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Analysis of the actions ot B.n. rrigan, manger ot the 
Imperial Valley Farme~s Aesooiation, bl Centro , Oalit. 

Som of the terr1tio abuses of the importation ot exioan. t am 
work rs oan be undestood by analyzing the otions of them nage ot 
the .Imperial. Valley F rmera hSsooiation. 

lthougb in theor7, the individ~~l t a rm.ers should be in control 
of this ssooi. ti~n, in pr0ctioe, they live in red of being not 
permitted to have workers . y th 1\asooiation . u . B. Dept . ot Labor 
regu.l tions shoul.d be oh gad so t.b.,~t e oh far.me rtnk s hi own 
application o the u.-3. ept. of l., · or tor th workers !1e neects. Th·en 
t.b.o .. ,ssooia.tion vill be the in tr e11ta li ty by means of w c.h the 
·'e:xio n workers re imported to t e United t1t tea. The J.\ssooi t1.o.n 
will not then have the power to lv1 tll hold th numbe,,. or workers th t 
the individual t ermer desires • 

. ndividual t rmers t:Jre in dread of B.,\ . Barrigan who h c. s th power 
of eoonomio lite or de th ov r 'the f a rmers . It Hc-1 rr1gan r fuses to 
give them workers, the f armer is ruined. F rmers hdve poken to 
the Vommitte for tt1 l'1·oteotion of J:foxioan ilOl'.'k ra and have expressed 
their f-ars and say they hop that tbi C mm1tt e will be able to 
t ake rrigan otr hi~ high horse . 

Individua l camp operutors , ,hose oHl1 sou:ro or workers is .from 
Harrigan and his Ir.:tperial Va lley Farmers As ~oo. lso express their fear 
or him. If they do not get workers , their ops ar ollt of business . 
These camp o ners are illegoll7 reeding wot-kers And ob rging them 
.mo.re than t.b.e co•ts of the feeding, ma.ke ,;il . 00 per man per da y profit . 
Since many o,f these camps have .ore than 200 men, this mean a pro.tit 
ot 200.00 a d y or more depencting on tue 1ze. ln addition l urge sums 
are made in oontraoting workers whioh is also 111 gol. 

The stage 1a then set tor any abuses . Th o pop r ators in 
order not to offend · 'r . H· rrig.sin and to be ebl to et l aborers trom 
him, buJ their supplies l1ke grooeries eto. fro Mr . Harrigan•s 
wb.o.les le oonoern . ·,r. Ha rrigan has u paper organization. Ife bas 
no wa rehouse e.nd he ha s no truo. s. Ile just h s big tholes lers in 
Los J ngeles and San Diego s nd truck doin dth the supplies and unload 
the atutt at the various ca ps . r. Herriga n makes wholesaler's profits 
wi thoat ny of the risks of being a wholesa ler. ~10 work 1.t yoa c?.n 
get tt. 

1.r;r. Harrigan orders th1s oamp or tllat can p to buy their bretid :from 
this ba king oo:., p 1 or that b king oo.rupany. ~· y is r. Harrigan i.nter
te:ri.ng with the oamps aa to where thoy bay their bre-d'i and the oamps 
do 1 t or els • Recently , Mr . Harrigan has gone bo1.1t ottering contr ot
ing to f armers e t sl1 b.tly lower rate,s than other ca: p operators. ~lr. 
Harrigan•s · perial Valley Farmers ~ssooiation is supposed to be just 
an importing outtit IOr ex1aan workers an.d is llppased to just try to 
keep things on an even keel. Instead, we find him oompeting with his 
own members over whom he has the power of eoonomio lite and death. 

-nr. Harrigan toroed the Housing Authority ot Imperial County 
to give the Im.peria~ Farmers .asa~ciation lease for ,)~ , 000. 00 a ye r 
when others .b. d bid higher than 12,000.00 per :,ear. !his inv brod a 
campsite on North Imperi 1 Ave, Brawley, Cal1t. At th~ time the le3se 
w-as mnde , the firm ot W.ra4dn and Carrillo w spaying ,1 , 000 . 00 par 
monta rent tor the camp. 'r. Harrigan h s too mu.oh power and should be 
CHtrbed. 
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