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Irrigatio S~tem 
on Capitan\ Gr de 
R as erv& t io)\1• . 

\ D~EPARTMENT OF TH.E INTERIOR 
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE 

OFFICE OF CHIEF ENGINEER (IRRIGATION) 

622 BUMILLER BUILDING 
LOS ANGELES. CAL. 

October 14, 1910. 

Hr. Ed Fletcher, 

President Ed Fletcher Company. 
San Diego. California. 

Dear Kr. Fletcher:-

' • 

' . 

I have delayed answering your letter of Augnst 30th un-
til the construction of the lines as set forth by us was s-
sured. The additional expense caused by the installation of 
the measuring boxes. as required by your company, increased 
the estimated cost of our pipe lines to such an extent as to 
exceed the available fun~. For this reason it was necessary 

E.F.-·2 

painted on the meaaur·ing box), the beginning and end of the 
rotation period, the amount of water in Cal. inches to be 

. 
delivered~ the length of :flow in hours, &nd the acreage under 
each line. !rhe constant (which is obtained by multiplying 
the flow 1n inches by the time of flow m hours-divided by 

the acreage) indicates that every acre 1n the system receives 
the same amount of water during the period of 14 days. 

This system should be 1n force during the irrigation sea-. 
son. hioh is assumed to be 120 days, or 4 montlis. .Of course 
alfalfa w111 require irrigation for a longer period, or until 
the rains come, and occasionally an Indian may have a few 
vegetables the growing season of which may overlap this per-
iod and ·whioh will probably require a little water. At pre-
sent there are about 2 · ~ores of alfalfa under each of lines 

. 
Nos. 8 and 9. Each line will require a 20 inch :no for ·a 
period of. 10 hours, once in 14 days, until the rains set in. 
Under line Eo. 14 there are a few vegetables that will prob-
ably requira one additional irrigation. 
ten inch flow for about 10 hours. 

This 111 require 

You will observe that the amount of water requir d be-
yond the regular irrigation s ason ia quite small. Whil I 
oan give you no assurance as to the acreage that wUl be 
planted to alfalfa by th Indiana, as no· on has the author-· 
ity to diat te what they shall or shall not rais , it h a 
been my observation that the Indi contin a hims 1 0 th 
growing of corn, beans and vegetabl for his own use~ and 



I I ' ' 
E.ll.--3 

I can see no re~son to believe that the Indians on this • 
reservation will prove to be different t.oom those on other 
reservations in Southern California. 

• 

The Indiana have not the moral or legal right to waste 
this water, and if this shou~d occur, the matter should at 
onee be taken up with the Superintendent of the Reservation, 
who will stop the waste. 

Again thanking you tor your courtesy, ~d trusting that 
you will have as little trouble with · the Indians in the fut-
ure as you ·have had in the past, I am 

Very respectfUlly, 

h.R.D~'\. 
Superintendent of Irrigation. 

enos. 

CRO~C. 
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6 I WSP-WX 

Mr. c. R. Olborg, 
. 

A:pril, tv1cnty-third. 
llinoteen thirteen. 

u. s. Indian Irrigation Service. 

• Federal Building, 

Los Angeles, Cel. 

Dear Sir:-

As requested some timo ago . I am forwarding prints 
• of. the Con~ios Reservoir and Canal Application to Interior 

Department. . 

We have naked for prompt action on this matter 

in a letter ' to the Secretary, sending copy of Strite Railroad 

Comtlission' s order; which orders us to rebuild the flll!le. 

Very sincerely youro, 

. . 

• .. 



• 

. . 

5-1148 

. Acknowledginil.JNITEO STATES INDIAN SERVICE recepit of 
prints for 
Conejos res. & 
etc. 

IRRIGATION 

528 FEDERAL BUILDING 

LOS ANGELES. CAL:. , 

Mr. villia~ s. Post, 

924 8th St., 

San Diego • Cal. 

Dear lli. Post:-

I am in receipt o~ your 

prints of the Conejos reservoir and Canal Application to 

the Interior Department. It is not clear to me whether these 

prints were intended £or transmittal to the Office, or to ~e 

retained in the files of this offi~e for my information. · · I 

have heard nothing further from the Department respecting ~he 

m~t~~~~d trust it will be speedily acted upon. 

Thanking you for the ~rints, I 

Very truly yours, 

CRO/AR 

• 

Yr. O.R.Olberg, 
U.S.Indian Servtoe, 

Los Angeles. Cal. 
My dear -Olberg: 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 924 8th St • 

Kay 1, 1913. 

. . The prints recently sent you of aPI>l1cation for Cone 
Reservoir and oanat, were intended for · your office. 1ly und.erstand1 
was tba t you had been obliged to send the o~y COPY . ~ou bad w1 th y 
rePort to Washington, and tb.a t you wanted a copy for your informa 1 

We have asked the Secretary to speed UP the attent 
to this matter, and bope for PromPt aot1on. I shoUld be glad of 
word from you, 1n case you bear f)lrther rega:rd1ng the aPPl108t1o 

Very s1noere1y yours, . . 

, . 

J 

I . 
• 

.. 

• 
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. . 

.:1' • • , s cr. \•• • 

628 FEDERAL BUILDING 

LOS ANGELES, CAL. 1 June 28 1 

:Post, 

#924 8th St. , 

San Diego, Cal. 

Dear !lr. Post:-
• 

\ -

I um in receipt of your letter of June 26th, 

arranging an appointment for the morning of July 3rd. 
• time will be convenient for me, and I will be glad to see 

you and Hr. Games. ~ 

Very 

CRO/AR 

15-1148 
• 

• DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Rel. meetinglJNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE nt Los Angeles~ . 
of:Cice • . IRRIGATION c. w · co . , 626 FEDERAL BUILDING 

• 

LOS ANGELES, CAL 1 June 2 4, 1913 • 

Wil-;tiam s. Post, 

#924 8th St ~I 

• 

San Diego, Calif. 

Post:;. 

. . 

I have just returned from Arizona, and found your 

of June 9th awaiting my reply. 

I will probably be in Los Anffeles continuouslY . 
. 

from now on until the middle of July, and \70lild be glad to 
. 

meet you and Mr. Games at any time to suit your convenience. 

Very respectfully, 

A .Y( .0 M-v--, . 
Superintendent of Irrigation • 

• 



.. 

w.oo. 
June 26, 1913. 

Ur. c. R. Olberg. 
Los Angeles, Cal. 

Dear Sir:-

I have just tal.ked with Mr. Games on the 'phone. 

He says he can start the afternnon of July 2nd, 

(next Wednesday), take the Owl. from San Diego W~dnesdlq 

tiiglrt and he and Yr. Post \70uld like an appointment with 
. 

you at 9 A.U. Jlll.y 3~d (Thursday) ~ it is convenient. 

Elcaae inforc ne if this is aatiafa.ctory. · 

Very truly yours, 

• 

C!Lf IJ 

• 
.. 

. . . 

- @6 
.C. VV. CO. · 

. FILE 
• 

Jul.y J., 191Z. 

Mr. c. R. Olberg, 

Indien Service, 

Loa Angeles, Cal. 

Dear Sir:-
lJr Games now tl1i nks it ia out oi' the question 

to oomo to Loa Angeles ut all • because he saya it will take 

three days of his time. The final roDuJ. t is that he will 

complete hie report by _Ju1y loth on tho Oonejo~ Application 

and :forward 1 t by mail to you. 

I am very muoh disappointed at tl1ia O"J.tcome end 

you will understand that he is ready to confer on the 7th 

if you oou1d come to f?anta Ysabel. The Cuyamaoa Water Co. 

will gladly pay the expense o.f your coming down on tho 

· night train, Sund.a.y the 6th, and \ve could go in a car to 
. 

Snnta Ysabel, you oould then ::-eturn at 3;00 o'olock P.Y. 

Yy urgonop on this matter is booause Yr. ll~ of 

Murray & Flotoher, ie now hore on one · of his jnfrequent v~aits 
• 

from Jlontana and they are consider~ the budget for tho 

01Q"OJl1aca Water Co. now for the next year. Wo aro assured by 
. . . 

the Seoretar; of the lnterior Department, that this matt or Wil.l. 

tpy r) 



• 

• .. 

WSP to CRO #2 
• 

be settled the instant the Indian Service reports. 

Very sincerely yours, . 
• ... ' . . 

WSP-WK 
-. 

.. 

.... 
. . 

, 

• 

• 

FILE 
Rel.Supt.DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Games 1 re]?OrtJNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE 
rel.reaervoir 
Bite f.: right Of IRRIGATION 
Way On LOB CanejC\Iia FEDERAL BUILDING 
~ortion of Capitan 
Grande He a. Los ANGELEs. CAL. , August 7, 1913 • 

. . 

Mr. w. s. Post, 

7f924 Eighth St. , 

San Diego, Cal • 

Dear Sir:-
. 

I am in receipt of ~up~~inte~~;~t ~~~es' re~ort on 
.,. ' · ( ~ 1 . ... ,.- . ' 

the applica~ion :for ri(!hts of \"iay ·and· reservoir site on the 
. 

Los Canejos portion of the Capitan Grande Indian Reservation, 

and am transrnittinl! the sarne, with appropriate col!lrlents, to 

our Washington Office. Mr . Games also transnitted to this 

office copies o:r two rnaps of the rights of way and reservoir 
• 

site which you desire. It is necessary for me to transmit 

these copies to the De:partment; and I wish thut you would 

kindly let me have two additional a~s; one ior our files 
• 

and one for transmission to the Department. as they require 

all mupa,and othor documents of this nature. in du]?licate, 

Thankine you for the mapa and trustine that you 
. I 

will get the rights of way without fnrther delay, I urn, 

. Very respectfully yours, 

CRO/AR Superintendent of Irrigation • .. 



.. 

• 

LAO-WK, · 

• 

. . ' 

. . 

AUGUS!r 12 • 1913. 

• ... 
Mr. c. R. Olberg, f 

528 Federal Building, 

Loa Angeles, Ca1. 

Dear Mr. OJ.berg, 

Pursuant to your request of ~he 7th inst. I 

am today mailing you two sets of mapa of Conejos Cana.J 

end Reservoir. 

. . 

. 
· Ver.y sincereiy yours, 

.. 

I • 

. .. . 

. . 

\ . . 
' 

WA~Bft RIQH~S VOLOAN OOMPABY 

Memorandum of convorso..tion Vlith o. R. Olbers, Februarz 24,1916 • 

~e Indian Servioe olnims 6 second feet or 300 llliners Inches 

for the Rincon Reservation if it is in the River. They claim that 

this is the capacity of the Rincon Ditch and their ditch right is 

superior as a ditoh to the Escondido diversion and in tmy case 

superior beoauee of riparian <mnership. 

They nlao recognize that after tla.y the s1lmmer flow deoreaaea 

to '16 J.linere Inohes in ordinary years and may even be perfectly dry 

in very dry years. For this reason they plan pumping plnnts to 

supply themselves with pumped water but have been disappointed in 

the extent of the oharaoter of the gravels. To operate these pump-

. ing plants they have entered into the arrangement with Escondido 

to buy power from the Escondido plant • 

The: olaim of the Indian Servi oe at Pal a is also 6 second feet 

or 300 L!iners Inches. 

To return to the Rincon Indian right, Mr Olberg's position is 

that the oonstruotion of r:-arner Dam must reoognize the summer flow 

and 'tho problem is to detennine what the present regime of the 

river is in the summer time and establish a relation for low ater 

fiow under present conditions at the Esoondido intake with the 

summer flow at llarners Dam. It is agreed that Mr Olberg Will 

plaoe an atomatio register at the Escondido intake and spend as 

muCh as hie Department will allow in plaoing a oonarete sill serosa 

the RiTer so as to moke it en aoourate station. I suggest for the 

Voloan Oompaily that our hJdrogrnpher at ~ amers Dam be instructed to 



2 

visit the station weokl:r and take oare of the records as our 

contribution. :81' the time this summer is over it will be known 

wruit the summer flow at the Escondido intake is and ita relation 

to the snmtner flow at Warners. This then w.lll be the basis of 
the amount whioh the Indian Service will require to ·be tuned 
out during the snuuuer past \':arner Drun. 

I think it is clear that this position of the Indian Service 
tho.t notbing shall be done at rio.rner Dam whioh will interfere 

with the summer flow measured at the Escondido intake is correct 
and enforcible and that the Volcan Company ·ahould recognize it. 

. I also think that it will not involve much ~u:rden on the Company 

or amount to much in quantity of water especially if as !!r Hen-

shaw suggested some time ago that all the waters be convoyed in 

our conduit for 6 miles and then a steep pipe line carried to 
the Escondido intake where our delivery of water will be without 

loss. The .Indian service ha.ve employed an engineer named Bell 
of Los Angeles to make a complete study of the relation of the 
oonstruotion of 7:arner Dam to the water supply of .the R1noon 
Reservation as well as at Pala. At Pala, however, the opinion 

is that Warner Dam will not affect the summer flow. r Olberg 
also mentions that the conditions should be suoh that the gravels 

on the Rinoon Resez vation should be restored each :;ear. On this 
point I have no doubt but what the looal watershed will seoure this, 
and the oonstruot ion of Warners Dam will hnve no affeot on it. 

Ur. 0. w. Da.uer. 
c/o c. R. ~Oldbere, 
Sunt. of !rri atioll, 
T,o: A~ el~!S . Ca.li~ornia.. .... . 

• 

Oct. 21 ; l 14 . 

Ur.- L . 1~ . :Boone of thi.s city ia tryin~ to ::'r?. !-~ trou".: le J~cr 

. 
beon ao vioiouo n.s to ntte::Ift to otir up tro'.~ .le fer us ·.1it~: t' ~ e Dc-

r-artm9nt ett 7ae ~.in:_--tcn. An:l c ::.nl !~.s tr.· t to oa·· ... ,.1:·~ c.~~ not us aro a 

jol~e El'1d r.l r:e nimrly to ho.ra.«:Jo us. 

Tho ruoordn e.re tr~ beat evid.e:1ca , ~ nd s'ho:: ":} .. • .·e ta ve 

al-;a:·tl done "'hat we ha.v4' art~eed to ·-:ith t - In i ans. except 111.3 uri r._: 

a a!iorta ge of vm.ter for ahcut three Vlcc":s 'tl:i s Bun~r •. c~uacd by tl e 

lea.lt • c ondit i on nr our flu r.:e, micl compel led U.s to line 1-t with 
' 

• 

rubberoid r oofinr; , wit t .e result tr.~ t vr2 are sn.,r r~ go:: C\~ our ror nr 

losses by leagn.ge. This t1orlc ,,.n,o done ·by order of the Re.i 1 roa. 

or the Stnte of Ca.!. ifornia. The longth of our flu: ie : mil .... a • · .nd 

you can realize w~~t a job it is to .ut a flume in ~~od c~ ndition ~or 

that diot nco in throe waoka' i~e. ~e had fivo or ni~ cro 
it meant such n. na.vi ng to the or.;,sp n:r o.nd to th c oon~~. rs ~ 

no one o jeoted to it. 
All tr is trouble 1 th Jut no no 

d he writ or .no .. over 

r vr u 

on 

on . an 

0 



• 

o. u. •• 

I roi'" r to t e Ueyor and Cot':jmon Counc:i~ of' tl» City o:r 

DieGo as tot c 1rro3. ons1 .1lity ot Jude Doone. In fact, hio 

c i r:s t"" bst three yeare are lu11crous. Si:-:ply by way o:r illuo-

t ra:"":i r, ~·e ~ nted tr.o ~crea o~ J."iBht of \-1~.. for pipe line; J'u1 

J none t ru , ·c c1 ients de~-mrled $10 ,000 dam~c and costs - the· jury 

t -'e~ 328.50, :rat it cost us ovar $1500 to secure the !irOl)Orty 

:t c rt· e-nation r-roceedin a, ::md even now Judge Doone has appealed 

t' e ca.~e t o t e Buprenc Court. It is not a. rt"Uttcr or expense \lith 

•• c·'l -..... ... . ... it is s i .. l:r :> .c ... ire '"o do all ti ey can to ar.noy this COr.lf'any. 

· Re ard ing the ~·u:;:pins of water out ~ t ?:e lands of the 

I r. i ..,,., " ..,.: , , t'!!"t-
-~.~..-, · -- - c. •• 'h "lt we secured t he consent or t~ .e Governrnont before 

·.-:e i::stnllt~d t : !s -u . . ing pl nnt , a d tl" '· water is t ken out at tho 

lo ~er end ~ tl'! rPaerva.t1on by ~.eans of umpin~ pl.anto. The location 

~ ne72r 11a.d ::.ny _ ffect wha tovcr on t .. e su ... ply to 

t~e In ia""1G, :rcr t~ .ey r.e vcr ha.vc, ueerl t h ie water :llld cou!.d not g~t 

it excc .t by _uttin:; i n pu:t.ping _·J.ar.ta. 

A -r~ as· all t c rest of !!:r. Boone's chaJ.•gcs ru-~ concerned, 

t·- e:.~ ~ ro ust a.s ri icu1ous, a a. _:ersonal . inveat!St'.l.tion r~ill 

~1er~ 1 one reference i cl1 reflects on your Indian Super-

• Y'l~ no .a nt -· .. .. C ~ k .! #·-rae , .::.r. -C r r:t 0 ~. 

n~ ~ .. e ~ .. or ~-· 1 i Hn~i a ~~. ~a n~~ on , should be ple anod to do so. 

t l • ~"oCor::d.ck but t o o- three t irres in rn:.t 

..,.entleman . .... nd. a. . 
c~re_~~1y lookod ar~.r the in+, reata of the Indi~a 

to onni !lit,,. .. 
n • o• 

.I ' 
\ ) 

0 ,.,. -r.o • w ...... -3-

Agency; ·c.loo t~· . Govcir nor IIira:n 'J. Johnaon , llr. John Il. Eshleman , 

- ruBi ' ~nt of !:l1e l~ilro::td Cornmiaaion of t11e Stn.te or 
also to Representative KQttner of this district, t e 

to ~hom L. ·L. Doone re~aru. 

Ca.,..~. :rornia., 

A copy of this le~ter han been nar.t !o Represcnt~tive 

Kettner. 

F-S 

. . 

Youra very truly, 



re indian Service 
clai~s to water on 
:rtincon ·~nd :Pala 
Reservations. Calif. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE 

mr. tl . s. Post. 

IRRIGATION 

628 FEDERAL BU IL.DI NG 

LOS ANGELES. CAL. 

April 16, 1915. 

Chief Engineer, Cuyarnaca ·ater Co. , 

San Diego, California. 

Dear Sir:-

~he united States lndian Service claims, on behalf 

o:f t .he lnd iana of the .nine on lndian .tte.servation, San Diego . 
CountJ, California, the first three hundred (300J Calif. 

miner•s inches-- six second feet-- of the flow of the San 

Luis rley ~iver. at the head of the Escondido Ditch . rts 

claim is based on ri].)arian rights and early priority riehts 

due to the diversion of approximately that amotmt at the 

mouth of the san Luis rley Canyon, on the Rincon lndian Hes-

ervation, and ita beneficial use on the lands of the reser-
-vat ion. lt also claims BQffioient of the underground flow , 

or ~ercolating water underlying the ~inoon Reservation, which, 

when made available by pumping, v1ith a r asonable lift, and 

added to that flowing in the river. will make a total of 300 

Cal. miner' e inches \7ben that amount is not :Clowing in the 

river. 

~his water will be used on the aoo acres of 

lands of the Rincon eservation. 

~~ . s . l? . --2 

~he united ~tatee lndian ~ervice claims. on behalf 

of the .Lnd ian a of the l?ala indian l'!eaervation, ;Jan ieeo 

County. California, the first three hundred i300J Cal. 

miner•a inches-- six second feet-- of the flow of the ~an 

Luis Hey River, at the head of the lndian Ditch on the above 
• 
reservation. lts claim is based not only on its riparian 

riehts inherent to the indian land, but also on the early 

priority right due to the cl iversion of that amount through 

the indian Canal , and its beneficial use on the indian lands 

of the Pala Reservation. It also claims sufficient of the 

underground flow, or percolating water underlying the Pala 
-

Reservation. which, when rnade availalJle by pum1)ine, with a 

reasonable lift, when added to the flow in the river, will 

make a total of 300 ual. rniner' s inc be s when that amount is 

not flowillff in the river. 

~his water i s used on 600 acres of the Fala rleservation~ 
. 

l reffret that l was unable to s up])ly you with this in-

formation at an earlier date, but was prevented from so doing 

by my absence in Arizona. 

very truly yours, 

• 

Superintendent of rrieation. 

uRO/ W?C. 



•• 

r. • •· .. Olberg, 
·• :1 • In(\i A.n Service, 
Fedor nl i3lc1~ ., 
:of'! ; ngElle s, Cflli :r . 

, . 
• • &I onr ~:r. Olbnrg: 

,-
\ 

•· 

• 

Undor ao.vnrv te cover I n sanlling mav of the 

Yc.lley loncls nlon:; the f1 p.n ~ :toso Eivor. This cloes not 

neooss~rily r~present ril)ttrian lands for tho reason thnt t:here 

ore nnny hunclrede of Heres of Hesn lends that Rre Also ripnrian. 

::y interpretation ot riparian lands 1 a thnt it is 

f!ny hnd uncler one ownarshii> extendins froo the !.~esa to the 

Bravels :fed by tmdergrcnmd waters .frotTl the stream., the .!. onlY.:. 

exception being th~t tho o·,·.ne.rshi!l has nlways remnined the same, 

since the ·;nite'l ::t nt as patent , wi thout having sold the :· een land 

to one party and the water bearing gravels retained in suoh 

o~m~rship. f the ::eaa lnnds hnvo been sold 1n,1Allandent of tha 
. . 

·r;;~ter bcnrine lAnclS then they become non-ri_pa.riN1 1 ellen af~·· _. 
onP- individual might tharenftar l>urohnse both the f;:ean lnncla and 

the ri vcr bP nrill!_ ern vale. 
' . 

This i.e n pr1 vate reoorcl of the C\lyamaoa ·,,'nt ar oo. 
and I ·,11 sh you would consider th 'l in formatf.on~m1~eft'ti:t~~r."""~ 

f er ··s this tter 1a ooncorned. 

Yottra vo~r trnl ,.,., _ 
.. til DO NOT REMOv e· 

• 
r.UYAi~\Cl" ,ATER cor. >Ain?\t.JY LETTER 

• • 
F~O ~1 · THIS FIL!!' . . 

·~ ·:a •A.; • ' 

, 
) 

l!r. c. R .. Oldberg, 
Supt. of ll'rigut1o.n, 
Ind i .an Service, Federa l Bldg., 
L'Oe An r_,elea 1 Cal it. 

'Jl.y dear l.!r. Oldb e:tg: 

January 15, ~916. 

Enclosed fi nd clipJ;ing showir1g that 

.City Attorney Cosgro-v e says his fight is no·t ,,o;ith the I ndian 

Sezyice. 

Yours very truly., 

CUY AUACA TTTA~ .. ':l ~ C01£:>AI!Y, 

F-S 

.. 
·~ [·.: 7 - I I' (• • • ' 

( I \ , .. .. 
..__ - . '- -

.. -·' -· . ... ,_ I r;: · - • 
• • -• I (,_ 11 • 

I . \ II ::.. 
' ._J I 11..-'--. 

.,.. --



Ur. c. R. Oldberg. 
Supt. Irrigation Indian Service, 
Federal Building, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Yy de::u- 1. .,.. • Oldb erg: 

Januar,y 24, 1916. 

We have just received a letter f rom our 

attorneys in 'llaahin~on , llritton & Gray, th ·~ t a bill has already 

been int roduced o will b e i nt roduced by the City of San Diego, 

grantin~ to ~fte City o~ San Die o the right to con demn property 

on ~n e ..:.:1. Capitan Reservation, included in 'the Cuyamaca !later 

C:>nrany's per:nits, md th·lt this bill han already been referred 

to t"le I n ·iian O"'f ice ~ar report. • 

~.:11 you kindly t U<e the matter up with '"he Indian Service, 

and, i:f r o s ible, secure copies of' the bill, not alone f or your 

~~n records, but 1~ you c~ consistently do eo ~or this office, 

~a ·-;ell. 

Yours very truly. 

CUY AJ!AC WATER C01IP MTY I 

I I traiiager'. 

• 

F-S 

CUYAMACA WAT£RCO. 

FY.E Ne. ___ $_~ ____ :_ 
• ...... -- oos { 

• . 
t, 

Hr. c. R. Oldberg, 
Supt. of Irri~tion, 
U. S. Indian Service, 
Federal Bldg •• Los An les. 

Friend Olh erg: 

• 

Feb. 7, 1916. 

Enclosed ~ind clipping 

from Sunday morning's San Diego Union 

ot February 6. th9.t will be of interest. 

F-S 
' 

• 

Yours very tru~. 

Hanager. 

CUYAMACA WATER CO • 

f-\!.E No •.... ~- *-·· · -·-. ···- . 
DO NOT n~MO'IE 

A:;·t L~ 7T.ER 
FRQ:.l 1 :-HS F1LE. 

• 



Feb . 2 3 . 1916. 

Ur. c. R. Olberg, 
Supt. of Irrigation, Indian Serv i ce -. 
Federal Bldg. , 
Loa An gal es , Ca lif' • 

• 

Friend Olberg: 

:Enclosed find copy of bill intro ~duced 

in Con 6Tess by Con , e sman Kettner. Give ·me letters to 
a ny of you:r £rienda in Uashington, if' you will, and 
oalige, 

F-S 

Yours very t r uly, 

I CUYAM'ACA WATERCO 

. F~.l_E No. ----~-~--------~ 
DO NOT REMOVE' 

AN Y LE'TTER . 
FROM ~HIS f71LE. 

·' 

• 

l. 

. . 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
EUC . lett ere · . 
of introd t1cUNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE 
t ion • etC • IRR IGATION 

528 FEDERAL BUILD l NG 

LOSANGEI..ES, CAl.. Harch 2 , 1916 . 

rnr . Eri 1t'letcher, 
•I! Cuyanaca ~Yater Co • • .. ; "'T • ··..; 

Fletcher Blde., 

San Dieeo , Cal . 

DeRr O:.jr 
• • Fletcher: 

I found your letter , toeether with a copy of the r roy.osed 

bill for the acqn.isition by the City of Sn.n })i ego of the Ca}J-

itan Grande Indinn Reservation for a reservoir site, on rny · 

desk '.ln my return from .\rizonn. 

I enclose herewith letters o~ introd r1ction to the Hon. 

Cato Sel ls, Commissioner of Indian J.:finirs, und l~r . '' · IJ . 

Reed , Chief Eneineer of the Indinn Service, both ut .7nshington , 

D. C. 

I called nr> !'dr. Code, former Chief Encineer of this Ser-

vice , and askecl him to recoml-enll to me some uttome:1 who wou.ld 

be COT!l]!et ent to bundle yo,ur matter in ~Vushinrton. if ~ron. d,e-

aired to emllloy him. Mr. Code recornrncncletl ver~r stronrll 

Judf!e Prank R. Pi ere e, ·>f this city, f orr"lerly J'irst ilssistunt 

Seoret.ary of the Interior. Mr. Code n lao mentionen ;·r. Pinney . 

now conr ecterl with the lP.IJUl encl •)f the Interior :Je11t1rtnent, 

• 



\'ho nQn.lr1 he in a ])Osition t) recotmnP.ncl to !TOll n 1 :rorer antl 

1-:~r ~ C )de staten t"1at he \!0 tld r1rite ~ron 1 Prson~.llly , CiV -

inE' y1a :1. letter of introduction to !!'r . Finney in ,·ushinnton , 

!:> . c . , ~n·1 also visit Jlulre Pierce witil ~ron or rive JOU a 

1 ette r t tJ him if ~ron desire . 

I hu.ve ·1rit ·ten !.;r . 3.eed , senclinr ~1im ~rottr cor>~' of the 

rill , n11r1 1 tu~e this opr ort'J...lli tl to 1ish yon ever:r success 

u 11rl. w. ll les.stl"1t j onrney to ''/ashinuton . 

If t ~e !"e i.s ~n,- other w u ..... r in \I h i.P !1 I c t!n n s sis t 'TO u ... " , 
r lease let ··le knorl . 

A • 

CJ.0/.\3 Sttperint enclent of rrirati on. 

E~c 

,l I ,. I 
f • ' 

I , 

er. c~ R.. o lberg 
c/o Zakwdhoz 
'lif'lia, ·~s. 
o •. s •. s.B.. 

117 dear llr. Olberga 

Jlq B.t%th 
l 9 5 0 

• 

I .as very g]ed to get your letter ot the lOth. It is 
most intereEting and the San Diego Union is going to 
print it in f'l,,,. Give me some idea or hov long you are 
goiDg to atcy' over there. 

1he stock a:set'ket crash has made us all scratch grnve1 tD 
make a living. fl1' persona1 texas are $82,000.CO. Things 
are picld.ng up ~ome, however, in the ael.e or real. e state. 

• 
ibe .fmaily- nre all well. We have hed a wonderfUL v1Jlter 
and I hnve raised about trs,ooo.oo of forty pound boxes 
of potatoes,ihey made a big hit. 
. 

!hcloaed. fbd P'-)tato orticlo that will be of" intereat, 
also bulb article.. 'lhese bJlbs are rnised in the center 
of my subd1vleion. Al:so I am enclosinG an article froa 
the San Dleeo llagazine on the UatloDBl Highrroy fight. 
~s w1ll give you something to rend if you have 6fl7 spnre 
IIOIIGilts. 

SeD DJ.ego won outt in its pars.mo1mt r.lght suit to the water 
of San DJ.ego Rlver end we are .appealiDg to the Sopre!!le 
Court ot the Uzai'ted States. 

I.os .lageles is ~ !J. bad vn.rr• ihq have nn iJl:d=ction ngainat, 
th 1n the oranp lllver Voller I;llstrict tor tss,ooo,ooo.oo. 

.. . 
!he 0oo''dp Ikml was dedicated. twas - "' Oaae of Hamlet with 
Hal et lett oat aa ;:rtnt shoold ~- there. 

• 



• 

· Col. Ed. Fletcher, 
1020 Ninth Stroet, 
San Di~go, Calitornia 
u.s.A. 
liy dear Colonela . \ -

, 

. . 
I 

Titlia, Transcaucasia, U.s.s.R. 
April 10, 1930 ,. 

• . . 

, 

Both Mrs. Olberg ahd I ~ere delighted to receive 
your very wolcome letter and to learn that there was a chance that 
you might. visit Transcaucasia. From what little news we hear or 
America, it s_eems that you might as well take a rest, and visit 
Europe and Asia, while waiting for things to improve. From all 
accounts the u.s.A. · must have got an awful wallop in the stock market 
crash. 

• T~s country,as I believe I told you in a previous 
letter is almost exactly like our West. ·The climate at Tiflis is 
somewhat .cooler than Los Angeles more like Portland, ... Oregon. The 

·-Caucasian mountains or the Caucuaus as they are called, is a magni-
ficient range that lies between this country and Russia proper. The 

· mountains are iDhabited by tri bee or Georgians, . who are practically as 
Wild as our Papago Indians, except that most· of them live in stone 
houses with tile roofs, while the Papagos live in mud houses. It gave 
me· quite a shocJc nt first "to see ·wild white folk, with the women sitting 
around for all the world like squaws. ·uost ot them are dark about ilke 
Italians, and quite handsome, particularly the men, while most or the 
children are beautiful. I can't say so much for the women, perhaps 
they kept the pretty ones under· cover. A certain tribe called "Hell-
zurians", at least that is the way it sounds, are blonds, lighter than · 
I am with red checks and golden hair. It is claimed that :f;hey ·are de-

·scended from a band or English Crusaders Who became lost in the Cau-
casus. The na~da .that they carry are straight and have a cross hilt, 

_ · differing from .the usual Georgian glade which they all carry, and t}ley 
' wear a red Crusaders cross on their jacket or sleeve. They still sport 

·. chain maii and a kind or armour for the fore arm. I succeeded in aecur-
. .. ing an outfit, .including a sword and buckler, but the Russians have so 
· , many .r.estricti~ns that I don't know Whethe~ I will fbe allowed to ta~e 
· it out or the country or not. It is or no great value, but woUld be 
.. quite a curiou~ity to us. _ 

• 
f .. . .. 

• .. , 11 am one or a .Board or Forei~ Con~ulting Engineers con- . 
siating ot three Americans, which form sort or a puzzle department for 

~ the. autonomous !Republics or Gebrgia, AaerbaidJan and Armenia. Aler-
baidjan lies nlong the Caspian and Armenia along the borders or Per~ia 

· and Turkey:. Each has o. e6rt of little Reclamation Service, with a 
clearing house at Tifl~a where we are loanted as an adjunct to the 
Transcaucasi~ Technical Council Which in turn ia under a Central Tech-



• 

#2 

niaal Council .in lloscow. Our work covers evorything from pumping 
plants to dams, so there is no danger or our becoming rusty during 
our absence from America. 

Trancaucasia is potentially an immensely wealth¥ agri-
cultural region, but practic.ally undeveloped. For a sanll country, 
scarcely as large as Cnlifornia, it is astonishing how DI1Cb agriculturo.l , 
land it contains. It formed the ancient route between Asia and Europe, 
and as each succeeding horde destroyed everything in its path, the in-
habitants eventually became discouraged and ceased to attempt development. 
This at least seems a logical explanation, and also accounts for the 
reme;ns of ancient cities and ruined ~anals that are scattered along 
the valley or the Kura and Arax Rivers. 

It is an exceedingly interesting country and I wish I 
had more time to explore it. When absent from Tiflis on an inspection 
trip as we frequently are, we are so rushed with the work at hand-- that 
we s~arcely have time to more than glance at the ruins as vre pass. 

The Russinns are making quite elaborate preparations 
for tourists in Tiflis even moving us out or the hotel,where we h~ve 
bean all winter, into housekeeping quarters, so the,r will have more 
room. ~ • 

• 

With kindest regards from us both to yourself' and Vrs. 
Fletcher, and hoping that we may see you both in Transcaucasia, I am 

C.R.Olberg1 
c/o Zakvodhoz, 
Tiflis, Trans. 
u.s.s.R. 

Sincerely yours, 

\ 

\ 

I 
• . \ 

Col. Ed. Fletcher, 

Washington, D.C. 
February 19, 19~4 

San Diego, California. 

"}.'Ji---._ ~ dear Col. Fletcher: 

I deferred replying to your letters until I could 
contact Byers. He showed up Saturday afternoon at the Cosmos Club 
with Mr. Bennett and advised me of the trouble they have been having 
with El Capitan. Byers left for San Diego the follo~ng morning, but 
Bennett is still here.. I may be ablo to help some, but could have 
been of greater assistance if I could have been on the job earlier • 
However, I will do my best and hope we will be successful u~th El 
Capitan as it is a worthy project. 

There is little hope, however, for Lake Hodges as at 
present set up. That must be entirely revamped to have any ch~ce. I 
suggest that the request for the repairs of the dam be presented ~ the 
legal owners of the dam, and the contract with the C1ty of San Dlego 
set up as an asset. The District will have to bond itself for the 
repairs. I want to discuss the matter with Bennett and ~11 do so as 
soon as 1 can contact him. Perhaps we can use the application as it 
stands as a basis of a new application since the State Field Force is 
being disbanded and new applications are no longer being received. I 

( 
believe the stopping or new applications is a mistake, but the only way 

X J --\. to remedy it is for the states to raise a row. Perhaps you can do your 
A~ ...., part for Califor,nia. , 

}-~ 

X 

I was advised confidentially some time ago by the R.F.c. 
that they required 95~ of the outstanding bonds, but would accept 90% 
at a pinch, so if La Uesa has 95~, Lee should come on at once and close 
up the deal, and also secure hi.s loan from the P. W.A. I would not wait 
for any more of the bonds, but shove the matter through to prevent the 
possibility or further delay. 

. V\ 
I have your letter trom.Harritt, g 

~~ You will note thnt Harritt apparently had all his trouble 
with pipe that was exposed to temperature changes. Even steel pipe 



ill pu 1 p rt n nk und r oimil r condit one unless •t pro-
vi ed · h exp n ·on joints Th only ea on that o-c 11 d pun 
concrete pipe is use on city mains is th t cit supply s sually 
subject to p essu e, and s un pipe i better a.dnpted to t t purpose 
han ord1nary concret p pe, bu nder ad that the e a ·n 

·o not under pressure. I i ·a no, ordinary concrete pipe if properly 
made, is ndapted to the purpose and considerably cheaper. Either · 
variety if expo ed to the a ·r must be provided vtith expansion jo nts 
to avoid troubl • I b ve no ··sh o get in a jam ~. th Harrit , but 
ha e to see t~e di ric sub ect to an unnec,esaary expense. I would 
have en led a~tention to the tter in cons · daring the loan, as I had 
a perrect right, but d d not do •t to avoid any contro ers al issue, 
thinking I could stra·ghten the tter out with the d·s~rict 1 te • 
Tell H rritt there ie no objection to using spun pipe _ h · i e i 
under pressure, but less than 25 pounds per square inch, • is a need-
1 s expen e. 

I hav be n ass.embl. ng data on the 1est Coast o exico, bu 
have not go •t in shape yet. I am preparing a sort of prospectus o 
both Pale n and the est Coast . am dvi ed rrom a reliable source 
tha the exican a thorities ~ould not oo th ravor on a Jewish 
coloniz tion scheme. What is your opinion? It occurs to me ha ·here 
must be many Germans other than Hebre that ar dissat • sr· ed th the 
Naz regime. t may be possib e o organize a German e ·ca Amer c 
Company th t would meet the requi ements o£ a 1 three nat on , d not 
confine •t to the Je~1s I h ve friends in Ge many that might be interest d 
in the t ~r. Uy riend S ders h had o many troublesor his own 

hat h s·tated to bot er b m His wife rinally di d few ays ago, 
ana I wi 1 get in to ch \v.ith hi a con s I decent y can. bol~eve 

here is a tremendous opport n1ty · he e if e ca ,, rk it out. Let me 
have your react on resp,ect ·ng a German lex · ~c American org ization 

I sa Ed. Hyat and had dinne wi h 
erican Soc ety or Civil Engin ers He pro 

self togethe but I have not see 1m s nee, 
to loo h1 up. 

at meet ng o th 
to get Byers and my-

d I hav b en too bu 

am sorry I did no get a ch nc to see you h you re 
here, but t1 d up wi h a dinno engageme • enclosin as 
per your req st, t o copies or my exper c ecord for us here t 
do ~he most good. 

r • 01 erg nd I r both grateful for th frui c w 
apprec te v ry uch , Thanking ou fo it nd your e forts 1 my 
behalf I am 

Sine rely your · 

A. .'(\ .0- • 

Enc 
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