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July 17, 1959 

Two other employees of the Desert Growers .Assoc . of 1551 East ~:ain 
St . Brawley, Calif . who are running a racket are: 
Elvie Ruiz ---foreman 
Ernest Ruiz ---as st. foreman 

These two men are brothers. In 1954, both of them were convicted 
in the Imperial County Superior Court of short weighing the cotton 
picked by Mexican l abore~s. At that time, they were not working for 
the Deseet Growers Assoc . 'rhey escaped a prison sentence ijnd were fined 
$500.00 a piece. 

Apparently, this conviction wa s an. good recommendation for them to 
go to work for Desert Growers hSsoc. to as sist in the exploita tion 
of the 11exican workers. The Desert Growers ssociaition since its 
inception has ~een working a clever racket. Each worker contributes 
a dollar profit to the association for his daily meal . Mr .. Dahlke 
the manager figured out the scheme of making more money on meals. 
it works as follows: if the camp had a 100 workers, it would make 
$100.00 per day profit. For the week, that would mean $700.00 profit 
on the meals. However, if the ssociation had 200 workers, the profit 
would amount to ~1400.00 per week. Now the u.s. Dept of Labor has a 
regulation th~t a worker is guaranteed $2.50 per day even if he does 
not work. A worker working a full day of 8 hours m~ at 70 cents an 
hour, for 6 days would make $33.60. Meals for 7 days would amount 
to *12.25 at the rate of $1.75 per day. The worker would end up 
with "21.35 after the deduction for meals . The trick was not to give 
the worker a full days work. If he was given 4 hours work a day, 
the .worker would have made the ~2.80 or 30 cents over the guarantee 
of J2 .50. The scheme then is to have 200 workers working half time 
rather than 100 workers full time. In this way the same amount of 
work is done and Desert Growers has twice the profit as far as feeding 
the workers for they are now feeding 200 workers instead of 100. 
The effect on the take home pay of the exploited Mexican worker is 
terrific. Working half time, he makes only $16.80 and when the 
$12 .25 is deducted from this, the worker is left with $4.55 only 
as contrasted to , 21.35 when he works full time. The Desert Growers 
works this racket all the time and is notorious amongst the._, merchants 
for the low amounts on the workers checks. 

This scheme is so obvious to the ignorant Mexican workers that even they 
recognize the racket. Elvie and Ernest Ruiz have a racket on top of 
this r acket. Many workers dont live at the camp. They live on the 
ranches and work fulltim.e and get good meals . So the Ruiz brothers 
demand a $10.00 to $20 .00 bribe and they then assign the worker to 
full time work on a ranch. They of course dont report these bribes 
on their income tax. 

The Rui~ brothers are in some way involved in the appropriation of 
the disability checks that Arthur Dahlke and Joe Rodriguez have been 
swindling from the Mexican workers. xaca:1tx About 2 months ago, koth 
brothers were fired and through the grapevine, it would appear that 
the Ruiz brothers were ~eting the mail and finding the checks and 
forging the names to the checks and getting the money. 

The sam.e type of rackets is going on all over the outwestern u.s. 
The ia&®m Internal lfevenue Service is losing millions in taxes on 
this r acket money. The FBI should be interested in this racket which 
is interstate and which is a blot on the honor of the United States o 


	m0193b001f002i010p001
	m0193b001f002i011.pdf
	m0193b001f002i011p001

	m0193b001f002i012.pdf
	m0193b001f002i012p001

	m0193b001f002i013.pdf
	m0193b001f002i013p001

	m0193b001f002i014.pdf
	m0193b001f002i014p001


