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Be9 \l8il ~letters w ch Df. zilard received in the period 

:from November 19Gt to th end of' Mey 1962 - in response to his 

speech - indicated thct a proposed politic 1 ovenent would find 

~tronc popular support . ~ro closely inter- related comnittees 

the Council end the Lobby for Abolishing War were established in 

e.shington, D.C. on June 2nd. 

The s rme Board of Dir ctor is res:po sible for the :polici es 

of both oo ttees, and the same offices appointed by the Bo rd 

of Directors are responsible for their operations . The Board of 

Directors of the Co · oil ~nd the Lobby for Abolishin.B ar are: 

Mr. a. Ruth Ada ms 

illiar.1 Doer~ 

.Bernard T. Feld 

.Allan F rbes, Jr. 

. ! ;.aurice S . Fox 

Dr. U~rsaret Brenman 
Gibson 

lorton Grodzins 

James G. P tton 

Arthur Penn 

Charles Pr.tt, Jr. 

The Bulletin of' the At mio Soientis a , 

Chio~so , Illinois. 

Ycle University, Nmr Haven, Connetiout • 

~nssaohusetta Institute of Teclu1ology . 

Co.mbride;e, ssachusetts . 

Cambridge , !ass ohusetts 

.o.sse.chu etta Institut of Technology, 

Cambridge , Uassaohuset ts 

.Arsenic Centre, Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 

University of Chico. ~o , Illinois 

The Farmers ' Union, Denver, Colerado. 

111ew York, N.Y . 

New York, 7. Y. 
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Daniel M. Singer 

Fra.nl'".J.in stahl 

Leo S..,.ilard 

Gen ral Co n.el for the Feder ation of 

Americcn Scientists; VI ,abington, D.C . 

University of Oregon, Eugene , ~rcgon . 

Universi ty of Chioaeo, Chicago, Illinois. 

At the present time, William Doering and teo Szilard serve a.s 

co-chairman of the no d . 

sident J Allan For"',)es, Jr. , 

Vice-President; Daniel M. Singer, Secretary and Truasurer. 

The members of the Council and the Lobby are the following: 

Profesnors Charles Coryell, L!assaohuset t s Institute of Technology, 

Vlillia.m Doering, Yale Universtzy, John Esda.ll, Harvard University 1 

Bernard T. Feld~ llassachusetts I..'1sti tute of Technology 1 Maurice Fox, 

Massachusetts H Institute of Technology, Franklin Stahl, University 

of Oregon,, David Ho· ness, Stanford University, end Leo Szilard, 

The University of Chioa.go. 

The functions of the members o:r the "ounoil and the Lobby are: 

to amend the bye-la,. a 

to elect a.ddi ti c·na.l members 

to elect t l1e Board of Directors. 

It is not the. function of the members of the Council and the 

Lobby to determine the policy of the Council and the Lobby; thiJt is 

the function of the Bor..rd of' Directo~s . It is aleo the ~~otion o~ 

the Board of' Directors to appoint the of'ficerG who are responsible for 

rhc operations of' the Council and the Lobby. The role of the members 
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of the Council and the Lobby roJJ,y thu.s be oompnred to the role of' the 

6ha :rcllolders of · aorpors.tion, who ele0t t..lle 11!-ectors of the corporation 

but have otho~se no control over tl1e policies and operations of the 

corporation. 
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27th August, 1 962 { V - 2 ~ 

HOW DID IT ALL BEGIN? 

Starting with the Harvard Law School Forum in the middle of 

November, 1961, and ending with the University of Oregon in the 

middle of January, 1962, Dr. Leo Szilard gave a talk at eight uni-

versities and colleges . In each case he spoke before large student 

audiences and a fterwards the students distributed mimeographed 

1 
copies of the speech t~ their elders in their home communities.~ 

As the result of these activities, Dr. S~ilard has received by 

May 31st about 2,500 letters expressing strong support for the kind 

of political movement he described in his speech. Because of this 

encouraging response, the Council and the Lobby for Abolishing 

Law were set up in June in Washington . 
¥-

The excerpts taken from the speech of Dr. Szilard, which follow, 

give a genera 1 idea of Dr. Szilard's proposal: 

"Ladies and Gentlemen, For a number of years now, you have had 
an opportunity to observe how we as a nation, respond to the 
actions of the Russians, and how the Russians respond to our 
responses. Those of you who have watched closely the course of 
events in the past six months , m~ have been led to conclude that 
we are headed for an all-out war. I ~self believe that we are, 
and that our chances of getting through the next ten years with
out war are slim. 

~1. 

"I personally find myself in rebellion against the fate that 
history seems to r_ave in store for us, and I suspect that some 
of you may be equally rebellious. The question is, what can you 
do? 

"War seems to be inevitable, unless it is possible somehow to 
alter the pattern of behavior which America and Russia are 
exhibiting at present. You, as Americans, are not in a position 
to influence the Russian government; it follows that you would 
have to bring about a change in the attitude of the American 
government which, in turn, may bring about a similar change in 
the attitude of the Russian government . 

* The text of the speech appeared in the April issue of the BULLETIN OF 
THE ATOMIC SCIENTIST and reprints can be obtained from ~BULLETIN 
at 935 East 60th S'treet, Chicago 37, Illinois. J.l. 



-2-

............................................................. 
"If' you stay in Washington, you may gain some insight into the 
manner in which governmental decisions come about ; you may get 

a f'eel of what kind of' considerations enter into such decisions, 
and what kind of' pressures are at work . 

"With President Kennedy, new men moved into the administration. 
Many of' them understand the implications of' what is going on and 
are deeply concerned. But, they are so busy trying to keep 
the worst things f'rom happening, on a day-to-day basis, that they 

have no time to develop a consensus on what the right approach 
would be, f'rom the long-term point of view. 

~ 
"There are als~ number of' men in Congress, particularly in the 
&enate, who ha e insight into what is going on and who are con
cerned, but m stly they lack the courage of' their convictions. 
They may give lucid analysis of the trouble in private conversa

tions and then at some point or other they will say: 'Of' course, 
I could not s~ this in public .' 

"In Washington, wisdom has no chance to prevail at this point . 

* 
"Last September, LIFE magarine printed an article about me which 
said that I was in Washington trying to find out if there was a 

market f'or wisdom. Thereupon, I received a flood of' letters 
f'rom colleges and universities inviting me to give lectures. 
Most people get some pleasure out of' hearing themselves talk, 
and so do I; yet I did not see much point in going around the 
country giving talks, if' all I had to s~ was that there was no 
market for wisdom. Theref'ore, I declined all these invitations; 
that is, I declined all, until Brandeis University invited me to 
attend a special convocation and receive an honorary doctor's 
degree. At that point, my vanity got the better of me, and 
I accepted. At Brandeis, I s,poke at dinner informally to 
the trustees and fellows of the university, and this was my 
closest contact with grass roots since I moved to Washington if', 

indeed, you may regaard the trustees' and fellows of Brandeis as 

grass roots. 

"I told them at Brandeis that I thought we were in very serious 
trouble; people asked me what there was that they could do 

about it, and I had no answer to give. 

"Is there, indeed, anything that these people and for that 
matter I, ~self' -- could do at this point that would make sense? 
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"When I got back to Washington, I started to think about this, 

and I believe it will be best now if I simply recite to you 

how my thoughts, developed from this point on. 

"The people who are capable of seeing current events in their 

historical perspective, and oepeb1 e of realiz~ what needs to 

be done to change the seemingly inexor8 ble course of events, are 

in the minority. Perhaps if this minority were able to unite on 

a set of political objectives, it would be able to take effective 

poli tical action. 

"The first thought that came to my mind was that such a minority 

could set up an organization in Washington -- a sort of lobby, 

if you will -- which would bring to Washington, from time to 

time, scholars and scientists who would see current events in 

their historical perspective. These men would speak with the 

sweet voice of reason, and our lobby could s ee to it that they 

be heard by people inside the administra tion, and also by the 

key people in Congress. 

"The next thing that occurred to me was that these distinguished 

scholars and scientis·ts would be heard, but that they might not 

be listened to, if they were not able to deliver votes or cam

paign contributions. 

"Would they be listened to if they were able to deliver votes 

or campaign contributions? 

"The sweet voice of reason alone could not do the job, campaign 

contributions alone could not do the job, but a combination of 

the sweet voice of reason and substantial campaign contributions 

could very well do the job. And if the mi nority, which this 

lobby would represent, would be willing to make up for its numer

ical inferiority by making annually campaign contributions to 

Congressional candidates in the amount of 2,% of their income, 

they could set up the most powerful lobby that ever hit Washington. 

"The contributions of 20,000 people, having an average income of 

%10,000, would amount to %4 million a ye~r. The contributions of 

100, 000 people, having an average income of %7,500, would amount 

to $15 million a year . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
"I did not come here to enlist any of you in such a movement or to 

launch such a movement; I came here to invite you to participate 
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in an experiment that would show whether such a movement could . / 
be successfully launched. .J J t.ri.I....-

"First of all, I ask each of you to look into rour own heart and 
try to discover whether you yourself would want to participate in 
a political movement of the kind described, provided theiobjectives 
as formulated from time to time -- appeal to you and you thought 
that the movement could be effective. 

"Further, those of you who wish to participate in the experiment are 
asked to show a copy of this speech to people in y our ho~e community 
who might be interested and to determine who of these would be 
likely to be part of a dedicated minority that would give all-out 
support to a movement of the kind I have described • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
"If the result of this experiment were to indicate that such a 
movement could get off the ground, provided it wer e started in 
the right w~ and on a sufficiently large scale, then the Council 
and Lobby for Abolishing War would be set up. 
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DRAFT - to follow on p.l~o . of HOW DID I'!' ALL BEGIN / 'i'k. y l. 

'M& a:HIJ4i sM>,_letters which Df. $:dlard re~n-t1le period 

from November 1'962 to the end of May 19"fJ:~I:......:~~~ror.~rlu-+ 

speeeM ' indicated that ~;It'Jf~ political l]}O_.)I'em,e.;n~t~~~~~ 
~e~ ~t- .!.I' r7Y /",.., 

~o closely inter-related committees 

the Council and the Lobby for Abolishing War were established in 

Wasirin~teB, I;>. S . on June 2nd. _) 

~ The same Board of Directors is responsible for the policies 

of both committees, and the same offic~appointed by the Bocrd 

of Directors 1are responsible for their operations. The Board of 

Directors of the Council and the Lobby for Abolishing War are~ J ~ ~~ ~(; 
Mrs. Ruth Ada ms 

William Doering 

Bernard T. Feld 

Allan Fc;rbes, Jr. 

Maurice S. i Fox 

Dr. M~rgaret Brenman~ 
Gibson 

Morton Grodzins 

James G. P tton 

Arthur Penn 

Charles Pratt, Jr. 

The Bulletin of the Atcmic Scientist s, 

Chic go, Illinois. 

Yale University, New Haven, Conneticut. 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology , 

Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Arsenic Centre, Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 

~ University of Chicago, Illinois 

The Farmers ' Union, Denver, Colorado. 

New York, N.Y. 

New York, N.Y. 
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Daniel M. Singer 

Franklin Stahl 
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Geaoral Getm~el for the Federation or 
t t••l 1 111, ~~ '/II tt ~ 

.Amerrcan Scie1'rtis.;t.s, W shington, D.C. 
I I I 

University or Oregon, Eugene, Oregon. 

~~~( University or Chicago, Chicago, Illinois. 

At the present time, William Doering and Leo S3 ilard serve as 

Co-Chairman or the Board.~ 

CThe orricers are: Bernard T. Feld, President; Allan Forbes' Jr. ' 

Vice-President; Daniel M. Singer, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Tne members or the Council and the Lobby are the rollowing: 

Proressors Charles Coryell, Massachusetts Institute or Technology, 

William Doering, Yale Universtiy, John Esdall, Harvard Universi~s, 

Bernard T. Feld, Massachusetts Institute or Technology, Maurice Fox, 

Massachusetts K Institute or Techhology, Franklin Stahl, University 

or Oregon, David Hoeness, Stan£ord University, and Leo Szilard, 

The University or Chicago. 

The runctions of the members or the Council and the Lobby are: 

---------
(to amend the bye-laws/ ) 

to elect additional members/ 

to elect the Board or Directors. 

It is not the runction or the members ~ the Cotm:cil Mid the-. 

~to determine the policy or the Council and the Lobby; this is 
~ 8tt~~(_ It--~ 

the runction or the Board or Directors/ .J+ is alae the fnncti ea ~ 

appoin~the orricers WPO a•e responsible ror 

rhe operations or the Council and the Lobby. The role of the members 
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of the Council and the Lobby may thus be compared to the role of the 

sharreholders of a corporation, who elect the directors of the corporation 

fh\ 
but have otherwise no control over ~~olicies and operations~~ 

~~ . /r. 
h/~ ~ ~~ c/1--t ;-t_( h~, .~c./:/~· 


	mss32_b026_f02_001
	mss32_b026_f02_002
	mss32_b026_f02_003
	mss32_b026_f02_004
	mss32_b026_f02_005
	mss32_b026_f02_006
	mss32_b026_f02_007
	mss32_b026_f02_008
	mss32_b026_f02_009
	mss32_b026_f02_010

