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Uicolo Visconti 
1 lano , Italy 

Dear Visconti : 

July 17 . 1962 

1odrone 

I have a favor to ask. I ar1 taking daily, and for 
an indefinite period or time, three tablets of 100 v~lligram 
F'urandantine, which is a trade name for nitrofuran " • The 
drug is sold here at an exorbl. tant price, so that my daily 
expense exceed one dollar. I understand that this drug can be 

' obtained much eh aper in Italy, and that the u.s. Army is 
buying it in Italy. 

I wonder whether you could arrange with some Italian firm 
that they send me monthly 100 tablets at the above address , 
and bill me in d llars, also at the above addres • Perhaps 
they could address the package to my wife , who is a physician , 
rather than to me. Her name is Dr. Gertrud eiss Szilard. 

Sorry to tr.huble you With this . 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

LS:jl 



Dear Doctor Szilard: 

A la no July 27' 1962 
k,~rona/uc~, 4 tf' - -ret!' tf'oC·--?{'/ 

Thank you for your letter dated July 17. I 
will be delighted to be of some help to you, 
unfortunately, also in this country the 
specialities containing nitrofurantoin are 
extremely expensive, while the bulk product 
is very ch~ap. (this is one of the misteries 
of our business). 

I think that the best thing to do would be 
to send you every 2 or 3 weeks a small 
plastic bag containing 20 gr. of pure sub= 
stance, from which you could prepare your= 
self a 100mg dose. This would not represent 
any difficulty for us and it would be 
so cheap that I would not have to charge 
you for anything. On the other hand it 
would be rather difficult for us to prepa= 
re a small amount of tablets and it would 
also take some time due to the summer vacation 
at our plant. 

Please tellme if this would be allright for 
you and I would send the product at once 
in a normal mail envelope. 

Please let me know about your health. 

My very best regards to Mrs. Szilard and you. 

Sincerely yours, 



PIERREL SO C IETA PER AZIONI 

MILAN 0 , VIA T U RATI 3 0 

PROF. NI CCOLO VISCON TI 
CON S TG LIE RE DE L EOA TO 

Dr. Leo Szilard 

June 26, 1963 
CD/225 NV:sb 

c/o Dr. Martin Kaplan 
World Health Organization 
Palais des Nations 
GENEVE ( Switzerland) 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Thank you for your kind letter dated June 21. 

I was very glad to know that your health is 
improving , and I will take care that some more 
Nitrofurantoin tablets are prepared for you. 
As soon as they are ready I will let you know. 

Should you come to Italy, please call me, it 
will be a great pleasure for me to see you 
again. 

With my very kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Professor Niccolo Visconti 
Pierrel Societa per Aziani 
11ilano 
Via Turati 30 
Italy 

Dear Dr Visconti, 

12 September 1963 

I received your very kind letter of June 26 a d : am writing to ask 
whether you might have sane Nitrofurantoin tablets (100 ngn) a c.ilable 
sometime bet~men September 28 and Octobe[>--3· ~ I 
expect to be in Rcme on September 25 and yreturn from Rome to Geneva 'tia 
Milano. I will phone you on arrival in l"lilano and perhaps m can get 
together for a meal and on that occasion ycru could give no the te.bleto if 
you have them avai 12-ble. 

If y()IJ. are able to answer tlds letter promptly, your answer "i-vould 
reach me between September 18 and September 24 in Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia , 
at the Neptu..ll Hotel. 

With kindest regards , 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



COPY PIERREL SOCIETA PER AZIONI 
M i 1 a n o , Vi a T u r a t i 30 

Prof. Niccolo Visconti 
Consigli ere Delegato 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Dupont Circle and New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard; 

Milan, September 13, 1963 
NV: gi 

When I received your last letter, we were closing the plant for the summer vacation. 
I had the itrofurantoin tablets prepar ed after the end of the vacation, and they 
are now ready. I would like to send them over to you, in New York, but I do not 
know when I will have the opportunity of somebody going to U.S.A., in the mean time 
if you have somebody coming her e , let me know. 

My lawyer in New York, Frank De laney Esq. is looking for an expert on microbiology 
regarding the law suit in which, as you know, I am involved in New Y rk. He may call 
on you, and I will be very grateful to you, if you could give him some help and 
advice. 

I hope to hear from you very soon. Please extend my regards to Mrs. Szilard. 

Sincerely, 

signed / "yours, Visconti". 



September 17, 1963 

Professor Niccolo Visconti 
Pierre! Societa Per Azioni 
Milano 
Via Turati 30 
Italy 

Dear Professor Visconti: 

Your letter of September 13th to Dr. Szilard has 
arrived while Dr. Szilard is still abroad. Dr. Szilard is 
looking forward to receiving the Nitrofurantoin tablets, and 
I am sure that be will be pleased to know that they are ready. 
Since he is abroad, may I suggest that you write directly to 
Dr. Szilard at the following address, and make final arrange
ments with him regarding the tablets. 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
c/o Dr. Martin Kaplan 
World Health Organization 
Palais des Nations 
Geneva. Switzerland 

May I suggest that you send your letter to Dr. Szilard 
via Air Mail, as I believe that he will be leaving the Geneva 
address sometime around the 20th to 25th of September. 

I have to-day Air Mailed your letter to Dr. Szilard in 
Geneva for his information. In making your arrangements regarding 
the tablets. you might also want to cheek with Dr. Szilard as to when would be the best time for him to meet with Mr. Delaney. I 
have to-day left word for Mr. Delaney that Dr. Szilard does not 
expect to be back in Washington until early October. 

ee: Dr. Szilard 

w(~~lftl 

Sincerely yours, 

Kay M. Shannon 
Secretary to Dr. Szilard 
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PIERREL SOCIETA PER AZIONI 

MILANO. VIA TURATI 30 

PROF. NI CCOLO VI S CONTI 
CONSTGLlERE D E LEOATO 

1Jr . Leo Szilurd 
H o t c>l Dl •J on t P 1 a z a 

Hilan, 'f>ptember 
,V:gi 

1J, 1963 

Dupont Ci rcl ,-. ancl !-.: ( w lia'1T)Shi r~ A enu e N. \v, 
1 r s 1 i n '" t o 1 ( , ) • C • 
======= ===~=======~======================= 

DeAr Dr. Szil· d; 

1t~"l1 I r ceived ro11 l ast LPtt<'r, ,,e h'erP closing 
the plant :for the s11 uter vacation. I ltad 
tltr Nitrofurantoin tRblets pre ;C~red a.ftt~r the Pnd 
of thP vacation, and th v Rrr> :-ow rPaclv. 

woul ,~ 1 ike to s Pnd t hPm over to you, in Ne1v York, 
but 1 do not kno1' when I ,,·ill have the opportuni y 
of sornebody r;oing to 1·. -,.A.. in the mean time 
if you have somebody cominc; here, let me know. · 

Hy lawyer i 11 New York, FrCJnk Del<:-:nev Esq. if' looking 
:for an expert mn microbiology regarding the law suit 
in which, as you know, I am involved in e • nrk. 
He mry call on you, and T will be very grateful to 
you, if you C0 11lri t'·ive him some help Rncl arlvicP. 

ho e to lH ar from vo11 vPry soop, •Pl ease F>X e d 
my r r>g8 rrl s to frs. Szilard. 

Sincerely, 

) 9' 



PIERREL 

_p . {/t4~ 
SOCIETA PER AZIONI 
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PROF. NICCOJ.O VISCONTI 
CONSIGLIER.E DELEGATO 

Milan , Se~temb~r 16, 1963 
C'D/ 310 xry: .g;i 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Ppt11n 
Duhrovnik / Yu~os avia 
===-==- ·-- = ~= == ::.. 

Der~r Doc tor z 'l rd: 

I receivP no vour letter datPd September 1° 
Thre or four days Fl"'O I yro c> you a J ttPr, 
co ny of w ich I am e closing. Your tablets 
are ready and a¥aiting for you . 
Peferring to the other argument of my l ette r, 
I would like to talk to you jn Nilan . 

l{i tll 

Yonrs s-incerely, I ~, tlulk r 



September 17, 1963 

Professor Niccolo Visconti 
Pierre! Societa Per Azioni 
Milano 
Via Turati 30 
Italy 

Dear Professor Visconti: 

Your letter of September 13th to Dr. Szilard bas 
arrived while Dr. Szilard is still abroad. Dr. Szilard is 
looking forward to receiving the Nitrofurantoin tablets, and 
I am sure that be will be pleased to know that they are ready. 
Since be is abroad, may I suggest that you write directly to 
Dr. Szilard at the following address, and make final arrange
ments with him regarding the tablets. 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
c/o Dr. Martin Kaplan 
World Health Organization 
Palais des Nations 
Geneva, Switzerland 

May I suggest that you send your letter to Dr. Szilard 
via Air Mail, as I believe that be will be leaving the Geneva 
address sometime around the 20th to 25th of September. 

I have to-day Air Mailed your letter to Dr. Szilard in 
Geneva for bis information. In making your arrangements regarding 
the tablets, you might also want to check with Dr. Szilard as to 
when would be the best time for him to meet with Mr. Delaney. I 
have to-day left word for Mr. Delaney that Dr. Szilard does not 
expect to be back in Washington until early October. 

Sincerely yours, 

Kay M. Shannon 
Secretary to Dr. Szilard 

cc: Dr. Szilard 
**NOTE TO DR . SZILARD: As I did not have Mr. Delaney's address and was not sure 

if there was more than one Frank Delaney, Esq. in New York , I called the one 
name listed, found that he was the right one , and left word with his secretary 
that you are ab~~ad and when you expect to return. Kay~. 



CABLE TU : 
Prof. Nichola Hi Visconti 
Modrone, Foro Buonaparte 48 
Milano, Italy 

Oct. 18, 11:21. 

RE YOUR CABLE SlOP DELAYED ANSWERING AS SZILARD 
EXPECTED D.C. ANYTIME/ STOP WHEREABOUfS UNKN<MN. 

SHANNON 

charged o Coyncil. 
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SHANNON HOTEL DUPONTPLA 2.l\ HAMPSHIRE AVENUE 6 v1ASHINGTON6DC 

STILL AWAITING VISIT DR S ZI 1-6.RD PLEASE COMMUNICATE vlHERE 



CABLE TO: 
Prof. NicholQ Hi Visconti 
Modrone, Foro Buonaparte 48 
Milano, Italy 

Oct. 18, 11:21. 

RE YOUR CABLE SWOP DELAYED ANSWERING AS SZILARD 
EXPECTED D.C. ANYTIME£ STOP WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN. 

SHANNON 

charged to Council. 



MVia an amet'ica,. - "Via Commet'cial~~-~~

u Via Globe " "Via mackaulladio " 
TO EXPEDITE YOUR REPLY USE ONE OF THE ABOVE ROUTINGS. 

N~ AW1314/ 11 j DR D 
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Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 

Sede Legale Na poli 

Stc billme nto In Copuo (Caserta) 

Dupont Circle and New Hampshire Ave 
Washington D.C. 

Milano February 7, I964 

d o cHore nella rlsposto 

CD/ 37 NV:sb 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

I delayed my answer to yo~ letter, due to your trip in 
California , and the visit in Milan of Frank Delaney. 
I discussed with him our present situation with regard 
to the law suit,dnd to the disqualification of D.S.A. 
While in my letter to you I expressed my opinion that 
at that moment it was useless to discuss with Mr. 
Delaney our possible arrangement, on a second thought n I discussed this matter with him as,an arragement 
between us was becoming rather complicated. 

Your suggestion to incorporate in a letter the paragraph, 
11 If on the basis of these arguments ..... " makes the whole agreement 
unclear ; I would prefer that you discuss it directly with 
Mr. Del aney. 

With regard to the suggestion of making an arrikement with 
a law firm in Washington, I think this is not very 
practical at t h e moment, when so little can be done, 
as Mr. Delaney will explain to you. 

I think that the most important- thing to do right now, 
would be to obtain the opinion of some experts as to 
the feasibility of developing, in a reasonable amount of time, 
a high producing strain. 

I gave to Mr. Delaney some tablets for you. 

With my kindest regards. 

Yours very truly, 

/YM~--

c.c.l.o. Milano 496071 Cod 1ce Bentley 2 · ed. Ind. telegr. PIERREL Milano c/c postole 3/3362 c.p. 3074 
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Dr. Niccolo Visconti 
Pierre! s.p.a. 
Milano 
Via Turati 30, Italy 

Dear Visconti: 

March 16, 1964 

I am writing to thank you for transmitting to me through Frank Delaney, 

whom I saw in New York, the pills which you made for me. I was sorry to hear 

from Hr. Delaney that things have not worked out the way he hoped they would! 

You probably have seen the attached "literature". I forget how it got 

to me but r believe i.t was sent to my wife along with the usual junk which 

is mailed to doctors in this country. 

This particular piece of literature set me wondering whether you ought 

not to change your tactics and instead of being on the defensive, go over to 

the attack. If you told your story in a magazine article and if you could, 

without running afoul of the libel laws and other laws which might be relevant, 

tell not only what happened to you but also why it happened lt could make an 

exciting story and, moreover, it might do some good from the public point of 

view and it might also do some good from your own point of view, 

The above is just my own off-the-cuff opinion and you had better check 

with your legal advisors before making any moves. 

With kindest re ,ards. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

LS:jm 
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