
Febru ry 21; 1957 

Dr. George \1 . Beadle 
Chairman, Division of Biology 
California Institute of Technology 
Pasadena1 california 

Dear Dr. Beadle; 
Th-s is just to tell you that then I last talked to ~1r. 

Consolazio he thought the grant application that you made on ~ 
behalf will come before the Bo rd in May 

In the meantime I have r~oe1ved the attached letter 
from the N.I.H. ! plan to epend two •reeks at the N .. I.H .. in 
Washington in response to an earlier invitation. As long as I 
can operate under the rules of the University of Chic~g~ I have 
enough flexibility to work out some sort or arrangements with 
them. 11' this appears desirable. Ho\fever, I \<tould not iant to 
complicate the proposed arrangement with the National Science 
Foundation by including in this arrangement the National Insti
tutes of Health and take the ensuing r1 k of getting hop lesaly 
entangled in the red tape. 

Attached is also a copy of a letter from Dr. Bronk for 
your 1nfor.mation and files. 

Enclosed you will find a memo which might perhaps inter
est ~ou. I do not yet know where I can est arrange for conduct
ing this exper~ent but it seems to me that the experiments ought 
to be done unless Medawar retracts his tor.1 in the meantime . 

I sent you earlier a copy or a letter 1·1hich I wrote to 
Sewall Wright about the origin of congenital 1so-agglut1nins $a1nst 
the blood groupe. In the meant~e I have beQome rather convinced 
th .t this theor.y must be correct. 

Sincerely~ 

Leo Szilard 
m 
ce: Dr. Max Delbriick 



Mr. William Consolazio 
National Science Foundation 
Washington 25, D. 0. 

Dear Mr. Consolazio: 

NSF 

April 4, 1957 

Enclosed is a letter which I received from 
the National Institutes of Health. I believe it would 
be inadvisable to enter into a complicated arrangement 
that would involve both the National Science Foundation 
and the National Institutes of Health, but I felt that 
I should let you have a copy of this letter in any case. 

m 
Encl. 

With kind personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 



I 1957 

I 



- . ' .. 

Dr. Max Delbriick 
Biology Division 

-April 25~ 1957 

California Institute of Te¢hnology 
Pasadena, Cal1f:orn1a 

Attached you will find a. copy of a, 

letter wh1Qh I wrote to Beadle about our National 

So1ence Foundation project~ and which I ~ sending 

on to you for ~our information. 

m 
Enal.,. 

Many thanks for ~our help and efforts. 

With kind regards, 

Leo Szilard 



- ' ~ .,. 

Dr. Bernard Davis 
Department or Phannacology 
Medical School 
New York University 
30th Street and First Avenue 
New York C1 tv, New York 

Dear Bernie., 

April 22, 1957 

News has reached me unofficially 

that our National Science Foundation proJect fell 

through. I know 1 or course, that :rou have put up 

a good fight .. - many thanks 1 I have sort of assumed 

that the grant will oome througn, and I have there

fore not made any alternate plans. 

I expeot to be in New York on Monday 

and Tuesday, May 6th and 7th, artd 1f you are in town 

at that t1me I hope to see you then. 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

m 



.. .... ' .. 

Dr. T. T. lPUck 
Department of Bicphvs1es 
f'ledi cal School 
University of Colorado 
Denver, Color-ado 

Dear Ted..; 

April 251 1957 

Attached you will find a copy ,o.f a 

lette~ fh1oh I wrote to Beadle about our National 

Science Foundation project., and which I am sending 

on to you for ~our lnfor.mation. 

m 
Encl. 

Man1 tba~s for your help and etto~ts. 

With kind regards, 

S1ncerely, 

Leo Szilard 



- • r ....,. 

April 251 1957 

Dr. Rollin Hotchkiss 
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research 
66th Street and York Avenue 
New York City, New York 

Dear Dr. Hotchkiss: 

Attached you will fin4 a copy of a letter 

which I wrote to Beadle about the National Science Founda

tion project, and which I am sending on to you for your 

information. 
I have not had time to make any new plans 

as yet and I do not know if it will be possible for me to 

make arrangements that will enable me to spend a certain 

amount of time in New York City. '!his situation might 

also affect my relationship with the Rockefeller Institute 

since Dr. Bronk's proposal that I join the Institute as an 

Affiliate, which I have gratefully accepted, was predicated 

on the assumption that I shall spend an appreciable frac

tion of my time in New York. 
I plan to be in New York Monday and Tues

day, May 6th and 7th, and if you are back by then, we 

might be able to talk about this further. 

in Europe. 

nt 
Encl. 

I hope you are having an enjoyable stay 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
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Dr. Bernard D. Davis 
Department of Pharmacology 

April 30 ~ 1957 

New York University College of l~dicine 
550 First Avenue 
New York Oity 16, New York 

Dear Bernie ~ 

Many thanks for your letter of April 26t h . I 

shall probably postpone my trip to New York~ but I ex
pect to be there for two days almost certainly before 
May 15th . 

I believe I shall have a number of things to 
discuss with you and will in any ease contact you over 
the telephone to see if you are free . 

With kind regards, 

S1ncei'ely1 

Leo Szilard 

m 



NEW YORK UNIVERSITY- BELLEVUE MEDICAL CENTER 

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
550 FIRST AVENUE. NEW YORK 16, N.Y. 

DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACOLOGY 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
The University of Chicago 
The Enrico Fermi Institute 
for Nuclear Studies 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Leo: 

April 26, 1957 

OREGON 9-3 200 

I wondered whether to try to locate you to let you know about the unfortunate 
result of the NSF meeting, and finally decided that Beadle would undoubtedly be 
contacting you soon. I had assumed, like you, that the variety of pr ominent names 
associated with this proposal would insure its approval . To my amazement it was 
apparent within a few minutes that there wasn't a chance of passage . I defended 
it as long as I could, and will tell you more about the story when I see you . 

t...~~~ 
I will probably be in town on May 6th and certainly on the 7th . See you then . 

"' J 

1831-32 

Sincerely, 

One Hundred Twenty-fifth Anniversary 
A Private University in the Public Service 

1956-57 



UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 
MEDICAL CENTER 

4200 EAST NINTH AVENUE 

DENVER 20, COLORADO 

COLORADO GENERAL HOSPITAL 

C O LORADO PSYCHOPATHIC HOSPITAL 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

April 30, 1957 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
The Enrico Fermi Institute for Nuclear Studies 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Leo: 

I have just received your letter and phoned Beadle 

immediately . He tells me that he has already written you, 

and is also writing John Wil s on for more details. In 

consulting about l:vhat our next move should be, Beadle ad-

vises waiting until we have learned all the details of the 

reason behind this act ion, so that vle can mal e our next 

approach, either to the same or a different granting agency, 

more effective. 

You may be sure \ve will press on with this program 

without delay. 

Sincerely, 

Theodore T. Puck 

TTP:hw 
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NIGHT LETTER 

May 2 , 1957 

Dr. George Beadle, Department of Biology 
Cali f ornia Institute 

UNDERSTAND FROM PUCK THAT YOU ARE CONTEMPLATING SOME FURTHER 

ACTION CONCERNING REJECTED GRANT STOP APPRECIATE THIS VERY MUCH 

BUT WOULD PREFER YOUR DELAYING UNTIL I HAVE CHANCE TO TALK WITH YOU 

REGARDS 
Le o Szil a rd 





Dr. Theodore T. Puck 
Department of Biophysics 
Medical School 
University of Colorado 
Denver, Colorado 

Dear Puck, 

May 8, 1957 

Many tharucs for your very kind letter. I 
should be more disturbed about th1ssitua.t1on if it ere 
not for the fact that my wo~k is going exceedingly :ell . 
I am quite en~ros3ed in it for the moment, and cannot thiruc 
of anything else. I plan to take some time before making 
ny nevo1 plans~ and I have uri tten to Beadle ccordingly. 

I appreciate it very much that you and Beadle intend to 
continue your efforts . 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

m 



Dr. George ~1. Beadle 
Chairman, Division of Biology 
Cu.llf'ornia Institute of' Technology 
Pasadena., Calif'o.rnia 

Dear Dr~ Beadle: 

r.my 8, 1957 

Many thanks f'or the veey kind note whieh you sent 
me. It arrived in Chicago while I :as in Gatlinburg at a con
ference on Aging. )~ secretary told me over the telephone of 
d. letter that came in from Puck ihich 1 she said, indicnted that 
you contemplated S·Olne action, and I have therefore a$ked her 
to send you a telegram, of which you will find attached a con ... 

.ttrmation copy. 

I4r. Consolazio w s in Gatlinburg, and he told me 
something about what happened" I am not disturbed about what 
happened but I would like to have some time to thi nk about \'lhat 
I really would like to do next . I cannot do this :t-ight now be
cause I am engrossed in some w·ork which abscrba nearly 100% of 
my attention. It is biology; and I think that you \dll like 
1 t if 1 t is as good as it right nm.r seems to be. 

I shall write you again 't'lhcn rr.ry thoughts clear 
further. 

I re lly am. very grateful f ·or your willingness 
to pursue this matter further . 

m 
Encl . 

Hi th kind pers,onal regn.l-.Qs., 

S1nc.erely1 

Leo Szilard 



Dr" Max Del brock 
Division of Biolo 
Californ_a !nst:l.tute of Technology 
Pasadena~ California 

Dear Ma , 

?· 'Y 8, 1957 

Many thanks for your very ,kind note . My posi ... 
tion in Chic go is unchanged., and I am in no very g1"'e· t 
hurry to look actively for something else . I should like to 
think a little bi~G more about this b fore any new mov s a re 
made~ but I appreciate your and Beadle's willingnea to pur
sue this matter fur•ther . 

Right nol'l I am very much eng!'Ossed in some work 
which looks quite promising, but I assu.m~ the spell will pass 
soon and I can then think about personal matter . 

With kind regards ~ 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

· m 
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UNIVERSITY OF COLO R ADO 
MEDICAL CENTER 

4200 E AST NINTH A V E N UE 

DENVER 2 0 . COLORADO 

DEPARTMENT OF BIOPHYSICS 
C OLORADO G EN ERA L H O SPITAL 

C OLOR ADO P S YCHOPATHI C H O SPIT A L 

SCH OOL OF MEDICI N E 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
c / o The Quadrang le Club 
The Uni versity of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Leo: 

May 7, 1957 

I wi ll be in Chicago between trains on May 15th. If 

you are there, perhaps we could meet that afternoon for a 

bit to talk about the next move in our plans. I have not 

yet heard from Beadle, but would like to see you to learn 

your thoughts. 

With all regards, 

Sincerely , 

Theodore T. Puck 

TTP: hw 

L 
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/ OOMESTIC SERVICE '\, 

$ WESTERN UNION 
,/ INl'ERNATIONAL SERVICE \.. 

Check the clous of serv •ce dcs•red t Check the cla:>s o( scrvJcc dc ~Med; 

otherwise th is mcss3gc will be s oth~.:rwtse the message w11l be 
sent as a fast telegram se nt at the full rate 

TELEGRAM 

TELEGRAM 
1206 (4-55) FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER E LETTER TELEGRAM 

'\.N IGHT LETTER w. P. MARSHALL. PR£910EN! 
SHORE -SHIP 

NO. WOS ·CL OF SVC. PO. OR COU... CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUN T OF TI M( F"ILE.O 

Send rhe following message, .sub}tCC co che term s on back hereof. whiCh are hereb:t agreed co 

NIGHT LETTER 

Dr. Theodore T. Puck 
Department of Biophysics 
University of Colorado liedl cal 
4200 East Ninth Avenue 
Denver 20~ Colorado 

May 1 3 -J 1957 

Center 

THANKS FOR LETTER Al-i TIED UP THROUGHOUT li!AY 15th BUT IF YOU ARE ON 

THE CAl-iPUSXM AN':lWAY PLEASE PHONE ME AT EXTENSION 3789 REGARDS 

Leo Szila rd 
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May 141 1957 

Dr. George W. Beadle 
Division of Biology 
california Institute of Technology 
Pasadena, California 

Dear Dr. Beadle : 

Many thanks f ·or your note • Consolazi·o had 

written me and suggested that I withdraw the application, 

and I intend to do just this at the time I answer his letter. 

11th kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

m 
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. -.-... 

Mr. William Oons 1azio 
National Science Foundation 
Washington 25~ D.O. 

Dear f.'Ir. Consolazio: 

June 14, 1 57' 

Manw thanks for you~ kind letter of April 
23rd. I am writing to say that I wiah t t<Jithdnn; 

my' application for tho ro earah greint uhich y u nave 
been proceasin[5. 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank 
you for all the trouble you have taken in this matter 
and f'or your good inten·tions. 

'i th kind pe rs nal regards, 

Sincerely y urs, 

Leo Szilard 

m 



NATIONAL SC IENCE FOUNDATION 
WASHINGTON 25, D . C. 

Dr . Leo Szil<rrd 
The Enrico Fermi Institute 

for Nuclear Studies 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Doctor Szilard: 

April 23, 19S7 

First let me report to you my unsuccessful attempt at con
vincing the Foundation to support your proposal to undertake a 
program in theoretical and quantati ve biology. I failed to convince 
that the arrangement you proposed was likely to promote ccntinued 
productivity . 

Hay I suggest that you 1rri thdraw the present application. 
Following our discussions in Chicago, if it is your opinion that 
anothe.r .application met'its reconsideration, by all means , resubmit . 

' -
Best wishes and 

Sincerely YO'.lrs , 

w~~""" J-~ 
liJilliam V. Consolazio 
Program Director 
Molecular Biology 
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