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TERI?' ~ORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

The District Officer, 
Milne rlay District, 
SAMARAI. 

I•· Rt'p~y 
l'fras. (!1"1/, 

1\(J, 67 - 0 

Sub-District Off!~?, 
Misim~ Sub-District, 
BW GAOIA. 
~6th No~emver, ~962. 

NO. 2 of 62/63 - SUDEST ISLAND. 

There is 11 ttle I can ac r] 0 my co~ 1ents covering Sudest 
trol Report No. 3 of 1960/61. T e co1 •ca ti-ms rem in uuchaneed. 

Snd st w s to he patro 1 ed L li'ebru ry/l-~ rch l'"'s but 
unfortunetely due to .staff changes the pc.trol a n t i;ake place. 
The Island has be~n visited ~everEil time'i th1s .. vear by our of~icers 
but there has 0nly been the one netrol. 

J do nut nticipr te tm)· tfficulty in increasing the num er 
of patroi to ~wo 8 ye~r as reco~n~~dod n your 67-1-6 of th 
27th Ap· 1961 • 

. he !'uture dcve o,ment of \,.U~ Islnnd w".11 h~ diffjc Jlt. The 
pop11lation is sparse nd wHh Ros~el I«-.. ( p~ 1 f 9r;, it leP. ·res ln 
~hi· uU -District a tot 1 of 3,316 people to~ rought into 
Local Goverr ment ad 1inj s r tion. There tl'"'Ul be rr:M4Y pr-'3c t en l 
dil'f1~l1ltias in establishing n Locel Govert.u ent Council in the 
Sudes·-Ross9l 8re for some ti~e to com~. 

The scJ.u t ion for immed i'"' te ec onornic d. eve] o pmen ~ i.... ~he 
consolidation of the V. A. C. s on the is land. They colild do 
much to encour ge coconut plr.n ings and to edt.ca.te the 1)e'Jple 
again~t the burning of the ir erassl nds . 

As yo know ,le ~ines Department is to send their Chief 
Mining Asc-fstant to .. 1.:!. 1ne B ./ to survey the nntive mining potGntiaJ. 
Sudest ls. should rece ve hjs eqrly attenti~n a , I £eel, there 1 
a latent native minin !ndust~y on his Isl nd. 

Tr.e me.·~k'3tin·· .:> um ( .. e ... s t he ~ nrol"l1em a1a co·1Ud thin 
matter be investig" ed ·.y th . 1 r'rntine Div5sjon of he Deparr.m nt 

f Agrj.cultu e. 

r. For ~ , Cadet Pntrol o~fjcer, has wri• e 
supplirnentary report ~nrl his as:~es~ ments of .he ,. r 

Another g od patrol completed y Mr. Y.cLachlan. 

exce ] n 
~re good . 

or your infor n ion, ple~se. 

~,L~~ 
(C, G . LI~ 

. sfist n ~ iftrjct O~ cer. 





1is1Ma f~trol Ne~ 2 of 1962-63. 

Introd. ctio"l: 
Tl1e .3udest Islaud Census Divisior.. was : ast 

patrolled in May, 1961 when a tax collection was nu~de by 
Mr. 11:.tler, Assistant Disi:.rict Officer. The last censu.s 
patrc1l was in October, 1960 By Mr. R. Smith, Patrol Officer. 
There have bean no recent M6dica"!. Patrols but freq.11ent 
visits are made to Aid Posts by both the Medical Assistant 
and nativo Medical OrderlieH. 

Thi~ recently conduct d patrol, vhich ~s 
ccompanied by Mr. R. Forth, Cadet Patrol 0Ctioer

1 
conducted 

a census, collected ·cax and made a brief medical nspection 
in each village and carried out routir ... e Adrr.inistrut1on. · 

DIARY. 

MoQd&X 8th Octobe~. Departed Bwagaoia ~er M.v. Tava at 
6855 fo1 Griffen 1--oint (Sudest) via Catholic ?itlsston Nimoa. 
Accompanied by C.P. O. Forth and A.O. 1urr1e. Arrlved lit 
Griff n Point 1715. Meeting held with all ava1:able 
Village Officials and informed them vf patrol's programme. 

Tu~~ay 9fh October. Collecto ta.x from Mr. R. Sonner'a 
I&. ur pr (\r to his dE.parture for ~ra1. ilso spoke to him 
re a trsding licence tor th~ 'Redbill'. (oee patrol instructions 
and bod7 of this report). Departed at v930 par Teva for 
Rambuso arri vin& at app:-:-oximately 1200. Verv re · peoi:le in 
attendance and therefore arranged for census the following 
morning. tielf ancl ! ti'. Forth to hamlet of qambusc1 for 1nspevt1on. 
rr·1ence c. . 0. to l1ethod1st Mission and self to inspect the 
remaining t o aml.ets. In reasonable condition but roads poor. 
Orders given to ~lean up same. 

Weg.nesdat lOth October. C~nsu revised and t~{ collected 
from Ra.I!l usv vill3.g'9. Heard some rdno""' complai;rits Vhich were 
settled on the spot. Investig&ted claim from Methodist 
t:issionary ot a hild marriage. Departed 1330 per Tava ror 

WIMBA arriving & 1530. This hamlet consisted of two hous 
with a to~al or seven people 1n rs sidence . Census ravised and 
tax collected. est douse had fallen d~wn some time previously 
an1 a new one had not been built. Ar. far as th people we'.".9e 
~on~arn&d this provided one of the csst jokes that they had 
heard f0r some time. Re~urned t the Tava and ::>lept on boar 
it being too late to proceed. 

:rhursriay llt_O:.to er. ueparte Wit 1 C\.t 0730 anu arrived 
KAcl'.r POIN'r at 1000. ~ensns re .. i"ision and t?~ collec ~1011 ~ 
together with talks and medic ·J. in~pe t on. C.P.O. Forth 
~o inspect t wc hamlets whic ~ere in ood condition. 8elf 
heard numerous comrlaints, made very difficult by the lack of 
a gooa inte~preter. However ev.ntually al! settled. 1.v. Tava 
).ert patrol at this stage Ea.n'i returned to Bwagaoia. 

i. iJay 12th Octobe-r.. Departed "' ~ PCINT at 0755 and walked 
to the other- side of island where e nbarked on 1:anoes. Canoed 
for 2t hours in sailing canoe (4 ho'1.rs conventional canoe) 
and then walked 20 minutes to REWE. VjlLage all but deserted, 
the people all being across t11e tay at a feas • ·."illage and 
Rest House area in a shocking condition. When the eople 
event11ally arrived the place was cleaned up under supervision. 
T~is tock the rest of the afternoon. 

Jaturday ljj;h Cc~cib.Q.!:. ensus ru: tax colloct on of 
Usual talks. tl~ara c< mplaints Mr. Forth to '11 amoamba plantation 
(Mr. illiams). Jel to inspect hamlets snuthern side of 
bay. All reasonable with some good housing. oads not so 
good however and orQe!' s gi van to clean t.o.e 'l ip Le.t j nes 
to be constructed. Pr ceeded across Dumaga ,ay to hamlet of 



.. 
I 

Pa.gy 2. 

Dalala , me-c C. P. o. arid inspGctect :r...amlet a.ad Aid Po~t both 
of vhic:h were quittl good. Departed at 15'00 by foot ror 
JURU arriving at 1645'. 

/ 9unday l~th Octobe~. Observed at JURU. 

~ndv 15th Octobe-;r. Tax and census 01' JURU. Inspected 
~ vllage and heard COlllJ' !.aints - al 1 f)f wt.J.ch were minor. Village 

in reasonable order and housing good. c.P.O. Forth proceeded 
ove~. land to inspect one s:nal.l hamlet which w.s in good order. 
Self proceeded b7 canoe to PANTAVA meeting Mr. Fo~th an route. 
Lett canoe approximately half hour's valk from sq.in village ot 
PABTAVA. Inspected tvo·hamlets en route. c.P.O. inspe ed a 
third haalet 15' minutes tDom ?Dain village. Self inspected 
PANT.lV • All in order. 

Jlifday 16th Oct~~· Census revised and tax collected at 1ta1lr 
(VA. tfSual t s and medical inspection. No complaints. 

Departed at approx1111.tely. 1030 by ~anoe tor POMEL.l, arrivi:lg 
at 1200. Census revis9d Nld ta% coll cted~ Usual talks and 
medical insp ct1on. On complaint settled. Inspected village 
vhich, altho~ n~t vary attractive was clean and tidy vi:th 
good housing. There were previously two hamlets but thoae have 
now joiiled together to torm the largest single village on 
Sudest. 

Wtdnofd.&I t'~t octeer. o~~arted 0730 by canoe tor ' daua 
arriv ng a36,eluding ·20 minutes walk across peninsule~. 
M.V. Yelang1i1 in bay with A.D.O. on board - visited. C~aus 
revised ed tax coilected at MADAUA. Usual talks and Mdical 
inspection. Hea~d complaints and 1n~pected hamlet. V1,1tad 
Madaua Plantation and collected tax from labourers. 

~lY:Sday 18th Oc,ober. . Departed e+. 0800 1n the M. V. Uni 
la.iidl7 providea y Mr. T. S1gamata and vent to JELEWAGA. Self 
disembarked and Mr. Forth continued on and inspected three 
~.:aml ts around the bay belonging to Madauo. All round to be 
aatiaf ctory. Heavy rain tell for the rest ot the day ma~ing a 
censue an t collection impos;;ible. Heard tw co plaJ.nttt 
both or which eoncerned small debts. Canoed ror halt hour 
and inspected t~ree Jele'1faga hamlets. Housing good but villsge 
ar as to be clsane6 up. Returned to Rest House. 

Fri«a> 19th O~tooe+ - ~ Census 1'evisio~ and t~ collectiou or 
JEL31~.AGA.. f1a1.ks as usual and medical inspec i.on. Departee at 
1215' overlan.'-. ror Griffen o'!!~ arrivj.ng at 1515' arte:r 
inspe~tin th:&ee ~mall hamlet~ or Jele-vaga and NAt·LIL village 
near Griffen Point. Road across the island axcept1.onally good. 

oaturrlay 2oth October. The people of tl~ villages close to 
Grftten Pc.nt ="lfANrlIL) CEclILA and TAR.A.NOIA ware rou d to be all 
at Rambus~ a~tendin th opening of e new cPurch~ Th$y had 
previously been tol of th~ patrol's intended arrival at 
Griff~n Point. iil- i.orth inspected the village of Gesila and 
self Tarangia. All in good condition with a good standard of 
housing. During the afternoon spcke with a nur.!l1er or people 
eoncerning mass :nigrat 1.011 from Nanhil viD.ag because of 
sorcery (sea Body of Report). 

Sunday 2lst Octobe~. 

·\Jnday 22nd Octo~er. 
to return from Ram o. 
that were ~va1l~bl 

60serred a t Griffan l o ·nt. 

op nt at Griffen Poiu waitin or people 
Discussions wi h all \t'ill ge Offi ci a.l.s 

_I 
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TJlffdfZ 2,lrd Oc ober. Departed Griffen Point at 0700 anl 
~ e 3 houi·s to ...JBl.BALIA. Road satisfactory. Census 
revised and tax collected. Talks as usual and medical a 
inspection. Heard two complaints. Yfl Forth inspectod hamlet 
approximately J.e Dd.nutes walk form m.11n village. Both villages 
ware round to De 1n go\>d order. Retui·ned by canoe to Grit! en 
Point arriving at i700 • 

'!t.!d.neaday 2~th Octoblr· Griffen Point people had all 
returned troa Ra•b'1so and so re•1•ed cenaus and collected t ax. 
from village• ot IANHIL, GESILA md ~ARANGIA. Usual talks 
g1ven 1 aild Mdical 1na,.ct1on. No complaints . 1200 departed 
tor. J'OLANDI bJ cuoe arri vine at 1330. Villa1e co11stable 
not 1n attendance. c.nsus revised and tax collected. Talk~ 
as usual. Heard one co•plaint• Self; inspected ~!llat;e and 
Mr. Forth to s•ll hull.et 15 m:Ulutea tDom main villqe. Both 
satistact0J7. R turned to G~itteri Pcjnt riving at 19l+o. 

T!fosday f!P Octo~er. 0800 set f'Clrth in ••J.l oanoes tor 
P ON Ial so• to 8 11:1.les a.istant. A.t~er apprcx1utel7 
lt-Oo yards abando:loo the tt.ttempt aa bE.1ng too hazard ua. 
1330 departed Gritten Poin. t tC'r BBUU·IA by canoe al on« thit 
coast. Arrived at 1600. 

lrj.dat 2~th On38ber. Departed Ebabalia at 0615 tor Western Pt. 
arrivi1 at O • Cens-w> reviaod and tax collected. TRI.kc 
as usu&l.. One complaint settled. Inspected village '811. h ns 
in good condition. M. V. Tava arrived at 1600. .~'barkftd ~ 
vent to Jf1moa Catholic Mission.. Collect.cl tax trom Mission 
workers. · 

Mi1Jfii2"th ~<;-.,Q..l!U.• Departed Nimoa at OIOo and 'tMtlt to 
Uili a.~ :~ -LYing at 09,.30. Uensus rwv1sed and 't&;r. oollacted. 

Ta:Lks as u~wU~ 1'o oomplalnts. Villages ina~cted and 
general appearance sa·: .. 1.ractory. Houaes althoU&h newly 
constructed. vere ot. good. end orders wrf.) issued that in 
.:uture all bo\lBes con t z·ucted were to ba larger and of more 
substmtial constn')t6or1. . Departed at 1500 per T va and 
vent to Grass Island. ~(·wo Court for Native Matta-rs heard and 
two conY1ct1ons •de. .lddressad tlle vhol-:, village at request 
or councillor on their obligations re Tillage ~1eanliness and 
hOusing. 

Grass Island ~t 0(15 and 
1230. 
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Mislroa P~trol No. 2/62-63. Pa.ge l+. 

The r~neral situation on ~ud~st Island app~r ntly 
r . ins t h same, as conditions now are exac t ly similar to 
those reported by PA~rol Otfic r ,!lit in his report No.3/60-61. 

Th 3 Sud.est Island&r ~ontinuea to ba pro-Administration 
lazy lackin in initiative. With rega d to the lat4r in 
partic r, although he will talk tor hour<> he will not 
express opinion ot any so~t and no amount of' ennourage119nt 
will get m to do so. This makes it d tfictlt to know 
exactl7 t the people are thinking but their general 
behaviour 11 th i-egar<1. to tax colloctions, carrying a.~d ·..,"'a patrol 
in general mak it obvious that there is a genaral good faeli:J.g 
towards tna Administr t1on. 

Hany minor ('Omplaints wore brought before the 
patrol, mainlt s ~l debts, and these wera all adjusted 
arblta.rily with no trouble being experi~nced. In faet I 
-uuld sa7 that the majority 'W'Ould have been settled in any 

case 1 as there ppaar-1 to be no 111 reeling at all between 
partl s and the novelty of appearing bGtore a ;.Jagiatrate ~oo 
great to rt3s1at. 

Sorcecy and auperstit.lor.. continue to play a large 
part 1L. the life or a Sudest Islander. One case was brought 
to the notive of the patrol but it had occurred soL» months 
previously and the people ware 1·aluctant to discuss it. 
Hovever DOst or the facts cams to 11,ht and the JDE\tter ~1 
righted itself and no action was taken. Practi~ally all 
villages haYe their ·~1gmen~, 1n wealth, influenc& and the 
practice or sorcery and it is when these lDen clash that 
trouble occurs. This occured in the ca'le mentloned above 
and pract1call7 the,whole of Nanhil village migrated. When 
this happened it appears that a halt in proceedings vas 
agreed upo , t he people return d and life \;ontiuued as usual. 

Village Ot~iciale: 

Village Constables and ~ouncillor~ see~ to have 
a good knowledge of t.hei ,,- dutias and the ret·resher course 
conductsd by Ml-. Sttdth i n 1~60 has had a gocd effect. A f'ev 
Councillors are still not fully conversant wi~h the role that 
they are supposed to pl ay and t.hese were once again instructed, 
individually, ae · -..> their duti '\S . These hovevar. were in tt11e 
minority~ The majority or Village Con3tables obviously had 
good control over their peoyle and their area were in good 
order. ill were partim1larly helpful at'ld every co-operation 
was ~iven to the patr1Jl. Thar3 were howev~i· one or t-wo cases, 
i11 particulnr Juru, where the Village constable obviously 
had no say whatever in village affairs. the Juru Village 
constable ~or instance kept well in the backf round and one 
would not h~ve kno1"11 wtiather there wa a Village Constable or not. 

fillage _;_ 

Vill ages and he letsl of which there were many, 
wars all inspected and nea iy al fo und to be satisfactory. 
The excoption y•as qEW'] were a fe~ t was in progress a~ the time 
of the pat rol' s arrival. The Vil age Con~tablo had bGen told 

I _ I 
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personally some three weeks before hana of the patrol's 
visit but nothing ha~ bee~ done. The arda was cleaned 
up under upervision during t he day. 

Housing was general ly or a good stanl1ard .. 
'With houses being much larger than reqn!red . However on 
Piron Island the hou q , although comparatively n~w, were 
or a pr,or standard and orders were issued to have this 
CQrrecterl. OthEJ:r than this only odd houses w~re ordered 
repajred o~ renewed. 

With the excep ·ion of the Best House at Ea~t 
Po:l.nt Which vaa 1n a state of collapsa, all Rest Housos 
were ln good condition ~ This reflects the good r eling 
towards the Administration as thAy are appar~ntly 
mai~tained constantly.despite l ittl e use by Ad&lli"ist~at~0n 
Officers. Very li i tle new work was evident in them. 

Roads ll"'d Cartl!!li: 

Most travelling on dudest is done by canoe and 
consequently vaost of the roads are neglected, except at the 
t;ime ot a patrol's v:t.sit. or the roads that the patrol 
trav9lled over most ware in good condition having bean cleaned 
one or two days previously. Near &e.s ·~ Point and Juru 
however nothing had been done and urdors. were issued fQr 
the cleaning up ot sane. 

The roads across the island from Po100la, 
Madaua and Jelewaga to Griffen Point are an exception 
and ara usually maintained b~cause or the large volume of 
trarr1e that they c~ry. 

Carriers and canoes were raadlly provided and 
no d1tt1culty 7 except at Griffen Point where the ma.jority or 
people vere at nambu~o at the opening of a ne church, was 
~xper iencad·. 

Colllplaints: 

As statnd previously m&'ly mino~ complaint~ were 
brougl.t before the patrol. These were mainly debts and 
were settled arbtrarily with no apparent ill reeling 
between the ,ar·ties. · 

No Court for Native Ma~ters cases were heard 
and t.b.e peo le seem very law abiding. 0ne land dispute 
was broug lt up. This concorned peopl~ collecting gum on 
another's land but wt.en the complaint was in~estigated 
it was f'olllld ~he.t. a mistake a~ to whore the gum wa~ being 
collectea had been made, and no infringement o Lu._ usage 
rights was being made. Lmd is very plentitul on Sudest 
vJ.th only i~.8 persons per squ~re mile and no land disputes 
should occur. 

It was tho't4ght that there could oossibly be 
more trouble over women, because of an obvious surplus of 
single men, b~t although the matter was lookad 1nto, ~ha only 
complaints brougat forward wore two cases of wif9 st~aling, 
both cf 1hich were settled amicably • 

A; Rambuso the Methodist Missionary complained 
or the marriage of' a glrl aged 13 years. rhe 1• sition was 
explained "\llci the parties a5reed to postpone the u rriage 
Wltil thF.t girl left school in 12 monthf' time. Whether they 
will abide by th1~ agreem3nt r emains to be seen. 
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PERSONAL TAX 

l'fle r asons for personal taxation ann taxation 
generally were explained 1n each vi l lage prior to the tax 
collection.. The peopl h. 'JS :1ad this explained to tnem by 
many previous patrols and should have been fUlly aware of 
why they paid tu. However fU.rther explenatior.L was given 
with the hope ~hat .!ln even clear~r picture might be obtained 
by them. 

Tax was paid "fdllingly and all called upon to nay 
dld so and no trouble wa~ exJieri need. A.mounts collected · 
in each village are ~ >0"1ll hereunder: 

East PGint ~38 Pamela :£64 
Ebabalia £26 Pantnva £4-0 
Gesila £38 r!ron Is. £36 
JeleYS.ga £82 Rarnbuso £104 
Jolandin £L~ Rawe £114 
Juru ~28 Tarangia £24 
Madaua .60 War.tern Pt. £38 
Na.'lh.11 £44 Wi~be £ 6. 

Total £ 790. 
A total of 110 exemptions we~e issued. 

AGRI~ULTURE AND ECONOMig DEVELOP? NT 

~ubs'lstencei 

Food was in plentiful upply during the patrol's 
visit and tha people appear to be relying lass and less on 
sago as a 8taple diat. GardeLs appeared to be small but 
considering the s~iall size or the families and the amount of 
food available this is apparently or no consequence. 

Economie Actiyi~: 

Judest Island has the most potential of any in 
the ~uh-District. There is er -~a, copal gum, shell, beche
de-mer and gold all offering &ud an abundance or land for 
more plantings. The Sudest Islat"der how~ver does little to 
exploit the resources available to him, e~capt prior to tax 
collection ~ime when large quantities of gum ~re colleeted. 

There are not a great number of co~onut trees 
belonging ~-"t.he villagers on the island, but even so 
practically~it'done with what they have, 8lld many of the smal~ 
plantations seen were overgrown with many shot nuts two to 
three years old through*ut. The p13ople of Piron Island take 
more ~are or their tr~es and produce nearly hair of t l total 
product:ton from Silliest. They have little else and are 
tnerefo~e forced into this position. All copra is bought 
by private traders and reconditioned before sale. 

Gum trees gro throughout the island but are 
nnre concentrated on the uouthern end and it is from tht~ that 
the peopl~ obtaih 1"10 St of tneir income. The gum is sold to 
\}rivato t·aders, mainly Mr. R. uonners of Griffeh Point . 
The I:JB.rket for gum is apparently very m1stabla and prices 
fluctuate greatly 1 the present pri ce being approximately 
£90 per ton of wtUch the nati ·ve gots som~ £4-C per ton. 

Very littl e if any shell is collect9d and no 
beche-de-mar, although this is extremely prave l ant along e 
5ou~ 1-east coa3t • 

..;mall a r ~Wl t'> of gold a:-e collecte but mining 
is sporadic an only ca r ried out by a f ew. 



-
rior to tne censu~ in each vilJ a tal was 

given with .::.pV'CiP.l emphasis being placed on 1.inomic develop-
ma1.1.t and ~ha pla.nting of cash crops, pre!.' oly coconuts. 
The Ag~ic.Jlture.1 Uffir.er spent a week at ~riffan Point in 
October and an ~ri cultural Field Woi·ker has now been 
stationed on the island with a view t encoura&ing and . 
assisting with t.MJ~e plantings. 

Large ~cale burning of g1 sland take~ plac 
on Jude~t and much good land is being destroyed. No 
purpose is served b] the burning because game is practically 
oon-axi tant and it 13 done purely to enjoy w·\.ching the 
fire. This was also condemned during the talk but withou 
~trict policing t t is doubtful if it. car1 bi'."> stoppaj. 

'I'he Agricultural 0fficer, Misima, has estimat d 
·~hat the annual gain from copal g · is £2790 and from .l)pra 
~~2500. This is anco~ag~.ng bu.t the peopl ~ ar . bsing pushed 
along y pr1 vate tradel"s and if 1 t w re not for 'thesa pee~:• a 
it is ao11btful if the st\me production o'Gll. be maintain~d. 

l.' ICAL AND HF:~~. 

Judast id sarveu well y th:ae Administrati~n 
Aid Posts and a hospitdl at N6moa ~Ui~ by the Cathdllic Mission. 
This amounts to a medic.-:1 sant:re fo~ every 4oo people which 
is more than adequate. 

Tha three Aid Posts, a~ ambuso ... w.a and 11r1rren 
Point, were vi.si ted and fotllld to be in e·xceilent condi t1on. 
l'he buildings were substantial :mi well ntaine an~ the 
Orderlies reported that the peo.:>'Le we_ e irnry good in this 
respect. N~ com~laints were ma~~ by the Orderlies who ~ n G r 
to have he confidence or the people. 

rwo msd!cal ordeilies accompanied the ~ 
inspect~d all people after the census. A fa rl.nor '·re 
ent to the Aid Posts but , ' :iou'!' cases were t :J. 

di '35.se~ are vary p~evelr 'H· a. also are small so~ 
general health ".,,. the peo. • .• 1..., U1 a gc..od. 

A tt A in con~tmction with the census 
·eh village by th& senior medical o~der ~y on vil 

claan.d.~Jess) support nnd attendance at Aid Posts anu 
1I1E>dical matters. 

T. ~ overall natural increa~ '3 .::·.l population is 
1.8% s~nce the last census two tears ag<.. This is a 0.9/ 
B.Ill'ual increase whi~h 1 not very impressive. H wever the 
Island .has always baen much the .aazne w1 th bi~ths just keeping 
ahead of the deaths. "Why this should be is unknown. There 
is no shor·tage of lanJ and birth~ sh0uld not be rsstricte'J 
h' causa of this factor . Th••~s howr:-var slieht shortage "' 
wo ~n but even so there are ve~ few ar~~ !am1lies. Most 
~cuples h ve on 1 v o . ~ or two children '.llld th ....... ;.: are a gre · 
number Cl ld e s c1uples. Contraceptjve rnd abo~ti e 
plants are 1mown but do not seam to be comn n r in co )n usa. 
The onJy other rea .... on appears t . e diet. Altnough sago is 
largel;.~ o~ing replaced Es the staple iet much of it is still 
aatrn. itish and shell fis i ar·e ln abun1ance around tho 
island but the Islande1 oes not eat th m to eny extent . 

here are very fe ·uctest T lander3 abs nt from 
the DivisJ on t work . ':'here re 16 !Tlale workine ns1Je t e 
Dist:..·lct fi'ld 1 male d ernal e at wor1~ ou sido he i~tri c1 .... 
Th percentage o Eiult ma.lAs absent t icrk i . 2.7. 

The majo ity are wor~ ~ing for t e i'..is :Lon.;, ~arcic·· 
ul~rly the Ca hol c ; sion a ~~~ei an as boat~ ~rew on 
ships working o t of marai. 

I_ 
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·.Chere r e t o 1iss1oris o er ting 11 the r ea 
and ·the e suppl v all e ucat1 on facili cias on SLdest Island. 
The., are the ~lei;;hodist Mi ssion with its main station at 
P~mbuno and uthe~ s~lall establishments operating in some 
Trillages, and the Catliolic ssion th its mair and only 
~tatior at !am')a. 

' he Methodist Missior. ·nth its schools in each 
vj .:.lagel:f.s not bail"'" "'Tery su.ccesstu.l w~. th tli education 
programme, e ... pecia.t..iy, as was fOl..Uld in one instance, when 
the teacher in charge canr.ot speak the local languagt:t and the 
pupils do not understand the lcmguage of t t e ~eacher. 

The C~tholtc Mission haJ ceit·alisad its school 
a.ad only ha he one at Nimoa, the pupils all being boa:..•ders. 
J: .. t the prcJ~n ti pupils from dudest are not gr at in 
,1u:nber a but e ~l,.>wly being ir creas <Jd • 

Very few of' tha educated Sudast Islander~ remain 
on thq island and most are away at work. This situation 11 
not be r.orrec ed until · ore peonle a~e educated a..~d they ~an 
be made to see some of the advantages ot helping ~neir people. 
~h!s can be consid red a lar1e factor in the lack of' interest 
in development shown by the p~plo and if ore educated ·people 
returned to the villages this s~tuation may be ccrreeted to 
some degree. 

EUROP~_P- lV/{rE E}:T~RI.. .. ~E. 

Mr. R.J. Williams operates plantation of a low 
standard at Tamba ear Rawe and Mr. w. Callanan a 
plantation <...t • and Rambuso. No complaints were recelv d 
fro or abo t tn~ gentlem n. 

Mr. R.E. Sonners lives ab'>ard hi lugger, the 
~ 11 •,at Gritten Point. ~~~vlou~ly he wa concerned 

only .ft tli earl shelling but has no'( g1v n ~ is &.way and is 
buying gUT.2 from the h.t:al people. -

. As outlin d in patrol instruction~ emorandum 
67-0 of 5th October, 1962 from the Assistant Dlstrict Officer 
Mr. donner•s trading acti""ities were invest! ated. He 
tated that he had ~ot been trading from the 'Redbill' but 

ha~ been looking into po~sibilitias. Ha sa11 that he had no 
licence to trade from the ' edbill' but woul . enquire about t&is 
in .:>acarr~. This he appaz-ently eid and Mr. orth C.P .. O. has 
~i~hted an iut~rim receipt tor . ~eh a licence issued by the 
CollActor of Gu tom$ Jall"aarai. As far as could be ascertained 
from the people Mr. Sonners has n0t been ~rading with them 
from the 'Redbill' but has carrierl out all t~ansactions 
tro • 's Griffen Point store. 

----·----

It is felt th~t ~he patrol achievP.d its aims, but 
the encourage nt of economic development cP.nnot be 
ucc sst~ly carried ~u~ with only one patrol p~r year. In 

opi.ui n the peopl a:ra w:t.lling t.o do whatever is asked of " 
.., 1:ut ~hey would require much supervis·on and guidance i f 
hing was to be achieved. 

If a patrol post cannot be co:itemp~_ated there 1~ 
nee for at least two patrols each year, preferch ~h.ree, 

and m y visits of short durnti~a to attend to rout ... ~ 
adn.unist ation and to s ow the people t hat they: l.ave not been 
ntirs~y forgo~ten. 

Another nltarnative, and a ~et~oI one, uld ne 
t4 es~ bllshmant of a Local overnment Council, perhaps of 
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dudast and Rossel Islands and the Calv os C~a.in up to 
Grass Island. This would present meny probl s, including 
supervision, lonr. distances and educat on, but it would 
provide the necessary stimul.u~ to 'get th people moving• 
nd make them think. As it is the people have very little 

1Jea of local development, either economically, politically 
or socially and as far as fitting into the advancement of 
the Ter~itory a~ a whole it is far beyor.d them. This is 
purely a problem o~ education, not only of basic school 
education, but 1n all spheres of development. 

udest has the most potential, conomically, 
ot wiy · island in the Sub-District but co far it bas not . been 
developed and will not be developed witil education in all 

plMres is given to the pe~ple and closer contact is made 
With them. In my opin:.ton Local Government Council ould 
do this for the • 

J 
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In a di t ion to l.t. i ning the more s and rd ptit-
-rol orocedur .1 I :feel thll.t I h v ined v luable e cp r-
-ienoe in such ~ t t~r s ~ u ing, disputes, oonomic 
dev 1 .1: .nt a. d th .... lik,. 

G n .r fll spei_ ing Lht~ vUdest p\;;o le nre but.h 
li... .. e_ blt; und l'~. o-Administr tion sentime t as p-ev-
-iou 1y ctlved by --r.:t.. • 1ith i.n 1960 is st.ill pre.Jent and 
the ~atrol reGeived willing co-o ~r t~on ani assist~nce iu 
ne rly e.11 inst noe. • far as I c~n gnther the OT rall 
situation on Sude·i r mains unchanged sinca VJ' Smith's 
patrol in 1960 wit ery lit~le econo io activity wnongst 
the peo le, negligible inore Be in the popul tion d 
belief in sorcery still strongly entrenched. 

~ax as oollected · i~huut incidont in all inst
-a.noes. r.l'he peo 1 seem to h VI:? 11t 1, le dif.fioul ty in Ob-
-t Lnng tht:ir t money :id ther ere no defaulters, 
·though some · r9 reluct t to :) ;y t if th y considered 

( s the patrol fr qu ntly dia. not) that they ranted an 
ex tion. 

:.rior tr the 
a tald w s g van on t.h~ 
which the use made ~v th 
money as co,crea in some 
eoonom1c activlty in the 
expl i n eli. and brief and 
-i1 g no itical importnnce 

tuing of ·cAnsus a.n.d t x col l ection 
neces8ity f or taxatfon, during 
~ere ·ert of the peo)les' t 
det il. fhe nee for increased 
or of l r ·e soele plantin~ was 
stmple de£cription of the gr ow-
~ f pu 1s also gi en 

It u 1poared to me t hat ·th>;e t. Lts \ere roo ... 
-eived ei~her •1ith bored indi1· · 'rence or p )l itely conce&l-
-ed di helief. o reapunse at a~l ~s rec~ived w en at the 
oonclus.Lon of the talk it Y rurnounced th t q e tion may 
b sked. In the whole putrol not one query we.3 raised by 
w 3 of r-sp o e to the ·et 1 s . AS the pe0p J ·r~ quite 
i nor nt of ~ven th -~ rt ~ men~ t ry A~t ers con 'rning 
Lj el.f I oan or.ll oo ulu e that ei t er v · ve 

e lk le ..lving no room or doubt or inq iry Jr 
that ar., n ... 1 e ttJly d.i "inter .... t _ "' 

-crops 

r• eev l ... l u..t. occ ·ions t.he pq rol \'1.lc- t l tha ~ 
too muoh to pay. 'lh .. u.t1.itude t.ope red to e 
ot n. eh for o. ~ur ope n bu~ · 't 1 • t o much 

i.' his gcne1 aJ..ly count ered • l• -: a..A pl il-
i the p eop o o ld ta e n i nter ;q L I in c ~ h

po v rty ould be ho t i.v "d , 

.. ,orcery 
o ' ~iv t. 

in t, L.! 

hl; trol 

I 

- ' 
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$ v r :fr : st te 0. n e Ollaor.;e, (~a ·t e c ~l l ent.. ( rii' ' en 1?oi 11 t 

-v 

, a. 

e. 
etc. \I R 

Liv stook in the vi l._ ,.. wnr- r m l ·'or 
its e eel ent condition. ir; ~ a.r ~ I't:.guUar1y fed on fl 1 o a.na. 
arden produQe and fr~quently confinA to ell oons rue ed 

pens set dist nee from ~he vi lag • V&ry f e ·ippled or 
diseased do s ere seen . Ja.ts, whi~h I .:o. tol J. w rPt t..t ... n 
w .. re E een in large numcers und ni.ost lo ked c r ;p L~iug y 
~leek . ost villa s han l rge number or fous . BY com-
-par ·so with i ima a.nd other ar~ o:f the Sub- . triot I 
would oon ider the ud ~ ·~ p9ople to be ell off tor both 
n~rs ud ouali ty of t.rnir Ii vestoo • " .. 

G- rtlens were inspe~t ed m d fo1 n to b, smaller 
then those of isiI"l . .. ~he mo.in ga.rd~n crop i s tnro und one 
v riety, t·German" taro s. pe· a to tie domi.nnnt. Otni~r crops , 
b an s , paw pa , s ~e t po to, etc. ~re i n $Vid nee. 
G rdens ere always fenced as bush pit:.... r .. p rticul r y numerous. 

to e rn rr.ore 
payment :for 
is gum hich 

o:f t;h 

to 

um 

l J._..~I I_ 
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t; UlU 1· I ' t• is o t ro 
f e·, ~r ' F ta.t :i. .s. . 

1·or 
ly 

• 
In pa.1.·ti •ll u.r i t wrs oil~ ed out t h ..... t t he poi sr-

o.nd destructive pr or-1oe f f'r e u nt ly bruni o the 
u.:>v '3r, thur estroyi.u; ~-11 tre' s edlln?,:f: and r · v ntin the 
,ras sla.nd from revertin~ t nt..tural busu cov r mu ,.., t c a ·e . It 

i s to be h oped th t . o e notioe ·s taken by the p· oy)l e over t his 
e. tter a there are lar "O nr 1:rns no loBt to 1' 1t .. un~ crop_ging 

:through burning nd th, rer·ul t rmt Lroei. 011 . 

old minin still lies he ""ol rur.-1s . As f r f:'.c I 
oou.ld "' ertain tr {, re iB but one n ho both rs to carry, 
out ,, impl mining . l

1his p~.rtion.1'·r as closely a. .. ·.· ooi ted 
with the miner and tr 1.der Pierce b the fortw ate incid nt 
whion 1 d to that p e rsnn' f, t'emove.l :tram t.lie ·s1 d. It to 
re retted th t tb.a.t more interest L .1 not "t. ~m · n m11 i11g . · 

though the er e h3s b een thorout' y or ~ ovc:;r b iurope s 
·n the past l r i s s till poPsibJy e. 0 si e ... able amount oi' 
urf oe gold remaining. '.!:his oould _t>r i 1ie the people with an 

ad .itional souro · of' i!lOJfile i:f t n ey oare d to wo1k it. I d d see 
e11idenoe o:f. n ti ve mi.nil g near th sites of old .u.uropean olaima 
but this waa o:t a minor na.turu a.nd, I w s ti o .d, l.ta.J only yielded 
gold to the value of e. few poundt~. It the p~ople cpuld be ncour
-a ed to proap~at, ms.nu.faoture si ple sl~ioe~oxea nd ttempt to 
work h(, sites s eriously ·then gold could well beocme an import~nt. 
feature of ~he Sud~st Native ~oonomy. 

is dis ' nterest~d and 
apathetio i'orxr · e oonomi• dvancement • If a.n 0.ffio x-
oould be at vioned :for s p ' od on Sudest,or, alternativul f ii' 
fieldwork in the in area oould be substantial l y incre~ned in or e1 
to allow enooura ement and s11nervis ion, then marked improv ement 
may be possible. in the overall eoon.omio ·ituat.; l..<n . It is signif
-icant that Sudest Island, new the lcttst d~velo :JOd of' "th three 
large isl de of the ub-District hns wh t is probably the best 
potential. 

Agriculturally at leas t it remains virt t=Uly untouch d , 
the c e being but two ~uropean pl ters on tbe hole i~lG.D. d . hero 
is no raaaon why exten Bive a.r .... as of un dulating land can L.Lot be 

l nted to p.ovide the Sud ~ t pe J ,le wi&h a const nt d aon ider~ 
-able source of inc me for t he ft1:bu1· c o 

·-Shl • 

.2 i I) 1 ~ •. d 
·i ... bout ·x .. ptL0n' H 

I 
L I _, 

t~ o be re: scri
p ·r t 

e ft.: tu.re 
t he i ron 
n d w •. 

o: 

e pa ol d 
concii t i in . 



ION. 

In genc'ral tie posit .t on rega.~ding 
develo~)m t, education and oo pula.tion re j l ry 
01· ery be ly so. 'l' he peop e sho 11 t l in 
develo mtmt and m not change L.h i r ·v-t e 
jt if -cher , ie! not a ~ubst unti 1 i1cre se in 
-r t ion ~otivity in l's r ta . 

~11£Ud 
(rl. 10rth.) 

UadE t nitrol v.r "i r . 

J 

j 
I • 



Report on members ot the R. r . 

Const. l/C -~f' 

This ••ber has abOve &T ragt1 ab111t1 and carried 
o·tlt his dut!es very l.l. He h&s excull t co d. Dress 
good; bearing good; conduct excellent. 

~e2. o. 10751+ Const. Tr1 1p10 JU&&, 
Me ber is var7 1naxp6:r t ced but c side r.g t!l1a 

was his tir t patrol thi11 is under1tandable. Is rather ruh 
in so• ot his actions and neecls to think before rusb.inc 
into thiilgs. Should 1 ~ro e with training. Conduct 
aat1st ctory; ci: ess gooti; bear1n5 good; co~d ayerage. 


