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The farmer wa t. suing his wife for divorce "Judge , "-he said- "I cannot 

·-
live witn her anfore .She talks all the time , day and night she talks 

and talks." "She talks al .L the time"- said the j .1dge- "what does she talk 

about ?" "'~ell, Sir,'' -sacild t .J.e farmer- "she don't say ." 

For years now the spokesmen of the Administration have hinted again and 

again that our main purpose in rearming is tc become so strong that we 

can sit down with the Russians and negotiate an agreement with them . 

"When we are s ,rong we are g oing to negotiate '' we are told again and 

again "Negotiation is fin :(!. "-you may say - "but what are we going to 

negotiate ? 11 Well Sir, they don ' t say. 

Sometimes t nere is a hint that we want an agreement that will provide for 

full 
far reaching, perhaps total disarmament. To say that/rearm~ent must 

be an accomplished fact in order to be able to agree on disarmament may 

sound paradox but it is in fact quite absurd . 

in 
The situation/which Russia and the United States find themselves to-day 

has accurred repeatedly before and it was rarely resolved without war. 

If it is to be resolved without war this time it wil l not be on t he 
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basis of "negotiations from strength ''. On the contrary, the whole conce~ 

~~- ~-tw,hA-
of negotiations through srength is based on a fallacy ~ are led ~s 

~1A~ through ~ loose ~~ reasoning by analogy. And this fallacy 

unless we get rid of it fast, may very well block t h e one remaining 

avenue of escape from t he threatening war. 

What ±xx±k±xx reasoning by analogy is this ? What is this mis -

, u 

leading analogy ? If two private persons are about to conclude an agree-

ment the one who negotiates fro m strength is indeed in a favorable posi -

tion . He can get the other feloow to sign an agreement in which many 

points are settled in his ~avor . And one the agreement has been signed on 

the dotted line he can count on the agreement being kept. If theother fel 

low does not perform he can be taken to court and one may be sure that th 

judgement of the court woll be enforced . 

:But if Russia and the United States enter ineto an agree-

ment , and one of them defaults what power or combination of powers 

can enforce the judgement of any court against either of them , short of 

a war of indefinite duration and uncertain outcome • The distribution of 

power in the world being what it is there is no posstbility of enforcemen 

against either Russia or t h e United States. 

What use is it then for t h e ll nited States to be particularly 

strong, j ust at the time when the agreement is about to be 
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negotiated ? Surely, this may help us to get the Russians to concede 

more } Oints in our favor than theypotherwise would. But the more points 

are settled in our favor the sooner may come the time when Russia will 

no longer consider it to be in her interest to keep the agreement in 

force . And then what ? And what are we going to do then ? Or are we go ing 

to try and maintain a great superiority in armaments , both strategic 

strength and military powe r proper, forever ? Is this desirable , and eve 

to be 
if it seems desirable is it possible ? And 1Dllrn assuming it were possible 

would it really secure peace ? 

Or is there perhaps another solution to the p roblem to kRKpxx 

reach an agreement and t o keep it in force ? How about thinking in terms 

of an agreement which would offer incentives to merica and to Russia 

strong enough to induce them to maintain the afreement in force , not 

because they 
might have a legal obliga tion to do so , but bec ause they 

would want to keep t he agreement alive and in operation in order to conti 

nue to enjoy the benefits which they derive from it . 

To make our point as clear as possible let us assume that 

4 
the agreement concluded between Bussia and Amer ica con tains ~clause 

whictl permits either of them to abrogate it , simply by giving notice 
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of doing so (and there may be good reasons why suc 't a.-lalXS'tr ough 

-~ iL favor of a c tually including such a clause in the agree-

ment) . And then let us ask ourselves just what kind of an agreement does 

it take to make it reasonably sure that ~either Russia nor tne Unite d 

States wi l l make use of this right to abrogate • The issue of peace 

will turn on wheather we can find an answer to this question . 
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