
Mr. Henry B. Allen, 
Secretury and Director, 

January 8, 1947 

The Franklin Institute, 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Allen: 

Please accept my apologies for the long delay in replying 
to your letter of November 29th. This was received on the day that 
Dr. Urey left for an extended lecture trip in Europe , and was mis
placed in the heavy correspondence which came through the office 
at that time. 

Dr. Urey ~sked me to show your letter to Dr. Thortin 
Rogness , a member of the Emergency Committee of Atomic Scientists . 
Dr. Rogness tells me that he would suggest your consulting Dr. 
Louis Ridenour , of the Department of Physics , University of Penn
sylvania, who, he is sure, will be able to give you excellent 
advice. 

Sincerely yours, 

Lucille McCormick 
Secretary to Harold c. Urey 
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November 30, 1946 

Mr. l'rank W. Baldau, 
13422 Lambert Street, 

st Cleveland 12, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Baldaus 

Thank you very much for your latter of November 20. 
I would suggest that you make any contribution you wish to 
Mr. Joseph Halle Schaffner, Executive Director, Emergency 
Committee of Atomic Scientists , Room 525, 625 Madison Avenue, 
New York 22, N. Y. 

Thank you very much also for your suggestions in 
regard to men who should be contacted. As I am leaving 
next week for Europe, I am passing this information on to 
Mr. Schaffner. 

With best regards and thanks, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harold c. Urey 

HCU/lm 
coa Mr. Schaffner 
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The honorable Robert A. Taft 
1'he Senate 
Wa.nngton, D. c. 

April 13, 1948 

I am very so rr y the. t I v.·on ' t be c_ bl t o Le at the home of 
my neighbor, J ohn Pu t nam, Sunday noon to have luncheon "'it.h you 
&nd di::>cuss the Vorkers f or World Securj_ty movement, L. ut, as you 
hno•. , c.ll ne ·sp nper men i n the country muk e a he jir a to Nev. York 
once <=- 7 8 ~r and I h ave r,o ue there f rom tomorrow mo rning until 
uaturday morning , April 24 . 

I i\ant you to .lll'10'f\ 1 hov VEr , tht!t I have re viewsd at 
l ength .•it!: Jor...n Putnrm the viev.point, policy anC. program \\hich 
is beine; col1sia r ed., c..nd hewill tell you of my ull a.pprova. l of 
it and it s vi tal importc.nce , both from the point o f viev• of its 
inherent timeliness &nd soundness and i ts ~olitical accepta bility . 

I &m fully convinced tha t the only alt ernative to t he 
continuanc e of the armarnent rac e ( '. hich v. e '~re re suming) and 
atomic .or ld -... ar I I 1!;hich v i l "", r e c · ci ·;ili., <:'l tion c.. s v·e knov. 
it, is a cini~um ~ orld over1ment ~ i~h o~er effec t ive to prevent 
war and v.i t : out iill~ airm2nt 0 1' our n ;..._ ~ione:.l autonomy or control 
in other ma tters . Th is is the sitple, cons tructive sta t ement of 
the es se~ti~l bas ic )Olicy . 

I am e t .. ually con vinced tha.t its a t tainmt:nt can be accom
plished only by h~ving t his basic o b j ec t ive f irst &c cepted by a 
large ma jori ty of the n &tions of the vorld. Attempts to put 
f orward any detu.i l ed progrc:..m before t h e obj e ctive i ~ E.ccepted in 
principle only increases existing confus ion 2nd controversies. It 
i s one thing for the n~tions' re-pres en tu tives t o meet ': ith instruc
tions to accomplish this basis obj e ctiv through the ~nited Na
tions or other•:. i !Je, and a v:holly C.ifferen t thing .for represen ta
tives not so ins tructed to attempt t o discuss vays a.nd means prior 
to the acceptance by their countries of such bo.sic objective . 

v;·hen our responsible , inr ormed representatives tell us that 
conditions in world aff&irs re~uir~ us to inten3ively rearm for de
fense , 'i"e cannot risk disregarding their recommendations. But i t is 
an historic trage~y of the gravest und most critical nature that ~ e 
h a ve again been brought to su ch pass for the third time in a generation 
without our respo~sible diploma tic and administr ative officials having 
yet developed or even suggested a con s tructive f or a igh policy ~hich 
h a s any practical chance to elimina te the need f or r e suming uch O.!l 
armament race with 1 ts inevi te.ble cor! sequences, --pa.r ticularly in the 



Senator Taft - 2- April 13, 1948 

light of recent scientific developments lhhich -.·.i l l oake he next 
nr m·-ny t ime s more d i sastr ous t han anythinz V'· e have yet exper i enced . 

As you knov·, Y.e have develq:>ed in Cl eveland, t he support 
'o r this basic o b j ective , to be aeveloped in th i s ~~y , by pr a cti
~al ly ev e ry relibious, ec uc a-c iona l , so: ial, labor , 8.Ilc1 busine ss 
o rgan i zati on. I ar.1 f ully convinc ed t-hat the •hol e-hea r t ed acceptance 
or" this ou j ect ive i s not only vitally necess .... ry bu7:. 7:i r rc.lly t-o 
:i.. _ E.!:> c: ccr s ':r t~c r; i ve pl a t f or.:n of h ope and action alL c Lasses :1nd 
groups of our cit i ze s . 

In ~ ~rd, the ~tre~~~h of the Vorld Sec uri ty movemant 
as against ~he ~~ ord Federal i !:;t, cons ists in t he fact that -Lt is nCJt 
a "' ork. Gd ou t , rie t ail ed pl.an . It is int end ed to genera t e entbn!::ia. sl!t 
and support lor :-< ;• o.· .LQ r1_ 0V(; rnme_ t , L~aving to the 3 t a tesmen of the 
world ~he \ orking ou t of the detai l s . I t sc;ems t o me th at , this 
being the c~se , there is ,uch le ss chance of the wovement goinr, 
a 'hry i n its ec...rly day s y c. rguments as to de _il s . 

I very much hope tha t you will throT the fu ll \"·e t gh t o f 
your courageous personali ty and gr eat influence into the ac com
plishment of the pract1cal results al ong t hi s line ~hi~h I per
sonall y eli eve involve the most vi L.l i.., sue b~ fore the country 
today . 

Sincerely your s , 

Paul Bellamy 

PB/ A 



Dr. H. A. Bathe, 
Cornell u~· versity, 

Ithaca, .. e• York 

Dear Bathe: 

October 30, 1946 

I have the copy of your letter to Mr . Schaffner, and I should 
like to make a few comments in regard to it. In the first place, afte r 
the Atomic Scientists have taken the vigorous stand vhich they have 
during the past year , I think it is not possible for us to back out of 
the situation now without a most earnest attempt to find a proper al 
ternative to present to the American people. I do not believe that we 
would be doing our duty if we did . 

he situation is far mo re difficult in view of the fact that 
the Russians do not go along with our proposals, and there is no solu
tion which would be as satisfactory as we have all wished forJ but 
just because the situation is more difficult is precisely the r eason 
why we must try as intelligent people to lay out for ourselves a 
proper line of action, and try to sell it to the American people . 

Wy choice of alternatives is t hat we broaden the base of 
argument from atomic energy to war itself, and invite as many nations 
to go along on solving this broader problem, including atomic energy, 
as will. ith this should go the most earnest desire and expression 
for the cooperation of ~asia at any time in the future. This proposal 
would constitute in the minds of many people a coalition against Hussia , 
and would offer the temptation to many people to use it as such . This 
would be a very serious danger , and 7ould re uire the greatest effort 
to prevent its use in that way, but it i~ only because of the great 
danger that our group is badly needed to help in tha enonmous educa
tional job involved . 

Perhaps you have a better alternative sol ution. If you have , 
it is also a difficult one, and therefore will require the greatest 
effort to make it effective . Hence again we need our organization 
worse than we have ever needed it in the past. 

I hope to be abl e to see you i n l e York on November 15, 16, 
and 11. With best regards , 

Very sincerely yours , 

Harold C. Urey 

HCU/lm 
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CORNELL UNIVERSITY 

LABORATORY OF NUCLEAR STUDIES 

Dr. H. C. Urey 
Institute for Nuclear 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Urey: 

ITHACA, NEW YORK 

November 5, 1946 

Studies 

Thank you for your good letter in answer to my 
expression of doubts to Mr. Schaffner. I have, in the mean
time, become somewhat more reconciled to our making an appeal 
and somewhat more convinced of the necessity for continued 
existence of the Federation of American Scientists. I still 
am doubtful whether too great prominence given to the problem 
of atomic energy will actually help , or will rather emphasize 
the great divergence between Russia and this country. 

The main point of my worries is very well illustra
ted by the answers I have received from Weisskopf and from 
you. You both advocate a definite political stand, in your 
case the broadening of our efforts to include more definitely 
political issues, and close cooperation of all nations outside 
of the Russian block(with a cordial invitation to the Russians 
to joi~. Veisskopf advocates continuing our present efforts 
and insisting as we have in the past that there is no other 
solution than international cooperation in the field of atomic 
energy, and that this field can be treated separately from the 
other problems. The two opinions are as much opposite to each 
other as the opinions of intelligent and well-meaning people 
can be. This demonstrates, I believe, that in the present 
situation the scientists are no longer united but that the 
dividing line runs elsewhere. This must be so,once we get 
out of the scientific into the political sphere. 

I am reconciled to going ahead with our plans, and 
I believe that tnere are some useful things that we can do. 
Some of these were mentioned by ~~. Schaffner in his letter 
of November lst. I believe, however, that we should make a 
frank statement that we do not know what to do next. Vie can 
certainly point to past success and to the need for further 
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education both in this country and abroad. But we, as well 
as the people who speak for the Federation, will have to be 
very careful in the future and will have to consider all the 
possible effects that our statements may have on the inter
national situation. 

Sincerely yours, 

-/t. . f., .~ 
HAB: MMcL H. A. Bathe 



January 9 , 1948 

Dr . Hans A. Bothe , 
Labor tory of Nuclear Studios, 
Cornell University , 
Ithaca, New York 

Dear Hans: 

I shall present your letter to the Board of Trustees 
for formal ction at the next meeting . I should of course 
like to say personally that I a~ sorry that you feel you 
should take this action of resigning from the Board of Trus
tees . I feel that you have been a valuable member of the 
Board , and that your advice and suggestions , though often 
not followed , were nevertheless valuable to the Trustees , 
and I wish to say emphatically that they were very valuable 
to me . 

I hope to see you regularly at scientific meetings , 
as you suggest . With best personal regards , 

Very sincerely yours , 

Harold c. Urey 

TICU/lm 
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March 30, 1948 

To the Trustees of the 
Emergency Committee of Atomic Scientists, Incorporated 

You are hereby notified tha t a speGial meeting of t he 

Boa d of Trustees of the Emergency Committee of Atomic 

Scientists , Incorporated , will be held at the Institute for 

Advanced St~dy in the Borough of Princeton, County of Mercer, 

State of New Jersey, beginning at one in the afternoon of Saturday, 

April 10, 1948 , and continuing with additional sessions in the 

same location and in the Nassau Tavern at Princeton, New Jersey, 

through Sunday, April ll, 1948., for the purpose of transacting 

the business outlined on the attached agenda as well as any other 

business that may properly come before the meeting, including 

possible changes and amendments to the by-lawso 
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~~NCY CIJMMIT't'E'E 01" ATOMIC SCIENTISTS, I CORPORATED 

AGENDA 

f'or Trust es' Meeting ot April 10-ll, 1948 

1. 'Decidone reg&rding the international conference 
of !ICientists 

? • Propoeal of Samuel Grafton and its relationship 
to the international conference 

3. Approval or a etatnent for release to the press 

4. A1locatione 

5. Financial report trOll ExecutiTe Vice Chaiman 

6. Report on Bulletin dinner 

7. Decision on handling of proceeds troll. Bulletin dinner 

8. Ap,roval or two amendlllentw to By-lave made at Trustees' 
Meeting January 31, 1948 

9. Poesibilit,r ot Emergency Committee's handling funds 
tor aOYie to be made by Pare Lorents 



RABBI BARNEI'I' R. BRICKNER 
EUCLID AVENUE TEMPLE 

8206 EUCLID AVENUE 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 

A movement has recently developed here in Cleveland of which I am a trustee 
and in which I have become personally and deeply interested. It is called 
"Workers for World Security" and seeks wide public support, first in this 
country and then in other countries, for a minimum world government with 
power effective to prevent war but without impairing national autonomy or 
control of other matters. It avoids controversial details, which must be 
left to the statesmen. It is being sponsored here by our recognized leaders 
in the various fields of religion, education, politics, business, labor, 
and publications, and has already engendered remarkably wide and strong 
public support. 

The enclosed copy of our constitution, pledge blank, and instructions to 
workers will give you the structure of the program. 

The movement is the logical development of the following facts and ideas: 

1. Recent scientific developments of atomic bombs, germ warfare, and 
supersonic planes and rockets have changed the factual basis upon 
which national governments have been built and have created a 
situation under 1-rhich security against the practical destruction 
of civilization through war can be secured only by the substitution 
of a world government, with power over the making of war, for the 
anarchy which now exists i~ the field of international relations. 

2. Such a world government can only be created by the cooperative 
action of a large majority of the statesmen of the world, who are 
alone in a position to act effectively and are best qualified to 
determine all questions of form and detail. 



Page Two 

3. Because of the force of thousands of years of nationalistic 

tradition, and because most statesmen are fettered by a lifetime's 

training in nationalistic politics, they cannot and will not act 

effectively in the creation of such a world government unless 
and until there is a wide public demand and support for it. 

4. Such wide public support can only be secured for the simple basic 

principle, under sponsorship of the present leaders of our various 

existing social groups in each community and with methods and 
details left to the statesmen. 

Your own experience will, I am sure, confirm and amplify these basic con

siderations. 

We are not, of course, unmindful of the difficulties which will be involved 

in setting up even this minimum, essential governmental control over war. 

They must and will be solved by the statesmen under the pressure of united 

mass public opinion. The solution will be a changing and developing one. 

But I am told that Europe, for example, is far more ready to take this 

first, basic step than are we, and that there are ways and means for the 

taking of such steps which have been given wide consideration and present 

stronger possibilities of early progress than we dare now hope. 

Particular thought has been given to the problem centering around Russia. 

The best hope is that Russia will come in, though, as in the case of our own 

federal Constitution, it will probably be several years before she will do 

so, as it was with several of the colonies. Until she does come in, however, 

such a basic world government, formed by the principal countries of the world 

outside of the iron curtain, will be tremendously more effective than the 

separate nations can be in dealing, both practically and through propaganda, 

with any continuing imperialistic program which Russia may have. 

We do not by-pass the United Nations. We ask that effective action be taken 

"through the United Nations or otherwise". 

The program envisions millions of signatures to the simple basic pledge 

pouring into Washington from communities all over this country, each acting 

under the sponsorship of its own leaders similar to those in our Cleveland 

group, and followed by the development of similar programs in other nations 

around the world. It is our conviction, supported by much expert advice, 

that such united mass demand of the people can be effective where smaller 

efforts of even our highest leaders have failed and will continue to fail. 
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The response here has included all types of community groups, and, although 
there has been little publicity outside of Cleveland, the program is already 
being taken up by responsible people in a wide variety of towns and cities 
scattered in most of the states of the Union. 

When we have sufficient signatures here, we plan to send delegations to 
Washington to deposit them with the President and prominent members of 
Congress in installments over a ~eriod of time and with appropriate ceremonies 
for the development of national publicity and interest. 

Before that is undertakenT however, it is essential that the ground work be 
properly laid through the endorsement, and development of plans for the 
active cooperation, of a fairly wide group of national organizations capable 
of giving leadership to the program in each community when it spreads 
nationally. 

The movement has already been endorsed by Father McGowan, who advises the 
various Catholic lay organizations and publications from Washington, and 
steps are being taken for its su~port by the Bishops' Council and by various 
Protestant organizations. It has been fully endorsed by the international 
Railway Brotherhoods here, whose presidents are trustees of our local chapter, 
and by William Green of the American Federation of Labor, and steps are being 
taken for the active cooperation of all labor groups. National groups in 
other fields will be canvassed by their representatives here. 

You will see, of course, that this is an undertaking of great magnitude. Its 
importance and timeliness, however, are equally great. Its appeal seems to 
be almost universal; and if all groups will bring to it one percent of the 
effort and resources which its importance demands, or which we now have to 
spend for military defense, it can become effective in even the short time 
which may be remaining to the civilized world to replace the insane confusion 
which now dominates international relations . 

At least, if we each try through this, the only practical program which has 
yet been developed, we will have that to the credit of our consciences if 
World War III should burst upon us. 

I hope that you will refer this matter to the Chairman of your Committee on 
Peace and that that committee can be persuaded to endorse this program and 
incorporate it in its message to your next conference for its support. May 
I hear from you as soon as possible . 

Sincerely yours, 

Barnett R. Brickner 
Rabbi 



EMERGENCY COMMITTEE of ATOMIC SCIENTISTS 
INCORPORATED 

RooM 28, 90 NAssAu STREET 

PRINCETON, NEW J ERSEY 

New York Office 
December 30 , 1947 

Dr . Harrison S . Brown 
Atonic Scientists of Chicago, Inc. 
1126 East 59th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Harry: 

I have been in touch with Arcbie Alox~Dder, who fee~s ve~r strongly 
that it would be ,.Jise to send all contributors to the Cormnittee 
a copy of our financial statement . He sw;gests thCJt this be in the 
f orm of the "Summarized Statement of Opero.tions throu5h .January 30, 
1947 11 which is the form attached to the t.ax returns now being filed. 
Price W&terhouse has agr eed to this form, ;.;hich is &. cor.densation 
of their more complete report, and I could get Mr. Leitner of Price 
l~aterhouse to add a formal certification, I am sure . 

I am in agree~ent with Mr . Alexander' s sentiments as expressed in hiE 
letter, which I quote : 

11 •• it seems to me that the officers and trustees a re in fac1 
trustees of the money given and that they should account to the 
donors for the manner in -which it was spent . In view of the 
self-perpetuating character of the organization cmd the sub
stantial identity bet~een members ~nd trustees, there is no pos
sibility of t-1 review by any person of the action taken by the 
trustee s , and I s hou)_d therefore want, if I were one of them, 
to have my actions pla ced before t he donor, who will then be in 
a position e i t~er to r p9rovc;; and do nothing or make his comple.ir 
end suge:e stion ~:; . I <.lso believe thc..t such a course of conduc t 
will forestall one of the criticisms which mi ght othe rwise be 
made of the organization by hostile or uni.n.formed outsiders ." 

I •rould assume that t he cost of this m<-.. iling , which could be in the 
form of a brief covering letter and a n1ul tili th or printed one page 
statement , would rQ~ approximately $800 ., on the bas is of 14, 000 
contributors . I am sendint copies of this letter to the other trust• 
and am requesting by these copies tha.t ·they notify you of their ep
proval or disapproval. v:ill you let me k:1ow a fter you hFtve heard 
from them , and I will ta.ke ca re of the arr: . ..ngement s wi t h Price 
Waterhouse and the mailing , if you decide to go ahead. 

EEM:am 
cc : Trustees of the Emergency Cownittee 

Harold Oram 
Eileen Fry 
A. Alexander 



Fron: Harrison Brown 
8 Hest 40th Street 
New York City 

Telephone: LA. 4-2520 

FOR RELEASE TO PRESS AND RADIO 
7:00 P.M., MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6-t;h 

An inminent threat to our national security and our entire 30vernmento.l 

atOI!lic energy research proGro.m. vro.s called to the attention of President 

Tnunan and Governor Thomas E. Dewey yesterday (Monday, September 6th) by 

eiGht distineuished physical scientists, o.ll of whom had participated in the 
It 1-m.s stated that 

covernment's atomic enerr,y development./ tactics of the House Committee on 

Un-American Activities, i·rith the possibility of scientists in covernment 

eoployment beinG subjectec1 "to irresponsible snears that may ruin them pro-

:fessionnlly for life" has made employment on atonic energy research so un-

desirable that "the combined full-tine personnel of highly capable scientists 

and eneineers in the various eovernment laboratories is on the verge of 

reachinc; a danGerously low level," The hope was expressed that "the situa-

tion can be remedied before irreparable harra is done." 

An oriei~~l telegram outliniUB the position of the eight scientists was 

addressed to the President while Governor Dewey received a similar telegram 

in order that the responsible leader of the Republican party mir,ht be .informed 
During 

o:f the do.nc;er threa.teninr, the country./ a. press conference in New York at 

which Professor Philip M. Morse, until recently Director o~ the Brookhaven 

Na.tional Laboratories, Georee B. PeGram, Dean of the Graduate Faculties of 

Columbia University, ~~d Professor Harrison Brown of the Institute for Nuclear 
it was 

Studies of the University of Chicago, representing the BrOUp,fpointed out that 

"their action was undertaken in the national interest and with the hope that 

this ala.rmiUB situation would not be used for partisan purposes." 

Others signing the similar telegrams to the Democratic and Republican 

candidates for the presidency of the United States in the forthcoming elec-

tion were such distin~ished scientists as Karl T. Compton, President of the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology and n member of the President's Loynlty 

Board; Professor T. R. Hoeness, Director of the Institute of Radiobiolo(DT' and 

Biophysics, University of Chicaeo; Professor Charles c. Lauritsen of the Cal

ifornia Institute o:f Technology; Professor Harold C. Urey, Institute for 

Nuclear Studies, University of Chicago; and Dean John c. Warner of the Grad

uate School, Carneeie Institute of Technology. All united in appraising "the 

atmosphere which is beine created by actions and smearing methods of the 

(nore) 



House Comtrl.ttee on Un-American Activities" a.s creating "a situation within 

which it is becomine increasingly difficult for scientists and eneineers to 

function." 

It was stressed that "the Atomic EnerBY Comoission is in no way to 

bla.rne for the unfortunate situation that nmT exists. Since its fornation, 

the Connission has worked v:t.~orously to establish adequate centers for 

our atoDic research. But the Atonic Enor cy Comn:i.ssion has been needlessly 

hanpered because atomic enereY 1-:.o.s tu1fo:.r·tur .. n:t.ely become a 'political football'. 

As a result the Commission has had to adjust its own workinGs to the atnos

phere created by the 'Un-!.L:.el·ican Activit ies Cormttee." 

It was pointed out t~2t of the 15~ senior Ar1erican scientists nentioned 

in the famous Smyt.h ReTlOrt, "Atomic Energy for Military Purposes," an account 

of the governnent' s wartime atomic enerGY procram, "fewer than lo% are now 

devotine their full energies to the various government atonic enerc;y prograiJS." 

It can be expected, the scientists asserted, "that the tactics of the Un

American Activities Committee, if they continue as in the past, will make the 

situation even more a.cute." 

The nessa.c;es asserted that, '~ith the greatest respect to those relatively 

few excellent nen who are now attempting to carry out adequate programs at 

Brookhaven, Berkeley, Argonne, Los Alamos, Hanf'ord a.nd Oak Ridge, we are 

forced to the conclusion that the combined full-time personnel of highly 

capable scientists and e~ineers in the various laboratories is on the verge 

of reaching a dangerously low level." It 'W'as pointed out that :many former 

workers on the atomic ener_::;y project have not remained "because they have 

found it increasingly difficult to reconcile themselve~ to governnent employ

ment on secret projects where they are looked upon by groups such as the Un

Ameriean Activities Committee as men not to be trusted, where they must sub

ject themselves to the possibility of irresponsible smears that may ruin them 

professionally for life. In many cases the men prefer to work elsewhere for 

considerably lower so.lar1ee on research proerams conpletely unconnected with 

our a.~omic endeavors." 

It was asserted that the climax of the Committee attacks on the scientists 

was reached this spring ''when the Committee issued its attack ac;a.inst Dr. Edward 

'U. Cond-on, That o.ttack vo.s so repugnant to scientists that it will be years 

before the damn.Be can be undone. And in the face of rumors of attacks yet to 

came, it will became 1nc~eas1ngly d+fficult to retain top scientists in eov-

ernment service." 
-2- (more) 



Tho scientists cnllcd upon President Trunan and Governor Devey to 

consider that "l'To nation without adequn.te scientific resources con hope for 

nny der,ree of security in the event of another war. In the face of this fnct, 

it is important thnt the lenders of our nation ntteopt to understand the con

ditions under vhich scientific research con be and co.nnot be done. In partic

ular, if our nution is to hnve n v1c;orous e;overnnent research proertm, the 

unhealthy atnosphere that has been created by the Un-Americnn Activities Com

mittee nust be removed." They ure;ed the President "to investie;ate this situ

ation, and then direct your povers in on attempt to secure n remedy." 

The complete text of the messae;e to the President follovs. 



The Honorable Harry s. Trunnn 
The White House 
v7ashine;ton, D. C. 

Donr Mr. President: 

As n group of Anericnns who during and since the war have hnd 

sone part in the developoent of atomic enerGY, we feel irrpelled to ca.ll yo"Jr at-

tention, o.nd tha.t of the country, to a. daneerous situation in this field thnt has 

been developine for sone tine. We believe that it is a situation vrruch, if it 

continues, oa.y seriously jeopardize research in atomic energy, o.nd consequently 

our na.tiono.l security. 

It is our ~incere hope thnt tho situo.tion co.n be renedied be-

fore irreparable ha.rm is done. 

The problco we are concerned about bas to do with the adequate 

staffing of the national atonic energy laboratories 1nth scientists and engineers 
research 

of the caliber required to carry out a. necessary Vieorousjprogram. With the 

ereo.teet respect to those relatively few excellent ~en who o.re now attcopting to 

carry out adequate proero.ms o.t Brookhnven, Berkeley, ArBonne, Los Ala.tlos, Hanford 

and Oo.k Ri~e, we are forced to the conclusion that the cotlbirted full-time per

sortnei of hie;hly capable scientists nnd ene;ineers !n the various laboratories is 

on the verge of reachinG a do.neerousiy low level. 

The factors which ore creatine such o.n undesirable situation 

are mnny o.nd varied. But, in our opinion, a substantial portion of the blame co.n 

be placed upon the atnosphere which is being created by the actioria and Sl!tea.ring 

methods of the House Conmittee on Un-~ricnn Activities. We do not deny the 

possible need for investigations such as are being carried out by the Committee, 

but the fact renains that, in spite of its best intentions, the Committee is 

creating o.n atoosphere that makes men shun governoent vork, thereby threatening 

us a.ll. 

Of the more than 150 senior American scientists ~entioned in 

tho Smyth Report who were actively engased in the war-time projects, fewer than 

10 per cent are now devoting their full energies to the various government atomic 

energy programs. An equally SI!lal.l percentage is devotine; even pJlrl time to the 

endeavors. This ni6ht have been expected for most of them were older men who, 

durine the period of the war, te~ororily stepped out of pernanent positions to 

a.ssune wnrtiJ:le responsibilities. We can expect that the tactics of the Un-

Anerico.n Activities Comcittee, if they continue us in the pa.st, ;rill Iil!lke the 

situation even oore acute. 

During the war atonic energy was n youne nan's business. On 

tho Plutoniun Project, for exo.nple, c. cour:t taken in 1944 durine; the heie;ht of 
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the research activities showed that 6o% of the scientists ~rc under 30 

years of ace, ~were under 35, and m ~re under 4o. !t is omoll6 these 

youneer men that our nation oust expect to find its leadership in atomic 
I 

energy researeb dllrine the cacing ~o.rs. 

But fev of these oen reoain in eovernment service to assume 

leader~ Many hnve not remained because they have found it increasingly 

difficult ~ roconcil~ themselves to eovernment ecployment on secret projects 

where they are looked upon by groups such as the Un-AI:lerico.n Activities 

Cotm:littee as oen not to be trusted, where they trust subject thecselves to 

the possibility of irresponsible smears that may ruin them professionally for 

life. In many cases the men prefer to work elsewhere for considerably lower 

salaries on research procrralls completely unconnected 'With our atomic endeavors. 

It is not our desire to underestimate the possible daca8e that 

could be done to the United States by espionaee aeents of potential. enemy 

nations. We recognize the likelihood that such a.gents may be opera.tiDB in 

this co\liltry. We further believe that proper steps should be token throUBh 

responsible aeencies of our government in order to minimize the effectiveness 

of espionaGe activities. 

Even the necessary amount of security precautions presents 

obstacles to the progress of technological development. Any action that pur-

ports to be in the interests of security must be taken with crreat care. Every 

effort must be made to avo~~ cre~tine any greater obstacles to research than 

are absolutely necessary. Should informntion ever be uncovered by well-

trained potential enemy aGents, it could scarcely jeopardize our security more 

effectively than the atmosphere which exists today. 

Since the end of the war the Un-American Activities Committee 

has created a situation Within which it is becooine increasingly difficult for 

scientists and engineers to fUnction. The sta:rt was mnde in 1946 when a 

Committee delegation quizzed scientists in Onk Ridge. FollO'W'ing this, Mr. 

J. Parnell Thonas wrote an article for Liberty magazine, which wo.s a masterpiece 

of insinuation, entitled "Reels in our Atonic Bomb Plants". This was followed 

by a similar article in the June 1947 issue of American Magazine. The climax 

was reached this Spring, however, when the Committee issued its attack a.eo.inst 

Dr. Edward U. Condon. That attack was so repuenant to scientists that it 

vill be years before the dnl:lage can be undone. And in the face of rumors ot 



attacks yet to co~e, it will beoace increasingly difficult to retain top 

scientists in government service. 

We wish to stress that in our opinion the Atomic Energy 

Commission is in no wny to blame for the unfortunate situation that now exists. 

Since its forontion, the Co~ssion has worked vigorously to establish 

adequate centers for our atomic research. But the Atomic Enermr Commission 

has been needlessly hampered because atomic energy has unfortunately become 

a "political football". As a result the Comission has had to adjust its 

own workine;s to the atnosphere created by the Un-American Activities Committee. 

No nation vdthout adequate scientific resources can hope 

for any degree of security in the event of another war. In the face of this 

fact, it is important that the leaders of our nation attempt to understand 

the conditions under which scientific research can be and cannot be done. 

In particular, if our nation is to have a vicorous governnent research program, 

the unhealthy atmosphere that has been created by the Un-American Activities 

Co~ttee oust be removed. We urge that you i nvestigate this situation, 

and then direct your powers in an attempt to secure a. ret.:~edy. 

Respectfully yours, 

Harrison Brown 

K. T. Conpton 

T. R. Hogness 

Charles c. Lauritsen 

Philip M. Morse 

George Pec;ram 

Harold C. Urey 

J. c. Warner 



BIOGRAPHICAL SlETCHES 

HARRISON BROWN 

Associate Professor, Institute for Nuclear Studies, University 
of ChicaGo; Assistant Director of Chenistry, ·Clinton Laboratories, Onk 
RidGe, Tennessee, 1943-1946. 

KARL TAYLOR COMPTON 

President, Massachusetts Institute of TechnoloGY since 1930; 
Meober of President's Loyalty Board; Choirmo.n, Research Board for National 
Security since 1945; Special Representative of Secretary of War in South
west Pacific Area, 1943-1944; Menber of President's Interim Cor:nnittee on 
Atomic EnerGY, 1945, which advised on top-level atomic energy developments. 

THORFDT R. ROGNESS 

Director, Institute of Radiobiolocry nn~Biophysics, University 
of Chicago; Member, Office of Scientific Research and Development, 1941; 
Scientific Liaison Off icer, American Embassy, London, 1942-1943; Director 
of Chemistry, PlutoniUI.l Project, University of Chicaeo, 1943-1945; Observer 
for War Departm~nt and Office of Scientific Research and Development, 
European Theatre of Operations, 1945. 

CHARLES C. LAURITSEN 

Professor of Physics, California Institute of Technology; Member, 
National. Defense Research ~ommission durinG wa;-; outstanding contributor 
to rnea_sl.U'inG techniques in nuclear physics. 

PHILIP M. MansE 

Prof essor of Physics, Massachusetts Institute ef Technology; 
Forner Menber, National Defense Research Connission; foroerly Assistant 
Director, Office of Field Service, Office of Scientific Research and 
Developnent; Dire'ctor of Operations, Research Group, u.s. Navy; Director, 
Broo)mn.ven Nationn.l Laboratories, 1946-1948. 

GEORGE B. PEGRAM 

Professor of Physics, Columbia University; Dean of the Graduate 
Faculties, Columbia University; Chairman, Columbia University Comcittee on 
War Research since 1941; Obtained first contract with eovernment on Atomic 
Enerey Research in March , 1939; Vice-Chairman of the Uranium Section of the 
Uational. Defense Research Co'..mcil, 1940. 

HAROLD C. UREY 

Protessor, Institute for Nuclear Studies, University of Chicaeo; 
received Nobel Prize in Chemistry, 1934; Director of R~senrch, S.A.M. Labor
atories (isotope diffusion), Columbi a University, 1942-1945; discoverer of 
heavy water; pioneer in the field of isotope separ ation. 

JOHN C. WARNER 

De~ Of the Graduate School and Chaircap of the Department of 
Chemistry, Carne~e Institute of TechnoloGY; .Assistant Director, Chemistry 
and MetallurGY of Plutonium, Plutonium Project, University of Chicago and 
Los Alamos, 1943-1945. 
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June 5th. 

Dear Harold, 

I sincere~y hope t hat you will find it possible to 
attend the Emergenc y Committee meeting in Princeton on July lOth. 
It is being held just~two weeks after the Pocono Conference and 
on the basis of the ~ latter, we shou ld be able to dete rmine 
rather precisely our course of action. 

I have been doing quite a bit of thinking about the 
Emergency Committee during t he last few weeks, and I believe 
tha t the Usborne plan gives us the opportunit y to accomplish someth ing 
very worthwile and at the s ame time put a definite time limit u pon 
ou:b existance. 

Specifically I hope th~t the EC will devote its fund raising 
energies to the Usborne Plan, accumulate a bit of cash which can 
be turned aver to the United States Committee around December or 
January. Following t his we could either merge with them or go 
out of existance. We do have t he opportunity however of giving 
t he movement in the US a good start~ 

Won't you please make every effort possible to attend this 
meeting? You won't be called upon to attend another until October; 
I promise you thato 

Best regards, and hoping to see you soon 

Harrison Brovm 

June 11, 1948 

Dear Dr. Urey: 

We got this not e from Harrison for you this mornir.tg . He had 
apparently not yet received our cable that you were planning . 
to attend, which I am sure he will be exceedingly pleased to hear. 

~~~---
Anjin Mebane 



EMERGENCY COMMITTEE of ATOMJC SCIENTISTS 

Trustees 
ALB E RT EINST EIN 

Chairman 

H ARO L D C. UREY 
V ice-Chairm an 

HARRI SON BROWN 
Ezecutive V ice-Chairman 

HANS BETHE 

I NCORPORATED 

Chicago Office 

CHICAGO 37, ILLINOIS 

Phone MIDWAY 3-0800 EXT~ G488 

5630 Ellis Avenue 
August 16, 1951 

REUBEN G. GusTAvsoN Dr I:Jarold C U 
T. R. HOGNE SS • l • rey 
JOSEPH E . MAYER Institute for Nuclear Studies 
H . J . MULLER U • it f Ch" 
LINUS PAULING nJ. Vers Y 0 J.C ago 
FREDERI CK SEITz Chicago 07, Illinois 
L E O SZ I LARD 
V. F . WEISSKOPF 

Dear Harold : 

As you can see from the attached notice, the final 
meeting of the Emergency Committee of Atomic 
Scientists will be held on September 8 in Princeton . 
Einstein, Szilard and I have agreed to attend and 
close up shop . 

our lawyers, Carter, Ledyard and Milburn, inform 
us that it is imperative that your signature be 
obtained upon the enclosed form, if we are legally 
to cease to exist in the State of New Jersey . I 
would appreciate it if you would sign the enclosed 
form and return it to me as soon as possible . The 
laws of the State of New Jersey require that a ll 
trus tees sign these forms . If for some reason one 
person should not sign, it would mean tha t we cannot 
cease to exist without having a special meeting, 
whi ch would, of course , be a very expensive affair . 

I am hoping that this will be the last time that you 
will be bothered with Emergency Committee affairs . 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you 

A G 27 19M 

for your past cooperation . It has been a privilege 
working with you on this venture, which, unfortunately, 
did not p roduce the dividends all of us had originally 
hoped to come to existenc e. 

With very best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

~rown 
Executive Vic e-Chainn an 

HB : omc 



COMMON CAUSE 
A Monthly Journal 

Published by 
T H B COMMITTBB TO PRAMB 

A WORLD CONST I TUTION 

THB UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

97 5 BAST 60T H STREET 

CHICAG O 3 7, ILLINOIS 

Dr . Harrison Brown 
c/o Professor Louis Slichter 
Institute of Geophysics 
University of California , Los Angeles 
? estwood , California 

Dear Harrison : 

Ap ril 20 , 1949 

The meeting is over . It was very interesting . It was rather 
harmon ious . 17 ye a s a gainst ) 1 , 000 , 000 nays : i . e ., Scott 
Buchanan was immovably opposed . ;vhy? All we could find out 
was that he does not believe in world government as so~ething 
i mmine n t , that he thinks we must first streng t h en t h e world 
community , and t h e n world government may come about in fifty 
or a hundred years , etc •••• 

Apart from this dissent , the meeting wa s very conclusive . 
The enclosed report will tell you how . 

It is really essential a) t ha t a good Statute b e presented 
to the Congress next fall ; and b) that it be accepted b y the 
Cong ress , i . e . the American vote an d the French vote must be 
fixed . 

If the Statute is g ood , it must inte grate the Garry Davis 
movement and the Peoples Convention Movement into the ·vorld 
Move ment . This is the purpose of the rough draft I sent you 
a couple of weeks a g o , which is being used as a basis of 
disc us s ion . 

The next practical problem is , algs , r:1oney : not much , t h ough , 
this time . Ne assume that three meeting s of the National 
Liaison Council would be suff icient : one meeting by t he end 
of F ay , one by the end of June , one by the end of July . To 
the las t meeting , a l l American de l egates to the St ockholm 
Congress should be invited . The only oth er expense involved , 
~ould be an assistant to me , for four month s . ~ithout such 
help , I cannot assume responsibility for the job of Secretary 
of this Council , havin0 already two full time jobs on hand . 
Th e total a mount needed to ffi ep this work going until the 
Stock ho l m con~ress would thus be around ~3 , 000 . 

Since this action may be decisive for th e development of the 
World GCJJ ernment .M ovement ; since it provides a new 11 approach " 
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to the Peoples Convention which , l ef t to itself , with 1950 
drawine closer , is in serious danGer of peterinc out ; since 
this approach is , in the opinion of the Atomic Scientists 
and othe rs with vvhom we have discussed it , more practical 
and direct than a n y ot er proposed so far ; since it seems 
to be a more urgent task to g et this approach embodied in 
the new Statute of the hlove1 1ent , and to cret that Statute 
adopted t han to prov ide now for the Statute of the Peoples 
Convention , I wonder whether the 13 , 000 of the Emergency 
Committee you men tioned in our previous conversations mi e;ht 
be made available for this purpose . 

I w~uld be grateful if you could let me have your reactions 
to all of this at your earliest convenience . .lith only four 
months at our oi sposal we must not waste any time . It is 
essential that the first me etins of the Liaison Council take 
place not later than the end of .1ay ; by which time I understand 
you will be back in Chicago , and could participate . 

I hope the spring is pleasant in Cal i fornia . 

Cordially yours , 

U]h!d!t. 
Elisabe t h Mann Borg ese 
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EMERGENCY COMMITTEE of ATOMIC SCIENTISTS 

Trustees 

ALBERT EINSTEIN 
Chainnan 

HAROLD C. UREY 
Vice-Chairman 

HARRISON BROWN 
Executive Vice-Chairman 

REUBEN G. GUSTAVSON 
Universitll of N ebraska 

T. R. ROGNESS 
University of Chicago 

JOSEPH E . MAYER 
University of Chicago 

PHILIP M. MORSE 
Brookhaven National Laboratory 

H . J. MULLER 
University of Indiana 

LINUS PAULING 
California Institute of Technology 

FREDERICK SEITZ 
C amegie Institute of Technolog11 

INCORPORATED 

118 NA S S A U S T RE E T , PR INCETO N, N EW J ERSEY 

Professor Harold C. Urey 
The Institute for Nuclear studies 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Professor Urey : 

September 8, 1948. 

Mr. Harry Moore told us that he had had corres-

LEO sziLARD pondence with you, and that you had agreed to send notes 
University of Chicago 

V. F. WEISSKOPF 
Mau. Institute of Technologu 

Profeuianal affiliations for 
identification purposlll onl11 

...... 11 

to trustees of the Emergency Committee concerning "Survival 

or Suicide." Mr. Moore asked me to forward to you a list 

of people to whom the book is being sent. 

Sincerely yours, 

(bu_~ 
Anna Caples 
As sistant to Mr. Oram 

encs. 

AC:ja 
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Mr. Richard • cA oo 
Harpsr and .Brother s 
49 East ~~th Street 
New York, New York 

Dear llr. McAdoo: 

September 7, 1948 . 

llr. Harry Moore he.s asked me to send to you 

t he enclosed li ,::t of persons who are to recei ve copies 

of his book, " Survival or Suicide." The list incl udes 

t he names of t he officers und tr~stees of t he EmergBncy 

Committee of Atomic Scientists. 

Sincerely yours, 

Anria Caples 
For t he Committee 

enc. 

AC:ja 



Albert Einstein, c/o Emergency Committee of Atomic Sci entist s, 
118 Nassau Street, Princeton, New Jersey 

Dr. Harrison Brown, The Institute for Buclear Studies, 
University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 

Dr. Reuben G. Gustavson, Office or the Chancellor, 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln a, Nebraska 

D r. Thortin R. Hogness, The Central Administration, 
1.22 South Michigan Avenue , Chicago 51 Illinois 

Dr. Philip K. Morse, Mas sachusett s Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Dr. Joseph E. Mayer, University of Chicago, Chicago, Ill• 

Dr .• H. J. MUller, University of Indiana, Bloomington, Ind. 

D r. Linus Pauling, California Institute of Technology, 
Pasadena, California 

Dr. Froderiek Seitz, Department of Physics, Carnegie Institute 
of Technology, Schenley Park, Pittsburgh 151 Pa. 

Dr. Leo Szilard, University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 

Miss Anna Caplet,:" Room 512, 8 West 40th Street, New York, N.Y. 



U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS 

ADDRESS REPt.. Y TO 

NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS 

Dr. Albert in•tein, 
112 reer Street, 
Princeton, N. J. 

D8ar Dr. 1nste1n: 

WASHINGTON 

Aucu t 5 • 1946 

IN YOUR REPLY 

REFER TO FILE 

D 

Plea.e accept ~ reaignation from the Emergen~ Committee of 

Atomic Solent1eta. JToa thia date I do not vi~ ~q name to be 

uae4 1n connection with ezr of ita fund raiei.Dg aot1Tit1ea. 

W1 th beat regards, 

oc to t 
lTa.rold L. Oram 
!W.J')b Donald 
R. J . Eaeher 
T. R. Bogneta 
Victor Weiaakapf 
Bana :Bethe 

AI. c. 11rq 
Leo S zU&l"d 

SincereJ.T )"'Va, 

~ 
E. U. Condon, Director. 



U . 5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

NATIONAL BUREAU O F STAN D A RDS 

A D DR ESS REPLY TO 

NATIONAL B U R EAU OF S TANDARDS 

Dr. Albert Ei nstein, 
112 Mercer Street, 
Princeton, B. J. 

Dear Dr. Einstein: 

WASHINGTON 

IN YOUR R EPLY 

R EFER T O F I LE 

D 

After sending ~ letter of resignation from the Emergena.r 
Comittee of Atomic Scienti ts to you on Mondlq, Dr. Szilard tele
phoned me Wednes~ eTening aSking that I reconsider thie decision. 
I have given his request careful con814eration but Jmlst aSk that 
~ resignation be accepted and that I be permitted to diseociate 
JDT&el! com:pl etel7 from these aetivitiee ae of ~t .5. 

ln insisting on this decision I owe the othere some 10 rdt of 
explanation. I do not want to take the position of approving or 
diaapproving the action of the National Committee on At9mic Infor
mation Executive Committee in diamissing Mr. Daniel Melcher. :But, 
nov that the action has been taken, it leavesthe affaire of the 
Ba.tional Committee on Atomic Information ~ a rather uncertain 
atate as to future policy. Likewise, I understand that the future 
plan of the Emergenq Committee is! ~ rhspe to Q.ssign some of the 
funda raised to other activities. I feel I would be in the position 
of aiding to ra!se funda for purpose• and plans ~iCh I understand 
on1T veq inadeqaately. Therefore, I would like to withdraw in a 
completeq neutral spirit, without an'T implication of criticiem or 
disapproval of the activities. 

I hope that this poait i on aeema reasonable to you and aeeurtng 
you as eyer of ~ best regards, I am 

cc to: 
Harold L. Oram 
llalph McDonald 
ll. ., • :Bacher 
!. ll. Hognesa 
j!uctor Veiulr»pt 

• :Bethe 
- . o. 11re;y 

Leo SsUar4 

Sincerely, 

:1. U. Condon, Director. 



EMERGENCY COMMITTEE OF ATOMIC SCIENTISTS 
ROOM 28, FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

90 NASSAU STREET, PRINCETON, N. J. 

P1·ovisional Committee 

ALBERT EINSTEIN, 

Chairman 

R. F. BACHER 

HA..-.s A. BETHE 

EDWARD U. CONDON 

T. R. HOG NESS 

LEo SZILARD 

HAROLD c. UREY 

V. F. WEISSKOPF 

1)r . Harold • Urey 
Tniversi ty of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear ::Jr . -rey : 

July 11 ' 946 

I am enclosing a copy of the agreement reached by you 
~r.d the others this afternoon. It has been signed already 
by :Jr . 'zilard, !:1r. !..cDonald, and Lr . Hi inootham. dill 
yo'J. authorize rr.e to add your signature to the ori inal copy? 

I hope you bot to Chicago pleasantly. {ill you give 
my "best wishes to your daughter , l.ary? 

~incerely yours , 

01eL-- A.~ 



___ ,_. ; 

ro.fcssor l"..;cr t . i:u~te:. , 
Institute for f.l~V t~.nced Study , 
Prir..-; .tc"l 
Pr in.., e t :J ~ , • 

Dear • :~ 

1 5 , 1~ ... 7 

~~ n..; .... ~ ::o "'J.C Lt .. at at Cllr forthco ~. irJ. ) J cetint~ 111 ·~~ay there 
i n ·s ·.;: :'.ch sho ,.; lc~ .,ti c..i.:::eu::>~h,cl ver;j serio sl-y, un I 

a.n -=-C orc. ~r:G!.J' r::..t.:.nr~ tc yo' c.: svnu. • copio of t!.l~ la"Lt.er to 
ot ... er .!O, ~er .... o"f: o-:....::.~ ;:;o-...""1.::..:. ttu~ . 

~ . u:.~ p .... ~c.:;c! .. :c ';o: · .:..._""' -~ .:.1 ~ u. L' • • ·.~rL, .J..l-' of J s-c ei ~.h t 
men, r-..."lc.:. · e ..... ~so ~ .... ve !:.>:.-., cf:ec"Ll\·e !.elp o ....... ro1es <or J.ucr:c. . 
Dur:':. . . -:; ·.:;l.c s.;. ... :!::.e :::' • ro ... s~;or l.ucrd. ur U. ... ~ rol s .. or .~:aullnp, ,;iLL 
abroa.C::, ur,c.:. r..-:t c.oc:;ors uc.ve or ere I •• e o void outsio.e activities . 
I fi!lc... t: ....... :!. &.:.! s.Lle to c&.r y j uni brs.: t: ~~ot·k u. ... 1a. t ·1 "t is about 
all . Ctr.E:ruise I tccm:e ver· t:r(;u , ul..le to sleep, and r nerally 
quite un& le .._ 0 tc..ke cere of t>.n · of t •• .i • or:t. . .J.his le vc six 
members of the o: ...... i ttee to carr .. 01. thL ~"" .._..i. vi ties . t is ncces 
sar· t... · t pu..J l ic npce..kirJ.g be corio in cour-.ecti.o ith our ca.rnpaign , 
a...'1d some of' t:r e .;::e.-:l"bors are not ver g ood yubllc speakers; and you 
yourself arc un&tle to L,c a-•a~ fro rincoton . lso, it is neces 
sary to c r rr or~ proper liaison •i th the ~ a tiona.l c: 0/ll!n i t tee on 
Atomic In ... or.-La t.:.cn ar.d t LO sc .i.cr~ tific ro ps . It see'l'l.s to me tna t 
we s hoL.lC::. consider a ding otl er r:a.e to ou.r Comm.itlee who can help 

j t h the .~..any ::roble 111s that f&.ce us . 

2 . Cur :o .ittee consists at present of so~e ~en who took 
an active nart i:n the c.avelop"lent of tne atomic bomb t but others did 
not ifork on t e a tonic bomb W10 do not now wor~ on problems of' 
atomic encr ~y . T'r.~.oupL t~1ey are all prominent men and help in 
establishin~ a certain uresti ,e for our .oomittee , the Co~~ittee 's 
position o..1.ld be ni.lch stronger if t h ere were other outsta.ndin "' 
nen associ ted Viith ua . In raising funds , the public naturally 
raises certain ~ est~ona in resard to the ~embarship of our Com
mittee , a.s has 'een reported to rne by ~~1r . St:haffner . 'Ihis , it 
seems to me , is a second reason by we should add other members to 
the o~itt~e who would help us in this way . 

3 . J..nother Lnportant question which should be brought up 
at our ~eetlng in ~rinceton is the question of proper liaison with 
the operating eroups . This is necessary in order to knof how 
effectively the funds are being handled and also as a means of 
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supplying information to .~ . Orarn i n his fund raising cru paign . 
':'his :·!'!.oano tl at so~neono of tho Con.-n1 ttee .. ust ta.ko an activo part 
in contaoti g these 3roups and tmrlerstanding what t h ey ro dol~; . 

4 . I would s r;~est nt t h is timo that the discu sion of 
policy .a ':lade the la3t ita~ of business for our Com..nitte . I t 

o ld be vory good indeed if' a could a gree on h at a ould be do e 
in t he future , and our osition would be vastl stron~thenad , but 
1 greatl-y fear t hat there i ll be no substan i 1 agroement in tho 
3roun an~ h enc e tnis tam shou ld ~e referred to th~ l ust of t he 
progra:!l . 

1 should be very glad to see r . ' arl Compton , Dr . Robart 
Ou9enh imer, and Dr . i~rth r Compton added to our ·roup . 'They ould 
add much 1.:1 prest11"}e e..'1. 11~ t hey will rtork with us would ';Jo effect
ive -orking emhers , at least in their own looalitiaa . It may be 
t...'l.at othors of the Committee will have oth<lr names to sllr;zost , Wld 
I hopa that t hi s 'ttill b t.~e case . 

·,· ith best personal rer;ards , 

J,CU/lm 
cc: H . A . Be the 

Soli~ Hecht 
T •. • Hognoss 
P • . • Morse 
Linus .t)auling 
J . H. Scha.!'f'ner 
Leo Sz1lard 
V . F ; ,, eiaskopf 

V()ry sincerely yours , 

Harold c. Ure.y 



In answer to the questioDs asked on page 13 of Mr. Schaffner's memorandum 
of May 23, 1947, the following telegraphic replies have been received from 
the Trustees: 

Dr. Einstein 

:Dr. Bethe 

Dr. Rogness 

DR. Morse 

Dr. Pauling 

Dr. Szilard 

APPROVE OF ALLOCATIONS RECOMMENDED IN YOUR MEMORANDUM 
AND AUTHORIZE YOU TO INFORM THE RESPECTIVE ORGANIZA
TIONS. 

AGREED TO ALLOCATIONS SUGGESTED AND TO SPECIAL MEET
ING OF THREE TRUSTEES. AUTHORIZE YOU TO 'WRITE LEI'TER 
GIVING PROBABLE ALLOCATIONS. GREATLY PREFER PRINCETON 
JUNE 28. 

(See telephone conversation quoted in body of letter.) 

AGREED TO AUTHORIZE THREE 1-"".A.N QUORUM IN CHICAGO. 
(9r. Morse's secretary informed us by telephone be
fore this telegram was sent that he fully agreed 
with the proposals and would send a telegram. 
Since his telegramyas incomplete we asked her to 
let us know what his attitude was and he has just 
phoned saying that he is in full agreement with 
the proposals of the memorandum of May 23, 1947 
and also authorizes the sending of the letters. 
This he will confim. in writing. It probably rill 
not reach us until Monday since the office will be 
closed over the Memorial Day weekend.) 

I APPROVE HAVING MEEI'ING AFTER ASAE CONFERENCE. I 
ALSO .ANSWER YES TO QUESTIONS 1 and 3. 

(first telegram) SORRY CANNOT AGREE THAT ALLOCATION 
BE DECIDED ON BASIS OF POLL BY YOUR OFFICE AND SPECIAL 
MEETING OF THREE TRUSTEES. CONSIDER MEETING OF TRUSTEES 
AROUND JUNE 7 FOR THIS AND OTHER REASONS INDISPENSABLE. 
WILL CALL YOU AFTER LUNCH AFTER HAVING DISCUSSED SITUA
TION WITH CHICAGO lvfEMBERS. REGARDS. 

(second telegram) AUTHORIZE YOU TO ~TE LETTERS TO 
ORGANIZATIONS YHICH WE HAVE BEEN SUPPORTING GIVING 
YOUR ESTJ}~TE OF ALLOCATIONS IF YOU STATE THAT THESE 
ALLOCATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO DECISION BY 11EETING OF 
TRUSTEES AND MIGHT ACTUALLY COME OUT LESS THAN THE 
.AMOUNT STATED. 



Dr. Urey 

Dr. Weisskopf 

SZILARD THINKS MINOR MODIFICATIONS OF YOUR MEMORANDUM 
NECESSARY. BELIEVE SOME DISCREI'ION SHOULD BE LEFT TO 
THREE MEMBERS MEEI'ING IN CHICAGO. MEEI'ING CALLED FOR 
MONDAY FOUR P .H. WILL YOU BE AVAILABLE BY PHONE TO 
DISCUSS ANY POSSIBLE CHANGES? HOGNESS AND I AUTHORIZE 
UNDERWRITING HEEI'ING TO EXTENT OF THREE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND NOTIFICATION OF CHICAGO GROUP. ALSO 
THREE MAN QUORUM TO TAKE NECESSARY FORMAL ACTION NEXT 
MONDAY. 

I FULLY AGREE WITH YOUR OPINION CONCERNING FUTURE 
ACTIVITY SZILARDS PLAN AND ALL OTHER POINTS AS STATED 
IN YOUR EXCELLENT AND CONSTRUCTIVE MEMORANDUM. I 
AGREE CALLING SPECIAL MEETI G FOR ALLOCATIONS AND TO 
AUTHORIZE YOU TO YRITE LETTERS TO ORGANIZATIONS AS 
PROPOSED PAGE 13 OF MEMORANDUM. PREFER PRINCETON 
MEETING JUNE 28th. 



In regard to Mr. Schaffner's telegram of May 27, 1947, re. the partial 
underwriting by the Emergency Commi tee of the proposed Lake Geneva Conference, 
the following telegraphic replies have been received from the Trustees: 

Dr. Einstein 

Dr. Bethe 

Dr. Pauling 

DR. SZIL&.'W 

DR. "WEISSKOPF 

APPROVE OF ALLOCATION OF THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS TO 
CHICAGO GlOUP. AUTHORIZE CALLING OF THREE MEN 
QUORUM AS SUGGESTED AND AUTHORIZE YOU TO NOTIFY 
CHICAGO OF MY APPROVAL. 

APPROVE GRANT FOR CONFERENCE PROVIDED ASAE GENERALLY 
INVITED. 

I VOTE TO APPROVE ACTION PROPOSED YOUR TELEGRAM MAY 27. 

IN AG~ 'WITH YOUR TELEGRAM SUGGESTING THREE 
THOUSAND DOLLAR ALLOCATION TO CHICAGO CONFERENCE. 

I AGREE WITH ALL PROPOSALS IN YOUR TELEGRAM. 

(For replies from Dr. Rogness and Dr. Urey see Urey telegram quoted on 
preceding page.) 



Though there are fundamental 
difficulties between t h e United 
States a~d Russia, every attempt 
should be made to solve our 
problems without recourse to war . 



From the de~k of 
HAROLD C. UREY 
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Trustees 

ALBERT EINSTEIN 
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University of Chicago 
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INCORPORATED 

118 NASSAU STREET, PRINCETON , NEW JERSEY 

April 24, 1948. 

Dear Friend s 

we are confronted by a war crisis. Almost imperceptibly, 

we have moved from our post-war ideal of world cooperation to an 

acceptance of acute national rivalries. At the highest official 

level and among ordinary people, talK of the next war is oomrrron

place. Governments proceed as if war were inevitable. Y-e:t:::::ther 

__e..-Fo ne fundamental ilrnues- seperrling tho United States and Russia 

- whi.ch necessi:t.a.:te a solution by war. A sincere md whole-hearted 

attempt by both sides to reach a peaceful solution can succeedJ 

the alternat1ve to such a solution is an atomic war which no nation 

can win-- aH- humanity will lose, end civilization as we know it 

mn.s + el'dlllb 1 e • 

I ask your thoughtful consideration of the enclosed state

ment, which presents the essentials of a policy that we believe will 

bring a bout world peace ra tho r than interna tiona 1 chaos and the de

struction of civilization. The fateful adjournment of the United 

Nations negotiations on atomic energy control has ended, for the 

time being, our hope of controlling the development of atomic wea

pons. Now, more than ever, the immediate responsibility for insist

ing on a peaceful solution of the world crisis rests with thoughtful 

citizens. If you agree with our proposals, I ask your support in 

our efforts to impress them as strongly as possible upon the Ameri

can people. 

we are all citizens of a world community sharing a common 

peril--tho imminence of war end the inevitability of the use of 

atomic weapons in that war. This catastrophe would expose us all 

alike to the most terrible danger in which man has ever found him

self. We atomic scientists who have worked together to defeat Fas

cism and who are primaril y responsible for the emergence upon the 

world stage of this great new force, atomic energy, have a direct 

and special responsibility in this crisis of humanity. It is our 

duty to do all within our power to assure that this historic 

achievement of mankind does not become his trap and his tomb. 

I ask for your help in our campaign of education to ensure 

that this great achievement of science shall be used for the benefit 

of mankind, and not for his destruction. 

Yours faithfully, 

AE:eai' 



August 6 , 1947 

This mailing is g.>ing today to a pproximatel y 10 ,000 ers ons 

who have pre-viously contrib uted to the Emergency Committee. 

L. P . 
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Trustees 
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Chairmen 
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Dear Friend: 

INCORPORATED 

RooM 28, 90 NAssAu STREET 

PRINCETON, NEW ]ERSEY 

November 29, 1947 

I write to you out of a feeling of grave concern, which I 
believe you share. I am convinced that if the present bitterness con
tinues to dominate international relations we face catastrophe. 

We can not count on the prestige or strength of any single 
nation to bring about international stability. The power that one 
country possesses today, tomorrow will belong also to others. Industrial 
installations, however complex, can be duplicated; invent've ingenuity 
and economic resources can be exploited unde othe r systems of government. 
So long as international r elations are determined by rival national sove
reignties, the threat of atomic war will remain. 

We scientists believe that a clear and widespread understanding 
of the facts and implications of the atomic discoveries is indlspensable 
to a reasonable public stand on questions of international politics. 
Given this understanding, men and women will recognize that only inter
national cooperation through effect ive institutions can ensu r e security 
against humanity's des truction . 

The enclosed article sets for th my beliefs as to the reasons 
f or the stalemate which confronts us t oday in the 'Ti tally important 
negotiations on international atomi c energy control. It proposes certain 
a ct ions on the part of our people and our government which I think would 
be helpful in l essen ing the present tensions. Because each one of us 
mus t b a.r his share of the burden of this generation, I a sk you to con
sider the s e suggestions, and to discuss them with your neighbors. Only 
through clear formulation and frank discussion of concrete proposals can 
men of good will in all countries help to achieve a solution. 

Now s till a. little time remains for us to conside r different 
paths leading to the establishment of a federation of nations in whlch 
men may develop and use their creative capacities to serve mankind. Each 
one of us can do his part by working to bring about responsible public 
action based on understanding of the present crisis. Through our campaign 
of public education on the simple facta of atomic energy and its social 
implications, we of the Emergency Committee of Atomic Scientists have 
pledged our utmost effort to this end. Friends have already subscribed 
nearly $400,000.00 of the one million dollars we need to carry out our 
minimum program. I ask you to help us in fulfilling our task. 

Fa.ithfu1ly yours, 

AE:mr 
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INCORPORATED 

RooM 28, 90 NAssAu STREET 

PRINCETON, NEW J ERSEY 

August 6, 1947 

I am writing today to you and other friends who have helped 

us during the past year. It is a difficult moment at which to 

write . All about us we see the wreckage of great hopes which man

kind held for the building of peace. The gulf between East and 

West which men of good will have worked to close is widening daily. 

Some people believe that no reconciliation is possible and that 

another World War must decide the issue; we sc ientists reply that 

i t is no longer possible to decide any issue by such means - an 

a t omic war will bring no real decision but only unprecedented death 

and devastation on both sides. 

Such a time in history breeds defeatism and despair. But 

the re are those among us who believe that man has within him the 

capacity to meet ru1d overcome even the great tests of our times, 

What we must not lose, or we lose all, i s our willingness to seek 

the truth and our courage to act upon the truth. If we maintain 

these , we cannot despair. 

We scientists believe upon ample evidence that the time of 

decision is upon us - that what we do or fail to do within the next 

few years will determine the fate of our civilization. That is the 

gist of the enclosed statement of this Committe e which was published 

on June 30th , 1947 . We call for a "higher realism which recognizes 

that ..... our fate is joined with that of our fellowmen throughout 

the world .'' Great ideas may often be expressed in very simple 

words . In the shadow of the atomic bomb it has become apparent 

that all men are brothers . If we recognize this as truth and act 

upon this recognition, mankind may go forward to a higher plane of 

human development. If the angry passions of a nationalistic world 

engulf us further, we are doomed. 

The task of the scientists, as we conceive it, is untiringly 

to explain these truths , so that the American people will understand 

all that is at stake. We believe that with such understanding, the 

American people will choose from among many paths t o reach a peaceful 

solution and that they will move toward such a solution and not 

toward war. And we believe that, in the long run , security for all 

nations demands a supra-national solution. 

We will strive unceasingly to bring this understanding to 

the American people through all the avenues of public discussion 

open to us. If we are to have any hope of influencing the Russians, 
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and of convincing them that America wants peace and security for 
all peoples, we must understand the reasons for their profound 
distrust of everything foreign which has become the sickness of 
a stubborn isolationism. We will work for understanding, not 
abject appeasement. 

This letter goes to you on the second anniversary of the 
bombing of Hiroshima. On that day the American people assumed 
responsibility before the world for the release of the most revo
lutionary force since the discovery of fire. Each of us, whether 
as scient ists who made the bomb possible, or as citizens of the 
nation that applied the knowledge, stands accountable for the use 
we make of this tremendous new force. To our generation has come 
the possibility of making the most fateful decision in the recorded 
history of the human race. By an act of the collective will, made 
now, in this fraction of historic time, we can ensure that this 
great and painful achievement of man's intellect, instead of turning 
upon humanity, may be secured for the benefit of future generations. 
I believe that mankind, capable of reason, restraint, and courage, 
will choose this path of peace. 

No one can predict the events of the coming year but each 
of us has it in his power today to act for peace. You have helped 
us in the past. I ask you to help again. 

Faithfully yours, 

AE:mr 
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Members of the Emergency Committee of Atomic Scientists at a meeting in Princeton, 
17 October. The Committee is considering m eans of raising $1 ,000,000 to conduct an edu
cational campaign on the social implications of our new knowledge of nuclear energy. 

Left to right, seated, Harold C. Urey, University of Chicago; Albert Einstein, Institute 
for Advanced Study ; Selig Hecht, Columbia University ; standing, Victor F . Weisskopf, 
M.I.T. ; LeoS. Szilard, University of Chicago ; Hans A. Bethe, Cornell University; Thorfin 
R. Hogness, University of Chicago, and Philip M. Morse, on leave from M.I.T. 
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and continue so through the noon hour. The in
tensity of the reaction gradually decreases after 1: 30 
P.M., becoming feeble again at approximately 4: 30 
P.M. For this study, single joined pairs were isolated 
as soon as formed and then placed in the microcom
pression chamber for observation. 

In conjugation the three pregamic divisions occur 
as follows at 25° C.: completion of first division, ap
proximately 14 hours after mating; completion of 
second division, an hour after the first; the third 
division, involving exchange of pronuclei and syn
gamy, 16- 18 hours after mating. One can see that 
the micronuclear product, which 1·cmains near the 
par01·al region after the first and second divisions, 
generally is the one destined to undergo a succeeding 
division. The one farlhest from that region degener
ates. The dividing spinclle of the third pregamic divi
sion is seen to arrange itself at nearly right angles 
to the long axis of the conjugant and press against 
the membrane at the point of crossing. It tak<'s 
about 20 minutes for the migratory pole of the spindle 
to pass from one conjugant to the other. Cyclosis in 
each conjugant is slower than usual, and crystals arc 

seen to bunch themselves around the dividing spindles. 
After syngamy, the three amphinuclear (metagamic) 

divisions are completed, respectively, as follows : the 
first, approximately 20 boUTs after mating; the sec
ond, 22 hours; and the third, 24 hours. Conjugants 
frequently are seen completing the third amphinuclear 
division at the time of separation 24 hours after mat
ing. All of the time relationships given here were 
recorded at a temperature of 25° C. and differ widely 
from those of Hamburger ( 3) . Temperature is an 
important factor regarding the length of time the ani
mals remain joined together in the process. 

It is noteworthy that in no case was a visible trans
fer of cytoplasm or of zoochlorellae observed during 
the conjugation of these mating types. 
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News and Notes 

The 1·ecently organizecl Emm·gr11cy Committee of 
Atomic Scientists of which Albert Einstein is presi
dent and Harold C. Urcy is vice president, met on 17 
November in Princeton, New Jersey, to devise mea ns 
of raising a $1,000,000 educational fund to aiel in en
lightening the public on the social implications of 
nuclear energy. The Committee bas announced six 
objectives of the educational campaign and vaTious 
members of the committee and others are available to 
speak on these points in various parts of the counh·y. 

The six statements of fact follow: 

1 ) Atomic bombs can now be made cheaply nnd in lnrge 
number. They will become more destructive. 

2) There i no military defense against atomic bombs 
and none is to be expected. 

3) Other nations can rediscover our secret pr·ocesses by 
themselves. 

4) Preparedness against atomic war is futile, and if 
attempted, will ruin the structure of our social order. 

5) If war breaks out, atomic bombs will be us()d, and 
they will surely destroy our civilization. 

6) There is no solution to this problem except inter· 
national control of atomic energy and ultimately, the 
elimination of war. 

Aside from Prof. Einstein and Dr. Urey, the other 

members of the Committee are: Selig Hecht, Columbia 
University; Victor F. W ci. skopf, l\Iassachusetts In
stitute of Technology; Leo S. Szilard, University of 
Chicago; Ilans A. Betbe, Cornell Univcr ity; Thor fin 
R. Hogness, University of Chicago; Philip M. Morse, 
on leave from Mas. achuseLLs Institute of Technology; 
and Linus Pauling, University of California. 

A Cornmittee on a hmim· Scientists' Assembly, with 
Morris Meister, president of the National Association 
of Science Teachers, as chairman, ha recently been 
appointed by the AAAS. This Committee is work
ing to bring together young scientists who are still 
in the midst of their scientific training, so that they 
may share their experiences and opinions. The As-
embly of Junior Scientist was planned in realiza

tion of the increasing imporbmcc of the role of young 
scientists. Many young persons during the war were 
taken directly from their studies and placed on im
portant research teams where they assumed great re
sponsibility. Mo t of the. e young men and women 
have now returned to school and are in a position to 
look back at their recent secondary studies and eval
uate them for teachers and for science-minded high 
school pupils. They ar c also looking ahead toward 
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their work as scientists in a period of unparalleled 
technological advancement. 

The theme for the first meeting of the Junior Sci
entists' Assembly is: "The Young Scientist Looks at 
Education and at His Work." This meeting will be 
held at 2 : 30 P.M. on 27 December, in the Lobby Ball
room of tloe Bradford Hotel, Boston. Those invited to 
participate in the panel discussion include winners of 
the Science Talent Search, honorary members of the 
AAAS from the Junior Academies of Sciences, former 
members of science clubs, and individuals whose initial 
progress in scientific work bas been outstanding. 

Special effort is being made to call the attention of 
science teachers and all scientists to the first Junior 
Scientists' Assembly. The Committee plans to make 
this Assembly a special feature of AAAS meetings, 
and it is interested in the cooperation of members 
of the Association who feel that it is their concern 
to guide the future of youth in science. 

About People 
Clifford C. Vollce1·ding has been named associate soil 

scientist and assistant dean of agriculture at the North 
Dakota Agricultural College, Fargo. Dr. Volkerding 
was formerly employed by the Du Pont Company. 

Leste1· R. A1·onson, assistant curator, Department of 
Animal Behavior, American Museum of Natural His
tory, bas been appointed acting chairman and asso
ciate CUl'ator of the Department. Dr. Aronson suc
ceeds Frank A. Beach, who received an appointment 
as professor of psychology at Yale University. 

C. H. Connell, recently a lieutenant colonel in the 
Sanitary Corps, AUS, is now with the Department of 
Preventive Medicine and Public H ealth, University of 
Texas Medical Branch, Galveston. Dr. Connell was 
connected with the Department of Municipal and 
Sanitary Engineering, A. and M. College of Texas, a 
associate profe sor prior to his military activity. 

V emon D. Tate, director of the Dh·ision of Photo
graphic Archives and Research of the National 
Archives, Wa. hington, has been appointed librarian 
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, John E. 
Burchard, director of libraries, announced on 26 Octo
ber. Dr. Tate will take active charge next Jnly when 
William N. Scnver, librarian since 1925, retires. Since 
1938 Dr. Tate has been editor of the J ournal of Docu.
m,enta ry R eproduction. 

. E. M. Hildebrand, formerly plant pathologist, Re
search Department of the Food Machinery Corpora
tion, Dunedin, Florida, has r ecently joined the staff 
of Texas A. and M. College as associate professor in 
the Biology Department. 

A1·thm· H . Compton, chancellor of Washington Uni-

versity, St. Louis, and W. Albert Noyes, chairman of 
the University of Rochester Chemistry Department 
and president of the American Chemical Society, are 
attending the first general conference of UNESCO, 
which opened in Paris on 19 November. Dr. Noyes 
was appointed by the State Department as scientific 
adviser, and Dr. Compton i one of the voting dele
gates. 

Visitors From Abroad 
Marcel Riesz, of the Lunds Universitets Matematiska 

Institution, Lund, Sweden, has accepted an invitation 
as visiting lecturer at the University of Chicago for 
the winter and spring quarters, 2 J anuary to 13 June 
1947. He expects to offer a course on hyperbolic dif
ferential equations (wave equations) during the winter 
quarter. Professor Riesz will also organize a seminar 
during his term of residence, according to Marshall 
H. Stone, chairman of the Department of Mathematics. 

Sir Lionel Whitby, Regius professor of physic, Uni
versity of Cambridge, spoke on "Chemotherapy Yes
terday and Today" at the Institute of Medicine of 
Chicago on 18 November. 

Paulo Bo1·ges, pathological and anatomical labora
tory, University of Minas Gerais, Belo Horizante, 
Brazil, is working at the Ro coe B. Jackson Memorial 
Laboratory, Bar Harbor, Maine, under a fellowship 
from the Institute of International Education. 

Announcements 
The Laske1· Awards for two types of outstanding 

service in mental hygiene have been conferred on W. 
Horsley Gantt, Phipps P sychiatric Clinic, Johns Hop
kins School of Medicine; Rev. D. R. Sharpe, president 
of the Ohio Mental Hygiene Association; and Walter 
Lerch, reporter on the Cleveland P1·ess. The presenta
tions were made at the annual luncheon meeting of the 
National Committee for Mental Hygiene in the Hotel 
P ennsylvania, New York City, on 31 October. 

One award of $500, for experimental investigation 
into l;lehavior de,iation, was presented to Dr. Gantt by 
James R. Angell, vice-president of the Com.mittee and 
public sen ice counsello.r of the National Broadcasting 
Company. Jules :Jiasserman, of the Division of Psy
chiatry, Uni,-ersity of Chicago, received honorable 
mention. 

The other award of $500, for efforts to in1pro'e 
hospital care for mental patients, was conferred 
jointly on Dr. Sharpe aud Mr. Lerch by Samuel W. 
Hamilton, adviser, Mental Hygiene Division, U. S. 
Public Health Service, and president of the American 
Psychiatric Association. Albert Deutsch, feature 
writer on PJJI, received honorable mention. 

The Lasker Award of $1,000, esta.blisbed in 1944 by 



Prof. Harold C. Urey 

MR . GILBE T A. RALSTON, 
Director Nightime Badio, 
ProctBr and Gamble, 
G ynne Bldg. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

De&r Kr. Ralston; 

April 13~ 19,48. 

Foll o 1ng the discussion a t my home , a t which 

APR 1 5 1948 

Dr. nd Kr s . Simon Ruskin and Mr. ~berstadt were present, 
I spoke to Or. Harold C. Urey reg rdin , an educational pro
gram on atomic energy which might be financed by Pro~ter 
and Gaable. As I explained to you, the Emergency CO'mmittee 
of Atomic cientists has w1dert ken an educational campaign 
to acquaint the American peop e with the vital importance 
of a general under .s tanding of atomic energy. You expressed 
the view th~t, i l Dr. Urey and perhaps also Prof. Albert 
Einstein, and Dr. K.T. Compton would sponsor an essay con
test on a Bational scale among highschool students, your 
company would consider financing the project. 

Dr. Uxey expressed the view that such an educational 
campaign ould be of greLt vulue and, i f t he project were 
ca rried out on a dignified plane, he and his assoei.a te·s 
would give it serious considera tion.. Dr. Urey left it to 
ae to write to you sug ge ting tha t you call to see him at 
the Univ~r sity of Chicago for further discussion of how 
the proJect could be consumme~.ted. I ho?e your discussion 
will lead to a f ruitful conclusion, as I regard the work 
of the Emergency Committ-ee of Atomic Scientis ts as of great 
impor tanc e. 

Sincercl. y yours , 

Original signed by 
JAr .• w .. Fondiller · "' ·~ 
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Emily z. Fri edkin 
315 West 74 street 

New York 23~ N. Y. 

AN OPEN LETTER TO PIDFESSOR ALBERT EDJSTEIN 

Dear Professor Einstein 

You say t h at the only defence aged. nst tlB atom bomb is in ih.e human 

heart~ mind and s pirit. You s~ t hat the decisions will be made not in the 

legalistic~ diplomatic sessions ofihe United Nations but in me village 

s quares~ nei g.h.bor spe t:k ing with nei ghbor\. 

I would like to tall k wi. th you about the retooling of man t s t hinking 

so that he may survive in a. revolutionary world. Una.daptable he' 11 be as extinct 

as tm dinosaur. I want to t al k with you about it as a. neighbor- perhaps we may 

find. a. ,Ney to effectuate the needed ch anges in man's minds ani hearts .• I was a. 

close neighbor 01! yours~ lillin g but a few doors av1ay from you in the Haberland-

strasse in t he Schoneberg difftrict of Berlin whan I was a foreign correspondent 

there. I feel v e ry nei ghborly in you now for I em in heartfel t accord with all 

you say. I, too, h€We been thinking about me problems of our new wo1tld - a 

world in vhich v1e must attain somming the peoples of t he worltill have never h ad 

before everywrere~ except for t \\0 single y ears: PEACE. 

You say that it i s; "easier to den atu.re plutonium thm it is to de-

na.tur·e the evi 1 spirit mf maz1. 11 How can 1'/'e galvanize the energies of ihe people 

to battle vigilantly against this evil? How can W:l instil ii1e patriotism of 

peace? How can 1'/e translate into deed fue te ~ching that t he way to peace is 

thr0-1gp control~ not of t h e atom, but of ourselves? Perhaps; a valid suggestion 

may energe from one neighbor's talk to anot her that 'BY lead to fue C<llquest of , 
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yesterday's ideas, yeste rday 's thinking , yesterday's i nerti a and on to the great 

new adventure of tomorrow: Peace bas1' d soli<ily on the beneficences of an atomic age. 

We have won a. military mictory, costly in blood and enxiety, over Germany 

and J a.pan. We won it because we and our allies pooled our resources of genius 

and gut s and treasure . We can vdn iii. e peace we lost after World War I, the pe~ce 

·vhi ch is slipping thDough our fingers now, if we retain this formula. It 1 s as 

logical a.s that·. But logic doo s not rule IllBlil 1 s heart em mind·. 

That ca:t only be done ilm., ginativelJ{·· We can le a rn samething from Hitler 

in reverse. Almoot the first thing he did after he came to pcruer in 1933 

was to advertise am sell war_. In Berlin, for instaroe, he transformed the 

palatial showrooms of an automobile fum on Unter den LindE!ll into a war museUII\; 

And too peo·ple flocked to it. There were similar exhibits in other sections of 

I 

the city; They ro ught to demonstrate t hat Germany hed not really lost World Wari, 

that Gennany a:> uld reg~n its prestige anl power by formally winning a second 

edition of that war . 

Hitler alsor·adic ally changed i:he curricula inthe schools and colleges, 

Slbsti tuting he cult of war for culture, death for life, palaver for truth, 

rhetoric for fact . 

We can alter our syllabi as r adi cally ani teach the necessity for peace, 

the obstacles to its a.tta.inment.. and too way s these obstacles can be overcome in 

our schools and oolle ge s. 

But our thinking, on all levels, can most effectively be changed by the 

use of our speci e1 American genius for advertising. .America responds to a.dvertisii

ing. · Why nat:; sell - along vt. th soap, autcmobiles , breakfast cereals, mink coats 

fer dogs - PEACE. 

We Americans like seai ng 'things anfr taking home souTenris. Let's build 

a Peace Fair _ why not in Flushing Meadows?- j3I1d exhibit fue machinery of peace 



OPEN LETTER 10 EINSTEI:N - 3 - Friedk:in 

as tile mad:lines of wa.r have been displayed in innumerable exhibits. Let us 

see wha:t is needed "t0, buiJd. peace arrl how we can IOO.ke the strucinre pe.rma.nent. 

The Fair can shew· the new world in which we mEW live vi thout fear and in plenty 

by using atomic energy ibr human welfare instead of 1 satanically, for human woe_. 

Traveling exhibits ca.n take ihis knowlegge everywheres, vd th local or countrywide 

oontests in civic and human rela.ti ons, with films and forums. 

"To educate," Thomas Jefferson said, 11ls i:oJ govern·.n Educators teach 

tha:t p:trticipa.tion is a. primary method of lea.rni~· In wa.r there is pa.rticip~-

tion, a. sacrificial, ga.lvani zi..ng ~rticipati. on. We need a dynamic, exciting part .. 

icipation in peace. Mobilize me country through boni buying rallies -- bonds 

fo:r· slum clearance, bonds fel1l' lifti..rK i:he level of education in the south, bonds 

for medical research (so far behind industrial research.) Public subscription 
' 

for exch~e scholarships; so that ihe p3oples of the world lllal.Y learn to lmow 

ea.d:l otoo r. Public- a.cti. on against inflation end race prejudice. And lots of 

other things ihe Advertising Council can think up a.s it did in its concerted, 

national advertising canpa.ig:ns for war bonds, Red Cross contributions and 

Army and Navy cha.ri ties. 

Reman.oo r how we gat pro dl ction on ihe home front? The war v.ould have 

been los:t wi th.out it. Remember how Roosevelt 1 s goals v1ere pooh-poohed a.s impos-

s:ible? Remember hvoi they were--.;= achieved, 9)!ld more, much more? We did it to 

kill in 'va.r. We must do it to live in peace. Get everybody talking, thinking, 

understanding, buying PEACE. Peace for swrviva.](. Peace lest we perish. 

Peace a. safeguard against ~widowhood. How can the poople purchase illte scarce 

commodity PEACE? What is its price? 

WellD we the richest mti on in the world 1 can set en example of 

noblesse oblige: v1e em invest our sovereignty as a. member of a. world federation 

ruled by law instead of by war, just as our original separate states invested 

their sovereignty, their right to 'w.a.ge war in order to become a united peaceful 
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union of S<ta.tes. Sovereignty is the oa.use ar all wars, personal, nationel, inter-

national. If I mistakenly believe thati have 'the sovereign right to beat you to 

de ath with a. c hl.b I an. misusing an invention of man as g rievously ani as wrongll.y a.s 

a.s a nation -r.hich exe rcises it s sovereign power a.gg ressi vely by the use of bacteria-l 

i'larfare or a tom bombs. 

Nobility, io o, em be inf e cti. ous. We have the enco uuging example of 

Britain's offer of indep enierce Uo: India. Let's advertise it. Let 1 s educate the 

people to get a thrill out. of v.o rking constructive1.y togefue r e qual to the exalta-

tion of facing danger tog efu er. 

Indeed, in:day v.e face a crisis of such gra.vi "bJ that its solution lies 

only in building peace. There will be no soap, no suspenders, no bluberry pies 

to sell after an atomic war, no customers to sell to. If the advertising and 

public relations men want to save their jobs they 1 ve got, first, to save themselves 

through peace·. We have no leaders in hig!1 office. We illlSt, therefore, all, as 

citizens; of a democracy, assUIIE' otll.': ' share of leader~ip: we must lead ihe 

politicians. Perhaps that is; our supreme destiny, end tre worth of an individual 

neighbo~s Sl gge sti. on; 

You caution us: 11We must realize that we eannot si.mul taneou sly plan for war 
all 

e.nr peace .• 11 Jesus said: 11Put up again thty sword into his: place; for/they 1¥J,at 

take the sword shall perish. vi th the sword .• 11 How can these s:age cotmS:els, these 

·words become finally a part of man 1 s consciousm ss md deeds? 

A public opinion poll last year ~ cvred that 14% of ih e people believed 

a 'third global war is inevitable. Today' s poll rev~als a jump to 75%. PEACE, 

the great business of the v.orld, is more distant tod ~ than it was yesterday. 

Harr ean this be? Tffi addict returns to <hlpe. Hardly have the bombs 

ceased drop ping, hardly have tffi casualty lists di~Sappe ared. Can man be freed 

from the thraldi:.cm of war? Can war -- rather fuan mm -- be obliterated? 

. . 
Tffi answer is: tes. But not necessarily. Man may blunder and be un-

- _ uild hi_,) 
adaptable and:..:U surel~ocn't ••f!auc1i•I•*'M<o Instead of resorting again to 
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the soothing drug of war we can attack and destroy the causes of wars. That will 

re quire tha surrenier at'. certain privileges, it,.Will mean casting bread upon the waters. 

But unlike the cbpe, it will cure rather iha.n exacerbate -the disease. Are we, unde-

fea.ted in war, i:o be defeated in peace? 

I hear ~0 bravely, indignantly, prayerfully - but impotently - shouted. 

is not ih e final, fearful word. 
Today' s 11public opinion" The people have a 

" passionate desire fa: ra--ace but it is vague, diffused, inchoate, uninfMmed. It 

c;. 

calls fur a. crystallizing, unifying force. As individual we c· annot do it. But 

together all of us ~m w it. Let your Emergency Committee of Atanic Scient.i:s;ts 

set up a mammouth PEACE FAIR, as suggested above. Let the National Coromi ttee on 

Atomic Infonm. ti. on colleb orate wi fu tm Advertising Coumil to resolve the doubts 

a.nd fears, to' strengthen ih e hopes and will of the prople. The people knaw1 

that a Peace Treaty doesnot necessarily establish peace.. Nor will a. union of 

sovereign nations. The: people cry;: What doew spell peace? How is it written? 

Thomas Paine possessed the necessary i:rmgi.naiion to fire man's spirit 

into action in another time of revolution. Paine reached thEm wiih. "Common Sense," 

vhich found millionfo ld di stri bu tion in the then tiny .Amerio.an colonies; There are 

men and womm tad a.y v.ho know mat the score is ard who have the ability teD> c~pture 

the public imagina.ti on wi t )J; the help of your Committee of Atomic Scientists, with 

tile help of our advertising machinery·. We mobilized the home front, we bought 

bonds to finance e. monstroU$ and ro stly war. We em make it more thrilling to do 

similar things finally toe stablish peace~ An idea. can spread like prairie fire, 

can grow and thuni er like an avalanche and destro,y i:he: urge fOJr sovereignty, for power, 

for war ani build a world wl:a re decency, thoughtfulness and humr:ni ty prevail. 

Hitler knew the pragmatic character of' ideas: tha:t they he.ve iheir own 

motor pcmer, propellers, f1 ig;ht range. He skillfully sold ideas of possessiveness, 

cruelty, power. Our mili ta.ry vici:ory will agein prove vo rthle ss if ·we do not beat 

Hitler on tm psychological level and1g ain a victory for our ideas of justice, and 

of sharing a. Vl>:zrld; 



OPEN LETTER 10 EI NSTEIN - 6100- ~Friedkin 

1'Merely reading ooout the bomb, 11 you say, "p~romotes knowledge in the: mind, 

but only talk between men pro:motes feeling in the heart." Science has given us a 

tool which re aches the heart of man: radio. Radio .h.as a voice and people are respon-

siva to voices. Voi>ces have rhythm and i:one th t can synchronize vifu. man's drero:n.st. 

Franklin D. 

Voices are people·. Just as/Roosevelt never talked down to the people, radio's voice 

of information and discussii.on on the atom anl peace c an be one of dignity ani serenii?t'l• 

(It em save radio as well as the world ••••• ) I can see it sti rri.ng the people to a 

mighty march to gether, arme d with t he tools of peace. And fue picture has the beauty 

of the simplest and g randest beauty in the world: one af.' our limitless mid-western 

wheat fields, yellow wi fu ripe grain, swept by the ·wind in one vast wave. Man shall 

talk peace, understanl one a.nothe r and share the world's bounty in brotherhood and joy. 

Walt Whitman has given us .Americans the inspiration: 11Here at last is so:roothing 

in tm do1ings of man that ca·rresponds wi. th the broadcast doings of fue dey and night. 

Here is not mere ly a nation but a teeming nation of nations .• " And: "I speak ih..e 

password primeval. I give the si gn of denocra~. By Go::ll I will accept nothing 

vhich all cannot have thei. r counterpart of on fue same terms." 

Individually, or in groups, we shall be imp<l.tent to re a lize that inspir-

e.tion, As a fureign oorrespondent in Central Europe: I aiired to1wrd!t e no story that 

. 
sov1ed seeds ofinternational dissension. With several o:f my colleagues I tried to 

-~ly ---
interpret the evidel.lf perverse intent of .liB: Hitler. But people preferred to think 

him just a. buffoon. Are we gping to continue to abet the perverse forces, fue 

destructive energies by unconcerted a.cti.on'l 

You, tog ether with the Emergency Coi:Imi ttee af Atcs:nic Scientists and ih..e 

Advertising Council and such radio voices as Raymond Swing, Edward R. Murrow, Robert 

St·. John, Clifton Fadiman, Frank Kingdon, Ra;ymond Walsh, Emery Reves, Claude Pepper, 
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Henry A. Wallace, Harlow Shapley, Howard Fast, Charles Bolte, Bill Mauldin , Millard 

L~pel],, Henry Kais;er, Eric Johnston, Irving Berlin, Danny Kaye, Frank Sinatra, Eleanor 

Roosevelt, Mary Margaret MacBride, Helen GEJP.agen Douglas, Helen Hayes and others- for 

I am not attempting a definitive list - can take the necessar.f steps to organize 

and put into effect a core erted nat:i. onru sdvertising and education campaign. Not 

for a short peria!ll, but for ihe duration. ti:.t:lCit It must teach today's common sense: 

that there are no victors in atomic warfare, that peace iw necewsary md that it is 

attainable if we have the will ilJ' purchase it. This C!lll.pe.ign mould include all 

mm and women of good vi 11, all organizations earm stly working for a federated 

world at feace. It should be clear, specific md united. 

Let's get it started right awey. It is woefully late-- but not too late 

for reas::>n in overoome the evil af' do€'f!Ia 1 hysteria and inertia. 

Faithfully yours, 

Emily z. Friedkin 
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Dr. Rs.rold C. Urey 
ryniversity cf Chicago 
C~~c~go, Illinois 

Det:l.r Dr. Urey: 

As I told y-ou on the phone yesterd..'l.y afternoon, Professor 

1Unstein had just been talking to me .'l.bout the le~ 1 status of the 

Emergency CoMmittee of Atomic Scientists. He ;::. sked me to give you the 

eubstance of our conyersation. 

It is our understanding t~'lt the Emergency Co~ittee functions 

a. s c>n inforrn<:~.l nssociP.tion to aid the ~;"-tion9. l Committee on Atomic Infer-

rna. tion. Legnlly, it c::tn be considered a sub-committee of that orgp.nization, 

and is therefore t>."ble to make use of the tax-Pxemption privi leges gra.nted 

the }b,tion 1 Committee on .Atomic Information . Its main fu..'1Ct l on is to 

strengthen and i~lement the educr>tionr•. l ce..mpaign of the N~.tional Committee 

on Atomic In1or~.tion. All funds collActe~ by the EmergAncy CommitteA will 

be -.ssigned to the work of the Hati rmP. l ColTI!ittee on Atomic Infor!Il8.tion, 

a.s stated on the offici~.l receipt of the Emergency Committ ee '.V1:1 i ch goes to 

overy contributor for t::>x exemption r urposes . Under the se circumstances 

it did not seem nece<:~s~ry to incorporgte the Emergency Committee, or to 

f eel:: separate t~>..x exemption. 

The J.o~l responsibility of the me bers of the E ergency 

CommitteE" co>1. s is s in seeing that .'111 1r.oney collected ·.., .,J tro.t Connnittee 

is urned over to the Nat ion~ J. CorrunitteP on Atomic Infonne..tion for its 

work, 1'Tith +.he exception of <>uch gift ._ r.s W'Y P. s f'c'ficr>.lly E'PrT!Ul.rked 

by their donors for the ~ork of the Federation of .~mericnn Scientists. 

Any such gifts will be turned over to t h e Fedemt ion . lo bills of any 

sort are incurrP-d by the Emergency Committee, since ,.,_11 its expenses 

( inclu(l_ing printing, mailing , rent, telephone, sP.lnries of fund-r ising 

personnel , etc . ) are paid by the NationAl Committee on Atomic Infor~'l.tion. 

Should. this arrangement not seem adequate to you, it is Dr. 

Einstein 1 s e rnest hope t~~t ~s ~member of the Committee you will suggest 

what ever changes would. seem n.puroprinte . The whole subject CA.n then be 

laid before the meeting of the Emergency Committee, which I understand is 

pl~nned for some time in July. 

Sincerely yours , 

l:Pee.. A.~ 
Ti' 4.F j m Eileen A. Fry 

(over) 
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P. s. To date , June 29th, the Emergency Committe~ of Atomic 
Scientists has received $73,528 .55, of which $50,000 ~~s been 
aid over to the Nl'l.tionn.l Committee on Atornic Information . 

The b~lance, $23,528 . 55, is in the account of the Emergency 
Committee, in the First Nati onp,l Bank of Princeton, • J. 

In addition to the a bove totnl, the Emergency Committee 
hr>.s r eceived two checks for $100 each, specifically design~.ted 
for the FederBtion of Scientists. 
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Dr. Harold C. Urey 
5442 Hyde Park :Sl vd. 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Urey : 

November 25, 1946 

Are you planning to be in the East at any time 
between now and January 20th? There are possibilities of 
getting together small groups of people , both in New York 
and :Boston, at private dinners at which yo\~ presence would 
be very helpful. 

It is not necessary to make a trip especially but 
I would like to take advantage of your presence here,if you 
are going to be here and have a few hours to spare . 



HAROLD L. ORAM, INC. 
CONSULTANTS IN PUBLIC RELATIONS AND FUND RAISING 

EILEEN A . FRY 
Secretary-Treasurer 

8 WEST 40 STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

TELEPHONE LACKAWANNA 4 - 2520 

..... 98 

Dr. Harold C. Urey 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Urey: 

April 3, 1947 

I want to give you a brief acconnt of the pr oceedings at San Francisco 
las t week. There wer e about 200 p eople a t the dinner which was held at the 
St. Francis Hotel. Dr. Deutsch, Provost of the University of California 
was cha irman. The t a lks wer e given by Dr. Fowler(who came up f r om P~sadena 
a t the l~st moment to substitute for Dr. Pauling who fell ill in New York , 
a nd was un~bl e to ge t to the coa ~ t in time); Dr. Philip Morrison ; Dr . Hecht; 
a nd Dr. Szilard. Dr. Hecht gave some account of the ~ork, but there was no 
appeal for funds, by decision of the San Francisco Committee, in view of 
you r absence . They ha ve expr essed their intention of making a complete 
follow up asking for money from all who attended the dinner . There was no 
guest list , but everyone assured me that a distinguished, influential and 
weal thy group w~>s present ~ 

It ~s unques t ionably disappointing to everybody that you were unable 
to be pr es ent, and a number of expressions of sincere sympathy and regret 
were given me for you. Your telegram was read at the dinner and made an 
excellent impression. I want to thank you for sending it. 

Two conferences were held on the succ eeding days by the Northern 
California Associ~t i on of Scientists; one in Berkeley, a nd one in San Fran
cisco. Dr. Morr ison, Dr. Hecht and Dr. Szilard spoke at the first of these; 
the latter two only at the second. There were many questions on p roblems 
of international control raised, most of which were answered by Dr. Szilard; 
tha t was the liveliest part of the discussion. In my judgement the Atomic 
Scientists ma.de a distinct impression on: San Francisco life during the three 
days , and I am hopeful of a satisfactor y financial result. 

I considered carefully going down to Los Angeles to organize a committee 
there who might sponsor a similar dinner in Sout hern California. However , 
the uncertainty as r egards speakers decided me tha t it would be wiser to 
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wait a wh ile before doing this. There is a little work and interest 
going on down th ere already, and I believe tha t before we plan a 
successful major function it would be best to wa i t until you a re able 
to go, or else give very careful consideration to the auestion of a 
pos s ible substitute. 

I am enclosing a letter to you from Dr. Hansz en of Houston. 
This is th e long def erred answer to the letter you sent him in early 
February. I have had a copy made in this office of Dr. Hanszen 1 s 
letter, so that the file may be compl et e. I am also sending you a 
copy of a l et ter that Harold Oram recently received from Per cy Straus, 
of Houston, who has been the center of our activity down there. I 
think his letter makes quit e clear the actual reasons which prompted 
Dr. Hanszen 1 s decision. This question of Conant's attitude towards 
th e Connittee crops up in various places and causes difficulty when 
there is no t some person of at least equal sta ture and r eputation, like 
yourself, to reassure the doubters. Apparently the question of his at
titude was raised in San Francisco~fter they l earned that you were not 
going to be able to g~ Through the efforts of Dr. Szilard, a general 
benediction was secured from Dr. Karl Compton from Honolulu, which re
assured some minds apparently. 

I hope these details are not annoying to you at this time. I bring 
them to your attention so that you may be informed of the genera l pictur~, 

though I well understand it is not in your power at the moment greatly to 
parti cipa.te. You have the warm and very sincere wishes of Harold Oram 
and myself, and our hopes that you will soon again feel free to give your 
quite invaluable help to th e job of the Committee. 

Very sincerely, 

EF/t 
En c. 
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December 8, 1947 

Dr. Harold c. Urey 

Dear Dr. Urey: 

In case you have not alreaay seen it, I am enclosing a copy 
of the current mail appeal sent out during the last week of November 
to about 90,000 names . 7his mailing is doin~ '~11; in the first ten 
days '~ have received 1300 contributions totalling almost exactly 

13,5009 and the returns are still coming in heavily. A l ar ge number 
of requests for reprints of the fo lder have also been received. 

In view of the distinct success of t his appeal , we should 
like t o mail out the same material to further lists as soon as possib le. 
It seems likely that up to 25,000 additional names can be secured imme
diately. 

Dr . Szilard suggested that before doing this we should enquire 
whether any of the trustees object to our repeating this mailing. He 
himself has no objection to this material going to further lists. If 
you for any r eason do not wish this letter or folder used again, will 
you please indicate your ob ject i on to J~r. t~ inett, or to me at 8 West 
40th street .. :NYC (Lackawa.nna 4-2520), not later than Friday , December 12. 

If no objections are received by that date, we shall assume 
that the trustees are willing to have Professor ]l: inste tn•s letter, 
with the reprint of his Atlantic r.conthly article, sent to such further 
lists as we consider suitable. 

EAF :mr 
Enc . 

• I 

Sincerely yours ., 

Eileen A • . lt'ry 
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March 16, 1948 . 

Dr. Harold C. Urey 
Institute f or Nucl ear Studi es 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Urey: 

I think you may be interested i n the 

enclosed memorandum f rom Harold Oram on a conversa-

tion he had this morning with Dr . Zlotowski. 

Sincerely yours, 

enc. 

EAF:ja 



March 16, 1948. 

Our\rriend offered the following advicet 

•1. That the form of tho conference should be changed owing to 
the non-participation of the . ssians. The fora of the 
conference should. be a gathering or nuclear physicists to 
diaeuss all develo?Jlents in their field, &. part or which would 
be, of course, the question of international. control of Atomic 
energy. 

2. that in its OTigina.l fom with the Russians not participating, 
it would be merely another effort in which the Russians do not 
participate an would le d to the same e:nds.a i.e., propaganda 
against the Russians. 

5. That th-e reason f or the Russians turning down the original pro
?')sal ..,as SUJmed up by r. ~bassador a s follows1 If our 
seieati ts get together with other scientists they will present 
aur viewpoint which is all known and which I flatter my&elf I 
have presentoo capably heretof ore, so obviously nothing new c~ 
come of it. 

4. Our friend has cable to Europe to see if he eau find a few 
scientists East of the iron curtE.i n • ho oou d participate with 
him in the originally pro-posed conference sine he does not feel 
that he wants to be the sole representative of that. certain point 
of view. He will have an answer to his cables by the end of thia 
week at which time he will get in touch wtth ae and acq aint me 
or any of the committee members in •e~ york. 

Harold 1.. Oraa 

• Russians would still not participate. 
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l' rch 27 1 1948 

Dr . arold C. ·re 
ergencJ "ommittee of ~tomic bcientis+;s 

126 East 59 ·treet 
Chicago 37, llinois 

De r Dr . Ure : 

I s·ou d like to make a brief report - u on the pro ress 
of the dinner for r. Condon o :Jon day .pril 12th. s far as I now, 
the eak crs are: yourself , Dr. Butc ins and r. Condon. I un er-
stand that you have written to 5ene.tcr ::c"ehr::c inviting him to t a ke art, 
and that Secretar Harriman has remised to send a me ssa e if he cannot 
be resent hilr.s _.lf . 

As egar s someone to e.ke the financhL appeal, si 1ce 
Dr . Gustavson cannot be present, I think it is best to defer decision 
for e. few da;ys until we h~ewe a c earer _::>ictvre of who o r guests are 
likely to be. The rese r vations have only just started coming in. 

Dr. Condon has called me severe. times this week , an has 
eac time expressed gre:!t satisfaction wit . tis who e reject. He 
v.as pleased at the size and membership of th'3 Sponsorjn Committee; 
sa.id that your ett r of invitation presented the matter in just the 
vra that he would have wishe , and in enera.l seems to attach ;;reat 
importmce to this dinner as a emc .• stration not only of confi ence 
in him but, more impor t ant, of disgust at the ::net:bod., of the rouse 
Committee . 

I belj eve that his counse , ;-r • .£be 'ort (ls, is calling a 
press conference to a or 'unday, stipulating that t he results appear 
in · ·onday•s pa er s . This wjll ma e 1 I thi k, an effective tie-i 
with the re ease ~e sent out est '3 rda.y w .ich is a so for :'o. c ay• s 
pa ers. I am enclosi1 g a copy. It went to eadi ng evrsp ers all 
ove r the country and to the chief wire servi ces and co umnists. 

11 the membe c of the Spon&orjnb Committee have received 
a copy of the invitation together with a coverj ng etter urgint; them 
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t.v a tl;c d the • i .r.er if t e ' are in or neo. 1· ew Yor:{ at tha t U !:11:1 . 

_s hilgs s-:.et d row, t e "Slneq;t: c Cor•1l.'lithc i~ li::Cel· to 
get a ..,ov1 ea -.f favora le u L . dicating effect 0 

VB acti n . 
f'l.rounC. Lhe t:i:nc o t e c' i t,ner . .me,,, er t:-;p-"- if the Trusle'3s 
ae;re e on "'- , ..,•1. te' ~ t , it wi te "'::o t ,e Pn:cs o :,mr'la' , 
Apri l t , for ·:onda morning's apers . 1en ~Ionda night v·il e 
t e C.inr..er, vrhic, ough to :::,0t a f.,OO ea of atte. ti::>n in Tuesca' 's 

a..?ers . Thcsa a e , of cou1·se , twu uite distinct activitie& _, but 
the wil react f a.vorab y o en.ch t:r.e~· . 

I cnnn t ret "on~ 9J:1 r estimate o.s vO "\"h t t e )robe.~ 0 f"
u~nciu return to t:re ::ullctin •Till be . :::'his depe~ ds on t e 6uest 
l:.st which is of ourse vcr f:-?.e;nentar.J so fur. 

:='his ta been a w:::ry oor rr:oEth f j a.n ia -.t , owine; to ot r 
inabi l.:.. t :r to al-.::oom~i>, as et, the Inter atianal Go"_fercnce , and 
the efore to ask f r one to flnance ot . .:;: think ::.-: is essentie. 
Lhe.t f, defir ito €chi n G r~ac1 ed as to t e -..v-l sdom of hal i:J. t :.s 
Confere ce, if ossiblo , efore the next Trustees' l:ee l !lg, and that 
5 Stateme L e i ssue at that i.11e def i ning the stand of the Co!Tllllittoe 
an roposir.~o; the Conf erence ( lf it is deci dad to i it o ~ conversel , 

B.l:in o c ear •' imp ics.t i 31 wh such a Conference would be use ess . I 
trust tLa"';; th se vo.ri::>us Ina ttcrs can be wor ed out on sche ule. 

dinner . 
Sunde.• 

I vil keep ' ou in orr s C. of 
A r oom has been reserved for 

eve l o to.ents as regar d the Condon 
.J l s.L Lhe ote l "'"'i ltmore for 

e Con ono · i. a. sc be s ta' i... there . 

incl)re ours 11 

~. S . ?rida_y ' s e...YJ.d to P<:f' s dinne reserva i ns tota sevent~r , which 
is a good s ar.. . I have j ust hearC. that Farrison Bro has 
a.r .·au c:;~ d ·ri th ""er e ~ill e r to .ma.k t c a. ea • 

.t • . ::nr 
~·Ilc. 
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April 17, 1948 

LEO SZILARD 

V. F. WEISSKOPF) 

~88 

Mrs • c Carmi ck 
Secreta ry to Dr. Urey 
University of Chi cago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Mrs. 1'LcCormick: 

Vould you please ask Dr. Urey to sign the 
enclosed l etter of thanks to IYirs. v'fi lla.rd H. Durham, 
whose letter is attached, or, if he does not care for 
this letter, to write Mrs. Durham another? She has 
been a generous friend to the Emer gency Committee of 
Atomic Scientists for nearly two years, and headed 
up the whole effort in San Francisco last year. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

~A.1ry ~ 
EAF :mer 
Enclosures: Letter fr om ~~s . Durham 

Letter of thanks to Mrs. Durham, with carbon 
ECAS receipt # 20510 for .~250 



r~ . .ill.ard 1 . urha.m 
610 tooilinont Avenue 
L rkeley 8~ California 

c r .-:.rs • ...., urhum: 

1. uy J. s en<l o ray ;arm t anks for yo ur gift 
dlf t u hl.Jldred ~n 1ifty doll!.\ r in support of' the 
b ulletin o tt~u •,touic !:..ciantista. ·: hi'. , as yet know • 
\HIS i ncl uded in t .o ~ui'l..e ub· t"ntie. l e;Ut which we 

e r e a ole to pres nt t o t e .uulletin e.-.; the dinnor ir~ 
.,nor of ur • .... dwttra u. t..ondonil1 LoTI l:ork City last 

wee • 

1 s h oula l ike to t~Kc this opportunity to 
convey to you the 8incere t.tp_t}rociation of Dr . Condon 
for your co .t fiden ce i n him~ a nd for yo ur 'condemnntion 
of the .methoos of t.1e iouse Lornmittee on n - A•(Iorican 
Acti viti s a s ex res sed in your long- L.wnce a a ocilition 
ith tl e dinner hel i n h is honor . 

n (,u' c f 
.c.nclosure 

!,incerely yours . 

1.a rold c. 'Jrey 



610 Woodmonl Avenue 
Berkeley 8, California 
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Dr. Harold C. Urey 
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1126 East 59th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Urey: 

April 17, 1948 

I imagine you have already received the original 
of the enclosed carbon copy from Judge Robert Wilkin · , 
Chairman for the Workers for vwrld Security in Clev·;land. 
I have sent him two copies of the Princeton Statement of 
the Emergency Committee which was issued April 12th, in 
the hope that he will go ahead and get the Cleveland 
newspapers to pubhsh it in full. I have also advised 
him that it would not be possible to have the Statement 
altered to include an endorsement of the iorlcers for 
ior ld Security sli1ce the various Trustees who signed 
it were nov1 widely sce.ttered. 

EA} :mer 
Enc . 

Sincerely yours, 
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Emerg ency Committee of Atomic Sci ntists 
1126 .;.!. • 59th bt . 
Chicago 37, Ill. 

My dear Mr. ~rey: 

I am vriti _g you to let you kno . t hc t t he 
editors of the papers in Clevel :and ha ve ex}iressed 
a "' illingness t o publish the s tatement as v. a s 
made on t he· r~dio oune1 · :Y n i ;;:h t a l.lin g on he 
people of thev,orld to rise up and form a v. orld 
government v•i th or ·t i thou Russ i a in : ime t o s ave 
civilization . If you ~ould be ~illing in this 
Sth t emert to enthusi a stically endor se w~rkers f or 

V.or ld Security, I think it ~. ould be hel;>ful in 
get c1n0 many of our pl !}d g ':e .... l •lnkS r e turn ed th r:· t 
are partially -'illed and still 1n t he h ands of 
\· orkers. 

r. Ho .ard, ~resident of th Edi or ' 
Association of America, v:ho is a sponsor of this 
or anlza tl.on, ,. 'tll h a ·1e , s +-.h t;ue t of honor on 
his right fresiuent Truman at their dinner next 
week . .c. t this i: irne Mr . Ho ";' c- rd 1 ~ pla...· .. ming t o 
arrang e •.: ith the PresiC.ent to r e c i ve the thous ds or names that h ave e~n plt-d g~d t o -r ... : pu rpo s e of 
t is organization. At the same time a repre s~nta-
ive o f every forE!l gn coLntry v.i ll "' h ere t o 

l l a:.>h t he ne ts of t his organ i zation t o . "~~- r or ld . 
It has alre ay been ~rr arlg ed t.h;,, t t h e ne~ s r l ease 
" Dd broadcasting com~~ies will cooperate in en
deavoring to get the pe ple of the · .orlC. tc ri s e 
up and aemand ~ v:·orld government so strong that 
v,ars c ~nnot exist. 

An ything thLt you coul d do to h elp cry~~~lize 
the desire oehind this organization ':". ill be ~ reatly 
apprecia ted. 
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I N C ORPORATE D 

118 N A SS A U STR EET, PR IN C E TON, NE W jERSEY 

Dr. Herold C. Urey 
The Institute for Nuclear Studies 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Deer Dr. Urey: 

April 21, 1948. 

Professor Einstein has asked me to submit 
to you the enclosed draft of the proposed fund-raising 
letter wbi ch we should like to send out with the recent 
Ste tement. 

This letter res been already approved by 
him and, in his opini on, if you approve the letter also, 
it ca n go out wifuout the further formality of submitting 
it to the entire Board of Trustees, which would inevitably 
cause a 1 ong delay. If you are in agreement with t his, 
and approve the letter, will you please ask Mi ss McCormack 
to call me collect at Lackawanna 4-2520. If you have minor 
changes to su ggest, she can perhaps give them to me over 
the telep hone. If not, would it be possible for us to 
mee t when you are in New York this Friday? I am very anx
ious to get this mailing out as quickl y as possible, since 
funds are very low. 

Sincerely yours, 

EAF: ja 
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INCORPORATED 

118 NASSAU STREET , PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Miss Lucille McConnaok 
Secretary to Dr. Urey 

April 21, 1948. 

The Institute for Nuclear Studies 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Miss McCormack : 

I have just now sent by airmail a 
draft of a proposed fund-raising letter on which 
I need Dr. Urey's OK. Anything you can do to 
bring this to his attention and to get his deci
sion on it with a minimum of delay and to convey 
his decision to me by telephone will be most 
deeply appreciated by 

Yours gratefully, 



April ~8, 1948 

Mrs . Eilee ~ A. F'ry , 
Room 512 , 8 West . 40th Street , 
liew Yorl{ , N . Y. 

Dear Mrs. Fry: 

Dr. Urey si;;ned t he letter of thanks to !Ji.rs . Durham 
i'hich you sent out, and I se!lt it on April 21 . 

Thank you for taking care of the Cleveland Workers 
for ";;orld Security matter . I am writing a letter t h i.s 
afternoon to Judge Wilkins for Dr . Urey's signature when 
he returns to Ch .cago tomorrow . He told me to say 
' ust ?.bout what you have already told them - that we 

would be glad to have the statement pnblished, but that 
it would not be possible to alter it to include an 
endorse:1ent of the i r group . Do you J.mow whether the 
Cleveland papers did publish the statement? 

Sincerely yours , 

Lucille McCormick 



EILEEN AVERY FRY 
1901 - 1948 



IT WAS our common activity for the Emergency Committee of 

Atomic Scientists which brought us together. Her sensitive 

understanding of situations and of people was as unmistakable 

as her seliless devotion to a task of high importance. Their effect 

was to create that absolute mutual confidence which is so rarely 

found where human beings are working together. 

She was passionately devoted to her task; the energy with 

which she gave of her strength bordered on the heroic. People of 

her kind are often felt by their less seltlessly disposed fellow 

men as a silent reproach to themselves. But she could never give 

rise to such a feeling: her zeal was unobtrusive, her speech was 

always modest and full of humor. 

Now she has been taken from us; and the wisdom and intel

ligence which she brought to our day-to-day tasks will be sorely 

missed by everyone in our group. 
To those of us who survive her, what remains is a happy 

memory, and that intangible but abiding influence which a 

person of her rare qualities leaves behind. 

Princeton, N. J. 
May 13, 1948 

ALBERT EINSTEIN 
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