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The District Offlcer,
it ant Jigirict,
\ Al

Patrol Henort Noesle 1057/56-Balunn,

geipt of the abovemantloned Patrel lkeport
is ncknowledgad with thanks,

Please wateh curefully, the ndengy to
conducet 1llegal "Courte". € have ha xpoevience of
the" previously snd they can lead to rogt undeeirable
practices. The kanms people enjoy litigution snd
enjoy power,

Officers sho 10 apnrecliate that tr ding bow
tweon the inland neople and those feom Lhe Islande
is an institution whieh his withatood the teat of time
deanite differences »etwesn the trading parties that
have arisen.

It should be spprecinted by all our offic ra
that notive 1ife s baped on recinrocity »nd the cone-
entonation of obligntiong,

jood report sdequstely covered by your
ravarss.

(J ok ok eCarthy)
4 acting LUireetor,
v
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DA TR POLGT KAt : L & e
tﬁﬁ‘w“& JLPORT BALT, Mot UF 10 A/ge

PL of the ahove-we tfonei Patrol
I with accorva y_ aims for
ic® & bhmdtied by yassrs. Che ter
ils acknowi edged.

The following counents a 1de on
various Ltors dealt with 11 the HepuT™t :-

TA'PYY R ITITATY
-c.u‘. ¥ ~.~ﬁ.vn;¢~v

The situation as *eévealed by
commentsc ander this headliny appears to b
ormal and healthy,

With regarc to the priciice of
ounelllors and villaze elders ~onducting 1llegal
"eourts' in the villages it has always been my
experienve that su h activitie . are confined
almost exclusively to ery minor village disputes
aufthing of a serious rature being brought beiore
the Court for Nativ: Affairs in the nermal Way .
Under such eircumstances I deo not think that
there man be any real objection to the practice
proviued adequa.e safeguards are taken to ensure
that no breaches of la which should rightl:
>ome before Mazistiates for lative Afrairs are
dealt with by thess "ugofficial courts", the
inpositivn of finss or terms of confinement by
Couneil urs is, of eourse, quite i1lliegal and
any 8. .cis cages wvhich come to your notice shonuld
be raported irmediately.

»

The regular weekly markets held on
L. & south coest of Manus ace en old instituntion
G196 vepreseat virtual!ly the OILLy avenue throug’
ich the 8ea~.aring Manus can trude their sea
toods _cr the sago aad gardan produce obtainible
‘reu the litioral MATANKOLS and the inland USIAJ,
‘. holdirg of these ‘bongs” at regnlar intervals
a8 long been part of hre ovattern of Life for
e8e south Msmus and ua people, While it
€71t wader the circumstance: as outlined
avold the system-.of acknow dgaed debt
v Weer, native povtieipants should be
7ed lou ensure that all such Just debes
o1C P omptly, thereby avoliding the
~e situation such as v Ou nave duseribed.

",
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he map ¢rompanying the Report

prepared bu ould sho: the route
followed hy the Pa:rol.

18 neatly

~

(Be Gy Hicks)
a/2istriet Officer.

CQ‘.
The Directs

1 of N=tive Affalrs,
Port Moresby
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Vednesday, 7th August, 1957, Departed Baluan per M.V, EROS,

(Trawler Muster Hague in command), at 1600 nours send arrived

§

of f N'DROVA Plantation at 22¢ hours. Anchored for the

night.

Thursday, Oth August, 1957, Departed N'DROVA aiv D630 hours,

and dise.barked personnel and stores at M'BUNAL at 070C
hours. Met by listrict Tommissicaner, Mr. Hicks, wand

acc .mpanied him to the M*BUNAL Teacher Training Center where
he officiateu at the opening of the Center. Area Education
Officer, “r. Howleti, aund Baucation Officer Smith present.
At 1030 hours Jouncil Meeting commenced, aaa District
Coumissioner made presentation of Gavel Set to the President
PALIAU, Ccuncil Meeting resumed after lunch, wilh the

District Commissioner present throughout.

Friday, 9th Aurust, 1957. Departed M'BUNAI at 0700 hours,

and arrived off Johnston Islands at¢ 110C hou: s, District
~“ommissioner offici:ited at the opening of the School, and
viewed dancing etc in honour of the occasioa. Returned to
M'FUNAL, and trawler with District Commissioner aboard 1loft
for LOKLNGAL, Remainder of afternoon spent sttending to
native matters,

Saturday, 10th August, .75 . At M'EUNAT, Couneil Meeting
resumed, 2nd on completion commenced General Meeting of t=x
payers. Disappoii*ing reaction from assembly.

Sunday, llth August, 1957. Cbserved. Visited N'DROVA
Unof f5cial inspection.

Plansaetion.

Monday, l2th August, 1957. At M'BUNAI, Attention to nmail

.
and correspcndence and Jiscussions with Education Officers.

General native matters and inspection of housing etc.

Tuesday, l5th Auguus, 1957Y.
Schellalau Plantation to PLkI,

At the invitatiun of the

Area's FRducation Officer, writer officiated at the opening of

the schooli at Pahl, Annual General Meeting of tax payers.
More interest shown at weetin; than the one at M' UNAIL,
Left for PATUSI at 1130 hours, by Mr. Howlett's privately
owned launch, arriving a’¢ 1500 hours.
PATUSI,

Wednegday, 1l4th August, 1J5(. General Meceting

of tax payel

Departed M'rUNAL on fool through

s from PATUSI and WCHANG, again rather dispirited.
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mat ers,

aeneral

2aey, 1 btha Augasi Vet 2O/ o
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lormation for nnuald

Comnenc hearir and then

vis .ted tnd subject of dispute

Keturns=d

s LANAL L River,
LW and then to 1A sSland, ana PSLIKAWA,

“rPriving at 1500 hours.

Saturda Yy /L0 AUugus L, 1657. Annua;
—) N H AU UST
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matiers an

1Luspection
sung" (Native Market)
lewis at present

between the '
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g h _Aug g rawler Thetis,
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1 irawlier with ALAL Oml
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= ohject 1 ytrol ) "
|
| area, and at 3ame n ndu A ]
; L r e f',dl @ *a S 1 I~ - N 1 re r 4 ‘4
'i the Annual Zeneral Meeting LY 12 id at ¢ 1 ' Bl p
; and whilat I understana there were g i ttenda s fro
b~th those places, the majority f the peo 45 he re
i
distant villaypes did not bother to atten :
AL the same time routine general dn igtration
s ttended tToO, mt 18 Lhe innna neEus rd 3 T i VA:
. ‘t yatrol had already bean carried out during May of thi ye
see Patrol Report BHal - 5t 7Y, hzse fipures are t
included in this repccet
WATIVE ,l‘UATLU'_
“"2-*‘ ativ Ltuetl i ener: youl pear € i
; ulite norma.l . 'here wer:s L ENE hat any he Cult:
with which these people have been associated ovel' the yearsg,
are still in existence,. t wmav be that they Lzve been driven i
L iraerground, and i such 15 he case t rould be aguite '1
possible thit a new offics v the are rould mims these
E S1LENE. telt that more harm than good would be cansed t
"‘J i .i suspicious questioriag but = loge tch was kept for 1y
cutward cisng either 'n genersl ywversation or in unusual
wctivities in the villages, but nochir T ean ‘or heard to
k. give me the slightest féeling of unr~st in the area.
; he "Church for the Cemetery" vide Patrol Report
: al - 506/57, i8 nd> longer tnere, the preorl hemselves having 5 l
; emoved 1it, atter a Jiscussicn bhetween incillor Sawol, and
# he iutriqtféommissﬂyr»r e mont}
‘D t At Johnstun Islands, lace whiel ‘ = e me
s, ¥ q
Phy'(, coneers ver the vears, zoun L f resent grav e noticed
,‘ to re whel - 8rs uilt over them aaual uestioning
2 revea.ilecl that Lhey were built »re to keep th in of?f o
P
! grave, &dd so stop i ney rough inte the yffin.
Jeeming 'ug ¢al ABWe I i plaee no s niiicancea }
i
§ this at X1, r n i ent n passine show tF he
patroi was alert towards am tw i nifestationg of he
*wlt or ther uanregyg.
ost villages the vtre S
€&l sis surfew bells, and £1 1e , ody
sems LU sent me mad - n
T RS
s j
wiod
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Most villages e#lso have a ceutral meeting house, and
here they discuss variol s village matters, and 1 suspect hold
their minor "Courts'". These "Courts" though :omnietely
illegal, I am afraid are here to stay, and the sooner we can
legislate for them, and put them on a legal footing, the better.

The only cases which were brought to me for hearing under the
Native Regulations, vere those which obviously had no solution
that could satisfy lLoth parlies, or tlose whose decisione they
wer. unable vo enforze, I suspect that the basis behind the
decisions in these '"Ccurts" (a term whioch does not adequately
de ;:cribe them, but which 1 use for want of a better term), is
compensation. I have no evidence to show that the Councillors
are actually fining pecple, otherwise I should have been

forced to take some action, but I believe that they are
adjudicating in divorce and adultery cases and arranging

setilements in minor land disputes. I am also of the opinion

that these "Courts'" have the full backing of the village people.

Whilst at PuLIAAWA, a rather involved land dispute
came up, and as is the practice, 1 asked the Councillers to
help me by collecting all the information they could. That
night, I decided to go over to the Meeting Youse where I thought
the Councillors and the 1ufluential men would be. Arriving
vompletely unannounced, I saw the two Councillors sitting at
a table, suriovunded by a large group of the older men obtaining
the genealogy of the contestants. The whole meeting was being
conducted in a most orderly mannsr, with one man takiny it all .
down in pidgin Efiglish. The way the Councillor was handliig
the meeting showed tiat he was no . tranger to this type of work
and had obvicusly hendled matters in this way before.

<Again. whilst at M'BUKZ it was reported that a

rative had been #sing exploeives for fish. I subsaquentl;
dismissed the charée because of insufficient evidence, but I
later found that the Councillor from !M'BUK& had reported this
matter to President PALIAU at the M'BUNAL Council Meeting.
PALIAU had replied that it was something for the patrol te
decide when it reached M'BUKL, and r5t a word was said to me
about the business until I reached M'BUKL, which tenas to show
that these nattois are often fully discussed before they c&no
to the ears of the n»natiolling officer.

| One of the established Native Markets, which has
heen operating between the Islanders and the main Island, has
been caising some concern in the past few months. Apparently
the Islanders bring over smoked iish; coconut oil aud any
fresh fish that thzy may have caught on the way. These items
are trawed for sago ana other rative vegetables. They have
evolved a syslem cf credit which ensures that th: Islauders

et

2




sago at ¢ next
recorded in & notebaok by the unofficial
market day (the market i 8 usua.ly heid
canoes from MOK arrive

theoretically 1e deltis curred previous

called out by the clerk and the exchange ma n froat of many

witnesses However, in practice, on arrival of the MOK cannes

the >LALl people rush the canoes for the high rized coconut
0il, all debt veing forgotten in the undiscipiined scramble,

By the time Village Officials have restored

probably traded all hi sago for oil, and his debt

not settled. I'his gives rise to ilil teeling, and several
fights have occurred. lhe whole thing was thrashed out between

representative of both groups, with charge ana counier charge:
being levied, and it was : reed that the method they ha e

evelved for the collec-ion of debts should continue and that

o

a Council Constable shculd be present to assist with the

maintenance of gocd order. This irket is at LOI and is

¢nnducted between the inland WIAWARI 's, & non

Council /illage,
and the MHOK and other island people which are in the Couneil.
Meanwhile, at PEL] AVA; T tcok the opportunity of

visiting the established Market held weekly “here between the

{'BUKE and ovcasionaliy the Johnston Is.and people, and the

PELIKAWA people. This was a most orderly aff:ir. Rough

- e s
A TN o 4 W A e

tables have been erected in a shady spot, and when the M'BUKE

canoes are sighted, the PELIKAWA people bring down

produce and lay it out on the tables. The IMN'BUKE people then
come ashore and rove arcund trading fi: | tobacco and the
occasional turtle. Actually it was a mos spir.ted form of
vartering with hardly a word spoken. An Islander would sidle
up to a table, lay down a smoked Yish along side a couple of
bundles of sago and if the woman in charge of the stall wa
interested she would ¢ uy h fish and place it in her bag
and *he Islander woulsd up the g« " the person in
charge of the stall was t wreste nen sne w.uld just
the fish e there, ha~dly
Zlance exchange Perhaps the presence of Mr adswort
myself may (-v t ¢ mperx Svirited bargainin

aen't 2

fhe Annial General Meet i




