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TERRITORY OF PAPUA ANWY'NEW GUINFA

»

PATROL REPORT

Babeof ... BAST. SRRIK.............ooono......Report Now......2. 08 TOORES. 0 i
Patrol Conducted by. .........c.o..... Pl COLTON . Patzod OFLIOOk . it ie. il et
Area Patrolled.. ... ARPRL REwor BEOl i

Mr. Jo. BAIN - Geo].ogist

Patrol Accompanied by Europeans. ...

Duration—From..3.../..8. /1962 .t0..26./..5../19 .67,
Number of Days............ thi.teen - 12 nights carged out
Did Medical Assistant Accompany ...........! POL i e g
Last Patrol to Area by—District Services......../........ Do initial patrol ¥
¥ e SRt iy (Rt 4 | AT
TR .. . 505 i oo sonsnssisinens e s et bk bt sACA s R L -
% .
Objects of Patrol......... Contact. neople. in. immediate. visiadty. of BMR.cAMD.. ..o 3
g |
................................................................................................................................................... 4
Dircator of District Administration,

PORT MORESBY. g
Forwarded, please.
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Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund . g A " &
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11th March, 1968

Tre Dietrict Comuiesioner,
Hagt Sepik Dietriet,

BUN AT ¥ (

eceipt 1s mcknowledged of 1 rogoxt by Mr, P,
K. Colton of his patrol to the Aprii a  \$ifa Rivere,

2. Your ocorrespondence with oy Ambunti is
noted, This patrol was the subjeao. 'n.':;trauon Tress
Advice Vo, 4 of 5th Jamuary 198,

3. It 1e gluahg %o read of the gnod snd fri
contact made with the Paka people and to find the leader
Meriauwei ©o helpful to the patrol, -

4, A sucgessful patrol which augurs well for Tuture
gontact in the ares,

(7. s BLLIS)



dg ,» please.

For your informati
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Receipt is asknowledged of the abave reports
Submitted by Mr. Treutlein “nd Xr. Coltom,

Reference Heport No.3 (2.N. Coltem. P,0,) the
patrol diary of 9th ‘ugusi, 1967 memticns ‘eme earrier who expired
A route' - gcould this be elarified, please.

n page 3 reference

is made to the stasdard of
patirol gear - the separate

Wmmutlmmuthu

Every effort should be made to encourage some or the
FAKL growp to visit tho \mbunti Stationm,

“eference Memorandur of Putrol No.h.

&t least an inte

Kemorandum 74e1-1 (Jot Boots
Distriot

) is being studied at this
Headquirter, and you be advised

in due courve,
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Sth _Auguet, 1967 - Wednesday:

FATRCL DIARY E /
/

‘ra Lu_'égstJ 1967 - Thursday: Departed AMBUNTI 0800 per
M.V, SAPHIRE -~ motor canoe pullad behind, Arrived SWAGUR R.H.
1700. Ratione issued to carriers - O/N SWAGUP R.H

“ile

Lih August, 1967 - Friday: Departed SWAGUP R,H, 0700 - canoe
despatrhed to 510 to pick up interpreter WAPI - Const. KOWN
accompanied canoe, Self and remainder or party entered mouth of
the APRIL River at 1135 and arrived at BITARA 1830, Cance had
already returned from SIC ~ was informed by the Constable that WAPI
was unavailable, KUBAI'U of BIAGA engaged as ap interpreter.

Camp set up and rations issued - O/N BITARA under canvaq’Q

2&2 Auggntg 1967 - Saturday: SAPHIRE despatched AMBUNTI via

the A Piver., Self, three carriers, three police plus most

of the patrol equipment departed BITARA 0730 in light rain for

Bureau of Min2-al Resources Camp at the juncticn of the SITIFA and
APRIL Rivers. Heavy rain experienced for about 9C minutes, Stopped
en route at various BEGAPUFI hamlets t inform all and sundry of
patrois arrival.in the area., Arrived B,M,R. Camp 1430. Camp set

up - rutions issued. O/N B.M.R. Camp under canvass.

6th August, 1967 - Sunday: Canoe despatched to BETARA to

pick up remainder of party. Some BEGAPUKIS' arrived and discussions
had wil) them re the possible wheresabouts of MERIAUWEI, Three
BEGAPULI men asked whether or not they could accorany the patsel -
this was agreed to providing they carried and supplied their own food,
Some sago purchased with salt, Rations issued in evening .

Q/N BMR Camp urder canvass.

th August, 1967 - Monday: Self by foot to nearby BEGAPUKI
hamlet and discussions held re possible reconcialation bec¢ween them
and the GHOM people., Returned to BHK camp and canoe arrived back
at 1535 with remainder of party. Rations and patrol gear broken up
intd loads - some of tlhe rations will be loft at the camp and sent
for if required. Rations issued to carriers. O0/N BMR Camp undor
canvass,

8th August, 1967 - Tuesday: Broke camp and carriers plus five
police departed at 0700 for the NIBA Creek. S23f by jet boet up te

the headwaters «f che April River - returned mid-day and picked up

Sgte. WAPI and Mr, J, BAIN, Geologist, aud prcceeded te NIBA Creek.

Arrived there at 1510 - carriers and police arrived and werc constructing
a bridge accross the creek., Camp set up - carriers issued with

rations. C/N NIBA Creek under canvass,

Broke camp and departed 0730 -~
followec APRIL River for approxomately twe hours - theance leng gradual
climb in north westerly direction for three hours - thence along

ridge top for an hour when a PAXKA wan met who agreed to guide us

3o FERIAUWKI. Steep descent down mountaiaside thence half an hour
waik to a new garder site in which MERXTAUWEI plus ancther four men,
two women and two children were living in a small garder nouse,

A friendly bvt narvous weicome - MERIAUWEI agreed *o bring food for
ths patrol dbut asked -hat the patrel stay the next day so that he
could gather it. This was agraed tc and camp set up -~ carriers )
treated xitk for smal) scgatches ete inel, one carrier who hid expired
el route, Sister of MERIAUWEI prevailed u.on to receive treatment
for a sore. 0O/N IAUSIBI vndexr canvass.

10th August, 1967 -~ Thursday: At TAUSIBI - MERIAUWEI off to
get fcodstuffs, One youth left at camp and he was questicned re
whereabouts of any ctber people. He was most reluctant to give
any irformation without MERIAUWEIS' approval but finally teld of

anothe> PAKA group a days walk away - said he would see MERIAUWEI
ahout guidiug the patrol there. Carriers set to cleaning up camp
8ite. Meriauwei returned in early m afternoon with foud and same

purchkased, Finally agreed to guide the patrol to the other PAKA
grovp. Womarn again treated for her socre and a present o.” a bush
krife given to MERIAUWEI and the youth both of whom by this stage
appear gquice at ease., O/N IAUSIBT under canvass,
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page 2

PATROL DIARY CONT'D:

1ith August, 1967 - Friday:

Broke camp and departed IAUSIBI
} 0740 in light rain - MERIAUWEI acting as guide. Welked in Northe
westerly direction down to the headwaters of RENUFA Creek after
2% hours walk. This followed for 40 Winutes, ihence steep climb
up garden covered mountainside to a house - no-one present and
MEKIAUWEI xxix despatched to find the people, Camp set up near-by :
on the edge of the garden, at 1545, Later on in the afternocen g
| = MERIAUWEI returned with a party of five males, three females and : '
! two children, All made welcome and presents of calt givem them. ?“Et 3
rc.

"-M M-&»

!

| I was informed that there were more people on the waye. Psople

i told that any foodstuffs brought to the patrol would be purchased,
RUR 134 ’ The/x agreed to bring semeé- nexth day. O/N PASENBINI under canvaes,
!

12th August, 1967 - Saturdays AL PASENBINI - people arrived
! in the morming and food purcgased - mainly taro. Census taken and "
€5 names recorded - whole proceedure enjoyed by all. Explanatory B
-talks given ryxxel#x re mysa’f and the Administration - also re the ® ?
B.H.R, party. 8§ome bue knifes given as prerents.Very friendly 48
“elations established aad come of the men offered to help garry our 3“;;
| gear on the morrcw, 8till reluctant to give any informa%tion re p)
e, ‘ any other groups knxkhmx xhs magbe in the arca. O/N PASENBINI ! :
e under canvass, :

oy

12th August, 19€7 ~ Svndav: Broke camp and deperted PASENBINI —E
0730 - MERIAUWSI finally agreed to ats-npany the patrol to AMBUNTI. B o
Followed native nad dewn hiliside ard arrived &t the juhction of" r“a
the TOWEI and MIWI creeks. Sevoral BEGAPUKI men there and camp - |
set up, PA¥A men who had assistec in carrying geoar paia off in }'ﬂ
salt and beadls - their own ejypices Discursion with BEGAPUYI men g | |
rd a possible reconciliation.with e GHN people ~ this was not pet 85
with great enthusiasm. O/N ‘under canv.ess 4 N

. _ -
U, g -

g
%

| ibth August, 3967 .. Monday: Broke canp. and departed 0715 and
followed the TOWSI Crec: to the AFRIL River for i Wounrs thence 45 w ¥
mins walk upstrsam to hamlet og BEGAPUKI situate’ on the bank of g ‘1
i
.

the APRIL River., Self, policeman, interpreter aund MERIAUWEI by
motor canoe for 2% hours upstream-teo WK Campy leaving the Sgt and
remainder of party to set up camp end wait return of ewnoe to ferry :
them to BIAGA on che WOGAMUS, ANBUNTI contacted througk the- BMR —i
radio and informed of my movements a3zd requecsted transporf fe 2o I 1€
to BIAGA to pick patrol party. G/N BMD camp under canvasp. “ 3

12th August, 1967 - Tuesday: Cango: despatched to pick uyp
main party and ferry them to BIAGA st 0700, Self, policeman, ¥
interpreter snd NERIAUWEI departed gy jet boat Jor Avbunti arriving - “'f o B
&% hours later - MIV. SAPHIRE passed ea route and Captain informed p .8 |
of main partys' whereabcuts, C/N AMBUETI, X

16th August, 967 - degcnesday: Main party arrived bagk at L; .
AMBUNTI at1730 - gear stored and Patrol stood domi. ;

END OF PATRCL . l




INTRODUCTICN: é,

: : This was in the nature of a special patrol i
in trat its main objeciive was to contact the people in the immediate f
) viciuity of the Bureau of Minepal Resources Camp and to ensure that
no hindrance was given ther and that the peeple themselves did not
’ ' become frightened or worried by the Bureau's activities,

: The Bureau has made a base canp at the Jjunetion :
of the SITIFA and APRIL Rivers from which small parties, usually :
_ consisting of one grologi it and five carriers,are sent on field trips '
& ! of up to seven days duration along the APRIL and SITIFA Rivers and i

it : ' their tributaries, At present t*» Bureau is placing these parties &
o by jet toat and I am informed that a helicopter will be used »t a 5% ;
later stage. o K

:

i It will be noticed from the Diary that a fairly

i large percentage of the patrols' time was cpent in travelling before
G F 58 work could commence on its main objective, This was unavoidable,

i

The country the patrol walked through was quite
‘rugged and was covered with rain forest,. The patrcl had to cut its ¥

_ } own track for much of the way and even when native tracks were followed =1
K these had ‘o be widened to allow free passage of the two man loads. At g
R times I would estimate that the patrol was at heights of over 3000 feet - .
3 ASL - :

S o, ! A member of the Bureau's party, Mr, J. BAIN, Geologist, ' "

b B e P ; accompanie  the patrol oan the request of Mr, D. DOW, the leader of the

Eoeid f party, who th.ought it would be a good idea to have a representative on -
L R ; the patrol, ¥z

|

5 S The standard of equidpment used by this patrol ‘ } >
I left much to he desired but this will be taken up in separate corraqti :
pondence,

NATIVE SITUATICN:

A total of twenty - nine names were reczorded - of
these four were not sighted. A& total of 13 male adulgs, 5 female :
'+ aMults and saven children were sesn, Of these only seven claimed that ,
they had been seen by a previous patrecl. |

1
At first, the people were nervous and a little =~
frighiened but this soon disa jeared after much handshaking and hrnding By T
® out of presents of salt and beadge. These people had =a over suppiy o
o of taro ant this was used as a means of exchange. To my surprise tne 3
! demand for decorations was in excess to the demand for saly. I
" moticed that the people were conspicuous with their lack pf muck i ‘
' ‘traditional decoration. The main decoration being a pigs' tusk
through the nose ard sas birds' claws protruding through the end of »
the nose. Both ears were pierced from which hung a bamboo whistle. ¢ DR
& The above decorations were common to both men and women, To cover their ‘
|
—

genitals the wen rore a small shell whilst the women wore a short grass
. skirt. The men do not cover their rears,

:
|
|

4, This group calls ther selves the PAKA people and - e
“# are nomadic in thair habivs, This was evidenced by the fact that T
:

SAMABU mentioned im AMBUNTI Patrol No. 1 of 1965/66, is nuw only an :
overgrown garden site. . -

4);)/ The leader of the group contacted was MERIAU .
I tt#fh and after an initial period of nervousness and suspicion proved helpfuL{ tq
} - o

3]

@ 10 “he patrol. I wanaged to persuade hWim to azcompany the patrol to ¥
AMBUNTI, After a tour of the m station MERILUWEI was completel); won ¥
dver and he agreed to guide any further patrols up to the headwaters | &
¢f the APXTL and LEONARD SCHULTZ Rivers. He also informed me that arother
PAKA group was living on the headwaters of the APRIL River. He also &

"saild that he would bring the people 1 had contacted closer to the .
.April River = . build a 'village's Only time will tell if these . s,
Promisec wil. be kept or not. :




— ———————————————— ——\co—

AT

The PAKA group contacted had been fully aware of the Bureau of

Miveral Hesources activities and had in fast been keeping it under
surveillance but were too frightened to make any contact. After
an explanatory talk however this group said that they would =

construct a ra®t and float down to the Bureai's camp and bring them

food to buy,
During the course of this patrol I also took the

oppurtunity of sounding out the BEGAPUKI people re a meeting

with the GHOM people to try and straighten out their differences.

This suggestion was met with cuolness but nevertheless I feel the

attempt should be made, This meeting of course would have to

be arranged under the supervision of an officer of our Department

and I feel a great deal of diplomacy will be required if any
any effective settlement is to be reached,

R,P.AN.G,C,
Sir police accompavied the patrol and they performed
their duties satisfactorily. Entries have been made in their

Du!licate “ecord of Service and the Commissioner of Police informed,

CONCLUSION : ;

T consider that the patrol was successful) in that good
contact was estalishad, I mauk® strongly reccommend that MERIAUWEI
accompany any patrcl that is intending to move into the AFREL and
LEORNARD SHULTZ general area, I feel he will prove most usefull
and should be able tc save much 'blind' walkirp,

i do not feel that the Bureau of Mineral Resources
should have any more qualms whilst working in the APRIL River area.

The PAKA people contacted were questioned re other groups g
as mentioned in AMBUNTI Patrol No. 1 of 1965/66 but they claimed §
no knowledge, This could well be so as place names rather than group
names were reczordad, As mentioned earlier these people are nomadic
and it is quite likely that they would not know place names but only

group rames of the people living a fair distance £rom them, - o

For your information, plerase,

(Patrol Officer)

4 ,_y..-:»,-.-.—-.!; S
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA OR\GuAw

PATROL REPORT |

.ii

District of......... T @ RTINS Report No... AMBUNTI. 8 of 1967/68.. .. . il
Patrol Conducted by. ....... K.P.Iomo ........... Cadet Tatvel bt SR SRR T SOVE Vi) '
Yessan & Upper Sepik C/D par\ only Numau-Ablatak, Main River, -

PR TN ..o siscsns osbinie swaomsreaspisosnss ol CREmBEd:- QD4 +eveeerorrenes z
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans.,..:.'_:;:;::g:.:’; diy‘:‘?” bk S H . ?

Natives.. TOBDOTrS HITiiUL,. 208, . 1. 2095

Duration—From...20./..11../19.67 to..5 ./.12./19.62...
Number of Days"‘d‘I'(3wnisht"“l”d out)

Did Medical Assistant Accompany ?... o WP SR 41

g Various dates for each C/D but all
Last Patrol to Area by—District Services......../ ... ¥ . S patrolled during past 12 menths.

Medical o5, ML ARSI
Map Reference dobmetmd, Paaont. JM AL,

Objects of Patrol Conduct the initial oloctiou for the Ambunti Local

Government Council .

Director of District Administration,
PORT MORESBY.

Forwarded, please.

"

(\L{// /(Le»ﬂo

/ IW G T T e W AR IO gl SR
/& / é‘g/ District Commlssuonfe'r/y
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Amount Paid for War Damage Compensaticn ... &

e

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund ... Rty 9
Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund ..

f
I

................



MmN D

ERRTTORY OF
Lk ~ UK U

PAPUA AND NEW GUINE

i . \aamsmmes . oo esisn et il | mmbogiuatt o SHE

. ————— Y

Nigtrict Cogmigsiole
R e SRR ISR,

: B i

"/

PATRLT, |

.1"

Dept. of District Administration,
KONEDOBU, PAPUA,

4th March, 19 68,

JIBUNTYI 8 of 1967/88

acknowledge with

- .

Patrol Report N&°
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. Dept.of District Administration |
} Jub-Uistriet Officoy
| ANBUNYDRI
Bast Sepik District, i
21st, December, 1967 ____
The t PMetriet Commiseioner,
‘ ' ’(1 l ’ to y \ 8
¥ ubject :
: Attached is my repert
the Ambunti L.G.C, The report hes not bYeen
the headings in a forsa) report as per your
| For your information, please,
TR -roma !
({ K.P.Beazme. ) “'
¥TUTE O/ GCadet Patrol Offiser
Distriot Commimsioner, Fils 67-1-12
W " AKX Sab-district Cffive,
A AKBUNZTS
Suh Jamuary, 1968,
! Attnched please find the above patrol report, The businesa 1
of the patrol was routine and the brevity and format of the repert 4
r war ix ~ccordanue with my directicns teo lir Wearme, In my op inion -
rout’r wttars such 25 this should be covered hy a Memors ,
i of Pat. i1, even though the officer cond...ing is A Cadel Ufficer.
l For your % *mation,please.
: e e
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA.

Bntroduction

As the object of the patrol was a specific one; to carr
out the Ambunti local government elections; and the'greater pzrt
of tue patrol consisted of day trips, I have not made comments
under the various headings as in a formal patrol report.

The patrol consisted of 5 patrol days and 8 field days, and
covered the Yessan and Upper Sepik Census Divisions, and part
oniy of the Numau/Ablatak Bem, Main River, and Chambri Census
Divisions. All the villages except two in whish elections wero
held are accessible by water transport most of the year. Transport
used was mainly the Caribean speedboat, with the Tradewind for
the Amagu river, and a small canoe for the Yerukai trip.

Patr . Diary :

1,67 :
§§3323§§o i Prepared papers etc for el~etion and travelled to
Malu village via speedbost. - Treutlein accompanyirg.

0830-1015 ; Talk given to village and can lates nominated, all
ballot papers stamped p..iur to voting.

1015-1300 ; Polling carried out for Malu ward.

1300-1350 ; Ballot papers courted and people told of provisional
winner,

1320-1415 ; Gear pascked into speedboat and travelled to Ambunti.

1415-1500 ; All papers and stamps prepared for the 21st.

‘1.11.62 :

0800-0840 ; Down river to Avatip village in company with Mr Treutlein

and constable Bausambi.

0840-7030 : Talk givento village re election and candidatos
nominated, all ballot papers stamped.

1030-1430 ; Polling carried out Avatip ward.

1%430-1515 ; Ball~t papers counted and checked and previsional
winner announced.

1515-1600 ; Gear into speedboat and returned to Ambunti.
22+11,67 :
0800-1015 ; Travelled down to Lavongai, picking up Mr Suamers
(head teacher) at Avatip, 45 minute walk across
excellent track to the Yau'umbak lagoon, tham 15
minutes in pull cance to the village.
1015-111% ; ‘falk given to villagexm re election and candidates
nominated, ballot papers stamped.
1115=1300 ; Polling carried out for the Yau'umbak ward, Mr Summers
acting as poll clerk.
1300-1840 ; Ballot papersz counted and checked and provisional

winner announced. Talks with some village men re taxes.
1340-1620 ; Travelled back to Ambunti via Avatip.
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1200-1330

1330-1545
1545-1620

1620-1900

23:1 !062 :

0745-0900

0900-1000
1000-1330
1330-1600

§o11062 :

0800-0845
0845~1030

1030-1215
1215-1330

26.11062 H

17211467
0U00-1130

1130-1230

1230-1330
1330-1540
1540-1650

26, (1,67 :
0800-1200

1200-1300
1300-1430

1430-1615
1615-1640

-

- e e

Travelled downriver to Avatip then up the Amagu (Screw)
rive: to Gumainjui (Kaiuk) village. River is falling
rapidly and is treacherous in places., Walked for 15
minutec to reach village after limit of navigation
reached.

Talk given tn the memders of three villgges who
comprise this ward; Yamanumbu, Gumainjui, and Ambuken.
Candidates nominated and ballct papers stamped.
Polling carried out Ambuken ward. Mrs Wearr > poll clerk.
Ballot papers counted and checked and provisional
winner announced. Talks re meetings and tax with him.
Departed Gumainjui for Avatip, slowed down by damaged
propeller, arrived after dark. Overnight Avatip.

Traveiled to Ambunti in speedboat, continuous trouble
with fouled carburettor.

Talks with ADC re progress of elections to date.
Rested at house.

In office sorting electoral material, filing minor
sorrespondence, and preparing papers for the 25th.

Travelled to Yambon willage up river from Ambunti.
Talk given to village re election, taxes, the first
meeting kwx etc, candidates nominated, ballot papers
stamped.

Polling ¥arried out Yambon ward. Mrs Wea.ne poll clerk.
To Ambunti.

Sunday. At Ambunti, prepered for 3 day frip to Yerakai.

Departed Ambunti ia new canoe, travidlled up the Yerakai
channel to the lagoon. Water extremely low, met by some
men from Yerakai to row our caroe across tlLe lagoon
which is too shallow for motor use. :
Camp set vp and talks with Luluai and other men re tae
elections in the afternoon. Candidates nominated.
Lench. Talk given re taxes, meetings, elections ete.
Polling carried out Yerakai ward, Mro Wearne poll clerk.
Be'lot papers counted and checked, provisional winner
announced. Talks with men re canoes for DDA and the
crocodile sBin industry. One complaint settled.
Overnight Yerakai.

Walked from Yerakai to Caramambu, track dry at present.
Latter half of track belonging to Garamambu excellent.
Lunch and rested.

Talk given re election, taxes, meetings, and old village
officials, candidatcs nominated, ballotvpapers stamped.
Polling carried out Garawarbu ward. Mrs Wearme poll clerk.
Ballot papers counted and checked, provisional winner
announced. Talks with aew councillor and other men re tax,

Overnight Garamambu.

cesven 3/
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29.11.67 :
0830-1215
1215-1320
1320-1430

- ws e

1430-1540 ;

30411.67 3
0800-1100 ;

1100-1200 ;
1330-1600 ;

112,67 :
0800-0900 ;
0900-1015 ;

1015-1230 ;
1230~731C ;

1310-1350
1350-1450 ;

2.12,67 :
0800-1200

312,67

‘,12,62 :
0800-1200

1330-1600
1600-1700

- e e

2212.67 :

0800-0915 ;
0915-1000 3
1000-1115 ;

1115-1440 ;
1440-1530 ;

1530-1600 ;
1600-1700C ;

Walked from Garamambu to Yerakai.

Loaded cance. Talks with some men re cance for DDA again.
Rowed to channel where the mese$ motor could be uced,
down channel until patroi met one A.Karmel with a

brcken starter rope on his 20HP Merc. Repaired this.
Continued on to Ambunti. Cargo sent to office and house.
Police constable Gigio stood down.

Visited Yessan, Maio, and Brugnowi in speedboat for the
Ambunti L.G.C, elections, but these peopl had not been
informed last week and were not all available. Told that
the elections would be held on the 1/12 at Brugnowi, and
5/12 at Yessan and Maio.

Returned to Ambunti. :

Diary up to date, election figures, and patrolreport for
Sepik Plains C/D,

To Brugnowi by speedbnat.
Talks given re election, taxes, meetings. etc,

Candidates nominated, ballot papers stamped.

Polling carried out Brugnowi ward., Mrs Wearne poll clerk.
Ballot papers counted and checked, provisiomel winner
anpounced,

Talks with some men re a complaint against Yambon.

To Ambunti.

Ambunti roll of electors compiled and Polling commenced.

Sunday, at Aabunti.

Ambunti ward polling continued.
Ambunti ward polling :ontinued.
Ballot papers counted and checked, provisional winuer

announced.,

To Yessan by speedboat with const. Gandi.
Waited for all Yessan and Maio pesopl teo gather.
Talks given re elsction, taxes, meetings, etc,
Candidetes nominated and Gandi began stamping ballot
papers.
Polling carried out Yessan/Maio ward.

Ballot papers counted and checked and provisional
winner announced.
Talks with some meu re a complaint against Iniok men,
To Ambunti.

Eledtion patrol completed.
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Conduct of the Blectiowns :

The elections held were the first for the Ambunti Local
Government Council and only the second in the area; the other
being the 1964 House of Assembly elections. Elections were held
for 10 wards, comprised of 13 villages. There were 3 cardidates
at 7 wards, 4 at one, and 2 at one other,

At most wards nearly all the people had decided which
candidate they would elect and clear majorities were shown in
all wards except one. The exception was at Yambon where the Tultul
won from the Luluai by 6 votes. The Tultul had obviously mounted
a campaign some time peeviously and this had the desired effect.
On two occassions people from one village voted for a candidate
from another, and although in both cases there were ties between
each village, it shows that scme people were thinkijg in wider
terms than just their own village. Alsc noted were frequent
cases of wives voting differently to their husbands; a sign that
they understood the secret ballot! The women voters also had a
wabit of voting in mass for onme candidate, shown at the Ambunti,
Yambon, Brugnowi, and Garamambu wards.

The turnout for polling was excellent, only in isolated
¢ases did any person abstain from voting without offering a reason
(such as caring for a sick persom, being aged); and indeed the
amount of interest shown indicates how these pedple are willing
to try almost anything to better their ecomosic position, All
places had some males and females who needed interpreter assistence
for voting. They were predominantly elderly persons.

The only incident occirred at Yerakai. Yerakai is now
8plit into two separate villages, about 10 minutes walk from
each other, one being all the Seventh Day Adventist adherents,
the other comprised of the remaimed» remainder. The SDA hamlet
has the larger population and put up one candidate, whereas the
other hamlet nominated two candidates. As to be expected the
candidate from the SDA hamlet won, After the announcement a
gentleman from the Yerakai itself (not the SDA one), jumped up
and complained bit:iterly about his place losing, that they would
now see the rest .:ouse built at the SDA hamlet and would be
ignored by the council. After he had calmed down a little and
everything had been explained to him in great detail by myself
and constable Gigio (who comes from Yerakai), he still was not
oonplotoé:rsatictiod. A Yittle later he asked whether he could
vote at amambu the following day, and after another round of
detailed explanations he was at last satisfied that there was
nothing further he could do until the next elecgions in 12 months
time.

Apart from this no other incidente or trouble was
encountered during the slections, all places being well behared
and orderly. Neariy all places expressed satisfaction at the
results of the elections and seemed pleased that the voting had
given the result they had anticipated. Altogether the electhons
in the 10 wards this patrol covered were a success and served to
gain the interest and attention of the people.

(K.P,Wearne.)

Cadet Patrol Officer.
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Appendix A :

List of New Councillors for the Amt unti Local Goverament Council.

Ward. Councillor.

m‘u Samago-Far'um. (from Ambuken)
Yamanumbu
 Avatip Tamsin-Jambundu.
Yau 'umbak Kapamau-Kondeimeli.
Malu Marambang-Kapapami .
Ambunti Kontrak-Nagwan.,
~ Tamdon Garu-Jam. (ex Tultul)
Brugnowi Kain-Agindimi.
Maio Leimo-Wargo. (from Maio)
Yessar (ex Luluai of Maio)
h’lkai Wani-Wamuken.
Garamambu Loman-Taui .
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW CUINEA

Ref: §7=B8=34

Department of District
Administration,
KONEDOBU. Papua.

Ootodber 4th, 1968,

The District Commissioner,

=Iiil:"ﬂl Diatrict,

PATROL NO. ANNEL 0,14 OF 1967/63.
Your reference_§l=let2 dated 10th Segteubew, 1978,

I acknowledge with thanks receipt of
Special/FENUEIXEEERECCASIEIS RIS IRRLIRR Report by
..momv.h”’..!.OIOOOtto CIE B B B B B B B B R N )
.'.m‘m‘.OO“l.'.....tllCl Cenaua Dlvj's.to“

riss ddireet to the ;
sent ot Inforoatiom ams Sinsien Sorvies consernite Veansistor
radios for

Riwer Potrol Post should
mow&w:‘:m.!dm

cc, Mr, R.K. Treutlein,
May River Patrol Post,
Bast Sepik District.

* Delete as necessary.
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Department of District Administration,
Sub=Distriet Cffice,
AMBUNT(, B,S.D,

Rafesrence : 'y
LRl 2n L LA

T,.}'."[‘.

P

25rd Aucust, 1968

i v

el ¢ 400
e Assistant District Commissionmer,
é!B“E"’ T

]

)

"o TAMBUNTI PATROL REPCRT NO, 14 CF 1967768
s .

'. A .; o

' \Submitted herewith is the above Patiol Report to cover my
activitias in tie May River area, investigating the Wobaru

Murders anl thu two other reports of wiolence received by me .

during the patrol

Late submission of the report is due to the interpretation
éifficulties exparienced when the 10 defendants arrived from
Geeen River without an interpreter. I weonted to he able to
inelude some concrete facts concerning the Yobaru murders and
could not do so until a&n interpreter had been secured from

h}‘ Tiver.

The uso of quarto paper in paurt of this report is due to
the present chortage of foolscap here in the office.

. Rl
(R,K, Treutlein)
Assistant District Officer
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ANBUNTI PATROL REPORT NO.14

' of the zbeo’ weentiomed report submit
l...h.l., “‘“ﬁ:.. District Commissioner. -

due course.
/’j -
o  n e f
/’\’.‘ . / (/;
o'de b2
GeCo Director,
Department of Distrist Administratiom,
KQNEDOBY, PAFUA

It is ronsidered essential that a special allocation
of transistor radios be mads for distribution to selected
viliages in the May River area,

For your information and records, please,
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but he unfortunately found that most of the sites he looked

3

SITUATION REPORT <::>

The patrol did not have the intimate longterm contact with £
the villages visited to form an opinion, or to glean any facts for
pertinent to the political development picture. S

Economic

e o=

Economically May River is a depresseg area. Aside from
crcodile skins and the sale of labour to flanatations there
is practically no source of income available at present.

There is no cashcropping at present, and any that develops
will require considerable assistance from the Administration
in the form of free transportation to Ambunti, of any produce.
This should not be too difficult, as the Workboat goes to

May River quite regularly and could carry back produce.

A hopeful sign is the discovery of gold, in small quantities
in the May River Mountains. These finds were investigated re- 018
-cently by Mr L. Schmidt Senior Mining Assistamnt (Native Mining)

at were very poor. Nonetheless, the Tultul of Pekwe has been
doing some prospecting on his own accord and has allready
collecsed a small amount. It may be that his efforts will be
rewerded with reasonable strike. At any rate, any amount of in-
-come, no matter how small will be welcome in this area.

In the higher reaches of the May River Kauri pines are
found, aad the copal gum which can be won from them cculd pro-
-vide some income fop the liianmin people. This gum brings 5¢
per pound at Ambunti, and with freet transport from May River ;
should bring 5S¢ a pound there also. It is reasonably easy to
collect, as the tapping methods are very elementary and should
b2 exploited as a2 small scale form of economic development in
this area. People near Ambunti, at Wagu have been shown how
to collect it and were able to bring in 10001bs of it a few months

ago.

Social

There is no School operated by Che Administration in this
area., The Seventh Day Adventist Mission, however, opengd a gchool
opposite the lMay River Station recently. This school is still
gquite small, but will doubtlessly be expanded as required.

Health in the area is probably quite reasonab}e. There is
an Aidpost, staffed by an Aidpost'Order}y at May River, and
difficult cases are evacuated to Ambunti. :

Mr. D. Lunistrom of SDA Ambunti ‘eports Fhat he saw a number
of Yaws cases in the Kauivia, Wobaru Tigi area. He treated these,
but it appears that an antlyaws campaign may be pescessary.

TR o o RTINS A 1267

ad SN S

-

e




E $
!o". ‘ /g“n. ‘
&

©;
/

iir Lundstrom told me at May River that he intended to report the
laws cases U0 the medicel Authorities, and I presume that he has allready

12

dlone S0 q
The pmpose of this patrol was the investigation of the Wobaru Q
furders, and these are covered elsewhere in this Patrol eporte. % .

s,

In addition to the "obaru murders, a number of other reports of

violence were investigated. All of them proved to be innocuous or

- based on exaggerated rumours. It is perhaps significant tha% the

- actual proven case of trouble occurred in uncontacted and unpatrolled
country, on the outrkirts of the May River area, while the false
alarms occurred within the lay River area. It is my opinion, based

. of discussions with pecple during previous housekeeping'trips to i

lay River, and during this patrol, that these false alarms are simply

a symptom of the anxiety the people feel at the fact that they do ‘

not have an officer of this Dep,.rtment permanently posted there at pre=- 5

b} a

-gent.

As far as social development is concern2d the May River area
comsists of three zones which tend to shade into each other. The most
highly developed zone (for this area!!) lies in the vicinity of May
: River station, and generally along the May River up to perhaps Burumai,
along the "aniap Creek, to Waniap and along the Sariap Creek to Wanium. |
These people consider thems@®ves reasonably sophisticated and law "
abiding citizens. They have given up the Law of the Bow and arrow and ﬁ
consider themseives to be under the "Shield of the Law", as administered
| by this Department. Furtherout are the people who are collectively
| known as the "Biruas". These include the contacted and patrolled
groups along the eastern side of the Sawtooth Range, from Wobaru in the
North Wect to Naukwi and ‘telinu and Didipas and Miamin in the South
Vest, and to the east of the May River, those villages which are
| situated to the South Last of Wanium ( Samo, Inagri& Amu, Yei). ldei B
| The people of the inner zone consider these "Biruae" as probahly reason- | §
| -ably friendly, but still not quite civilized and therefore cangerous. ‘3.‘4' ‘
. They would not like to miet a "Birua" alone on a dark nighv. by
r ' Purther out still, are the uncortacted, or practically unccatacted and

N R R SR IR = —

| Wpatrolled "Wild men" of the bush, The people of the inmer zone %
consider them to be dangerous and to be avoided at all cost, Those of L
, the "Kirsua" zone treat them with care and respect, althorgh they have
social relations with some of themes The fact that they are dangercus
' ¥as proven hy the Wobaru murders, the Anauaries are "Wild Men",

As a result of this zonal development, the people c_>f the mndr

' 20me feel themsleves to be hemmed in by danger on all sides. Their only
' salvation im the fatrol Officer At May River and the Law he represents g
' ad administers. When the last Officer departed om leave and was not e
| Teplaced immediately they felt themselves without protection and at g
Wild Man who happened along. There w;; . | N
tonsider i and the people were afraind that they would be 5

! le€t to :Eiiraﬁ;eggvmes. I Gvaspapproached on a number of eccasions ;
by Village Officials and others worriedly enguiring when they were .
80ing to get another Officer at lay River. 1 did my best to alleviate

| | their fears, but this is not possible on short trips to the station once

‘ ¢ mercy of any Birua or
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The Wobaru Murders

the Facts as known todate. 4

- % )

every month., This climate of anxiety and spprehension is a perfect
breeding ground for rumours and exaggerated rumours based on rumours.
Everyone of the three unfounded reports of trouble came from the inner
zone, and were directed at people from the Birua zone.

S .

The only answer to this problem, s far sa I can see is to post

enf officer to May river, or at the very least institute an intensive :

patrol program for this area, fcom Ambunti/. Either way, en officer o .
will have to be tied up for some considerable time én ¥hE May River )
Administrative matters. The swift way in which the Wobaru murders 4
and the other reports were investigated may have done sonething '
towards alleviating the "cople's fears and assuring them that they §
have not been forgotten. H

Two Missions are presently active in the Area. The Seventh
Day Adventist Mission, controlled from Agbunti and the Assembly
of God Mission which presently operates from their station near | o
Pagwi. The Catholic Mission (Order of Friars Minor) is also starting =
to extend from Nuku into this area. At present the SpA'Missions !
appears to be the strongest. Mr Lundstrom SDA Ambunti informs me that
the people of the “auvia and “olaru area are building an airstrip for
his Mission. At last report the clearing work was progpessing we 1.
This strip may be usefull in the future irn administrative work in this

arede.

Yiscellaneous

The patrol slept at a hamlet of Tipas, situated on an island o3
in the Segik River.pI have visited Tipas v;llagg in the past from e
Iumi, and it was then situated about two miles inland from the
Sepik, in the Lumi Subdistrict. The hamlet I siep at is of qulye
considerable size and probably houses most of the people in this o
village. The people informed me uhat‘they were in the process of leav-’
-ing their old village, as the new site is more conv1plent to
the commerce of the area (Trading canoes) e mn}sﬂnew_31t§ for the
village places them technically in the Ambunti Subdistrict. There
has in the past been much moving irounnty tpe:i E;gpiié ggdtg:oups
of Tipa ve been variously writtem in R
Lumi gng Egggigih%opulation Registers., It appe&rs that another such

Operation may be nescessary aga:n in the near futuvre. :!

While at Tipas L was told by the ‘ultul tkhat Lumi wa§1constructi-
-0g a station at the Yellow Jiver Mission Airstrip. . € telked of \ %
g
:

3 e - o v 3
4 gaol, Police Accommodation and a residence for & ngrol fficer.
Todate nothine has been heard &bv this office from Lumi regarding

any such sxpansion of their Admin i

¥ b, administratiye ienf agd_degireable g tr
Bgf%lgfb%h%d@§§L§§’Sg‘if% g%%g&¥ﬁe“hu%§ ou%g%s%rlc% 1% a .
Post or Base JAmp ig indeéd being set up. ii
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The Wobaru Murders

gﬁ} Facts as known todate.

- The Ananari people were aparehtly once part of the Agrame
group in the ™ay Rlvgr area. A long time ago they broke away from
Agrame and went to live in the area which they presently occupy.
Phey have affiliations with at least one other group, the Yinibi
people who live further up in the foothills of the West Range.

Tpe wobaru gnd Ananari people have been visiting each other
for quite some Pime now, and it appears that they have been on
quite friendly terms in the recent past.

It appears that on or about the 5th of June 1968 a party of
Wobaru people, including amonz others the deceased Negiam and the
fitness Imo were at Ananari. Imo remained behind when the others
left, he has been quite friendly with the Ananaries and knows their
area quite wel). The Ananari marn Imari (alias "Eye no good") asked
Imo to take a nessage to Negiam, asking him to come over with the
rest of his fanily to get some native tobacco. (Fhere is some
discrepancy here between the defendants' statements and Imo's
evidence, as they say that Negiam and his family came without being
asxed). Imo says that he took this message to the bush house
iulabo, where Negiam was. He claims that he could see nothing
aoout the “nznaries behaviour to make him suspect foul play.

The party at Aulabo consisted of Aiyam(Snr), here two sons
Negiam and Imamo, their wives: Aiyam (Jnr) and Tamili and Yamili's
daughter Yanio and small child Sisili. These seven people on
receiving the message _rom Imo teavellod rather slowly, because
Yamili hss a bad knee, to Ananari. Um the way they shot a walilaby
ani cooked it. They arrived at the small Ananari garden house

just before dark. They were invited into the house.

The men, with “anin fillowing her father, went up the men's
ladder at one side of the house, while the women went up %he
ladder at the other side. The men and women sat down in separate
sections of the house, as per custor Walls made it impossible
for the women to see the men. Small talk was exchanged 2nd smokes
were lit. Imamo called out for the cooked wallaby and.diviQed
it. Ther he called for some hotwater sago, from nis wife. He came
t0 the door of the roor inwhich she was sitting. "mari was at

that door,.
door, Yamili_saw,K Imarji strike him
down §§t§m§5°a§3Te Xﬁrg¥§hmgﬁe,xg 8é nameé Imari, and ano%ﬁer man

Yalio then stzbbed him with hone daBgers. At this point Yamili
and the other women fled from the house. On the way Aiyam (Jaor)

was struclk a blow from the blunt end of an axe, inflicting a painfull

bruise, which was still in evidence three or four weeks later.
The women fled sway from the house. Aiyam (Jnr) aud Yamili made

good their escape, but Aiyam (3nr) was killed ou*side the house.
Meanwhile, in the house the aitacks on the men were continuing.
After beine struck with an axe ané stabbed with daggers,
shot many 5 -
were later recovered from his remalns.

Imamo was
times with arrows, by§ at least 10 people. 56 arrows
Allmest simultaneously with

e,
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| tne attack on Imamo, two men attacked Negiam from behi d s

| pim down with axenlofns.‘ Negiam fell, but was able to rggeaggai;ruCk
{and to escape from the house. He was chased across vhe garden clearing
and brought down with arrows in the bush, at the edge of the clearing.
Again about 10 men shot rhun full of arrows, 2nd 38 arrows were re- :
.covered from the body. I‘l}e young girl Sanio was attacked by either
two, or four men, who variously stabbed her with arrows and tone
daggers. (there 1s some conflict between statements on tr .s point

at present)s The old woman Aiyam (Snr) was attacked and stabbed

in the neck by one man, Imo Alias 2apua/ Imamo, and she died near

the house.

The two women, Aiyam (Jnr) and Yamili managed to escape and
hid in the bush. Aiyam(Jnr) went into hiding quite close to the
spot where her husband died. She claims to have heard what sounded
| like deathrattles, after the commotion died down. Both women continued
| theie flight home to Wobaru at first light in the morning.

! Quite a large group of men are invelved in this killing. The

i pames of 19 men have been mentioned in statements from the detainees.
| These people come from Ananari, Yinibi and other neighbouring groups.
At present © men are in custody here at Ambunti. These six were
arrested with 5 others, who are not implicated, by a patrol from
Green River. The remaining 13 alleged wrongdoess ars still at large
in their home area, which is located in Green River Patrol Area,

The motive for the killing is still in doubt. One detainee
stated that it was a pay-back kiliing for sorcery worked by the
two men and the cld woman. Others deny this and state that they
killed these people purely on the spur of the moment. There is also
some conflict between the avidence cf the Wobaru man Imo, who tells

| of a message to the deceased, asking them to come to ‘nanari. All

the detainees so far interviewed deny that any such message was
sent,

The Police investigation was hampered initially, in the inter-
-viewing of th~ detainees, as an interpreter had to be speclally.
orought down from May River. “t is now proceeding and three dettinees
have yet to be interviewed.

The investigation is somewhat complicated by the small number

| of names used by these people. gs & result some of the detainees

| have the smme names as witnesses, or as the deceased eucC. This is
causing some confusion at present but will be iromed oute

i

————— A ——————

The remaining wrongdoess will eventually have to be brought
to justice., This is going to be rather difficult, as they have had
little or no contact with the Administration in thelir villages,
although some of them have been away to the plgniamons._ They also

ve in scattered groups and will have to 9@ picked up piecem:al.
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