
NEWSLETTER FROM DR. BEN YELLEN 
Brawley, Calif. 

V_(~)T E_ f ()_~ 
J('-JHN __ 3(_:1WMl-~N 

This Newsletter is addressed particularly to the 2,200 citi
zens who voted for me for ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR in the primary ele~t
ion of June 7, 1966. I repeat VOTE FOR JOHN BOVt11i1:.N for ASSESSOR
COLLECTOR in the coming electi•n on Tuesday, i;ov. 8, 1,66. 

Now I have previously attaoket Jo.It.rt mwmaa calliAg him a 
SWINDLER for swindling the homeonv1ere, workers an1 businessmen 
out of $8 millions yearly in property taxes by p~tting fake low 
assessments on the farmlant of the big ranchers so that they e~ape 
$8 millio.as yearly in property taxen. 

SO WlfY DO I NOW ADVISE YOU TO VOTE FOR JOHN BOWMAN AND NOT 
FOR WALTER LANCASTER? 

Politios is a dirty, tri~ky business and the average citize~ 
has not got the time to investigate for himself whi~h candidate to 
vote for. That is why this Newsl~tter and the previo~s ones ha~e 
been printed, To give you ao~u.rate information as to h~w to vot '-·· 

NO CANDIDATE IS PERFEO'l'. ONE HAS TO VOTE FOR THE BE1I1TER .,. 
TWO C.A.t."'1DIDATES. It oan als,., be expresset in another way---t.hat or ·, 
has to vote f~r the lesser of two evils. 

Here is the situation. The Assessor-Collector of Imperial 
County p~ts the assessments on the land, buildi~gs and personal 
property in all of Imperial County. Then he collects the taxes 011. 
all this. The Imperial Irrigatio~ Distriet is only about¼ the 
size of Imperial County. The Assessor-Collector of the District 
assesses onlz1the land in the Distriet. In the towns, he only 
assesses the and on which the buildings stand. 

So you can see that the Assessor-Collector of Imperial County 
will eollect much more t4xes sin•e the cou~ty is 4 times the size 
of the Imperial Irriga~ion JJ:istrict which it contains plus tne faet 
that taxes on the buildings and personal property are also collacted. 

Bath John Bowman and Walter Lancaster have been putting fake 
lew assessments on the farmland of the big ranchers. BOTH HAVE BEEN 
SVtJINDUNG YOU. That is why I have been running for election to the 
office of Assessor-lJollector of Imperial County. 

Tne amount Bowman swindled you was $8 millions and the ~ou.n~ 
swindled. by Lancaster was 3/ 4 million. Since the bigger sum. 1.nvo ... •; 
ing Bowman's office was muchgreaterthan Lancaster's, l concent
rated my attack on Bowman. My Newsletters always IQ.entioned BowruP~ 
and did not mentioa Lancaster. This focussed attention on Bowrr. e"L 

IT MUST BE UNDERSTOOD THAT IF LANCASTER HAD BEEN IN THE 03'L"::: :,; ,2 
OF ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR OF IMPERIAL COUNTY, MY ATTACK WOULD HAVE CON
CENTRATED ON HIM SINCE HE WOULD HAV-i; BEEN SWINDLING THE LARGER 
AN.tOUNT. 

As all of you. citizens know, I nave l>een ronni •g .for all offices 



from dogcatcher up to Supervis~r of the County. This was done for 
a definite reas~n. You all must realize that the offieials in 
Washington., D.C. do not kl\Ow that people are afraid to express 
their o pinio•s by signi11g a petition. If p~M signed a peti tioll 
':isking for ettforeeme.nt of the 160 aeres li.mi tati,.,.'I ,.,f the U .s. 
~1eclamation Law, you all know that the big ran,hers would find i,at 
who the signers are and these people would lose their jobs or tb e'~ 
businesses would be boycotted by the big ranehers. Similarly, i f 
~hey signed a petition to Governor Brown to have the Attorney-Gen~, • 
of California investigate the f'ake assessments on the lar..d of tht 
big farmers, again. the identity of the signers would be learned ru1d 
they would suffer reprisals at the hands nf the big farmers. 

, 

But when I ru..~ for the various offices from dog~ateher up to 
County 0 uperviser, the ~itizens are able t~ v~te in secret ball•t 
and in this way they show that they agree with me, Dr. Ben Yellen. 
The big ranohers ca., n•t learn who these voters are. These voters 
can not be punished by the big ra.aGJJ.ere. TD.e washingt•.n, n.c. 
official~ and GoYernor Brewa learn. what the people want. 

AT THE SAME TIME, JOHN BOvVMAN LE.ABNh"'D THAT VfITH EACH ELECTION 
THAT DR,. YELLEN WAS GETTING MORE VOTES. Tile •ri tieism by Dr. 
Y~llen'a Newsletters i~ whieh :OOwman was callet a Swindl.er stung 
him badly. He knew that if he did not do something about assess
ments, he would lose the next eleotion. SO HE BEGAN TO DOUBLE 
THE ASSESSMENTS ON THE LARGE RANCHES. I HAVE LOOK.ED AT THE ASSESS
~~ENT RECOROO AND CAN TELL YOU THIS IS TRUE. I HAVE SEEN THIS WITH 
~,Y OWN En.S. Laneaster is the Imperial Irrigation Distri~t Assessor. 

· But what has Walter Lancaster been doing all the time while 
~~wmar. was llJ'1der strong attaok by me? He just sat baok a,i has 
DONE NCYilil.NG. He has NOT RAISED THE YAKE ASSESSMENTS. He was just 
Playill.g an old _poli tieal trick of saying and doi.ag 11-,t.hi.ag while r..a 
vote!'s wa:i:-" convinced by Dr. Yellen' ii 'Newsletters aboat Bewman' s 
fake lcw assessments on the big ran~hes. 

So in the June 7, 1,66 primary for the ofriee of Assessnr
Colle~t~~ or Imperial County, here were the results: 

J orui Jibvt'ma:1. 
Walte~ Lancaster 
Dr. Ben Yellen 

6,479 votes 
6,728 votes 
2,200 votes 

eampaign expenses $4,500 
campaign expenses $21500 
eampaigr,. expeA.Ses ~)3i 

So you see that Lancaster is leading Bowman by about 251 votes 
+n the primary. But you voters who voted fnr me, can nnw vote ror 
Bi::.~lt.a.n and reward him for raising the assessments on the big ra.eehes. 
Jo~a lbvnnan. has felt the pressure of you 2,200 voters and aid some
th.ing aba11t it. WALTER LANCASTER HAS DONE NOTHING. 

, Here are 2 samples showing how John .bowmai. is putting .aior.e 
~re~t assessme..,ts ol1. the big ran~hes. He still has to 1mpr9Vfl 
"'4.t er.:ywav HE IS BETTER THAN LANCASTER: 

~- Franeise~ Bra'Y"> near C8 lexiM 
;46.6 a~res 

j~uee Church Co. Inc. near B~~wley 
l .. 6J;i. 5 acr~s 

Bo"Wman' s As,essmertt, Lts.ncaater 

$63,140 $42,981 

$81,561 

In eaeh instan~e, Lt:t.ncasttr is about $21,000 below Bowman in t h 
~see-ssment. Dr. Franciseo Braw bell•wed like a bull in July 1965 
a'_~ainst Bowmal1. before the Board of Supervise rs sitting as a Board cf 
~uali zation. He ei7el1. do•ated $100. 00 to Lane.aster' s campaign f un.d 
~~ ~h~t P.o~mi,an would be defeated in the primary el~tion. 
, : particularly point out to you the Bruce Church farmland 
~h~eh Cul.ll'eh bought in 1947 at $550 per aere and whi~h is some of the 
qest farml.a~d. Bowman claims to assess at¼ of the market value so 
W4~n he assesses it at $175 p.er acre, it means he thinks 1 t 1s worth 
t t~ per a~re whieh is about $800 bel~w market v~iu.e. Lanoast.e: 
asse~.s~a. at $1.30 per acre gi•ng a mati{Gt -rnlae of only $520 per aere 
Whi~ is. t980 too l~w • VOTE FOR BOWMAN. HE IS BETTERt 1 t l 
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