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DE CRIP ,IO.r 0 

The United States Geological Survey is ntaking 
n topographic map of the United States. This 
work has been in r ~ since 1882, an about 
three-tenths of the area of the country, excluding 
outlying possessions, has been mapped.· The map-
ped areas are widely scattered, nearly every State 
being represented, as shown on the progress map 
accompanying each annual report of the Director. 

This hrreat map i"' being publi,.;hed in atlas sheets 
of eonvenient size, '"'hich are bounded by parallels 

· and meridians. ·The four-cornered division of 
land correspotidina to an atlas sheet is called a 
quadrangle. The sheets are of approximately the 
same ·ize: the paper dimensions are 20 by ~ 
inches; the map occupies about ~ inches of 
height and 11 & to 16 inches of width, the latter 

• 
varying ";th latitude. Three ~  however, are 
employed. The Jargest scale is 1:62500, or ,.ery 

r ~ one mile to one inch; i. e., one linear mile .. 
on the ground is represented by one linear inch on 
the tnap. This scale is used for the thickly settled 
or industrially important parts of the counfry. 
For the greater part of the country an interme<Jiate 
~  of 1:125000, or about two miles to one inch, 
is employed. A third and still smaller scale of 
1: 2.50000, or about four miles to one inch, has 
been used in the desert regions of the far West. 
A few special maps on. larger scales are made of 
limited areas in mining districts. The sheets on 

.. the largest scale cover 15' of latitude by 15' of 
longitude; those on the intermediate scale, 30' of 
latitude by 30' of longjtude; and those on the 
~r t scale, 1 o of latitude by 1° of lo!lgitude. . 

The features shown on this map may, for con-
venience, be classed in three groups: (1) wakr7 

inclu.ding eea lak pondS, rivers and other 

• 
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