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Interview of Colonel Ed Fletoher 

1 am sure Mr. Henshaw intends to submit one more 

o~ er to the City for the purchase of the Voloan mter system, 

nnd at an early dnte, The propoai tion will be similar to . the 

original offer excepting that Hr. Henshaw will ask for a bond 

ieeue of one million dollars instead of for one million and 

a half dollars, which was the amount esked for in his original 

proposition to the City. His offer will inolude an agreement 

v.-hereby he builds the 'f78.rners Dam, the Carroll ~ and a pipe 

line to the City to deliver at least 10 million gallons of 

,.,.ater daily. 

The attorneys have been working :for weeks past pre-

]:'laring the pepers. One feature of tile offer to the City will 

be the reservation by i·!r . RenehaYT of the right to lease the 

power ri~hts to tne beat advantage poosible. The revenue 

to go to the sinking fund of the ~olean ";\later Company to pay 

interest on its bonds tuntil suoh time as tho City of San Diego 

tn.kes over tho Volca.n s:~ate , r..nd thereafter any and all revenue 

will go i•• to the City. 

The Sen Diego Consolidated Gas & Eleotrio CompSDJ" 

nre negotiating with the Voloan Water Company for the right to 

develop hatevsr !JOWer thore is, although no aontreot has been 

actually signed up. 

It • Henshaw will not or aan not raise the neoessar7 

mone,- to 

a half or t 

D , it is 

-2-

Gas Company to take a lease on power rights with an agreement 

that will fully proteot San Diogo's interest. It uill be pars 

before the City uill ever be able to f:t.nence the power proposi-

tion itself even if it wented to and it would be foolish for all 

parties in interest to let eny revenue from power go to waste 

for any length of time. There ie approximately a 1500 ft. 

power drop between Warners and ?amo Dams. 

I would personally b9 opposed to any lease being made 

between the Voloan Water Company and the Gas COmiJallY unless 

said lease is first approved by the City Council of San Diego and 

the State Railroad Commies ion, and providing further that. the 

State Railroad Oommieai on be the arbitrator ns to the rate to 

be paid for the power. In this way the a1 tt' s interest ·will 

surely be proteotei. · 

If any arrangements are made with the Gas Company, 

they will be made at an early date in advance of any date set 

for the City eleotion so the o1 tizens of San Diego Will be in 

a position to approve or disapprove of any oontraot made batwoen 

the Vole an Oompany and ·tho Gas Company. 



Inter.ie Ool. Ed Bletoher 

Yea • liho Uos ' par~ v io n got:t.ating rith tho Voloan Pl~l 

for the right to deTolop whatever pouor thore io to be hDcl when 

th Voloan Si'Stem is devalop&d althoush no oontra.ot hns bean 

notually signed. ~ a million dollars is votod by the 01t7 for 

nn option on hG Volonn a:~ate , the City will not for rnan7 rears, 

ba fJ.nnnOiaJ.l7 nble to deTelop the power 

owing to ita finanoes. :rn the memrtime there will be no revenue 
-

from the pouer ~eveloptlent unlasa Mr. E:snahaw pute mnny hundred 

thousand doll&ra into a POi18r plsnt am lina in addition to 

a t11111on and a half o:r two million necessary :ro:r tho construo-

tiaA of th~ ramer and ~srroll »ams sud p1po lines. 

I:f l1r . Honshnw doas not soe fit to : ir~oe the ]lOWer plant, 

ond tho Gan Company ni~l taka n leaoo . of eeme that ful.ly proto eta 

tho City's 1ntarosto, I an po:rcone.ll7 in fevo:r of nn sn·ansement 

o:r thia kind providing nn:y lease made between the Volcnn C01DJ8Dl' 

md the Gas Compeny is first npproved b:T the City Oonnoil of san 

Diego ~....a the State ··o.ilvoad Comm1 eaiOlli nnd pravidil'J8 further tbat 

~ Stato ~  cru1 OoMoiasion Ehnll doctide tho rate to bo paid for 

t.. por. r. lona o thi kind siTes tne Voloan o .l a~ a44it1cmal 

reTenue to help y the :interest on tho bonds until the Oi'Q' ot 

o talr-"B ovar ~,.. SJGtom, and thereafter the : ~ gets the 

nafi t o ~ r vantte. 

Oceanside attempting to stop tl:e proper devclopnent of the 

Volcan ~o pan , and their claim 

There are nearly 400 square mdlea or water ahed above cean~ 

and l,elow the \'/arnere Dam. ThiBk of ·it l This ;s more W£t,ter shed 

·. than the combined area· included in the prec e~s system. including 

It i .e a1eo more water ehed than the entire Volcan . 

System. hia~ will produce 25.000,000 a~na dai~ net safe yield, 

according to figures of ~. Harroun. The water shed of Oceanside 

water shed in the county. 

• 

Oceanside pumps its water for the city from a five-acre 

ot l.and in the San Luis Rey River. We have a. report from tne be 
• . 

underground water expert in the state o~ Cal ifornia tha4 t ~re ~e are 

.llO.OOO,OOO.OOO Sallona ·or water available in the sands of the San 

Luia Rey Rivor above the pumping plant of the Cit,y of Ocennside. All 

the dama · in· San Diego. County cannot hold this amount, wit all reser-

that the bui. din of 

their undergra.nnd 

The City of Oceanside does not even 

not 



Since that o er as made, they ban aliowo4 tha . 
Coast 'L -=!nd Co!rmall3 to c· me 

~lants a nd gave their 

pumping 200 miner' 9 in.c . 88 ot water ~ro  the Bands at the San. 

Luis Rey River. ey nave given tbeir consent to the South Coaat .· 

Land Co!tt!>ariY '~  • to pump :f'ive times aa o~ water as they are · 

:pumpi ng from ~~ gravels trlthin leas than 

present ce~nside pumping plant. 

Oceanside's claim is a hold up game pute and simple, 
. . 

I certainly a.d:tire their nerve if they think they can stop ta, 

de elo ~nt o~ al1 

i ntuests. 

I are considering , . 

the i r otm pers onal i nterests, and not l.ookin·g at· this water develop- ~ 
considering · . . 

ent :rr om a broad standpoint andj the best interests or . tne· city • .. ,~·· r ............ _,. 

.t.,':l. -~~ ' . ,::. ~  

The n bl.ood in this city. so.ooo people, who have oom in here 

the 1ast three years realize 

plent y o~ it the city ca~not grow. 

For the benefit of tbt Taxpayers' League, 

one f:L 

-ana]y 1 t~e FeO l e 

ar th · a p~era' League • .. 

more water and · 

-- . 
'l'JIE VOLCAN S'/S'.l"Dt Fror.! 'JJm OUT&Im 

· · Apropoa of the Jnal1Y artie lee pro am con oonocrn1ng · 
the aoqu1 a1 tion of the Cl. ty or San D. ego ot the Vole an Water 
System, a tew words by a rancher who has lived in the oo ntry 
tormina part ot the waterohed of this great system tor t\"lenty-

. seven yeara • mav be of 1 ntereat to those who have 11 vcd here a 
· · · altorter pen ode . Heretofore all the articles have emanated from 

the oi ty • but ··1 n thio we Will go to the · source. I am quite 
familiar ~ th the watershed of tile Vola an' \Vater a,rs tem havinG 
traversed marw timea the trails of the surrounding ranges whose 
waters drain. into that great oounter-aunk basin known as Val loy 
de San Joae .or \Varner's Ro.noh. Th1 s great basin BQ.th ere all tho 
ato~a f'rom the eaa tern end of Palomar ltountai Dlj1, tho elopes to 

the aouth ot ·oak Orove, and that great broken and · r ~r-:ecl ro~on 
known aa Qh1liuahua• oa~ .Valley, San 'Ignacio .aa well o.s o.rta or 
the Voloa ·aDil, esa ~oi ta.tna. The rest ot the· Voloan, 

· •Santa i!-'aab61 iN ilelJ" · G"ranle1Jlount·ar iiS}llow !nto'·the· Sutherl8.n1, · 
P~. ~nl . earml.l- reservoir si tss. . ~ . 

. !he prin .i~'ll t t era tor the War.Jl .et ~  ~ , 

. therla~ arxl ~~ .~~ .tl e san LUia ·ney River ani Santa. Ysabel 
~e k• ·- Xn ~ : . ~ ·o.oun'(!:ey whore r e~  ... ~  creeks run bottom up 

during : moot of the year. . I havo~ e ilthe san LUl o Rey oeaa 
floWing · o.t the dwnsi te. Only orroe during twenty-aeven yearo huve 
I seen the Santa Ysabel Creek go dry at the crossing ani eYon then 
there waa a. eubourto.oe :flow. : . 

Tho average annual preoipi ta~  on at lt\Y place, Lorna Cerozo. 
in l esa Gran:le whore there }Uls been a Oovornmont ~n e for ooveral 

'. years, 1 B thirty inches ai' l~ .  never gone beloW twonty-BiX 1nohe&e 
Palorrar o.veragea about f'orty-fiv 1 nohee ani Volo o.n probably th 
same. 

ok, 



I I • • • ' • • 

At th1 Ume George Hal nee • eon ot 3u4 BaS no• 1 · 
· ob e ot the oamp at · th 11 veaa. !hru data satm n4 by hill ~~ '  I • 

~e atom I S.owd tha.t th riTOl' w . 4iaahai'Sl 'IW. to~ il:llo~ ~l  
. ex:t t · n~·to : houn; 1t wae · o~o hunltncl -~~ fee\ W14e, es..Bb' 

f: et deep, o rr ~ ~e on 1 ts oreet ~  tet · ~  .. ·net ~~ ~ ll~ 
Uk a ill·~raoe. DeSiring a phot~ ' - r "' ~lo  ,mnse "' ~h 
exact · pot ,_,Or · the aamd te I waded 1 nto th• . ·o,.aznat; ·\tid. at dee~ ~o 
secure ~h~~~oto h1 ch 1 s herewi.th pre~en'o  · ~ a ·dam one .. 

.. hunired teet .high been installed at . th•. 1•. , ... e.aenoi~. woula 
have mor·e tlUit1 ftllecl that yau. Billio lot sal:Iona tlare4 ln~o 
the ocean that yeu n:1 OYexY year ai~  'EDQUSh."watel' ,rent to ·~·' 
in 1906 t~~ · ave· 1rrtgate4 'the whole oo~  . . ~ t . e~ • . I -~~ o.J:"" 
this tna~anoe 'to illuatmte t}le t~t ~.a.t ~ ~~· ~arn~ rUd .san~a ~,a e~. 
ate r abed are· able to· flU all re ~ d ·.  a 01 t\t . Jlllqy' t ~  . ~ 
the ~ ze of' :san D1 go, . Thla waa a y ar· ot exaesave rain, ~ t · we · ... :' ~:~, ...~ 

· -J. aubj eot to . theee eYe!)" ~e  years. h~re wo ul4 neYer. be a : 
snorta of wat r it tho meaDI of ato.nse· en· .at :ban4. · 

' · ,._ 

. .. ;./ ;.: . ln ·uu op1alon the. Voloan ater !lt•tem, ooneiating. o( the 
r.. · enoir be£ ore ment1 onecl 1 oontat n the g:l'8ateet· oe e~l ae the 
o~ s~p~ · ot avtlilable, undevelope4 ~tor to be ha4 .in. this · . 
ea n~~ All other ource are in ua•• . Arq additional PP~ ;JrMd . 
coma ~ . ro.  here. Thi a system drains the highest peaks 6 ;dl .:. 

,j~ and· ·rangea in the oounty; DlJW'n ~t the ~ n:t tne e~,l'l  .~ ,, 
V \IOIW ...... ed · umer a mantle ot ano• dur! ns pan ot· the you-. . Then the:re 
a~ EQnme r re.t.ns or sonora etorms in the h1gho:r o ~tine whloh 
ofttimes aom in deluge am oou4buret•• I ~aa told that 1·n ~  
o:r 1904 that oYer· thirty 1nahe ot summer %'aiDa fell in Chlhu&hua. 
This 1 v ery exceptional., but £xom tbree to n v ~nohoa fall_ : . . 
nearly Tery year. 

Whe c'~tho '  tt • aa lhol~lll .ant Llppl rxiOU • · ~e ·e.¢ ~·r  
ho built the Lo,a Angel . acqu duat; ar~ ltawsoocl, oonaultiM ,'";;';dl-t,.-1 

eydrau11a. engi neezt· ot tho t ~at water& Yllliam s. Poet I Jtrdrwll:lo .. r 

xpert; T. s. Van ~ ce, the real tatber ot l ti at~on ~n thl• ~o ~ 
.nd mny other 1\Jc.Ualllia am ove~n ent e pa~a, · lll~~ 1 rdo2:ae tbi . 

propos1 tioD . Q.e laot ol'd llaa be n aa ~ ~ei~ pael'e 1 n .t .e ~ .· · 
paTti cu r line aro not to be f'ould.- · ~eae men·haw aot.ua] ll't ~ te  . 
o r the g rourd aul thorougb],y . examined eve~ d.e t.ttl · ot :th~ . tt te ili ~.,. ... · ...... , 

In. addi u G1 to the · anlp1e s pp~ ot ··tld. 8 s. ~te , · ~he ·.taO\ .. 
t hat tb1a t e r oan be ut.1l1ze4 to run & l tdro-~leot :oal P~ .1, 

must not be lost sight ot. Th1 . means aheap .eleout.oit)'' tor ;the · 
Ci tf a nd co1.1Jlt¥ s 8nd th 1DQ de%1Yed tftm tt\ie 80UJQ nl1 P ' ~ 
~ ~or tta keep and na en~ ot ·the .ayat 

-rorebq ot the 41 toh 11De· .from al'De:t 
to the proposed e~ea-c tJ;cr :pl_tu:$ I w)lA., o:r:at~ l:l 

·IYG•'r i here to hr~ h ll~t and . ~ . th  (Jy:IWIIQ 
Tn tel k ot 4rllftliS ' . ~ : · tro• tbt o 'l~t ~~ t~ ~ 

o ·tas. n a .nd OOn4UOU.u · l t to tJWi· d.~ :' 
· r.t o a~ ~ tor one· t nat ad. 'lba' •oUld 
oo ;let Volcan •t · -· ll ·I . 

atta ~ : ll . ~ ~ . pl 4 .... .,.. 
no\ DOW l n 1.a thi i\9 

.. ~  j 3U t J1DW 1 t 0 
. o ld~l 

t .. • , 

· · ... · . ·-. · WHEREAS, City of san Diego 
. . . . . : , ' . 
immediately , ao.quiJ;e more water to supply its growing popula-. . 
tion, and ' 

. . • · ~ · ... WHEREAs. it is ; necessary for the City to control and 
' .. . ~ 

County, tributary thereto,. 

-
ymEREAs, __ the Volcan Water Company has sUbmitted an 

to the City of San Diego, 

lill the water of San Diego County should be acqu.ired by the City . . 
of San Diego at the earliest possib1e date. That the bes.t price 

and · teXms- to. _pu:t:ohase the Volcan system should be secured by. the 
. 

·c1 ty Council, and we unqualitriedJ.y endorse and recommen:l to the 
. ~ 

-
said City Cot;ho ~ .' ~~ ·submissi_on, at once, of the purchase of . . . . . 
.the Volcan system to the oi ty of San Diego. ,And we also desire . . 

~ 

·to go on record .as advocating the purchase of all other eouroea 
• 

finances of the City of San Diego will 
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