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Pile No. 30/1 -~ 258,

p strict Office,
: utgern Highlends Distric’,

W
30th August, 1966,

The Director,

Dogirt-ont of Native Affairs,

R t _Men 66/5

Yorwarded, in triplicate, is a report of a patiol operating
in the Upper Mendi Valley area.

2. The main object of the patrol is to supervise construction of
the proposed vehicular road between Mendi and the Kaugel Valley or
Territorial border.

3¢ Satisfactory progress has been made in this flr‘if‘ weeks
for attention wae given to impr: /ing the bridges and steep g s on
the portion of road previocusly completed to Komia.

4. Attent.ion can be, and now i3, being given to the new section
between Komia and Tambul, Unfortunately this section of tho roed is
unpopulated but with cooperation of the District Cormiassi¢ of 'bl&.!n
H wve will organise the fairly heavy Ksugel Valley ) ation
assist us and so relieve the upper Mendi Walley people from long &%
tches from their homes.

Mr, Keogh can supervise construction of the road over the
Torritorial border and to Tambul station itself,

Be Unfortunately we have not been sbl- to wait for delivery of
the Telec~Chain Saw to assist us in clearing the heavy timber bDetween
Komia and Tambul,. his unit was ordered last February but no lctil-
faction can be given regurding s delivery date so waiting for it's
assistance may delay our District progress fer yeare,

Road and air Communications urg very pcor to the Southern
Highlands and both mu.t be improved as a ;riovity if District development
is required.

6 Bvery effort, in our power, is being made to improve our
aserodromes and link the stations by road.

Te The advantage of having a motor cycle attached to this of
patrol will ve appreciated, Unquestionably ten times as much work is
being achiewed by having such supervision which nebility alone provides.

More Motor Cycles are roquired for this type of work, )

% Associated wi“’h supervising roud conatruction AMr, Keogh has
managed to spend considem@ble time on native administration and his
regulqr movement smongst the pecple, and living in the area, is a moves
&hich I would like to extend to other areas, Unfortunately we canrot
find sufficient experienced men to concentrate on such work.

2iou1d Havfrggtd:ghrgalggogga ghggugﬁptpgg!gaighgoigr%i%8¥fﬁg‘£ozﬁdary,
to Teribul Station by the end of this year.

f Mr. Keogh's Camping allowance cleim is lodged herewith for
upproval please.




A report of the sctivities of a road-building
ral administration patrol which is at present OF
r Mendi Valley,witlh e object of compls
- between Menfli and Tambul Mission in

Officer Conducting Patrol:

Accompanied By:
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Area Patrolled: Tre Upper Meadi ¥ Iﬂ
vicinity of the ey
road link,

Duration of Patrol:

Objeets of Patrol:




Introduetion. 2

a8 has been stated cn the jacket of this repcrt the

prinary purpose of the present patrol, was to find the moSs mltablc

L¥oute across the northern slopehog M{:. Giluwe to connect the existing
portiens of the Moply - lit. Hagen. “Hne secondery alm of the patrol ‘
to improve the exiating sections of the road, and indeed, it was T :
necescary to spand the majer part of the six-week period in the lattery.
work, end only durd the lest week of the time covered in the wp
report was the patro able to commence vwork on the new gections Gl
road through the forest areas on Mt. Giluwe. However, the patrel par
has now moved on 3G 2 central e timbered areas; and O
wain erforts duruiithe nex ' pe conuubn‘d On. ¢

ction ; .

the connecting se ) xi Mendi and Kta,-ﬂng‘ e
with a small section of the patrol cont 1ple
ed on the re-grading .and £ 'ihe ¢ld road back towards ¥as

The patrol ins been supplied with & moter-bike, whi
not only greatly increases the mobility of tke writer and PPV :
mach wore lar and efticient supervision of labour, bub 1180 ¢
the writer to gein a proper nersgective in regard %o {:h- value
vork completed. A asetion of rogd which appears axcellent when
on foot, may be ju‘i tae reverse when traversed on & |

. sol bridon WS

The fact that the xriter has been cont.

% and forth along the road,and that the whole patrol
rest house to rest house ab fairly re g durdl
od, has bean an-eid to general pative stration, and &

.
.
C
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*
%

i
have been & popular move with the locel natives, who ‘ane

have their differsmces and problems géttled on the -epOte it Fiins




Folice and carriers sent from Mendi to Dimifa
Rest IHouse in the morning. Writer followed by motore
tike in the afternoon.

vdord sent out for all Dimifa headumen to assemble
at Dimifa tomorrow.

July 7th. Discussed road work with local headwen, and then A
put the asseubled natives to work on the roa&,and bridges
immediately on either side of the rest “ouse, LA

Settled some minor disputes, and gave m.dldcikﬁég;. g
treatment to those needing it. i

July 8th, Continued with the road and bridge work.Medical
treatment given.

July 9th, Writer to Enepe Rest House and back to Korm R
Cezleonial Ground on road inspection, Folice and loeal |
natives continued with road and bridge work. 4

July 10%h. Sunday observed, o i

July llth, Folice and local natives on road and bridge work. |
Writer pegged out new grades on two of the very bad .~
patehes of the Dimifa - Menii section. latives oo
work on these two pacches. . 4 p A e

Disputes heard and medical treatments ven.in
afternoon, o ,

; , i 4 | 2080

July 12th. Patrol left for Komia Rest House, passing th
Enepe and Klareg Rest House #n route. g d e SO
.. Afternoon spent in discussions with officials,
Medical treatment given. , Ty

July 13th. All Komie natives assembled, and work commenced
on the road and bridges on either side of the rest hou

Dispites heard, liedical treatments given.

) 3 Y | O
July 1lhth. Continued work as yesterday. Writer to Klareg'
Rest House on road inspection. Road work discussed
the offiecials and natives ,assembled theve.
essential improvements pointed out to them.

July 15th. Road work continued, wWriter inspected road to the
timber-line on the Hagen side of Komia, Road anfit for
use by motor-bike, and finishes altogether 30.mirmtes s
walk from Komia. The first of the bad grades wse re-rou |
ted, and “ork commenced on cutting it down, WEsa

July 16th, Continued work in the mcpfing. Writer to Mendi
lor discussions with the A.D.O. in the afternoon,

July 17th. Sunday. Remained at Mendi, . s
July 18th. Fron lendi to Komia, via Dimifa, Enepe% and Klareg
1

Rest ouses. Road work inspected and instructions given
in all sections of the road. ‘

vty
o

July 19th, Comtinued road and bridge work on both sides of

Komia. '
Three natives disputes heard and settled. Medical |
treatments given.

July 20th, Writer to Klareg and Enepe Rest House to inspeet
work allotted on Monday, and also mark out other essenti-
al work.

&




July <ist.

July 22nd.

July 23rd.

July
‘ July

2hth.
25th.

§ July 25th.

July 26th,

July 28th.

— I :

July 30th.

July 31st.
August lst.

f August 2nd.

from Dimifa to Klareg Rest House in the afternoon.

4

Road work continued on both sides of

Komia commeng=
ed clearing the route for

the rcad on the very steep and

awkward grade immediately behind the rest house, in the
morning. iwnte pegged out, and cutting commenced in the
afternoon.

All police and labour working on the new cutting.
Writer to llareg in the afternocon to inspect bridge-work
allotted two days ago.

Medical treatments given in the evening.
No natives working today, but a large number came 5f
in to dispute the ownership of some wild pandanus g:%n .k
After mich discussed it was found that the matter " been
settled by Mr, Sheekey, A.D.0. some years ago. !
iledical treatuents givens
Sunday observed,

Natives working on all sections of the road. drit‘
to Klgreg and Enepe to inspect work.

A mumber of natives, 1nnlud1ng Jcveral women and
children came in for medical treatments during the day.

A good crowd in for work again., The mnqori,
them were put to work on the cutting be

as Vts fi
anticipated,

which is proving to be a bigger t
Prepared patrol gear to- leave far Dilltt
Patrol left for Dimita in the' -ocnlngs In’
ernoon the writer rode down towards Mendi to inspect uc

ot»" e

NOL 86

A

on 'the very bad grades which exist in that sect Wo
found to be progressing very: sleyly ovilg‘té Iae
co-operation from the locals. ! A

2

; Word sent out for local headmen to*nsluible at .
Dimifa tomorrowv.

A big crowd of natives assembled for work. Both ,
natives and headmen were again addressed on the subject
of road-work, and the reasons for the: norhlng‘of“t ‘road,

" Work was continued on. the tirnt two bul gr&ﬂbs rrei‘
the rest house which was're-routed and pegged some weeks

agos A new route to lessen the next bad grade was also
selected.

Continued work on the two new gradesy and also
commenced making temporary repairs to the cnlvorts and
bridges of the area, all of which are in bad condition.

Road very greasy after last nights rain.

Work continued as for yesterday.
pitsaw camp in comp
Mendi. Trees were se
pitsaw teams,

Visited TEMBA
with Mr. J. Shanahan, Works Branch,
ected and marked for cutting by the

Sunday observed.

Natives working on all sections of the road. Writer
to Inepe in the morning to inspect work there. 7Tn Xwidi
in the afternoon, road work being inspected en-route.

Returned from Mendi to Dimifa. The ratrol moved



P A

August

Auguet

August

August
August

August

August

August

August

August

August
August

Se

6.

7.
8.

9.

10.

II.

I2.

1s.
1s.

A good line of natives in for work.Work was
ccmmenced on trying to luaprove the long,steep
slope which descends from the rest hcuse to the
Klareg swamps.

ernoon nt in discussiuns with oflicials,
settlement of disputes,and giiving of medical
treatments.

Work continued as for yesterday.Writer inspected road

as far yuxf as Komia,and marked out necessary improve-
ments.

Land dispute heard,but no settlement possidble until
0ld reporte are obtained from Mendi.

Continued work on the grade below the rest house.
Supervised minor bridge repairs,and also carried out
minor repairs on the very dilapidated ves® house and
police barracks.

Contimed work as for yesterday.Writer to Enepe,
Dimifa and Korn to inspect work in those sections,
and also mark work for next week.

Sunday.

Patrol moved from Klarez o Komia.A good line of
natives in for work at Komia.Work concentrated on
a bad grade &b the vaek of the rest house.

A large crowd of natives assembled to discuss

ownership of a patch of pandaius near Komia.The dooisi‘-z
of Mr.Ford's patrol was again explained to them st great

length.

Patrol lef Komia for Nimarep and possibly Tambule.
Patrol passed along a partly-male road for 25 minutes,
and then passed through dense forest for the next
24 hours,until the Nimarep plateau was reached.Ceamp
was made at Nimaped.

A small line of Birep natives were waiting at
Nimarep to commence road work

Writer and poli '~ commenced pejging the route back
towarde Komia.I900 yards was pegged out during the
morning.This covered a direct distance of only 800
yards owing to difficult terrain.

Birep natives commenced cutting the new road.Police
constable sent to Komia to dbuy food.

Continued yesterday's work.Policoman back from
Komia with a emall amount of food,mcre spades,and a
small number of Komia natives for road work.

Ancther small line of Komia natives arrived for
work. Almost 700 yards of new road cut at end of day.
Writer inspected route to Kaguba Creek,(towards

Territory border),in afternoon.

Work continued as for yesterday.l/(pl and four
police sent out to Komia,Klareg,Egari,and Birep to
inorm all natives that they would be needed for
roesd work on Monday.

Sunday obszrved.

A good line of nativee arrived in fo» work at
various times during the day.

Tough rock formations encountered in gorge of
Nimarep Creek.Heavy rain rrom Zpm on.

|







Native Situation.

The areas discussed in this report are among the
longest-contacted in the Mendj Sub-District,end the general native
attitude towards the Administration here,is very satisfactory ct
the present time,and provides a refreshing change from that of the
inbabitants of the less-contacted areas.At the same time,of course,
it demonstrates what can be expected in those areas,in a relativeiy
short time,when an equivalent emovat of patrolling has been carried
out in all parts of the 8Bub-Disvrict.

Throughout the area,tVe natives have now formed the
habit of bringing thr sputes in to the patrol,or to Mendi,for
settlement,and many c. sm will also aseist in bringing in natives
who may be wanted for qu.stioning.This last stadement only applies,
of course,when the natives brought in are treditional enemivs of
their captors,but even this speaks well for the standard of control
which exists here. o Gt

Up to the present time,four Village Constables,snd
a larger number of Village Councillors have been appointed in the 1
area.The Village Constables each have considerable influence in \
their omrgrmzpl,and each also shows a satisfactory degree of keen- ' B
ess and efficiency in his work.With regard .o the Village mm»} 2

the standard is not as high,and in the main,they are still rather
diffident and unsure of themselves in their attitude towards their
duties.Attempts were made >~~ing the patrol,to increase the self-"

confidence of these men,and also increase their prestige with the

local nutives.The protracted period of road-work in the coming months,
during which time the councillors will be contimually in demand
for supervising labour attendance,and minor works,should do a good

deal towards increasing their prestige and efficiency. :

Disputes between individual natives,but more often
between groups who have always been traditional enemies,are still
very common,but such disputes are always brought to the patrol for
settlement,and occupied a considerable amount of time during the
present patrol.This state of affairs has been aggravated by reason
cf the fact that the wild pandanus palme on the slopes of Mt.Giluwe
are now in fruit,while the cultivated palms in the lowerd areas will
be bearing fruit within the coming month.As is the case in other
Highland areas,this invariably results in the re-opening of all the
eld land disputes,and any moral scruples that the people may have,
are thrown completely overboard,as the various groups vie with one
another in their efforts to gain a few extra pandanus palms.

Fortunately all such matters which have been raised to
the patrol so far,were found to have been brought up defore,and unan-
imously settled by, no less than three previous patrols.In consequence,
although the discussions were long and heated when first brought up
to the present patrol,the various disputes were able to ve guickly
settled,once the relevant patrol reports were obtained from Mendi,and
the exact boundaries as laid down by them,could be reiterated for
the fourth time,and the chief litigants confronted with their more
obvious lies.It is certain that there will be further matters concerning
land and usufructory rights brought forward during the coming month
as further,Imiit ripens,and those which may not have been settled by
previous patrols,will be investigated,and the decision drawh up under
the provisions of the N.R.O.,s0 as to prevent further discussion.

Apart from these disagreements over the ownership of
ground and pandanus palms,and disputes over small debts and family
quarrels, the peop%g“ enerally,appear to be very guiet and law-abiding.
However,it is quite, t a small percentage of minor crimes may still
be hidden from the patrol,particularly amongst those groups which
live long distances from the road.Police have been stationed at five
different rest houses,supervising road work,and maintaining food
supplies during the patrol,and I am sure that,had any seriows matter~
occurred, they would inevitably come to their notice,and then beep-
reported to me.




In addition to the harvesting of the pandanus nuts
there are numerous minor pig-killings and singsings beéug held
among the Upper Mendi Valley groups at the present time.Natives
from the Tamtul area in the Mt.Hagen Sub-District are joining in
these festivities,and small groups are continually passing back
and forth across the border,between Tembul and Komia.The main
ceremonies are usually held at the weekends,and,so far,have not
interfered with road work t: any great extent.

In this part of the Sub-District,(as is the case
in other parts of the Sub-District Also),the natives are often
difficult in their attitude towards supplying food for patrols.
During the patrol,investigations have shown that food is plentiful
in all parts of the area,but evenso lies are often brought in ]
to the patrol only after considerable ﬁmuion,:nd even then %t bl
is sometimes necessary to fall back on emergency supplies.While the :
presence of a large patrol in r area for a period of severaX .«
months,could possidbly cause a sérious drasin om local Tood resources,
the native members of the present party are continually moving from ’
rest house to rest house,and rarely,if ever,would there be more »
than eight members of the patrol assembled at a given point at any
one time,.The ‘supply of native foods to such a small party could '
hardly bBe any 'burdon these comparatively large cmuuc. -&..,-&f,w?

In the long,heavily-timbered,and uwopnhtod stre o
of country between Komia and Tambul Mission,in which the patrol is
now working,the headmen of the various groups have been informed -
that each r of a working party should bring with him,sufficient
food to last _for two days,at the end of which time,in the normal

course of ¢ t8,he would return to his home until the following A
{m- arrangement, it is guite commom to find 'fmo. oeui
’z*_ ‘several hours walk away without bringing any food 14
tely,the patrol has had a small reserve of sweet potato ,
continually on hand at Nimarep,ty sending runners back to the ?,
ated areas each day to buy new supplies,but,for the large work
which will have to be operating from Nimarep during the
co.ing months, it will not be poss#ible to carry on this system in-
definitely,and the local gro 8 un have 0 xkizemxkixz be more
so~operative in this regarq,i e road-building schedule is to bde
maintained.

s
,,,,,,,

w

{
A pleasing feature of the native attitude shown ?
towards the patrol in all parts of the area,was the faect that. a
numerous men,women,and children voluntarily presented themselves :
for medical treatment eacll day,and showed a faith in Buropean
medicine,which is not often seen.

No serious cases of illness were seei during the %}
patrol,and the treatments given were mairly for colds,cuts,burns,
sores,scabies,and stomach ddsorders.

A fTew cases of primary yaws have been sean during
the patrol,mainly in the Komia area.Stocks of penicillin have been
:;de avilable by the Medical Officer,Mendi,for the treatment of

ese.

The uarea is one in which the establishment of a
small dedical Aid Poat could probably be of much benefit to the
natives themselves,and almo in the propagation of medical and
hygiene ideas generally,througacut the Upper Mendi Valley,when
trained rative medical staff is available




| o
‘F’ Agrieulture svd Livestoock.
A8 has already been mentioned in an earlier section
of this report,discussions with reliable locnl headmen,and reports
¥ from poiice stationed amongst the various groups,have shown that local

food supplies ot the present time are quite sufficient for the needs
of the na(ives themselves,and also for purchase by patrols.

Native foodstuffs seen in the area are of aversge
Highlend quality.

Small guantities of liu-opoan otatoes and cabbage
are grown by most groups.and these also are fair quality. et

Yillage Officigls,
Four Vi.lage Constables have been 1ntod in the
area.These are at Komis,Egari,and Klareg.The w

aal enthusiasm of each of these men is of a very mamm

and each hss been of considerable ulum to the pqm
p:rticnhrly in recruiting natives for road work,end in naming”
absentees,

In the Dimifa and Inepe dreas,no Village m
have yet been appointed.It is hoped that,during the remainder 'of the
eriod ‘hat road work is in progress in theu areas,suitable candidates
r the position may be ronnz and recommendations for their appoint-
ment submitted. .

As har. been stated earner.the councillors of the

t t td o
S ST o son o fhen sa3T o, a3 8 7
t ﬁc‘gtmz will be orton calling on these men'
ﬂrw coming months should do mach towards ]‘.W
_,.m.

3 L T e
Throughcut the time of the patrol,and for tnwvde"
of the time it will be in the field,the party has been,and will
oporating on the lonr and middle slopes of Mt.Giluwe.

In the I2-1I5 mile section ° stween Mendi and xmu
,aut ouse the motor road passes mainly through grasslandis immediate-
1y ow the timber line,and well above the swamplands which surround
the north-w2stern side of the mountain.In the long,urpopulated stretch
betweén Komia and Tambul Mission, the route of the road ascemds into
dense timber country,and pesses through énly small and widely-scattered }
patches of grassland,

In no part of the areas visited dces soil ereosion
present any problems,since even the steepest slopes are covered either
vith timber,or kunai and cane-grass,all of which are good soil binders.

Native gardens are,for the most part,built on the
grees slopes ‘mmediately below the timber line,and above the swamp-
lands. In the Klareg and Komia areas the natives have commenced
draining the fringes of the swamps,and planting gardens on the

X z—chinod areas.The idea is a good one,since the swampe are
eily accessible to the main populated areas,and provide good garden
areas when drained.

Pood stands of both hardwood and softwcod timbers
are to be found at a short distance from the road all along its route.
Particulariy in the Komia-Tambul sector of the road,some very large
areas of timber are to be seen,with large pines of the Bulolo type
being prevaleng in many parts.




g

Four rest houses wera seen and used during the patrol.They
were at Dimita,Bnepe,Klareg,and Xonia. )

| In each case the rest houses and police barracks were not
: in good r:gur.and of poor design and construction.The most that

; can be is that they are a start towards the erection of mpo-uo
§ rest houses and police gquarters in the area.

Owing to the fact that all available labour must necessar-
ily be concentrated on road work at the present nlo.uﬂ in the m
months,it will not he possible to build new rest houses
for the present,although,if work on the road promml
quickly,a 'tart will later be made on the comstruction of &
road camp at Komia. '

Muenw;mramthonmm m
and virtually ro population.At the base camp a
members are using tents,while the native vox!:i.u parti '
in hurriedly-constructed grass shacks.Since the bulk ‘
will be don» from here during the next two months,and the phoo 1.
very cold,being at an altitude of well over m
will be neccésary to luild something warmer more permanent. .
the police and native workers.Work will be om qnw his du;

,“‘.;53‘..!111191- K

» “iﬂt S3% ¥
v Wil ge Lo red Y

dg%nm themdhinromhr DY
u{' ou‘ung pit-sawn timber.Three of" th !

were re-routed and eradicated,and this work will be oontm
trouble point to trouble point whenever possible d\u'hl lge oy <
of the patrol. A w@,&my '~

| _Work commenced in each secior of the road anrlna % first
month,vas h follows:

o Wl Ta

(I) Reugh repairing of bridges.
(II) Re-routing of road on the steeper grades. ,

(III} Clearing of timber from the road side to allow quicker drying
in wet weather, ;

~Dimifa-Enepo (2 miles).
_(I) Rough repairing of bridges.
(II) Deepening of cuttings through small ridges.
BEEFd-Klareg (2 miles).
(I) Rough repairing of bridges.
(II) Re-routing of road on the steeper grades.
(III)Deepening of cuttings through small ridges.
Klareg-Komia (2 miles).

(I) Rough repairing of bridges
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Regds and Bridgee.
(XI)Re-routing of road on steeper grades.

(III)Deepening of cuttings through the ridges.

No widespread attempt has yet been made at cambering or
proper draining of the road in any of these four sectors,although
this work will be very important,since surfacing materials are not
available in any part of the area.

As to the bridges and culve-ts in these four sectors,{there
approximately 35 of them),they are adequate for ccreful use by the
motor-bike,and by a tractor or jeep,as far as Komia Rest House,but, i
for regular use and complete safety,these will,almost without excepti-
ion,have to be reconstructed.

However,for the present,regrading of the worst climbs |
on the road,is the nost important work,and cambering,draining,and the a
reconstruction of bridges,cannot be commenced until this work is
completed.

In the heavily-timbered sections from Komia on to the
Territorial Border,and thence to Tambul Mission in the Hagen Sub-
District,wrrk was commenced a fortnight ago,with the patrol operating
fion a small,gress plateau known as Nimarep,and situated approximatel)
mid-way between Komia and the Papua-New Guinea border.Almost all of
t*%s sector is still to be surveyed and «~leared.It is heavily-timbered
and almost unpopulated.

On the map, the direct distance from Komia to the Beorder,
ie approximately eight miles,and from the Border to Tambui Mission, |
another six miles.kxpanding these distances to allow for grading of A
the road around the side of Mt.Giluwe,this means that,at a conservative
estimate,the actual length of the road from Komia to the Border will
beld-I8 miles,and from the Border to Tambul Wission 8-I0 miles,mmiing
a total of between 20 and 24 miles to be cleared,and new road constr-
ucted dbefore the Mendii-Mt.Hagen road can be used.

At the present time,the patrol is concentrating on
cutting the road back from Nimarep to Komia,(miles direct,and probad
6 miles on the road).All of this with the exception of possidly I}
miles, is heavily-timbered.This sector ot the road is being completed
first so that native workers can reach Nimarep more easily,food 11
can be brought in more regularly for the workers,and also so that
molor-bike can be brought up to enadble more constant supervision of
the work.

A matter for consideration concerning this long section
between Komia and Tambul,is the fact that almost the whole of the area
through which the road will pass,is unpopulated.At Nimarep,the nearest
population cetres are 233 hours walk away,with some being as far as
6 hours away.These distances,will of course, increse as the road goes
farther away from Komia.This difficulty will have to be solved by 3
providing rough,but adequate,labour quarters,where native workers can ’
sleep wherever the work is.With regard to the supply of food to the
working parties at Nimarep,police are being sent out regularly to
buy food from the populated areas,and all groups have been told that
each man coming into work should bring sufficient fcod for two days
with him,with the patrol supplying whatever additional food we may

have been able to obtain.Ae yet,the natives have bLeen rather slow to i

co-operate with thie scheme,and it was found necessary during the
time the patrol was at Nimarep to issue all available native foods
and also give small rice issues to the working parties.However,once
the various groups settle down to the idea of working at Nimarep,

and can realise that it is no great hardship that they should have

to supply and eat their own food,rather than have everything supplied
to them,this difficulty should soon solve itself.

b
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Upper lendi Valley Map - Scale I:150,000.A rough
v 1 sketch map has been mede out,avd is attashed to this report.
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Sub-Distriect Office -
Southern Highlands Districy
R 1

26th August, 1955,

The ‘Dist:{ct Comuisgioner,
t‘Bm.ﬁzhezu‘. Highlands Di s{:riét

Report.of a .Patrol to the Upper lendi,kai & Nembd %.

ERY

¥y . U g

QPEICKR CONDUCTING FATEDR: - . Dude CLANGY, Assdetant Pistrict &

prer Mandim Lal & ni

r : -y > ,: . J‘-‘, ;y(“ 1K

1) Bohtlne .Eltjjm ugm,. = Sy
(2) Covsolidd¥1ch ‘gr Adilini siration
influence.
E s ea Shaln

26th July to ‘16th August.
March & d April of 1954,




A i)
LR el

edoeee (n!g JQLY. ;955,).-....

§ »
The patrol left the station at 1245 hours after the laiv people
had come in to carry our gear to their village.

Walked along made road for 70 minutes until the Rest House at Weiv
Ceremonial ground was reached,

’ It was here that the Anthropologist kr. D'arcy Ryan and his wife
lived while carrying out his investigations in%o the social structure of
the Mendi, last yeer, On arrival at maiv I aent word out to the Meg!
people to come down I see me but only four turned up. Willgo for a
walk there tomorrow,

w........
27th JULY, 1955,

Daparted at 7, 30 am after the fog had cleared and made our way up
to AURUMAS HAMLET (6100) where 'ives TAUGUWA who acted as & sort of
interpreter cum intermediary in the early days of Mendi.

Very few people were seen and it was quite obvious that the cane
grass hide outs were cccupied.

At 10, a.m, ¥e came to Megia where V/C KOMIA was waiting for us
with about thirty men and a few women, Continued to walk arcund the
garden areas. By now every one seems to be getting over their nervousness
and quite a few people were seen working in their gardens, The gardens
seen are very small and not very impressive. Continued on to Puinj
and then went bacx to meiv where a group of Kaiv people were waiting to
see me,

At 3 p.m. Sieters I'iest and Mchring paid me a visit on their
return from Suebi.

- Heavy rain in afternoon.
Naiv,

J 956,

Left Maiv at 0800 after the local people had come in to éarry our
cargo. Passed through Suebl ten minutes after leaving Maiv,

Walked along a fairly good road which is a consiberable improvement
on the road to maiv from the station, At 9 10 am we arrived at the
TURUM Rest House to find about fifty Turum men and Women were awaiting us.

Turum is sited on a narrow ridge overlooking the whole velley and
" from here a 3600 View of the whole area can be had, The Population
here seems to be considerably bigger than down to the South,
Constable Mariongun who is assisting the people at Um with their
road sonstruction waes waiting for us at Turum as also was Village consta=-
” ble AI-REP,

29th JULY, 19665,

Police and carriers were sent off to uUm while I returned wjith
Mariongun and other police to inspect an alternative route for the road,

Arrived in camp at 11, 20 a.m.

During the afternoon Corporal Batanu paraded one of the Highland
Police recently arrived from lendi suffering from probable Gonorrhoea.
Sent him back te the station for treatment Dought a pig for a mother-of-
Pearl Shell.

We carried food from Turun and had no need to buy any here. g
Normally I would not bother to do so as it smacks nother of miserliness L
but food is short in the grea. 2
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o ......317th JULX’J_ 19550

40 and after travelling along the main road for

Broke cemp &t O
the Mendi =Lai Ranges The highest part

a short distance we climbed over
in the pess was 7530 feet.

At %
and carried 1t for us.
arrived at Mailv dancing ground &
waiting to greet us and abundant f

v/C TUVU of KIAVEG was also waiting for us.
He i& over here an a visit.. Assisted by his Oratory 1 gave the

local people a lecture.
waive

20 a.,m., the Lai people took over our cargo fror the UM people
Wwe crossed the Lal by the EGASORO bridge and
t 10, 15 a.ms There were about 200 people

ood brought in by the women.

18t JULY, 1065,

spoke camp at 7. 30 &.00- when locals arrived to help us with our
Lehind to look after the base camp

cargoe. Three constables were lef't,
Headed, during the morning in a W.NeW.

und the remainder I took with me.
di rection. Camp was made at noon gt TUIDE after ve changed carriers

three times. On the road.

We have now left the Lai Velley oehird and tomorrow we will cross
over the range in front of use This looks hupgry country-lime stone

hills and mudstone in the creek bottoms.
Heavy rein during afternoon
Luibe 200!

1st AUGUSBT, 1965.
o the tuibe ¢k then UP

Left Tuibe at 7. 10 a.m. and dropped down t
agein on the other side, and vver into a wide sparsely populated valley
here we changed our carriers for the second time this moining end hesded
over a high spur (7500') and went down to & gnell creek and climbed

slowly up to a group of gardenus and made camp at Marinche, There seems
f us and I cannot see any paint in continuing

to be very 1iittl~ in front o
along this route 8O 1 will go back tomorrow to the Lai Valley.
Marinehe 7300.

opd AUGUST, 185%.

Broke camp at 6. 15 a.i.
track and then tranched away to the
through some very thinly populated country snd made

and returred as for as TUIBE along our
North East towards the Lai. Pasged
camp et Saren at noom.

ble arrived from Mendi accomponied by &
ng the morning we met & Tari native who

* Iuring afternoon consta
He had come through this far to

(=]
Native Medical Orderlye. Duri
t0ld us he comes fprom Haibuga marsh.

trade Tigaso oil for salt.
Heavy rain during afternoon
Saren.

3.4 LUGUST, 1955
Left Saren at 6. 35 a.m. and returned along tracks to Maiv Dase
camp where everyghing was found to be in orders

e fouad neo difficully in oblaining carriers and four

To asual W !
e were able to make complete changes.

times along the road W
4th 5th and 6th AUGUST, 1955.
On the 4th of August, 19855 the party rested and on the Hth and €th
tive medical Orderly had a

we were unable to move as the unfortunate nu
very badly inflamed leg and sosver than cause him any permanent damage

we remained at maive
7th and 8th AUGUST, 1955.

v Moved on to Kong where we spent the night apparently my turn to be
411 on the +pack and was forced tc remain in bed 2n

411 as I was taken
8the
(OVER) P
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9th AUGUST. 1955.

Hoyed “ff in heavy fog and proceeded down the valley cloug
reasonably good roads through garden lands. The valley here is very
attractive and heavilly populated,

Camp was made at Komp.

I was told that a hit and run attempt at Killing had been made
at Megl in the Mendi Vally,

10th AUGUST, 1955.

Start was delayed while we waited for carriers to coike in moved
off finally through fog.

Crossed the Lai river by the Kambuto bridge twelve minutes after
leaving camp and continued down the left bank of the river along good
tracks,. We arrived at Pinj at 10, 33 a.ms These people have built
the first rest house to be erected in the Lai Valley.

11th AUGUST, 19656,

Departed at 0727 in fog and descended down to the Lai River which
we crossed by the KOILEBERU BRIDGE. After crossing the Lai ve conti-
nued over lightly country making good time over guod tracks. Oh::l:t
carriers at Sebisonda and continued on to Excampe where camp was .
gclov g;etnpo the Lai flows through a gorge on its way io help form the

rave River,

Escampe
12th AUGUST, 19566.

Departed from Escampe and croseed over into the Indu Valley. Thie
valley 18 lightly wooded and supports a small scattened population.
then crossed a second amall rouge and descended by good trucks into the
lower hembi valley and made camp at Wara mucha Dancing Ground about two
miles past PABARONGA which has now ween deserted.

The people in this ares are still not finnished with their fighting
if one may judge from their strangly barricaded villages. Y

The people here are very friendly but I doubt very much if it
would be expedient or wise to try end use village-to-village carriers
past this spot so I will have a look around the area tomorrow.

13th AUGUST, 1956,

Left camp and went over to the hembi and returned to camp at 1530,
Hsd talks with locals,

14th AUGUST, 195b.

The people were a bit slow in coming in but by 8., 30 a.ms We were
able to move off, Di scended steeply into the Lal whene we had to
repair the votted ETAMBU bridge before we could cross in safety. Climbed
out of the valley and arrived at Megl at noonx. The people were very
timid at first but by three pm about a hundred had come in.

15th AUGUST, 1955,

Moved off at 7. 00 am and made our way by good tracks through
Lightly pepulated grassed country.

Passed through IORI gardens at 9., 46 am. and at 10, 45 am we come
on to the Yagen rest house,

Very few people around and I was told that most of the men were
in at Mendi station collecting pay for timber they had carried in, The
country over which we travelled comprised rolling grass covered plains,

They are quite attractive but the ground appears poor and the
gardens seen were any thing but iupressive.

h ST, 1966.
Departsd from Yagen at 0630 returned to the station arriving at
1030 after an easy strell all good tracks and a made road,
Reported to the District Commissioner on arrival.
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Objects of Patrol:

(1) foutine native affairs.

(2) Consolidation of Administration influenee.
Introductory Rewarks.

The patrol was one of 2 routine nature and was intended
that it should move siowly through the upper Mendi and in the Lae
valley and attempt to contact as many people as possible.

It was also intended that I should escort the Asaistant
District Adrport Inspector Mr. Gill of ladang to the Nembi Valley
to inspect the Nipa airstrip site and at the same time to cost
around for any alternative sites that may bave been offering in th
the viginity, Unfortunately this plan fell through as Mr. Gill
was suddenly transforred %o take up & new position in Fort lioresby.

Area Traversed:

The patrol travelled up the Mendi valley by vay of the °
zade road and the crossed over the Mendi-Lai divide into the
delightful Lai valley., We then made our way to the norta west =
avay from the Lai valley for two days. This country was sgsrsply'
gognlated and I doubt if there wouid have been more than P

000 people in the area through which we passed. As the thin vein
of population was petering o.t and there did not appear to be any«
thing of interest in this direction we retraced our steps to our™
base camp at Maiv in the Lai valley via Saren. Leaving Mailv (B
went down the valley passing through Komp, Pinj, and Bscampe and’
thence to the lower Nembi Valley a beautiful vailey that gives

I think a false impression cf a heavier population than is reaily

there.

~rom the Nenbi the patrol returned to the station via
#legla and Yagen thronth country that gives the impression that it
is poor and is quite content to stay that way.

Roads and Bridges:

Every where we went the walking was easy over rood native
roads. While thes» people are not engaged in fighting they travel
within a limited area trom cammunity %o community and their roads
are kept well cleared. ihen thay are at war either active or laten
the roads are allowed to become over grown and trzvel is more
difficult. The road from iiendi Station to Um which is intended
eventually to go through to Tari needs quite a deal of work and
regrading to be carried out on it if it is to be able to take
vehicular traffic. It i1s intend as soon as possible to regrade it.
Putting a road in the Lai Valley dces not present many’ problems
but the way over the divide is going to wresent some difficulties.
The range which is a limestone formation rises 1500 above the
floors of the two valleys.

Agriculture and Foods

The staple focd of the area seen .is sweet pctatocand in
general the potato prchased was of : very poor quality. It would
scareely have qualified as peg food in the Tari Valley area let
alone enjoy consideration as food fit for human consunption. However
our party was not very large and we had very little trouble in

sesesncOVEr




purchasing encugn ror our needs.

'here seems to be a general shortage of food in the
sub-district. The scarcity does not by any means approach famine
proportions but it is sufficiently acute to be of some embarrasment
when a community is raced with a large party of visitors. I am still
unsure of the reasons for this witesrread scarcity which sowme locals

: explanations are (a) Insufficient turk done in the gardens by the men
(The men of course say the boot is on the other foot and should beé
worm that way) (b) Frosts - I have not seen any frosts in the past
year (¢) poor ground and poor types of tubers.

There may be an eleuent of iruth in each »f the reasons

of hard work is the main couvse of the food shortages in the area.

taro, (especlally in the Lai Valley) bananas and pandanus rut in that
¢ order.

I

I ¢o not think there is any shortage of land in the area .
but I do not tbink there could be any large scale alienization of
land to the crown without embarrasing the people, Of course 1if thelr
land utilization methods were improved they would need less space
since much waste land and effort could be saved. DBurning and over

cultivation are two of the chief evils which have to be stauped outs.
A thought which has often ocenrred to me is that prinii!xgui

must take a eynical view of our profferredi advice for to them we ars

merely wondering around in an aimless sort of fashion and even on ﬁﬁl

station they know quite well me do not grow enough to feed oursq;v

2 Animal Husbandry:

The conly animals kept for food are pigs and those seoﬁ'ldrg

not a specially beautiful creature being a typiecal bony razorback.

The pig is not eaten only %o satisfy a physical desire hut
is kept for ceremonial reasons and also as offerings to supernatural

beings. A typical example is the cooking of pigs and then the smearinqsﬁ
g+

of sbones in which reside (or which represents) Timba the supreme
spirit of evil.

Pogulation:

The upper llendi Valley from Maiv to Um and including the
Mlegla-Pinj group to the Bast and the Wambipi Olea Ondababl to the
west would probably have a populations of 2000 while the Lai valley
from Baren to Bscaupe would probably amount to about 3000,

The lower liembi is a mueh more difficult area to estimate

These figures of course one only very approxiumate.
I doubt if the area frow liegi
1 )

i a
account for uore than 1500 to 200C peopl

-Yaria to the station would
e

S e

Nat*ve Altitudles:

Throughout our trip the people were co-operation ard help-
ful. We generally had between Tifty and a hurdred people at our
canpse The women were shy but it was from them that on aliost every
occasion we bought our food.

Never at any stage was there any sign of hostility towards
us and with the exception of Fabaronga we always had an abundance of
carriers who were only too willing to carry for us within thelr
boundaries.

At only one place did we strike any signs of timidity. and

¢ o0 op s OVOD

tell me is a phenonecmon that comes round every rive years of so. Others

subaitted but. I am inclined to think that an insufficient ingredient

The types of food seen on the trip were pit-plt, sugar cane,

v

e T |

e

but would probably amount to a figure some where between 2000 and 3500, &

il

WOy T e

wF




._Avv_"f~47—-—v—

e

from the station wuich has somehow not reccived the same attentica '

Conclusion:

LY
:

ibls is a small buckwater of people about one hours walk
as the rest of the valley. This will ve roctified.
Language:

The-langu~ge spoken in the iendi-Lal and lower Nembi vary
ouly in regard to dialect and then only slightly.

frade and Tradc itewmgs:

The main trade route in the area came from Hagen via the
northern slopes of st. Giluwe, from Wabag via ilt. Haddon, from *he
Chimbu via Ialibu ard from the Samberigi through the Kagua valley
and from Kut ~ ~\ the Wage and Nembi Valleys, Anothur source
come from t area via Magarima. We met one man in the Lairarea
who told us .. ..me from tihe Haibuga Marsh to the east of Tari
station. This wan, incidentally had crammed his hair into a hair
net as is worn in tThis suh-district.

The medium of trade is salt in exchange for Tigasse oil
Main items of trade used for buying fcod were salt, paint (preferah
covrie and tambu shell, (irrors and small items of steel were all
very vopular while f'or buying pigs the ii.C.F shell and tomahawks
were used.

lost men seen carried stezl axes or knives a.d the only
stone axes seen were carried by small boys and old men neither of
wkom would have much use or understanding of the newcomer. ’

Cearriers:

»

The only carriers taken on the trip were six Kamberi nati
from the stations's environs and at Um three voung lads were added’
the lire for experience. [Ior the rest of our cargo the people from = |
the area in which wc were at the time travelling carried for us. Taey
were quite willing to do so and were of great assictance to us. They 1
are not good carriers but their numbers compensated for this. The iend
carriers carried our trade items. e

Native Affairs: ; o

The Mendli has fallen away from nis foruer aggressiveness anl e
fighting has apparently been stopred. The only annoying fly in the
milk is a person or persons who for the last nine months has been
taking snapshots at local dignitaries under cloak of darkners and to @
date two hits (one fatal) and several near nisses have been recorded. |
All efforts to catch this character have so far been in vein. It is no |
use trying to trace out the archer by running down the line of enemies
and finding a common enemy for every liendi seems to have so many g
enemies who would be willing to kill him tha% this method gives us :
almost as many suspects as cbviously innocent people. Then again the
hiring substitute avengers is not unknown here.

Leaderships:

To the best of my knowledge tliere was no concept of leader-
ship in this area until the advent of the administration.:: Bome men
acheived a state of eminence by vertue of vravery at war, deligice in 3
commanal work, generosity the wealth of their gardens but even then they
were leaders only in so far as they were men cf influnce in their own

spheres.

The patrol carried out its objectives. It proceeded slow'y
through the area and as many people as possible were contacted.

Organized fightirg in ire Mendi and Lai valleys is now, at an |
end. The power of the law 1s now nuch respected and apart quarrels and
fighting between individuals, vioclence and killimgs in these two valleys e .
is now finished. \
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«The whole of the detachment used on the trip performed very
well but 1t would be

senior members end the younger lads who have had only a few months

service. Tor this reason I will divide them into two sections,

(1)

(2)

()

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(30)
(11)

(12)

a2 : e T :
abbvial UN Hotr'e and N,G,Cs « FPERSORIEL.,

nost unfalr for comparison to be made between the,

2091 Corporal Batanu. A good disceplenarian keen engrgetic
and an asset to any patrol.

2le3 Constable Isiri. Keen conscuntions. lsirt has spent

his entire career as a bush patrolling policeman and 4s a
very good man with primitive people. :

7568 Conctable Pokine., Keen hard working lad vﬁi-l&ets
only in personal decepline. b -

7834 Constable Suri, A former Native Medical Orderly.
Conduet and ability above the average also carries out
He4.F, duties on patrol. This man should rake a good H.C

8130 Constable Batawi. Keen, hardwor '8

very good policeman, Was an N.C.0, in tae F.1
last war. t

4

8480 Constable Waropi. Conduet and ability. . By

best of the Highland police. Equally good out F
and bush work, i

43
.

850% Constable Torabari, Returned to'stlti;n es
patrol with Gonorrhoea contacted in For® MNoresby

8612 Constable Warglne, Also sent back with :.}3 rhoe
contected in Fort Horesby, iy, O AR

Constable Teine, dorked well, Firstipggrgth-pﬁl.;ru
expsrience. R NGL

2

8227 Consuable kiopera. First patrol; ‘enernetie, ' :

g s ;-'f“; 3
7866 Constable Maliongun. Good man. Keen an*Ohorg'ﬁih: g7
sepiko b B!

N
i

8603 Constable Tuhul., First patrol tries h&!dﬁg;liuiggr?,}j
improve with experience, : 'éﬁﬂ‘” S

(D. JQJCLANCY)
Assistant District Officer.
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

B

PATROL REPORT

Serarasar Gessssss e ERERRY

1 to Samberigi -

Natives... Yarious

Duration—From...28/...9../19.23.10..26./..49./19...22
Number of Day329 e

-

P.H. Mendi 3 of 1954/55
Ialibu 4 of 1954/55
Erave 3 of 1954/55

DIRECTOR OF DISTRICT SERVICES
AND NATIVE AFFAIRS,
PORT MORESBY.

Forwarded, please.

7 £id /19JZ

Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund

T s ~ SR -

g o

Amount Paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Furd ....
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e
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®x 5, 30-1815

25th January, 1956,
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AINUTE to :-

S bk
m Native Affairs,

Report submitted in duplicate with a patrol map.

= Uit? the po;ting of Mr. Corrigan as Oriinr-iu ‘ _
ave trol will be brought up to date. s inexper [ 8

oftic‘r’anm. blgn the only o:gs avguablo for Ialibu and gl‘l". | Ty

both areas have been poorly patrolled for years. :

Mr, McGrath's camping allowanee claim is attached but
Mr. Claney's claim is not to hand and he is on leave in Australia,

147,
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PATROL CONDUCTED RY

-~ da

e .'x:~_‘\.. /‘l’ ""..A').L .

AREA PATROLLED: . IALIBU - ERAVE - SAUBERIGI - MENDI

PATROL ACCOMPANIED By BURCPEANS: Mr. MeGrath accompan-
led patrol to Sambe igi

' NATIVES: Various

S ——— e e

Duration - 29/9/55 to 26/10/55 N

No. of days 29

DID MEDICAL ASSISTANT ACCOMPANY? 1O

LAST PATROL T0 AREA 1

£.Re lendl 9 of 1954-55
P.Re Ialiby 4 of 1954/55
P.R. Lrave 3 of 1654/5%
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3 i ) ) om Jlalibu to arave
» . -
’ 3 Q=N .
) » - . N . Pl
Sar * the Sanberici-Simberice
. .
%
,") Y e v & 2y » aran hed
\D Larry .o L O 2 aresa betwean
1 19 L 5,7 - &
(& ) 5 4 v Ay o $ yian ! &7
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12 greate par C i in <ne
Rngtriqtp Ares I bhe 30wt He rn
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Plle ‘area n Mend " Lrave had in the past -besn
heavilly envazee in fighting but action taken in the past year has
cauged a much more tranquil =t+at ~affairs to emerge out of the

5 that b IS 4 2vailed there.

Voo NSEL Bards . This a w“hioh lies {o.the South of Ialibu
Fatrol Fost has anly reeently received = iraet attent:

althouzh people from this . 1 he itors to the
r'&tr-”ﬁ : O ”Z‘l:. r 8V re ticulard
they live .on the Lorders o & heavil
tthere we hore to penecrate in an adming
purely expleratory rapaciiv next vear.

§O-operativeé reople and thay have itehed with a will)*and are
doing a' verv rood i6h on the r S So

thev have built two
Yary Fooft' resdt canivc sy I haVve comrletad A3 Cixa als'a mile Or road,

S in so far as
Poru Platesn
pposed to g
Taru are a very

1 - . § K - . : » .
vhe 1 in “the & from the Wirid e seuftye s
the Bugv I have promised *+g6 as2ist U3 'vhen ve PIsh "the
r»..»-u f—-‘w 1,.‘:~ e ‘ave.,
4 3 2 led 2 ~ 2. -
r . d fighting in the
7 : - " i X Loy s v “ e & 2 b
dri- 1tFoueh, rie, ore tent hatreds and fears
that need to'be carefully watehe! 4n 2 good sound excuse
~ 5 -~ e »
5 oF .
SAVRIIDTOAT o T Y & §
i Rl P R R RN 7 Sl DISES 2
.'wm-!e_WA”-
Theresisthore a verv . (ferent pronlem. These people
rave b pan recaivir o 5 - 4 oy « natvale ‘POI‘ Many v re, '11;!_\‘,:,,
trols eame int : : ' . spvert about 4 weaks to
4 - np— - 4 $ 5 o g s A
CW onths ryi: " ceal Lrolss i e olnnealate’ pees wvar
PR Wing +a L aenn + o t mer d . 4y nlv anae :'v
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mutn: ? +ted 1atred vYayarde nneh
OtFar in ti ear L the Banmberigi and the Simberipi. This
1at ] . 14 ¥ 11 04 . o Ao . & .4 i
hatred a; istrus e 4l cr 18 80 deep seated that they can
S¢arcol speak of each other witaon* rancour entering into the

Wonead .
(\,(\, ‘Vr‘A."_ . A"TI.

K The attit 's the patrol was hard to define - they
were friendly but i 1l disenterested in the samberigi area.
This elearly sovri: 1o " trolling So the area. The
Simberisi ar nore esticstea than the Samberigi, They were
more frightenad 1 . rer but with more attention thie can
be easilly rectifiecl,

At present there is no commmrieations between the twe
ereas to cet from Sam to Ianguri 1t took us £ hours of hae
through bush, kémai and eane grass to accomplish g Jowrpey that Y
nreviously fi‘ Ir. about three hours., .

When these people travel to Kikori which they do quite
often when seelking ewployment they nge.Aiffarcnt routes 80 a8 to
have nothing to do with each other. Sueh a state of affuirs is
the more accentnated when it is ‘@ulired that the greate: asjority
of the younger wen have hean ont to woerk and speak fluent Motu and
wear laplaps singlets, hats ete..

GORY g, SUGY VALLEY;
S area were fPierily but rathep i
is, of course, only to e expeeted as
irzegular patrolling done very little:
ended our anergies more to the North, ir
the staff position is sueh that I can
or part time patrol post in the Kagna

The people in thi
Indifferent towar-ds us

we have, gpart from 71
+n this area but have o
the time should come wh
put in either a fuil time

D P F3 ot
S o
“Q

W -

-
v

& X
ddver Vildley area this area will be hrought under control readilly
enough, : Pei .

SUGU Rive ANGGURU River:

Fighting 8til) continues ip this area between the

Tagenda - Imi peonle =na although the Taperepa - Imbero fued

seens have by 1ts very fury hurpt Theslf out even with zha #eaction
bagen earlier this vear by a coshined ratre) of Mendi<Talibu and
Erave officers and rolice.

GRICULTURE ard ¥0QD,
AGRICULTURE g SD

= —
“hroucshont the durstion of tle patrol ve felt the resuls
of the current food “hort-_ - that has cursea us fcp the nast four

or five months. The shortare i: noct severe enouch to rejoicw in
the n-me of femine hut the arrival of a group of thirty or fort
healthy vnin*ihiten appetites for an overnizht stay was enourh %o
cause gven 4-_5,} e "..Nvlw'fm";?' :v‘\;":-‘ t h“f_\“,'; a -,"'3"."",. Hhere ‘f'he '100'\1@
could assisted v nd where they conld nc* e uc 3 our own

supplies? I Ao not think we eo: sed their food surrlies any damaes,
R % R

There a~e sizns that the shopts e wil¥ soon h2 over. Most
rardens seen werc ™inest » ady for cromping.
The gardening of the yaaberigi, 8gmberisi, Sugu, Fagua and
Jagends people differ in sorec respects to that of the Talibnpend -
L-Nembi people.  Instead of the cireular ganrden rlets favoured b
tre reople to the North tI cuthernars favonr paised rectangnlapr
heds ahout feet x 8 feat. The tondrils planted seem to ba less -
lesvwly plar than is ecustemary anong the Merdi. U
The staple diey of ly Hiri-Tarn, Sugu, Keagua and
Tagenda groups is sweet tat bY bunana, sugar and small
greens and pandanus mats The and Samberigi differ with

arn imnortant stanla esrecially

this 1ist only in so far
g ,

.
N :

s el w V- c1ial % = ~ e :
n times of sho: sueh as the are suffering now. .




| SO X RINA 2
e o S - odalalihas:
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j),\.
General .LV tae aaple s were f ) phyf~ ne and
‘pmamd O },“ 1."’ 1-;" bacst ~nf al*h 1 virh the San yoied el:
that their olde : wore avins witheut caunse or wh ar Lhe (‘w‘»"
was said ho be ’,_ uvv,':, a partieularly nast irit wHo eecms te be
3 a spirit-of fertility - Bhouvld he b Nary a3 he 's enorted Lo be
3 at the present tiue he cauvses pardens to bLecowe inefertile and
o caucaes the death of any who partis arly ineur his nr»t”. The only
way to placate this belin; who was the creator of Kugurupn, Hambsbﬂvia
Apgoro, the originai men, e fashioned these men ont of stone and
then designed and cr all the necessities for thelr creature

wents. These three P"rwnﬂ"rq of the ntJda rage sacrifised to

Tiac“ﬂ to show f“nir gratituie to him and from that day on.it heae
besen the daty of the descariants of these three men to give rsgelar
sacrifice% £6 thank Timolo for ereating the human race and for
allowing it to continne to exist. Shoula the sacrifices be rra]ected
Timoko becom@s angry and scnds death and ecrop failures to bripgs
creatures bto heel. He seews *to hear a close. re sembl&nco Lo the d
Testament Creafor. ‘ S~ o

Tho Otficnr-‘n-ﬂk rge, Ialibu, has made the initial step
towards putting the road throusgh fron Ia1idu to Erave.

The road will nhot present any major problems until it
roac&es the limwestone count»y 1“ the vicinity of the Xrave River,
Here the going wilkd be diffiecult and frthernore the roswlavion
in this.avea 1s only smell. However, despite the ‘difPicnlties that

will be met ‘are far from being insuperable, -
¥ dev: Veory smckh the same apnlies to the hrohosed rovie friom
Brave to Mendi with the adled 2ire4 culty of Oﬂuasiﬂ” the Angrury
giverﬁr of thg two routes I am inecline » favoor the Ialidp-Wiri-
arn-Erave route.
N I,

- .
A .

One of th° ohjects of the patrol was {o repatriate the
Tmj. menr. who hod been serving a scnterce in the. Erave gaocl for
behaving in 2 riotons menner,

, These wen were lef” * their own homes a v as .»nleft Thes
_,‘ they invited us. to return ir @ munth or Swo. so thevoeould k3ll1 some
i pigs for us and enpter inte a vaet of Tilend ship.

T
e
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At 7.50 a.w. we en ered bush and travelled easily over
a good wide tr.ck. I'ne headwaters of the Sugu Hiver which was
here a pleasant little atream was crossed at £.55 a.m.

wWe broke out of bush at 9.40 z.m. when we left the hills

and descended into the Angaremi Kadiki Valley the home of the
Tingi-Parl people. This valley has about 1500 people iiving
in 1t and they have steadfastly refused to have anything to dow

with patrols that have penetrated into their pinnacle strewn valley.
They are as shy as nightjars,

Camp was erected at Runudebe and we tried to entice

the locals in. They do not seem to have changed much since I

last saw them in 2950. Standing on limestone pinnacles

surrounding our camp, they hurleg thunderbolts of invictive at us,
‘ bat they had finally met their match in old Tema, the head man '

of Omai, I took o{d Tema on this trip as it stands to reasom that :n

one who can rise to a estate of eminence among the Omai, and who

can outshout an Omwail in their highly developed art, must be an

outatanding performer. By 3.30 a.m., the loocals had had euough,

and about firty wmen came in to see the visiting celebrity, and

with them came food as the nrice of admission. They have pronised

to meet us in the morning and assist us with our cargo a. far as

Ratara.

flad talks durini the afternoon, and we both agreed
that our grandfathers did not fight each other, and therefore

nor should we quarrel and in any event no good could come from

1 htinﬁ. They, too, obviovsly do not subscribe the Heraclitean
obiter that greater death wins greater destiny - at least not in
practise.

SUNDAY, 2nd OCTOEER, 1955

Broke camp at 6.15 a.m. and moved off tc the West passing
through tree covered limestone pinnacle country along a good
native pad. Broke out of the timber at 9.00 a.m. and apelled
for a short tinme at Walu while two ducks were cobtained from
nearby swanps. There were hundreds of them but they were very
flighty.

Continued on after the spell throcugh timuer until we
arrived at Batare where a small Rest House has been bullt.

Purchasing of food was very difficult and we had to supple-
ment the gleanings with rice. -

MONDAY, 3rd OCTOBER, 1955

Breke camp at 6.00 a.m. and headed off through mist g
over tracks and waded Fore Creek at 6.30 a.m.

At 9,00 a.m. we arrived at the Era¥e River and here we E- ]
had to spend J hours repairing the rotted bridge. 3

Crossed the river and climbed The limestone range into
the Fore Valley and on allinL at l1.15 p.m. I reporied tn the
Cificer-in-Charge, Mr. W.A. McGrath at Er.ve Patrol Post.
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A
Remained at Brave preparing for a trip to the Sambverigl-

Simberigl areas.

~

FRiDAY, 7th OCTOBER, 1933

Phe patrol left the station at 7.00 a.me. with Mx.
veGrath and neaded off to the South. The track was reasopable
although not well cared for, No people were seen on the way
until we reachzd Kei at 10.30 a.ine and met Iung, a former station
intursgreter. He told us he would get hils peopie in tomorrow
for a census check.

Leaving Kei we contipued on till we reached the

] Sambarigli hamlet of Suwnilli at 1 p.m. This village gets

its name I understand from Romilly Sawmill in the Gulf Division
when a laxge group of the people worked durlimg the ware

Phe Chimbu carriers I picked u at Ialibu cracked up
- today and despite the fact they were all 1ightly laden ve
}‘ had tu help carry thelr loads.

ki Heavy rain fell in the 3fternoon Lut we were able to
: buy sufficlent f00d.Sawmilli village has outliwed its usefulness
and is peing allowed to fade away.

4 { SATURDAY, 8th OCTOBER, 1955
-')
f @ Heavy rain fell antil 10.00 a.m. after which we did
1 a census check., A few people wexe missing and 1 arranged for =
q them to raport to me at my next stopping place. g b
. Q :
ra The pecuple have agreed to bulld a est house for us ‘]
Ba and Policemen were left oehind to show them how to dn it. e 1




¥ 3
-~y s, ) : : u,»hdﬁuv

- ...
o o LA ol » e % :l ' 5 ¢ ' o
1€ § 3 L 3 it e
3ol ¥ . y v . ¥ saort .. g
1t ' A 3ck 1 (3]
i ’ plks durine the afterncon with villg ) uen,
{8
bl [UBSDAX, 1lth CCTODER, 1979,
; ‘ Peparted af 6,20 a.p. after voitlunk for guides. = M one was
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[ % partieviarl’ keen on eculing wi 5 as ere oxists hétwamr these
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: 4 angerstand “h the rosg Cwed langurd gnd Iau vere
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Kolari at 2 p.m I spoke with the District Commissicner by radio
and o8 a result of this conversation I resclved to head back home.

! ¢ F'.IDAY l4th OCTOBER, 1955

L 2

|

w1 _Prepared my cargo for the trip home., At © pem. a wind with
# velocity of about 50 mep.he blew up and wrecked my camp.

| SATURDAY 15th OCTUBER, 1955

| ' d : — 3

| Left Erave and passed by the mission station and then down

. to and over the Erave River by a recently repaired bridge.
Crossed the river at 8.20 a.m. and then climbed the limestone
ranges on the other side. The golng was quite easy but for
some reason the repatriates slowed down Lluuediately we crossed
the river. It may be that =2 mental reaction or an anti-climax
set in when they finally realized they were at last homeward
bound. In any event they slowed the patrol down considerable.

N

The country is inhospitable to a degree, it is uninhabited
and useless for anything but scenery.

Intermittent rain fell during the day. We arrived at
Goru eutskirts at 2 p.m. and then crossed over to the central
group, arriving there at 2.30 a.m.

‘ As the last tent went up at > p.m., torrential rain fell
id on us and continued all afternoon. It was too wet to exrpect
food to be brought in so rice was issued to the police an
carriers.

The repatriates are rclated to these people, and four of
‘the repatriates told me they would remain here with friends
for a time. Thie suited me as these four men were making hard
work of the road and they are a worry.

» TUESDAY 16th OCIOLER 1955

Departed at 6 a.m. and headed away to the N.W. along the
valley on a good road. 0f the four men who had intended remaining
three changed thelr minds and came with us.

We crossed a small rarge at 10.30 a.uw. znd entered the
Sugu Valley, a very attractive and densely populated place
but we were forced to move away from tie ceutre of population
to find a house to house our carriers and repatriates.

Made camp at Toromobi, o filthy longhouse on the northern
bauks of the Sugu. The people are away at a dance at the bottom of
the valley, and for this reason food was scarce and rice was
issued. Taese people too are friends of the repatriates ard
tearful re-unions were the order of the day.

To-day's track weuld be unsuitable for road-making, as the
going would be far too rough and the limestone too plen{iful.

MONDAY 17TH OCTOBER 1955

_ Left Toromobl at 6 a.m. and proceeded along a good track

! through timber covered limestone country. The repatriates were
in better fettle and they showed much higher spirits. Very
heavy mountain mists lying in the valleys and on scaling 1idges
the surrounding peaks jutted avove the mist like islands rising
from a heavenly sea of white foam.

Broke ocut of forest at 9.30 a.m. when we crossed tune divide and
found ourselves overlookiug a very pretty valley (or rather a basin)
The Kagua Valley lies away from us to the nerth about two or three
miles, Away to the north could be seen the uruistakeable peak of
Haddon Taliku, Giluwe and Pumi, also rose up to beckon us

A

s 4” -f..-_-f-‘. A




p—

oL = A e
et it S, T

P Sl

home.,

Descended into the valley, and leaving cti.e Umi
rep~triates on their doorstep, we headed o7f on our own.
Grec ps of twenty to thirty people, men, women and children ,
clustered along our track; all were ervtremely friendly,
and invited us to make camp at Iawari Dance Ground, which has
become something of a “raditional camping ground over the
years. Made caup at 1.30, and a large crowd of people
came 1n.

Heard that the Taginda from the Ang-guru River are
fighting.

It would not be difficult to put an airstrip in this
valley, and roadmaking would b2 play.

TUESDAY, 18th OCTOEER, 1955

Broke camp at 6 a.m., and moved up through the
Tangarep country. Our reception was not of the best standard
but no effort was made to bar our way. fhese pecple are an
isolated pocket of resistance. They are no% numerous,
but may prove troublesome later on when we cone in here to
aemand law and order. The fighting seems to he over
now, but the devastation that either side wrecl'ed on each
other's land and houses, was pitiful to see. ihey will
see many hungry days in the future. This senseless despoil-
ing of gardens and trees is hard to understand, and harder
still to stomach.

Crossed the Kagua just above its junction with the

::ﬁ- ura River, then climbed a steep range for two hours,

soncended to the Ang-gura River, crossed by a good
bridge, and made camp on the bank. The people on the
slopes of the range to the Sou*’. of the Ang-gura, the Tagenda,
have recently been invelved in a fierce intra-group warfare,
and apparently thought I was coming from the South to
interfere in their fighting. A couple of times on the way
down we were greeted with war cries.

At 5 p.m., Mr. Claridge, Patrol Officer, came in t»
tell me that he was camped a short distance up-stream. He
was investigating the recent outbreak of fightling between
the Tagenda and Imie groups.

WEDNESDAY 19th OCTOEER, 1955

Departed 6 a.m. and arrived at the Station at 10.30. a.m.
Reported to the District Commilssicner.
-

MONDAY 24th. 25th, 26th OCTOBEL, 1955

Th>se three days I spent zoing tc Moranda to investigate
t%he death of ilem of Moranda. This incident *s referred
te in Patrol Report "lMen No. 7" of 1953.
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AEPORT ON POLICE ACCOMPANYING PATROL
l Nine police, uuder the control of No. 2091, Corporal
q Batanu, accompanied the Patrol. They are as fullows:
No. 2091 Corporal Batanu, a competent hard-working man, .
: with good contrsl over his men Y
. No. 4118 Constaole Tangoro. A good man, conscientious and -
; { - capable. ! b
; No. 8480 Constable Warapi. Hard-working, rel'able manm. . ‘
‘ 0e 7866 Coastable Mabonguue A quiet hard-working man. : /| =
No. 7834 Constable Suri, An invaluable man in any sort of | o 4
police work. . I |
No. 7568 Constable Pakino. A good patrelling man ! s
Ho. 2852 Constable Dabaru. A very good man Fa 1
No. €400 Constable Waino. A good mawn 3
: No. 7629 Constable Nambo. Hardworking, cheerful lad.
! E R
? ‘ i A
7 The ‘whole cf the detachment performed well. ¥ , :ﬁy{g;
;
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STORES TAKEN ON PATROL

HOW ISSUED

TEM ¢ Amount Taken
: on Patrol

Payment ;)l
Carriers

Matches boxes 36
‘Oﬂp 1lbs 10
meat tins 48
wt. 4 Oi jars }2

¥ -SUgAX bs 70
- mantles s/t ea. 16
AALE e . | %
Bocoa %ib. tins y

W 25

8 abeld Temba 1z L. .8
Eealiccaie. o8 | 14
.knives. 4" 7

6.

12"

14"

“Mirrors 8" x 6' ea.
lnnkerohie:ts Trade

! Munition 303
| .batteries toxoh 28| ..

: ,V,v,;.&hgtllt nxX gals
Lartridges 12G

....Blades 1agor
rt 1cks S




TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA
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PATROL REPORT
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chi OC-~ 9/ T )I955 #9 24 )13 J1958
e 2 Number of Days...... &%
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Amount Paid for W=: Damage Compensation
Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund

Amount Paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund ....
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Pile No: 30/1 - 770.
Distriet Offiee,
Highland
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.

Report in duplicate submitted herewitn and the delay u
submission is ecccasioned by the need for Mr. Keegh Seo.
mmmmumugmm m
Ya.ley,with the objec G + Lragsport road Lezveen
. vw.mmm mm:u ‘supervising the -« -
doristndetion of a vehielar road from Mendi to the Territerial
Border towards mmumuumwxmulr.mﬁ
complimented on a good jeb well dome.

Office~ © %‘.&Cul..ig d..m.. i““.ﬁ e QLG jilioerc 5 5
and shelter in this area, whieh rises to 9,300 t‘ﬂ , el

‘an® gulled for the attention of an

3. It was intended that Mr.
the road to Tambul in the Kaugel Valley bu
neeessitates him being transferred to lalibu ¥
offieers proceeding on leave this muuﬂt
‘11 "

It is unfortunate tmtnmtll;ﬂﬁwu
nrtuﬂunolhrnud-lhkvttnﬁkaubt ‘
to Menli. ' a-nzz'mo'

b. « Keogn's camping allowance claim is at.ached for
m ’1““. ¢ r Esvdd ' 1‘4" in m

g Fandi - Mt .Hagan 0

e
T S I RING . 5




TERRITORY OF FAFUA AND NEW

GUINEA

District Headquarters,
kiendi,

Southern iighlands Dis%rict,
December 29,1966,

MENDI PATROL RIPORT NO. & OF 1955/56.

A report of the activities of & r-ad-building,and general
admini strative patrol which has been operating in the Upper Mendi

Valley,with the object of completing
Mendi Covernment Station,and Tembul
District,

Officer Conducting Patrol:

Personnel Accompanying:

brea Patrollef:

Duration of Patrol:

Objects of Patrol:

the motor transport roald between
Kission in the Western Highlands

A.M.Keogh, Patrol Officer,

Reg.No.Iebs L/Cpl Teamutai
ssoo.conat.Ondiruri
7105, ita
7116 Kwangu
7629 Kumbo
7e17 Andembo
8705 Kauba
9146 Pelika
9159 Orat
9163 Libaka
9279 Saguno

3$ =233 =33

The Upper Mendi Valley in the
vicinity of the Nendi - Mt.Hagen
road link,

European -29/8/65 to 11/11/56
Police =-29/8/55 to 24/12/56

I.

The survey and selection of a r¢
to connect the kendi and Mt,Hagen
road links,

2« The improvement and maintenarce
of the existing road between Mendi
ana Komia Rest House.

3¢ Routine consolidation and
administration.
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Q‘TRO.&/Y ‘CTION.

This patrol was a continuation of that described in
Menui Patrol Report No.l1 of 1965/656.Again,the primery objects
of the patrol,were to survey and construct a link between
the Mendi and lit,Hagen sectors of the main highland road
system,and,in additionyto maintai and improve those unconnected
sectors of the road which had already been partially constructed.

Throughout the patrol,general administrative and
consclidatory work was carried out in the normal manner,During
this particularpart of the work,whén the natives were working
in a high altitude area,and at long distances from their own
garden plots,the degree of co-operation was,for the most part,
surprisingly good.i'ost of the four-month period of the present
section of the patrol was spent on the northern sloges of Mt.
Giluwe,in the heavily-timbered and unpopulated couriry through
which that particular part of the road must paces,

At the time of completion of the patrol - November I0 -
the roed was open for motor-cycle traffic to the Territorial
boundary,The erection of five bridges in the new sectors of the
road,will make the road passable for jeeps and Land Rovers to
the boundary.For regular use,and for a definite margin of
safety in thLe future,it will be necessary to reconstruct most
of the bridges and culverts which have previously been built in
the fifteen-mile section between Mendi,and Komia Rest House,The
nmamber of such bridges and culverts is approximately 35,None of
these would be more than twenty feet in length,and,under
Buropean supervision,once actual road construction has besn
completed,all of them could be constrrcied within ten days.

In addition to bridge work,a good deal of cambering and
surfacing will also be necessary in the futureso that the road
may be usable after proloaged wet weather,but,ecsertially,the
road is uzable at the present time,

It is regretted that this report is so late in being
submitted,but the writer was engaged in final studies for the'
Tycal Examinatior during the latter helf of November,and,after
the examinations,was on vatrol until Christmas,
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August 30.

August 31.

September

September

September

September

Septamber

September

Septemb r

Septeniver

Septemher ©

September 1

@ctober 4.

1.

Se

4
5.
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Storea and patrol gear forwarded from
lendito Di:dfa Rest House in the morning,Writer
followed by motor-cycle at midday,

Patrol remained at Dimifa over night.

Some minor disputes were heard,and further
road wor")wau marked out,

Patrol moved on to Inepe Rest House in th
morning.Road tasks were allotted to the m-m.w
headmen,and the party then moved to Komia,

Yriter remhined at Komia,while the bulk
of the police party were sent on to the base .
camp at Nimarepe. 5

Kinor disputes were heard during the dﬂ. 2
and word was sent out to the natives of sur
areas to attend for road work tomorrows

lioved up to the camp at Nimarep,the moto:z

le being carried on a pole for agproxi ,-
1% hours through the timber,which still rems
to be cut. 4

A good number of natives having QMM
for work during yesterday,work was resumed w
timber-felling,and earth-moving work, ?
Self and police occupied in lu'ﬂn m S
of road route,and supervision of work.

Work continued as for yestorday.ltttm
returned to their homes in ‘he afternoons

Sunday observed.

Natives very slow in returning to work, 2
and not much work could be done : the lw. -
Police and self occnpied in
route.

Continued with felling of timber,Weather
very cold and wet throughout the day.

Natives continued tree-~felling.

iriter occupied in re-merking the route in
the very steep,and awkward,gorge of the RKumbeme
Creek,

Yesterdays work continued.

liati7vés commenced re-~cutting of the road
in Kumbeme Creek, They were sent tack to their
homes in the afternoon,

Writef went down to Mendi for discussions
with the A.D.C.

The camp was left in the charge of L/Cpl
Tamutai,since it was anticipated that the m.-itor
would nrobably be abesent for some weeks,

Iriter left liendi at midday,and returned
to Komia Rest House.Ro2ad tasks were allotted to
ths natives,en route,




RLARL,

October 65,

October 6.

October 7.

Octoler 8.
October 9.
October 10,

October II.
October I2.

Qctober I3,
October I4.

October IS5,
Qctober 16,
October 17,

October I8,
October I9.

Octcber 20,

October £1.

Rema’ned at Komia.iiost of the day was spent
in the settlement of minor disputes,discussions
with officials,and the giving of minor mediczal
vreatments,

doved from Komia,back up to the camp at
Nimerep. Timber-felling and earth-moving work
was supervised,

Yesterday's work was continued, The nutives
welre allowed to return to their homes in tho
af'ternoon,

Writer to the Ando Creek inspecting road.

Sunday observed,

Few natives back for work until late
afternoon, :

Writer and police occupied in the marking
of the road route for most of the day,

Timber-felling and earth-work continued, .
Yesterday's work continued,

Work continued.

Self and some of the police commenced work
on the construction of bridges over the watsr-
courses between Nimarep,and the Territorial
border,.

The natives,and the rest of the police
continued timber-relling,on the steepl slopes
down towards Komia,.

Worked on bridges and timber-relling.
Vatives returned to their homes in the
afternoon,

Sunday observed,

Few natives in for work until late afternoon.
‘Writer and police continued bridge work,

Work continaed as for yesterday.
As yesterday.

All natives and police working or timber
felling,One native sustained & broker leg during
the afterncon.

His leg was splinted,and he was sent to
lMendi under escort immediately.

Writer and all pclice supervising timber-
felling. The fact that only about 400 yards of
timber now separates the two sectinns of rcad,
seems to have caused an excess of enthusiaam,
and the natives are using even less commonsense
than usual in felling the trees,
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October

Octoter

Qctober

October

October

October
October
@ctober

Ociober

October

November

Novenber

November

November

November

Novemkber

Nbfember

5

G
Te

firiter left for Nendi for discussions
with the /4.D.O0.

Remeined at Kendi,

Returned to Nimarep,Road tasks were aullotied
at the various rest houses along the road,
although only the Dimifa and Enepe natives
are not,ap present,working at Nimarep.

- Timber-felling was curtinued throughout the
aye

Work continued,

The last of the timber separaling the two
sections of road,was removed during the day.
Bridge work was recommenced.

Continued moving of earth on the newly-
cleared area.
Bridge work continued.

NHatives returned to their homes, -
Writer and police worked on bridges in
the morning.

Sunday observed.

Wr.i.ecKellar,P.0,,lt.Hagen arrived f. om
Tambul lission for discussions concerning the
road still to be commtructed between Nimarep
and Tambul,

It was possible to ride ths motor-nycle
from Nimarep down to Komia Rest Hosue,for the
first time during the day,

Mr.MacKellar and self inspected secticns
of road completed so far,

Natives and police continued work on
improving the newly-constructed sections.

ir.MacKellar departed for Tambul,
Road &»d bridge work again,

Work commenced on a construction of a rest
house and police barracks where the road
finishes,approximately 2 miles past Nimarep.

This point lies either on or very near to
the Territorial border.However in the eyes of
the natives,the border lies on the Korndo
Creek approximately > a mile further on,and the
Mendi natives can continue working on to this
point,

Writer and some of the police party moved
back down to Komia Rest House to carry out road
maintenance in that area,and also check on the
condition of the road further back towards Mendi,

Road maintenance and an inspection visit to
Klareg and Inepe Recst Houses.

Sunday observed,
No natives arrived for work.ClM was carried

§§3 and 44 nativer were sentenced under the
L

B s, - e 1 v A Gl i % e

e A
B

s e ot

DG % e b,



Ty o~y setreype-

pv—— ras (".L., oy v - : j' & o
il M- -'~w3¢’l.,*4~:ﬂfk g

DIARY,

November 8, Road maintenence continued by the very few
available natives who came in for work,

Some ma!ntemmnce was carried out on the rest
house and police barracks at Komia,

November 9, Writer returned to Nimarep to inspect work e
on the new rest house,and also check on road work,

and the next bridge work to be commenced.

November IO, Work was the same as yesterday's, Ty
Fovember II. Writer to Mendi for Riscvssions with tha
Owing to various circumstances - chief of

was the imminence of the local examination,  °
the writer has since been unable to retursn,

However,a capabls staff of police,continued
with the work until Christmas,and $he ros
is reported to have reached the Korndo

i
&9
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NATIVE SITUATION.

Netive affairs work was carried out chiefly in
those comnunities,on,or near to,the main road route,but since most
of the natives of the more outlying areas of the Upper liendi
Valley have als> been assisting in road work over the past
five months,the patrol came into close and regular contact
with a faiprly wide cross=-section f om most of the Uppee Mendi
communities.

-

i e e e . - ® ¢

The native situatior continues to be quiet,and
very satisfactory I{rom an administrative point of view,Once the
pandanus season ended in 3eptember,disputes were few,and
easily settled,and & concerted effort on road construction
could then be commenceds

ﬁﬂ%ﬁili!annuu--gi-!p&i-
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At times there w-3 some natural reluctance on
the part of the people,to carry out road work in this area,
where conditions were always difficult and unpleasant for them.
Most of the work was carried out at altitudes,near to,or over :
9,000 feet,and the weather was usually very cold and wet,Consider—
ing this,and the fact that the area is well out of the population
belt,and the timber unusually dense,the tractability of the
natives was very satisfactory.

. S

Village officials of the area assisted the patrol
B 5 with 2 good deal of reliavility and efficiency,considering their
. lack of experience.

Again,it was noted that the incidence of crime
is very low in most parts of the area,and on only one occasion
auvring the patrol was it found necessary to carry out Courts
for Native Matters.It is quite possible that a small percentage
of minor crimes may still be hidden from the patrol,particularly
by those groups who live some distance from the main road,and d
who have clouse effiliations with the little-contacted zroups
on the Wabag border,but,in vereral,disputes are gquickly reported
by village officials,or by the natives themselves,

L Fe

i PR A

; s
| Food shortages continue to be a problem in all
; § parts of the area,and it is difficult to do anything about the
; 3 matter,since the people are obviously disinterested in gardening
1 work and have poor agricultural techniques,The process of changing
: this state of affairs will be & lengthy one,and little could
% ‘! be., done about it during the present patrol,since the main pre=-
occupation was with road work,and,in addition the party was
based outside the populated areas for most of the time.If normal
i administrative patrols in the future could select some of the
'+ young pidgin-speakers of the area for training as agricultural
essistants,this mipght serve to improve the standard of living,
although,even then,tlie general weight of native opinion would
probably be directed against any change in the traditional
forms of agriculture,and such a project would have to be under
stri<-t and continual European supervision for some appreciable
time if any definite improvement w=s to be expected,
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No umusual heslth trends were noted during tae
patrol,and colds und influenza werc the main troubles seen.
A large number of cuts,bruises,uard abrasions

resulted during timber-felling operations,but the patrol was
fortunste in that only one acecident of any proportions occurrad
deeing that time.Tnoe native concerned suffered a broken leg,but
is row recovering satisfactorily.

herever necessary,minor medical treatmeunts were
given by the writer during the psatrol.The area is one in which the
establishment of at least one lledical Aid Post would be of benefit,
since,even taough the people are co-gperative in many ways,they are
still reluctant to go as far as ilendl for medical treatment,

AGRICULTURE AID LIVESTOCIL.

Ag has already been mentioned in an earlier
saction of this report,food is not plentiful in the Upper liendi
at the present time,The position i3,that while the natives normally
are reasonsably well supplied with food ,they have no surplus for
supplying tae needs of short-term patrols at the moment,let alone
the needs of a road-building party,when a large number of men are
present in an unpopulated area,for a long period.

Care was teken that no appreciable depredations
into local food supplies,were made,by thepatrol,andswherever
necessaryslabour parties were assisted with government rations.ér
with native foodstuffs purchased from more outlying areas,

Small quantities of European vegetables - netably
cabbage,potato,carrct,and lettuce - are grown in the vicinity of
Komia Rest House.Most were of good guality,end had been planted
by patrolling police constables;quantities grown are extremely small,
but do serve to demonsirate the fact that the soil is not essentially
unproductive,and that good vegetables can be grown in the area,

The only form of livestock in the Upper Mendi
Valley,is the pig;these are kept for ceremonicl purposes meinly,are
extremely difficult to purchase,and a definite and persistent

~

menace to newly=-conatructed road surface.

RE3ST HOUSES.

Rough rest houses are t» be found at Inepe,Dimifa,
Xlareg,and Xomia,along the main road,During early November a further
rest house and police bvarrackcs was constructea in the Nimarep grass-
land plateau,where the road reaches its highest point.The altitud:
there is 2,300 feet,and while it is a long way from any population

centre,the rough station which has been built could form a geogrephic-

ally central road maintenance centre for the future,

Each of the recst houses mentioned is a mere make-~
shift until road labour can be spared to allow more permanent and
liveable structures to be constructed,T™he only advantages of the
present ones is that they are slightly warmer than u tent,and also
form a pe.msnent assenbly point,
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ROADS AND SRIDGES,

4t the completion o. the patieol,the position in regs
to the motor transport road,was as follows:~-

(1) ‘he rosa. was usable for mosor-cyclesto a point
elther on,or near,the Territorial boundary,his liee aprroximately
25 miles from lendi,

(2) The main aim during the patrol was to cut away
the timber and ley the ground open to the sun and wind,at least as
far as the border,and as far past it as possible.

(z) Construction of four amall bridges, will make the
road usable for Land Rovers, }

(4) Purther brading,cambering,and surfacing,work is
necesaary in all sections 97 the road,but e entially,it is usabley
for motor -cycles and light foar-wx~e1 drive traffi

(5) Reconstruction o nearly all bridgds between
Mendl and the end of the road ic necessary when th. road comes into
regular use,but all of the watercourses concerned s e only small,
and this work could pe easily and quickly complet=.,now that tha
main task of timber-cleacring has been accomplislied.

(6) A distance of 74 air ndles still remszins to bg
constructed between the end of the road,and Tambul Mission.'his ie
approximately half bush country,and half kunai country from the
little that I Lave seen of it.One advantae concerning this
is the fact thatisbour will be very mucl more plentiful on the
Mt.Hagen fall o the Giluwe slopes than it wag on the Mendi ﬂiq-*a& ;
and the connecting link could provably De guickly builteif a cone
effort on the part of the Tambul natives s swinoned up. .

(7) The obtaining of surfacing materials presents aun&,
problems alcng all sectors of the road,but vith the very scant labour
poten*ial which exists in those areas,surfacing will have to be a
gradual nrocesss

(8) Whenever possible,maintenance ard improvement was

was carriced out on the previously-cconstiucted I5 miles of road

between liendi and Yonia Rest fouse,The Tact that all available labour

was being nsed in timber~felling in the higher areas for mist days

df each week,prevented the patrol from doing anything more than earry

out essential improvements in this sector,whcre the road was already
sable.

. atrol Offi
Menadi, S.H.J.




Repggt on R,P,&N.G.C. Personnel.

Reg. No@l856,L/Cpl Tamutai

Reg. No. 3300,Const. Ondirari
Rege.No.71C5,Const.Ita
Reg.l10.71.16,Const. Kwangu
Reg. No.7629,Const. Numbo

Reze No.7917,Const. Andembo

Rege. No. 8705,Const. Kauba

Rege No,9146,Const.Pelika

ROg.Nb.9159,Const.0rat

Reg.No,9153,Const.Libaka

Rege No, 9279,Const. Saguno

Did excellent work throughout
the patrol.Has a very good knowledge
of road-bui<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>