8 miles from thers 7.8
is sand elay iu very fair conditien, but prastieally all of this seotion,
from Oxferd Oity, shows laak of dragging.

¥rom this point 1.6 mile te Sudan tho meil is more gravelly 1.6
aud the surfase is in fine condition. From Hudan there is a limestens

 mashdam for 5.2 miles whish 1s pretty reugh and shows sigas of ravelling 52
te the eity limita of Clarksville. Itﬁthm.?ntlowmm- o9
.uu.t.mndof'thohrhlp.

Frem here %o the town limits of Boydten, 9.8 miles, there 1s & 9.8
good tep seil sand clay grevel in geod oomiitien, and fram there for 1.2 1.2
miles a good macadam.

Frem this peint for 17.9 miles to Sowth Hill oity limits is 17.9
average sead elsy iz aversge senlition. Froa South Hill eity limibs
{hrough the town for eme mile s a poor moadsm. 1.0

Frem the last poimt the next 55 miles is ssnd olay, some good,  B55.0
mm.-m.bnwm d“hﬁ_ﬂnﬂtm.

There is then & fair masadan in gosd condision for 2.2 miles to the 22
Petersdurg oity limits. |
' Throagh Petersburg thers is 2.5 miles of bituminous construe- 2.5
$1en, thex & masadan for 4.5 miles, vhish is very rough for the mest part 4.5

SKiB.6



¥ miles
(forward) 5R18.6

and shows heavy ravel and peer maimtenase.

From this peixt a tep seil sand olay gravel fer 10.8 miles is  10.8
" all in pretty fair cemiitien bub shews lask af maintensucs, and frem
'mummmgomsmtommmkanm 540
gravel and macsdam, alternately, whish are in pretty fair cenditien but
show sffeets of heavy sutemebile traffie.

This brings us te the bridge st Richmend, frem whish peint te
the eity hall, abeut & mils, the less said the Detter, as it is mestly 1.0

m.mmtnmmaouh-mmm.m-am-
mmrumwmm»mm. If the read
were sufficlently wellmmarked this oeuld hardly have happened. The dis-
mmmcxwwnwummmnvo.sm- 70.5
the dssiguated highway which runs hy Ashlsnd, Oestesville, Chilesturg and
Spetaylvania. mmsu:m-rummm.un:u..-un-,-l
provisien has beez made to put the 3 miles in geed comditien. |
M g B Ao =

The first 11.7 miles is s nicely censtrusted tep seil gravel 11.7

hpdﬂtim:ﬂnﬂtﬂhﬂtmwmm

a% presamt.

Thers is then 2 good top,seil gravel olay fer the mext 9.8 miles 9.8

hnwﬂ“!j‘dlnﬂ.mw.m
Trem this point -um-mu—ium-

miles
(forward) 3327 o4

sa all but impassable eondition, mad it would be nesessary $o mike a
ht;ou' to get thromgh at all. We were also infarmed that the famers
in this sestisn of bettem land are takiag advantage of the naturally
poor esenditien of this sestion of m&w keoping it in bad oconditien

_ purpesely, and lying in wait for unwary autemeblilists.

 Upom parsenal investigation I found this repert to be true, as

Shree 2-horse tesms were waiting at the first bad mmd hels. Examina-

$ien showed that this mmd hole had boen cevered over sarefully with a~

bout 1 inch of olean sand and mmoothed up waiting for the next mashine.

One of the men who was walting at this point infermed me that he was amx-

ployed by the ocounty. Peoplo*q:onwmuthh place, however, informed

me that such is not the case. Those mem are not drawing money frem the

esounty fer the work (?) they are doing. A novemsnt is on foot in Fred-

erieksburg to raise suffisient funds to improve this lew section, which

is enly about 5.5 miles leng. 5.8.

‘ l‘M?WMh:mMManrthoMly 4.0

-no;.nltonmoomtrypavdruu,muu:{untdmdu-

surfisiently drained for the next 2.8 miles. 2.8
Mﬁhmm&omdmbmﬂlmmammlam

gaeing of top soil, rwming to sand for 1.7 miles, and froa there is a b 1.7

mmmunmmmmmz.a-nuuwm. 2.8
From Ocoogman Creek for 2.4 miles there is & ledse crushed steme 2.4

-*n-mmmmmmtumupuumnm

condition for an additiomal .9 mile. From this last peint, 1.5 miles of 0.9

old drokem steme smd gravel, is pretty rongh. “So



- niles
(forward) 3349.0
The next 11.7 miles is a top soil sand clay gravel im excellent 11,7
sonditien, ending at Hunting Cresk Bridge, whish is prodabdly the best
natural material rosd in the whele reute frem San Diege o Washingten,
D.G., with the exceptien of the re=2s for a shert distanse detweez Salis-
bury and Greensbers, X.C.
1.6 through Alexsndria to the dridge eressing ef the railread 1.6
tracks is of fine bitumingus constructien, but the next 4 miles te the 4.0
Petomas River alang the old stage read of breken stene is very reugh, and
in very bad eondition.
in additiomal 2 miles, freu the Potemae River on 1l4th Street 2.0
and through Petcmmo Park, bhrings us te the U.S. 0ffice ef Publie Reads
duilding st 14th snd Pemna. Avemme, the terminal peint of the jewrmey.
The total leg distance traveled after leaving the Cabdrille Olub,
San Diege, was 3527.9 miles. This includes mmmy shert side trlpl..nllan
ef the detours whish wers made to aveid bad plases in the remd, and dees

3368.3

not include, of ssurse, the distanes from Texarkana to Arkadelphia, where
the car was shipped.

The tetal distance for the designated routes as traveled is 3368.5;
but, allowing fer work new under construstien @ memney previded for, is
3247 5 miles. This latter distanse is the mileage that shonld de Sakmm as
e total distance aleng the Southern Extiomal Highway, effisial reute, frem
San Diege te Washingten, D.C. |

In & repart of this kind, dased upen & hurried trip ssress the
eontinemt, witheut survey er detalled study of seil conditiens and svail-
ability of resd building materials, your eginser is firmly ecnvinsed that
sstimtes of costs weuld be the vildest guess work mmd sheuld mot even B

This mugh, hewever, ean be said with perfect senfidence; there are
no difficult engineering problems extant for any part ef the reute as traveled.

A11 the relosations suggested san be made by any cempetent highwey engineer,
and mest of them are obvious from evea a cursery exan ination, and need not be

long sought for.

500 miles or more of the grading for a l6~foot mruodhlm
should not cest ever $£00 per mile, and yowr enginser is ef the opinien that
20 ome individnal mile weuld cost ever $6,000, fer grading aleng; and alse,
tha t there iz not moro than 75 miles altegether that would run ever $5,000
a mile for grading aleme.

The (mestion of surfacing eost is an open ome subjest to tho type
selected, but it is advenged that fully 500 miles would need e ether sar-
facing material mmm than that to be found immediately alsngsids the
road, gear. ﬁro this highway to receive all the ﬁnscontmnial traftin.

In eonclusign of this roport and as to the condition ef the road
in gﬁm‘.l. it is the writer's opbiim that this route is an epen route
throughout the ysar for sutemedilists snd could be traversed with -ssse during
lﬂl of the year in its presexat mutlnn.

When the prejested werk is cempleted, which will be abeut 18 meaths
heneo, the entire reute would bde traveled by almest any ecar with rerfest eem-
fort snd seeurity. Emsellemt stepping places within easy distanse of eash
other are found all aleng 2o resd, sad vhile antemebile supplies sad fusl
mhlpnl-.pﬂnuntorm.. in gmeral the prices sverage abeud
the same A e found in muy part ¢f the cewmndry.

'm-ﬁnumuwmmmmmmmn




we had was with tires, dus more or less to an unfortunate selestion in the
first place. We had absolutely no breakdowas or mechanical repairs during
thowip.ndmmlymtmonmntmjmq.uathuﬁoi_o

carelessness more than anything else, as we attempted to oross some newly

graded sand clay roads without chains. After jacking up and placing chains
we came out ot our oWn power. She total distance where chains were neees-
sary on the tripiwas less than 100 miles. The last 14 miles inte Alexandria
was made at an average speed of 55 miles per howr with the speedometer read-
ing 63 milss per hour several times. '

Had the journey been made ome month earlier, at lsast 2 days could
easily have been gained over the ruming time.

mhMopMM,mMnm'mmlorlm Texas,
to and across the Imperial Valley, California, are not deserts, but land whish
11 sems day Do Mreaght wnles e highest stabe of emittvetien. Tegeeidlly
is this true of the Dmperial Valley in Califernia, the Gila River Basin, and
the Staked Plains of Western Texas and Eastern New Mexico. Flat and water-
less though this country is, it is extremsly interesting throughout, very
different from the general impressicu given the railrcad tourist from the
car windows. The coloring throughout Arisena and New NMexico can only be
truthfully reprodnsed by the impressienistic school of patnters.

The Superstition Mountains, Arissnsa, afford scenery which is emly
exselled by s few of the celebrated desuty spots of Americs.

Arkansas, Tennesses, and North Carolim, afferd a besutiful seenis
route, largely through virgin country, with -un‘ﬂu nmm
by man. ' :

Through North Carelina sd Virginis, uhuq-n‘-n_mi

1= 1) " ." I__ ‘... (','I. prh T _I':._._ -‘_-"-“..;
| e, Bl - s s A Tunee SR VLS e e T P Rl :AEI o A1

somery on every hand, and countless 'phui_ preguant with historic associa~
tions. Partioularly is this trus of the seoction frem Salisbury to Washington.

It is true that perhaps the relecation of portions of this route
'nurodnoo the total distance by several hundred miles, but it should be
nhrlim that the route as traveled by your engineer had been desiguated
by the ﬂouthom National Highway Assooiation as a feasible highway which
could be ‘bnvohd. at ths present time without undue hardship or difficulty.

looouaruy under these oonditionl. the best existing rosds from
i;o ob:octi.vo to another were incerporated in this general route. Where
there were two romds from ene point to anotber, the road whieh was in the
better condition was chosen, rather than the shorter route.

It might be said that from the information pthe:od along the
ling, from practically every county theobgh which we traveled, there is less
than 200 miles of the entire distance for which money has:not been either
spmhtod-or provided for, or woIk actually under way, which will plaoce
the designated Southern National Highway in fine condition prior to the
spring eof 1917, |

Your enginser would unhesitatingly state that the route, as indi-
eated in this report, might be taken with entire e-toundutmmug

1916 st sny time betwsen May and October, and possibly s month earlier and

later.
An offioial map of the Bouthern Eational Highwey is sppended hereto,

showing in gemeral the route m'dfthh trip; also state maps showing the

- e ; Respectfully sudbmitted:

mmm




FERCHANTS ASSOCIATION OF SAN DIKGO

GOS~G11 TIMKEN BUILDING

NAN DIRGO, CATAFORNIA  July 9th 1918,

Nr.Bd Fletcher
City.

Dear Sir;-

Your recent letter in re rights of way in the mountain
district along the State Highway to the Imperial County line,was
referred to our Good Roads committee and the same,in turm,appealed
to the County Board of Bupervisors to grant relief desired in the
manner you suggested.It is now reported back to'us that the Board

of Supervisors promises to work in harmony with’the highway commission

to bring about a speedy completion of the road as may be possible.

In respect to your letter of 5th inst and a set of resolu-
tions enclosed,endorséidg the Dixie-Overland Righway,will say that
the Board of Directors of this association has passed the resolutions
as submitted by you,and letters have gone forward to Congressman
Kettner and John S.Bleeker of Columbus Ga,at your request.-

Rospootfully - :
Merchants Association of Ban Diego '

ot % il w2
Secretary.

September 20th, 1919.

dr. Leland J. Henderson,

Secretary D. 0. H.
Columbus, Georgia.

Dear Mr. Henderson:

Enclo
and may be of inter

EF/LCz
Enclosure,

Agsociation,

sed find clivping, whiec 21f -
g ping h is gelf explanatory,

Yours very tfnxy,



February 27th, 19 2 9.

Stete Highway Commisaion of Texas
fastin, Texagse

Gentlemen:

I en anxious to hove a mep of Texas showing the
nunber of niles of State highways .that have been
paved in one color, those under construction or
soon 7ill be in znother color, end roughly the
mileage that will be necessary to complete the
oresent State highway system. Also, roughly, how
nany niles a year ere being put into condition.

If there is eny expense attached to this, I will
be glad to poye :

I wmunt to get out an article on the wonderful
achievenent of the State of Texas, considering the
problems you have to contend with.

‘ny ianformation on this subject will be greatly
appreciated. . :

Yours very truly,

EF:CMF
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FPAKSIDENT WALTON QOUNTY FAIR ABBOCIATION

FRAESIDENT FARMENS MUTUAL FINE INSURANCE ABB'N,

PRAKSIDENT MONROK HOTEL COMPANY

E. 1. Williams

OENERAL CONTRAC-FOR FRESIDENT BTONE MOUNTAIN ROUTE HIGHMWAY ABES'N,

Rooms 1-2 Williams Bullding SECRETARY AND TACASURER WALTON COUNTY N, F, L. A,

SENATOR ELECT 27 DisTRICT

Monroe, Ga.
April 18, 1929,

Mr. Ed. Fletcher,
San Diego, Calif,

My Dear Sir:-

I am writing you in the interest of one of
our leaders on road matters in Georgia, Hon. Orrin
Roberts, Monroe, Georgia, asking that you support him
as President of the National Bankhead Highway Associ-
ation, which meets in Memphis on April 30th,

A Delegation from here will join the Wotorcade
as it passes this way, and we will try to see you in person
about this matter, but we would like to have you write us
a letter advising that you will support Hon. Robexrts as the
Bon. W, C. Adamson, of Carrollton, Georgia, died before his
term was out, and it seems to us that we should have another
Georgian serving in this capacity.

Hope to see you in wemphis,

Respectfully,

€ }777 o AT AB i i
E. U. 'illims.

ENW/ELL

J ! / . [ /:/’ -



April 25rd, 19 29, .  August Second,
‘ . 155080
( Chamber of Commerce,
Keridien,
Miss.

bl E. ll. ‘Sillim ’

Rooms 1-2 ¥illiams Building | | Attention Mr, H. S, Howaxd, Sccve Mer.

¥onroo, Ga, R
My dear Mr, Howard:

Dear My, Williamasg ' :
I am glad to hear from you wnder dute of July twenty-

I wish to acknowledge your letter of April 18th &nd | eighth.
to tell you that I will do everything I can for you | I am going to the bat to stimulete an ‘{nterect in
| the completion of our peved highway from occan to
in the interests of good roads, | . occan. ¥%e &ll have our problems but ~e cre over
| coming them gradually,.
Yours very truly, |
) | Evary foot of the roud from here to the Missis-ip-i

River over Us S, No. 80 cr "D 0 H® is pgraded or
paved, all bridges in‘and within t.0 years and
a half evexry foot of & is going to be puved.

Please give wme the following informction.

How many miles of Ro. 80 is in Missiszippi?

| How many miles are paved, how many umpaved cnd
| i ' that which is not paved, is it graded ang/or

EF3CGHF - ' | is it finunced for paving?

I am getting out a bulletin stating the conditian

of Ue Ss Noe 80 a2ll the woy scross the continent
and would like eny additional data that you con famish,.

I would elso like a couple of ;lctures thst I can
use for roproduction purposes. Any informotion you
can give me will be apprecisnted.

With kind p.rml' regaris,
Sincercly yours,
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GROUND FLOOR MIAZZA-WOODS BUILDING

MERIDIAN, MISS. Aug. 6%th, 1930

Col. 24 Fletocher,
1020 Ninth Street,
San Diego, California.

Dear Col. Fletcher:

Your letter, addressed to Mr. Howard, has just been received. Since
he is out of the city I will try to give you the information wanted,
for you may be wanting it right away.

Have found out there are 160 miles of No. 80 in Mississippi, all of
which is graveled, except a few miles between Newton and Forest,
Mississippi, which is under construction at presents The bridge
at Eppes has been completed, which saves ferrying, as of oldi

Have been unable to secure any pictures, as the highway department
has none. .

Any time this office can serve you, it is only a pleasure.

Yours veéi truly,
M. L. BRAHAN, |
Asst. Secretary-Manager

HSH:B.
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GROUND FLOOR MIAZZA-WOODS BUILDING
MERIDIAN, MISS. July 28th, 1930

Colonel Ed Fletochsr,
1020 Ninth Street,
San Diego, California.

Dear Colonel Fletcher:

Your letter, addressed to Mr. J. Henry Harris, Secretary Mississippi
Travelers Assooiation, has been referred to tﬁe writerfyﬁho happegg
to be the chairman of the Good Roads Committee, for a reply.

That part of United States Highway No. 80 through Newton and part of

Scott county is the onl art of this highway I i
that is not paved. £ . e L

I note what you have to say with reference to a letter ‘rom:th
Demopolis Chamber of Commerce about No. 80. I recentl} attenged a
meeting of highway enthusiasts at Selma, Alabama, who formulated plans

to immediately bring all pressure to bear on the Alabama -
partment for an early construction of this road. Highway De

With cordial good wishes, and, assuring you that it i
be of any assistance pon'l.blo'to *B O g'f I am, e o

A . A YRR OK

5 Seoretary-Manager

Sy onus -mus‘counimm&,m‘euwms 80, 11 AND 45; STATE HIGHWAY 19



HARYRY GRANGERN DEVELOPERS
PRESIDENT or

HARVEY GRANGER, JR, CHATHAM LAND & HOTEL CoO. CHATHAM CRESCENT
Vlﬂl"lulnl'g‘ REALTORB

IN REPLY PLEASEK REFER TO

LOUISIANA HIGHWAY COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE

August 8, 1930

Col. E4. mtﬂh.r,
1020 Ninth Street,
San Diego, Cal.

Dear Colonel Fletcher:

In reply to your letter of August 2, I am
giving you the mileage on U. S, 80 in Louisisna, It
is approximately 188 miles from the Texas State Line
to the Missisaippi State Line. All of this is paved,
excepting about 16 miles, and out of this 16 miles,

9 miles are under contract. The greater part, in fact
nearly the entire length is paved with concrete.

Between Shreveport and Texas Line, there are
several types of black top which was laid a number of
years ago and &4#atill good.

Under separate cover, I am sending you a few

snap shots showing the latewt construction that we have
done on this route.

Yours very trly,
JUIHBLMH&EREM’ COMMISSION

ﬁFE’ 15c44:——v-\_h_

Bﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂll
RIM:mdw

W

SAVANNAH,GEORGIA
TELEPHONE 3-2384

- August 26,1930

Colonel Ed. Fletcher,
1020 Ninth Street,
San Diego, California,

Dear Colonel Fletcher:-

Yours of the 2nd instance, to the
Savannah Motor Club asking fér information in connection
with the United States line 80 through Georgia has been
referred to me, as Chairman of the Executive Committee.

We are now at work actually laying

a hard surface on about thirty miles of 80 between Savannsh
and Macon, and qulet a stretch between Columbus &nd Macon.

The Highway is already graded and ready for paving from

Columbus through Macon, Dublin, Swainsboro, Statesboro to
Savannah, and we are assurred by the Highway Department that

this line will be completely hard surfaced during 1931, We .
have svery assurance of the Southern line branch of #80-S from
Columbus to Savannah, to be known as 80-S more direct than the
present 80 through Cusseta, Richland, Americus, Cordele, Lyons

to Savannah, giving the traveling public an option upon arriving
at Columbus from the West, two lines from the Coast. For your-
information I might state that the United States 80 has been
extended from Savannah to Tybee Island on the Ocean, eighteen
miles from Savannah over what is known as Victory Drive, fourteen
miles of Palm Avenue bordered with Olanders and is & beautiful
sight to behold all the way from Savannah to the Sea, This section
of the Highway has already been paved ' on a hard surface basis, and
is now in splendid condition. I feel very sure in advising you
that by the latter part of 1931 or early in 1932 the United States
865 will be completedacross the State of Georgia, the entire
distance and that the Southern Branch will be completed in 1932=-
1933.

Kind personal regards, I am

Yours truly,

'HG:SR/EH



F.F, MILLEAPS, TREASURER

ALBERT HORUFF. PRESIDENT
8. H. MCCLARY, SECRETARY

CLAUDE HARRISON, PRESIDENT JUNIOR BOARD

- THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

g ’)~\ _ OF THE
;V‘ ' | “Twin Cities of The Ouachita”
/2 p/" MONROE AND WEST MONROE
v .
A 7
H / MONROE, LOUISIANA
3N October 6th, 1930.

( W Mr. E4 Fletcher, |
- iw

1020 = 9th Street
San Diago, California,

Deer lr. Fletcher:

We are sending you under separate

cover to-day a copy of the Monroe Morning Post of

4 October 5th. This is a re-write from the mimeo=-
grarh information you sent us several days ago.

Please be advised that U. S. High=
vay 80 from Jackson, Mississippl to Vicksburg, to
ionroe, to Shreveport, is now completely paved,
With the exception of abocut five miles you can go
gcross the State of Louisdiana from east to west
on an ercellant eighteen foot concrete slab,

Your second paragraph 1s in a
measure true, but in ninety percent of the highe
way £illing stations// boéth ladles and gents tollets

are provided.

{
We shall be glad to have a letter
from you whenever there is anything interesting
regarding U. S. Highway 80,

With kindest regards, I am,

ecretary
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NATHAN ADAMB, Vica-Prasibany
HUSO W, BCHOELLKOPF, Vior-PRRSIDENT
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R. A. THOMPSON
CONSULTING HIGHWAY ENGINEER

October 6, 1930

Mr. Ed Fletchsr
1020 Ninth Street
San Diego, California

Dear lr. Fletcher:

We beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of Sept-
ember 25th enclosing copy of publication issued by the U. S. Department
of Agriculture, desoribing U. S. Highways 80 and 90, their history and
the very interesting country through which they pass.

This is indeed a very interesting publication and
particularly to Texans whose state contains a very considerable mileage
of each highway.

In a few weeks at most U. S. Highway No. 80 will be
completely paved with hard surface concrete or asphalt across Texas from
the Louisiana border to the Rio Grande crossing north of El Paso.

While all of No. 90 is not yet paved, the greater
part of it is now hard-surfaced and plans are under way for early com-
pletion of the remainder.

Perhaps you may not so recall, but I had ths pleasure
of meeting you upon several occasions in San Disgo ard San Franocisco
in 1911-13, while I was Chief Bngineer of the Californias Railroad Commis-
sion, and yo were deeply involved in promoting the growth and development
of your beautiful city. I have been pleased to note from time to time
that you have continued to be employed in this grest work and that mch
success has orowned ymyr efforts.

With best regards,and thanking you for yowr kindness,

Consulting Highway Sngineer



M. J. GROGAN, PREJDENT C. W. LONGWILL, SICRETARY

Shreveport Motor Chibs

608 SLATTERY BUILDING

SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA

PHONE 8119 November 26, 1930

Ur. Ed Fletcher
1020 Ninth Street :
San Diego, California

Dear Mr. Fletcher:

This is in answer to your letter of November

MARJORIE TUCKER, MANAGER

@

17, regarding US-80 across Louisiana. UsS-80
from the Texas line to the Mississippi River is
all concrete with the exception of eight miles

of good zravel near Rayville, Louisiana,

This

stretch of gravel will be concrete withinm two

or three months.

We have written to the Vicksburg Bridge and Terminal
Company, requesting them to send you a picture of

the Vicksburg bridge. Under separate cover, we are
mailing you several pictures of Shreveport, for you

to select the ones you can use, Please return these
picturesto us as soon as they have served your purpose.

We will:appreciate, rqceiﬂdng a cpgy qgﬂﬁhis feature

story when pnblished -

Very truly yours,
SEREVEPORT MOTOR CLUB

Hanag%}

—

i ‘
foii s STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION
s R. 8, STERLING

CHAIRMAN
_ THE STATE OF TEXAS CONE JOHNSON
.“a“lllIONm
{ STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT GIBB GILCHRIST

STATE HIGHWAY ENGIMNEER
AUSTIN
IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE

Sept. 16, 1930 D=3

REFER TO FILE NO.

DESK NO.

Maintenance

Highway Log

Mr, H. H. Gardner,
703 North 1llth St.,
Waco, Texas.

Dear Sir:-
In response to your letter of recent date, I am
enclosing herewith a copy of our log of U.S. Highnny'ﬁo. 80
from the Louisiana-Texas State Line to El Paso.
Yours very truly,

G4ibdb Gilchrist,
State Highway Engineer,

AT
J. B« Early,
Maintenance Engineer.



OF HIGHWAY NUMBER FIFTEEN

FROM e _T0 RSz %, SO TYFE DISTANCE
Texas-La State Line City limits of Marshall Double Surface Treat, 20,69
City of Marshall ————————- cmm——— memea emeecccsc--- - 3.06
End oity limits Marshall Harrison-Gregg Co. Line Single Surface Treat. 19,30
Gregg=-Harrison Co, Line End of State Maintenance Double Surface Treat, 1.60
City of Longview ennee—ee weeenne - e ercecesccanee - 1,66
City of Longview Gregg-Upshur Coe. Line Double Surface Treat, 13.76
Upshur«-Gregg Coe. Line Upshur=food County Line Iron Ore Gravel 14,90
Upshur-Wood Co. Line Beg. of 2 course asphalt Iron Ore Gravel 17.00
Beg. of Two Course Asphalt End State Maint.= Mineola Double Surface Treat. 4,95
City of Mineola - e o 0 e 0 e 0 e o 0 e e «10
End of City Pavement-Mineola Ends at City Limits Double Surface Treatment «85
Beg. at end of city limits Wood=Smith Coe Line Single Surface Treat, 4,43
Smith-Wood County Lin; Smith-Van Zandt Co. Line Unimproved 1,68
Van Zandt-Smith Co. Line Beg. of conorete in Grand Saline Sand Clay 7.80

Bege. concrete in Grand Saline
End 18' conorete

End 9' concrete

In City of Wills Point
Kaufman-Van Zandt Co. Line

End of 18' conorete

End 8' concrete-beg. sand clay
In oity of Wills Point

Van Zandt-Kaufman Co. Line
Bast City Limits of Terrell

Concrete pavement-reinforoced .40

Double Surface Treat, 5.60
Sand Clay 12,60
Gravel 4,00
Conerete pavement 11.66

Lo

J4S.

$1



FROM T0 IYPE DISTANCE

e s

e e e O G W Lot ek ad ol ol ol ol Ll 1.70

City Limits of Terrell

Concrete Pavaﬁnt 9.66

We City Limits of Terrell Kaufman-Forney ?oad Junction
Kaufman-Forney Road Junotion Kaufman=Dallas Co. Line Unimproved 5.10
Dallas=Kaufman County Line E. overflow line-Mesquite Creek Concrete pavement 2490
E. Overflow line-Mesquite Creek W. overflow line-Mesquite Creek .Graval 0.45
We. overflow line-Mesquite Creek W, limits of Mesquite Concrete Pavement 2.16
We. limits of Mesquite E oity limits of Dallas Double Surface Treat. 9,60
HIGHWAY NUMBER ONE
City Limits of Dallas e 3 5 —remmme———e—- - 9.80
East City Limits-Dallas Dallas=Tarrant Coe. Line Concrete Pavement 11,65
Dallas-Tarrant Co. Line End of Concrete Concrete Pavement J86
End 60' R.W. East City Limits  End of 34' R.W. Conerete Pavement 1.10
of Arlington
End of 34' R.W. End Conorete S Conorete Pavement 1.20
End of Conorete E. City Limits- Ft. Worth Asphalt Macadam 7.21
City Limits of Fort Worth ———meee—— —renr e —-————— 11,06
East City Limits-Ft. Worth #10 & #1 Jot. Boaz Single Surface Treat, 1.62
Jot., 10 & 1 Boaz Cor, Parker«Tarrant Co. Line Rock Asphalt T.28
Parker-Tarrant Co. Line End Hot Mix Asphalt | Rock Asphalt 6.06 b
End Hot Mix Asphalt Beginning H.Mix Asphalt Asphaltic Conorete .38 7277

— '2-35,3‘6#



xRk FROM

Hot Mix Rock Asphalt
City Limits Weatherford
West City limits Weatherford
Parker-Palo Pinto Co. Line
City Limits Mineral Wells
West City Limits-Mineral Wells
West end Palo Pinto Creek Bridge
East end business dist-Strawn
T.P.Crossing
Palo Pinto-Eastland Co. Line
City limits of Ranger
West end of City pavement-Ranger
City limits of Eastland
West end City pavement-Eastland
City limits of Cisco

West end city pavement,
H.Kl& Tl cj-'co

Eastland-Callahan Co. Line

Beg. Cono. pavement Baird C. H.

T0

TYPE

E. City Limits Weatherford

~ Parker=- Palo Pinto Co. Line

East City Limits-Mineral Wells
West End Palo Pinto Creek Bridge
East end business district-Strawn
T.P.Crossing

Palo Pinto-Eastland Coe Line

W.F.Re & F.W.Ry. in Ranger

East end oity pavement- Eastland

East end city pavement at M.K.2 T.

Cisco

Eastland-Callahan Co, Line

Beg. of Conoc., pavement at Baird
Court House
Bege. Asph.pav, 1 blk S. Baird

Bege Asphalt pavement 1 blk. S Baird Callahan<Taylor Co. Line

Callahan-Taylor Coe Line

End of Conoc. oity limits-Abilene

_____ DISTANCE

Rock Asphalt

Double Surface Treatment
Brick on Macadem
Asphaltic Conorete
Brick on Macadam

Brick on Macadam

Brick on Macadam
Asphaltic Conorete

Briock on Macadam

Brick on Macadam

Agphaltic Concrete
Asphalt Maocadam
Conorete pavement
Asphalt Macadam

Conorete pavement

9.64
1,71
17,68
4.26
1,84
32468
0.57
0.16
2.80
11.80
0.50
10,30
0.50
9.70

1.25

7.80
17.44
0.08
14.71
65.7¢

2385
(1305

3 gf.afi‘



FROM TO TYPE - DISTANCE

——

City Rimits of Abilene - - 2.62
West oity limits-Abilene Start of Brick pavement-Merkel Concrete Pavement 17.23
Start of Brick pavement- Merkel End of brick pavement-Merkel Briock 23
End of brick pavement-Merkel Taylor=Nolan Co. Line Conorete Pavement 8.66
Taylor=-Nolan Co. Line End Conc. pavement-Sweetwater Conorete Pavement 15.51
City limits-Sweetwater - - - 1.10
End city pavement-Sweetwater Start of brick pavement-Roscoe Asphalt lMacadam 7:36
City Limits of Roscoce ——————————— - eeeccsccccccces 022
End of brick pavement-Roscoe Nolan-ﬁitoholl County line Asphalt Macadam 787
Nolan~-Mitchell Co. Line Asph, Pav, at Lone Wolf Creek Gravel 13.34

. Asph. Pav, at Lone Wolf Creek Start of 70! city pavement E, Asphaltic Conocrete «10

of Colorado City

City limits of Colorado City - - «10
End of 80! City pavement N of E. end of Bridge over Colorado Asphaltic Concrete «10
Colorado City River
E. end of bridge over Colorado Re 0.3 mi W of Westbrook Gravel 11,53
0.3 mi W of Westbrook lli‘béhell-ﬁonrd Co. Line Gravel 9,573
Mitchell-Howard Co. Line . Start of Conc. pavement Big Springs Single Surface Treatment 20,66
City limits Big Springs e m e ———-— - = o o o n 64
End of Conc. pav. Big Springs Howard=-Martin Co. Line Single Surface Trecatment 14,60
Howard-Martin Co. Line- Martin-Midland Co. Line Single Surface Treatment 13,20
Martin-Widland Co. Line E. oity limits of Midldnd Single Surface Treatment  10,8C 3895¢
City 1imits of Midland ML S cacmcecmanees 2% JIS R

sy 1



FROM

—

1,30 mi W of Court H.-Midland
Midland-Ector Co. Line

E city limits Odessa

W city limits Odessa
Ector=Crane Coe Line
Crane~Ward Co. Line

5 mi West Pyote

Barstow

Ward-Reeves Co. Line

Approx., 4 mi W Hermosa
Reeves=Jeff Davis Co. Line
Jefferson-Culberson Co. Line
Culberson-Hudspeth Co. Line
3.30 mi W of Allamore

4,60 mi W of Sierra Blanca
2,10 mi W of Small Water Tank
Finlay

1,2 mi W of R.R. Crossing

63 mi W of R.R. Crossing-Finlay
MoNary Bridge

Hudspeth-El Paso Co. Line

T0

TYPE

Midland=Eotor Co. Line

E. City Limits Odessa

We olty limits Odessa
Eotor-Crane Co. Line
Crane-Ward Co. Line

6 mi West Pyote

Barstow

Ward-Reeves Co. Line

Approx. 4 mi west of Hermosa
Reeves=Jeff Davis Co. Line
Jeff Davis-Culberson Co, Lina
Culberson:-Hudspeth Co. Line
35430 mi W of Allamore

4,60 mi W of Sierra Blanoca
2,10 mi W of Small Water Tank-
Finlay

le2 mi W of R.R.Crossing

643 mi W of R.R.Crossing
MoNary Bridge

Hudspeth-El Paso Co. Line

Fabens

Single Surface Treat,
Single Surface Treatment
Single Surface Treatment
single Surfaseolreat,
Single Surface Treatment
Single Surfece Treatment
Single Burface Treatment
Double Surface Treatment
Double Surf§ce Treatment
Double Surfaoo Treatment
Double Surface Treatment
Gravel

Gravel

Single Surface Treatment
Gravel

Single Surface Treatment
Gravel

Single Surface Treatment
Gravel

Conorete pavement

Conorete pavement

s

DISTANCE

13.81
5430
1,70

25,99
1,46

27,16

2Y.13
4,62

13,19

31.26
T.22

45,50
9.03

23430

11.20
3440

1,60

5.10
3.9876
15,764

2.61

JS¥4,973
37%31°% .

g2l.23"



FROM

Fabens
1l mi E of Ysleta
Franklin
West Ysleta
City Limits El1 Paso
W. city limits~ El Paso

Intersection of old No. 1

T0

l mi E of Ysleta
Franklin Canal

West side of Ysleta
E oity limits El Paso

Intersection of old No. 1

New Mexico-Texas State Line

TYPE

DISTANCE

Asphaltic Conorete
Asphalt Conorete
Asphaltic Concrete

Asphaltic Concrete

Asphaltic Concrete

Concrete Pavement

15,29
0,65
1,32
7.80
5433

T35 g2/ 283
nao 8%
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HARRY K. IC_WA.Y. PRESIDENT
C. A, ILLER, GENERAL MANAGER
: o

\

Wi, G. POHL, SECRETARY AND TREASURER
SAM P, PRICE, SUPERINTENDENT

VICKSBURG BRIDGE AND TERMINAL COMPANY

VICKSBURG, MISSISSIPPI
Aug- 26tho 1930.

Col. 24 Fletcher,
Highvay U. Se 780,
1020 Ninth Street,
San Diego, Cal.

Dezr Sir:

While in Shrevepert, la., a few days ago the writer was advised
by Uiss Tucker, who has charge of the routing bureau in the Shreveport
C of C., that you wanted a photograph of the Vicksburg Bridge. We took
the liberty of mailing you a nice photograph of this bridge a few days
ago and hope that it reaches you in good condition.

We understand that you have taken a great interest in Highway
Ue S. 80 as an 211 year all weather reute from coast to coast and in this
dormnection if we can be of any assistance to you we shall be very glad to do soe.

As you probably know the Vicksburg Bridge opened for highway traffic
on last April 28th., and for railway traffic on May lste For your information
the traffic across this bridge has made a steady increase each month since
that date. de are this month handling acress the Miss. River here in beth
directions an average of 420 automobiles per day and each of these automobiles
handles an average of five passengers other than the driver.

The road conditions have improved very materially both on lousiana and
Misgissippi during the past three monthse At the present time thar‘,’,’fnly
three short detours on highway No. 80 between Vicksburg and Shrevepert, la.,
Vizs 7 miles between the bridge and lounds, la., where the last lap ef con-
crets im being poured; 24 miles between Rayville, la., and lanroe, la., where
2 large bridge is being constructede This 24 miles is all ever an old gravel
road and good any kind of weathere 17 miles betveen Gibbsland and Minden, la.
which is notmgood during wet weather. However during wet weather this can be made
a 1little longer and over gravel roadse

The balance of this road between Vicksburg and Shrevepert is all cencrete
and an excellent read.

If ay any time we can be of service te you kindly call upen us.

Very truly yeurs,

upe -
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AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE |

Mr. Ed. Fletcher,
- San Diego, Calif.

" Dear Mr. Flet'.cher:

I have been waiting on Alabama for the information

you requested regarding the Dixie Overland Highway in that State
but so far it has not come.

- The situation in Georgia is this. U. S, 80 is about
290 miles long, of this 90 miles is paved, 90 miles is top soil
and 80 miles is graded, leaving $0 miles. of county madé roads. The
aving 1s thirteen miles beginning at Savannah; 9,76 miles Graymont
Q Swainsbdrol3.3 miles beginning at Dublin and running east; 6.2
miles beginning at Macon and running Zast and 12.8 miles beginning
~at Macon and running West; 17.71 miles beginning at Columbus and
running Last.

el i From Pudley, a small town 10.8 miles West of Uublin
to Savannah the-Dixie Overland Highway follows U, S. No. 80; from
Dudley it follows State route 26 through fawkinsville, Kontezuma
~to Columbus. ° Of this stretch there is 1.97 miles paved between

‘Montezuma 'and Oglethorpe and 17.55 miles paved between Lusseta and
Columbus.,

Bt 'By!route 26 thesdistance from Coluhbus to Savannsah
i1s about 280 miles and of it 72 miles is paved. <There is nine miles
of grading beginning at Ellaville running West and about 10 miles
-~ of top soll road beginning at the county line between lLaurens and
Bleckley and running west toward Cochran.

: The,so_malnder of this stretch - State Route 26 - be-
ween Dud Yolumbus is county road. I recently a8€ended a
- hearing before the State nighway Commission which provided for the

' permanent survey and location of State route 26 between Dudley and
~ . Columbus with a view of grading and later paving.

. 2 B e » i
~ts Lk % Lwled i

" This last 1s the road you went over from Columbus to

. Just as soon as 1 hear from the Alabama Highway Department

~ | will send you similar information with regard to that part of the
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PLATFORM

The Georgia State Automobile Association
is affiliated with the American Automobile
Association, and is a civic organization per-
forming special services for A. A. A. mem-
bers in its territory.

It’s Civic Platform provides for:

SAFETY. The creation of a Federal Com-
mission to study highway accidents and form-
ulate policy for the solution of the safety
problem ; extension of safety education in the
schools and of the school boy patrol; the
adoption of the safety respdnsibility law. in
Georgia. .

HIGHWAYS. The increase of Federal Aid
from $75,000,000 to $125,000,000 annually;
construction and maintenance of highways
through and across unappropriated lands and
Indian reservations; the building of approach
roads to the National Parks; the building of
roads for the protection of the National for-

ests from fires; highway beautification; ex-

press motor ways; highway widening and
planning; the support of a plan to complete

the paving of Georgia State highways within

the shortest period consistent with sound en-
gineering principles.

MOTOR VEHICLE TAXATION. The de-
velopment of .a formula. for equitable motor
vehicle taxation; cooperation with the Real
Estate Boards of the State and the Tax
Equalization Committee in tax matters af-
fecting the motor owners; the adoption of the
Sealtag license plate by Georgia as a means
of increasing the revenue of the state and re-
ducing automobile theft; support of the poli-
cy that all gas and automobile taxes levied
should be used for construction, improve-
ment and maintenance of the State highways,
because—in the period 1921-1930, motor ve-
hicle levies in the U. S. from gas taxes and

license fees have increased 509.6 pércent as

compared with an increase of 150 percent in
motor vehicle registration, and 150.8 percent
in expenditures for highways; under sixteen
different forms, the taxes of the car owmners
are being pyramided from year to year; the
average levy upon automobiles in all the
States is $39.37 each, while in Georgia the
average is $48.12 per year; the revenue of

_ the state is $33,000,000, of that $17,270508

is collected in automobile property, llcense.

~and gasoline taxes; Georgia automobile owne '.

" the automobile taxes, opposing—as more

Officers, serve without pay, because the

ers pay $28.49 per year per car in gas taxes
amounting to $10,226808.46, of that one-
sixth goes to the counties and another one-
sixth goes to the schools. (The Directors of
the Association adopted a resolution August :
15th, 1980, opposing any further diversion of

costly—any change in the present plan of
handling the automobile license tags, and
calling the above facts to the earnest atten-
tion of the automobile owners of Georgia.)

TRAVEL. Creation of an International
Park and Forest in Canada and the United -
States; maintenance of National Park stand-
ards, and the development of parkihg facili-
ties in National and State Parks; the promo-
tion of motor travel to and in Georgia; the
marking of the highways for air plane travel s
and thé establishment of air plane landmg
fields in Georgla

ORGANIZATION Formation of Aero-
nautic, Beautification, Emergency TRoad, °
Historical Markings, Legislative; Member-
ship, Publicity, Safety .Education; Touring, -
and Waterway Committees in each of the
140 odd counties of its territory; cooperation
of the directors, branches, .service stations
and members in securing extension of the
membership, service and civic activities of
the Georgia State Automobile Association. S

Successful civic leaders as Directors and

G. S. A. A. is a co-operative, non-political or-
ganization incorporated without capital stock,
owned by its membership, devoting its rev-
enue to improvement of motoring conditions *
and to the service of A. A A members in

Georgia.
Its personal member service lneludes" ¢

PERSONAL SERVICE: Emergency road_ 5
service, all inclusive touring information,‘ '_ |
A. A. A car emblem, card bond, atolen car
reward, legal service, telegraphic charza ser
vice, reduction in magutne subscriptloﬁ, the
right to aecldent insurnnce mup and eern- 2

LJR/VJ

dp, Fletoher - #2

road which is U, S, 80 in Alabama,

I thank you for the clipping, for your letter and

the information regarding the Dixie Overland nighway - San Diego
to Alabama line.

With all good wishes, 1 am
Cordially yours,
GEORGIA STATE AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION

Secretary.

¥,S, Under another cover I am sending you & copy
of our magazins,

L.J.H,
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DIRKOCTORM
and Associates in Savannah and the Southeast
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| L. P. BURNS HUGH MALLORY W. M. VAUGHAN
H. F. COOPER E. C. MELVIN E. C. WILSON

“WE BELIEVE IN SELMA AND CENTRAL ALABAMA”
WHERE THE SUNSHINE SPENDS THE WINTER

SELMA, ALA.
Colonsl Ed. Fletcher,
San Diego, Cal. __ August 12th, 1930.
Ky dear Colonel: i :_‘l ;{j‘
I am in receipt of your wire in connsction with forwarding you pictures of the i Col. Ed Fletcher, Fresident,
Dixie Overland Highway, now U. S. 80, from San Diego to Savannah, which has e Dixie Overland Highway Ass'n.,
been extended to Savannah Beach, sixteen miles from Savannah to the Atlantic, o R San Diego, California.
I am enclosing you two scenes on U. S. 80, now designated locally as Victory ,. Dear Col. Fletchers:
Drive, one scene showing the beautiful avenue of palms the entire distance of
sixteen miles on U.S. 80 from Savannah to the Atlantic, which is the terminus R At the request of Lr. Percy Colexmen of
of this highway. Also one of the beauntiful cak groves that this highway RE Demopolis, Fresident of the Ala. Division of the Dixie Cver-
passes through, I am also enclosing you a photograph of Forsyth Park, one RO lend Highvay Association, I am giving vou the followirgre ori
R on U. S. Road jf80 through Alabar=m.

of the most beautiful parks in the United States, another showing the entrance

into Savannah of U. S. 17, known as Coastal Highway from the East to Savannah = '
into Florida, This viaduct is approximtely 3700 feet long being the longest = 1. Miles of paved highvey completed on U. S. lio. 8C.~ 352.42
in the Scuthern States, making a magnificent entrance into Savannah from the s | 2. Miles graded. 26.14 graded; 116.66 Gravel; 12.62 Sand Clay.

3. Miles not graded. 20 miles
4, Kiles yet to be peved. 170.42 miles.
5. Anount of it finonced. Mome.

mt‘ "

These last two could be featured in your mézina issue along with the Dixie |
Overland Highway photographs covering U. S. 80. :

I feel sure that with the e
We are getting these off to-night by aimmail as requested. 3

2 X
Coleren is making personally and through this organ
we are going to get this road paved in the very near Iuture.

With kind personal regards, I am t will be passable all the year esround from now on.

Very sincerely yours,

b % Sre s ek - B Hunt Fresicr, Secrowery,
k PAVED HIGHWAY ASSOCIATICU
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DEMOPOLIS, ALABAMA e

August 5, 1930.

Colonel Ed. Fletcher, President,
Dixie Overland Highway dss'n.,
San Diego, California. |

Dear Colonel Fletcher:

I an indeed very grateful for your hearty and effective cooperation in the
gsending of 3o many telegrams to the Governor of Alabama on londay, August 4th. I
have a copy of rour splendid message to the Governor and would like to have a copy,
if possible, of the telegrams sent by each Governor, - as I believe I can use them
very effectively in perfecting our organization right in Alabama. It,vas my privi-
lege yesterday to head a large delegation, of the Association of which T am President,
with many of my vice-presidents.
who sat jointly in this meeting, were not only committed but sold' on completing the
Bee Line Highway - which comes from Caicago thru Alabama to Florida, from north to
sonth. As is the case, politics played quite a part in this as the road passes thru

We soon saw the Governor and the Highway Commission,

T g Al 4 Mg eUT R e ]
Pl ! = ). g v

the thickly populated Temmessee River Valley of Alabama, thru the southeastern Wiregrass

Sect}i}qzidof Algbama, - the two points that elected Governor Graves to the position he
now holds. - :

: I presented in my appeal to the Governor and the Commission, first, the Resolu-
tion, copy of which was sent you, as passed unanimously by the Alabama Department of
the American Legion, - showing him that She VWeterans of Alabama from the Tennessee
Valley on the north %o the Gulf on the south saw the necessity of such preparedness
:thru. a military highway located such as U. S, #80 is; and not a dissenting vote was
heard when this resolution was presented by a Golonel of the World War, who resides
on the 0ld Spanish Trail. - o, oo |

| I submitted to the Governor that so interested were my people of West Alabama

in the completion of this great highway,that you have fathered and given so much of
:icur time and funds, that we donated to the State and Federal Government the amount of
:,241,000.00 for the Memorial Bridge across the Tombigbee River on this highway at
Joscow Ferry, Alavama, and gave 310,000.00 of Remopolis funds by donation to 2 miles
of conckete leading east on #80 out of Demopolis, The Bridge at Xoscow, as you knoi,'
was dedicated by the Highway Dgpertment of Alabama to the soldiers of the World War
;:rving from Farengo Qomnty and from Sumter County, Alabama, on either bank of this

<ty , 0% this
idea, - I presented to the Governor and his Commission yesterday that he Join with

us and make this road & permanent, concrete, lasting monument and memorial to the S

Horld War Veterans and dedicate it to them as such, - and I will say by way of )

thesis that he is the first legionnaire governor that I know of tohan'bnnﬂ&ﬁﬁ

A

& governor of any State in the United States, and he served with distinotion in the

pyi’ e ;
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Spanish American Yar and the World War, We thot it appropriate for him to lead
on this project and assist us in getting @overnors of each State and Legion Depar

ments of each State to endorse the plan to have the Federal ¢
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 funds to build this - your =
the very earliest time possible.
great heros of
commeroial way
from ocean to ocean in the event of War,
1t should not meet with the
Graves seemed very much affected by

" a matter of fact, after the hearing,

on #80, will say that I am requesting the

highway, - of concrete, - f£rom ocean to ocean, -~ &t
And when it is completed dedicate it to those

the World War to be a monument that will serve the people in &

in time of peace and as a means of rapid transportation for soldiers
Located as it is, I see no reason why
ready approval,and I want to say that Governor Bibb
the proposal, as anything pertaining to the

an immediate response at all times fron him, 4&s
he said to me in the rotunda of the Cepitol
thet I had suggested and believed

soldiers of the World War meets

that he had been thinking of this proposition

thet it would go over big.
Paved

Do you not think that we should organize in each State &/Dixie Overland
Highway Association, such as ve have here, with you as President %o get behind
the Legiommaires thru the several States thru which this road passes, and we %o
support the Legion to the 1imit of our ability and they to give the movement &all
the force at their command since a proposed militery highway of this kind is in
such full accord with their national preparedness program? Ly idea of malking
this suggestion is that the idea of the militery highway featured by the Americen
Legion eliminates any political or locak prejudice of any kind. :

In Alabama, it so happens that two of our live representatives to Congress
were officers in the Yorld War, and the Dixie Overland Highway passes thru their
Districts. The Junior Senator from Alabama is a veteran of the World War and &
Legiormaire. I dare say that the seme condition exists along the entire route to

some extent.

I do not went to do anything that would not meet with your hearty approval,
but wish to assure you that I will cooperate and take your opinion on any matiers
pertaining to the completion of this highway. Please let me kmow your ideas and

wishes.

In answer to your requést for information on how many niles are paved, eic.
Secretary of the Alabama Division of the

Paved Dixie Overland Highway, Mr. H. H. Frasier, of Selra, Alabara, to write the

different Nighway Departments of the States of Georpia, Alabama !ississippi and
Geergia to give not only this information but the names of the officials. We hed
gssurance from Louisiana on, that thelr Governors would wire Governor Graves previous
%0 the londay meeting. 4s soon as the road information is received, it will be

passed on to you.

Again thanking you for your wonderful cooperation, I am

P, G Coleman, President,
Ala, Div. of the Paved Dixie Overland Highway Ass'n,

; 091'_’-' '



oW u’ HERBERT, vt A MISS CAROL DuFRU, =
~ A st . _ SECRETARY-TREASURER

E VICE PRESIDENTS
C.A. MERRYMAN, L. S. METZER, C. L.SIMMONS, J.L.STANFORD, K E TALLICHET

OIRECTORS : DIRECTORS |

v @hamber of Gommeree = o

L. A. GOLDMAN Jo M. LEVY

H. J. WHITFIELD J. L LEE
N. C. FLOYD - K M, C. BALKY

DEMOPOLIS, ALABAMA

Saptsmber 1, 1930,

Colonel Ed. Flaétcher,
San Diego, Calif,

Dear Colonel Fletcher:

This is %o ackmowvledge receipt of your letter of August 26th, °
enclosing copy of letter from your friend Mr. Thomes H. YXcDonald, Chief
of Bureen of Public Boads, Washington.

Xr. Coleman was very gled indeed to receive this letter as
he was just on the verge of leaving for Livingston, Alabama, to bppear
before the Board of Heverme of Sumter County, Alabama, in an effort to
induce them to appropriate funds with which to matéh S8tate and Federal
Punds with which to pave that portion of the Dixie Overland Highway that
lies in Sumter County, - from the Nemorial Bridge over the Tombighbee
Biver dhich divides Sumter and Xarengo Counties, Alabema. ire Coleman
expecis to appear-before the Boardsof Bavenue of several other counties
immediately, and will report to you very shortly what the prospects are.

Tou will find enclosed copies of reports sent us by lir. H. H.
Frasier, giving you the condition of the Dixie Overland Highway in M ssissippi
and Louisiana, and states that he has requested this same information from
Georgia and will forward the same to us as soon as it is received, -~ and we
will in turm forward to you. ' ;

We are working from every angle on this proposition in an ~.
effort to get scmething started at once, and I hope we shall de successful, =
and with your contimued wonderful work on all sides we are most hopeful of ‘
results,

Very sincerely yours,

CHAIBER OF CQMMERCE OF DEMOPOLIS, ALABAMA,
BY . T
o3 ZM /9 4&/'/
s §

o 88) Unrol 3, ew, Jecratary,

x - . ; . e ..-..'.

GOoOPY

‘State Highway Department,
Jackson, Miss. s

Gon'!; lemon:

I would greatly appreciate your anewering the
following questions for me in regard to U, S. Highway
No. 80. If you would just put the answers opposite the
questions md return this letter, it wuld certainly
help me a lot. |

1. How many miles of paved highway is completed om U. S.
Ro. 80 through y qgiasippit 60

» How mich is mot paﬁdf_mumwx__
4. How many miles yet to be paved?

d- How much of it is fimanced! yang aihgr than 41 miles grading

. How mugh of it is not financed!
Miles of gravel - 42.

: Thanking you in advange for 'you- trouble,and
assuring you of my willingness and desire to recirrocate
if I can be of service to you at smy time, I am

Very singcerely yours,

He He Fragder,
a.mmo



GOPY

Shto Eiglsmy Departaemt,

l-l Rwu‘_‘b, h&-
Gentlemen:

I would greatly appreciate yowr l.nn-'us the
following questions for me in regard to U, S.
No. 80, It you would just put the answers. opposite the
questions md return this letter, it wuld urtd.uy
help Io a lot.

1. How many miles of paved highway is comploted on U. 8.
No. 80 through Louisiana? _ 173 miles N

2. !u-uhhpnddl________,______
3« 3«-¢hutwd!_____§_____
4. Hov many miles yet to be paved!?

5. How mugh of it is fimanced! All
6. How mmgh of it is not finangced?

Thanking you in advange for youwr trouble,and

assuring you of my s and desire to resiprocate
if I can be of service to you at sny time, I am

VYery singerely yours,

H. He Pragior,
smhly

e LT =y

!
| |

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Demopolis, Alabama.

September 3, 19350

Colonel Ed. ¥letcher,
San Diego, Calif.

- Dear Colonel ?letcher:

I read with a great deal of interest the valuable letter from
Mr. Thomes H, McDonald, Chief of Bureau, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture,
Bureau of Public Roads.

We have taken the liberty of meking many copies of your letter
to Grover C. Hall, and are circulating them over the State.

I am mailing you a little clipping from the Selma Times-Journsal,
relative to our efforts in having a special session of the Legislature
called.

Beginning in the Western part of Alabama, I begun Monday addressing
the County Boards of Revemue, - asking that they e to appropriste
certain necessary funds along with the State to match gs,zoo,ooo.oo now
available for Federal Funds after this special session of the Legislature
that we hope to call has passed a resolution assuring the Counties that
this money will be refunded as soon as a bond issue has been passed. The
Boards of Revemue seem very much interested and agreeable to the proposition
that our Association is now suggesting.

Thenking you for your alert cooperation, I am

Yours sincerely,

{Stened) P, S, Coleman
G. Yoleman, President

ALA., DIV. PAVED DIXIE OVERLAND HIGHWAY ASS'N.
GuD



W. F. HERBERT, MISS CAROL DUFEU, |
b PRESIDENT | : SECRETARY-TREASURKR

VICE PRESIDENTS
C.A. MERRYMAN, L.S METZER, C L. SIMMONS, J.L .STANFORD, K. K TALLICHET

OIRECTORS DIRZCTORS -

B e Chamber of Commerre e

DEMOPOLIS, ALABAMA
September 11th, 1980,

Colonel Bd. Fletaher,
‘m m.n’ “Iit.

Xy dear Colonel ’)lctohu-s

Tou will find herewith anclosed a cqy of resolution unani-
mously adopted ad cur monthly mesting of the Qhamber of Commerce
on Thesdsy Night, : '

Pursuant $0 your request, we are mailing copy of this reso-
lution $o ¥Mr. T, H. McDonald, DPr. L, I. Hewes anl the Califomia
Highway Commission at Sagremsnta; we are also sending one to the
Chamder of Commerce of San Diego; and cne each to Hon. BildGreves,
Govermor of Algdma and $0 our State Highway Commission. A

Please rest assured that we are glad at any time to cooperate
in any way with you that we can,

I am sppearing defore the Boards of Beverme of the variows
comtiss, as I wrote you, and the first two that have met have
passed resolutions calling on the Govermor of Aiabama urging a
special session of the Legislature to provide funds e match the
$6,200,000.00 now availadle for highway comstruction in Alabama,

* Y aman, 30 (4 -
Als. Piv. Paved D. 0. H, Association.
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ﬁmﬁﬁ s - e Vi :mu.:m'-'-v. A. of“‘;‘.':: f The Arizona Highway Commission oficially announced a few
_ | days ago athat the last stretch of paving between Phoenix and Yums would
bIRECTORS ADVISORY JOARD . be completed by December first, 1930,

P. E. Howzu, Tucsox . i A A Da. A, J. Gtanoiaa, Cransima
:u::: &’f‘"'s..;"..?.f;'m Cartznna g\ntn?:n[:rile 355‘“”‘“““ Lf.:‘.?.::."ﬁi.‘!f. .. That simple announcement means the success of 25 years of
{E::.E:.m E Arriuveo Wit AMENCAN AUTOMOMNLE ASIOCIATION ﬁﬁﬁ. . < effort on the pa.'r"b of 8an Diego and Imperial County to get a direct outlet
ten s, Gt . O s s A east connecting up with the three great transcontinentsl highways from
P. A. lsaxv, Musa 31 EAST VAN BUREN STREET Prvea T. Rosmrion, Yuaa '
A J::nu:: ;:uuﬁ % Ste Augustine, Florida to El Paso, Us 8, Highway Ho., 80 knwon as the
PHOENIX, ARIZONA e P 01d Bpanlah Trail, U, S« Ros 80 from San Diego to E1 Paso and Savannah
Ln il toResing | | _ - Georgla, the Dixie Overland Highwy end the Brosdsay of Aserics, Bl
Oct. 5th, 1930 i B Paso to Memphis and New York.

As Los Angelea has a paved highway the entire distance

AT a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Arizona Automoblle |
to Yuma via Holtville at the present time and with San Diego's paving

Association on September 30th, a resolution was passed urging :
almost complete from Yuma to San Diego it means in a short time a

he State Highway Department to make a special effort to complete
: hard surfaced road £o Phoenix and the sast for all of Southem

the Gila Bend-Yuma road at the earliest possible moment., This
California.

action was taken by the Association because it keenly realized that | .
. N | There has been a fight for a national highway along

the business interests and people of Arizona are sustaining a great -
the Mexican border Bor the last 75 years.

financial loss by the lack of a complete, hard surfaced, dustless
The 0ld Spanish Fathers travelled across the continent
mighway leading to California, At the present time on the 120 |
establishing the mission at Tucson, the San Xavier Del Bac,

mile stretch between Gila Bend and Yuma, there are 53,66 mlles

: | the Congeption de la Purisima at San Antonio and the San Diego
of completed hard surfacing, including paved and oll surfaced

sections; 48,50 miles under construction, and the balance not as - nodainsmbifgo o o v e A

Soon after California became a part of the U, 8. The
thru travel came by ox team and covered wagon., HNow the auto and
airplane take their place,

In 1870 the San Diego Chamber of Commerce was organised
and one of :l.ﬁ first aocts was & resclution promoting the construction
of a turmpike or highway from Tucson and Yuma to San Diego.

A request was made to the State Legislature at that
tine to authorise the San Diego Board of Supervisors to levy &
npoomfhxtorndnwmm.hmmw!m

- _gmuwmnmom.mcrm
Chasber of Commerce and then Mayor in preparing the preface of &

yet under contract, It is hoped that a way may be found whereby the

short remaining stretch may be hard surfaced at an early date,




constitution for the San Diego Chamber of Commerce memorialized the
Chamber of Commerce efforts for the Yuma road as follows.

It will largely promote the oonstmouon of the first
important highway from the coast to Arizona, the Fort Yuma wagon
road and tids woad when completed for many years was the only
wxenue for freight und passenger traffic between California and
Southern Ardzona.

Thé first telegraph line built in Southern California
extended from Tucson Arizona thru Yuma to San Diegoe It was
known as the old military highway. OGeneral Kearny, in his march
to California during the Mexican war, travelled gnn route,

It took nearly a week of hard driving for the stage
to make the trip, San Diego to Yuma in early days. Today we
make it comfortebly in five hours by machine,

We lost Imperial Valley when it became a county
all its omn in 1907, With the building of the Imperial Valley
water system and proof to the wolld of its marvelous fertility
again the San Diego Chamber of Commerce took action to be
connected by the shortest and best x;ontq not alone connecting up
with Imperial Valley but the east as well.

In 1908 Govemmor Hunt and the writer called a highway
convention at Yumas Ninety-two delegates from San Diego, Imperial
Valley and Yuma attended and by unanimous vote of all delegates
present the San Dieg-Arizona Highway Association was formed with '
the one object of building a highway from San Diego thru Yuma to
Phoenix, The delegatas from San Diego were, U, Se Grant, Jry,
Fred Jacksan, Wae B Gross and the writer, The writer was
elected its first President. |

We had secured estimates in advance from a prominent

engineer as to the cost of a highway bridge across the Golorado River,

the estimate being $73,800, Ourtiratuﬁmmtomﬂ

mmum-mmhnmm mmum
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carried out within five months from the date of our first meeting whereby
the State of h-.ism approprutod $25,00, Congress $25,00 and the State
of California $25,000 to pay the cost of its construction, However,
Governor Johnson of California vat-ood the bill, The bridge had to
be bullt 80 the business men of San Diego raised $15,000 of 'r.he $25,000
necessary t.o fulfill Oalifornia's obligation on time,

The reason Governor Johnson vetoed the bill was because
the state engineer sald it would cost $160,000 and was money thrown
away e

We built the bridge for $72,000 and at the last session
of the legislature the writer put in a bill againgt the State of
California for the sum of $25,000 for a bridge which unanimously
mamandthQSZE,mOmnfmdedtothedmnortomnauml
hghways, as desired Ly the giver,

With the marvelous developments of Imperial Valley

-8an Diego citizens saw the immedinte necessity of building a road

to Imperial Valleys Backed by the Chamber of Commerce, Messrs.
Boripps, Spaulding and Spreckels took the lead as highway
commissioners, bonds were voted and a splendid dirt and gndod
road was bullt to the Imperial Cownty line about 1812,

Imperial County was still too poor to finance the
construction of a highway dop the Mountain Springs Grade and
across the desert to n centro.

The Chamber of Commerce appointad Fedd Jackson
and the writer to solicit funds for the construction of the Mountain
Springs grade through the mountains to the desert, |

We employed F. As Rhoades, enginser, to locate the
routes

The Chamber of Commerce sent Fred Jackson, James Morse
mﬁ_mmmummmrunhmvormmmu
possible its coste '



f4

As the route was thru a new m, hpobdﬁla even for a
man on horse back to get thru, being a distance of seven or eight miles,
nmupt.ouat.onnmmmnmmorahoumm. Jackson
drove around thru Devil's Canyon and met us on the edge of the ocanyon,

© FPred Rhoades skid 1t wauld cost noo.ooo for a sixteen

Afoot roade

&ms A, Morse; a contractor and an associate of the
writar, estimated the cost at $75,000. The amount was so great that
ze all felt it was foolish to attempt to raise this amount.

The writer suggested we cut the highway down to twelve
feet in width with tum-outs and before we reaghed Fred Jackson
we decided on sso,ooo to $60,000 as the maximum figuree The money
was raised by private subscription and the road built for $47,800,

| That survey was accepted later on by the state of Califormia

and the state highway is built today thru one of the most remarkable
ranges of rocky mountains that California can produce, Harold
Bell Wright in "The Winning of Barbara Worth" refers to it as the
"hollow of God's hand®,

Jackson and the writer during the construction of this
grade went cut there forty seven times. Once we were stuck in a
bad snow storm and Jackson caught a severe cold, which, in the writer's
opinion, eventually caused his deathe

Jackson gave his 1life to the cause, a most remarkable
man, an inspiration to us all and the writer'!s one regret is that
he is not with us today to celebrate the cc-phtlonofsmwl
dream come true. |

ith the completion of a dirt road to El Centro we
secured state and national highway recognitions

In 1911 or 1921, San Diego to El Centro became a
mtohimwm'anwhdtopnnmsm

arwmmnmummmmn
Centro to Yumas mmwmzmmumtwma |

#6

Niland end Mamnoth Wash following the Southern Pacific Railroad to Yuma,
This would have made the highway forty-five miles further around as
compared to the direct rogte thru the sand hills to Yuma,

The writer well remembers a meeting before the highway
legislative committee in Sacramento when the noted engineer, J, B,
Lipponoott of Los Angeles said that no road could be built and
n:l.nta.:l.nldthrutho aandhﬂ.‘l.a, that it was & most asinine thing
that he hnd ever heard ofs, Yet, we seeured delay, laid a plank

" poad over the most direct route to Yuma via Holtville thru the sand

hills and demonstrated the feasibility of the project.

The business men of San Di:go furnighed thirty-six
carloads of lumber to plank the sand hille and made Imperial
Ooul'lv ‘2 present of it.

The route that we chose to lay our plank road is now
a paved highway the entire distance- El Centro to Yuma - and it

"has been demat.mtod that sund 48 Just as good a foundation as rock
‘on which to build a highways

In 19816, Yuma Oounty voted several hundred thousand

dollars to_oonianoe tlie construction of its highway thru Yuma coimtw
east toward Phoenixe Under the State law of /irizona the bonds had to
be s0ld at pare The highest price offered was approximately 90.
The difference had to be raised by private subscription. Again San
Diego and Imperial County, thru its business men, subscribed and donated
to Yuma county over $15,000 as its ghare to help along the good work.

 Who ever heard of private citizens in one county puttimg up
real money and lending a hand of fellowship to friends in another county
in another state? Certainly the spirit of achievement in comqueting
ﬁomﬁmmmhammup&ndm an,udonwmolmg
friends and demonstrated the true spirit of the west by our achievements

. now about to be successfully realised after a twenty-five year struggle.

The writer had the pleasure of taking Austin B, Fletcher
Mnm..hhr state engineer of California and Dre Le I, Hewes
Us B4 Government enginser from Sen Diego to Phoenix by suto in 1812,



We returned via Blythe and Meccas We owe a great debt of
gratitude to Dre Hewes for having recommended at that time as a federal
aid project the entire route, San Diego to Yuma and Fhoenix, The
U. S. Government has paid 50% of the total coat of the highway from
San Diego to Yuma and approximately 70% from Yuma to Phoenix. One
realizes immediately the tremendous value of that ulihtanoo which has
made it possibe to give us a paved highway from San Diego to Phoenix
five or ten years earlier than othersise. Codditions have warranted the
construction of this national highway but hard work brought results,

The Imperial Valley has developed into the richest ﬁaotion
from an agricultural standpoint, acre for acre, in the United States.
Cotton is one of its great industriess The date is being suopoamnly
grown, a valuable industry for the future.

Some idea of the vastness or‘tha Valley may be understood
shen the records show that 18,000 car loads of canteloupes alone
were shipped out of the Valley last year and 11,000 or 12,000 cars
of lsttuce #0 say nothing of our dairy products, etos

From Yuma to Phoenix the state and natiomal highway
travel thru the famous Gila and Salt River Valleys, & million acres
or more, ia susceptable of the highest state of cultivation whether
it be cotton, grapefruit, dates or other products m::-mm
Imperial Valley.

With cheap power from Boulder Dam water can be developed
in mlimited amounts from the underground ressrvoirs of several
thousand square miles of water shed of the Gila and Salt Rivers,

htmwhmﬂymstmfhomwm«t:amﬁw:'
svery acre of tillahle soil for the 586 miles from Phoenix to Sen Diego
will be under cultivation and in itself warranting the construction
of this national highway we have been so long walting for,

OQur highwray mmmmnmmmm
border, the only route open every day of the year for travel, and
froe from snows xzmm,mmmnhmm

nhortut route across the continent, just so this national highway in a
never ending stream will become the greatest of all east and west arteries
in serving th? citizens of the United Bu@a..
. 'I'Ln years ago hardly five machines a day came west thru
Yuma mto califoi'n.ta.' Last year 98,030 machines bringing 294,080
people, government inspected, at Yuma, ceme into California and each
year t.ho anv 1a inoreasing 10% or 15% westward bound. The travel
east 1n a:lnoat as greats

The tourist travel is a golden stream, in the writer's
opinion) second to nome as a source of revenue for California.

Let us all along the Southern route join together in
properly educating t.he travel over U, 8, No. 80, the Old l_pmish
Trail east of El Paso to Florida, over U, S, Fo. 80 from Savannah
to El Paso and from New York over the Broadway of America thru Memphis
and Dallas, that whether they are headed for Los Angeles or not, the
ideal route is over the mountains from Holtville and El Centro
to San Diego thru the best grade, a paved mountain highway thru the
nounteins that Oalifornia hes ever built, and then if they are on
their wgy north follow our coast route in sight of the ocean for 80
or 100 miles thru & semi-tropical climate whose natural beauty
of oée;n,,maa, galley and mountain is unsurpassed in the state.

These three national highways that the writer has mentioned
are all completely graded, areall federal ald projects end state
highways aoross the continent, Over half of these routes are already
paved md within the next three or four years will be completely paved
or hard suffacced, |

. | "!houhidmaysahow‘themrortmurplmbydqmdat
mn_mmnﬁu along the highway will tell their location
from the air.

| luvolﬁoahsnamwdodiohdnmmdmm
ﬂluﬁoﬁﬁnt%mﬂmﬂﬂgﬁvnhﬂdmpﬂ

rumm as it &nl across the continent over the shortest route
| -dﬁmhmmmnmpotomu,ham‘tqotnmor
5 nm.wwmmwpmam. in time, will bde the most
= im-ud route from the Atlantic to the Pacifis.
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BY ED FLETCHER _. AR : With a paved highway from Phoenix to Ban Diego

we should make a strong fight for the diversion of tourist travel
both at Phoenix and Holtville and if we don't get it it is our

Sar Diego has won its twenty year fight for a paved .
' - SRS S | own fault,
road to Phoenix, SR 2 XY o '
R | \ RS - Another important roud that should be complected
I have just received word that the Arizona Highway
AR Al i SRR et iuthobnﬂdinzofthehighmyrmnﬂlrthatouhndandthe
Commission have made a definite pledge to have all but thirty-five R s |
R - 1 - _ L m-m.q-om Springs road to Julian,
ailes of U, S, Highway No. 80, between Yuma nnd'Phocnix. completed G e . R .
%3 G T l'n people roaliso the fact that it is shorter

w:mmstmdthatmmodnhmtdnorm _ e
tosanmegofmmythethmtohos.lqgelu. We can and

lhould divert travel from the Go-oalhd gentral route.

Hovember first of this year. m--.anoamdmmadthc
entindistanootomoenixumuthonghtqhty_onn

Let us cooperate with B:rulﬂy in getting this

Centro and San Diego is completely paved, thirty or forty miles iR :
| | | : Biland-Brawley route at as early a date as possible as well
of which is still a dirt road. ‘ 3 :
: as complete the San Felipe-Cain Springs road from Julian.
The unpaved portion of the road from Phoenix to ;%
R ot (PR a8 :lihthooc-phtionoftho&nhlin-OunSpringamdndll
Yuma will be surfaced with crushed roeck and oll macadam, & ;I
SR L ey ‘ hannhranyihouundaofpooplamthenorthemendot
-rocessed road water tight and good for eight or tem years with
NS __;': Imperial Valley populate the Julian districte It is well

nandtho'ﬂ.raomﬁo'nndullon]ybotwoorthnohourarido
from the valley into the cool, delightful climate amchg the
pines in our back country.

Fith this road ea-p:.oud, San Diego's destiny
uaamoduamcafortransoanummtmuttnulo

.-q-—rr'.-"‘?ﬂﬁk _wﬂfﬁm_ Tty

Yima will be the ta—rqtordlofﬁahnulfml-oxﬂlbnu,- {
: - When I look back at our twenty year fight
Rew Mexico thru Dougias, Bisbee and‘!bonn. A _
< TREGEL R . Faval for an outlet to Phoenix and the ezst I am thankful that I
¥e have won our fight for a state highway via RN -
I nakd e UL el - have the privilege of sceing the end. Fred Jackson wasmy
Numhmhnmdwtﬁngoffsadloamummmnt e

P 8 i.nlpl.nti.on in nnt.ionallhihﬁh'q work in the early days and my
one regret is that he is not with us today to rejoice with vs
in seeing a dream come true, |

umndtothoproamtmtothmm m::'udinl
mbuﬁybopmmudorpandhthsmmmo

lowinahoboinamiﬁ.mtomplrbofih
San Diego Has made a marvelous struggle against

uutoddaudm.

We 'putumaoHnltomnmupw
mmmmummmvmqmwnu. The
-hmuormmmmmm.mummuhm
springs grade in Inperial cowty - & gift to its neighboring comnty.
ﬂwwmamummw
mammmmum  They said it conld
| m » uu. Wat o roud oould ever be um thro those send

mmmmmmuum-ﬂxuunum

wmmmmlum
Mmm,xunwmmor

-mmmumm!unmtuwuu
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mlshnituﬁmtodvmdnﬁndthtundujutumodl Yo ‘ ; pav:dw;thinthonm.threoynura cettaihly San Diego should cooperate

foundation as rock for a highway when properly constructed. | | B with all the southern tomns of Arisona, Imperial end San Diego Coumties
When the Colorado River bridge was to be built ' G s in working together thru the proper publicity to educate the tourist

San Diego and Imperial Counties, with the exception of $6000 s travol bo.foro they reach El Paugo over those three routes to come

that came from Los Angeles, raiscd the $25,000 necessary ' ; lnto California via Yuma and San Diego. This will be the largest

mdthohigh:whridgetormmegmuthocolmdorlmm | _ 1 55 .IgoldmotrouBmD:I.ogocanowrupacttoget. It #i11 help us

complated. P | build up_our oitw and county much more rapidly and put San Diego
lhm!mqauldnotsdlitnmbmd-at | 'on,thé_upaunembofm.

sar on its rosd to Phoenix sgain San Diego county and Imperisl e I urje the Chamber of Commerce to spend less money

County raised $15,000, Los Angeles $6,000, and this nonq was | for advertising in Los Angeles newspapers and more in educating

used to take up the slack which put in to the hands of the | -. f transcontinental toin:lata that the route to Los Angeles from the

Board of Supervisers of Yuma County a million and a quarter east 15 thru the city we love the most — SAR DIEGO,

dollars in 1918 to commence the first real construction of the
highsay, Yuma to Phoenix, . "
yhen Pinsl and Pizo countles asked for help
San Diego and Impérial Comnties gave liberally toward the | ?
construction of & dirt roed to Gila Bend, Tucson, via '1
Case Grande. | :
Fifty-six miles of highway was built in
Maricopa and Pinal Counties thru desert waste by private
subscription between Gia Bend and Maricops, probsbly the
greatest individuel effort without county or state aid eved
accomplished in the west by private initiative.
¥ith E1 Paso as the hub, and U, S, No. 90
all graded and over half of it paved from El Faso to 8t.
tugastine, Florida over the 014 Spenish Troil with U, 8. No, 80 ;
stretching from the Pacifis to the Atlantic, from San Diego to
Savaznah Georgia via El Paso, Dellas, Shrevepert, Vicksburg
Stafigomery, Alabama and Colusbus, Georgla to Sswannah all
mmmumuwnu.nwmm
memuuanmﬁ-wum -l
with mwmdmmln&uulum
mnmmmmlﬁ&-ﬂumﬁ‘
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P History of
. US. nghvmy 80

Continued from Page 1)

at approximately the same time

other cars were starting on their

way from Los Angeles. The route

travelled by the San Diego drivers

was via Dulzura, Potrero and

, Campo, now state secondary high-

- ““. ll l| ﬂ bt ” 2 3 | ;:{L,'f"“t' 84, or the “old Campo
" 4 . o) 4 i J I , H !

. ,._".-,1-3.;, ,1“ ,w & y_-_‘., 00 M Sixteen hours and 59 minutes

j‘r-ﬂ-};;;.; : w_ﬂ . R | after it left San Diego, Dave

ot o ﬁt R .-.._ ' L i Ll fans amﬂbgl ;hbir l-‘?;'twen-Duryea rol-

g, ‘ . _ ‘ v ¥ 1 20 ) "' ‘S pa R oen com let

o feroh ey '~ re i [ . GMP‘F Je b s # - “1 : ~miles of hazardows drl;vini:g'lz\:g

gr 1902, s.n Diego might nevef Rup .20 ' ' Baper- - This (he hmdmz “::"N wards Yoma to ¥ g‘ “winﬁ- honshh“ lndms!x T e e

ave been connected with the | to. ; ton R 43 170 'wad™ifn that LAY 11 minntu smrs‘tl':atnt]h.:’o'lti::s

continental rorte. Enawn e | O e ek | e o frbructed o eay b w"‘*"“"”:‘a" ¥ w‘ five "Bonsorsd by the San Diego
S. Highway 80. ;| man for the Los Angules eleg eunly road from Ja ot (ke spdiing a |1 soene. Hours' passss. petire et

Boyd., no CHIMd, eElde




| were being pushed out into the

4 | canyon,

o ™

Y B C

oltville, bs
or 1902, San Diego might never
have been connected with the

continental route known as U.
S. Highway 80. fi

T Boyd, now retired, regides in
8| Jacumba, which is also the home
- of one of California’s five state
S| highway commissioners—B. 'j.
Vaughn. ' .
Boyd sold his ranch at Hemet
and moved to the Imperial vallay
in 1903 when the first canals
carrying Colorado river water

desert. He became active in Holt-
ville affairs, and when that city
was incorporated Boyd became
its first ‘mayor. :
During the period Imperial val-
ley was part of San Diego county.
There was no direct transporta-
tion connection with San Diego,
those early settlers who .had
business to transact at the county
seat must either make a fourday
il trip by horse and buggy or by
mule team and buckboard via a
' | torturous t¥ail winding up Devils
or take the Southern
Pacific to Los Angeles and thence
? ldown to San Diego via the Santa
Fe. "-" :
°| 1In 1903 there were automibiles,
5 | of course,"but even in San Diego
county roads were still in the
horse and buggy stage. That year
supervisor Jasper and Bryon Nay-
lor, an early day San Diego good
roads enthusiasts, made a pioneer-
ing trip to ‘Jacumba from San
Diego. Nine hours was required.
By 1908 Devil’s Canyon had
been widened to the extent an
automobile could be driven down
it, but the run from San Diego
to Imperial required 156 hours.

Imperial Couty Formed

In the meantime Imperial wal-
ley had become, in 1906, a {full
fledged county in its own right.
For some reason the Holtville
® | group took a dislike to their super-
A lvisor,. P. N. Ferguson, and at
the expiration of his term Boyd
was backed for the post, and
elected.

He was seated in January, 1911,
just when a fight flared up be-
tween Los Angeles and San Diego
| over the routing of stats road
plagned to traverse the wvalley

wanted

\the Yuma tie-in, but so did

_-\ui 1901 § ¢

east by by the magnificent trans-|:

' ants was only

that his city, with hig markets
wide open for agrifltural pro-
236 ‘miles away,
and that the building &f the road

valley supervisors to #ome extent
by assuming a patrehizing big
brother attitude... % - .
Ed Fletcher spoke ngxtL on be-
half of San Diego. -i!

."

a part of San Diego @unty and
the two counties hadimuch in
common. He recountedifjow San
Diego had aided the 2galley in
setting .up its own rnment,
and how consistent s had
made to create a necting
auroughfnre through moun-
nous region. ¥ -
The speaker picture'ti) an all-
year-round, coast-to-copgt high-

way, and pointed out #hat San
Diego was 100 miles |
El Centro than Los

“We have your i’ interest
2t beart, boys. More/#o than
these slick fellows f the big
city, with their amooﬂ;_;ﬂow of
words,” he concluded. :

The leader of the Iag Angeles
delegation gave vent tdia sneer.

“Besides the few ni&.cls you
have spent around Jacimba, is
your group {financially;-able to
enter into a road competftion with
us?” he asked. I8

Fletcher Waves Chc&ok
With a dramatic flouslsh Flet-
-

peris]
“| blank. :
| table. ¥ \ :
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county, leaving the am
This (he towsed upon ' thé

say that
we will: build an extension of
our county road from Jacumbs,
down a new.alignment ghe moun-
tains, »a po
perial county, 4 the e
desert. This check is guarsm-
tee that we will do*t. Our re-
quirements is that you build a
road out from El Centro to meet
ours.” | :

At this point the Los Angeles
delegation rose angrily and de-
parted, leaving Fletcher alone
with the sopervisors.

“Now boys, before you vote on
this matter, I want to make one
final statement,” he said. “I
want to show you how to get two
roads intead of one. -

“l you indorse the Los Angeles
route, through the north of the
valley from Yuma, it will be but
one road:- and you'll never get
another.-But you turn them down,
and indorse the San Diego route
you'll get & second road.

“Up in Los Angeles, they have
Colonel Otis, money and influence,
and they’ll never stop until they
get a yroute through to open up
commereial relations with the val-
ley, and to provide a southern
connection with the east,” ' he
concluded

The Brawley supervisor and one
other held out against San Diego,
but that night Boyd and two of
his colleagues held a secret con-
ference with an attornmey from
San Diego and the county trea-
surer, and decided upon a course
of action which eventually was
successful, and greatly to the ad-
vantage of San Diego, but which
nearly won Boyd a grand jury

“I am instructed to

. | indictment.

They discussed “one other lit-
tle matter” -that Fletcher had

from Yuma. San Diego e
Angeles, the state highway com-

v

| 5
‘this” mattér; but 'ufte:

| grown ‘to elderly to see the job

N

.“

(Y]
€ “souniy

““The ""Oflexico " strp)rvisor was
inatricted

»spdiiding a
week out in the desert this gentle-
man feported back that he had

through, Boyd, a younger' man,
wis given the "assignment.
*Boyd tackled the project with
vim and vigor and eventually
an automobile -was able to
make the trip to Yuma
under its . own power, Meanwhile,
in 1911, Los Angeles had ' orga-
nized and ‘successfully carried out
an automobile road race :from
that city, via the mamouth wash
and Yuma, to'El Centro. to prove
the practicability of their route,
and running time between San
Diego and El Centro, via Devil's
Canyon, had been cut down to
seven hours and 60 minutes.
Principal San Diego backers of
Fletcher in his continued road
building negotiations with Imper-
ial county were Fred W. Jackson,
Rufus Choate, John F. Forward,
jr., Matt Heller, and Percy Good-

win. While Boyd was complet-|;

ing his brush-laying job in Sept-
ember, 1912, this group werc busy
planning a competitive road race
to the one to be staged by Los
Angeles in October.

On October 26 Boyd had fin-
ished his job with days to spare
and stood out on the sand near
Holtville awaiting Fletcher and

his road race pathfinder. He re-{}.

calls that Fletcher and his party
made a record breaking run from
San Diego to El Centro in four
hours and 44 minutes, barely
paused there, and came pounding
across the brush covered lane a
couple of hours later.

“Ride ‘em Cowboy”

Harry Taylor was driving the
pathfinder, a brand new aircooled
Franklin, and Fletcher was es-
tride the hood cowboy fashion in
an effort to hold the fiont wheels
down. Somewhere along the route
Fletcher had lost his hat, and a
pants leg and shirtsleeve were
missing.

In passing, he raided an ima-
ginary cowboy yip and howl.

Meanwhile back in San Diego-|
Phoenix road race got underway 4

f s : Y : {
: ¢ Josphan. @ e /

.m&u.'“'l'

"o “Sotvills’ th-

wad™:-in that m

"Hmit” in|.

2SS ey

(Continued on Page 4)

% - the entire stretch from Yuman to
- San Diego at that time. Owing to

‘meenwhile acquired the honorary
title of “Colonel,” with two of his

.breaking dash from San Diego

' feat, wired from Washington, D.

other cars were ing on their
way from Los Angeles. The route
travelled by the San Diego drivers
was via Dulzura, Potrero and
Campo, now state secondary high-
way doute 94, or the “old Campo
road,”

Sixteen hours and 69 minutes
after it left Ban Diego, Dave
Campbell's big Steven-Duryea rol-

led into Phoenix, completing 140 /.

miles of hazardows driving. Two
hours and six minutes later came
& Btutz from San Diego, and
11 minutes after that the Kissel
car sponsored by the San Diego
fire department arrived on the
scene. Hours passed before Ham-

lin, the leading Los’Angeles dri- :

ver, arrived,
Thus it was successfully de-
monstrated that San Diego and
El Centro had a traversible route
tieing in with Yuma.
Boyd had raised $3000, mostly
by popular subeription, to lay
his brush trail across the 5%
mile sand and hill stretch. The
San Diego highway enthusiasts,
organized as the San Diego-
Arizona Highway association,
raised $60,000- by subscription,
and formed a construction com-
pany to build the agreed-upon
stretch of road.
Rhodes was Engineer

Fred Rhodes, young enginecer,
now director of public works for
the city of San Diego, located a
new route down Meyer's creek
canyon tu replace the Devil's
Canyon road. This route was com-
pleted and dedicated in March,
1918.

The Meyer's canyon route be-
came popularly known as¢ the
Mountain Springs grade, and is
still best known by the title, al-
though now officially designated
“In Ko Pah gorge.”

During 1918, through finances
advanced by San Diego, & fragile
plank road replaced the brush on
Boyd's sand hill stretch. Thic was
by more substantial plank:ng in
1915, when the state took over

Fletcher's influence at Washing-
ton and Sacramento, the Campo
road was abandoned in favor of

In 1826, Fletcher, who had

8Ons as passenger, made a record

to Savanah, Ga. The chief of the
bureau of public roads, ufter
reading press dispatches of this

g'.. for a full account of the
p.

Three weeks after this was
malled by Fletcher the rout: over
which he had travelled was de-|°
signated' “U. 8. Highway 80.” It
remains the only southern trans-
continental route under one num-

_ﬂm
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From the papers of Ed Fletcher, The following letters have been
removed to the alphabetized correspondence files:

"HIGHWAY 80"

COTTRELL, Jos. F. to Fletcher, 12/23/31
FOSTER, L. J. to Fletcher, 9/20/46 .-
Fletcher to MACDONALD, Tom, 8/22/46 »~
Fletcher to OLDENDORF, J. B., 10/17/46—
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