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Professor Robert Finn 
Department of Mathematics 
Stanford University 
Palo Alto, California 

Dear Dr. Finn: 

Washington, D. c. 
March 3, 1962 

Xhe attached letter is meant for you and those others 
whose names are listed in the memo "The Next Step". I should be 
very grateful to you for reading the attached letter and the 
enclosures, and for advising me as soon as possible whether you 
are willing to serve as an Associate. 

I very much hope that you will not disqualify yourself 
from serving on the Board of Directors of the Council. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D. C. 
Telephone: HUdson 3-6000 

P.S. I am enelosing the revised and final version of mJ speech, 
which will be printed in the April issue of the Bulletin of 
Atomic Scientists. 

LS 



Professor Leo Szilard 
Department of Biophysics, 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Professor Szilard: 

1099 Los Robles Ave., 
Palo Alto, · Calif. 
January 14, 1964 

As you probably · know from my correspondence last 
year with Mr. Forbes, we are not entirely in agreement 
on the nature of the forces which presently impede progress 
toward disarmament. This matter has been on my mind for 
some time, as it seems to me that much of the potentially 
useful energy of the Council has been diverted into projects 
on matters which have already been thoroughly analyzed 
by government officials. To this extent, I have the fear 
that our Council has been sold a red herring, and that 
it is in danger of becoming another of the many ineffectual 
organizations of people who meet to talk of their desire 
for peace. 

I have written a synthesis of my views on the disarmament 
question, which I have sent as a letter to the New York 
Times, the Christian Science Monitor, and the Washington 
Post . I do not know whether it will be accepted by any 
of these newspapers. Since it seems to me that these 
views are not generally expressed and that they should 
be of general interest to scientists, may I ask you to 
communicate the enclosed modified version for me to the 
Bulletin of Atomic Scientists? Perhaps it could be 
published with an appended note pointing out its prior 
publication (if any). 

Needless to say, I don't expect you necessarily to 
agree with my view on this matter but I do ho pe you will 
give it consideration. 

With very best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

((. F. 
Robert Finn 



Ed1.tor , Lot tern Colunm , 
Ne • York 'rir:ton 
~cr. ork , l'l . V. 

Dear Sir : 

1090 Lou Roblee Ave . , 
) .lo J lto , Calif . 

Jan.n ry 6 , 106 

I t link no~t eo lo vrill e reo t at the n.or<t nr ent sin ~le 

probl em facin tl e \mrld ' s )0"(>1llat· .ons i:.J that of rcnie i nr: 

,:oene:ral dis arm 1 .nt of !"a.i or ,,ma ons . Tho [1 i ;n1 ficonce of 

this )roble for tho course o.. 1 um .n events exccedG t a.t of 

Borlin. or o-r Viot - N'a: , or of any of the othor attors ·t:ic 

occ 1 >Y t..Jur everyday n~vtention . 

10::ver y r e :ior ,overm~ont rofesses :i.ts devotion t , t. e 

rinc:i.·}le of evont,1.~1 disarnanent. . This j_ s so , for exannle , of 

orr o' ·m r"overl ~.ent , of t o Fodoral no Jl blic o:r Gorna y , tJtncl of 

.:.. c 
IJ ..... ovict Union . " et tho U j ted Jtatos f'ecretar y of Def n~ e 

re cent l y assorted that our 1 a dcncd rd.sr.:·i l e Ptrcntr,th is "ever 1 

,imos that of an:· co 'tl'Oetttor in his f i eld of cmlenvor , , nd 

added t ·at 01.., ft vanta~e ' :l. l l r:oon be \iic enecl by go 

factor . •r ;th 1 • • ~ corres~ona1n ~ ~rony , the ..~efense in: ter of the 

Q.grrr...an li'ederal ne ;ubl i c arudG L'lY see:r-n at~">"'1:i.c ·e:'"l 0n~1 for ri q 
w"c'l-c t~~ So1ie "T IJs.iok i\tu1e"' s. At 3t-<.4.t 

nevrl y re- fornod :chrnac ht • ~ ·p,n : •O'II i~~'H" 70oe•b- ·-r'ft4 
e¥trc"'se !o "u.i/J ~:to~ic. sc.d~NttHiwes. 
~=e:O:!l:C'!::t:s:si.et ton =~~~. 

r.:inco evt-)r ,. body u nts dh:arrt< ..• mel t , Jhy do ctual .vent 

nro ceed in s ch o different directj on? ··!ar,y Am,. i c no · e l tov e 

t _ ea<1on for t; 1· s to l1e Cor a nist ·t:'er fi y , t e ar1h t ion of 

t e ., o iet Union f r --wrl c conquor:rt , ·· nd t e con· 001 ent un-

YJi llinsness of that nation to "'cce t adeq at.e in ·nection . 
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Jan · y 6 , 1 6J, 

~c ... t duJ:· n the : Rt.o everal yea.:rs t 1e iehen":. e resentati -es 

oi' t le 'oYiet Fn:t n av. re )0 -odl, a·~serted t ir dllinf osc 

to ( i'1~1 hn: .diatcly and to t CO' t n, · for ·1 Of i fl. ,f'Ct 1 rm th€ 
Ftw f!>copl« -'fei"C. .._...,,.1'c •f 't"is "'"l'osoll.( J -.ltl..u.1"' i.C ko.s 

'c"'tr,..n lli"'nC J i ~"''t '· t . ~~-~-...,nnES:==d..;t 

becK hpor"'t'c-' ~y variolA.$ S414A.YC:~iJi."'d&Uit~~' ~Ajor- l).$ . kCWS'!'Apers . 

t±:±.-~:~ ........... • A "~o far '1..., J. mo · , it h 'tS never be on I" c ce )tod as 

a ba ,i:J '"'o.,.. l.lt_, }t at·· on , and n c 'll"~~ernro o. P. L envi T' '} 1 n" 

a s) .oifit'! ti: ota'hle for diCJ anent 1ave been offo --e, • 

I have tried to anc t1in by 

for n overnmmt's a.~ aront disint root ·n a 1·o fal .···i~ll Gn 

su. erfici.al rea(linr; ccomod so \ell Glited ijO it.· i bost a"'pirat ions. 

The substance of t, e infor 1ation :Jent me ;aa t at olicy TJaY·w~ 

official:-; here do not no 'I con lido:r:- ,eneral iso.r-1nr1ent a.J , 

feasib o OJ."' e~en as e c e...,.irable objective , the chief _~n .... on 

be in·; concer over the 1roblems of " ••• maintain'nr; t c eace 

in a diRarned ~rld . " 

• j OIA.r MA ( 

'r e readers of ·t;h~f: "~~4-.:::-;..,;:;g ·n.r 1.lic 1 to onder th3 

a ""rent "rn ox :i.~ tlv s .;t a . tn.tl 

and :i.ntensif.,rin _ a t ,rent to ann:. 1ilate c 'vilize<l life . I'or 

my art , I ct n only concl ''de thnt my "'ovcrm ent ears t 10 

decisions t .at . 10Uld be t· cOn y o::mlat OllS reed from OUt'"' 'do 

.ril:i.tary nressurc , and t at lt .:..moJ-::1 to - event >oci 1 c1't'ln e 

and c •ntrol y·o:rld de tiny unilaterally 'bJr threat of violence . 

Pineo a )arPntly t 1:ts noed i"" not q .rod b the Soviet - n:;.on . 

t 1e inference if> plain .J~ha.t our ,ovcrrun.ent has ir:rnlicitly 

reco ,nized a. nrofer nee in tl1e ninds of t o 'ro ... ·ld ' ~3 "~nulatio 

for the ·oviet ez<:1nple , a~d t"tt it feels 'lab to cr ~e 



-J ... 

thi::; '1 rcforencc by 
1P . eaccful Manns . If tl 13 descr; tion ia 

co1-rect, t en it l,'"ou < ..... ecn. time f r /~JJ1cr:tc ns to cflr:;ct 

carefully on t.1e :f:'()J:'C(.m in o\ r 11Htion 1 Ihich have given ri9e t.o 

such a nituation , for no r::;ocd vrill cor:te of the nrer;ent cour2e . 

One nncd not d.well on t 10 d:.n err in Of'e 'i.1y tl1c nn.t 1r. of 

modern 11:)c ons . 

devices of d.enont:ta \:Ould SUT) Jly Y1.1111Y tir en over · ho 'OTlc 's 

'tuc:i.c noods • and it iB r..ot in tbe best · ... T!lorit'an tradit -:.nn i:.n 

forfeit s wh an o..,no:rtunity to use it~ \mal th ~or hurum betterment . 

It is p0SB:i.blc thot I have been .... ,;; s:i.nfo:rr1ed and th0re 

are bettor ronsonn, beyo.~.d our control, Ihic force contin~ation 

of TJJ'OP-{mt United ~)taten t 1 i li tary nol-i cies . 1 have tried i 1 

vain to learn them. 

f3incer ly :rourf" , 

Robert li' inn 
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