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The following letters were removed from the files of Ed Fletcher

. | D4 '
to the alphabetized correspondence files: Diego on the other hand it means the splendid _— &= 5.
MISC. ARIZONA ROAD CORRESPONDENCE back country and will help materially in our development in the moumtains.
ARIZONA AUTOMOBILE ASSOC. notice, 10/5/30 As planned, eighty miles will be thru Sarn Diego Comnty but
CENTRAL ARIZONA HIGHHWAY ASSOC.
Assoc. to Fletcher, 3/9/29 the bullding of this road is & long way off wnless it can be made & part
Fletcher to Assoc., 3/711/29
HUNT, George W.P. (Governor, AZ) to Fletcher, 1/15/14 of our state highway system,
Fletcher to MERRILL, Doane (chief clerk and state eng), 5/3/19
ROLLINS, Ralph (Capital News Bureau, AZ) to Fletcher, [no date) Messrs. Sam Porter, represeating the Chasber of Commerce,
RONSTADT, F.
Ronstadt to Fletcher, 7/20/22 George Burnham of thé Bank of Italy, Nr. C. Rs Bvans, Banager of the
Fletcher to Ronstadt, 7/24/22
Fletcher to YUMA COMMERCIAL CLUB, 9/20/19 Sen Diego Athletic Club, Percy Evans of Escondide, Supervisors A. E. Aul,

Pdgar 7. Hastings and many other San Diegems attending the meeting.

San Diego's party returned via Borego, San Felipe snd Julism
ﬂ*ﬂﬁl”dqj“ﬁbﬂﬂl‘dﬁmm
for luncheon.

Contracts are soon to be let for the constsuction of the
highway frem Kane Springs to San Felipe and within & year or sighteen
sonths this gap will be complete, giving & splendid reed from Sen Diege
into nerthern Imperial County via Juliam.

This route s called the "FPire Bscape® for the people of the
sorther end of the valley because the people of morthers Imperial Valley
dan escape the heat of the day and when this route is completed, in twe
hours be in Julian among the pines nearly » sile high.

The sriter wants %o put in & word of praise to the Board
dw~~-‘-ﬂm“—lwumopnu-

..m*‘“h“ﬁl—lbﬁl—mm.
1% 48 & healthful 1ife. They are all on thelr honor and are making good.




Paragraph 1, Seotiom 6, of THE FEDERAL HIGEWAY AOT (8. l0o72).

Sec. 6. That in approving projects to receiwve Federal Ald

under the provisions of this Act the Secretary of Agricul ture shall
give preference to such projects as will expedite the completiom of

an adequate and commeocted system of highways, interstate in charecter.

* April, Nineteen Twenty-two

Page Nine

“The COLONEL RETURNS

“ ' ' 7 ELIJ, son, I'm back .g'i!l.”
' The grﬂ,\'-hf'ldad' Wﬂ}"h‘ardﬁ]

patriarch who had shuffled quietly
into the big office addressed himself to the Editor,
who was engaged alternately in analyzing the com-
plexities of the Einstein theory and watching the
anties of a pair of pouter pigeons who preened
themselves in the golden California sunshine on a
window ledge across the court. He started at the
words and turned to greet the visitor who had so
unceremoniously invaded his sacred domain

“My word, if it isn't the Colonel. | might have
known it. There's no one else could have slipped
by unannounced. Where have you been! What
have you been doing 1"’

““Been trav'lin’ "bout a bit, sort o’ lookin’ things
over,”” the old gentleman replied, almost eryptie
ally, as he produced a big blue handkerchief from
the tail of his Prince Albert

“Have a cigar! Don' eare f 1 do, " he ad
dressed himself as he reached for the Editor's
humidor of clear Havanas

“Changed your habits some since you been
away,”’ the Editor remarked. “‘You used to turn
up your nose at cigars.’’

“Things has changed, lad Been two months
‘mong the cayuses on & eattle ranch down Pima
way in Ar'sony, an’ | had so darned much trouble
with my plates slippin’ 1 had to give up eatin
terbaccy alt'gether.”

The old gentleman settled back for a visit and
the Bditor resigned himself to & barrage of ele
mental philosophy and comment

“Came back f'um Ar'somy by aate through
Yuma. Holtville an’ San Diego, an’ | run into »
p'enliar situation.”” The Colonel was off

“Fam Yuma almost to Heltville, my fr'en’ an’
1 toured over that plank road ‘cross the san’ dunes
Folks at Yama tol' us Calforny plans to buil’ a

hard road along here. 1 want to tell yuh, lad

a hard road ean be built there, | ¢'n bu

'um San Francisco to Shanghai cross the

Uecean

“When we got to El Centro 1 learned a

it Seems as' if Ed Fletcher, 2 maghty
an’ the prize booster o' San Diego U
t'rested in a through road {'am Souther

to San ]'lo*gn an’ the routs through the sa

18 the only feas ble one
“He m niplatéd the p litical strings
session o' the Legslature an &
ation o' B350 ON) o start oam
This'll take the road to the edg:
“What's goin’ to be dons
ghin a ot folks
sion. They know ne present
stay put through this
stantly shiftin’ an’ the
rond lnid when &8 win wou
"N n some sCTHONns Al SneR 1

it in others

A lotta N neers has looke
s '‘gpested that the san’ for a watl
rl." .lt'lﬂﬂ L !'h"r ll:ir' | 1 i L". A :

with o1l o kees
buil' a2 tunnel o

too much money

They's an’” ol savn Where 1
they s & way'<an’ | reck'n if Bd Fiw
hard ‘nough hell fin a »
one thing to do.

The Colonel rose stretehed hime

to go

“Yhat s that ' the Editor aaked ragr

“Bauil’ the road ¢" rabber s !

dation o' roller shates ' the Colone! snap

I‘.“N‘l”\ from the doorwd:
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{ wellconstructed fovest road in Advisoma. The top ography of the country necessitates a devious locat'on

Buildin g H igbways m “the Land
That God Forgot”

YHE State highway system of Ari nighway departments has been done on this ready r $50,000
LOnNm peints of & rond croasing wystem in spite of this fact the m yards ‘- - "“-“
2 iorthern Ariona, known as the ment met with many criticioms early in on the and
| Trails Mighway » rosd cross- 1919 when the present administration teok muh*dr

e : Arizons. known as the Banh Mice, it being alleged that road work had camp was at work on
vead ghway a road Trom Phosnis to the not been and was not being done in & ays- Highway. A bridge crew
fow Mexies line by the way of Seperies tematic manner; that highway projects *..“ the
" T f o ;,nl' wd. Clifton and Dunean: were soluted and got nowhere This state. ;- .h
T alrL Cwerom tit*-.'“ n Nogeles a rond mernt m“l‘M“.* ~ “‘ “
!r--m ---.".-cvc 4 *anremnks g the the hﬂ “ as h s "‘. “ “ - w ‘.m _
!!"-":?-"-rqd Highway: 2 road from Phosnis nad not heen done to make it apparent to heern * “ across
- Proscott and Ashfork, joining the Od the public that & system of highways Santa Crax River Continental
raiin Highway and connecting 'he north. ~xinted "”“
™ and southern systems and o road freom The advent of the present administration the 1 :: =
-::---?' ‘o Jerome found & small camp sttempting o start .

n aystem of highways » practioally constraction '* Canyon o . ‘
he smme an that av at n territorial dayse P rescott Jerome - -0 “ . 00

e

wheon ‘he Teorritarial R-gﬁﬂy [w M
wae cronted With bt fow snceptions. all e
the work done by the tervitorial and Stats bSetwesn Phosniz and h
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LOS ANGEIBS, PHOENIX AND SAN DIEGO UNITED.
Why not?

This is the quest ion that Colonel Bd Fletcher of San Diego
puts to Los Angeles and Phoenix. In an interview today, Colonel
Fletcher said,

"Por 12 years there has been & continual conflict of interests
on the road guestion. We must pull together for the common good.
San Diego and Los Angeles are connected with a paved highway. oSan
Diego and Yuma will soon be connected with a paved highway, also
Loe Angeles and Yuma, via the Salton Sea and El Centro, for the
above routes are all state highways with nearly enough funds in
gight to complete the woIik.

"The State Highway Commission of California has desigmated %o
the United States Govemment, as the first roads to receive Federsal
Aid, the San Diego to Yuma route, and not Necoa to Blythe. The
State Engineer of Arizona has designated Phoenix to Yumsa a® the
primary route - not Phoenix %o Blythe. This means immediate govern=
ment aid, and the early completion of the Phoenix - Yuma to El1 Centro
route, conneoting the tiree oities.

"It has been stated offioially by certain partisans that the
Meooa~Blythe route, Los Angeles 10 Phoenix, 18 150 miles shorter
than the Yuma route. This statement i@ incorrect. The state
engineer of Arisona, Honorable Thoe . Maddook, under date of Feb.
178k, of fioially gives the distance Tums to Phoenix over the
proposed highway i@ 206.56 miles. The California Highway Commiesion
ander date of March 24, gives the of fioial distance from Los Angeles
via Salton Sea to Yuma as 266 miles, & total distance of 490.5 miles.

"Mr. Maddoek also states that the distance Moenix to Elythe

direet 18 169.7 miles; via Bouse 1683.7 miles. Aoeepting the
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mileage as 169.7 miles, Fhoenix to Blythe as stated by Mr. Maddook,
and also the distance Los Angelss to Blythe 246 miles as stated by
the California Highway Commission, the total distance lLos Angeles
to Phoenix, via Elythes ie 415.7 milea. The Yums route, FPhoenix to
Los Angeles 490.5 miles, whioh shows the Yums route to be only 74.8
miles longer, or not to exseed two hours' additional time via auto.
"Why ocannot Phoenix, Los Angeles and San Diego, for once agree
on & program and see it thru? I eertainly hope this can be done.
San Diego is not opposed to the construction of the Elythe-Mecoa
route, but believes that should come later. The Mecca-Blythe route
traverses between Meoca and the S5alt River Valley 225 miles of
dessrt, with hardly a house, and with no immediate prospeots of
water development and no way of financing the construetion of a
highway scross that section for years to come. The Yuma route
traverses the emtire length of the Salt River Valley, the Gila

Valley, the lLaguna projeot, the Yuma development, the great Imperial
Valley, gives & direct outlet to the Coast for all southern Arizona

via Ajo and Tuoson, and at El Centro they may take their choiloce
of going via the Salton Sea to lLos Angeles or over the mountains to
San Diego and up the coast to Los Angelss.

"Has not Sen Diego some olaim that should be recognized when
th distance Phoenix to San Diege and the Pacifie is only 3588.5
miles, while the most direct route Phoenix to Los Angeles via Hiythe
s 415.7 miles and via Yums 490.5 miles, The U. 5. Government and

the state highway commissions of each state have definitely ocommit ted
themselves to the Yuma route. I urge that we all pull together for
the early eompletion of this road, for the sake of mrmony and for

the best interests of the Southwest.”



Ed Fletcher Papers
1870-1955
MSS.81
Box: 70 Folder: 2

Business Records - Other Fletcher Activities
- Highways - Early Arizona Highway:
articles, correspondence, Fletcher speeches

The Library

AN DIEGO

Copyright: UC Regents

Use: This work is available from the UC San Diego Libraries. This digital copy of
the work is intended to support research, teaching, and private study.

Constraints: This work is protected by the U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.).
Use of this work beyond that allowed by "fair use" requires written permission of
the UC Regents. Permission may be obtained from the UC SanDiego Libraries
department having custody of the work (http://libraries.ucsd.edu/collections/mscl/).
Responsibility for obtaining permissions and any use and distribution of this work
rests exclusively with the user and not the UC San Diego Libraries.



