
BULLETIN OF THE ATOMIC SCIENTISTS 

MIDWAY 0800 EXTENS ION 1785 

MIDWAY 10052 

1126 EAST FIFTY-NINTH STREET 

CHICAGO 37, ILLINOIS 

~360 

Mr. Gilbert F. Vlhi te 
Haverford College 
Haverford, Pennojlvania 

Dear Mr. White: 

vctober 6, 1947 

I was doing a little biology this summer, and when I got to New York 
City about the middle of August, the symptoms of the present strained 
political situation struck me with full force. 

I am enclosing the manuscript of an article entitled 11Letter to Stalin" 
and a copy of a letter which I have written to Secretary l'Y1arshall. Both 
have been submitted to the BULLETIN for publication. 

I wonder whether you could find time to read the article and to scrutinize 
the letter ~ddressed to iarshall. 

The present plan is to have the article and the letter to f, arshall printed 
in the next issue of the BULLETI~, which should appear around the 28th of 
October. Advru1ce copies are being sent to a number of people by the 
BULLETIN with a request of commenting on it. The comments would be, if 
possible, printed in the same issue of the BULLET!~. 

It is felt that if this article were accompanied by good comments on the 
part of persons whose voice carries weight, the chance that the article 
might have a good effect would be considerably increased. It is not ex
pected that all people who have been asked to send in comments will be 
in a position to say that they approve of the contents of the article . 
Comments which would draw attention to the seriousness of the situation 
would also be helpful and could by implication express approval of the 
decision to write such an unusual article and to take such an unusual 
step as writing the letter to Marshall. 

If you feel you can make some comment which might be useful if pUblished 
along with the article, please address i~ either in the form of a letter 
or a telegram, to the BULLETIN OF THE ATO IC SCI~~TISTS . They would 
presumably be in a position to have it printed in the same issue. Such 
comments ought to be received, if possible, by October 10 and not later 
than Monda7, October 15. 

I would, of course, be very much interested also in any pr i va.te commrnt.s 
you might care to make and which you may send me directly. 

Very siacerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 



Dr. Gilbert :hite 
B~v rford College 
B: v~rford, fonn 11 v.mia 

lle5 c-tttt 5hJ:• Streot 
Chic$;o 57, Illinois 
'lia)' .!.!!, 1950 

A~ you JtiJ.l t"litt'i fron. the enclosed m :..morandu. dli ted l~tl'Ch £7, 1950, 

the enclo~&.i cr:r,;-y or t\ letter I l1ro t.e to Grenville Cl r , •~'1 e copy of 

plan8 ~~bout. which I b .lk:ed to you. 

The tmr~;oea o ... · the prasent letter ia w ·!'mlist your hol · • Hurrison 

and ur~ &.1 hi t;; l cccpt tbe vice-chairmanship o1 the orut.niz.btion. '-" 

U1ink, therefore, o! he~ir~ a second vico-ch~irm~n also. It sa~e to us, 

tad, with, $ d in. thi r~apect, it '~ ems 1m~ ort.snt th.n .. ?!ckett serve 

I l our eifort is to ~uccoed, l: ie es&ettti~t th t it should not 'be 

r~ardea by Rusaia 1n a hostile menuar. l'llnd i.1r. Pickett's assocht!.on with 

or over, E~ t the or.., advanced etuaes, 

Rus iana tbrou...;h j'vur or~<9(,ni.zeth·l'l r· t. .. er i..h n v tLe: rwise. In t,d .iition 
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to all this 1 it ir.;, · ~irable to avoid '""ivin._, the impression thtt our plan 

ia ~ t")t. U.~r1 in competition wi ili t!; ~ fl. o1:·tc 01 your o m COLtmi tte _ _. or ~~ s an 

un.neces&a.:ry <iuplication o ... i~.s o:t·k . 'to h&ve lib·. ?ioA.ett toerve EtS vice

ohs1rtnlln \!'OUld h';lij J in t.i ... r<ni ~ect. ~lee . 

Ple.ase Jo -~bat you can. 

Sincorely, 

Lso S7ilard 



O F F ICE O F THE PRES IDEN T 

Leo Szilard 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Leo Szilard: 

HAVERFORD COLLEGE 

HAVERFORD, PA . 

May 18, 1950 

At a meeting last Tuesday I took part in a discussion 
of the problem of participation by Clarence Pickett in the 
11 Ci tizens 1 Commi ttee 11 organization which you are setting up. 
At that time we discussed fully the points raised in your 
letter to me of May 12th. No doubt since then you have 
learned Clarence's decision in the matter . 

I t seems to me that he is wise in taking the stand that 
he does, particularly in Ti ew of the many demands which are 
made upon him for his time and thought. If he were to under
take to participate, even in a modest way, in all of the 
groups th2.t share our concern for reducing the tensions 
between the United States and the Soviet Union, he would 
have little time for his own contribution in that sphere. 

I am sure you understand that all of us are in 
sympathy with your objective and join in the hope that 
it may lead to some constructive steps towards agreement. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 



... -· . 

Ul~. Byron R. to 
First National Bank Building 
Donver1 Colo. do 

Dear Ur. ;bites 

22 JJccy- l9 50 

Ed King and I bava mat sovt.lra.l t..Woa, onc'O ith r. 
discuss Szilard t a remrkabl.e .,..lan outlined in the 
Of 1Jarch enclosed h ro. Szilard, as y-ou ro at> 
the .emergency Co::oittee of Atotaic Gciantioto, of 
is tho Chal.t"Drul and br. f.c.rold Uroy, the Vico-C ........ ...IJ .... . """ ... ~ 

SZilard's mom.orand"UU'il outlinoa to £in~"-~~ establishing 
an orguniza tion to otuey tl e intornat..l,l· .. ..,.a. :·o.m:.I'Ol o c enara;r, now 
that the noeotiations on the :Jaruch reached a standstill. 
The &.Iorgen y Cca:d tt~e sat up a. Co gomen to conoiat.iJ:li 
ot: Dr. Harrison Drorm, Dr. Jo eph ' • 'l'haso twn have 
succoc>ded in getting Chanc<1lor Rober ,r the Univerai tq ot 
Chicago to aerea to oOl"VQ as ; rman sad nart organization. 
Clare~ Pickott, of the Sccie Fr:i: bean invited to oerve as 
Vice-Chatrman, but to d.a to bas n cap ted. Pickott will probably answer 
by tbe and of this eek. 

Szilard envisions tho of uevora.l 0 ragional cOI'II.'litteoatt 
to assist the Board (sao proaenting the findings of the 
COI:ais~ion to t Am.::,rJ.can r. Szilard ~d tbe others 'Who have 
talked about are moe t en stic in thei:r belie!' tba t you would be 
the bast person ead up a regional. comi t tee for the Rocky Mountain area. 
Szilard has there that Ed King and I take uP tho quantion 
with you in a pre aBhion. Thua1 I should like to phone you aome-
time la tor in the · 1 when you have hAd a chance to look ovar this 
material, to gain y reactions. The cor:cittee1 aa Jrosantl¥ visualized_, 
would include, in a t.ion to your ol.f, • s. Arthur Honry, .or. Ham7 Swan, 
Ur. E. Palmar Hoyt, • James .c atton1 Ur. Harold Silver, and • JCll:le8 1 te. 
lbrever, none of tbeae )(JO~lo hac bea.'1 approached, nor hae thiD yet boon 
discuesod 'With tha:l. 

I ainoeroly hopo u-.at you 'if.i.ll reel, ao I do, that Szilard • s plan io 
tracondousl,y ir.9ortant. And I ho o the:ro.fors that you will ant to serve 
on and hoad tho regional ca:mi ttoo. There will undoub~ b mncy quostJ.ona 
that V1ill cooo to your tdnd, and I'll be glnd to Qa.ko a trip a1er to Donver 
to talk about it all '"''i th y-ou vl.onevor it is convenient. I •m ~e that 
.3d K:1ng, too, uill be ha w to talk with 7ou about it. I'll lan tD phone 
you sa.:D tirle Fri~, if you are in tbon. 



... , 
'1\~r . .J.rl.to 

.it vc~/ bcot re~ards, 

cc - J · 1 a.rd c. ring 
w Buildint; 
Univoroity of Colorado 
Boul , Colorado 

Dr. too Szilard 
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.:alter Orr cbcrts 

I!l..sti tu.tc o:t n diobioloc;y and Uio~·s1ea 

1 • 

fni v oi ty- of C:1icago 
C: 1ic~ o1 Illi cia 

. ~;di 



1r . Byron R. White 
Room 610 
f i ::at l\!ati onnl Bank BuiL ing 
DenYer, Colorado 

Dear .Mr . '/'lhi t.e : 

1155 East 57th Street 
ChicaJo 31 1 Illinois 
Jur1e s, 950 

Enclo:Jed arB thr'3e Sl-l tS of t.he documents in wrich you were 

interested . 

Since I L.r: c sa·,~~ j 'OJ , I trlk.-:Jd to Chr.J' lBf1 A. GruhHm . Evon 

thoUj;h oeca..1se or :11 .:-: connAc tion \\ i th tLe Pro ·r es::. i ve Pt~:r-ty W8 

could not consider r:im f or me.mbersl1ip in the Region<; l Commi tloe, 

I found hi:. e;;ger to help i n every ;oZJsible w.:y , .;md I believe you 

could coun t on hi s he p 11 any occasion to a&k o.t· it should Prise . 

fle su"'gented thu t I talk t o Elliot Pratt in Nc '.~ York , and I um 

s endi~ him a set of memoranda to be orwarded by him to Pratt. 

I just write this to yo u 1or the r ecord so t hat you are fully 

inf ormed of all my moves in Denver . I w s very h&1J.PY th&t thin.,;s 

worked out in Denver so well unJ thH t you he. taken such c..n interest 

:1.n t he matter. 

~~ 
r:.elsie!!!!e, I do no t know, but at any r ate , 1 shall kee1,; ;ou int'ormed of 

Wh~ther we can put anything across on the D@ti onal 

what we are do in6• 

Sincerely, 

YK. 
Leo Szilard 

wv 



Mr. Byron R. White 
810 First National Bank Building 
Denver, Color8dO 

Dear Mr. White: 

LS 

115l5 East 57th Street 
Chicago 57, Illinois 
July 5, 1950 

Enclosed is a eopy of a letter f rom Charles A. Qrahu 

containing suggestions which you mibht take into cons~ion. 

We can't go very much further in Colorado, though, before the 

national picture g • ts more cla rified. For the time : ir~, every-

thing 5 oes exceedingly slowly, and what Koria will 4o to our plan, 

I don 1 t know. Ha.rrison Brown and I wil discus s the situation 

next Friday Viii th Hutchins. I am trying to finish up ay ex· eriments 

so tha t I can ' et away for a vacation and expect to be in lienver 

by the middle of the month. I shall contact you when 1 get th ere. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

wv 
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