Jaly 16, 1959

One of the ringleaders and the chief expiociter of the Mexieanlaborers
is B.i. Harrigan of Ll Centro, Galif, He is the m r of the
Imperisl Valley Farmers issoclation of Xl Centro, Uslif, This man
wields great political power and dominates loeasl enforcement agencies,

Nine yours ags, B.i, Harrigan was the Coumty Farm isgent. He was kaown
as a one sult man, llow he is driving Cedillscs, I Hne yecrs ugo, he
became the manager of the Imperis)l Valley Formers .ssoc, Eu:&a

d4id not invest any momney in this orgenization, This orgenizetion is
sapposed to be a noa profit organization.

Vaay farmers belomg to this orgenization so that they can get workers
(imported Mexican laborers). If a fermer wants %o get workers, he has
to do what Harrigen tells him., 1 have found that the higgest fammers
are in Tear of Harrigan.

There are many caape where the Vexiean isborers live. The owaners of
these ocamps are in fear of Harrigan., Harrigae will not permit Mexiocan
laborars to live at these camps if the owners dont do what sHarrigsn
says. Harrigan mekes the camp owmers buy almost everything through
him for ex.mple: beds, blankets, food ete.

Harrigan hes set up ¢ whlesale food comeera asnd the oump owners have
to buy from Hevrigan, The camp owners feed the Vexiosns and mske
¥1.,00 per laborer feeding him daily. If the cump Xxbursx owner hae
1000 workers, he mskes 1,000,00 profit daily. 7he gcump owner is
out of business if la an does not let Mexiean workers go to the
eump. The stage i= then set for kickbacke to Marrigan.

Harrigan in buying beds, blonkets, food ets. from manufuoturers
and blg food preoceasors sad having the mmmu %o do this for
15,000 workers hxymx MxExkhsxfieddzsiioms has the atage set for
kickbacks from all these big suppliers to him.

e know two deber bread Salesmen-drivers who were supplying a

oamp neay Seeley, Calif, Then the camp owner %old the drivers, ke
eant buy from them. Harrigen ordersd this change, Coatinents]l Baking
go% the business,.

Systematie examination of the books of these camp owners, quizzing of

the camp owners, quizzing of the big companies and cheoking of their
books will reveal the informstion about B... Harrigan.

1 have never seen a private individusl who is so univerally hated and
feared a8 B.i, Harrigsn snd these camp owners are ripe to spill the

beans,
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Joe Yorona, 1201 B 5%, Brawley, Callf, is Seoretary Treasurer of

Desert Growers issociation of 1551 Zsst ¥aln 9t. Brawley, Calif,
Pretious of 1956, the Imperidld Valley Farmers ‘ssociation was the
only importer of lexican luborers. Under this setup, all the
farmers were afrald of B.~#, Harrigan, the manager, because if he did
not give them laoborers, the farmers would be out of business,

BeA, Harrigan then got into a fight with the Comtinental Cuasualty Co,.
of Chieaugo. This insarsnce company was swindling the labowers and
¥y, Harr was not gettlng his ocut. Continental Casualty Co, was
foreed out as the insursnee compeny for Imperial Valley Farmers adsoec,
(This fight will be taken up in another relsase)

Continental Casualty Co, of Chiocago got good and sngry aznd helped
orgainize another Mexicun laborer importing ouaaim& on ealled
the Desert Growers issoc. of Brawley, Voatinental “ssualty Co.
has » lot of political and finaneiasl influence down in Mexice City
and had the Mexiosn government approve Uesert Growers, Lots of
the farmers in Imperial valley who were afraid of B,s, Harrigan
sinoe previously, he u«nd his organizetion had the mmpe%{ on

the importation, were now glad to Jjoin Yesert Growers. With two
organizations, the farmers thought things mmrexfx would be free and
easy. The farmers were mistaken. DLesert Crowers under Joe Coroam
began to do the same things thaet B.4, Harrigan with the Imperial
Valley Farmers :ssoo. had been doing.

Joe Corona asks every supplier of Desert Gmewers for s kickbsok. loeally,
when he was buying cotton picking bugs, Joe Coroma got & kiockbuck

from iilck Hobolino of Brawley. LULesert Growers buys from big wholessalers
in Los ingeles, and San Diego aznd @#oe Corona gets kickbacks from them,

it must be understood, that by U.9. Law §#78 and the standard work
contraot, Desert Growers 1s supposed to feed the workers st cost, In
other words --not muke a profit on feeding the workers. The truth is
that at the hbkight of the seuson with Desert Growers feeding 2,000
to 3,000 workers, Desert Growers makes §2,000,00 to .3,000,00 profit

in the feeding of the workers. In order to tooi the U.3. Dept.
of Labor, Joe Corona gets padded bille from the smppliers who in retura
Rick back in cash to Joe Corona. Therefore on the books of Desert
Growers, the ffod costs are high and Desert Growers can prove by these
faoked figures that they are feeding the workers at cost.

But these faked figures are also to fool the Interaal Hevenue Service,
These cash kiokbscks are not reported by Joe Corons and his partaners,
His partaners will be takem @p in a later release.

The poverty stricken helpless, Mexiocan laborersARE being swindled on
his food costs and Joe Corona is getting illegal momey whioh he does

not report on his income tax,
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The partners of Joe “Yorona are: .

Juke Hrown 426 West O 8%. Brawley, Calif.

iagene ¥arsh 244 Andrita Fl. Srawley, Culif.
Charles Vonderahe 255 H 5t, Brawley, Calif,
Charles Graham( now the estute of Charles Graham)
255 H 5t. Brawley, Culif,

The Desert Growers isso0c¢. 18 supposedly an assoclation of farmers

for non profit. However, the articles of incorporation wmikk will show
bow 1t was organized by Joe Corona and the above men and set up in
sach a fushipn that these five men divide the profits., The rest of the
farmers in the assoelation are purely pussive. They jolned just to

get Vexiecan workers to work on their furms, They, the other farmers,
do not invest any money in the Desert .ssoe, and do not share in any
profits, They, the other farmers, jolned to get away from the dome
ination of B5,:, Harrigan of the lmperisl Valley Farmers :ssod,

48 pointed out iu the releasse oan Joe Corona, the big profit of Desert
Urowers Ass00. 18 in the feed of the workers. The workers sre in-
timidated so that they are afrauid to eat anywhere else. The workers
pay $1.75 for three meals a day. These meals are chiefly beans snd the
¢ost to lLesert Growers is sboat 75 cents s¢ that Desert Growers mekes
a profit of 1,00 per man per day. Feeding 2000 to 3000 mea per day
gives & oclear profit of $2,000,00 to ¥3,000,00 per day. The ocnly way
these big profits can be drained off so thet the Labor Dept., of U.%,
does not find out avout the big profits which are forbidden by law,

is for Desert Growers to eater into a system of Kickbacks with
wholessle food sappliers ¢ San Diego snd lLos ingeles, ill these

4 partners share with Joe ‘o rons in these ossh kickbucks. Through

the grapewine, we have heard that there is a lot of bickering smonget
the purtners becsuse some of the partners belleve they are not sharing

in &ll the cash kickbacks,

The penniless Nexican workers who pay for these uufu menls, of course
are the vietims. But to show how eruel this exploitation is, I have
been told time snd agaln by Vexican laborers who have been in the
Floneers Memorial Hospital for 2 to } weeks, that when the laborer gets
back to Desert Growers und gets back to work, that the loborer has
deducted from his pay, charges for meals et camp even though the laborer

wse in the hospital during that time.

At other times, the charge for meals for 2 to 3 weeks, is dedacted from

the disabiiity check for the employee, Vhen an employee is siok, he is
$14.00 per week e in the hospital. The Desert Growers

ngiouﬁ to get .

colleet the mail and when the check for the employee comes into the
esmp, the Desept Growers open the msil and forece the employee to sign
the check 2nd hand it over to them for payment of meals at camp when in
reality, the Raborer wus im the hospital during that time,

At other times, the Mexican worker is kicked out to Mexico before his
P s$ability check comes in. Then the Desert Growers open the mail and
forge the neme on the cheeck and whoever does this collects the noney.

eca £ the multipliecity of methods to swindle and cheat the Mexie:=a
f;azo::;n? the parmgs and’mp).oyeu of Desert Growers are ian a constant
uproar, fmployees are being fired because they get the laborers
dissbility cheoks. The partners want to get the checks., The matter

of the employees and their partieipation will be takem up in a later

relense,




Two main employees of Desert Growers /issoc. who are asetive in the
exploltation of the imported ¥exican workers are:

Arthar Dalke --manager
Joe Fodriguez~---bookkesper

A man by the name of Silva was fired as a manager to br in Dulke
a8 meanager. bulke was brought ian 28 s shrewd man to reslly put the
scueeze on the Mexican workers., It was he who put in the scheum of
charging a sick worker who 1s at the hospital, for meals at the camp,
#When the Mexicun protested at ocamp that he ha& not maten meals at
eamp because he was at the hospital, Dalke would threaten the laborer
with discharge to lexico. The laborer afraild to lose his Job would

shat up.

Dalke would open the mall of the Hexloan worker when he ssw that the

men wes getting a disability cheek from the insurs=nce compony. Then he
would foree the Mexican under threats of sending the Mexioan back %0
Mexico, to sign the cheok., DJulke would say that the cheok was in payment
for the ocump meals during the weeks the Mexiosn hud been sick im the

hospital,

A% other times, the sick Vexlican would be sent back to Nexleo before
his disebility check =rrived. Them Dalke would tauke the cheok and
forge the name and colleet on it,

Joe Rodriguez, the bookkeeper, would essist irthar Dslke in all this,.
4% times, he would be the ome doing it. Between, the two of them,

the Mexican would be swindled.

It is not known whether, Dulke snd Nodriguez turned in the money %o
be divided up smongst the main partners of the Lesert Growers 58500,

Agcording to the grapevine, Joe lodriguez was caught by the partners
in some sort of o situation where the pertners were supposed to get
the mopey but did not., Joe hodriques was fired two weeks ago.

How Joe Bodriguez and irthur Dslke are opening up a camp Last of

&l Centpo{the old Freedman camp). It is to be repesuted that camp
operators by U.,Y. Dept. of Labor regulations are not supposed to
make moaney on the feeding of Wexiecan laborers. However, no oae does
a for nothing. Therefore, Dalke and Rodriguez therefore plan
to continmne to explolt the Mexiosn workers., The big cuestion is -
where did these two get the money to become camp operautorsi Is thie
from the 111l gotten geins they made 2t the Desert Growers campi

1 wish to emphasize to the Internal Revenue Service and the Federal
Buresu of lavestigation that this racket extends from Texes to Californmiu,
and from the border to iorthera California. The U,35, is be cheated
out of income taxes aad @ll this momey really beloags to 500,

imported Nexican laborers scattered over all this territory. 1 of course
am giving only local nemes for investigstion,

Ben Yellea, WY, :
Cheirman, Committee for the Proteotion of Mexieun vorkers,
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Two other employees of the Desert Growers Assoc. of 1551 East “ain
St. Brawley, Calif. who are running a racket are:

Elvio Ruiz ---foreman

Ernest Ruiz ---asst. foreman

These two men are brothers. In 1954, both of them were convicted

in the Imperial County Superior Court of short weighing the cotton
picked by Mexican laborers. At that time, they were not working for

the Desept Growers Assoc. <+they emcaped a prison sentence and were fined

$500.00 a piece.

Apparently, this convietion was @& good recommendation for them to

go to work for Desert Growers assoc. to assist in the exploitation

of the lMexican workers. The Desert Growers Association since its
inception has been working a clever racket. Hach worker contributes

a dollar profit to the association for his deily meal. Mr. Dahlke

the manager figured out the scheme of making more money on meals.

It works as follows: 1if the camp had a 100 workers, it would make
$100.00 per day profit. For the week, that would mean $700.00 profit
on the meals. However, if the Association had 200 workers, the profit
would amount to $1400.00 per week. Now the U.S. Dept of Labor has a
regulation that a worker is guaranteed $2.50 per day even if he does
not work. A worker working a full day of & hours m£ at 70 cents an
hour , for 6 days would make $33.60 . Ileals for 7 days would amount
to $1R.25 at the rate of $1.75 per day. The worker would end up

with $21.35 after the deduction for meals. The trick was not to give
the worker a full days work. If he was given 4 hours work a day,

the worker would have made the $2.,80 or 30 cents over the guarantee

of $2.50. The scheme then is to have 200 workers working half time
rather than 100 workers full time., In this way the same amount of
work is done and Desert Growers has twice the profit as far as feeding
the workers for they are now feeding 200 workers instead of 100,

The effeet on the take home pay of the exploited Mexicanm worker is
terrific. Working half time, he makes only $16.80 and when the

$12.25 is deducted from this, the worker is left with $4.55 only

as contrasted to $21.35 when he works full time. The Desert Growers
works this racket all the time and is notorious amongst the wWe merchants
for the low amounts on the workers checks.

This scheme is so obvious to the ignorant Mexiean workers that even they
recognize the racket. Elvio and Ernest Ruiz have a racket on top of
this racket. Many workers dont live at the camp. They live on the
ranches and work fulltime and get good meals. So the Ruiz brothers
demand a $10.00 to $20.00 bribe and they thea assign the worker to

full time work on a ranch. They of course dont report thekse bribes

on their income tax.

The Ruiz brothers are in some way involved in the appropriation of
the disability checks that Arthur Dahlke and Joe Rodriguez have been
swindling from the Mexican workers. xumkx About 2 months ago, Both
brothers were fired and through the grapevine, it would appear that
the Ruiz brothers were geéting the mail and finding the checks and
forging the nemes to the checks and getting the money.

The same type of rackets is going on all over the Soutwestern U.S.
The fmEmm Internal Mevenue Service is losing millions in taxes on .
this racket money. The FBL should be interested in this racket which
is interstate and which is a blot on the honor of the United States.
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