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This week of awareness is intended to facilitate communication between gays 
and non-gays and to create a feeling of community for gays and lesbians.

Mon. 3-6pm, at the Women's Resource Center
"Conciousness Raising Writing Workshop: Exploring your sexuality and sexual 
preferences." This workshop will concentrate on female sexuality.

Tues. 1pm at the North Conference Room
"Talk on AIDS." A representative from the San Diego AIDS Project will discuss 
the most current information concerning AIDS.

Tues. 8pm at USB 2722
"Choosing Children.” This is a film concerning lesbian mothers and their 
children.

Thurs. 1pm at the South Conference Room
"Gays and Religion" Reverend Sheila Rawls will speak on the controversial 
issue of integrating homosexuality and religion.

Thurs. 4:30-6pm at the Women's Resource Center 
Lesbian/Bisexual Support Group

Thurs. 6:30 at TCHB 141
LAGO Discussion and Social. This is a casual atmosphere for gays and non
gays to socialize.

Thurs. 7:30pra and 9:30pm
"The Times of Harvej Milk." This is an Academy Award winning documentary 
on the life of the first openly gay individual to be elected into office 
in California.

Fri. 6pm at the Woaen’s Resource Center
"Women's Center Social." Here is another opportunity to socialize.

Fri. 7-8:30pm at the Women's Resource Center 
"An Evening of Lesbian/Bisexual Peforming Arts."

Sat. 9pm at the Ché Café
"Non-Sexist Dance.” To cap off the week LAGO will hold another one of its 
well known dances.
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HEADLINE: PUBLIC OFFICIALS FAIL TO UNDERSTAND AIDS CRISIS 

BODY:
From reports in the news media to incredibly cruel jokes, the subject of AIDS is much discussed these 

days. But judging by the actions taken so far by local government, public officials in the San Diego area 
do not yet understand the seriousness of the crisis.

To place the situation in quick perspective: in 1981 two cases of AIDS, were diagnosed here; in 1982, 
four; in 1983, 20; in 1984, 41; and so far this year doctors say cases are being discovered at a pace of 60 
to 70 for the year. Including people who were diagnosed with the disease elsewhere before coming to 
San Diego County, 88 AIDS patients are known to have died. None of the others is expected to survive 
the disease, acquired immune deficiency syndrome.

If some mysterious ailment were striking down school children at this rate, the whole community would 
be pressuring government officials and health professionals to do all that they could to help the victims. 
One can only imagine the amount of money that would be raised through private gifts. In short, everyone 
would rally around those afflicted with whatever resources and help could be brought to bear.

AIDS is different, of course, because it is perceived to be an illness of gay men and intravenous drug 
users. One doesn't think of innocent children or adults being infected with AIDS but rather those who 
put themselves at risk because of life styles that are at best controversial and outside society's 
mainstream. But even if that were — and it's not — justification to ignore the AIDS epidemic as a genuine 
public health emergency, it is now time to move beyond that way of thinking.

Lori Thompson, 11, was neither a male homosexual nor a drug abuser. She was a sick little girl who 
needed frequent blood transfusions, and because of that she got AIDS. She is one of three San Diego 
County A TPs victims to die who do not fit the normal patterns. Health professionals fear there will be 
many others like them as the disease spreads among heterosexuals as well as homosexuals.

In San Diego County, local government's response to the crisis can only be characterized as pathetic. 
Mayor Roger Hedgecock, who has had strong support within the gay community, named an AIDS task 
force. But the city has given the group no staff support, no budget, not even use of a postage meter or 
copying machine.

County government, which has responsibility for public health here, has provided — after considerable 
debate -  a rent-free building for the AIDS Project, a non-governmental organization that provides 
psychological and other support for AIDS victims and their families. The future of that building at 
Vauclain Point is in doubt, however, as the county has wanted to sell it to the city. The county also has 
operated a blood testing program for people who fear they have been exposed to AIDS and for doctors 
and hospitals.

And, the Board of Supervisors, at the request of Supervisor Susan Golding, recently agreed to have a 
conference on AIDS to discuss its responsibilities and future actions. In all, it's not a record to be proud 
of.
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The county should be playing the lead role, and among the steps it should take are:

* Establishing with the city and supporting a meaningful AIDS task force that not only looks at the 
medical aspects of the disease but at the comprehensive assistance victims needs.

* Assuring the AIDS project it will be allowed to remain at the Vauclain Point facility or will be given 
other rent-free space.

* Exploring the establishment of a facility for the long-term care of AIDS patients. Currently, no San 
Diego County nursing homes will take AIDS patients, meaning that beds in acute care hospitals are 
being filled unnecessarily by those victims who do not have family or others to care for them at home.

* Offering whatever assistance it can to the UC San Diego Medical Center, whose budget and medical 
and nursing staffs have borne the pressure of dealing with AIDS patients.

So far, the UCSD Medical Center and the gay community — which was in the forefront of raising more 
than $100,000 last year to assist victims — have been the leaders in the community's response to the 
AIDS problem. It's time for local government to assume a much more aggressive role. And it's time for 
those in government and in the public to realize that their response to the AIDS menace cannot be 
confused with whatever attitudes they might hold about the homosexual life style. It is a public health 
menace that threatens us all.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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Article Text:

While San Diego college students generally are concerned about exposure to AIDS, they and 
university administrators are taking a wait-and-see attitude about its impact on the campuses.

Administrators and health officials are beginning the job of developing a policy for dealing with 
students suffering from the often-fatal disease, which destroys a victim’s ability to fight infection.

So far, very few cases have been reported among students and faculty at local institutions. This 
follows a national trend. Colleges across the nation have had only a handful of cases.

In an informal survey of students at the University of California at San Diego, those responding 
said they had no objection to allowing AIDS victims in their classrooms, but most had reservations 
about sharing dormitory rooms with such students.

T d  feel uncomfortable about having a roommate if I knew he had AIDS," said Doug Sutton, a 
senior at Muir College. "We hear conflicting reports on what causes AIDS, so as far as the 
unknown factor is concerned I'd feel very cautious about it, but I'd have no problem with having a 
roommate who is gay, however."

Sean Wiggins, a Third College junior, said he was not much concerned about any danger posed by 
students with acquired immune deficiency syndrome.

"In the classrooms, I'd rather not know if the one sitting next to me has AIDS," he said, "but the 
dorm is something else. You're so much closer together, sharing the same bathroom, that sort of 
thing. I wouldn't care much for that."

Omar Lughod, a Muir College senior and member of the campus Lesbian and Gay Organization, 
said, "As a gay, I would have no problem with AIDS sufferers either in the classroom or the dorms, 
since I know that the disease comes from either sexual contact, from blood or intravenous drug 
injections."

Mary Rose Alexander, president of UCSD's Associated Students, said: "There is some concern on 
campus about AIDS. We need to have more information about it."

Dr. Kevin Patrick, director of San Diego State University's Student Health Services, said two cases 
of AIDS have been diagnosed on the campus in the past two years, and the students were referred
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to a hospital.

In addition, a faculty member died of AIDS this year.

Said Dr. John Giebink, head of health services at UCSD: "I know of two cases of AIDS here in the 
past year or so, and they were referred to Owen Clinic at the UCSD Medical Center."

Patrick and Giebink said SDSU and UCSD officials are proceeding cautiously in formulating a 
policy because of the complex nature of AIDS and the fear that such a policy could be unfair to 
those suffering from the disease.

"As for a university-wide policy, nothing has coalesced so far," Patrick said. "Most people seem to 
think that a policy is needed, but they also feel that we should stick with non-discrimination. "We 
are studying the wisdom of having a policy or not," he added. "Once you write one, it may not be 
encompassing enough, or may be too limiting, so we have to be careful in this regard. It's possible 
that working on a case-by-case basis may be the best way to go." The University of San Diego's 
dean of student affairs, Thomas Burke, said USD is establishing a committee to study the issue and 
decide whether a policy is needed.

Patrick and Giebink said they are awaiting the recommendations of a new task force of the 
American College Health Association before they determine any policy on their campuses.

Giebink said his "opinion is that a particular policy for AIDS is not in order at this time.

"Our general stance is that it is a communicable disease and we know something about the modes 
of communication," he said. "We would want to treat it like any other disease."

Campus health officials say they are being guided in the informatio federal Centers for Disease 
Control in Atlanta.

"The greatest challenge to us is to provide accurate information on AIDS to students and others on 
campus," Patrick said. "We want to get out as much information as we can.

"Basically," he said, "it is a sexually transmitted disease affecting the homosexual population. 
About 80 percent of the cases come from this group. Another 15 to 17 percent come from those 
who take intravenous injections of drugs. A few are from transfusions. "This is causing us in the 
health professions to caution people in terms of their sexual contacts, against having sex with 
multiple partners," Patrick said.

Campus housing officials say they have not received any calls from parents of students worried 
about their children being exposed to AIDS while living in the university residence halls.

"I haven't heard of one concern from either parents or students about whether AIDS victims should 
be allowed in the same suite with other students," said Larry Barrett, UCSD housing director.

Mike Hoctor, SDSU housing director, also said no parents or students had contacted his office 
regarding AIDS.

Copyright 1985 Union Tribune Publishing Co.

Record Number: SDU698165
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HEADLINE: TASK FORCE WANTS AIDS TEST CENTER AND HOSPITAL

BYLINE: By JANNY SCOTT, Times Staff Writer

BODY:
A special task force on AIDS urged the city and county Wednesday to consider opening an AIDS 

hospital and nursing home, provide space in Hillcrest for AIDS screening, and pay for increased public 
education about the fatal disease.

The recommendations, in the second annual report of San Diego Mayor Roger Hedgecock's AIDS task 
force, were said by some to express members' frustration with official reluctance to commit public 
money to help victims of acquired immune deficiency syndrome.

"I think in order to get anything done, we need financial support and support from the city and the 
county," said Terry Cunningham, a member of the volunteer task force. "If they want a group that is 
going to be able to affect politicians and make changes, then I think we're going to have to have a little 
more credibility than just an ad hoc committee."

But Hedgecock and others countered that the task force was intended to collect information on AIDS in 
San Diego and the available facilities and services. The task force has done just that, they said, giving 
the city and county a foundation on which to build.

Hedgecock said he would ask the City Council on Monday to accept the report and send it to the city 
manager. He said the manager would discuss it with the county's administrative officer and return with a 
timetable for considering the proposals.

"I think they have given us bites that are digestible here -  for instance, finding money for a location for 
the AIDS Project and screening is do-able," Hedgecock said. He said patient support services may 
require state money, and the hospital proposal will require more study.

Among its recommendations, the task force asked to form a subcommittee to look into reopening a place 
like the shuttered College Park Hospital to accommodate the 150 to 200 new AIDS patients expected to 
be diagnosed in 1986.

The subcommittee would also consider developing long-term care facilities offering nursing and room 
and board. Such a facility would free acute-care hospital beds now filled by homeless or terminally ill 
AIDS patients, the report said.

It recommended an anti-discrimination ordinance like the one recently passed in Los Angeles, barring 
discrimination in employment, housing, health services and education on grounds that a person had been 
diagnosed as having AIDS.

Finally, the task force asked to be reappointed for a third year and to be jointly sponsored by the City 
Council and the county Board of Supervisors, with a permanent staff and operating budget.

l of 2 10/1/99 4:22 PM

http://web.lexis-nexis.com/universe/printdoc


LEXIS®-NEXIS® Academic Universe - Document http://web.lexis-nexis.com/universe/printdoc

"It is increasingly difficult for a solely voluntary organization to attempt to set policy and to provide an 
overview for a variety of programs," said the report from the task force, headed by Dr. Robert G. 
Petersdorf, dean of the UC San Diego School of Medicine. "The magnitude of the ongoing effort to 
combat AIDS will need to be increased and will require more governmental help."

The task force offered no estimates of the costs of the proposals.

Acquired immune deficiency syndrome results from a virus that destroys its victims' ability to fight off 
infection. Transmitted through sexual contact and blood, it has mostly affected homosexual men and 
recipients of blood transfusions.

According to the report, 184 people in San Diego County have been diagnosed as having AIDS.
Between 1981 and September, 1985,107 people in the county died of AIDS.

The increasing patient caseload has strained medical institutions, such as UCSD Medical Center, which 
handles most AIDS cases. The average number of inpatient cases at UCSD has risen from four in early 
1985 to more than six in the last two months.

"The increase in number of patients during the next two to three years is projected to require 20 to 30 
isolation beds by 1988," the report said. "Unless steps are taken to provide additional rooms suitable for 
care of AIDS patients at the Medical Center, UCSD will be unable to function as the referral hospital for 
AIDS."

The strain is made severe by the lack of intermediate-care or nursing-home facilities willing to deal with 
AIDS, the report said. Homeless and debilitated patients end up filling acute-care hospital beds long 
after they no longer need acute care.

Furthermore, AIDS patients cost hospitals more than Medi-Cal pays, the report said. They also place 
unusual psychological and emotional strains on medical workers, necessitating increased educational 
efforts to offset fears and frustrations.

Other services offered in San Diego include the county Health Department's public-education efforts on 
AIDS; prevention and support services from the private, nonprofit San Diego AIDS Project, and the Gay 
Male Screening Program at the Beach Area Community Clinic.

The screening program is funded by patient fees, donations and fund-raisers in the gay community. The 
report suggests that if the screening program had access to a computer, it could use its statistics to apply 
for grants to ensure that no one would be denied screening for lack of the $60 fee.

Some of the recommendations overlap those made recently by county Supervisors Susan Golding and 
Leon Williams. The supervisors have scheduled an AIDS conference Dec. 10, at which members of 
Hedgecock's task force are expected to testify.

Neil Good, an aide to Williams, said the board may want to establish its own task force, including 
members of the city's task force. That group would then "come up with a battle plan on combating 
AIDS," Good said.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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51-72)* discussing tribalyalues, customs, J 
roles* and the offices and realities of Gay 
Native

i  Grahn describes this culture as being 
known above all for its, emphasis pn" 
balance^and harmony, and thatnhere is 
much to indicate that the spiritual heart 
of the ancient Indian Way was Gay^ 
leadership including both sexes 
^  Jp ; Gay American History, Edwin T- 
Denig reports n wrote of
'the - OoW^^lrtdkns^in^ 8 5 0 , “Strange 
coun try, t h is, where males assume the:! 
dress and perform th e id u ti^ o f fen»les, 
while women , turn men and mate with
their fonsejr j

^  Historian^Sue-Ellen Jacobs^ ,a lso , 
studied Written records from thb^ast few : 
centuries
American Indian tribes (“Berdachs^A ‘

C6lom d^:A n th r b p o h g ts ttX ^ ^ ^ P mil 
f ^ ; - ' p u r  of
recorded material, there were references 
ito 'Gay culture in^eighty-eight, with ;

Jacobs lists the ¿>4ct offiC fesliei^^ 
••-Ony"
; prehearing
functicms, especially those o f  cross
dressing peoplewho take "on the wbrkv 
dress.and social position of the opposite

^ M ^ p i r i |a b l i s h in g  s e x ^ S ^ B K i  
Rmnthfbonds with tl^ tr^ riw ri^^lB H  

r twbiWrbjrthi
sites ,with regard to Gay functions, Gay 
transvestites were the medicine people or/

eSWhtiai Tor h ig h ^ i r i tu l l ^ j^ i i^ i e s ,  ̂n 
funerals, or served as oracle. - 5'.

Edw ard ^C arpenter,' a u th o r  n f

Foikt y A  Study in  Sociaf^Evaiution,' 
, reports that records indicate that having 
n  G a ^  nature and under^^ipg^otrisSr 
dressing created a jpoollijf ih itia t^J^O ^  

| which certain priesthoods of shamans 
drew their apprentices i(p.'

;| ; Gmhn summarizes the study of Gay

overall, the collected - accounts indicate 
that high status w,as accorded to Gays in 

1 these cultures.
^ JQ th e r  J-such^tribal ̂ ¡ S ^ i n i t i e s  
providing fbr similar social offices for 

'< gays include the Celts and Fanes. Grahn 
indicates jthat homosexuality was an^ 

t integral part pf; most cultures in pre--- 
Christian and pre-patriarchai times.

allowed us our own set offunctions an d , 
systems of values, we also <developed our 
own cultural symbols. Many of these

i?#des or e m b l e ^ ^ & d ; a h ^ § j r i |^  
P g m f i c ^ n c e ^ ^ n a l i f ^ ^ r t f e ^  those1’ 
ancient ^ ^ ¡i* |th o u g h  \^3u?e ‘Often' 

\ unaware of their origination or meaning.

symbols as part p f gay culture do?not 
I know why we u$l t hem, where they came

meah-lbh&is^ 
due to our tradition , of secrecy—of 

: passing along information mouth-to- 
mouth; of the need to hide our identities. 
As history has progressed, our need to 

' identify others as gay has become more „

and mofe pertinent due to the exclusion '; 
gays v and

¿|iprin^ream::|irt,^i^
* books. O ur folklore is hidden, th©^ 
|  definitions are obscured, and tbeytidiics 
,..of our gay ancestors are lost

was4 not uatlC tlw  ! advent !of ' 
Christianity and the w itc h -h U b ^ £ ^ ^ |f  

; morality,: and oppression th a ^ ^ t f e ^  
l^ p u g h t  with it that gays were forced to(';

go underground and -liyo 
:; historians tell’us.A i the time wl^hgays.^ 

began to be persecuted, we brought our .| 
. symbols into the closet with us, and thttfijS 

g i v i n ^ w ^ l i r t ^ l o  ou^Y 
H K n t  heritagM  M I H H b B  P ”1 ij^£b^SXtsSi

. / . j , . ;*-.  -Çï^çj;1

V .

ï Æ m -

^adopted the symbol 
^JtligipUs pcrsecutioh^^. >’3
W ^ ^ ^ f^nother ~ Mother^
yG^ahn^examines the gay symbols and i

words which are in use today, and traces  ̂ '
them back through history. T1 
these symbols were often spi |
powerful. . _ . :

^ ^ ta v e n d e r, or purple^is a special color *1 :
for gay culturc. It has often b e e n iiie d -) |S p '^ ^ B ; I 

l^tn identificationjlB titles- and"Sjogans^#^S^K l I

l^fO u^ofv'fesbianS" durin|r% tbf|?e® |J 
^ W d W I ^ p lg b t  s,t*tt b 1 
^L avender Jane Loves Women,” the title 
^o fan  Alix Dobkin album, and used as ̂
[color for jackets of gay-oriented books

slogans.
p^Saye"' G ra h n / “The cd lraB H wBI 
between purple and ancient Gay storiesffl 
and traditions 4iujicete,r.ij^t-fit^. h a |^ |  
■considerable :th o rep sig n ifican o ^ |iil^ g  
Simply it mixture of ‘female red’,!and^S 
‘male, blue* -colors,** -■ she says, • |*It-!-has?fe 

/meaning front the tribal civilizations tbnfeM 
preceded nn^tinderlid our m odernw orld§ 
and has a plaice in the shamanic sciences->

.and arts th a t . p rew ile d ^ ii^ h ^ b jn ^ ^ S  
"Woman-centered ages of human h is to iw |
.before, this primarilyipatri&ri^^

E,-“Purple r t p r e x ^ ^ ^ t b Q ^ i ^ M  
is present during radical tramformation|Ej 
from Ibne state of being to; another^if

predawfi. It stands at the gate b ^ w M ’rr 
the land of the material flesh in one V 
world and the land of the .
d in At rier n ri/( v ieeeen f tri t lie  nnuAl Aiiat

I BWÊÊm
-

m m
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another and is present in the envClope of 
energy that surrounds the body, usually://

j ^Tn the modern 'Witchcridf^radition^ 
. purple represents power* It is 
|  used' in| religious ceremonies/;dnd ha® | 
-/been associated . with.ncwni''rbyatlri^g 
-Adds Grahn, /The claim Gay culture has §  
to the color purple is not a ,recent;/; 

^ I n h o w i t t r u % i i t  js-,<rf^itnptcs^|p 
antiquity, with connections/reaching/^ 
back as far as human memory can recall,

- in to r im e s!^  1 r^o fd e d b is to i^  
into the shamanistiC times of squalled 

|$tbne:w Age P e o p j^ w i l^ r i ^ p ^ ^  
interpretations of the 'color'spectrum /^ 
And even if no other Gay trait has lasted ;

/Gayness, purple alone would 
^suitement or the ' antiquit^- 

culture” (p. 7).
/  /  Another color used as an identifying 

mark for gays,

children’s often repeated saying, anyone 
/who wore green:;: on ':;Thur8da^:^*StB 
/ automatically a ‘queer* or a ̂

Grahn traces this .combir^ripn;'bidi^i 
the early Fairies which inH ab ||^ t|i^

Xf continues

mSÈÊm
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^ p ^ m g ^ « ^ e 3 m | ) t i n ^ ^ $ t i l  f f t r a j m ; ^ ^  '^S"*.'& >v

BISEXUAL: The sexual orientation of 80%-of ail Americans, according to 77»«» 
Kinsey Report. J “ VL ;„** *.** !<. ^ « ‘s<i>  ( >Wi» , r~ - /  ‘ j

BULLDYKE: A word used to  describe strong lesbians, originating from the name 
of a warrior queen of the CelticHicca people, Boudica (“boo-dike-a”) who led her 
people against Roman imperialists in A.D.6I (for background,seeGrahn, pp. 133->x \  :.:v; \ ^ « t

I the French
word for goatvboych» referring to the cross dressing of the .pagan priest or shaman 

|to  take the part o f the horned god or goat god.

CAIVIP: indigenous Gay theatrical/ satirical qualiti^of-dress, speech; and attitude.; 
From English tamping, young men wearing,women's clothing in a play; from 
Trcitcticarnpagne« out-door area where medieval minstrels and.plavers performed 

;Gamp operates by allowing a characteristic to .continue so far in a single direction 
that jL becomes it’s own opposite; “so bad it’s good” (From Gay Talk, by Bruce 
Rodgers) ' ’ - .

,: E  ; ' ■ i § 8 i f ^
DRAG: To cross-dress, from drag, or dray, meaning ‘cart.VOay men and women 
er ss-dressed to imitate the gods and rode in carts or «/mgr in pagan festivals,

.* U  :s$  " f f i t e l f I S i l l i  i l l f f l f i  -  I

8BG|^ h of#»
^ t r e e .  Also related to liugftfc
> e a r e ^  of witch triais,' '•• . ' \ y * c » ; ' y ' \ ' \  !

M llBIâi* ' v  ^ v   ̂ ^ 1 !
M M HKfttri the Isle 0 r è ^ ^ # i k e r o e poet Sappho, who wrote
M  w *̂ v i i; I tf^pl Wm 9ÊÈS H I ¡¡¡Èl¡1

>'; >C/,rV r 'Î1 1 P  * <-s"Z
SJKIlt tbabél assigned by mainstream to groups or ideas different from their:
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SYMBOLS
0 pntim4td  from  page 3
^British Isles prior to 58 B.C.. Green was 

gthO primary color worn by the Faries, 
¿who also frequently held pagan religious 
|;rif«*m* Thursdays (p. 76-79).
IP; Though tattoos are not gay symbols in 
|  the same sense that the lambda or the 
¿.color lavender are, they are incorporated 
E Jp ji ouf Culture, especially lesbian 
i^uitsire,; and are a symbol of something 
:: during and strong: Tattoos were used to 

^m ark ancient lesbians and witches for 
^sacred treasons, as part of the pagan 
¿'tradition. This custom was taken 
|;underground, and used as evidence of 
|!witchcraft during the witch trials. 
Persecutors, called these body markings 
fc p a u  left by .‘the devil.’ Many tribal 
p > e ^ i ^ i e v e  that tattoos help the gods 
g to  claim their own children, to recognize 

thaiyi after death as one of their own, and 
l^toi .welcome the spirit into the other 
pdoiha&a^fGtahnr. p. 94)..

Required symbol if 
the pink’ triangle. This symbol was usee 

concentration camps in Nazi 
to ¿¿park the homosexuals, 

W m W ^ m e :'250, thousand which were put to

death. Gay people wear this symbol 
today, upside-down, to express the 
solidarity among all gay people in our 
war against the oppression of gays, or of 
any group of people by another.

Beyond identification

;  These symbols have become more 
than just a way to label something gay! 
They embody a common web of 
information, of myths and values and 
ways of living, .that have themselves 
become part of gay culture, of what it 
means to be gay. Some, like the pink 
triangle, are consciously charged with 
significance on their own. Perhaps 
somewhere in our deep subconscious, or 
‘race memory,’ we know instinctively 
what they mean and have emotional ties 
to them. At least, we develop these ties 
through contact with other gay people, 
as part of learning what it means to be 
gay, by listening to gay stories, sharing 
gay art and literature, and coming to 
understand, what i t .; is fhap ties us 
together; the common experiences; 
insights, and philosophies that make us 
alike. „»

The gay lifestyle is more than just 
loving members Of one’s own sex. The

need to find other gay people is not 
driven solely by the desire for sexual 
relationships. Gay people also share 
sim ilar lifestyles, developm ent of 
personal identities, ways of viewing the 
world and it’s values, philosophies, and 
politics, and shared experiences which 
provide for similar backgrounds. It is the 
need to relate with people who can 
understand us, people who experience 
the same emotions and thoughts, that 
urges us to expand our social circles to 
include other gay people.

As each separate cultural item carries 
with it it’s own symbolism, a means is 
provided for the expression of diversity 
among gays. Not only do they reveal 
homosexuality, but also political views, 
lifesty le d ifferences, sp iritu a lity , 
personal inter-relationship preferences, 
group membership, hobbies, sexuality, 
and general interests. Wearing a logo 
from an organization, for example, 
implies a whole set of philosophies which 
come from the activities of the group 
that displays the symbol. Fink triangles 
and bandanas both signify gayness, but 
the triangl# shdws a desire to fight 
o p p r e s s io n ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  th e  
acknowledgement of this*, where the 
bandana is just plain sexuality. A 
woman wearing an Amazon labrynth 
gives a different impression from one 
wearing a lambda, as tb^ Jabrynth 
signifies a stronger sense of Patriarchal 
heritage, the -power of women, and is 
meat of a feminist-first philosophy than 
the lambda, which signifies gay ness as 
the upmost concern.

, i To be gay is not the norm. This we all 
'have in comnion: we are different. We 
have all gone through a largely similar 

^ ro fT eé îîhg rand  pitN ts^n& discdvet 
and accept ourselves, and we are bonded 
Very, closely by our shared process of 
forming a positive sense of identity as a 
gay person;/ *

The realization or acceptence of “1 am 
gay” is usually followed by “What is 
gay‘7” , or a period of exploring 
everything that symbolizes, homo
sexuality. Initially, we look for role 
models. We become familiar with 
prominent figures or styles which 
represent gayness. We also tend to 
explore our. heritage. For some, 
especially for women, this exploration 
extends back into pre-pa t riarchalti mes. 
For others, discovering gay people and 
gay accomplishments in the last few 
centuries, or even decades, is enough.

H| In. our search for identity, we come to 
share activities; literature, role models, 
and processes, .These provide us with 
similar backgrounds and sets of 
experiences. This sets the precedent for 
similar ways of viewing the world. Our 
connection to one another reinforces 
this, as we share information and learn 
from each other. We develop a common 
awareness surrounding issues which 
affectius, often leading to sociological or 
political activism.

Our. views are set apart by our position 
in society^ We have crossed the 
boundary of our society’s definition of 
our sex and broken a major taboo. We 
have admitted that we are part of a group 
of people which American culture has 
called ‘‘queer, perverted, ftfgS, dykes, 
lezzies, pansies, dieseklykes, homos,” all 
terms with negative connotations. Doing 
this, we have examined and questioned 
one of the strongest, most deeply 
ingrained assumptions: that we will be 
heterosexual, that we will get married. 
When we found that this was not true for 
us, it was easy to also question every 
other assumption and decide its validity 
for ouselves: what is masculine or 
feminine, what is appropriate behavior, 
what makes; someone a ‘good person*, 
what is fair and just in society, etc. 
Questioning each belief we hold causes a

change in how we see ourselves and our 
relationship to the world.

Difference as Power

A problem with having most of our 
c u ltu ra l  c o m m u n ic a tio n  occu r 
underground or through symbolism is 
that we are not visible as a community to 
people who are not part of that 
community. We basically don’t look any 
different, so we go unnoticed. Non-gays 
may think there are none or few of us in 
their environment, or that we all fit into a 
stereotypical description, while walking 
right past us without even noticing. 
Invisibility is interpreted as non
existence. This also inhibits some gay 
people from locating others like them, or 
from identifying role models. It also 
gives a sense of isolation within a largely 
unaware mainstream culture. Lesbian 
comedian Ivy Bottini relates that if one 
day all gay people wqke up with a 
lavender dot on their foreheads, 
homophobia would virtually, disappear 
because there are so many of us. Non
gays would find that people they love 
and respect are gay. < v |

However, when sortie gays discover 
i gay oppression and the need for secrecy, 
they attempt to just fit in with 
mainstream society rather than the gay 
sub-culture. Yet, if one truly does 
identify with aspects qf gay culture and 
gives these things up, then giving up a 
part of one’s identity, or of a group’s, is a 
loss of power, both in terms of self-worth 
and in the struggle to be free of 
oppression. ■ v .

Another phenomenon is that^aspects 
or symbols of a sub-culture are often 
adopted by <: the mainstreamv^chiture, 
which dilutes the significance of the item 
for the sub-culture. This has happened 
with ‘breakdancing,’ J ’hich has lost its 
special meaning to the black youths of 
harlem now that people everywhere are 
practicing it. It is no longer their 
specialty; it is just another trend. For 
gays, this has happened with the wearing 
of a single earring, painter’s pants, 
bomber jackets, and lumberjack shirts 
and boots. We have also lost the disco, 
cross-dressing (gender ambiguity o r ‘the 
androgynous look* has appeared in all 
the fashion magazines), and even the 
co lo r lavender . to  m ainstream , 
heterosexual culture.

Our; heritage and history are vital 
sources of power. Just as we have been 
reclaiming words that describe, us, such 
as Dyke and Fag, and turning the 
negative power they ^ y e  others into a 
positive power for ourselves, we have a 
lot to gain from reclaiming our legends 
and ancient ways of living. We can look 
back to our roots and b\iild positive 
identities for ourselves from the 
knowledge of strong role models and of 
the significant contributions gays have 
made to the world, as individuals and as 
a group. ‘ ,~

Once we have done this and can 
establish peace and balance within 
ourselves, we can work toward creating 
an environment where we don’t haye to 
hide, where our differences are 
recognized and valued, where its not 
quite so painful to accept and share our 
identities as lesbians and gay men.

This article was inspired by the work 
of Judy Grahn, from whose book, 
Another Mother Tongue: Gay- Words, 
Gay Worlds, much of th£ information 
was drawn. I encourage you to read 
Another Mother Tongut(Beacon Press, 
Boston, 1984), which; is an important 
asset to Gay culture; not .only for 
reclaiming our past, but also as tftool for 
building a better future, one of strength, 
unity, knowledge, an^^cep taric^  ;
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In the Courts: Lesbian and Gay Custody Battles ..y1*

by Sue Rochman 
Homosexuals...Parents... for many 

these words still remain a contradiction 
in terms. Thus many homosexuals and 
heterosexuals are concerned about how 
hom osexuality  affects the legal 
procedures surrounding child custody 
and adoption. Aware of this fact, the 
Fifteenth Annual Conference on 
Women and the Law held & panel 
discussion specifically on Lesbian and. 
Gay Custody and Adoption Saturday, 
October 27; a discussion that addressed 
both the personal« emotional situation 
dong with the legal dimensions of the 
issue. : “ ..r :v t /■“

The panel was composed of Roberta 
Bennett,^ a private attorney in L.A. 
specializing in family law, particularly 
lesbian and gay custody suits; Stephen 
Lachs„ a Los Angeles Superior Court 
fudge, head of the family division and a 
nrominentgay activist for the past 15 
shears; Sharon Young, a psychologist and 
professor at SDSU; and Gloria Allred, 
in attorney specializing in civil law who 
s well known - for handling cases 
nvolving lesbian and gay rights.

Although each.panelist addressed a 
lifferent aspect of custody or adoption 
procedures they were in agreement that 
ill custody cases, whether involving 
parents who are gay or straight, have 
similar problems. Due to the no-fault 
livoree settlement in California, where 
no perSon need be placed as the person 
e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  d i v o r c e  
incO ihj^^R R y^b^lg '. enough* of ^  
eason), child custody cases are often 
jsed by ex-spouses as a form of 
etaliation. Thus, most judges view all 
custody cases as “undesirable”.

For this reason much effort is made by 
he attorneys on both sides to have 
custody determined in the conciliation 
;ourt—a court designed especially for 
his purpose. Here the case is heard by an 
expert in custody matters rather than a 
udge. Only about 5% of custody cases 
emain unresolved after conciliation 
:ourt and go on to a judge’s courtroom.

The custody cases discussed by the 
panel- involved divorces between a 
voman and a man, with one partner now 
;oming out as lesbian or gay. According 
o Roberta Bennett, in those instances 
vhen a trial does occur, “Your chances 
ire as good as the judge who happens to 
lear the case,” She went on to explain, 
‘Homosexuality is only one factor the 
udge will look at regarding custody or 
/isitation rights. In California, a parent’s 
lomosexuality is not grounds in and of 
tself to refuse custody. But this does not 
nean the court cannot consider it—theym3

She went on to explain that these cases 
isually involve a high number of expert 
vitnesses due to the need to “educate 
our judge on homosexuality and a 
lomosexual lifestyle.” Some points she 
tressed were:

1. In preparing for a custody hearing 
you should also prepare a case for 
visitation rights (weekends, summer, 
etc.) in the event custody is denied.

2. The judge will have to find more than 
a parent’s homosexuality to deny 
visitation—including overnight stays.

3. The client must inform their attorney 
of everything that took place between 
the ex-spouses so that there are no 
surprises during cross examination, f
4. The lawyer must know the 

relationship of the child to both parents
5. If the client currently has a live-in 

lover the lawyef must know *yery thing 
about the lover’s lifestyle and politics-*— 
once again so that there are no-surprises 
fo r the a tto rn ey  du ring  cross- 
examination.

6. The lawyer must know if the children 
know about, and how they feel about, 
their parent’s homosexuality

Stephen Lachs was able to provide the 
judicial perspective in these matters. He 
stressed that the courts role was not to 
approve or disapprove of homo
sexuality, but to determine what is in the 
best interest of the child. Overall, in his 
opinion, the courts in L.A. are acting 
responsibly in this position and are not 
weighing homosexuality as a larger 
factor than any other.

Sharon Young, who has herself been 
involved as an expert witness in many 
custody cases, spoke on the need for 
there to be three expert witnesses in these 
types of pases. ....
" Firstly",
lesbian or gay person seeking custody as 
it can be an emotionally draining 
situation that turns into a personal 
attack on their homosexuality by their 
ex-spouse and her/ his attorney.

Secondly, an academician or research 
person aligned with lesbian and gay 
rights is necessary to relate the history of 
homosexuality. In addition, this expert 
should discuss a study conducted by  
Richard Green that compared children 
raised by homosexual parents and 
heterosexual parents which shows that 
there is no difference between the groups 
in their academ ic or em otional 
development or in their perceptions of 
their own sexuality.

Thirdly, an evaluator is needed to 
evaluate the child’s relationship to both 
parents. This should be an individual 
who is not aligned with lesbian and gay 
issues and who perhaps is not gay. Their 
interest should be in discovering what is 
best for the child.

Gloria Allred, in relating experiences 
of some of the trials she has been 
involved in, emphasized that as a 
prospective work field lesbian and gay 
rights is one of great interest. But she 
stressed that attorneys who take on such 
cases “better do them right.” Fojr 
ultimately they are affecting the entire 
homosexual community and not just the

individuals involved. She, as did 
Roberta Bennett; pointed out that to a 
large extent the outcome is based on the 
judge and that a judge’s personal 
convictions can, in the end, . decide 
whether you win or lose.

1 Q uestions from  the audience 
following the panel discussion showed 
personal concern for how the courts 
perceive single women, single lesbians, 
and lesbian couples when the issue is 
adoption.

On the issue of single women 
adopting, it was discussed that when 
women give up their children' for 
adoption they also choose What type of 
family they would like their child to go 
to. Thus it is difficult for women who are 
themselves single mothers to rationalize 
giving their child to a single parent. They 
perceive a stable home as one with a 
mother and a father.

Panelists seemed to agree that there 
are pros and cons to the idea of two 
women presenting themselves as a 
couple desiring to adopt. Whether it can 
be a positive or negative factor depends 
on the judge’s, attitude and on how the 
case is progressing. While in some 
instances it could be a sign of 
permanence and stability, it could work 
against the case, for, as Gloria Allred 
pointed out, “probably nothing is seen as 
more radical than two women together.”
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Resources

Lesbian Rights Project 
1370 Mission Street, 4th Floor 
San Francisco, Cal. 94103 
(415) 621-0674 *
Legal representation, briefs and nationwide referrals. 
y*»»* J ..
Lesbian Mothers National Defense Fund 
P.O.Box 21567 
Seattle, Washington 98111 
(206)325-2643
Financial assistance, expert~witness and legal referrals.

Books and Pamphlets 
Gay Parent Support Packet 
National Gay Task Force 
80 Fifth Ave. number 160L 
New York, New York 10011
(212)741-5800 \  , t , ;
Includes. questions fo r  gay and lesbian parents considering custody, 
checklist fo r  lawyers, preparation fo r  expert witnesses.
Lesbian Mother Litigation Manual 
Donna J» Hitchens, 1982. •>{ »
Includes bibliography fo r  lesbian m others and gay fathers. Available 
through the Lesbian Rights Project.
Lesbian Mothers and Their Children:/!« A nnotated Bibliography o f Legal 
and Psychological M aterials
2nd edition; D, Hitchens and A. Tliomas, Eds. June 1982 

A vailable through the Lesbian Rights Project.
Mothers on Trial: Women and Child Custody 
Phyllis Chesier, 1985
Comprehensive historical analysis with case histories.
Considering Parenthood; A Workbook for Lesbians 
Cheri Pies, Spinsters Ink 1985 ;V:\- A  4
Includes a section on legal issues in donor insemination.
Custody Cases and Expert Witnesses; a m anual fo r  attorneys 
Melvin G.Goldzband, Law & Business, Inc., Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 
1980:

Prepared by: Sharon Young, PhD Psychologist
1129Torrey Pines Road, no.8 

La Jolla, Calif. 92037 
(619) 454-9009
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depending on whatsexualpractices they 
engage in. Low-risk .sexual practices« 
those which dondt involve the exchange 
of body fluids« are a means of reducing 
the riskof HTLV-1 ̂ transmission.

.. ' But Alt>S ; t r  dbyioUsly ̂ iót ;thc¿pffly
^ ■ ^ a i c t o r t i t ^  

himself isexualiy; - a gay man not only 
takes into consideration his risk level; 
but also what kind of sex he wants« how 
much he wants, and what tfidwferáÚ role 
of sex is in his life. Each person finds his 
own balance of maximum gratification, 
minimum írlsk v M fe¿^ S ^ I^ ÍE Íg s^•tit'k'.'■ ■■■■ v ’• &&&. • SimF - 7, .

J sex live*, their fears and ideals. In doing 
so, vifrey give V ^ ’íütóighif into the 
complicated fetors at work in the lives 
of gay men Uvingatrisk in the age of

if  'ZWki 0 m , i

■ ^Compiled by Russell Lewis
am both things that 

ÏU^tO deal with in their lives., 
^ ^ ^ p |fn  addition to going against societally 

¡p>presctibed sex roles, gay men' have to 
with-the same basic complicated 

• ^ P ^ i^&.:ltendu«idhig: sex; love,. lust,", and 
■ ^ p E h ^ t i h ip r ^ h a t  everyone ‘has- to deaf 

* 7?
AIDS and sex between men are not in 

’the same category. AIDS is a disease.
I ■ T{omoiexuaUty is hot. Sex is something 

mendotogether for reasons of intimacy, 
love, lust,f compulsiveness** and ; fun.':, 

p  AIDS is a disease whose pibbablcrviraf 
can unfortunately be ; 

^transm itted through the exchange of 
v bodily fluids during sex/, C ’ V. 

AIDS fits intothe equation of sex and 
Jove because of the epidemiological fact 

,^p th it ' gay • men - are in the highest risk
- v; i

LvJ.it* & “j |  ; " couple of years, and'then I's1opp^,;.f|ji
five or six years ago, 1 stopped thP 

™ *• first time because I kept getting venereal 
wp*r' « •'*: :f diseases. It was just too sleazy, although

,ha‘ ieeUne
„„ intellectual who came out o f the New " ,,h.,he sense ,hat »» * * &  an°

luP that it was too easy. It was easy to avoid
rgf% ;- " ' :'*■?/- ¿- 1 trying to relate to people. You just kind
UMpf:v;...\ . i:< 'Mt&x i -• of have-sex instead..'
«¿4  As gay ¿liberation a was picking up, •> , , ,■
¿ I f  steam, there was the sense that t » « j ^  J W " “  * " * »  <<i g ®  
¿ ¿ y o u r  sexuality was a liberatory mow. ^ o s t  of the seventies None of them - 
i c t . :  that thif was ait uptight society, a work ,  »»ogamous. The first one lasted
, r  ethic society,and one of the advantages m rs . then the next Ode
&  gay pebp te tad 's that since’we wire ^  for ayear Then there were shorter

f  outside of it in some ways, we could sort ’ “ ew n’on'*,s at a time. Then there
f i f ?  oienjoji ourselves more. Hedonism was w' re a “ uPle

almost , a political imperative. At the a8a'i>: During tho« times I wisn tThat
ore* beginmbg of gay liberation, i think a lot promiscuous. If I had someone 1 liked
Dsf  of jjepple really felt that. There was w*10 ! ««'«g regularly, that made a
.■§ something very positive about that *  '■ a * * J , .  , t .....

feeling, but it did tend todegenerateinto , The second time I stopped going to the 
lhei compulsive, behavior. f '  . baths, I more clearly I felt it had gotten
£ $  When I first started going to the baths, “  »** Point «¡?ere * “  « • f * * '“ »'' mm M rt vebtpositiveahout it. 1 think this is .“ voWemem. I forced myself to look for
¡® i: a common experience for gay m e a -  PJ0Ple »«•« in other places and to sort.
. o #  : they’d ¿een alienated growing up, they’d, o f‘7 10 8eu,lvolved W1,h ,hose P*°Ple-.
the* l>ccn- kind of estranged from people— |i 's  hard for me to really remember all 
a m  and here was this situation where you this chronology, but I think it w ||
■ »4; were almost operating on an animal *ny second bathhouse, era that I ¿parted
nA.‘ Jevel; of just getting warmth and contact hanging out with d iffe re n i|iji^ l^ ^ ^  f
¡S -lfrom  bthcr pcpple, which was tn direct and going out with them, Altbough t; 

opppsitiba>tp> what you felt about , didn’t go out with any of them for raoiCf 
^dldh‘t WChiinyone ^han a few monfi^ >th|y.

- #  ' elsei that ybu were this weirdo,. There likeable for the mpst part# and it was
fir was something very positive about being exciting to f 0 l  i  could relate to people

r able to, do ̂ hdt' It was a way of really who were so different from me. I, ĵ$d a;'-
|  m | |  overcoming a basic level of alienation. I tremendous admiration for them in a lot ,
^®i\'didn’t7' like sex for years when l first , of̂  ways, because their lives were so 

stattedha ving it. liw asjusttpo weird.l’ shitty, but at least they didn't complain. I ■
didn’t know what I was domg. I was too always felt I complained too much; when f

| | | p  much in my head. I was too alienated 7n âct * had a lot of advantages which
from my body; .and 1 was probably too these people didn’t have. They.may have

• guilty. One of the ways that 1 finally sort complained to each other, and thgne may
* ,fU> of overcame all of that was just by doing have been some kind of weird macho
5 #  it enough, so that it juft became more reasons why they didn’t complainto me,

comfortable and -more pleasurable. I hut basically, they just; kfemed ?
K mcan, it took me a lopg time to enjoy ‘ determined to haVe k goo^ii*^lybu

^pcgpplci tooyif. toiow,. to justmaximiretheirpleasures

_ ̂ c f e ^ j i k t h e  worllthfiyiiad^ 
an^then’i f ^ h ^  gay' '‘'-getit- over with. At IKe tfmfe; it- aeejmed

admirable that people could be that |  
^^■;they way, because most intellectuals tend to
. -fc .' There were two major periods when 1 inflict self-torture:knd be morose and ' 

^ went to the baths. I went to the baths for dwell on various'Unsatisfied aspect! o fv 
a couple of years, then 1 stopped fpr a ^heir lives. 1 do th^t less than I u$ad to. ^

, , v  couple pf years. then I went back for a \ continued dn page 8 ;
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il m,hmt
¿ ' : jSteve, 22. an occasional media student at

up m the San Diego arear 
¿ ^ j É t í £ h t í s aspirations tobohemianismand, 

■■^^^^hbt'Mrpiisingly,.his^treamis to own a -
performance ! gallery |jj

S a Ê S ^ p e a c e ^ r ’. l  i -g k 1. f X  :!. •••■ • ‘ • *
What has happened in recent times is 

s f ^ j t h i t  sineo^my 'awareness! ¿f'j\IDS-hyas^ 
- increased, my sexual behaviors , have , 

changed.There’s been a real shift in this
* calendariyear—I couldn't exactly date it 

to any incident or anything-—to a greater 
emphasis on the whole body sensual \  
experience of sex ratherthanjust on th^, 
genial experience.

*  ̂ :|t would have been easier to fall into
;r^ the^adftipnal trap—-I think it’s almost a £ 

;;\, juvenilb^tfap^of ’genital fixation if it . 
wefe not for AIDS, It’s something that is- 7 
pne of many juvenile characteristics that ; 
were„ foi|tM5rly in the forefront of gay 

! male Kfc^Those characteristics include, 
along with genital fixation, constant

* .j^omiscuity as a way of life, strong 
' eniphasis on looks and youth and beauty
and your partner as an object rather than 
a person! All these things ere pretty 
muchfthe logical result of the attitudes of 
the gays in the seventies—of coming out, 
of liberation, of sex as being an end unto 
itself. These attitudes coming to the 
forefront basically meant a gay man 

, could be'a thirteen year old boy in a 
world offjhirteen year old. boys, fust ! 

bigger toys.
.eighties, we’re oanperned

dealing with the person as a person 
.rather than as an object, because not all 
of the satisfaction that we’ll derive from 
that person is simply going to he the. 
physical sensations that their body as an 
object dan "provide. In lieu of an intense 

p physical sensation, you might have to fill 
it: in with maybe some emotions. So, 
what has happened generally is that I’m 
not-inclined to go out and just look for 
someone to have sex with.

i f  l were to add up all the men that I’ve 
dated, as well as the ones that I’ve 
fucked, device versa, then I’ve probably 
had more men this year than I’ve had in 
previous years, except that they’ve been 
mote personal relationships. In the past, 

/ I ’ve found myself in bed with a good 
'! nuhiber of strangers. I remember finding 

out the last name of one of my ‘friends’ 
oi^ a lettef 1 saw on his desk as I was 
leaving’ffac second time we’d dated—the 
Second lime we’d been to bed, of course.

, Whereas I used to kind of proudly state 
that I always went to bed on the first 

. date, that I was just selective about 
whom I dated, nowadays I’ve gone out 

, on dates and courted men that I’ve never 
even been to bed with.
; I’ve been least satisfied in those 
Situations where there was an intense 
focus on orgasm as a goal. The sheer

.-restraint

' -j*.. 'fe-'-.* ,SÿÿÿÿSLi ' J H
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mechanics of organizing an orgasm or 
ejaculation sometimes overwhelms the 
experience itself. Quite frankly, I can 
manipulate my penis betterthan anyone, 
else l lifllv beeaa#^ T v e g f^ ^ b re ^  
’experienéb withif thiñ snyíilÉáse The 
one thing 1 absolutely cannot prpvide for : 
myself is.-companionship and the’ 
warmth Ihat. anothel humai^bpdy ;afldf 

jinothei; personlcanI provide. I’Ve $ » d ' 
some wonderful orgasmic sex, ft’s the 
eXccption.and if l hadid choósé-ohe o f1, 
the other,; Í, would rather have the.. 
companionable sort. In fact, to me 
absolute heaven is to lie there with an 
erection all night pressed againsf my love 
and sleep ever so peacefully, Some of my 
best experiences have been like .that.

One thing , that bothered me about 
doing, one night stands is that you are , 
incredibly intimate in the physical sense, 
with a person who is virtually a stranger 
when you wake up inthe morning. It’s 
very awkward toVhave been that. 
physically intímate without knowing 

: them.^W^j -«i ^

night stand is the rów¡; b j^hse 'dnee 
they’ve been to bed with each other, that 
awkwafd strange intimacy is there and 
they’d rather not deal with it because it is 
uncomfortable. I’ve done thátl?tíiyself, 
where I no longer see the person 1 might 
have genuipely grown to like if I ever had 
a chance to know them.

I’m redefining intimacy for myself. T 
hope I can break away from those 
definitions that society has provided for 
intimacy, that inUi^cy isi physical. 
owneifeMpTasu showa/eby pálbile-bntry^ 
That’s basically what the societal 
definition is—it’s a possessive sort of

There’s a connection that I feel 
between the; power aspect Of rex and 
genital fixation—the penis aistool,;*^ as 

' an act rather than an experience. An act 
is somethihgthat can be bhugfif WitoM V 
or negotiated for after some fashion in 
some currency, whereas ptire experience 
can only exist as a product p( 
intcractionr^it’s a synergistic sot| of , 
thing; We've been raised m this cultufe in 
general . t o  seek after1 the bought 
experience; the relationship as 
merchandise, as goods. We’re not 
capitalists, we’re consumerists more 
than anything else. Our Sense d  values is 
based entirely 
consumption of goods; ̂

In a lot of cases, the relationships that 
you see in p o r n o g r a pby, gay 
pornography as;. Wieif»,^|>bttráy ; 
humiliation and subimsétoin as a  part of , 
the sexual experience, and, on the flip’ 
side, domination and hostility or 
degradation. ; " -.

If I’m honest In analyzing my roles and 
my positions, and what‘goes on in my 
mind and where the pleasures are 
derived in sexual situations, they all

continued on page 8

Chuck
Chuck k  « year-old Sociology major 
afCft&D yfhp^grefy bp in the Los 
Angeles area, lie describes himself as an 
aspiring g n p p ^ 0 ; yuppie), , but i has 
doubts fhahftis’inéomt^will match Ms 
aspirations. His. dream, is to „awn a 

I ‘condo with a, white picket fence^i,

y*m, take AIDS vciy seridiisly^t’sj 
: something that rve accepted as 
something that’s going;! ftf^ i^f-yóu^ 
know* like we accept nuclear weapons.; 
It’s one mote danger in myhfe. When the 
epidemic first started  ̂it was a hardthiftg 
for me to get used to, that this was going 

i to be something that ! was going to have, 
td worry about3httt friends werejgoing 
to have tn worn^ about, f t  threw.a big 

- scare .into

I run into. I very definitely 
people Who want to do things that aren’t 
safe.* -

But,my probiem realiy came, and stifle: 
revolves around,, revealing 
that I’m ‘into sáfe sex*, and *y^k.:lW 
willing to do this and not that.’ If  yc 
meet someone or you’re having !dii 
with someone, it’s not somethihgf thati 
you want to talk about. And thehíWhen; 

{things spontaneously happen láter!btt,g| 
you don’t want to stop in the middle and 
sily, *Wcll, f  m going to do this,1 httst*s-0i 
why, and all that.’ lt’s a really .
thing. Someone wants to fuclo you 
wants you to fuck them-*a lot of tímcs7| 
they really don’t understand and take it^< 
as an insult if you're in the m id d ld ^ j^ ^ % 
and Say, ’Well, Tdon’t want to fuck; 
because I might get AIDS, or give you, 
AIDS.’ It sort- of cools down tíreáfhpkp^ 
experience. 7 ,
U l think that .safe sex tet^dl^e^M pKw
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AIDS was all about, more than just Hhis 
mysterious cancer gay people luid come 
up with,’ when they finally began to 
realise that it whs sexually.transmitted,^: 
just struck me so hafd that I could go our 
and possibly accidently have sex with 
someone who was In . the;; incubation 
period. It was a really scary thought that 
1 would die. from it.
: - A lthe Pbint whcnI really got to know 
abdu^ AIDS; I said vQh{ my god. I’ll 
never have sex with another human 
being again.* For about five months after 
that I didn’t have sex .Sex wasn’t worth' 
death,|and having.sex to me meant a 
strong possibility ojfdeafh. It Wasalmost 
like an equation: Sex equals death. It 
was easy enough to: abstain with that 
kind ofinfonnation,j 
•̂;r7There:Were-
ttowthat we didn’t know then. We didn’t 
knoW an y th ing l a b o u t ' 'Safe-, sex- 
techniques. We thought, everyone, who 
had sex with a carrier would get it! Now 
they’re saying that .10 to 20 percent of 
those.who are expewred to. the virus will 
gp on to develop the full syndrome. This 
is a huge difference from thinking that if 
you had sex with someone who had been 
exposed then you weregoing to dier!~4the 
bullet’s been fired» I’m gone.’ And, after 
it became known that blood and semen 
were the carriers of this and that you 
probably didn’t get fftl by kissing 

. someone, it b^nM i A f^basi^for me to 
accept # mean, I really like kisamgatid r^

p M p P i M

m m
w Ê S m

people in the gay community—at least 
fve encountered a lot—who doirf 
necessarily know anything about safe 
sex techniques, or don’t scem to care. ^  
think it really requircs a lot of effort to 
implement safe sex, but 1 think it’s 
Important, f 

1 think I’ve come to a turhiag point, •: $m m r 
though, in regards to safe sex!; I  think 
^.ock Hudson has something to do with 
it. Because, really, 1 never have known m m m  
anyone who has come down with A ID S ,^^^^^ ; 
All of a sudden seeing a face, thinking 
‘that person has AIDS,’ and thentaawag.-^M H p  
him* die brings a lot of thought into i t  i f  
think it wifi bring a lot of thoughbintd it 
for a lot of people who have sort of been; 
ignoring the problem in their own bves,; 
who’ve been saying, .‘Well* ma)d)C 
;||Mte: the cbancc this once,* I l i l M g  
think that’s sort of what I’ve beeUSajd^y!
I  look, back on it later and find myrelfS  ̂
saying, ‘My god, why did.1 takethat^risk?^|

One thing that really pisses the h efib tn^  
of me is being in a bar and hearing 
someone say, ‘Oh, he’s a slut. I see him 
walk out of here three or ,ftmr tioies a 
Week. I wouldn’t do anything with him, 
god knows he’s probably got AIDS.*; He 
might be having safe sex sevthi^tin^i^ 
week. As far as I’m concerned, the person 
having unsafe sex once a week is in-niOre|^ 
'danger. Likcwise, someone who says,
’Oh, he goes to the baths.* Big deal! He

imMm

may have safe
the number, one thing that : ■

»dd they’re going to
W t e f e S S  tHbátheré are usi

M

I
m 1 and ̂ ihridify my bei

1

''X ,

I don’t say l’m perfect in this regard.
' There have been ! exceptions ;to„my 
’ ' having safe sex! Looking back, that was*' 

stupid. It’s happened more recently, as 
well. It’s usually been a situation when 
I’ve had a little too much to drink or 
when I haven’t thought about what I’m

than not be! the angels over here and
0.^X 'ftavbsex  with that- many peópl^wVb’re:^

{going4o be OK. Of course, th ^  donlt # ;  
^really know how many p i^ p || tbeiX; 
(/"partner has had sex with or »  having 

with. ‘ •'{ -'
I have a lot of problem with the onegi 

night stand and yet that seems such a

7.'
product of our culture. Everypi» 

m o£s*yf' T don’t wajut; that^; at
seems

..., »as
lèjfSÿwS’ÿ-
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jB p fc  'ilp̂ J / '  ■ j^ ^ A d M
lH H § M f* ?' cont‘/(°^'j>oge^l■ • '■?, *-:&.r'i* &%&&&
night I hud set out with the thoughtinmy" 
mind, Tm going to go home with ' 

inaone. to have ^w ithsd jneone,’; i 
^ ^ ^ I ^ h i e v e d m y ^ i . l  guesstbatin; 

tself kind of scared me. If 1 want to do ; 
that; I can. Any night of the week I can 

| ^ a 5̂ A ^ ,: i :want to go out and have se x /  
with someone*’ that bothers me because 

^ | | i f e # ^ t i : t h e  .sexual -side of my 
personality Is not that pervasive. It 

that in the gay community 
* sex becomes such a major part of the 

i^iif^yJki 1 have a big conflict with that/ 
becausef don*t feel that’s like me.

I came out about« year and a half ago. 
AU this time I’m sitting there thinking, / 

£*Wowl 'Vm really attracted to £ men’«* 
coming out was finally acting on those 
impulses.finally having sex with a man. I .. 
walked around for so long thinking Tm 

§i|hfejQfnly gay: person in the entire world,* 
thinkingTm relatively alone. But after a 
-While I got past that and realized ‘Wow, 
there’s «.lot of us out there.’ Just finally^ 
fessing up to myself and saying this is the 
way it is. 1 used to walk around thinking,

I’m
You. know, you listen to what eyerynne v 
hast|told<<ydu all - these^yeam^ilitebut’

D a v id P /; i - :  ■ ,  ■■ XI  | | |  /  C ^ontf from page 6

’ What I found ̂ f$ o m tte ^ a v y  q»», 
was that I had to have more in common „ 
with these pe'ople thad h^.ualikiiig $ach£ 
other. That was whàt 1 found-out from 
tSè guÿ T  was with forftwo years, a 
younger Black guy. 'Ijw ^ y#y close ÉÉ 
him. Iv was" lfl^'î^^liveÇ'^Wç* 
good times together, we had very good 
sex. But, it juSt becameyery deaf that 
our. needs were' 'just too- different' to 
sustain Ourselves? His needs had a  lot to - 
do with financial security/and my needs 
have a lot ' tdii'do; With' :inteUectual 
advancement. 1 don’t do what most 
people do. Ldon’t like to go to. bars.I 
don’t like to socialize that much, except 
withrmy own friends/who 1 just sort of 
talk to a lot. I’m very concerned with 
being a writer? which is * a solitary 
occupation, I think it’s unlikely that I’ll 
find spmeonefjn compatiblewithon all: 

-, levels and ki nd of settle down. F rankly, 1 
just think Tmanexccptional person, and 
;there aren’t \ th a tm a n y  exceptional 
people4 around. And the ones that* are- 
around, I don’t tend to be that sexually 

■ attracted to. • 'Juj, --K M  f fe * . 
p In thifesituafidn^bu compàftroental*

in#leCtu^ÉÈ&* y ou lookto soin*

Steve •¿coni, from page 7

mmm ....
be weird and 1 can 1 live* nolc, ? * j ..

« l a »  A s  because it*$ eerily s i r y  amk - foT sexual_pee<l,s. yob jus. sort of don t
Til never get married and have children 
and Oh, my god, and na na-na...* But 
then you figure, ’Hey, this is me and I can 
live with myself this way, because this is

« ¡ 1
p|p!§ would like * a; 
someone. For me, 
soulmate—someone

relationship with 
something like a 
/ou iust know so

expect one lover to fulfill that spectrum 
of needs ! think that’s the way I used to 
be, aijd! got out of it to some extent, but 
then f  got back to the point where it
didn t ^em  ppssih^ tp jin d  that^pne was reafiyKind’ofjuce,.because we’d 
^ h ^ a f e e K n g r W u ^ p m b a W & « ' lb r ib . i t
positive on that test. I assume most gay

ibmpltow-tpuch on those issues. As far as 
'the thrust into another man, when sexual 
frenzy begins to take over ‘and I "begin
pounding away,.' sometimes the 
expression of joy or pleasure on this 
other man’s face is so akin to pain that l 
donTreatly know what I’m doing and I

t hink of it in the judgement sense: ‘Is this 
man in paint Itfs just the experience of 

' frenzy that goes on and it becomes an 
.impetus to'drive'even further and get 
‘deeper and want to be longer and bigger.
- It’s just this real strange trip. v /

Oi^haflipsid^the first time 1 ever got 
fucked, it was a significant milestone. 
When F got into* bCdlwith this man, he 
Wasted very little time in throwing me bn 
my back arid making his penetration. 
Having been the first time, it was in some 
ways/very frightening, but at 'the same 
time- the fear was exciting. It was 

* certainly an (incomparable experience, 
and the sense qf:: being pinned on my 
b a c k w a ^ i f e . ^ e ’s,soraethiiii about 

1 the absolute release of not being able to 
act, and therefore not - having , the 
responsibility for any actions...it was

of being a victim of circumstance that 
was being played, out in a great intensity, 
that Was satisfying.
' !rm dating someone now that I’ve been 
seeing on and off for the past eleven 
months. Sexual activity came slowly. It

PÉ#jpt' 
hold hands.. .some- 
otten to know each

flk^dt|ah3ie with that you can share the 
tifd wit h-seems ideal. 1 feel 

out there,", you 
^k^w .|gittl don’t know if that’s realistic 
l^ h ^ p n ia t ’s the big question.

Sex is great. It’s pretty fun: it’s 
enjoyable. I repressed my sexuality for 

|s|-lpng,Uiat once I discovered it, it was 
^m hdeiful—*Wow, it would be great to 

?i y dd th» ah the time!* But other things gitt 
^^thC ; way, 'like AIDS' and gmlt<:;.]Rô  
/myself, even though 'having sex alfthp 
f time would be ideal, I can’t li#thitway«; 
H  It’s ideal in one sense, but the other 
jj ideal-of the person you’re goihgtomect 

k and have a stable relationship with—also 
gets in the way, I guess the ultimate ideal 

a long' term 
relationship with someone that you’re so 

"satisfied with in all aspects that you don’t 
J j ^ ^ t p | ^ ;b!^ide.. I guess otheiwise/jt’s 
: . like trying to go out and fill those empty 
* spaces. And it doesn’t work, but if you 
^|^aU^)ftitat in one person that you felt

would; !;■ b e /^ t
incredible. That would'' be ,greatfiGl

Iff^ ift^y^llW foflh fcia^W nyW rs. 
lit some senses, 1 engage in safe sex. I. 
don’t get fucked, t  haven’t ,
year. But, I don’t totally engage in safe : 
sex, f  swallow n 1 h y ' partrier' is
worried about i f  or talks about A1DS I 
suggest^<y ̂ a n  to assume l*m positive ' 
and act accordingly. In fact, they Should 
assume that everybody’s positive, which 
f  think is what you really have to do. t  try 
toeat well and take various vitamins that 
are good for the immune system. But,. 
what Can you dot ! mean« you just have 
to try to keep yourself' in reasonable 
health/

But,i like oral sex too much to give it
it pp, itrs

sort ornot worth ity i think l made the 
decision that this was the Jevel of risk

live with a lot less risk than a lot of gay 
men live with, probably somewhere in 
the middle.' I was glad when ! found out 
about AIDS that I had stppped goingto 
the baths. I don’t do poppers anymore, 
which ! used to likb; Mthdugb l had sort 
^^j^^i^t;thaIt^b<^(^e, AIDS :
fiiObviouslynl don’̂ wsmr t4 die, or I

„.Where do we buy this person?You Im o^  v& ouldn^  bU^fa^^ .
^JfaconjfuSing man/1 don’t sit around like being glive.: It’s pleasant and all that, :

|  an enormous amount ̂ energy r to 'live ; 
' with any sort of dignity in this society. 

'Therit-' âre-'^ pressùrea-.-fo ; 
compromise .à/hs^^eu" want to dd-VritA 
j/our time' what yt^|wahr to say. Thi 
assumption {ihati people- have - is; that /  

f  everyone is Straight and the same/They 
- lay ' that asumption on you. all the ’time

yourself against if or acquiescing to it/:
. The kinds of jobs this society has to offer

i /  the time and think about all these things- 
'^ '; :;b^i»e!;it*8/so confusing But Î  think"

decipher them
... i^iaometiUfie '.;,m ' -.your •'life:' to- - have -:a

order and 'sanity/ 4
When I came out, j  didn’t know AIDS j

, existed. Through the media,-1 began to 
’this mysterious disease that 

homosexual, men.*' It was like,. 
- : /Whoa. gotta find out more about this.’ 

Ilcnow I’Ve read and
‘• M j ^ ^ m  othcrs, from the media. You ' 
^  Imov^ rnsad Life magazine. Right now,

we’ve gotten more sexual. So, right now 
he seems to really want me tô —and I 
vi/ould l^y^much like to^fuek him. We 
haveh^ gone that far yet, we’ve had some 
wonderful experiences together, and I 

- feel very good sexually with him. It’s the 
synergy of our desire—you know, you 
can read the signals and the ways the 
bodies press together. It excites me to 
push toward that a little bit more each

M y real awareness of AI DS increased 
so dramatically when 1 saw Theater 
Rhinoceros do their A/DS Shtm  in San 
Diego earlier this year. I wrote a piece on 
it for Sappho Speaks (“Rhino,” March;. 
1985^ p 4). At the same time, a public 

gay ■- community, 
someone that I knew by sight, John 
Cia^cio,. wak diagnosed with AIDS. J
was scared because it ^didn’t fseem 

I impossible anymore. Irs a really 
frightening thing to really consider the 

r number of men. who have actually been 
exposed to the. virus they believe is. 

i responsible for causing AIDS. Maybe 
I’ve, only had twenty-five or, thirty 
partners, but of those thirty I can tHink 
of one who used to go to the baths quite 
often maybe t^ n  years before I knew 

f him. I can think of another who used to 
go occasionally and probably had on the,; 
order of one to two hundred part ners. I 
can think of ahother ..I mean it goes on 
and on, 1 started figuring that the 

'  chanobs of my having beenaxposed were 
so good that 1 have”a responsibility to 
myself for my own physical well-being,

¡ to ahy partners I encounter not to 
transmit what I . may have,. and to 
encourage thieir good health and well- 
being^That’s whbt safer sex is, saying ‘We■-J J B M P H  m m i l i i l  In p  very hard to do anything ; : _______ „..JHW

|mw ana tben, it’s, ; m y . ’have
m in b ^ n g e  ^  get ?Alt>S * I
andwhm’sacceptable,andto^dagainst|l 
that isi/very hard. Another twenty or 
thirty years of doesn’t  seem like the 
greatest^ prospect ihi the worldJ J  jUst 
want toibc able to^kccp writing for as 
long aŝ  possible. ^

mind. I can’t live in mortal fear of it;it*s 
to live in subh fear of things. I 

n; I could get freaked out that I 
might get tuberculosis, or something, 
;AIDS is . like any other disease; it just 
happens to live and breed in my 
ômmutiky. " '% ■

own condoms now.
When 1 gef sick now, it can scare the 

hell Out of me, when l think of‘what does 
this mean? During periods of well
being, 1 think, ’How nice, how very nice,*

Chuck co^fmnpagei?
everybody’s doing it, including me. I feel 
that there’s a trap there. I feel, without 
being so vague and nehn!nu»aiM^1960s, 
that ‘it’s in the system.’ It’s the way the?|’ 
gay scene is set up. I mean, our leading ̂̂ ‘ 
social outlet is bars. That’s been my 0 . 
social outlet for ,the last couple of years. 
That’s something I’m lonkmg at • 
changing.

There are things I like abouf the seene,;^
I like meeting men who are a few years/, 
older than I am, for example^-But, Fim / - * 
found that no real relationships have' 
developed for me out of people I’ve’met 
at the bars. A relationship is in the front J. 
of my mind, so why do I still go?

Something that happens to me is 1 > 
^ecide to go somewhere ‘to have a drink 
or two,’and pretty soon there’s someone 
who looks interesting and pretty soon we t t  
get to talking and one thing/iesds7 to 
another. There are- very, seldom nights 
when I say, ’I’m: going’ out and meet 
someone for sex,’ or ‘I’m going to go o u t; 
and meet someone as Mr, Right.’ 3ut, 
there, must be that»xon;^q||eiq^iRittoii; ::>r 
somewhere that that’s going to happen, '

1 would like to have a lover, but hoiW 
does one go about doing that? If you;' .̂ 
want an education, you go*to school.Tf 
you want to get a job, you look :at the 

‘ want ads. If you want to get an 
apartment, you check the listings. If you 
want to buy a car, you go ta  a car 
dealership. Where do you go to get a i-V 
lover? There isn’t some lover dealership : 
somewhere. Maybe it’s because o f the 
kind of world we live in; where there’s 
supposedly someplace to go; 'to get 

ring^you kgow, th a tw e th u ^ ^ ^ ^  
,£‘Tsii'gorng’ #  

kind of source. /  '
Two people that 1 know met at a  bar ; . 

and have been together for four years. 
You know, you think maybe that could - 
happen to me. Maybe it could. Maybe it 
will. Maybe it won’t. But, there’s always 1 
the thought in the back of my mind, 
‘maybe it could.’ And, it’s funny, you can 
always trick yourself, especially after a 
few drinks. I think on occasion 1 have 
tricked myself into saying,’WcjQ, maybe i 
this is the right one,’ or ‘This onehas that 
possibility.* , "

1 was in love once, and the person I 
was in love with was just coming out. He 
cared about me a great deal. I don’t 
know whether he could upderstand the 
idea of being in love at thafr- point/ fea  
mean, we did: have a r^atk>i»rt)ip. W e |f 
had a relationship that basically lasted a 
whole summer. It was a-vety 
time« and- vary special for both»d|m We |p  
pried a lot when he had to leave,If wotm*t:; 
as if he didn’t care fdr me, Hp woiild 
come down to San Dibgo every ohaifecer/- 

’ he had. 1 guess that’s the only fime 1 can 
look back in retrospect and say i wasin 

.love. 1 don’t  everthinkjever feltlw as 
head over heals in love andrin retrospect/i 
said 1 wasn^/l-don’t foot myself to that 
degree, and therefore I do have this idea, . 
1 don’t know how founded it is/butFdo ' 
have this idea that I’ll know when the 
right person comes along within a.coupie c 

• of weeks of being with him.
■'/•/ When; AIDS was first..’ha|iieninig«;S 
"everyone said that it would make. |
.. everyone re-think their sexual attitudes /  
and romance and all of thi^ stuff^andl / 
don’t think that’s happened; 1 think there ; 
was a brief period of time when thhtthing; /  
first came about when everyone grabbed 
the first person iii sight and made them 
their lover. Therpwas a lot of that going ̂  
on. Aftd abbtit/si)e months later there 
were a lot of divorces.. That’s not a re- 
examination of your sexual attitude.

,! That’s panic apd wanting someone at 
home with you every night not worrying 
about diseases. AIDS is not something 
to base a relationship on. , v :

inI *
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IIIdJQSD^.. Health ̂ Cèiitër f t à t e d ^  
atadetnic year with a new challenge~to

have chosen a novel* 
approach, an approach which has 

^^T argel^heen  .ignored by many other 
^^li^ltliriÉàd government officials, yet one 
|^ ; v ^ c h ':toerhaps the most effective. The . 

,Healt^pCenter has decided to initiate an ? 
education program designed to dispel 

myths and : learn : about* 
'^ .A lP S ^ is . well as to inform the “high 
I;, nsh%gi&ups on how they can minimize 

i i  their chahces of contracting AIDS. They« 
.'v| prcsenti^d d^d^of their' first projects o|^ 
ak*Oct. 22-by sjpisoring a “Symposiulh on 
iSSÀ lDS**!^’whic-h was attended by 
^-apprpfimateiy; fifty -people. The purpose^ 

of this initial program was to inform the 
^ ^ m e r a l  student population about AIDS;

hbw i|4s being dealt with in.San EiegQl 
“ 'Island .a^.UCSD, and Co inform student^ ' 

the disease Is'
lit-and, perhaps more importantly, how.it is 

i«W' ï|É fi# iitted . Present a t l  th ii

within â homophobic culture. 
^-•--.'DrirDaigB^a»^ ,a;.physician,:af^theS 

Health Center,'discussed 'the Health § 
vOfÎÈér*J^f0l0,, BesidCftfrthï^dudfttioà ^ ^.^...

are also'^m^dpting to deal with various -  
: student needs. Much of thisneed is met 

simply by increasing the sensitiyity of the |  .- 
Health Center’s staff« and by providing a 
source'^fof reliable, -information f o r *

Dr. Diagneault indicated! that those â i  
: students "who have personal health ' . 

concerns about AlDS, yét are concerned 
with issues of confidentiality, need not 
worry! jHe stronglyemjphasize4 tHat all 4n  
medical i ^ o r d X a r ^ t^ ly ^ ^ ^ ^ l t td ^ i«

^ § M ...
ram ifica tions, oi|:|^reaking! ^ th a t^ :

|  c on fid in ti 
notation will be indicated 

Ifile regarding;AïT>$ if that. student is t  
seekingn :advice£jor.^has Ma-estions f  
regarding" AIDS. It deemed^libi^greatSi

fKÊÊKÊÊÊÊÊÊÊtÊÊÊÊf^ ^ ____ _ to Dr. Dtùlneaûlt, and the . •
^ ^ ^ fe y m p ô ^ ^ ^ ë re  representatives from/., ^lest^’t^*Health Center st^QÇflN%h^: ?

Project, The jts^i^^com foftable and'confidential' f~ 
® it te  r, U CS P ’s atm' ^ ^ S eO T ^ ^ fô 5 nts c a j^ é h ly ^ ; 

^ ^ B C o u n ^ in ^ a 'h fS ^ iy c h o lo g ic a l  4 is c u s ^ tm ^ 'h ^ iÇ ^ ÿ e i^  
flÿjéërvic^îâhdlihé ' 0#env!ciinic, which ■
l^lXrtwidter; médical services fo r . AIpSc :---’ fttbmÎW^dged 'by^tl#  Heaith;>|^te||fif

^^i|>:Êvi4<mt in ’ the
|^a|»tjSpf,'roles played by thé various^.I,.decided; 'pm iilde^l^-H T ^^liT

impact that AIDS has had - on the ga^; 
^;i^n*fiilij^ty,^ both in the form of th il 
^ ^ ^ e h t e f  amount of stigmatism that gay 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ |^ , , | ; b e c a u s e l o f , v the,; initial 

assumption that AIDS was a 
and 'with thei ways gay| 

learned.to deal with the fear 
s^Sof^AipS among themselves. One of Pc.,  ̂

-arUCSP has been tol 
gay and lesbian students. He 

*mted.|J*at AIDS has become a greater, 
i#ti^^^f<w ^gay students who are 

^ ^ ^ k steidii^gTfnS'imearate ’their -sexuality:iiis J. , ./¿h.
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German Turovem*», which 
half

liil< yp jlp§ ^  5 gr
® P / h i i h  may

^ ^ ^ p ;tu4io. ?g $ ^ ^ P « w a i  going on^OAmerica
« *n^®»fi<>^' fi nCr^/ l ^r^eve' fi i  years,"witlTsome exciting; 
^.¿5 which !M619) ,2 |i^309. The;recorded > results. Not the least o f these has been 
^ PiW18̂  w B B |ifflralfrHtfle Jo taL f bttt^ l ^ g f e y o g ^ t io a ^ ^ s a ^ f e f  ̂ y - m en’s 
^ g ^ r o v - td i^ l^ s  t4 ^ E |r^ ^ m B |« ^ 'd ^ » h < ^ S 8 e s X a rd u n jS iM i^ ^ ^ |i^ 8 -he'

San Francisco and New York, followed 
‘̂̂ Mhe^jii^nalBsi JmMydg*%$e8 coast to

/ r-' l . /
p^O T h the support of the San Diego 
lesbi&n and gay community1 and some 
extra special help from the Gay Men’s 
JQbgV$. of „Los Angeles, the dreanrdf a 
'toeoW ^oms’” in San Diego is now a 
j reality. A group of friends and lovers has 
Iworke^: hard since iast spring to bring 
this organization into being. Those 
involved had felt very strongly for some 

Jm^haf'the:;talen%,^aii.h*re! in San,' 
Diego for a superb choral ensemble. The 

g^djSaf^hese' efforts ,!&, now the San 
j j ^ g c ^  en’s Chorus. » jh jto■ ^ 
^ h i e 'A'Sait\..piegd^'Mah^'Chorus has 
¡established itself primarily as a musical 
organization with the goal p%hallenging 
the musical potential ©f its members. 
However,, the chorus recognized th e . 
' | i # ^ ia i^ ^ .b e in g s an - uplifting and 
Unifying ihrcewithin the lesbian and gay

gay-Y outh. 
Alliance

community, as well a^  being a positive 
; eohifih^
community at la rg e .^ g i^ & ^ ^ r> .,  

j In*'a most generpn^^turiv thpiGay 
Men’s Chorus of jpfc^hgeies smgai a 
benefit kickoff concert On behalf of, the 
new 'SaijPieg<3;̂ ^ : i h :;
Balboa Park’s Casa del PradoTTheater. 
The presentation of p^ lpnar-o f^y ir 
spring concert, ‘i n  The Mood^ was met 
with overwhelmingiapproval Jby .an 
enthusiastic audience^ and audition lists 
were nearly filled that^ight^wi^iShe 
names of those interested in joining the 
local chords. In the end,.57^me^4dere 
accepted into m em bershfp^and 
rehearsals began soon thereafter,

Music Director Ken Caton haschosen 
an ambitious program for the opening 
concert, scheduled« f©ff£ihe, emf of 
January 1986. |  Selectfori&lllttttitftc ' 
spectrum r from classical;M"Aia^wi^ntt- 
pop, and show tunes. This dlversity df 
musical styles i
group to explore allfaotts of the choral 
repertoire. ? i • S i  |S i  » la p ll* % * l s: ‘ ..̂ Afx ■ isa

Prior to the Januai^^ondiPp|jtl)e 
chorus may be heard caroling at the new 
Horton PlazaShopinrig^lhter W i |  7-8 
pm, December 5 and 19, and on Siinday, 
December 15, from 4-5 pm. Purther 
informationon the date and location of 
the first concert will be ̂ published in

GY A P.O. Box 83022 San Diego, Ca

upcoming issues of the lbbkl gay pr&s.
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Sappho Speaks
Dëcember 1985

“ W itches”  

and Women

barriers and draw-out isolationists we 
learn 'monti about ourselves, as well as 
about others. Maybe irithani'ay we will 
all movec]osertoJ^ipgwitc^

leitìalihe :'nghÇ$^U or’will
patriarchy and thosc 'inoffensive blobs

Tess Colby

»* '..^gPS % mm&

s o -

T •' '•■ 'MkM* 4

vP w E ditb r: ' '*s 
V>?^Bitchy Witch Power," Debbie 
Mikuteit’s article of last June is one of 
the more original approaches to 

^feminism I’ve ever read. When I first 
read it, I didn't take it seriously, Who 
could? She seemed to rant about witches 
and feelings and nonsensical, impossible 
noth>ns about men*—both gay and 
straight—and women—“ witches*^, 
lesbians and straight. But then 1 shared 
some passages with Some friends, 
particularly Valerie Solanas’ definition 
of a man, “ a biological accident...an 

^incomplete female, a walking abortion." 
HiiS was a quote I had particularly 
enjoyed, yet my friends found no humor 
in: it at all (nor, needless to say, any, 
truth). A male friend was offended by the, 
whole idea, and scoffed at the concept of 
‘male bonding.' A female friend agreed 
with the overall message, but she 
resented the violent tone in that one 
exquisitely worded passage.

Why are people so scared of words? 
Mikuteit, 1 believe, answers that 
question perfectly throughout her 
article. We are ali too busy doing 
‘business’ or structuring our lives so as to 
teavea marie in history. We read words,

•. but we don’t feel them. We analyze wheir 
we should live and empathize. We define 
when we should create.
; Mikuteit’s mystical language shadows 
her message. She forces the reader to 
look beyond mere words and understand 
the message as one potential witch to 
another, for although she claims to be

one, 1 wonder how successful she is /4 
Doesn’t she ‘bond’ as much as men?
Don’t we all? As a political scientist, f ; 
speaksocial scientist-ese, As a feminist, I : 
speak feminist-ese. As a radical, ! speak 

_ M x r x i a. t-qs A re rift v th ese .
exclusionary as sports tafl^ and jargon 
employed among lesbians and gays?^
Whe^ dP we draw tl^fhnc between 
criticizing bonding „ for ¿its patriarchat e s  ■ ¡¿a*. '»rf y

jg* At one point Mufcuteit steps out ori;i~ 
limb and states “lesbian witchery is the 
height of lesbianism and is completely 
not involved in male bondingthat is in 
wanting to be men. So.'ft>|i%ot the,

■ ■ toS ■
P w W l
.-War ^

YourA,June issue of Sappho Speakslesbians who want to, be :
straight and other non-witch women ^ abotU,v̂ ^ % i ^ e r ^ ^ t | i  had novels
W ho d o  < w here ‘vritch’

Mikuteit’s. piece, “Bitçhÿ Witch POwer* 
t Until now, I have never known that 
simply by aocidènt of ’ birth, I ani

who do (wherç‘witch? implies feminist). 
Does she believe that Phyllis Schlafely 
wants to be a man? That wotnen is the 
most non-witch, and the least male 
woman 1 can imagined NoV that her 
aggressive femininity makes her any less 
masculine;. gather, her obvious 
homophobia drives away any tendencies 
she might, have toward being a man. Yet 
Schiafejy is uniquely involved in the 
male; bonding process, by friot qnly 
condoning it, but also engendering and 
nurturing it. Without it, she is lost.

Perhaps Mikuteit implies that only a 
life void of male influences will be 
completely free front male bonding and 
patriarchy. I have 'no problem with 
gender isolation, but is that a solution to 
the problem, or an ignorance of it? Will 
witchery bring about change? Mikuteit 
suggests areas in Whic^ we ca^w çrkior

genetically inferior,; a pervert,': 
emotionally limited, an unresponsive 
lump and a bore. Nor did I realize that* ; 
M** Mikuteit had a notion as to my body 
cleanliness, l ean assure her that I smell 
fresh as a daisy,. Furtheimore*. it is 
written that males ... are "walking 
abortions";; WCft^f suppose ;the “Great 
Mother”must be keeping us around for 
some reason.
* It really is not fair to target a part of 
humanity for all the.sins of our fathers 

I and mothers. 4 Perhaps . be
suggested that SapphoSpeaks readers 
read the horrid lethargy of words that 
Struck the Jewish folk prior to World

na inten^tuai aeTiHencies
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sexua) preference or not to have^ano;

l -a11 . i  Id ivi s S l |
I’d like to see the sharp line efifiMwk 

. between homosexuals and heterosexuals 
;  (which I atrimute to the :geniagi^Sini 

Diego conscrvativism)
¡^iiko,::to. see bj^xuaiit^./m otof'^d^
’ * recognized, an&more w id e 1 y accepted by 
^bd ih .g rd n p ^!|^ ,.;:;

fm " * ?  •: •.¿ 1 !S

t^nderjgm^olw^ilowshlp:
SpecialStudy'

I k Jte wis:4' SnaSf'-̂ Sh aron-(M "
.¿coiid uci i n g ;-;jr'e se a 
jlim^nization^BNir^

. cahapt^es.. ^
m : ThroUgh.'i'rttcrViewsJ^bsefyti^ 

surveys, and other data,
•••• how lesbians. and., 

together, the rolOof gay/Jesbian student;; 
t organlzati ons in students* lives and ih tbelj^ 

university communityfand the 
and politics of these orgamzatiomr^-^,^

• The' goal of-the .-project 
descriptive analysis of 
student organizations which We plknio^fe 
distribute to state * colleges-^ndfp^ 
universities as an academic andi 
informational resource. and ;as’-v-a- 
petworking tool.

We feel that this project is valuable not? 
only from an academic standpoints^; 
also in terms of self^tfeflniliai ' 
lesbians and gay 

|  participation is extremely imaortanL & i^y ''::. |
VIici115t., Iiiuauy 11 uni wuiiui uuibcivcbMU vufwtvj|MM, auu iiucMvviudi uu^iciu;ics —* —
'addition to certairi holistic methods, V.
suggests reading and discussing is su e l^ < * iÌB S ^ d ^ b ^ T O 8 |^ ^  autagiKlmo J f  you are a gav/lesbian aud
w hich  -farcii« as fem in ist«  a nH a« iu>nnl* - an
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which face us as feminists and as people 
She encourages us to overcome oUr fears 
of words which connote  ̂different 
lifestyles,, to redefine them and tp 
understand them. 1 agree, As we destroy
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an abyss oThritted^lLeVs worfe'togettter^ 
for, «  better world. Do your best andJ fa’ 
straight mule) will do mirie

’ .,,v- ; Sincerely,
" $&' James Tackett

' A* m r/ v
Bisexual!
Illl
Acceptance ;

faculty or alumnus, please call us at.(619) 
452^0^3, 235-6558, or write t ^ G a y |  
Student Groups as a Social and Political 
Force, ̂ Sappho Publications,
La Jolla^ CA; 92037
send you a copy of our injtiai survey, or; 
further discuss the project with ;yod^ 
Your input is absolutely essential. | |  rJc^
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iDcar Editor,: ' f ^  W  '' ■ "|S
I;am from Richmond, YA, .which is 

the only Democratic^ city jn  Virginia, l  
am a libcral-quite close to radical- 
person. I am and have becn- pretty ̂ vell 
acquainted >with the gay cinbwd in 
Richmond, and I have friends in the gay 
crowd in San DfbgOvi?H . • \ ■
. My trie in Richmond are liberal 
too. WhenT went to a bar, unattatched 
as 1 was, t didn’t really think abOut which 

" sex 1 might go home with. Usually it was 
a male, but sometines it was a female. In 
the crowd I associated with, there were a 

* large percentage of bisexualsifmostly 
^ fe i^e). ]rfbtre wefe^allo people who 
||calledv; theniselves gay, but* sometimes 

you saw them go home with somcone of

In my short term of acquaint ance with 
^iw toie^n 'hayifnoticed, a general lack 
•7>of bisexuals here. There seems to he a 

sharp line of division. between the 
heterosexuals and homosexuals. They 

'I,don't often interrelate, and to , al 
newcomer like me, this appears, to be a  
mild , form of mutual phobias When this 

^.shuation exists, bisexuals are outsiders. 
W hey occupy thebhe Of division that is So 

rarely crossed by the other two groups. 
They might be looked upon as wierd, 
“not knowing their sexual preference^* 
The truth, is, bisexuals are the most open- 
minded of the three groups. They accept 

?the beauty of both sexes, and also
; recognizeJhe .right of pqqpjq tp,makc. a
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