
January 18, 1972 

Hanuel Ruiz 
u.s. Commission on Civil Rights 
704 So. Spr i ng St. 
Los Angeles, CA. 90014 

Dear Nr. Ruiz: 

On Friday, Janu!1ry 14, 1972, a disturbance occurred at Sweetwater Union 
High School in National City, California. The basic causes are men's 
age-old problems of bi~ otry 1 prejudice and rncism. 121closed are past 
articles that will show a continual pattern of "institutional racism" in 
the gove~ning instituti ons of the South Bay Area. 

- ~f-

The South Bay Area has a large concentration of Chicano's whose civil 
m d God given rights have continually been violated. State and Federal 
monies which h a ve been e armarked to meet deep-rooted problems, have found 
their way into half-baked, paternalistic programs. 

Time after time we have met with various governing officials in good 
faith and have pointed out gross inequities and injustices (to prevent 
such incidents as th e Sweetwater disturbance} only to see them discarded. 
We no longer have faith in the racist institutions that govern here and 
are asking t hat you conduct an immediate and +horour)l investigati un into 
the continual violati on of Chicano's civil rights in bmplo-yment, Education, 
Social Programs, Immigration, Police Community Relations, and Civil Right 
Compliance Laws. 

Sincerely yours, 

Herman Baca 
Y~PA County Director 

HB/nm 

Enclosure 

* See the attached sheet of Chicano Population in San Diego County. 
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Originals: Philip Montez 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 

Eddie Cano 
Dept of Health, Ed. & Welfare 

Don Iv1orales 
Dept. of Health, Ed. & iJelfare 
Washington, D.C. 

Dr. Wilson Riles 
Superintendent of ED. 

Manuel Ruiz 
Uas. Comm. on Civil Righ 

Jo.:m Mitchell 
u.s. Attorney General 
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SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Edward M. Brand. Ed. D. 
Superintendent 

July 14, 1999 

Marsha J. Lindsey 
Area Vice President 
External Affairs 
Pacific Bell 

Office of the Superintendent • 1130 Fifth Avenue • Chula Vista, CA 91911-2896 
(619) 691-5555 • FAX (619) 498-1997 

101 West Broadway, Suite 1440 
San Diego, CA 92101 

Dear Marsha: 

P.Ol 

It was nice to meet with you last month. I am sorry to be so late in writing this letter; however, with the end of the year activities in our school district, you can appreciate all the things that are happening. 

I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate how appreciative we arc that Pacific Bell is willing to assist us in a variety of functions. As I understand it, Pacific Bell is currently interested in the digital divide that exists between those that have access to technology and a large percentage of those that do not. As you are aware, National City and other areas within Sweetwater Union High School District, have some of the poorest families in San Diego County. Because of this, we have been working closely to assist them in improving their technology c-:t.nabilities. Attached is a proposal to improve the digital divide problem by distributing laptop computers to our students, similar to what we do with textbooks. 

Furthermore, we discussed the school bond effort that will probably be on the March 2000 ballot. Scott Alevy, who does an outstanding job for Pacific Bell, has always been supportive of public education; specifically. the Sweetwater district. Mr. Alevy has agreed to assist us in sharing this important endeavor. We would appreciate additional assistance from you by providing Pacific Bell employees in our area with specialized information regarding the importance of the school bond passage. Additionally, we are seeking to raise approximately $300,000 in private contributions to help us run the campaign once the board makes the final determination. Any help Pacific Bell could provide in this important area would be greatly appreciated. A conunittce known as the Sweetwater Conunittee for Quality Education has been established. (A tax ID number is also available.) The mailing address to send donations is P.O. Box 6236, Chula Vista, CA 91909-6236. Your as~stance in helping us raise $50,000 in this critical area would be greatly appreciated. 

In addition, we talked about the importance of school-to-work and how Pacific Bell might allow some of our students to participate in internship programs. Because of our corporate development 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

October 6, 2000 

Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association 
C/o Mr. Tim Bittle 
92111 th Street 
Suite 1201 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Mr. Bittle: 

I have been unsuccessful in my attempts to contact you by phone, so let me thank you for the 

information that you forwarded. You state in your letter, that in regards to my response there is a 

discrepancy in the August 21, 2000 San Diego Union article, "Property owners who already pay 

Mello-Roos taxes for new schools ... would be exempt from paying for the bond and will not be able 

to vote." 

Let me state that there is no discrepancy, the article is addressing the voting requirements in the 

Santee school district election, and not the Sweetwater Union Hi2h School District. Please reread 

the article and my letter, as we would like for your association to reconsider addressing the 

question(s) and issues below to determine if you can provide us with any legal assistance: 

• Under what legal statues or laws can districts like SWUHSD (proposition BB) manipulate an 

election outcome by granting rebates or bribes to attempt to procure the required 66 2/3% for 

passage? 

• How can school districts disenfranchise voters as was the case in the 1997 SWUHSD'S election 

and the upcoming November 2000 election (see above article) in Santee, California? 

• Also how can poorer areas of a district (as in the SWUHSD upcoming election) be forced legally 

to shoulder the entire finanical burden of a bond when Mello-Roos (the proposed Otay Mesa) 

areas which are supposedly excluded (and will pay no taxes) receive finanical benefit from those 

taxes? 

Once again, thank you in advance for any assistance that the Howard Jarvis Taxpayer 

Association can provide us. 

CC. Attorney Daniel Marshall 
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project, we have some transportation available to students. This would allow them to be placed in 
areas outside the Sweetwater district. Any effort in this important area would also be appreciated. 

We also discussed the idea of utilizing some of your employees to assist us with projects at our 
school sites. I am attaching a list of Sweetwater district schools, including addresses and phone 
numbers. Please provide me with a list of those employees who would be willing to help us. If you 
would also include their first, second, and third school preference, we will attempt to accommodate 
them. 

Lastly, we are a school district that has been a long time advocate of increasing parental involvement 
to maximize student achievement. To that end, we have utilized the Parent Institute as a way of 
helping parents become more familiar with the public school settings, and to be better advocates for 
their own children. It costs approximately $5,000 per school to undertake this important endeavor. 
Any assistance that you could provide in sponsoring one or more schools within the district would be 
greatly appreciated. We tend to get a new group of parents every two to three years, as their 
students matriculate through our system. 

Marcia, I cannot thank you enough for all that you have done for the Sweetwater district and your 
commitment to making the South Bay an important part of the Pacific Bell family. I also want to 
congratulate you and the San Antonio Spurs on their resent world championship. I am sure that 1999 
and 2000 will be an outstanding year for both Pacific Bell and the Sweetwater district. I look 
forward to hearing from you soon. 

Edward M. Brand, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

EB:dh 
Encl. 

• 
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231 Market Place 

Suite 235 
San Ramon, CA 94583 

(Voice) 800-827-1466 

(Fax) 800-827-1046 
brad@communityopinion.com 

To: Dr Edward Brand, Superintendent 

Sweetwater Union High School District 

Fax: 

Phone: 

Re: Survey results 

From: 

Pages: 

Date: 

CC: 

0 Urgent 0 ForReview 0 Please Comment 

The Center1for 
Community Opinion 

Brad Senden 

Marcia Allington 

-
5 -T 

07/22/99 

0 Please Reply 0 Please Recycle 

In this memo we present you with our observations and conclusions based on the results of 

600 telephone interviews with registered voters in the Sweetwater Union High School District. 

In addition, 86 oversample interviews were completed with voters living inside the District 

CFD to make sure that opinion in this region of the District could be more accurately assessed. 

All interviews were completed between Jw1e 16 and 22, 1999. The margin of error for the 

· results of the common questions included in the questimmaire ranges from +/-2.5% to +/-

3.9%, depending on the response level to a particular question (i.e. the margin of error is 

higher for those questions where the response divides evenly at 50% vs. 50% and lower when 

the response is 70% vs. 30%). For all split sample questions, the margin of error ranges from 

+/-3.5% to +/-6.9%. 

1. Voters do 

a. Without information, a bond proposal would only be supported by a 

simple majority. Before specific information about the District's needs err 
the cost of a school bond were presented to those interviewed, the 

following question was asked in order to measure the uninformed base of 

support for a bond proposal: The Sweetwater Union High Schoof District 
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may place a bond measure on the ballot that would increase property 

taxes to raise the funds needed to rehabilitate existing junior and senior 

high school buildings. Would you favor or oppose such a proposal? In 

response to this questions, 52.8% said they .would favor a bond proposal, 

41.7% said they would oppose it and 5.1% were undecided. 

b. Information about the District's needs increases the level of support 

for a bond and dramatically reduces opposition to such a proposal. 

After those being interviewed were provided with information about ways 

in which bond funds might be spent, each person was asked the following 

question: Now that you have heard some information about the proposed 

bond measure in the Sweetwater Union High School District, I want to see 

if this information has changed your opinion. Would you favor or oppose 

a school bond measure that would increase local property taxes to raise 

the funds needed to rehabilitate existing juhior and senior high school 

buildings. In response, 64.1% said they would favor the bond, 29.9% 

opposed and 5.7% remained undecided. 

c. At the end of the interview, the following detailed statement was read 

and each individual interviewed was asked again if they would favor 

or oppose a school bond in the Sweetwater Union High School 

District. 

TJze middle, junior and senior high schools in the Sweetwater Union High 

School District are old. Most are more than 30 years old and in need of 

rehabilitation if they are to continue to serve the community. Deteriorating 

buildings, antiquated plumbing, aging sewers, worn out heating and 

ventilating units and out-dated electrical systems must be replaced. In 

addition, the District must build additional classrooms in order to reduce 

severe overcrowding. The state will not provide the District with all of the 

funds needed to rehabilitate these schools without local matching funds. Only 

by asking local voters to approve a school bond can the needed funds be 

raised. 

Thinking about this statement, I want to ask you again if you would favor 

or oppose the local school bond proposal being considered by the 

Sweetwater Union High School District. 

Presentation of this statement of the District's needs increases the level of 

support to 70% with 25.8% opposed and 4.2% undecided. Therefore, it is 

feasible to place a bond proposal before voters in the District as long as 

the District is confident that local voters will be fully informed by a ' 

citizens' campaign in support of a school bond. Lacking such information, 

the results of this survey also indicate that a bond proposal would fail to 

achieve the required supermajority. 
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2. A cost of $37 per $100,000 of assessed value is too high. The survey included 

three key tests of this tax rate. It fails two of these three tests and therefore we do 

not recommend that a rate this high be attempted. Using the results of each of the 

tests of this tax rate and the tax tolerance trend linejnformation collected 

elsewhere in the survey, we recommend the cost of the bond be set no higher than 

an annual average of $29 per $100,000 of assessed value. 

3. In addition to failing two of the three key tests of a tax rate of $37 per 

$100,000, there are four demographic characteristics which reinforce our 

conclusion that the rate be set at less than $37 per $100,000 value. In each of 

the following comments, the response to Question 53 in the survey is used as a 

guide to voter reaction to a cost of $3 7 per $100,000. This reaction is to a specific 

cost in a very information rich environment. 

• Page 3 

a. After presentation of the detailed statement_:ofthe District's needs and the 

fact that the bond would cost $37 per $1 00;000 of assessed value, the level 

of support among non-parents only reached 64.4% with 30.2% opposed 

and 5% undecided. Based on the demographic study of the District 

completed before the survey was completed, parents only represent 25% 

of the registered voters in the District. 

b. If we define frequent voters as those who have voted in at least four of the 

last five opportunities to vote, presentation of a cost of $3 7 per $100,000 

only achieved a 60% level of support 1
• Although these voters represent 

less than 20% of all registered voters, they will participate in any bond 

election held in the District and their reaction to the cost of a bond must be 

considered. 

c. The level of support among voters who are both non-Hispanic and non

Asian (i.e. voters with no ethnic coding in the voter file) for a cost of$37 

per $100,000 was 63.7% with 31.5% opposed and 4.6% undecided2
• 

These voters represent 63.9% of all registered voters. 

d. At a cost of $3 7 per $100,000, there is a significant difference in the level 

of support among male and female voters. Although female voters give 

this cost a 71.6% level of support, only 65 .5% of male voters supported 

this high a cost. The reaction of male voters needs to be considered as a 

final tax rate is set due to the fact that any citizens' campaign in support of 

a bond must be able to count on support from both genders. 

1 Among 5 of 5 voters, the level of support for $37 per $100,000 was 60.4% and among 4 of 5 voters it 

was 59.4% . 

, 

2 Support for a tax rate of $3 7 per $100,000 is strongest among Hispanic voters (80.5% favored this tax 

rate) and weakest among Asian voters (42.9% favored this tax rate). 
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4. There is a strong, positive response to a number of the basic needs faced by 

the school district. The survey presented thirteen areas where bond funds 

might be used and asked each individual whether each item made them more 

likely or less likely to support a school bond for the SUHSD. More than two

thirds of respondents stated that they would be more likely to 

ofthe ects. 

Ten of the proposed projects in the survey made more than. 70% of those 

interviewed more likely to vote for a bond. These proposed projects included: 

replacing aging portable classrooms, upgrading fire alanns, public address 

systems and other campus safety features, modernizing and upgrading school 

libraries, modernizing and expanding school libraries, providing additional 

classrooms to relieve overcrowding, modernizing and upgrading science labs, 

rewiring classrooms to provide students with better access to computers and 

technology, replacing old heating systems with new, energy efficient systems, 

replacing old ventilating and air conditioning systems with new, energy 

·~ fficient systems, and fixing leaks in local school buildings. 

b. Two other proposed projects made more than two-thirds but less than 70% of 

those interviewed more likely to support a bond proposal. These included: 

rehabilitating each of the middle, junior, and senior high schools in the 

District, and replacing doors and locks. 

5. Election ti in the SUHSD. Support for a ts strongest among 

those least likely to vote in an off cycle November election (like the November, 1999, 

election) or special election. The reaction of frequent voters was discussed above in 

reaction to a bond cost of$37 per $100,000. Less than 60% of these frequent voters 

expressed support for a bond following the presentation of a statement of the District's 

needs. Among less frequent voters (those who have voted in three or fewer of the last 

five elections), 75% said they would support a bond. Both the primary and general 

election ballots in 2000 will bring more of these voters to the polls. In placing a bond 

proposal on one of these ballots, however, the District must make sure that a citizens' 

campaign in support ofthe bond is capable of providing detailed information about the 

District's needs to all likely voters. Without information, even the community's least 

frequent voters will not provide the District with the supermajority required for 

passage of a bond. 

6. Support for a bond in the District's CFD is lower than in the rest of the District 

The voters living inside the District's existing CFD were identified in the voter file 

from which the san1ple was taken. To increase the accuracy of the ability of the 

survey to measure voter opinion in the CFD, oversample interviews were completed 

among these voters. The result allows us to separate voter opinion inside and outside 

the CFD area. Inside the CFD, only 65.5% said they would support a bond following 

the presentation of the statement of the District's needs (with 31.9% opposed and 2.6% 

undecided). Outside the CFD, 70.9% said they would support a bond following the 

• Page 4 
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presentation of the same information (with 24.6% opposed and 4.6% w1decided). 

There is a similar difference in the level of support measured inside and outside the 

CFD in response to each of the questions where voters were asked if they would favor 

or oppose a bond in the SUHSD . 

, 
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Telephone 
(619) 696-9913 

Dr. Ed -Brand 
Superintendent 

Laura D. Romano 
. Attorney at Law 

1901 First Avenue, Suite 182 
San Diego, California 92101 

December 10, 1999 

Swee~water~nion High School District 
1130 Fifth Avenue 
Chula Vista, CA 91911 

Re: Registering Students to Vote on Campus 

Dear Dr. Brand: 

~ CONFIDENTIAL~ 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT 

COMMUNICATION 

A non-profit organization not affiliated with the District 
is supporting the District's upcoming bond measure. This 
organization has District students as members and would like to 
enlist those student members to set up tables to register 
eligible students to vote. The voter registration_ tables would 
be set up before and after school and during lunch time and 
manned by student members of the organization. This letter will 
provide a very brief analysis regarding whether school sites may 
allow students to set up tables to register other students to 
vote. 

CONCLUSION 

Students may set up tables to register eligible persons to 
vote before and after school and during lunch, however, it is 
important that the schools ensure that the students are not 
urging support of the ballot measure. at the voter registration 
tables. The non-profit organization may not use ~he sch~Ql a.~ ~ 

forum to support the upcoming bond election. There must he -no : 
literature urging the support (or defeat) of the ballot measure 
on campus, however factual information presenting both sides of 
the ballot measure may be provided. 

DISCUSSION 

Education Code section 7054 prohibits the use of school 
district funds, services, supplies or equipment to urge the 
support or defeat of any ballot measure or candidate and provides 
that violation of that section is a misdemeanor or felony 
punishable by imprisonment or a fine. Merely registering people 
to vote on campus would not in itself be an improper use of 

HI , . . , 

' ·-
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Sweetwater Union High School District 
Student Support Services 
1130 Fifth Avenue Chula Vista CA 91911 

Student Support Services: 691-5564 
Student Welfare & Attendance: 691-5596 
Safe School Programs: 585-6265 
FAX: 427-3819 

DATE: 

TO: 

MEMORANDUM 

February 22, 2000 

Directors 
Principals 

Department Heads 
Coordinators 1 ,v 

7 ~:' I !,'-

FROM: Earl Wiens, Director -f/t C.: , 

Student Support Services l / 

RE: NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 

After our most recent Coordinated Compliance Review (CCR) the district was found to 

be in non-compliance because we did not include the correct "Non-discrimination" 

statement in our documents. In addition, we were not consistent in placing that 

statement on our documents. Therefore, below you will find the statement that is to be 

used and comes direct! y from board policy # 2224. 
FOR ENGLISH DOCUMENTS 

"The Sweetwater Union High School District does not discriminate with regard to sex, race, religion, color, 

national origin, ancestrylethnicity, marital or parental status, age, physical or mental disability, sexual 
orientation or any other unlawful consideration. 

SUHSD Administrative Policy #2224" 
FOR SPANISH DOCUMENTS 
"Sweetwater Union High School District, proveerti acceso a sus servicios, actividades, clases y programas, o 

en Ia contratacion o reclutamiento, avance de personal, no discrimina en cuanto a genero(sexo), raza, color, 

religion, origen nacional, ascendencia, etnia, estado civil o paternal o maternal, edad, discapacidadfisica o 

mental, orientacion sexual o cualquier otra consideracion ilegal. 

El Distrito cumplirti con todas las [eyes estatales y federates que prohiben Ia discriminacion. 
SUHSD Politica Administrativa #2224" 

Documents needing the non·d~scrirnination statement include: Personnel (ie. items 

distributed to the public, applications, recruiting flyers etc.) rules, and calendars, 

materials mailed to parents by sites and district departments including: flyers, codes 

of conduct, surveys, newsletters (except individual or single letters or memos), 

information distributed to students (i.e. rules, handbooks, registration packets, 

pamphlets, reports to outside agencies). 

:eh 
c: Supertintendent 

Area Superintendents 
Assistant Superintendents 
Chief Finance Officer 

"The Sweetwater Union High School District does not discriminate with regard to sex, race, religion, color, 

national origin, ancestry/ethnicity, marital or parental status, age, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation 

or any other unlawful consideration. 
SUHSD Administrative Policy #2224" 



webCOMBO webmail: "Re: E-mail Addresses" Page 1 0f 1 

1ebcornbo 
·' 

Home : Residential Services : webCOMBO webmail 

Me~saot< 11 of 1~ 
From: AJ ehew@aol.com 

p~rr@suhsd.k12.ca.us , jgodfrey@_,dc~e . k12 . ca.us, t lasta44@sdcoe.k12.ca.u .... , 
arlie.ricas ~~suhsd.kL.!.ca.JJs, bdragon@suhsd.k12.ca.us b;bgrie~I)@Ci.irwinda iE 
bwi lson@wilsonins• ra,· ce.com, ebrand@: . h d 2.n.us, 
reg.sandoval@suhsd.kl2.ca.us, jim.cart nill@suhsd.k12.ca.us, 

jdol"linguez@sur sd.k12.ca. us, lprovencio@suhsd.k12.ca.us, MarkBaca@web m 
UH77@aol.co'l1, rkastelic@suh~d.lr12.ca.us, ~cot\..alvey@pactel.com 

Date: Men, 14 Feb 2000 13:05:59 EST 
Sutje ·t: RE'· E-mail Add\esses 

This i<> helpful. Th nks. I wan .. to make a sug<3estion that we amend th<:'! namE 
o~ this commit~ee when the proposition letter ib assigned to include "YES on 
Proposition 'X'". I also thinK .. e shoulc1 limit the scope/focus of the 
comm•ttee name to reflect what this neasure is ~out - scho0l~/school 
buildinjs. "Quality F-:iucation" is not only too broad, but invites debate on 
a wh< ... le range of ot:her issues. Wo::: wrnt to under p.._Qmise and over deliver! 
Amending is a simp.t.e t.1ing to do and should be d .. me before we mov~ into any 
sig ,ificant lev~l of c'wmunication/production. This will not affect what ha 
already .Jeer: created f~r fundrai .sing fforts. 

Sincerely, Ariane 

© 1994-99, webCOMBO . All rights rt . .trved . 

- - --r ··· . ------ -- .. --- - - ----·-- --· -o- - - - - .. -- ··- - --· -c:::T* 
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SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
PLANNING & FACILITIES 

ANDREW B. CAMPBELL 

January 20, 2000 

Mr. Mark Baca 
1412 East 14th Street 
National City CA 91950 

Dear Mr. Baca: 

On behalf of the Sweetwater Union High School District Board of Trustees, Superintendent Dr. Edward 
Brand, and Sweetwater High School Principal Mr. Ralph Mora, you are cordially invited to participate with 
us on a team that will provide guidance to staff and consultants for the modernization of Sweetwater High 
School. 

You have been asked to participate in this important effort because of your interest and involvement in 
Sweetwater High School. Although a school modernization bond will not be on the election ballot until 
November 2000, this preliminary planning work is a necessary first step in planning the needed facility 
improvements. A tremendous lead time is involved in planning the improvements, programming, 
designing the details, and gaining the necessary building permits. On January 29, 2000, the Board of 
Trustees will consider authorizing staff to commence the detailed planning effort, as we cautiously are 
optimistic that a bond effort can be successful in the fall. We believe that beginning the programming 
portion now will allow the district to "jump start" this long planning process which could ultimately assist 
the district in obtaining state funding. 

We ask that you attend three programming meetings with district staff and our architect. The first meeting 
will be held on Thursday, February 10, 2000 at 4:30p.m. in the library/media center at Sweetwater High 
School. The two follow-up meetings will be scheduled during the initial meeting. 

We look forward to your attendance and participation. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Assistant Superintendent 

Planning & Facilities 

ABC/sl 

1130 FIFTH AVENUE • CHULA VISTA • CALIFORNIA • 91911 
(619) 691-5553 (619) 420-0339 (Fax) 



SWEETW ATER UNION HIGH S C HOOL DISTRICT, 1130 FIFTH AVENUE • (HULA VISTA, (A 91911 • (619) 691 - 5500 

Hilltop High Wins Prestigious 
Countywide Academic Decathlon 

blil!!!~ _.___ Interstate 8 has 

earned the title. 
The closest the 
Sweetwater 
District came 
was in 1996 when 
Bonita Vista 
High took third. 

Hilltop's Academic Decathlon winners are honored. With them are Adviser Virginia 
Martinez, Board Member Arlie Ricasa and Principal Jerry Rindone. 

Adding to the 
district 's 
achievements, 
Castle Park came 
in 1Oth to round 
out the top 10 
teams for the For the first time in the 

17-year history of the 
challenging Academic 
Decathlon, a Sweetwater 
District school-Hilltop 
High-swept through 10 
rigorous academic events to 
take the decathlon title. 

The nine-member student 

INSIDE ••• 
2 Summer Academy Program 

Parent Survey 

team led by teacher Virginia 
Martinez beat out 
powerhouses like Torrey 
Pines, La Jolla and Orange 
Glen high schools that have 
dominated the competition 
in years past. In fact, 
Hilltop's win is the first 
time any school south of 

county. 
"This is a thrill," Martinez 

said. "The students have 
been studying hard all year. 
To say that we are all proud 
of them is really an 
understatement. 
see p. 7 Hilltop High Wins 

Traditional Summer School 
Slated for June 26-August 10 

3 Sweetwater Pact with SDSU 
4 Summer Learning Strategies 

PTA Council 

Traditional summer school will be held at six sites 
this year from June 26 through Aug. 10. Chula Vista 
Middle, Southwest Junior and Granger Junior will have 
classes for grade levels 7, 8, and 9. Bonita Vista High, 
Castle Park High and Mar Vista High will offer classes 
for grades 1 0, 11 , and 12. 5 Calendar Notes 

Meeting Schedule 
6 Student Board Member 

Waterfront High Academy 
8 New Otay Ranch School 

Bond Update 
9 New Technology Tool 

Math Field Day Competition 
10 Governor Expected 

at Summit 

Para recibir esta publicaci6n en 
espanol, llame ai691-SSOO. 

During the summer session, students may take core 
classes in math and English. They can also complete 
required classes-like health and science at the middle 
school level and health and communications at the high 
school level. Completing these classes enables students 
to schedule elective courses or extra-curricular 
activities during the regular year. 

A high school marine science course will be 
available at Castle Park High. Students will be 
transported to the Chula Vista Nature Center and will 
receive four hours of elective credit toward high school 
graduation. 
see p. 7 Traditional Summer School 

Sweetwater 
Wins Through 
Partnerships 

In Sweetwater, innovative 
partnerships are making 
limited resources go farther 
and work harder. 
The district is a 
cutting-edge 
example of going 
beyond traditional 
thinking to 
anticipate and 
address both 
student and 
community needs. 

Superintendent 
Ed Brand, Ed.D. 

The library/media center 
at Eastlake High is a premier 
example of how all 
stakeholders benefit from 
successful partnerships. 
Through a joint-use 
agreement, the City of Chula 
Vista and the Sweetwater 
District share facility, staffing 
and inventory costs for an 
on-campus library open to the 
public. 

Students gain by having 
immediate access to a more 
comprehensive collection of 
books, software and media 
materials than the average 
school can typically provide. 

The arrangement allows the 
city to expand library services 
and literacy activities for 
residents in the high-growth 
areas of Chula Vista without 
having to undertake facility 
construction. 

And Eastlake High benefits 
from greater community 
involvement and support. 

This collaboration has 
caught statewide attention
earning a prestigious Golden 

see p. 7 Sweetwater Wins 



Please Tell Us 
What You Think ... 

The goal of this newsletter is to keep you 
informed about what's happening in the 
district and the issues that affect your 
student. Your input will help determine the 
kinds of information included in next year's 
newsletters. Please take a moment to 
complete and return the three short survey 
questions below or contact the parent 
editors with your feedback. 

Earl Jentz- 420-7635 
Parent at Bonita Vista High 

Nora Hanson - 656-3900 
Parent at Bon ita Vista High 

Maggie Pereyra - 428-2806 
Parent at Castle Park High 

Gloria Jouan - 420-7490 
Parent at Chula Vista High 

Glenn Berger- 421-0465 
Parent at Mar Vista High 

Dennis Williams - 656-6098 
Parent at Eastlake High 

What are your thoughts about the current 
format? 

What kinds of articles/information would 
you like to see? 

Do you have any other suggestions for 
next year? 

Please return written survey responses to: 
Earl Jentz, Parent Editor 
397 Third Avenue, Suite A 
Chula Vista, 91910 
jentzearl.aol.com 
or 
Sweetwater Grants and Communications 
1130 Fifth Avenue 
Chula Vista, CA 91911 
l.leopold@suhsd.k12.ca.us 
(Can be forwarded through your school's office) 

2 PARENT to PAREN T 

Summer Academy 
Pilot Programs 

The Sweetwater District is 
beginning a Summer 
Academy pilot program this 
year to both help and evaluate 
students who are at ri sk of 
being held back. As detailed 
in our last issue, the di strict 
substantiall y toughened future 
promotion and graduation 
requirements last July. 

Summer Academy pilot 
programs will be held for 
Chula Vista Middle 7th and 
sth grade students and 
Southwest Junior 7th and s th 
grade students. Southwest 
High will have a Summer 
Academy pilot program fo r 
thei r gth graders. 

Students will be se lected 
fo r thi s support program if 
their last SAT9 math or 
reading scores are below the 
23 rd percentile. Students 
receiving reg istrat ion 
information are expected to 

attend. 
The Summer Academy 

pilot programs will 
concentrate on reading and 
math . Students will be tested 
in these areas at the beginning 
and end of the Summer 
Academy. Teachers for these 
programs are being spec ially 
tra ined and selected, and the 
class size will be limi ted to a 
max imum of 25 students. 
Each classroom will have an 
instructional a ide or a 
classroom tutor. The Summer 
Academy pilot programs will 
ru n from June 26 th rough 
Aug. 10. 

If Summer Academy pilot 
programs are successful , 
efforts will be made to 
expand these activities during 
the fo llowing school year. 



Sweetwater District Class of 2006 Has 
Admissions Pact with SDSU 

Students representing three elementary school districts participate in "Compact for Success" with 
key players from Sweetwater, SDSU and the Ellis Foundation. 

Compact for Success: 
The Guaranteed Admission/ 

Guaranteed Tuition pilot program 
ensures admiss ion to SDSU for 
students who reach specified 
benchmarks, starting in seventh 
grade. Parents and students will sign 
a contract that outlines their 
responsibilities. 

For students who meet benchmarks 
but can't afford college, the 
program's tuition guarantee kicks in. 
A $500,000 scholarship fund from 
the Elli s Foundation, headed by 
fom1er Sweetwater District graduate 
Michael Ellis, wi ll pay the way for 

those meeting financial need criteria. 
At the announcement ceremony, 

El li s told student representatives they 
are a va luab le asset that the 
community can not afford to lose. 

"We could have the cure fo r cancer 
right here," he said, " but if all of you 
don 't have the opportunity for a 
college education, we could miss 
out. " 

Calling the agreement the onl y one 
of its kind in the nation , Sweetwater 
Superintendent Ed Brand said the 
project goes a long way in raising 
students' expectations. "The Class 
of 2006 is going to set their sights 

fo r col lege, and we're 
going to support their 
ach ievement every step 
of the way." 

As part of their 
commitment, Sweetwater 
and SDSU have pledged 
tutoring and other 
ass i ranee to help the 
Class of 2006 meet their 
benchmarks. 

Sweetwater's Board 
President Greg Sandoval 

Michael Ellis presents $500,000 check to Sweetwater Board said he expects the 
President Greg Sandoval. 

Sporting Future 
SDSUAztec 
T-shirts, 
a dozen 
incoming 
seventh 
graders
representing 
Sweetwater 
District's 
Class of 2006-
witnessed an 
agreement 
that will 
guarantee 
evety member 
of their class 
admission to 
San Diego State 
University. 
On behalf of 
more than 
5,000 of their 
classmates, 
the students 
helped SDSU 
President 
Stephen 
Weber, 
Sweetwater 
Superintendent 
Ed Brand and 
Michael Ellis, 
head of 
the Ellis 
Foundation, 
announce the 
new partner
ship at a March 
Bceremony 
at Hilltop 
Middle 
School. 

program to ensure a more 
diverse group of district 
students are university-bound. 
"College is the currency for 
success in the future. This 
program will provide the skills 
needed so all students can cash 
in on the opportunities a 
college education affords ." 

San Diego State University 
President Stephen Weber 
added that the pilot program 
will help students work 
through any obstacles to 
higher education. "We're 
holding out our hand to these 
students and saying if you 

Sweetwater Superintendent Ed Brand (L) 
and SDSU President Stephen Weber sign 
the historic agreement. 

work hard and meet the 
requirements, we promise to 
have a place for you at 
SDSU." 

Parents and students can 
expect a complete packet of 
infom1ation on The Compact 
for Success: Guaranteed 
Admission/Guaranteed Tuition 
Program sometime during the 
summer. 

PARENT to PARENT 3 
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Sweetwater 
Secondary 
Council PTA 

It's a busy time for PTA in the 
Sweetwater Secondary Council. Our 
units are busy with their various 
activities. Hilltop High is getting a 
website set up for their PTA and 
working on organizing a safe 
After-Prom for their students. 

Bonita Vista High set up another 
beautiful Artsfest activity day in 
March. Bonita Vista Middle is 
following up a successful Book Fair 
with plans for the Artsfest and 
annual Campus Clean-up in April. 

We are working toward 
nominating our new boards for next 
year and planning for our year 
ahead. The PTA is a wonderful way to 
get involved in your child's school 
and get to know other parents and 
teachers as well. Think about saying 
yes when someone calls you to 
volunteer. 

Don't know how to do a 
certain job? - Our Council is here 
to help train you for PTA positions. 

Please call us- We are looking 
forward to the PTA State 
Convention, May 4-7 in Long Beach. 

Interested in starting a PTA 
program at your school? -
Call Nora Hanson 
at 656-3900. 

Find out more about PTA, by 
going to their website: 

California State PTA 
<www.capta.org> 
and 
National PTA 
<www.pta.org>. 

4 PARENT to PARENT 

Parents Find Summer Learning 
Strategies for Students 

Summer provides a well-deserved break 
from a year of hard school work, but 
students' education need not end in June. 
With a more relaxed timeline, summer 
vacation is also the perfect opportunity to 
get a jump on the new school year. 

READ, READ AND READ 
SOME MORE: Summer is a 
great time to practice reading skills 

with books 
students want to 
read. Watch 
improvement 
through a 
reading log that 
chronicles the 
number, and 

difficulty, of books read. Start a 
Parent/Child book club with your 
teens. Set aside a family reading 
time. Hold conversations about 
shared experiences. Tell stories 
about the family and its history. Set 
up centers in your home for: game 
playing (Scrabble, dominoes, etc.), 
doing puzzles, working on an 
ongoing family project. Visit the 
local public libraries, which always 
schedule special summer programs. 

VACATION EDUCATION: 
Build sk ill s through map reading, 
charting the trip before departure, 
creating lists of items needed in 

advance of departure, 
observing scenery 
while driving in the 
car, writing and 
sending postcards and 
letters about the 
experience (to others 

and to themselves), assembling a 
scrapbook of the trip and watching 
for vocabulary words along the way. 

HOME·GROWN 
LEARNING: Plant a vegetable 
garden, install a bird feeder and 
identify the birds, start a 

collection-perhaps shells, seeds, 
leaves or flowers. Read the Quest 
section of the San 
Diego 
Union-Tribune on 
Wednesdays for 
what's coming in 
the sky that week 
and spend time 
with a star chart 
watching the skies. As a family, hold 
a stock market competition for the 
summer-pick a stock, chart its 
progress , compare at the end of the 
summer and plan a fantasy activity 
with the fantasy profits. 

TV AS A FAMILY 
ACTIVITY: In a drama, identify 
the main character, decide on 

conflicts faced 
by the main 
character, and 
determine the 
purpose of the 
show. Watch the 
news on various 

channels during the summer and rate 
them as a family. Assemble a list of 
vocabulary words to post on the 
refrigerator and learn together. 

NEW SUMMER 
HANDBOOK FOR 
PARENTS: A whole host of 
additional ideas will be part of a new 
summer handbook that will be ready 

for distribution to 
parents by the end 
of May. Copies 
will be available 
through your 
student's school or 
by calling the 

district 's Curriculum and Instruction 
office at 6 I 9-691 -55 86. 



il 
jl 

Parents Welcome ... 
In addition to the various opportunities that parents and community members have at 

every school to become involved in the ducational process, the Sweetwater District 

offers everyone-especially parents-the chance to participate in any of the District 

Advisory Committees (DACs) . 

• If you wish to participate, time 
commitment is two hours each month. 

• Meetings are open to the public. Guests 
are welcome. 

• If you wish to join any of the DACs and 
represent your school, please contact 

Board of Trustees 
District Office Board Room 
691-5500 

Curriculum & Instruction (C&I) 
District Advisory Committee 
District Office Room AlB 
691-5586 

District Language Learners 
(DELAC) Advisory Committee 
District Office Room AlB 
585-7804 

GATE/SBCP 
District Advisory Committee 
Categorical Office 
466 Moss St., CV 
691-5840 

Parent Advisory Committee 
District Office Room AlB 
691-5555 

Special Abilities Cluster 
Parent Meeting 
District Office Board Room 
691-5590 

Special Education District 
Advisory Committee 
District Office Board Room 
691-5590 

Special Education Parent 
Information Night 
District Office Board Room 
691-5590 

Distinguished Lecturer Series 
Gifted & Talented Education (GATE) 
Hilltop High Cafeteria 
555 Claire Ave., CV 
691-5840 

your school principal or the district 
department in charge of your chosen 
committee. 

• Spanish interpretation is provided at 
most meetings. 

May 18 7 PM- end 
June 13 7 PM- end 

May 22 6:30 - 8:30 PM 

May 31 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
June 28 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

May 8 6:30 - 8:30 PM 
June 12 6:30 - 8:30 PM 

May 23 6:30 - 8:30 PM 
June 20 6:30 - 8:30 PM 

May 11 6:30 - 8:30 PM 

June 6 6 - 7 PM 

June 6 7-9 PM 

May9 7 PM- end 

Note: The district office (also known as the administration center) is located at 1130 Fifth Avenue 
in Chula Vista. Meeting dates are subject to change. Please call in advance to confirm meeting 
time and location. 

SCIENCE FAIR NEWS 
Just over 100 students 

from 11 Sweetwater schools 
exhibited their projects at the 
District Science Fair held 
Feb. 23 at Hilltop High. 
Participation exceeded 
expectations, and 
68 students were 
chosen to proceed 
on to the Greater 
San Diego Science 
and Engineering Fair 
competition in Balboa 
Park April 12. The 
number of district entries in 
the San Diego competition has 
nearly doubled from last year. 

Congratulations to all the 
students who participated and 
to the teachers and parents 
who supported them. Also, 
congratulations and thank 
you to the district's science fair 
organizer-Steve Rodecker. 

The Greater San Diego 
Science Fair exhibits and 
awards were on display in 
Balboa Park April 13 - 15 for 
grades seven through 12. 

DISTINGUISHED 
LECTURER SERIES 
The Distinguished Lecturer 
Series is free and available to 
parents, staff, students and 
community members. The 
speakers are educational 
experts from around the 
country. The focus is on gifted 
and talented education, 
instruction in the mixed 
ability classroom and 
surviving and thriving during 
adolescence. For more 
information call 691-5840. 
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Micha Suarez, Making a Difference for Students 
Sitting as a student representative on 

the Board of Trustees is the fulfillment 
of a dream Micha Suarez 
has had since she was in 
the seventh grade. 

It was at that time that 
Micha appeared before 
the board to receive a 
science fair award. 
Inspired by seeing a 
student representative on 
the board, she vowed that 

when her time came she would be sitting 
up there too. 

Competition to be selected as the 
student representative is tough. 

' Cliula Vista Middle 
Moves Ahead 

Chula Vista Middle and 
Sweetwater District staff have been 
working hard ever since the Feb. 7 
fire that damaged 11 classrooms and 
the cafeteria. By the end of that first 
week, affected classes moved into 
new, fully furnished portable 
facilities. Chula Vista's leaders, 
businesses and residents responded 
just as quickly. 

Supplies, contributions and 
volunteered services immediately 
began pouring into the school. One 
of the latest examples is a brand new 
computer lab-with 25 high-tech 
workstations--donated by the 
Futures Foundation. 

A lot of people have been asking 
what the long-term plans for the 
school are. A committee of 
architects, parents, students and 
school and district staff are working 
together to create a detailed 
conceptual plan for modernizing the 
entire Chula Vista Middle campus. 
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Candidates must fill out an application 
and then be interviewed by a panel of 
Associated Student Body presidents and 
the current student representative. The 
interview panel then selects the new 
representative-which Micha admits is a 
difficult choice. 

"All the candidates are at the top of 
their class," said Micha, who will 
graduate from Sweetwater High this 
summer. 

As a student board member, Micha has 
been a role model for other students in 
the district. 

"Sometimes other students see 
something wrong and don't do anything 

about it because they say, 'I'm only one 
person,"' Micha said. "As a board 
member I can vote on issues. I'm an 
example that one person can make a 
difference and so can you." 

In addition to making a difference 
while sitting on the board, Micha 
encourages more students to compete to 
be the board 's student representative. 

"You really get a first-hand look at 
how the district functions ," Micha said. 
"Most students think all they need to do 
is go to school then go home and do 
homework. They don't realize there is so 
much more to school than that." 

Building Education and Careers 
on the Waterfront 

Mathematics takes on a whole new 
relevance when you 're calculating the 
amount of sheet metal, pipes and rigging 
needed to build a 950-foot ship. And 
that's what students will discover when 
Sweetwater District, the Regional 
Occupational Program and National 
Steel and Shipbuilding Company 
(NASSCO) launch a new program-the 
Waterfront Academy-slated to begin 
next fall. 

This innovative program is expected 
to bring 60-75 incoming seniors to 
NASSCO's bayfront shipbuilding 
facility for both academic classes and 
career preparation. Students will get 
hands-on training by the company's 
industry experts and will study 
academics with their Sweetwater 
teachers. 

Trades such as electrical, pipefitting, 
sheet metal , shipfitting, rigging and 
welding are part of the career academy. 

"NASSCO is looking at students in 
this program not only as our future core 
of multi-skilled artisans," said company 
President Richard Vortmann, "but also as 
the future cadre of supervisors, managers 
and engineers." 

After graduation and a six-week paid 

summer internship, graduates will be 
recruited by NASSCO and other San 
Diego waterfront employers. Those hired 
by NASSCO will be eligible for tuition 
reimbursement of up to $2,500 as they 
pursue college coursework preparing for 
professional opportunities at NASSCO. 

"The partnership is a great match," 
said Superintendent Ed Brand. 
"Sweetwater students can get their foot 
in the door for lifelong careers, and 
NASSCO can tap into a pool of young 
people to replace the company's retiring 
workforce." 

At a series of community meetings 
held recently throughout the district, 
parents received program information 
and application materials for their 
students. 

Applications are due back to program 
officials on May 8. Contact 
Sweetwater 's Career Awareness Center 
at 691-56U foJ ,nore infonnatien. 



Hilltop High Wins 
continued from p. 1 

"We are so excited about bringing this 
honor to Hilltop High and to the 
Sweetwater District." 

This year's competition drew teams 
from 38 public and private schools from 
throughout San Diego County. Students 
competed in 10 academic events. Seven 
were multiple-choice tests in music, art, 
language and literature, mathematics, 
economics, social science and Super 
Quiz. They also competed in three 

"These HiUtop 
students are 
a wonderful 
reflection 
of the great 
things 
happening 
in the 
sweetwater 
District," 
said Board 
President 
Greg sandoval. 

communications 
tests: written essays, 
speeches and oral 
interviews. 

"I know how 
difficult many of 
those test questions 
are," said Hilltop 
High Principal 
Jerry Rindone. 
"Our students' win 
is a reflection of 
many hours of 
studying and of 
their steely 

determination when 
faced with worthy competitors." 

The work by students Aaron 
Arboleda, Christopher Franco, Daniel 
Moorhead, Christopher King, Walter 
Hanau, Amanda Martinez, Jerome 

Forgy, Moises Lara and Justin Buchanan 
has made the entire district proud. 

"Their efforts and those of their 
teachers and parents who support them 
are true examples of teamwork." 

The honors continued for Hilltop 
when the team competed at the state 
Academic Decathlon March l7-l9 in 
Los Angeles. The team made a 
respectable showing for their first 
statewide competition when they 
placed in the top half of the 57 teams 
participating. 

Traditional Summer School 
continued from p. 1 

Each high school site may also offer one class each of 
Biology, Course I Math and Course II Math in an 

accelerated format over a 35-day period from June 26 
through Aug. 15. Students are eligible for these 

classes with a teacher 's recommendation. 
All summer classes are offered subject to 

enrollment and adequate staffing. Students 
should contact their regular counselor for details 
and recommendations. 

A "Rainbow Graduation" for seniors com
pleting their high school requirements during the 

summer will be held on Aug. I 0. For the 
ceremony, all graduates wear a graduation gown in 

their respective school colors. 

Sweetwater Wins 
continued from p. 1 

Bell award for the district. Through 
its Golden Bell program, the 
California School Boards Association 
recognizes exemplary and 
forward-thinking educational 
practices. 

Through another creative 
partnership, what was once the site 
of the vacant Imperial Beach 
firehouse is now home to a high-tech 
adult education campus. In 1997, 
council members unanimously 
approved a $!-per-year property lease 
for 55 years to the district, and city 
representatives participated in project 
design and construction. This new 
school in Imperial Beach makes 
state-of-the-art academic and career 
preparation available to more South 
County residents than ever before. 

Sweetwater's board of trustees has 
made community collaboration a high 
priority. The board has also supported 
enhanced student learning through 
connections with area businesses and 
postsecondary institutions. As an 
example, Southwestern College offers 
classes on-site at each of 
Sweetwater 's high school campuses. 
Students can get a head start on com
pleting college credits right at their 
home school. 

In addition, over 300 corporate 
partners contribute a wealth of 
resources-including staff, 
equipment and services-that helps 
increase achievement for all 
Sweetwater youth. 

The district's newest high school
scheduled to open on Otay Mesa in 
the year 2002-will take 
Sweetwater 's collaboration with local 
business to new heights. The school 
will host a Mission Federal Credit 
Union training center. This full
fledged operating branch will give 
students "real-world" opportunities. 

Sweetwater is committed to finding 
new ways to go above and beyond 
for our students. The district will 
continue to identify and strengthen 
partnerships that make good sense for 
both our students and the community. 
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New otay Ranch School on the Drawing Board 
For the first time in several While construction on the construction for Sweetwater. 

decades, the Sweetwater Otay Mesa schoo l is expected And unlike Otay Mesa where 
District will be building to begin this summer, the plan a performing arts center is 
two high schools review process continues for planned, the Otay Ranch 

simultaneously-in Otay the new Otay Ranch high school will have a multi-

-- Mesa and Otay Ranch. school, and construction will purpose building. Both 
Designed very commence in early 2001. schools will have a 
similarly, the two Both schools are expected gymnasium and a business 
schools each sit on SO to open in late 2002. education center. 
acres of land. Their The district is exploring The Otay Ranch high 

designs incorporate joint-use arrangements with school wil l be located south 
amenities to meet the City of Chula Vista for the of the future extension 

rigorous state academic school's library and parks, of Olympic Parkway and east 
standards. Sweetwater planning officials of Paseo Ranchero, and the 
The new schools, said. Otay Mesa school will be 

for example, will provide Both schools will have a located south of I-905 and 
additional science labs and wide range of athletic fac ilities east of Old Otay Mesa Road. 
classrooms so students can and state-of-the-art class-
meet new increased science rooms, said Katy Wright, 
requirements. director of planning and 

Aging Sweetwater Schools Face Facilities Problems 
Any homeowner dealing 

with the challenges of an 
aging home can empathize 
first-hand with the facilities 
plight of many schools. 

Throughout California, 
districts like Sweetwater are 
facing challenges-caused by 
decades-old buildings and 
burgeoning growth and 
overcrowding-that affect 
learning opportunities for 
students. 

In Sweetwater, most of the 
schools range in age from 25 
to 60 years old. Two schools 
have buildings constructed 
during Franklin Roosevelt's 
presidency as part of the 
Works Project Administration 
(WPA) program. 

The district's aging 
classrooms reflect years of use 
by the thousands of students 
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who have completed their 
education here in the South 
Bay. These outdated facilities 
complicate efforts to give 
today's students the complex 

technological preparation so 
critical to Jearn i ng in the 21 st 
century. 

Magnifying that impact is 
growth in local population 

that has stretched 
the capacity needs at most 
Sweetwater schools. 
Since 1997, the district 
has had to add over I 00 

portable classrooms to 
the 200 it already had in 
place. 

That's why a facilities 
planning committee-

including parents, teachers, 
principals and professionals 
with expertise in school 
construction- have been 
involved in a careful 
assessment of the district's 
facility needs. 

Based on their findings, 
the group anticipates a 
recommendation to 
Sweetwater's Board of 
Trustees for a general 
obligation bond to fund 
needed improvements. 

The Board's final decision 
on whether or not to go 
forward with a bond is 
expected during June of this 
year. If approved, the measure 
wou ld be slated for the 
November 2000 general 
election. 



Coming Soon: 
Test Results at 

Teachers' Fingertips 

Technology's newest tools 
will soon bring student test 
information to teachers' 
desktops. 

The Jnfonnation 
Technology department is 
busy pulling together 
Student Explorer, a student 
information system--created 
in-house-that will al low 
teachers to access student 
achievement data on SAT9 
and other tests from their 
classroom computers. 

It is envisioned that 
teachers armed with the test 
results for each student
broken down by class 
enrollment and tested subject 
areas-will be able to create 
specific lesson plans that 
will help students better 
understand subjects on 
which they are tested. 

Under the Web-based 
system, teachers would log 
into the district's network, 
enter their password and the 
li st of classes they teach 
would appear. A teacher then 
could c lick onto one of the 
classes and a student roster 
would appear. All the scores 
for each student tested would 
be avai lable-right down to 
the SAT9 content c luster. 

Teachers could see how 
each individual student scored 
in every subject area and 
determine their strengths and 
weaknesses . 

The information system 
wou ld also allow teachers to 
see the achievement of an 
entire class and pinpoint 

specific subject areas that 
may need more attention. 

All the information 
available is not new. 
Administrators and counselors 
have been receiving student 
ach ievement data for years. 
What is new is the way the 
information will now be 
distributed , said Rusty Meike, 
technology training manager. 

"We have all this great 
information that cou ld 
enhance the teaching 
process," Meike said. "Let 's 
get it out to teachers through 
the ir desktop and not in a 
giant report that they have to 
thumb through. This way it's 
accessible any time they 
need it." 

The system will be set up 
to a llow password-protected 
teacher access from home 
and other remote locations 
using the latest encryption 
technology to ensure privacy. 
Eventually the student infor
mation system will include 
attendance, grades and other 
sources of information 
currently found in the 
district 's various databases. 

While the framework for 
the system is currently in 
place, Infonnation 
Technology is still working 
to make the system as user
friend ly as possible. Focus 
groups are being held in 
March and April to hear 
how teachers want the ystem 
displayed for easiest 
interaction. 

Students Find Math Is Fun 
During Math Field Day 
Competition 

Students look at a watt of charts to learn what math problems they 
will be assigned as part of Sweetwater's Math Field Day 

More than 70 Sweetwater District middle school 

students competed in the "Mad Hatter Marathon" and 

"Math Bowl" during the district's first annual Math 

Field Day events held recently. 
"Most students just go through school doing math, 

but we wanted to show them that math could be fun," 

said Dennis Williams, one of the Math Field Day 

organizers. 
The competition, which was held Sat., March 25 at 

Chula Vista Middle, was also a wa1m-up for the 

countywide Math Field Day competition scheduled 

for May 6 at Scripps Ranch High School. 

"The South Bay is not always well-represented at 

the county competition,"' said 
Gayle Maggi, another district 
organizer and the regional 
director for Math Renaissance. 
"We wanted to give the 
students a taste of what the 
county competition is like and 
give them time to practice." 

Student teams were 

l .. 
~ 

awarded first, second and third place for competi

tions, and their scores were totaled to provide overall 

winners-including Bonita Vista Middle, Southwest 

Junior and Mar Vista Middle. 
In evaluations after the event, students wrote of the 

day's excitement. 
·'It was great to see how other schools are doing," 

one student wrote. ''Math can be fun in competition." 

''I can't wait for the county Math Field Day." 

another wrote. 
This year's success has organizers hopeful of 

expanding the district competition to include 

Sweetwater high schools next year. 
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Governor Expected at Sweetwater Summit 
Mark your calendar! 

Sweetwater District's f ifth 
annual Community Education 
Summit i 
slated for 
August 2000. 
The 
Honorable 
Gray Davis , 
Governor of 
Cal ifornia , has 
agreed to address 
the Summit as its 
keynote speaker. 
Governor Davis is one of 
Califomia's most outspoken 
education advocates . 

The event is scheduled at 

Sweetwater Union 
High School Distrid 
Administration Center 

1 130 Fifth Avenue 
Chula Vista, CA 91911 

Board of Trustees 
Jim Cartmill 

Robert Griego 

Lorenzo Provencio 

Arlie N. Ricasa 

Greg R. Sandoval 

Edward M. Brand, Ed. D. 
Superintendent 

The Parent to Parent Sweetwater 
News is a publication of volunteer 
parents and the Sweetwater District. 
To correspond with the contributors to 
this newsletter, contact Parent Editor 
Earl Jentz at 420-7635. To receive 
additional copies, call Grants and 
Communications at 691-5578. 

The Sweetwater District does not discriminate 
with regard to gender, religion, color, national 
origin, ancestry/ethnicity, maritial or parental 
status, age, physical or mental disability, sexual 
orientation or any other unlawful consideration. 
SUHSD Administrative Policy #2224. 

Eastlake High School on 
either Aug. 11 , 18 or 25. As 

in past years, 
transporta ti on wi ll be 
avai lab le as wi ll 
translation serv ices. 

Last year 's Summit 
was a huge success 
with more than 1,000 
parents, students, 
community members 
and district staff in 
attendance. Gary 

Hart, fonner Cal iforni a State 
Secretary of Educat ion, was 
the keynote speaker and 
accountability was the theme 
for the event. 

.. 

This year's summit will 
unveil the new Compact for 
Success: Guaranteed 
Adm ission/Gum·anteed 
Tu ition Program recently 
an nounced by Sweetwater, 
San Diego State University 
and The El lis Foundation. 

The Compact for Success 
pilot offers guaranteed 
co llege admiss ion to 
Sweetwater 's incoming 
seventh graders-Class of 
2006. (See story on p. 3) 

The Summit is a venue 
for parents, students and 
community members to 
provide guidance and 

recommendations to the 
district for improving student 
achievement. The district's 
Expected Districtwide 
Learning Results (EDLRs) 
were a product of the first 
Summi t in 1996. 

This year's event wi ll 
provide an opportunity for 
all parents--especially those 
with incoming seventh 
graders-to hear and 
understand just what the 
Compact for Success entails 
for their students and 
themselves. 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
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·· w~bCOMDO webmail: "Re: E-mail Addresses" hnp://webmail.webcombo.net/cgi-bin/webmail.cgi 
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Home : Residential Services : webCOMBO webmail 
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~ ~ ~'~ ~Su(tf~~~o~P) 
l_Alehew@aol.com_../ u.Jr • 

pparr@suhsd.k12.ca.us, jgodfrey@sdcoe.k12.ca.us, 
shasta44@sdcoe.k12 .ca.us, rlie.ricasa@suhsd.k12.ca.us, 
bdragon@suhsd.k12.ca.us, bobgriego@ci.irwindale.ca.us, 
bwilson@wilsoninsurance.com, ebrand@suhsd.k12.ca.us, 
greg.sandoval@suhsd.k12.ca.us, jim.cartmill@suhsd.k12.ca.us, 
jdominguez@suhsd.k12.ca .us, lprovencio@suhsd.k12.ca.us, 
MarkBaca@webcombo.net, UH77@aol.com, 
rkastelic@suhsd.k12.ca.us, scott.alvey@pactel.com 

Mon, 14 Feb 2000 13:05:59 EST 
Re: E-mail Addresses 

This is helpful. Thanks. I want to make a suggestion that we amend the 
of this committee when the proposition letter is assigned to include "YES 
Proposition 'X'". I also think we should limit the scope/focus of the 
committee name to reflect what this measure is about - schools/school 
buildings. "Quality Education" is not only too broad, but invites debate o 
a whole range of other issues. We want to under promise and over deliv 
Amending is a simple thing to do and should be done before we move int 
significant level of communication/production. This will not affect what t 
already been created for fundraising efforts. 

Sincerely, Ariane 

© 1994-99, webCOMBO. All rights reserved. 
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Subj: Tribune upda1e 
Date: 2124100 10:47:36 AM Pacitc Standard Time 
From: Kardemasi 
To: larkbaca1@juno.com, COl Mark Baca . ·cc: ¢oirichard@webcombo. net 

H Marl(. I tried to call you but you were not home and your mailbox was full and I could not leaw a message. Then I paged 
you. Anyway, I thought I would email so at least you got my message. I spoke with Richard about how to handle the school 
bond issue with the reporter. 

We don't want to tide the issue, but we also don't want to make it the bcus of the article. The bcus should be on the asset 
mapping and its purpose -which is to get to know National City and its residents better. I ttink its okay to say one ofthe 
things we are interested in learning is whether or not people are registered to wte. Vd.er registration is one measure of cr.Ac 
inwiYement. Also the NCYO are interested in the upcoming school bond election because it ~ them very directly. lhe 
point is that the asset mapping has a broad scope and is not just narrowly focused on the school bond. The information you 
haw bund fi'om the mapping can help National City in a number ofways. Feel fi'ee to call me and I will call you right back if I 
am on the other line. Leave a message as to your availability. Good luck. 
-Karen 

Thurodey, FebnleryU, 2000 AIRerlca Online:~ Pllge: 1 
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1 l in Reply. jFrom: markbaca1@juno.com 
:To: markbaca1@juno.com, COIMarkBaca@aol.com 

~---=--~~ F-===essag~--~=~~·~~--·~· ---~ 
:From : markbaca1@juno . com 
;To: rmora@sdcoe.k12.ca . us 
!Da t e : Mon , 7 Feb 2000 11:02:12 +0000 
Subject: Update on mtg@Distric t 

jMessage-ID: <20000207.110214 .-149243.1.markbaca1@juno.com> 

~ Ralph , 
ji wanted to update you on meeting the team had last week at the District 
.office and who was in attendance . First, these were the team members that 
!were in attendance: 
11 . Barry Dragon 

1
2. Andy Campbell 

j3. Jorge Dominguez 
j4. Jan Godfrey 
' is. Nora Hanson 

1
6. Ed Brand 

,7 Mark Baca 
' 8 Rudy Kastelic 
!9. Ariane Lehew (consultant). 
;second, the meeting was an overview of the Planning Phase,Preparation 
Phase, Voter Contact Phase, Persuasion Phase and the Final Countdown 

·Phase. I can provide you the information that was disseminated at the 
!meeting to bring you up to speed (via- fax?). In conclusion, it is 
1i mportant that we all have the same information as we move forward. I 
ll ook forward to a continuos and productive working re lationship and i' am 
! f ortunate to be on your team . 

!sincerely , 

jMark Baca 

I 
!--------------------Headers --------------------
lReturn-Path: <markbaca1@juno.com> 
jReceived: from rly-yd04.mx.aol.com (rly-yd04.mail.aol.com 
j [172.18.150.4]) by air-ydOS.mail.aol.com (v67_b1.24) with ESMTP; Mon, 
· 07 Feb 2000 21:48:09 -0500 
!Received: from m7.jersey.juno.com (m7.jersey.juno.com 
1 [209.67.33.63]) by rly-yd04.mx.aol.com (v67 b1.24) with ESMTP; Mon, 
! 07 Feb 2000 21:48:02 -0500 -
jReceived: from cookie.juno.com by cookie.juno.com for 
l < 11 sZ8pMGnfb0rFGc8bbotKk1WkcTUluJ8BcLFSV60FXKGNoZ19qjpfeg== 11 > 
' Received: (from markbaca1@juno.com) by m7.jersey.juno.com (queuemail) 

Reply 

Forward 

2114/00 12:50 AM 
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1oate: Mon, 7 Feb 2000 18:46:50 +0000 
!subject: Fw: Update on rntg@District ,. 
'Message-ID: <20000207.184651.-216099.0.rnarkbaca1@juno.corn> l 
1
1X-Mailer: Juno 4.0.5 

1 
MIME-Version: 1.0 I 

~ Content-Type: text/plain ,. 
!content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 

1
X-Juno-Att: 0 

lx-Juno-Line-Breaks: 0-9,12-21,28-32 ~~· 
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SWEETWATER C 0 M MIT' ·1· E , F 0 R Q FA LIT\' ED U CAT I 0 N 

Communiry R.elatiom 
VieJas Rus ,ness Entt::rpris~s 
402 W:s\ 13rmd,~ay. :)~~: ?600 
San Otego, CA 9210 l 

.FAX: /}uu£ 1~-
:211-~7~1 

Stncr. June r,f 1922, the Sweetwater Ur. tull Hq;~h S.:h·•o l Dtstrtc.:t has ~;tv<::n the ynun~ pcoplt n! 
our cuttll :! uTit ty the hc.: >t ed uc::.i !lO'l po ~> tb le, •;uL·c· ·: : ; :;'~:liv prcp3rlr:~~ th• : tJJ i·u· l'.t)'.11 -: ... :Ito :;,., 
C.:L1 lkg<.: :md iltL: wor ld bt")"i'rld 1 ~'.1 1 J :i '.he· 11<'"' 'l< !i kJ• >·., tn: :t;'Ptll<tcl lc , :he· <thi: t~ u! · , .. · 
di::tilc:~ \0 CO :'\ii\UC dc 1t vc:r: ill! tk l'i r, t -r :ll .: <.' c ~ L ' l'<J:I••", ·' " 1\,t'.t' ·.'l)i!h: !• > L'\ j ' L' •' I :.; 111 ,:::11);:." 

Tod<.~y, ,,ur ktds are trymg tc lc:<1 rr. ::l!ld LlL:r tcu<:he1~ .:t' :: y •ng :<• r,~~,·h n. •>u1!dll<gs wt\h ;c:ak :·· roofs . L'h~ ·.1 le t .: hea\t ng , elcctnc:t : wtnnt,: th~t ~ : : nn e:' Sl! PI'..:···: c.:ot::;>: J!c ;· s .t•Jd outdated :;~·cu; : t·,and fir<:-safety system~. It h;:.s been dl flicult II.) r rc·p ur..: ot:r ktd~ f,) r th e chaJI.t"n);'CS ot' ti•..: 
future !11 tlt is t:nvironrnent. 

Th~ ;;d 10ol dis:ri•:t Loa~d of trustee~ \:, .. : o r. ~ Jd t·nn.~ a bond ~ ~;su<: f <lr ·. ~ c No·,.en~bc: ; 21L/() 
general t.:iCC\1 011 tn the appru.<.lma lc ul110lll1! Uf $22~ rnti]tOI :. \\: ,. cf'l: dJ1T::r1tly pd\ lill~ !he 
commt.1n;ty :wd fonnin~ a carnpJtl:,'fJ cum!'.1ittcc.: 111 p : qJ;JC.dil.li: ,.J!· tl'.~ <: -; t a!l lt ~ h!l ~ er.l of J 
"g:aso.-roots ~.:ornmunity camlxl;gn.·· 1::\•ea W!th a trc.mctidou~ gra ~:, ·i l>Ol~ , uppli'1 . p;,.ssmg, ~in, 
m ez,surt' will not be ca~y . w,,. :1ced to reJ.c h eniJll))\ VL'll'l'.'· L w!n w:l.h a 2.':1 lrt:i_i il :·tr.y ! <.: ,j .. l 
thi ;;, we t'eed y;> ur help . 

Since trtc :>cr::>ol discrict Cilnnol c;s: JlU ~)I tr mn!ley to pa y :i.;r a r o ht ic;li \.'<llllpatgn sudl 8:, t!m . we :Jre relymg <'11 the gf.'.n <:rostt:v ol' l'\llllp~mcs hke )'<HJT:; t n rn :~ lu· thts >:Jt :1 p:11511 p:'l::;, ,bk 1kL 
:mtl<.:ipatc an abLUldance of \'(l luntcero; to kn<.1ck on dol)rs :md ttlakL· r:horlt: cal!~ tn1 t w~ need 
funds to pay lor mfonnat10nal brochures, ~ 1 g,ns anti <)!her ..:~ r\lj)Jt g n ;.. upplt r·-; 1 utH 
CO!l l.fihll! 10r: will a) Jqw US t O COrJll\lL\JlJ C:JtC cffccttVc•J/ ._, .111'. the· li<) ll' !' 'j itS !<1 the lll)p• •<li.l !!t ' <' ni' 
thi ~ brmd !£sue: tu o!Jr o;cho,~ l.'. our ch !ld!·cn , and uur co mm unt::v Th!~ rncn sur l' w t! ; 
Sl!~lllCICcl.!ltl y tmprOVc tht quallly Of' Oll r kids ' <!duca t:•H< lO<ia y :l nd [.1;" de cades to CLl\11( 
Together , we can make this opportun ity a J t:altt:-• 

It is clear that }'•)'.rr firm v ,dw:~ <::ducat :on. Be.:.ausc of t!:is . we die asking f<>t :i contnbut :on of S 10,000 to hcip us get our message lu the voter~. On bchclf of the many c!ti lJren th<~ i wtll 
benefit fr om your suppo:t, thank you . We r.ced to hnvc: thi s commitment pnor to June: ! , 
2000, so Lhat we may com:entratc t)Ur erl'orts on the campaign . Please call Dr Ed Brand ::t 
691-5555 with yo u! plc,_! gc: , or send your ;;heck to Sweetwc.rer Committt:c for Quallt:· Schoo ls 
C!O Scort Ale:-'y / Ed Bm~d at I' () Box 6n6. Chula Vi~la. C''\ '11909-623:> 

CA!.lFORf"! ,\ '(' ,,;._ Jl) .\ .1 - 01\(,(, 4 :,;:., • ( : ,\ 'l :• ·\ I (, ~ 

-~/~~ ,L_.r( /'-

f:_ ,j Br:~nd . h i.D. 
ConHnJtl t:L· Member 

( U \I 1\'. I . I 1' t· I r " '·' "'J () K I II p ."\ I 1 l I· 0 I( H l D f I "" II I 1 (' t'o '> I 'J f J 1 1 ..., ',\. l I \ 1· \ I 1·. H ( ' ~ : "' I \1 1 I '1 I . ' ) · {) )I () 1 \. t 1 J 'I : · { ' l ( \ ; I I I '-
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SWEETWATER COMMITTEE FOR Ql\ALITY EDUCATION 
\' ( >. l~t ):--: ().~: '<· 

CHl iL\ \ ' lSTi\, C/\ ')l'J•i9·(>2.1Cl 

Mr . Chuck Hansen, Vice-President 
Community Relation;; 
Viejas Bus iness Enterprises 

~~~li!f/r· 402 W~st Broadway. Sk . 2600 
San Otego, CA 92101 

Dear Mr. Hansen: 

?/JX: /Jk#£ ~ 
:21? ... ~7"-1 

Since June nf 1922, the Sweetwater Untun High Schnol District has given rhe young peopl<: of our .:uttllttuntly the best edu\.:<ltiOn pns~tble, suc..:-:,;:;~ully pn:pann~ th•:r11 i'u:· Ligil s;.: lh :;.;,, Cl1lh:g<.: :md Ult: world bej'Pnd But J;; th.: rwu: nttikt '. '1 1ttm appmac:hu . t h,· ahti:ly u! ' t'.! :: di~tnct to CO!'ltnue tk'tvcr ;ng, the l'irs1-r:H.: cdt:rn:H,:: .,.,. " !\~t-. · .: •.'<>rril: Lu c:\ pc.: L IS 111 '~:!Ill;-.:: · 

Today, 1iur lids are trytng tc \~am and m :r tcachet ~ :nt :~y t ng :o teach 1r. oui!d11~gs with kak;· roofs . obsolete heatmg, elcctnca : wtnng thut ;;ann,:t suppc···! ;,;orr:;.J~He;·s :1nd outdated ~~cwltj' and fire-safety systems. It ho:.s bCl'.n d!t1icult to prepare o~,;r kids f,)r the chal!r.ng.cs of ril.: future in th is environment. 

The school dis:rict hoard of trustees is considering a bond 1ssu~:: for :h: Novembei 2000 general electiOn in the appnf.<.llnate amount of $22~ milltOIL \1...- , are CUirtntly pullmg the community and fonning a campa i~,rr, t:om:c1ittec Ill [J : ep;Jru 11or. ( J f tl'.e e~tablishmer:t of a "gras1.-roots community campaign. " Even w1th a tremendous grass -mot~ ~uppo•i. p<.ssmg !hi3 mer.sure •vill not be easy. Wo: need to reach enough voter~ 1::: w tn with a 2.1] rnaJn: ·ir.y . ru do thi;;, we r;eed your help. 

Since the scJ-.-:>ol district c<.!nnolt.:s-: public money to pay for a political c.amp<llgn ~u~h a s this . we 3rc rclymg 0.11 rhe gcr1crosity of' companies like yuurs 11.1 make: this CJ1:1paigll possil>k . \h anti..:ipalc an abundance or volunteers to knock on doors and make phon~ ..:al\s . but we need funds to pay for informational brochures, signs and other ~,;ampaign supplies . Your contrihunon will allow us to conm1unicate cffel'tlvclf '"''ith the voters as to the Jmp<m.a!wr or this bond i:;:;ue tu our schovb. our children, and our communtty. Th!:; mcasurr wlli Slgrufica."ltiy improve the quality of OUr kids' edu<.:at :On today :md lc~ decades to l:OlllC . Togethcr, we can make this opportunity a n:al!l'f. 

It is clear that yuur finn valu<!s education. Be.:.ausc of this, we arc asking for a contribullon of SIO,OOO to heip us get our message lo the voter~ . On behalf of the many children that will benefit from your support, thank you. We need to have this commitment prior to June l, 2000, so that we may com:~nrrate our efl'orts on the campaign. Pleas~ call Dr. Ed Brand at 691-5555 with you: pledge. or send your ;;heck to Sweetw:?.ter Committee for Qualtt:· School~ CiO Scott Alevy/Ed Bra.!ld at P.O. Box 6236, Chula Vista, CO. '11909-6236 

Sincerely. 

£~4tvcr 
Campaign Chair 

l~J J3:and. Ed.D. 
Committe~.: Mt:mber 

C A I. l I' 0 R r..; I •\ T A X ) l) J ] - (l M (, (, 4 ;, !l. • C ,, M I' ., 1 G ~ C u ,\I r.: t T ·r F r: l ;) '' 'J 0 il I U p t\ I f.\ f 0 K U Y 0 0 N A 1" i lJ "' !\ T U f H. 1:'. ~ ~ r: ' ·1 U · \ 1 I~ It ( (l M ~~ I ·r, 1·. ~,. 11 0 H CJ I ' \ I I r ' (·. {) l ' (' \ '[ I U ' 
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CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

July 5, 2000 

My name is Herman Baca, chairperson of the Committee on Chicano Rights (CCR). 

Members of the Board of Trustees, I am here tonight to urge you to say No, No, No, to 

Superintendent's Ed's Brand's, 187 million dollar bond " boondoggle" proposal. The bond, which 

he is asking you to approve, and if approved by the voters will burden homeowners of the 

SWUHSD with n~w taxes for the next 25 years. 

I want to go on. record, so that there is no mistakes about the reason(s) for our opposition. As 

the head of an organization which has fought and struggled for the last 30 years for quality 

education, as a former student of this district (class of 1961), and as the parent of 3 children who 

graduated, and with one child currently in the district, that: 

" Our organization, like so many others, who have been driven to oppose this proposal readily 

understand and acknowledge the great need, for this predominately Mexican American school 

district, to upgrade not only it's infrastructure, but more importantly the quality of education for 

the majority which has long been denied." "Buildings and infrastructure are important, but not as 

important as the quality of education for it's students." "I ask you before you vote to ask yourselves 

why should parents, the taxpayers who Superintendent Ed Brand now remembers and who he is 

now asking to shoulder the majority burden of his" boondoggle" proposal have to support or pay, 

when: 

• Their sons and daughters are educated under an outdated curriculum, which was workable 40 

years ago when the population figures were the reverse (80% Anglo, 20% Mexican American) 

of what they are today? 

• Some administrators and teachers have no relevance to the students, parents or the community, 

and are only concerned with collecting their paycheck? 

• Schools in more affluent areas such as Eastlake, Bonita, etc., because they are politically strong 

receive more of everything than schools in poorer areas National City, certain areas ofChula 

Vista, who are obviously more in need? 

For the above and the reason(s) below, in 1997 the CCR and others opposed Superintendent 

Ed Brand's 500 million-dollar proposal. The proposal was defeated at the polls and failed because 

the Superintendent's failed to address or resolve the following reasons: 

1. The issue ofthe poorest areas (National City, San Ysidro, and Chula Vista) of the district's 

homeowners having to pay for the proposed upgrades. In 1997 the Mello-Roos (Eastlake, 

Rancho Del Rey, Long Canyon) homeowners were completely excluded from the then proposed 

bond tax. It is now our understanding that the district has initiated another ruse. 



2. The bond measure if approved in 2000 would obligate Mello-Roos homeowners to pay the bond 

taxes, but according to a district spokesperson, bond taxes paid would then be deducted from 

their Mello-Roos taxes! 
Note: Mello-Roos taxes as the district well knows cover not only schools, but also golf courses, 

streets, parks, sidewalks, etc. Taxes for improvements, which ultimately increase homeowner 
property values! 

3. The district has held few public meetings (especially in the majority Mexican American 

community) on the new bond issue, and the information that the district has distributed has 

been dispersed selectively to a close circle of individuals who have a vested interest in creating a 

187 million-dollar piggy bank. 

4. An identical132 million-dollar Bond Measure is being considered by Southwestern Jr. College, 

on the same ballot. The question is, how much taxes do the school district s except the over 

buren homeowner especially in the poorer areas to shoulder? 

We ask you tonight to either vote down, or table this proposal. 



;··sweetwater's 
.;. board may put 
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bond issue on 
Nov.ember ballot 

·· $187{mi1Jion measure is 
on the agend~ for tonight 

( 

By Chris Moran 
STAff WRITER 

·-. :;·:.. .. 

CHUlA VIS!' A- If the Sweetwater school 
board adopts the superintendenfs recommen
dation tonight, voters will decide in November 
on a $187 million bond measure for the up
grade of 20 middle and high schools in the 
South Bay. 

Superintendent Ed Brand is recommending 
that the board adopt a resolution that would put 
the question on the general election ballot in 
the Sweetwater Union High School District If 
approved by voters, the measure would raise 
. annual property taxes by $26 per $100,000 
assessed value for 25 years. 

The board meeting is scheduled to begin at 6 
p .m. at the district headquarters, 1130 Fifth 

. SEE Sweetwater ON PAGE B-6 
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CONTINUED _FROM B-1 

$187 million 
bond issue is on 
agenda tonight 
Ave., Chula Vista 

Sweetwater has released 
few details on how the mon
ey would be spent No new 
schools would be built, but 
each of the 20 Sweetwater 
campuses would get im
provements, including wir- · 
ing for technology, and new 
buildings at Chula Vista, 
Mar Vista and Sweetwater 
high schools. 

Brand said the districfs 
wish list for the $187 million 
is filled with important but 
unglamorous improvements · 
such as repairs and up
grades to heating, cooling 
and power systems . 

"fo be put in a mood to 
learn, you can't be over
heated ... You can't be in a 
situation where every time 
you turn on the computer 
the power goes out," he said. 

Board member Jim Cart
mill said, "It's common 
sense, from my point of 
view, to say when you have a 
great working area that 
you're going to. be able to 
work harder, smarter." 

The superintendent had 
. talked publicly about a $229 
. million measure, but scaled 

back his recommendation in 
resp<:)nse to poll results that 
show far more support for 
the $187 million measure. 

A $500 million measure 
failed in · a March 1997 
Sweetwater bond election. 

The Sweetwater district 
includes Chula Vista, Impe
rial Beach, San Ysidro, Na
tional City, Otay Mesa and 
other areas of the city of San 
Diego in the South Bay.· 
About 34,000 seventh
thr.ough-12th-graders attend 
Sweetwater schools. 

Southwestern C.ollege is 
considering a $132 million 
bond measure that would go 
oil the same ballot as the 
Sweetwater proposal. South
western's territory is virtual
ly identical, except that it al
so includes Coronado. 

School bond measures re
quire two-thirds voter ap
proval for passage. That 
could change after Novem
ber if voters approve a state
wide initiative that proposes 
reducing the threshold for 

· passage to 55 percent 
Brand said the Sweetwat

er measure is more than a 
school improvement act; it 
will improve the quality of 
life throughout the area. 

"I think ifs going to be 
one of the biggest things af
fecting the South Bay in the 
last 25 years," Brand said. 
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CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

July 5, 2000 

My name is Herman Baca, chairperson of the Committee on Chicano Rights (CCR). 
Members of the Board of Trustees, I am here tonight to urge you to say No, No, No, to 

Superintendent's Ed's Brand's, 187 million dollar bond " boondoggle" proposal. The bond, which 

he is asking you to approve, and if approved by the voters will burden homeowners of the 
SWUHSD with new taxes for the next 25 years. 

I want to go on record, so that there is no mistakes about the reason(s) for our opposition. As 

the head of an organization which has fought and struggled for the last 30 years for quality 
education, as a former student of this district (class of 1961), and as the parent of 3 children who 

graduated, and with one child currently in the district, that: 

" Our organization, like so many others, who have been driven to oppose this proposal readily 
understand and acknowledge the great need, for this predominately Mexican American school 
district, to upgrade not only it's infrastructure, but more importantly the quality of education for 

the majority which has long been denied." "Buildings and infrastructure are important, but not as 

important as the quality of education for it's students." "I ask you before you vote to ask yourselves 

why should parents, the taxpayers who Superintendent Ed Brand now remembers and who he is 

now asking to shoulder the majority burden of his" boondoggle" proposal have to support or pay, 

when: 

• Their sons and daughters are educated under an outdated curriculum, which was workable 40 
years ago when the population figures were the reverse (80% Anglo, 20% Mexican American) 

of what they are today? 

• Some administrators and teachers have no relevance to the students, parents or the community, 

and are only concerned with collecting their paycheck? 

• Schools in more affluent areas such as Eastlake, Bonita, etc., because they are politically strong 
receive more of everything than schools in poorer areas National City, certain areas ofChula 

Vista, who are obviously more in need? 

For the above and the reason(s) below, in 1997 the CCR and others opposed Superintendent 

Ed Brand's 500 million-dollar proposal. The proposal was defeated at the polls and failed because 

the Superintendent's failed to address or resolve the following reasons: 

1. The issue of the poorest areas (National City, San Ysidro, and Chula Vista) of the district's 
homeowners having to pay for the proposed upgrades. In 1997 the Mello-Roos (Eastlake, 
Rancho Del Rey, Long Canyon) homeowners were completely excluded from the then proposed 
bond tax. It is now our understanding that the district has initiated another ruse. 
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2. The bond measure if approved in 2000 would obligate Mello-Roos homeowners to pay the bond 
taxes, but according to a district spokesperson, bond taxes paid would then be deducted from 
their Mello-Roos taxes! 

Note: Mello-Roos taxes as the district well knows cover not only schools, but also golf courses, 
streets, parks, sidewalks, etc. Taxes for improvements, which ultimately increase homeowner 
property values! 

3. The district has held few public meetings (especially in the majority Mexican American 
community) on the new bond issue, and the information that the district has distributed has 
been dispersed selectively to a close circle of individuals who have a vested interest in creating a 
187 million-dollar piggy bank. 

4. An identicall32 million-dollar Bond Measure is being considered by Southwestern Jr. College, 
on the same ballot. The question is, how much taxes do the school district s except the over 
buren homeowner especially in the poorer areas to shoulder? 

We ask you tonight to either vote down, or table this proposal. 
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. · ·· CHUlA VISTA:...,;_ If the Sweetwater school 
' '': bdard adopts 'the superintendent's recommen-

'. dation tonight, voters will decide in November 
on a $187 rtilllion ;.bond measure for the up
grade' of 20 middle and high· schools in the 
South Bay. · -

l_ Superintendent Ed Brand is irecommending 
that the board adopt a resolution that would put 
the question on the general election ballot in 
_the Sweetwater Union High School District If 

\ 
i 

i 

· ·approved by voters, the measure would raise 
annual property taxes · by $26 per $100,000 
assessed value for 25 years. · · 

The board meeting is scheduled to begin at 6 
p.m. at the district headquarters, 1130 Fifth 

• SEE Sweetwater ON PAGE B-6 
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$187 million 
bond issue is o'n •: 
agenda tonight ·. 
Ave., Chula Vista _ _ 

Sweetwater has released 
few details on how the mon
ey would be spent No new 
schools would be built, but 
each of the 20 Sweetwater 
campuses would get im
provements, including wir
ing for technology, .and new 
building's at Chula ,Vista, 
Mar Vista and Sweetwater 
high schools . . 

Brand said the distritt's 
wish list for the $187 million 
is filled with important but 
unglamorous improvements 
such as · repairs and tip-· 
grades -to heating, cooling 
and power systems. · -

'To be put in a ·mood to 
learn, you can't be over
heated ... You can't be in a 
situation where every time 
you turn on the computer 
the power goes·out," he said. 

Bbard member Jim Cart
mill said, "It's common 
sense, from my point of 
view, to say when you have a 
great working area that 
you're going to. be able to 
work harder, smarter." 

The superintendent had 
talked publicly about a $229 

, million measure, but scaled 
back his recommendation in 

· response to poll results that 
show far more support for 
the $187 million measure: 

A $500 million measure 
failed in a March 1991 
SweetWater bond election. 

The Sweetwater district 
- includes Chula Vista, Impe

rial Beach, San Ysidro, Na- . 
tional City, Otay, Mesa and 
other areas of the city of San 
Diego in the South Bay. 

- , About 34,000 seventh
through-12th-graders attend 
Sweetwater schools. 

Southwestern College is 
considering a $132 million 
bond measure that would go -
on the same ballot as the 
Sweetwater proposal. South
western's territory is virtual
ly identical, except that it al- · 
so includes Coronado. 

School bond measures re
quire two-thirds voter ap
proval for . passage. That 
could change after· Novem-

' her if voters approve a state
wide initiative that proposes 
reducing the threshold for 

- passage to 55 percent 
Brand said .the SweetWat

er measure is more than a 
School improvement act; it 
will improve the quality of 
life throughout the area 

"I _think it's going to be 
one of the biggest things af
fecting the South Bay in the 
last 25 years," Brand said. 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

July 20,2000 

Mr. Chris Moran 
SD Union 

Mr. Moran: 

Regarding your 7/17/00 article entitled "2 County Schools Are World Apart." Nice story, 
but extremely shallow. Symptomatically what you wrote is partially factual, but far from 
being correct. Like anything else, there is good and bad, certain parents, students, teachers, 
and administrators, I am sure, are trying to do their best under very trying conditions. 

In my opinion, your article systematically failed to inform your readership about the 
causes of why discrepancy exist between schools, such as Granger Jr. High (Mexican & 
poor) and other schools (white & affluent), in the county. The causes of why discrepancies 
exist, which you failed to address, are as followed: 

1. The historically racism that has existed in the SWUHSD. 

2. The nepotism (good old boy network) which historically has politically controlled both 
the school board and the economic purse string of the SWUHSD. 

3. The SWUHSD Board of Trustees historically being politically controlled (so-called 
minority board included} and serving as political lackeys for the superintendent's, and 
the "good old boy network." 

4. The district's majorities, which are Mexican parents and taxpayers, have no say so, 
involvement or political representation with the either the SWUHSD Board of Trustees 
or the District. 

You are obviously young and new, but you owe it to yourself and your readership (if 
you are going to continue writing 'factual" articles about "education in the SWUHSD) to 
inform yourself of the above and attempt to understand that "discrepancies" just don't 
happen, but are created by many factors. 

Herman Baca 
President 
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MIKEL HAAS 
REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 

SALLY McPHERSON 
ASSISTANT REGISTRAR 

Date: August 9, 2000 

<Ununt~ nf ~an ~iegn 
REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 

5201 RUFFIN ROAD, SUITE I, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92123-1693 

To: Edward Brand, Superintendent 
Sw twater Union High School District 

From: 

Office: (858) 565-5800 
(858) 570-1 061 

TOO: (858) 694-3441 
Fax: (858) 694-2955 
Location Code: S50 
Mail Stop: 034 

DIRECTARGUMENTFOR __ ~S=W==EE=TW~A=T~E=R~U==N=IO=N~H=IG=H~S=C~H~O=O=L~D~I=ST~RI=CT~---------

Enclosed is a "Notice of Argument Deadline" for the above-referenced jurisdiction. 

The Registrar of Voters will have this notice published: 

Newspaper: Star News 

Publication Date: __ ,_,Fr'-'-'id=a'4y..._, .:...:A=ug,._,u=s=t_.,1_.,_1'-'. 2=0...,0=0'--------------------

Direct Argument Deadline; no later than 5:00 p.m. on: ~A,_,u""g,._,u=s=t-==2=3.~-. =20=0=0"--------

Rebuttal Deadline; no later than 5:00p.m. on: September 1. 2000 

As a reminder, direct arguments in favor of AND against the proposition must be received (not postmarked) in the 
Registrar of Voters Office by the above deadline. A direct argument is limited to 300 words. If your argument is 
selected and rebuttal arguments are necessary, you will be given instructions on how to submit a rebuttal. A rebuttal 
argument is limited to 250 words and will be due by the above date. 

Please use the enclosed form for your argument signers. Each argument may have no more than five signatures. If 
more than five signatures are submitted, the first five will be printed in the Sample Ballot/Voter Information Pamphlet. 

It is the policy of the Registrar of Voters office to accept an argument and/or rebuttal if at least one of the 
authors/signers (to be designated the "filer'') meets the criteria of being a registered voter in the jurisdiction in which 
the measure appears. Any other signers are not required to meet that or any other criteria and are assumed to 
appear at the discretion and approval of the filer. 

Note: Registrar of Vote/'5 policy does not allow candidates, campaign manage/'5, campaign treasure/'5, 
argument or rebuttal signe/'5 of ballot measures or membe/'5 of their immediate family to host a 
polling place or act as a poll worker in the jurisdiction in which the candidacy or ballot measure of 
the interested party is being voted upon. 

Please be aware that the california Elections Code (Sections 9190, 9295, 9380 & 9509) provides for a 10-calendar day 
examination period during which "any voter of the jurisdiction ... may seek a write of mandate or an injunction 
requiring any or all of the materials to be amended or deleted. A peremptory writ of mandate or an injunction shall 
be issued only upon clear and convincing proof that the material in question is false, misleading, or inconsistent with 
this chapter, and that issuance of the writ or injunction will not substantially interfere with the printing or distribution 
of official election materials . . . " All election materials are available from the Registrar of Voters Office. 

Please call 858-694-3404 if you have any questions. 

Enclosures: Argument Signer Form 
Copy of Legal Notice 



The undersigned authors of the _______ _JD~ir~e~ct~------ argument ./ _____________ ballot proposition BB . 
Direct OR Rebuttal to the In favor of OR Against Letter 

at the General Election election for the Sweetwater Union High School District 
Election Title Jurisdiction 

that such argument is true and correct to the best of.! ________ knowledge and belief. 
his/her/their 

NOTE 

to be held on November 7, 2000 hereby state 
Date 

At least one of the authors/signers (designated the "filer'') shall meet the criteria of being a registered voter in the jurisdiction in which the proposition appears. 
Any other signers are not required to meet that or any other criteria and are assumed to appear at the discretion and approval of the filer. 

*organization Title (Optional) 

NAME (Signature): NAME (Signature): 
r 

(Print): (Print): 

*mLE (Optional): *mLE (Optional): 

ADDRESS: ADDRESS: 

DATE: PHONE: DATE: PHONE: 

NAME (Signature): NAME (Signature): 

(Print): (Print): 

*mLE (Optional): *mLE (Optional): 

ADDRESS: ADDRESS: 

DATE: PHONE: DATE: PHONE: 

NAME (Signature): NOTE 

* If provided, this title (Print): 
Registrar of Voter:5 policy does not 
allow candidates, campaign managers, 

may be printed in the *mLE (Optional): 
campaign treasurer:5, argument or 

Sample Ballot/Voter rebuttal signer:5 of ballot measures or 

Information Pamphlet. ADDRESS: 
member:5 of their immediate family to 
host a polling place or act as a poll 
worker in the jurisdiction in which the 
candidacy or ballot measure of the 

DATE: PHONE: interested party is being voted upon. 



• . 
MIKEL HAAS 

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 

SALLY McPHERSON 
ASSISTANT REGISTRAR 

Qtount~ of ~an ~i£go 
REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 

5201 RUFFIN ROAD, SUITE I, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92123-1693 

August 5, 1998 

To: All Interested Parties 

From: Mikel Haas 
Registrar of Voter: 

Office: (858) 565-5800 
(858) 570-1061 

TDD: (858) 694-3441 
Fax: (858) 694-2955 
Location Code: S50 
Mall Stop: 034 

This letter is to advise you of a modification in policy of the Registrar of Voters 
regarding the qualification of signers to ballot measure arguments and/or rebuttals 
filed with this office. 

The California Elections Code requires the filer of an argument and/or rebuttal to be a 
registered voter within the jurisdiction in which the measure will appear. It had been 
the policy and practice of this office to require all signers to an argument and/or 
rebuttal to meet that same criteria. 

We have recently learned of a clarification of the applicable law, one supported by the 
Secretary of State's legal department, that supports a distinction between the filer of 
an argument and/or rebuttal and the one or more (up to five) additional signers to the 
same argument or rebuttal. 

- -
Therefore, in conformance with that interpretation, it shall be the policy of the 
Registrar of Voters office to accept an argument and/or rebuttal if at least one of the 
authors/signers (to be designated the "filer'') meets the criteria of being a registered 
voter in the jurisdiction in which the measure appears. Any other signers are not 
required to meet that or any other criteria and are assumed to appear at the discretion 
and approval of the filer. 

Please note: This policy applies only to those arguments and/or rebuttals filed, by law, 
with the Registrar of Voters. For a ballot measure in an incorporated city, please 
contact the respective city Clerk for information on the argument/rebuttal signer 
qualifications. 
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(Polling Place) 

NOTICE OF ARGUMENT DEADUNE FOR 

SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election will be held in the Sweetwater Union High School District 

______________________________________________ on November? 2000 

at which there will be submitted to the qualified electors of the district the following measure(s): 

To relieve overcrowding, repair local schools and improve safety 
conditions for students in the Sweetwater Union High School 
District, serving the communities of Bonita, Chula Vista, 
Imperial Beach, National City, San · Ysidro and portions . o.f . San 
Diego, shall the District repair and upgrade school fac1l1t1es, 
adding classrooms; improving fire alarms; removing asbestos; 
upgrading electrical wiring; renovating water and. sewer lines; 
improving heating and ventilation systems; renovat1ng restrooms; 
and replacing worn roofs by issuing $187 million of bonds, at 
interest rates within the legal limit? 

If more than one measure is to be on the ballot, separate arguments should be written for each measure. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that pursuant to the California Elections Code, the legislative body of said district, or 

any member or members thereof authorized by such body, or any individual voter or bonafide association of citizens, or 

any combination of such voters and associations may file a written argument, not to exceed 300 words in length, for or 

against a measure. Said arguments shall be accompanied by the statement required by California Elections Code Sec. 

9600. Please call 619-694-3404 for information regarding this statement. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that, based upon the time reasonably necessary to prepare and print the arguments 

and sample ballots and to permit the 10-day examination period for said election, the arguments must be received in the 

office of the Registrar of Voters, 5201-I Ruffin Road, San Diego, no later than 5:00 p.m., August 23, 2000 

(Arguments may be changed or withdrawn until and including this date.) 

Official election materials will be available for viewing at the Registrar of Voters Office in accordance with 

California Elections Code Sec. 9190, 9295, 9380, & 9509. 

The polls will be open from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m. 

The ballots will be counted at the Registrar of Voters Office, 5201 Ruffin Road, Suite I, San Diego, CA 92123. 

DATE: August 9, 2000 MIKEL HAAS 

Deputy 

SI USTED QUIERE ESTA INFORMACION EN ESPANOL, FAVOR DE LLAMAR AL 858-694-3405. 
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August 10, 2000 

Ms. Cathy Glaser 
Supervisor, Campaign Services 
County of San Diego 
Registrar of Voters Office 
5201-I Ruffin Road 
San Diego, CA 92123 

Dear Cathy: 

Here is the Tax Rate Statement which should appear on the ballot for the November 7, 

2000 General Obligation Bond Election of the Sweetwater Union High School District: 

TAX RATE STATEMENT 
(SECTION 9401 OF THE ELECTIONS CODE) 

To: The voters voting in the November 7, 2000 election on the question of the issuance of 

$187,000,000 General Obligation Bonds of the Sweetwater Union High School District: 

You are hereby notified in accordance with Section 9401 of the Elections Code of 

California of the following: 

1. The best estimate from official sources of the tax rate which would be required to 

be levied to fund principal and interest payments during the first fiscal year after 

the first sale of bonds (Fiscal Year 200 1-02), based on assessed valuations 

available at the time of the election and taking into account future growth, is the 

following: 

$.02692 per $100 of assessed valuation, which equates to $26.92 per $100,000 of 

assessed valuation. 

2. The best estimate from official sources of the tax rate which would be required to 

be levied to fund principal and interest payments during the first fiscal year after 

the last sale of bonds and an estimate of the year in which that rate will apply 

(Fiscal Year 2015-16), based on assessed valuations available at the time of the 

election and taking into account future growth, is the following: 

C:\TEMP\GLASER.doc 



Ms. Cathy Glaser 
08/10/00 
Page Two 

$.02692 per $100 of assessed valuation, which equates to $26.92 per $100,000 of 
assessed valuation. 

Year after last sale ofbonds: 2015-16. 

3. The best estimate from official sources of the highest tax rate which would be 
required to be levied to fund principal and interest payments on the bonds and the 
year in which such rate would apply, based on assessed valuations available at the 
time of the election and taking into account future growth, is the following: 

$.02692 per $100 of assessed valuation, which equates to $26.92 per $100,000 of 
assessed valuation. 

Year of highest tax rate: Tax rate is projected to be the same every year. 

Submittal of the foregoing statement has been approved by the Sweetwater Union High 
School District. 

Please call me at (213) 253-5406 and acknowledge receipt of this letter and please allow 
me to proofread this Tax Rate Statement before it is printed. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy P. Carty 

TPC/ls 

C:\TEMP\GLASER.doc 
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SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

RESOLUTION NO. 2849 

RESOLUTION ORDERING AN ELECTION ) 
AND ESTABLISHING SPECIFICATIONS ) 
OF THE ELECTION ORDER ) 

ON MOTION of Member Griego, seconded by Member Cartmill, 
the following resolution is adopted: 

WHEREAS, the Sweetwater 
(hereinafter referred to as 
renovated school facilities to 
District; and 

Union High 
"District") 

serve the 

School 
requires 
students 

District 
new and 
in the 

WHEREAS, in the judgment of the Board of Trustees 
("Board"), it is advisable to provide a portion of the needed 
funding by means of general obligation bonds; and 

WHEREAS, Proposition 46 approved by the voters of the State 
of California in June 1986 ("Proposition") amended Section 1 (b) 
of Article XIIIA of the California Constitution by adding a 
provision which exempts from the 1 percent of full cash value 
limitation those ad valorem taxes used to pay debt service of 
any bonded indebtedness for the acquisition or improvement of 
real property approved on or after July 1, 1978 by two-thirds of 
the votes cast by voters voting on the Proposition; and 

WHEREAS, in the judgment of the Board, it is advisable to 
order the San Diego County Superintendent of Schools ("County 
Superintendent") to call an election on the question of whether 
bonds shall be issued and sold for the purposes set forth below. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of 
the Sweetwater Union High School District does hereby resolve, 
determine,. and order as follows: 

SECTION 1. That the Board, pursuant to Education Code 
Section 15100, hereby orders the County Superintendent to call 
an election and submit to the electors of the District the 
question of whether bonds of the District ("Bonds") shall be 
issued and sold for the purpose of raising money to finance the 
acquisition and construction of school facilities and paying 
costs incident thereto. 

SECTION 2. That the date of the election shall be November 
7, 2000. 
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Resolution No. 2849 
July 5, 2000 
Page 2 

SECTION 3. That the purpose of the election shall be for 
the voters in the District to vote on a proposition, a copy of 
which is attached h~reto and marked as "Exhibit A," containing 
the question of whether the District shall issue the bonds for 
the purposes stated therein. The Superintendent of the District 
is hereby authorized to make modifications to "Exhibit A" as 
required to comply with requirements of election officials 
without altering the substance or intent of "Exhibit A." 

SECTION 4. That the authority for ordering the election is 
contained in Section 15100 of the Education Code and Proposition 
46. 

SECTION 5. 
election order 
Code. 

That the authority for the specification of this 
is contained in Section 5322 of the Education 

SECTION 6. That this resolution shall stand as the order to 
the County Superintendent to call an election within the 
boundaries of the District on November 7, 2000. 

SECTION 7. That the Secretary of the Board is hereby 
directed immediately to send a certified copy of this resolution 
to the County Superintendent. 

SECTION 8. That the Secretary of the Board is hereby 
directed to send a copy of this resolution to the San Diego 
County Registrar of Voters ("County Registrar") and a copy of 
the resolution to the Clerk of the San Diego County Board of 
Supervisors ("County Clerk"). 

SECTION 9. That the County Registrar and the San Diego 
County Board of Supervisors are hereby requested to consolidate 
the election ordered hereby with any and all other elections to 
be held on November 7, 2000 within the District. 

SECTION 10. That the County Superintendent is hereby 
requested to deliver the order of election, a copy of this 
resolution, and a formal notice of the election to the County 
Registrar as provided for by applicable California law. 

SECTION 11. That any and all members of this Board are 
hereby authorized to act as an author of any ballot argument 
prepared in connection with the election, including a rebuttal 
argument. 
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Resolution No. 2849 
July 5, 2000 
Page 3 
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SECTION 12. That the Superintendent, President of the 
Board, their designees, or any other individual authorized by 
the Board are hereby authorized to execute any tax rate 
statement or other document and to perform all acts necessary to 
place the bond measure on the ballot. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Trustees of the 
Sweetwater Union High School District, County of San Diego, 
State of California this 5th day of July, 2000 by the following 
vote: 

AYES: 5 (CARTMILL, GRIEGO, PROVENCIO, RICASA, SANDOVAL) 
NOES: 0 
ABSTAIN: 0 
ABSENT: 0 

**************************************************************** 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
ss 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 

I, Edward M. Brand, Ed.D., Secretary to the Board of 
Trustees of the Sweetwater Union High School District County of 
San Diego, State of California, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true copy of a resolution duly adopted by said 
Board at a meeting thereof, by the vote therein stated, the 
original resolution is on file and of record in the Office of 
such Board. 

Edward M. Brand 
Secretary to the Board of Trustees 

July 5. 2000 
Date 
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faci l it i es in:pr·avE:mem: dis <.rict is a :part, o:: the b onded indabteC..'1e.;;s 

of t h e t ern.r:ory of tte sci ~ool facilities i morove:ne.:r.t: di.sc:rict t:.o 

exceed 2.5% c r 1. 25% 1:'.9 ap!)::."opriate. -

(4 ) Exis ::i:!g lo:.oJ declarns !;.he irlter.t:. of the Le-gis~.ature that t h e 

ra te: o f t a x e s ~evied ar..nu:;~. :.ly for the sJ.:pport cf tr.e b .:mds issu.a::l ty 

a i c~cc : f&~ i l i tia5 i~pro~arnent district no t be gre~~er ~han a 

o; pe::. : l ed a :'. r.'..l.a i sr;ecial u.x levied by a comrr.uni r.y '!: a::::ilit:.ies 

c ~s'.:r ict :o:-;:;sci p :.:t ·suant: t: !J tl:<:< l·~e:. lo-:i\O :J o C orr.m~r. i t: y ra c ~lit ies A-- r

c ~ ·.s s~ . 

:~!s o~l: would l imi r: ~?P l icat ion o f that intan~ t c t h e rAte c f 

·~ .::;. . ..:.: ~ _ ::-::6 a.; .r. u a lly ior ::r.e eupport of the bonci ~ is9~e~ by the 

s ct:ci ~ a:i: -~ ~ e s i~prove2!Ct d 1striccE tha~ are £ or~ed in schocl 

C,i 2.::.:- .. :::::- C. r CG!ro-:\1.1r. i Cy cc: l.:::}a dis:::r i Ct6 '.:.h~: =. l SC ':'.~.Ve cor,,;r.,.mity 

fac: ::. :.t : ~..:: d :u~':.:-i c::s : o.n:-. .::~ p ':..i. r.au ;::n c: tc til ~ !-':e}. }. o-~oo:; Corw..uni t:y 

~~cl! i; ies Ac = o f 19e2 in ~~e terri tory o ~ t~e s c~oo! d i strict o= 

-::;~ ·;~.:L'!i :y co : lege di6tricr: . 

':'!-IE PEOPLE 8F '!' !-!E STATE Q!_; C,P..l..IFOf'.,.'HA PO EN.h.CT AS F O! .. L0 \1-l S: 

SECTION l . Section l53C Q o f t:. ~e Educatio~ Cods is amende~ t o r~~d : 

~33 00 . This c~ap:e= Plo~~t e s a mechod for ~he formac i on of sctco! 

.: a ci:'.. i t:_ es i "tlp rov€::-.emr. O.l. ~ I C..!:'i cts :;:onsisting of a portion of the 

te:c:- i :.~YY ·,.·· =~- ~ n a sch a o:. G.l.S >: J:" i cc o :- co:r.rr.uni t y c::> ll ege distric t .=.:-:d 

: :J r ':!-.s · ,, ,: . ·c ;;e oi g enen·iti cbl ~g:ido::~ bond5 by o. s c~r'lo ~ :;. f ac ili !: i es 

~c:C. 2. ~: e c :. icn 1 53 01 1J.: t:1e: E:iuca :. :. o::-1 Coca i5 a.:n=n~ed to read: 

153 0 :!. . 1a : P..ny schoc! d i st:r:.cc; or co;n.r:t·..:ni cy to2. l e ge dis t ric:. C'.l:=.c 

has a c c::-Y.r..:ni t:.y fac:li;; ieJ d i str i c t forn ed p•J:::-.st:e r; t c:~ t he 

Ne~ l o - ~acs Ccm.-:•·..:n i t y Fac i Li::: i.;;.s r\c t of. 1952, o.s 5 ~ : :':o:-t: h i !~ Ch~p: e:-

2.5 1 -::o:ril'T~c~c ing wi t:- Sec:i.a:t 533 1 ~. ) of Part 1 o f _ .:.v ision 2 of T:..;: le 

5 of the Gcver~me~t Code~ t hac has ~s one of i ts pur?c~es =h e 

co~s t ruc t~cn o f 6ctoo: fa:ilicies within a ~crti =~ o~ t h e :.err i tory 

:;,f t h a sc~aol dis tri ce or cor.:r.uni ~y college c:.sc.r.1. c: t . :nay proceeci 

~~d~r th is c h epter . · 

!b 'Th t: boundaries or· a.ny .school fac i l it i e .:; i r.,prcver:-.ent dis :::: ic : 

fo ':;':':eci ~~J.:= e ·.Jan :: to t his chdp t:er sha l l i. n ::l ud~ a ll c : t~e por:: i :,:-_ cr 

t{;e: ~. e-::- :: 5. -: o ::y H it!: ~n the bour.da.::::-ie5 of ':.h.; s.:;;,oc:::. d i sc ricc: or 

.::.:,nl!:v .. m :'. : y ccl :C eg e d::..stric t r:.i'ia :: is no;: l ocar.ed •,1'.. :.r: :.r: t:h e bou..."'ld a r:.;:; s 

o f t ~e cc;;r.::r . ..:.ni. t y fa2 i. lides di.s~ :ri:::t as desc!." i b~ ci i:-: sc:.bc.ivi sicr, t =: ) . 

( C J >. sc:-.ool C.is:.:dct cr co:n:r.·..:...t"' ity colleqe di;:;t~i.ct: :ne>.y' proce~a 

ur:der c h i!< c!'lapter w i t:-.o, , ~. meat.ing ~:-.e req...:ireJ..e::ts c1£ subdivisio!',S 

(a) and (c l if the g ::>ver:dng bo;~.x:d of t l': E! schoo~ d i s:.rict: or 

COITl!'.uni t:y co l lege district detenr.ines t:-la ':. it is necessary and w· 

the best incerest of the school district or- c owmunity college 

dis~rict, re-spectively, ·;o forn1 a schccl fa:::ili~ies im9rovement 

dietrict _p~rs<..~ant t.o thi,; chaptet' to finance c-.ny or all of the 

imprmcements set: forth i "l Section 153 02 , Jl.s a pa::-t a: c:hat 

clste'nninatior., the gover :ling board of ~he sc!'lool di~i>trict O::." 

corrlmunity college distri:::t shall ma'i<e a finding t.hac the overall cost:. 

of · fipancing the bonds issued pursuanc. to this c;"1apter would be le.ss 

;;. \ "han ; the ·overall cost · of other schoot facilities financing -options 

1 · ava1lable ~· to ' the 'school district Or CO!f\!1'\Unit:y -college district I 

1 1\ includ.i'ng, ,•bu't .not limited / to, · .. iasuing bonds pursuant to the 

, ,; : Me·l .lo-Roo5 :.communities- FaciH'tiesi\ct.· "of ·t-982 (Ch. 2; 5 (commencing · 

with Sec. . .-·" 53) ll l; Pt. _. l, 'j oiv, =2, ·Title 5, Gov. c.) . The governing 

---~:-- .. . ' 
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board -of the school distrLct or co~~nity college district proceeci~2 
u...11der this subdivieicn sh.lll define the boundaries of the sebec::. 
f~cilit:iee · i mp:!:'ovement di .atrict t:o i nclude any portion of te:::-r:..to:·:; 
within ~he juri sdiction o: che school distric~ o~ co:w1u~ ity co~ ~e~e 
distr~c ~, ev~ept that the bo~ndaries may no~ i nclude a ll or a porti=n 
of the te::-r .:.ory af tr.e c mnrrn.).<li ty facilities discdcc cie:sciibed · i!1 -subdivisior, -{a) , 

SEC. 3. Sect:..on lS::l 03 of t he .ErJucac:ior. Coc'ie is a..:n::!::de6. co read: 
15303. This cr.apte~ s :1 ::..E net: be ooSI·ative in a :-:y c a·~nty o r 

COt.:.nties t .. :n::.il the COar6 c; s-.;,pe:rvis::>r~ of eithe::- :;. he Cow:-,t y ir. 't.'.:1.1C :-. 
the cou.n ty superinte:::S.e:: •: uf schools having ju:ri s dic-:icr:. ~vc:~ u-. .: 
schoo l di etric ': cr co:n:l)tm: .ty collE:ge C.is-.:r:.cr. in \'ihich r.h~ schoo:. 
facili ties improve:r.e;:-,t c:.:;trict. i s located o:-, i! a sc:-.c o:.. ft.·.:i.li::i~; 
improvarne~ t dist~ ict l ies in twa or more co~nties, th~ board of 
5U;le rv.i.s::lrS :cr t!l.o s:= co~r , :.:'..es, by resolution adopt.:od !:ly a ::--;aj c :-::.r:.; 
vo=e of :he b~ard c f s~pe;viso rs, makes this cha~~~r a~plic ab:e i~ 
~he c0~~ :y c~ ~o~~=~es ~ 

SEC . 4. s..-c':io::'! l532 0 C·:f tt.E Ed.uca:::~o:r, Cads .:s ~.rnend.:.::: tc rt:~d; 
:S32C. W~d~ever tt~ g~ve=~i~g ~oa=d of a schoo l dis~ r ~ ct cr 

co:J;:-!",uni c.).' c~.:.. : . .:-;;~ tis-:rJ.cc ;r.~&:ing '.:DB re~-u:..:re:'!'ler,t s: ~et for::!-1 i:~ 
Secti o:-t :53~· : Cs~e~.~-=-. ~s the:. a schoo l facilic:i~s i!'rl.:_)ro .. ~-attl~n:. 
~~strict iE ne~~ssa:y , ch~ Qovern:..ng board s ha ll adopt a ~ee=:~~~c~ 
o f inten':'. i..cr-.. :!'~ ~: ~ ~: c.t~.s ~ ~1 c: t.he t~:..~o'.aJin g: 

(ei Ih?. :.nt.e:-.ci.o:; :): r.re gc.v~n;ing b:-:,ar-ci t .::t fc:::;-, -:~d: ~~opo~e:d 
sch.:1o:. faci :i r:iE:.3 .:.r\~rc-vsi~ ~; .. t:. O.i.st~.:.c':. 

(b) The p~rp~se fer w~~ c~ c~e propose6 schoo l facili-:iee 
imr.rove:-r,e:-lt dist:-.:.r.: :.s -: :: ~ = :on:-.ed, co:-,sistee'.t ,,,i ::h the 
requir.e::-.e-:nt.s so:·: f,jr ':.h in Sec::.cn 1 53C 2. 

(c) 7:-.ta es-: irr:c:c.e:J c.Ja t .o;: :.:-te .sch0o l facili;::i e9 ir"lp:-cy2"' ~n: 
$)roje:= i: . 

. (d) Th~c e.J:.Jl tf!>.:.;-;s le·J.:.ed for r.he pt..n.·po se of f inar.c::'1g tr.c: g~:--. .znt:.. 
obligation bcncs is~L2d t o f i na~cs Lhe pro ject shall b e levi~c 
excl~sive~y u9cn -t~ lands lU tha proposed 88hool ~aci liti ms 
il"'lprcve:me:-, : ·-c!. t, -: !' i:: = . 

(e ) ~hat e ~~P sto~~cg ths exterior bounda=ies cf t ~e p~oncse~ 
~chool : ~ci l i~:.'? s :.:r.;::::o,: ;;; ;'!l ~:-.~ 6~sr.rict i s 0!1 : 1le v:.:.t':: Cht) go ;:c;o-.:-r.:.:.g 
boa~d c f ':-,. so .~·:'c .:::~~ d i. s :.r i.: c or· co;:".;"':'.~..l::: c.y C:Jll e;;:~ dis t: 't ic!::. ar,O. !.. s 
ava::. :. ab~ e : :::r : · . .;;;-·.;;: :: :::cr. Dl c :-:.~ p:..ibl:c. 'I'r.e bcunaa::-ie.s o f t!:: 2 =c:!::.:.c~ 
!ac :.. liti e ,:; i .. T_;l.':'" C -" 2 ."'" ;::::1:: c .:_ s::::icJ:. E:-"lall rn ~:=t :he reqni:-~~er.t s !:C~ 
~orth i :: s~~div ~ 2!~~ ~~ ~ o~ Sectlo~ 15301. 

' : \ T!:~ t: :.::':~ =-~ ~ I'la . .:e t~::- a :-_e;ari~g b :,r t.ha g0vern:.:-.. g bDa ::-d ~:: :.:~e 
~w=~a~ icn c~ ~~e ;rcpc~ed sc~ocl ~acilities iP~roveme!1t ~i s~r~c : . 

~:--. ; ·:'':e.t: a:;~- !.!i:.e:-E?5~e~ ~e~ec!'l5 f i ncluC. ing a.~: pe:-sc::l 5 ov-·:1:.rl1 
- ~.r . .:Js t.:\e .~c:-:co2.. .. ~ i at ~:. ::. cr ccrrl!.~·\ u.ni t~l co~.J. e~e dist ::. .. ~ct , o~- :..r: : ~ ..... -~ 
~~o:J~ 1 :j ':)c:~c c : :c .. ~ :.=..:.cie::; ~ rr;.!-.:JVt? ~er:. ·..: 6is:ri:=:·. l.:!J:y ~~paar ~-~-:d ~' 6 
r.ea.n) 

S! C. ) E~ .. · · :.. :~- : :32; ~: t.rd:: E~~~c.t io~ Cc:S e: is e.rre:1de(~ ~~ ::-~ c.-:.: :.. s3.U . ". · · :: ~:-. ·lr.; :O ; . .;, ~· c of r.iit: schoo::. C.::. s ~r i c~ o :- ccrsr:·.:;: :. : J 
col:t.e ~8 :-1 ~ - - -. ;;.. :.1 :-.c:i t~~ hcc;.r::.:~~ ;;ru·.l:.Cc:d forb~' r e:::u::.: t:. .: ~. - -
it~t:en: ~.:.- .. -: ·.· .. :: -;-,e a::.:.. }l;>.::e .:.:.:-:f~d f-,y r: ~1at: re ::;o:i.usio~:. ."-.1-.y 
~~ter~s~ e~ ~s~~~~. !~=:~~i~g . b~~ ~OL :i~i ced t~ . all ~Arso~s ~\~. i~; 
:i.and :n ::-.c:- ~ ·:·~·::::· 1 O.is·.:r~c: : . . o :: i.r, t he propose:ci ,sc!·.a::l fa.:::.:.:.:.:.e:'l 
ir:lp r-o·tE!l' i'::-1':. :: .. .o ::r.:.::: :. (}!: co:: . :-~'T. -...::ity co~.lP.ge di:iltrist, l'i'ay a;,;cE>::::' 2. :-.C: :'Jc: 
hea=d co~cer~i~~ a~y ~~::e~s set fo:-~h in tha res ~ :~~ic ~ a~ 

. incentio;,, 
SEC. E. Sec.c:ior. :5:323 o: : :;e Education Cc.deo iE ~ms::~dec t.o :::"c:J.::; 
15~2 3 . At tha hear~ng , t~e ;overning board o f t:t2 ~cjool ~~s~c~c~ 

or c orn:n·c:,\ ity colltig·<::! d ictr~c':. :r.c..y adopt:. a reso .i. u::5.o=: ·p:::O:;;osing 
rnodif icatio~.s , c:o::sist~::.c ,., i :.h Se::::t. i or: 153 02. of t.hc pu::pcsE :=:.=<c~;;. 
in the ::-esol •.lt.:.cr. of i r. ter: :ion. ;.. res oJ.l.:t ion propcJsin:; rr.oc, i fi cc. c:.i .:- :-: 
shal•l dE:SC.!'."~be the propose.~ modific~tiqn5 , St<it e Cr.e char.ge, ~f o.:-.y, 
in t;he ~ e a:::.ima c ed cost o.f c :u :rying cut t.he· purpose:, a~d shal l fix .:. 

, . time~ ·ar.d pla ~e for ;hearing by the governing board. · ., 
, SEC. ? , ... · Section.' 15324" o :: the Education Code u · a.rr;~nded to read: 

15324 . The> ~overning b<Jard of the _school dist.ric t or com.'<'ot.:nity 

I 

·It 
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) 

' .-



S EP . -1 3 0 0 t \I E -~ l l - · ,J r, I) 
1
) J I ' ) .. '": 

-sa I i.t4-'scnate Bill. CHAPTERED http:l/info.sc:n.ca.gav/pub/95-96/bill/se ... -1550/~b_l S44_hi 11_96093 n_chpterell.h~ 

. college district shall publish the resolution p~oposing the 
modifications to ' the resolution of intention once in the earns 
newspaper ~r. v:hich the re!iolu-tion of intention wae published ao;. least: 
14 days pr1or t;o the date of hearing on the proposed modificat:ions. 

. - ~-SEC. S. Section 153.26 ·::f the Education Coae -is amended- to~ead~----·-
15326. At the conclusLon of the hearing on . the resolu~ion of 

intent ion and of the hea~·.L r,g, if any I upon proposed modifications 1 the go·,rer:-.i::g bo~rci !:'.C.Y b·r res~lution O!'der the scho~l facilities 
ir.1prov~me:: :; ciis tr~ct fo::m.~O. fer the purpose and with the boundariEs 
des: rib;:d in :the res:::lur..i lln o! intention 1 and , if relevan~, t.r,e re;;;o 'l.ution _p!:cposing mod i:: ice.o:.ior.s. The resol:.1tion ordering ths 
sd;ccl facilit:.ias improve;1e:"lC: district. £orm.:;d sr.all .S"Cat.e the 
es':ir:.at cd cos::: of carryin\r out t.r.a p'.lrposs describ~d in the -
re.soluticn '!he resolu~ion sh~ll a~so ml.~er a.•d desicn"-.t~ t!:e 
sc';:c.ol fac1litie .s imp::-o'.re: lent dis:ri•::t sub.stantially as "School 
Fo:ilities :!:r:;p:n~vc:;r,,;mc Dit•trict o£ t!l.e __ S~!':ool D:i.st::-ict '' o.:c 
''Sc:h:;ol Fac.i.lit:ie,:; !rt.provun~;:nr: District of ~he: __ Corr.mun ity Colle~.:: 
Discrict. '' ,. 

S~~ . 9. s~~~ion ~5327 cf ths Education Coo~ is a~ended to rea~ : 
15327. The gov~rning loard of the sch8ol d~st.ri~t or co~~ucity 

ccl::.ege cist:ric~ ir. whi.ch a schoo:. f:J.c ili cic.:; irn~rcve:nent discricr; tas beer. ronr.eo s::;.all. havE the sa.-ne rig~A.t:s 1 poi·:erc; 1 d·~ties and 
r~:spo :-.a i'b i li':ies \v:th ~C:3i=€!Ct to t!:.e fam.ation a;;a govcrn.'T1E'nt of 
s chool fa::il~ti"=s irr:pr:)verrent: dist.:-ict as the go,,;-arning board has 
with respec: to the sdwol district: o::- c~tr~'i.unity col l ege dis:.ric':. 

SEC. 10. £ect:.o.:1 1333t.5 is a.dcied to tr.e Ed·..tcacicr. CcC.e, to raaO.: 

15334.5. Notwiths:anding aLy other p=ovisio~ of la~. no bonded indeotsdness rray be ir.cu.r:ced pur.s,_anc to this chapter ir. ar~ a.-no·.mc 
that wo~ld cause t he bondej i~debtedness of the cerritory of. the 
sc:1ool district cr community college dis!:.ric~ of whicn the school 
facilities .:.rr.p::ovene:u:. dis:: ri ct is a part, to exceed che lirr.:.catio:i 
of indebte~'es~ specified i.:1 Sections 15102 and 151 06. ~o bo:1o~i 
ir.de~-:.edne2s ~~Y bi;! inc~.:.rr ::d p:.::rsuant to t jis chap:.~:::- in ar, a'Tiount 
~tat wo~ld ca~se the bcnce) indebteQ~ess of the territory of t.he 
~chool faci:~ties i~prov~~ =~t dis:.ri~t to exceed Lhe limitation oi 
i::debc.ed..ness specified in .3ections 15330 ana 15332. 

SEC. 11. S~;;ctio:-. 15336 1)£ the E::i'-"cation Cod.: is amended to n;ac: 
15336. ~'i i::bin jQ day.s i ~fcer the er.d of each fisca~ y~ar , the 

gOvE!r:l ir,g boi3.::c'i of the; sch·~Ol diEtric:. or co!11.rr.:;:1it:y college distr i co;. 
in which U ·.e sch::Jol facili·:ies in·\p:::.-ove:11 em: d i st:- i ct is locac.ed ::he.l:.. 
s:.J.brr.it a re?or~ cc~~aining th~ informati on to a~ eleccion held 
p~rsuan~ to Art icl ~ 4 cc~lencing wi.t.h Section 153,01, c.o the cc~n~y GUpet-inte::den!: of schools 11bo ~a;:; juris.iictio:·, over r;:f:e school 
dist:ric[. or com:-:,un ity collnge dist:ricc; 

ral T'::e t-otal 2..TJ1o"..!nc of. tr.e bo:-,d i~sue 1 bond~d i nc.::bted.r.ess, ;:j!" 
ottsr indebtedne5s inv:Jlve' l. 

(b) The pe~centage of q:tali:ied elec tors '..VI':o are residents cf rhe 
schcol faci:.ic:!.es iml,)rCVC3!T't ~•- t di.sc:::.- i:::t v!ho vo t ed at ;:l",e e::i.ec:ior1. 

(c) The results of the ~.~e~tion 1 with t.he p~rcentage of votes cast 
fc•r and against the p;-opos:.cion ir.vclve·5, 

SEC. :1.2. . Sec: don 15342 of ~he Education Coce i.s arr.er.d::d tCJ read: 
153~2. L"ly one or I:'lCre of the purposes e nL.."i\er"'t:ed i n Sec~;:ion 

15302
1 

excspt that of refur:din2 any outs~ar.ding va_i6 indebts~~eS$ c; 
tr_e school facilities i:r,pr<•verr.er.t district: evidenced !Jy ~.1:1ds1 mc:.y, 
by order of the gov~::-ning t 1oard of :h.(! schoo l distr i cc ar co:r~-r,unit.y college di;;;;trict in which t.hE: school facilit:ies imprm·eme:.t discric r. - __ is _locatedl be united and \~~~d upon in a single proposit:ion. 

SEC •' 13. - Sect. ion 153<19 ,: ,f tha Ed1.4cat.:l.on Code is ar.,;nded r.o rea:L is349. !f ' it appears f1 ·o:n the certificar.e of ele:::t:ion results 
~hat. .ft~'1o:-~hirds o~ ~he v_o't:.~·~ :. c:=ast by -the voter~ ~o~ing, on , the . propos~·tl.on .. of Jasul.ng bonc.s . pf _the .. school facll~t1es ~rnprove:nent, ., district ·are iil 'fav6r :of 'is su'in~i the ·bonds, r.he governing ·board of ·<i th'a ',s 'chool · district '6r ~ ccimr. ,tinit/ college district in whi~h -ths school · 1 ....... ' -r --- :"~-- .. ~- . • •• -' • 

./ ~\f.--··· ../. 
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faciiities improvement ·district is locaLed shall cause an entry of 

that ' fact to be made upon its minutes. The governing board of the 

school district or co~~unitt college district shall then certify ~o 

the board of -supervisors of the county whose superintendent of f 

schools has ju=isdiction ave~ the s~hool district or comm~nity 

college district, all proceedings had in the premises. ·---.'The count.y ' 

superintendent of schools shall send a copy of the certifi~ate_of -- ·- ·-

eleccion results to the boerd of supe~visors of the county. 

SEC. 14. S~ction 15350 cf the Educacion Code is arr.ended to read: 

15350. Bonds of a schocl facilities im~rovement district shall be 

offe::-ed for: sale by the boc .rd of .supervisors of the county in whic;-, 

the cour.t.y superintendent ~,f c;cho~b haa jurisdiction ov~r r;he e;choo l 

district or corr.!T'.ur.ity colli~g!i' distr.ic: in which ::r.e school 

facilities i:np:rovement dist:rict is _ocated as soon as p:Jssible, when 

appro;:ri'"te, following rc:c •::p~:.. of a re.solut ion duly a::icpt.:d by the 

gcverr.ir..g board oi tnat sc: ll:Jo l dis::.ri.:t m: co;r-.mllni ty col leg!? 

distric: , The resolut:cn ~tai l p~escribe the cocal a~ou~ t of bcr.ci5 

t:o be sold. The rc;solutio'1 xr.a.y also prescribE r:he maxir:um ac.::et:ta~le 

ir..terest rate, not to exce!e S percent, and Lhe time or times wte~ 

the whole or ar-y part of t~e principal of the bonds shall b e payab~e, 

which shall n,J'; be rr.ore3 th=.n 25 years from the da·.:e cf th~ bo:1ds . 

SEC. 15 . Section 15331 of the Education Code is arr.cnded to ra~c: 

15351. -v;:-.er. authorized by t.he governing board of :.he s;:;.o.:l 

district o~ corr~u~ity college district i~ which c~e sc~ool f.ac:~i=ies 

i~provcMer.t d~ecri ct is lccated, bcr.ds of che school facili~ i e£ 

improve~e~t cistrict may te o:te=ec for sa~e as a group b)' the beard 

of s c:pe:-vi sors of the c our.ty in vlhi c!"l the coL:r.ty superintende::.t cf 

schools hes ju:.-isdictio;'. c·ver the school district or co:r~T.un ii::y 

co l lege di st.ric :. in r,.:l;ich the school facilities imprcve:nent di.St:l·i;:r 

is loca'::e-:': , C.t a tin.e de; tE!t'Y.lin ed oy the boa:rd of SUp.::rvisc:n; 

fCillo...,•ir.g rece1pc of e. re!;oh:tion duly aC.opte::i by the gc:v~r.dng b:J~:rd " 

of that school di5t:::ict. o:: cc·mmuni ty college di.s t ric':.. ~he 

:resolution ~hall prescrib. ~ the total arno~mt o: bonds to ~e sold. ':'=re 

resolut.ion · t:\e.y also presc · ~ibe r:he maximu.rr1 acceptable inte:::est r~;:ce, 

nor.: to exceed 6 percent , .md t!Le time or ti:r•ea wh.:n the w~:o le cr ar.y 

part of the principal of :~e bonds shall be payable, w~i ch sha~i ~ot 

be nore t han 25 years fron tte date of the bonds. Eidc'iers s h&! l b~ 

required to bid a l~~p-s~n b!d a~ all bands as a group. If oids 

sa t.i efac~c:y to che gcvern!..ng board of each school dis t rict cr 

cor:mu.:.n;.. cy co2.lege dis t rict in •,;hi ch a school fac~litie.s :.r.:prc·..re::-.e:-:::. 

a~ s~r1c~ is loc~ted are re2eived, che bo~ds offered for sale s ~~ll be 

awarded to >;he b i dde ::::- ~o.:!:::LS~ bi6 ~il l res\.:.lt i r: t.:he lm-•est r.~ t 

ir.;:.ere.s::. cos t fo!:' che grcup cr for the bo:1ds cf. any c'iisr.r :!. c:. i nc l'.ld:=a 

~., .:. ~::b in ~he g-ro;.tp. Eo:ds s hall ::,e issued and sold in t he noui'ie cf 

eacf'. schoo~ ~acili ties i:nprove:ne ~\:. d:..s ::x ict: in t:.he sarne rr.c1r.n~::- a3 

provi ded ir: rh i s chapter 
SEC. 1 6 . Section l 535 :. c: t:h~ Eji.!:::at.ion Codo; .l S am;:.nC.~d t:~ :r.aa·2 : 

15352 . ~ne bo:;.ds sh~ - -~ be iss\.lcd in the name of : h .:: sd:co l 

facili :.i. e~ :.:r.prove.1'\en;: cLstric'; and shal~ be des ign o:. ::.eci '~ 5o;;d:;; ce t.!:'; e 

School Fa::ilities Irr.p!:'OVarne:J.t Dis:::rict of the __ S ~l:oo }. Dis::-i:::r: '' 

cr UBcr.ds o£ c!-1-:::: Schoo l i'ac ilir.ie5 Ir..pro·.rament: District cr :.~;..:: - -·

Cow.;r;u:.i -:y Co~leG"e Ois::ri:r: " ana e;~.c~ bor.d ena al.l i.:t :-.eres:. co'.l:J.:::::: 

.s 'h ttl l s):ate that the tax for .:i"1e paym.en':: thereo: s :--.all be limi:.ed co 

~~nual taxe~ co be levieS 4Por. ar.d collected fro~ the landa wlr:~i~ 

the schOQl facilities irrc~ovement district. 

SEC. 17. Se~tion l5353 of the Ed~cation Code is am~nced co r~~ci: 

15353. The ~ond5 s t al l be issued in the der.omination o~ 

o~;;omir.ations as the board of supel~isors of the councy ir. which ~he 

coun ty s~perintenden::: of schools has jurisdiction ov~r the sc~col 

diec.rict:. or co!!'.mUnitY cc,llege district in t,.lhich the e:::: ~ool facili:.i e :; 

improvement district is located may prescribe. 

' SEC :--'lfl. Section 153!16 of thE: Education Code is a.l"I€nded t:.o t:ead: 

1..- .• -<1535G.· . (a) (1) :The }.)oard of'suoervisors of t.:he coun::.y in which 

the county superint'endeat 'of -schools has jurisdictior. over the school 

dil3crict or ,c omir.urii ty •c,:Jllege district in which the ·school 

.-
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f~cilities improva~ent dietrict is located shall prescribe · t~e fcrrr. 

of t he bonds by an order ~~tered upon i ts minutes. · 

(21 Tr.e bonds shall be . sig~ed by the chairperson of the board of 

supervisors, or by ~~Yother member thereof as the board of 

supe~isors shall, by resclution adopted by a four-fif~hs vote cf all 

its ' rnembers, autho~ize an6 designate for that purpose, and also 

sig:::ed by the treasurer of the county, and 5ha11 be co'.lr.tersigr.ed by 

che clerk of the board c: supervisors or by a depu~y of either of the 

officers. Ur.le.ss the !lo!lrd of supervisors otheno,rise provide:S, · all 

the signatur~s and countersi~atures may be printed, lithographed, 

er.graved, or o~he~i$e mechanical~y reproduced except thac one of the 

signatures or c:o·J . .ntersignatures to the bonds shall be rr.a!'.ually 

a!fi.xed. A.ny sigr.ar.ur.: rr.ay be affixed in accordance ... :ith the 

p~ovision~ o! the Uniform Facsimile Signatures of Public Officials 

Act, Ch<.p~er 5 (car:une::.cing with Sect i on 5500) of Title 1 of the 

Goven.~.:r.e:!t. Coce. 
(3 ) Al l exper.ses ir.curr:d for the pr·eparat:ion, sale, ::.nd delivery 

of t;:e school facilities i'liprovement bonds, including but:. no: l::.m.:t.::d 

to, fea~ o: a~ :r.depe~d~~t f~nancial co
nsu~tant. the p~bl:caticn o: 

the off icia.l r.otic<: cf sal3 of the bonds, che preparatic::, printing-, 

a~d disr.rib~tion of r.he official s~a~e~ent, the obtaining ~f a 

ratir~g. t~e p~rchase oi ~n3urance insuring the prompt. pay~ent of 

interes: and principal , t.h! preparation of che certif i ed copy a~ ~he 

transcriFt. fo~ the succe~sEul bidder. the printing of t~e bonds , a~d 

legal fees of indepandent .:Jond counsel recained by the sch~ol 

f~cili ties i:r.provernent dis :ricr:. issuing ·tr.e bonds are legal charges 

against the f~~ds of the s:hool facilities improvement dist~ic~ 

issuing the bor.cs and may :)e p~io from che proceeds of sale of che 

bonds. 
(b) Notwichsr.ar:ding s'..lb.'livisicn (al, the boarq of e;upe!:-vi'sors !r: ay, 

i::. its discretion, det.erm.::.ne th~t c.ll of the required signatures a.r.d 

cct:.nt.ersigT.a:ures shall be by facsim:.les , provide.:l, however. that 

d:e bor:ds ~~all not be V!i~ :~d or beco:ce obligato~ fo-:; any purpose 

u.-.til manually signed b:t an auc.tenticatincz agent duly appointed by 

the board or ic.s autr-.orize:l. designee. 

SEC. 19. Sec cion :5357 of the Ed·.lce.dor. code is a.".enc~d to rea.c: 

153 57. T":le l:::oard of s:;pervisors shall establ:.sh v.·.::.thin tl".e co:2r.ty 

treasury a school faci.l icios i~p~ove;nent fund for ea:::~'i. school 

facilities i~pr .. .:\:en~e:i~ cis l;rict the pu:::-posa ot depositing -he 

proceeds of r.!:e bonds l.ssut?d pu:rs·.1ant. to this chapce:r. Tii~ bo;;.rd o£ 

s1.1perv1sors shell also estc~blish within t.hE: cour.ty t.reasu~y a sc~ool 

facilities i.rr.p:::- ::verr.;:,nt bon:l inter-es~ and ein:«:.ing fu:.d for each s.:~,co l. 

f.;\ cilitiea imp::'overr.ent dis1 :rict. 

SEC, 20. Se::tior. 15358 of the Educa:.ion Code is ar;~ended to read: 

153 58. !c.l 'I'~e bonlis s hall be issued by the:: board of s'..l.pervieor~, 

payaol~ ::..:t of the int~res 1~ ar.ci s:nking f'I.L'"1d of ti".e s~hool 

facilit:'-e.s ~~9rove:n:m~ dis~:rict, !'he board of superv:.sors, in its 

disc.re:i.or., a:-.d witho•.1':. fu:-t!~ e r authori:zar:ion f.::·orn :.he governir.q 

board of th.: sc!'lo:;Jl O.is::ri::t o:- c:ornrr.unity ::college dis:.rict in >-Ii'lic!: 

the scz:ool :aci:. i::ies ir;:provel!'.ent dist:rict is locar.ed , l"'.ay sel l t he 

bo:~ds at: a negotiated sa::.e o:::- h~· COI'1petitive b.!.cd:.r.g. -:·he b::.;,d~ r:;ay 

be ~old at .a discount r.o: t o exceed 5 percent. and at an i:1ter~s:: ra':o:

:-,ot exc~ec.;.ng the rr.a.ximu:7\ !Je:.-r;-.:L tted by Section 1S3S4. :!:f tl:S! sale 

is b:t competitive bid, the board of supervisorE shall ccmply wi~h t~t 

provisicns of Sections 153~i9 and 15359.1. The bonds snall be solei 

by the board. of supenrison; no lat.er than the date desigr,ated by r.he 

governing board of the school aist.ricc or community college district 

in which the school facilities improve:nent district io lccat.ed as the 

final ~date for the sale .of the bonds. 

(b1 The pro'ceede of ehe sale of the bonds, exclusive of any 

preml\!1)\- received, ~hall be deposit.ed in .the county treas'.lry to the 

• 1 credit;.- of' the ·Jichool !acil:.ties improvement fund of the 5Chool 

.: facilities(- irnprovernerit ,. dist:rict : · The · proceeds · deposited shall ·be 

··' drawn ·out · as ;necessary · to, dnance the purposes ,approved _by the vl?te:::-s 

1 purSuant tO •t:ttie chapter,- .:, The .bond -proceads ·. Withdrawn shall not ,be 
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applied to any other purpos~s than those for which the bonds were 

ias'ued. Any premitll'n or accmed interest received from the sale of 

the bonds; shall be deposite·:i in the interest a:.d sinking fund of the · 

county treasury .established for the school facilities improvem~nt 

district. · 
SEC. 21. Sec:tion 153 59 of the Education Code is amended-.to read: 

15359. Before selli:l.g tr1e bonds, or any part. of t.hem, the-board 

of supervisors as appropriate, shall acive:-::ise for bids at lease two 

weeks in some daily or weekly newspaper of general circulation 

published in the cour.ty whcee county su9erintend~nt of schools has 

jurisdiction over the g~verr.ing board of the school dist=icc or 

co~~u~itlr college dietrict in which the sc~ool facilities impravem~nt 

die;trict: is located or if there is no newspaper published in L:hs 

co~nty, ir. a newspaper pub2isC.ed in so~e ocher county in the state 

having a ;e~eral circulaticn ir. the county. 

SEC, 22. - Sec~ion 15359.J cf the Educ~tion Code is amended ~o rsad: 

15359.1. (a) If s=.tisf< ~cto:y bids are received . the bo:lds offered 

fer sa::.~ shal: be a\llarde::l :.o r..he highe5 ':. responsible bidder or 

bidd~r.3, anC. o:he county cln.::-;.. s:-..:;..11 pr~pa.re and ce:rtify to all a:: the 

proce~dings o~ file: in r.i~ or her of f ice relative to ~he issuar.c~ 

and sa.i.e of ~he bcmde, whid". trar:5cript of r,roceedi;,gs shall he 

de:ivered !:.o the s uccessfu . bidder cr biciders withou t cha;-ge. If no 

bids are :raceived , or if t :1e b.::a~-cl C.et e rrr.ir.es that: the bids race:.ved 

exceed ei t:her .:he l'i'.axi:num ·lCCe;lta!:lle interest rat:e prescribed by the 

governir.g board or t.he max~nul-:-1 rat<? prescribed by Sect::io:i 15353, or 

tha~ they a~e nu~ satisfac:ory as to price or responsibil lty of t i e 

bidde~s , the =oard may rsj~ct all bids received, if ~ny, and wi tr.o~t 

further. auchorization :ro~ the governing b~a~d of the school dis~rict 

or carr.mur:ity coll@ge o.~stric:: in \vr.ich the school facilities 

irr.prove:r.eno: :!istrict is leGated, ~i t:he r readvertise or sell the ooncis 

a:: private sale. · 

(b) For t~e pur9ose of determining whether or not a bid exceeds 

the maximu~ - accept~ble ir.t&re£t rate, the iuterest rate of that bid 

shall ~e deemed to be the interest rate r~su~tir:g f~om che total nee 

interest cost arrived a:: ty comp~ting che tota~ ~mount cf interes:: 

that thE! school facilitie~ imp::-o·.re:nent distric t would bo re~ired to 

pay from t:.l".e aat:e or t:he i:: ends :.a ens respective 'Z!'.a!:urity da t e5 

there :J !' C'. :. the rc.t-.:. o:: rat ee speoifi.sd in the: bid a:1d ~Y deduct.~ng 

t:here£ro::\ eny ~r~miurr. bi. Ci . 
.SEC. 23. section 15359 2 c; t !' . .a E;du.::at:ion Code is a.m&:\de6 to re;:;.d: 

15359.2. (a) T!:e issu:.ng s::hool facilities improvement disc;::-ic:: , 

by a:::ticn of t.he governir.c; boa:-c of the school dis~rict- or carr.r.-:.Jni ty 

college district ir. \oJi':.icn tr1e .schoo: facili::ies improve.:r~ent dis:::-ic: 

is located, na.y prepare, .; r hav~ prep~reci, bo!'l.d brochu :!:es to serve as 

a prcspectus for bond buy~rs to assist ir. the sat.isf~ct cT)' sa l ~ o~ 

~he bonds . t~e e~~ense of che brochures shall be payabLe out o: ~~e 

fucds of :he district. T1e brcc~ures ~ay be prepared onl y afte~ t he 

ies ,;anc.:t cf the b~nds to oe s ::::l C. h<:.s beer. ap;;;roved :Oy the elect.oz:s c.: 
the school. fc:.cilicies irnp:rave:r.er.o: district P'lrsuant tc Jl.rri.:le ~ 

(co!':'nlen::;ing \•,li::h Section l52t.O;. 

(bl The iss""ing schoo~ facilities improverr.e:".t d i strico: by action 

of the gove~ning boar:i ir. ~>'hich the ::;::ho~ l t.:;.cilit: i es inprov~:;,er.: 

oistric~ ie lccatec may cxpecd f~.nds ct the school facili t ies 

irnprcve;rnem: district: fer cne ~urpose.;;; of advertis i ng the avtlil~bi li ::)' 

of the bo:.ds for purchas L in ~r.y 9 ublicacior: or newspape:r that ir. 

th~ opinion of ttat gov~1n ing board will give notice co prospecti~e 

bond buyers chat the bonds are available for purchase by bond buye.::-s. 

! 

SEC. 24 . .:. Sect:ion l538il of ~he Education Code is a.."tls!'l.ded to ::-ead: 

'153 80. If any bonds clUtho:-ized _under this chap~er have not been 

- offered for sale - tor one year from the date of the:. electior. at \',:hich 

they were authori~ed · or ~emain tinsold ~or a perJcd ·of six months 

· ·- after having been· offered for ,sale in the manner pre.scdbed by the 
- ~-
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bo~rd of 5upe~vieo~s, the governing boa~d of the ~chool d~strict or 
co.:r.munity college district in which the school facilities irnprove:nenc: 
dist~ict is located ar.d for which the bonds were authorized, m~y 
peticion the board cf supe1visors that has jurisdiction o: ~he 
issuan=~ and sale of tte bends to cause the unsold bonds to bs 
canceled. 

SEC. 25. Seccion 15381 c: the Education Code is ar:iended - to -read: 
15361. ' Upon receiving the pe:ition, signed by a ~~jority o! th~ 

tr.e:r!ber:~ of the governing b~·ard of the school d.isc:rict or com.•w..:.ni ty 
college dis':.rict !.n which the echool facilities imorover:-~e:1t district 
is l:.'.l:at~d, the board af Stlperviso:-s shall fix a time for c. r.ea:dnct 1 

whic":". sh~!:i. not be more th<.:r. 30 da~,ts after receipt of the p::!':::i r:ior:~ 
and shall cause a nctice st.ating the time and place o~ the tearing, 
ar.d che ooject of t.he petil~ion in general terms, tc 'tle publishe::l for 
10 days prior to the hsaritL~ , in a news~ap~r publishe6 in the sch~cl 
facilities improvement disl:!'icc if then:-e is one, and if the-::-e is r.o 
ne\-!spa;_Jer p1.1blisn~d in the sctco'l. facilities izr-.prove:r.e:Lt dis tri ce I il"'. 
a r.e·..,.s?ai?er pl.!blished at -th~ co'o.lnty seEtt ci the courlty. 

SEC , 2E. sec:.ion 15384 of the Educatior. Code is a..'1',ence:3. to re.s.d: 

153 84, '!he governing l:;.Ja:rd of a 6Crto0l dist:::ic::. or CC7..mur:i C)' 

Cvllege CiH.ri.c: in which ,:. .school facilitie5 imprOVe::\er.t Cl9':rict. is 

lccated may petition the bJa!'d of superviscr5 to cancel t~e 
re=ain~~g c.u~horizacian of th.s.: district to issue an1 sell bonds 
resul::.ir:; from any pa!'tic~lar schcol bond election afte= the sale c£ 
at ~east 90 percenc of Lh~ bonds authorized at the electio~ i~ th~ 

~mount of the ~e~ainicg au:horization is not more th~~ twenty-five 
chousane dollars ($251000) a nd in the opinion of the governin~ boa=d 
the sale of the re~aining ~ocds ~ould not ~e economically ~uscified. 

Sec tior.s :!.53el and 15382 sna:!.l be applicable and ac. or following t.::e 
~aaring therein provided f~r 1 the board of supervisors, ~~ it 
cieten'!'.lnes r.;;a':. the public interest will be served thereby, rnay rr.a:<e 
a~d · ente~ ~~ orde~ in the mir.uLes of its proceedings that t~e 
remainir.g a~thorization be cacceled. Upon the ent=y of the order, 
the vote by which the rerr~ining authorization was creaced shall ceas€ 

to be of ar.y V::l.l:.di :.y wirt r.s;;;;Ject to ths remaining authorizat:..on. 

SEC. 2i. Ssct:.ion 15390 of the Eci.ucation Code i.s a-rte:l.dc30. co re3C:: 

15390. The governing toard of a school district or :o~~~:1i ty 
co~le~e a:st~ict in wtich a school facilities improv~~e~t di9trict is 
loca:ed ~ay purchase in t.te open market bonds issue~ by the ~school 

faci:i.it:.es i :r.:_:-:-c.vsmenc diEtri:::t with a.vc.ilable funds fron-c the sc~,ocl 
facil~ties ~rn: JVemenc fur .d. 

S~C. 28. Section 15391 of the Ed~cation Code ~s a~e~ded to re~d: 
15391. ~':.er. 4."1Y bor,as i ~st:eci 'uy a school f~ci~ic.ies ~::,p~ove:~t e!::c 

ci=:trict have neen purcha";ed b:; the gover;J.il".g board :::f t;ie sc;'1o~l 

d~sL.ric'C. or comm.lnity co l:.ege dis~:rict ir. which the school. f.s.cili::.:.es 

irr:o.r.-o•Jament district is ltlca:.ed 1 che bonds sh!ill be ~eerred cc.nceled 
a.~,~ of no furtr.e:r validit~'. The governing board of t:r.e schoo l 
di9trict or :::o:r.rnunicy co:i. .. ege district in. which t:.r.e sc;;.ocl facili>::es 

in·~rovamelit dist:dct is l·)Ca:.ed shal l imrr.eG.i;:;te l )' 1 c.f:er p"Jr::ha5ing

the tends , :-.otify the boa.:d of. st.:penriGors of it.s actio:-, , descr::.bi;,g 
the bands p~rctased. At Lcs first meeting ~hereafter, the b~arc ~f 
supervisors shall nc::e th3 purchase and ca:-Jcellat:icn of the bends i:-1 

the minu~es of ics procsejings. 
SEC. 29. sec~ion 15400 of the Education Code is ~~ended ~o read: 

15400. (a) The boa~o ~f superv~sors, by an ord~r e~tered ~p~n : t£ 

ninutes, shall fix the :ime whe~ the whole or ~"'~Y ~art of che 
principal of che bond3 shal1 be payable, which shall n~~ be more than 
25 years from che data of cte bonds. If the governing board of cr.e 
school district or cornr;,ur. ity college diet.:dct in which the schaol 
facilities improvement district is located has prescriped ir. its 
=esolution ~the time or tjmes when the whole or any part o: the bones 

· shal'l. -be payable, the . t.in1es and amounts· shall be fixed by . the ordes::-
.;of the board of ·superv.i:ic•rs : · 1 · ·:r ~ • 

;. (b) . Any ·bonda maY :.be.J.ssued subject ... to call and redemp-cion pefore 
I -' t ... ~· I 
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m~turity at the option of the governing bo~rd of the school dist~ict or co~~unity 
college dietrict in which the sct.ool facllities irr~rovemenc district exists. The governing board may inc lude in its resolution a requirement that all or any part of the bends shall be issued subject. to call and redemption before maturity and the price or prices at \'thich said bonds shall be redeemed. The beard of supervisors, in its order fixing the form of the bo~ds and the maturities thereof, e~all p:ovide th~':. the bor.ds be redeemable ~: the opt::'..on of ':.1:-_e governi llg boarc a:1d at the p~ice o~ prices fixed in the resolution. Bonde issued s·-Loject to caL. ani redempr.ion prior to !"\aturity c;ha:!.l ccntai :-. a recital to that effe~~, and no bond shall be s~bject to call or · rede;r.ption p~ior to matu: .Lty unless it c:cntains ths. re:::i cal. The board of s~~~rvisors in i ·: s o~dir shall fix the me chcd of giving r.otice of rederr.pt ion to r_nlcier.s of bonds to be redee:ned. SEC. 30. Sectior. 15401 of tC.e Education Cod~ ~£ ~T.e~5ed tj read, 154Gl. T!'.e beard uf Sl~?er.,ris.:>:-s, a-: th~ dln;ct:ion uf t.he sove::ni:1g board of t:!-• .; schoo l dis~rict cr com.'T\ur_i cy eel lege district. ir~ which t!:e school facili tie,s iroproverae:-'lt district. is located, may divide t!:e prir.cipal amo~rt of bonds aut.~oriz~d ec any el&ction ir.co cwo o~ mere series and Ma~ fix different dates for the bonds of eact eariea, in w:--.ich e·Je:1t th..: :r.axir..\.:...."11 rna::u:dty date o: the bor:de sha:!.l be C6lc~la:ed fro~ the date of e~c!: series respective!y. ~hen the issu~c E: a: l:Jancie shall hcve bee:; authorized purs;.;.a.n l to cwo or more proposit : ~~s subm~tted ac the s~~e or dif:e~ent elections , all or a~y par':. oi che b~nd:; nos theren:oi:ore i s:sucd may be c~:m.b:.ned and iesued ~~d sold ~s o~e or mora series. SEC. 31. Scc~ion 15403 Jf the Edu~atio~ Cocie is amended to r~ad: 15403. 7ne principal aid interes~ en the bonds shal l be paid by tl:e co~n c.y c.:::-oasurE:~ o: th~ co· . .mcy ir. lJ{_.'-tich the supe!"int~;:dent of sct..aols ·h:~.~ jc:r-isdictio!'l c;,;: the .s::hool districr. cr corr.:r;l.!nity ccllege d1c.tr:.ct. in whi~'h the s c!.o ~l fecilities improve:re:-.t disr.rict is loca>:::ed, aL- the pl~ce :requ Ll·ea by the tem.s of the bor:.ds, upon presentatio-:1 ar:.d su.:-render of warrants dra•JJn by r.he cou!'lr.y ~udi tor ir. pa.yment t.~e::-eof, after he o;- al:e h:i5 canceled the bonds a...-.d coupons, or upon the receipt: of che reg~stered ::i'...rr.~r, if th~ bor:ds · are registere:l , a:-cer a prope:.:- 1.'/ar:::-an:: has been draw::. by t:.he auciitor. a :..1 t cf the !:l:nd provided fo~ ti ~eir :t:'aymen:::. . SEC. 3 2, Sectior. 1540~ c•f T.:he Education coce is arr.ence5 to re=id: 15404 . Upo:1 the ordet- ':E t~e au:J.ito"--, any T;'ICm~y rerr.aining ir: t:!'le ~nce::eat and ~ir.:.<ing ft:r.C. t f any school £e.ci1i t ie.;, iT!'p:t:· ~·:eme:ic: d:..sc.:-ict a £:. e.r the payrr•e:-.t of ell bonds and co ·.<7;~ons pa.yaole fr.):n t:-:e fund, cr any wc~ey in exceE5 o~ an a~ount suf~icient to pay all u~pa~d bo~ts a:id coupons p!yable from the fund, s~all oe transfe~red :a c.he genera: f u:1d of ~~e gcvern~ng board o~ the .school districc or coinrrh.:r.ity ccl:Cege dist:ric: ir- w!-.ich t:;r.e :sci':ool fac:ilit:ie.s irr,pro·;er~.er.t dist:rict i s located . 

SEC. 3~. Ss~c!on 15405 cf the Ed~~ac~o~ Code i s amendej to reaci: 15405. A.iY money pai6 ~n>:.o t~e C:Ol.lr.ty c:r-ea.sury of ':he coun t y a.r1d credit:e3 L~ t~e i~teres:. anj sinking fun~ of a~y schocl facilities irr.p~ovemer.: t'liscrict .:-er:."J.l::ir.g afr:.~r tl-.e :;:;ayment 8f a ll b·::mds and co-.:pons payabli3 from :he fo..; ~. 6, or t.;hid:. is in excess o: an amc·Jr: '.: e~ff~cient to pa~ al! uppai5 b~nds and coupons payable f~orn the fund , shal l be t~~~eferred tc the s~e~ial reserve fund of ~he s=hool d~etrict or co~~unicy co~ }. e~e district in which the school faciliti~s irr.p:::oveme~t disc.::-icc. is lo:; . ~ted and may be used cnly fo::: the p1.!.rpose specified ~r. £~ccior. 42840. SEC. 34. Section 154.10 o: the Ed·.lcation Cod~ is a...rnended to read: 15410. The boa:rd of eupt~r.-'Ji:>cl-s of the county in which the county . superinte~dent of schools has j~::t::,dicdon over a scho.:>l district or cor:ur.unity college cistrict :.n whicb. a school facilities irr.prcver;'lE!!il:. district : is located shall annually ~t the tims of naking t.he levy of taxes fo
1

r count;y purposes l<!vY a tax for that year ~pon the property in the school facilir.ies ;!.mprovement: dist:rict for the int:erest and redemption of all outstandiy,g bonds of the district, The cax shall . I 

------

. --
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not. be less than s'...lfficia::t to pay the inte:-est en the banda ~s it 

be~om~s ~ue ~•d to provije a sinking fund fo~ t~e paym&nt of tte 

pr~nclpa~ on or befo~~ IT.itu~ i ty and may include an allowance for an 

annual 7eserve, establis:1ed for t.h~ purpose of e..voidin.; fluccuating- -

tax ·levl.es. The t:ax sha .~ l be .sufficie:1t to pravioe fur.cSs fur the 

payment. of the interest: on t~e bonds as ic becomes due anc al~::> tha !: 

part O!: the principal a..rHl interest e.s is to become Clue before :hE! 

proceeds of a tax leviE!d at the ~ime for making the next general tax 

~evy can be made a·railab1 e for ~he payment at the principal and 

l.ntere:st. 
SEC. 35. Section 15411 of the Educ~tion Code i s a~endeo LO rea~: 

15411. -~11 t~es levied, when collec:ec , shal l be p~id inc:c :.r1e 

county trea sury of the co.1:1ty whose auperintet:cien':: of scn.::Jol.s has 

ju~isdicr.iot~ OVer the Sch~ol districc 0~ CC~.unity colleg~ c:stric~ 

in which '::he scnool facil ~ t.:.es irr.p:-ovarr.em:. O.istr::.ct is locar.:t:d ~!'\d 0:1 

behalf cf \d:.ich tte tax \'1 . ~9 levied. All co::.lected -cax revar.~as 

sr:r:.L!. be used exclusively fer t.:l".e payment of t he principal c..:~ci 

l!'"•teres:: of '::.he bonos o:!: t !:a sohcol f~cilit:!.es i:r;r:~o-.·o:orr-.e:: t ~i stri.cc , 

ir.cl ~din;r a!,y s i.r.king fun: i . SEC:. 36. Set::tion 154::..2 cf the Educa>:ion Cc-:1~ is a.:.T:en·:ied t o r<S!t..ci: 

1.54.12. 'The coa::-d of 5\. perviso:-.= of the co· .. m t y w!-.:::se 
superin~e::der.: of schools has jurisdictio~ over the school discric~ 

or corr!.li1unity co:!.lege disr.:ict :-e n whi.ch the school fecili.ties 
irr.proveme:-~t dis:.rict is; lcca:e;d, shall annually a.t:. the r.irr:e of rr.a:.Cir. ;~ 

the :!.evy of taxes to!: cou::.ty purposes estimate tha a.nount of :noney 

!"equ i red :c mae:t the :;:iayi11e:-.t of che principal ar_d ir.:erest 0:1 bor.cis 

of the d ~ st~ict a~tho~ i zed by the electors cf the Cl5t!"i~L and r.o~ 

sold, ca.::d t!:at the gov e.rni :·tg coarci of the school district or 
cc~.ur. ~ ty college district i~fo~ms the board on t~eir bel:ef will oe 
s~ lo be:f c. !'e t!"-. B r:ext: ~ax h•vy, a:-.d the board of superviscrs sha l 2. 

levy a cax Eufficien: to J;)i ~Y ch~ ;-rincipal and interes t so ~stirr.c.tec. 
SEC. 3 7 . Sec;ion 15421 c•f t: he Ed'..lcatinn Code is a....,.,er.ded to re-ac: 

l54:al. (a l 'The ta.'< shaJ :!. be a:1 t ered up~n tb: a~sessr:. c,:1t rcl:. a:-,o 

-::ol l eccec in r:he sa..'T.e JiiannGr as ether on ree..l proper::y. 
(bl The -::ax when col'l.ec:a::l. shc..l.:: be. paid ir..to t!'la county tr-easu:-y 

o~ t:he ccunty. '!~e t~easurer of any cou:1~y. othe= than r. ~ e one whose 

supe:intenda~r. of schools has j~risciiction over ~he scho8l distric~ 

or cc~~'..lnity college dis~!:::t in w~ich cte s~hoo l £ac~lities 

improvsm~nt dis crict :s ~ cc~ted, stal~. upon or~~r cf : he counr:y 

aud i t:o r, pay c::.e a u.."'i\ co ~ lec :eo en a:counc: of t~e c:ax i nto ':he 

treasu~y of the ~OULty w~as~ s~perintende!.c a£ scr.oa:s tas 
jul"isd i ct i on ov~r ':he sc:.oo ~ district or cor:-:r:1uni ':Y college d i stri::::·_ 

in 11:hicn the car:-,Mtmi. ty :aci:. ir.ies cEstrict is located. 
SEC. 36. Sec:.ion -5~25 o :: the Educar.i:m Cede is a..:.e:-.dec tCJ :::·ead: 

154;:5. No~'!litiistanding c' .::1y o-:r; ~r provision of t l". is c!".a9ter-, i t i s 

t h e: i~r.e:;:. o: the Legisl~~U1' 8 tha t :1-.E! ra:e of tax~s :!.. evied a:-.:1U~ l :..y 

upcr. the pro;>erty i.n a sdlO(•l f~cilities i:ilprovem.;,n: 1:..s r. r i ct for::ted 

p~rsua~t to subdivision (a) of 5ec::ion !5~ 0 1 not be grea:er tha~ ~h e 

ra:.e of t h e a:ln~al special t ax l~vied upc.:-. parce:.s i n :.!· . .:: sarre 

sc~ool clist~:c:. or ccrrun~nicy co~ l ege dis~rlct ~ha t ara ~a~~ of a 

camrr,uni=y fac:lities districc :crrr,ed p'..!rsuant to '::~e !-!c. :!..l >~oos 

Corrmuni"Y Fa~ilicies Act cf ~982, as set fo~~h in ChapLer 2.5 
(co~~enc~~g with Sectio~ 533111 of PQrt 1 of Division 2 of ~it~e ~ o: 

the Governrr.ent Code. A deteminar.ior, by the goverr,i!1g l::::Jard of a 

sch~o: district cr community colle9c district, mad~ at: the t ime bonds 

are sold pursuant to this ch~pter, thot the rate of taxes to be 

levied annually upon the pr~le:-ty in th& school facilities 
improvement district, based 11pon tax rate es-cimates prel:)ared p\.\rsuar<:: 

to Sect.ior. 9 401 of tha E:lact :~one t.:ode, does not exceed tha rd.te of 

the annual special tax leviecl upon parcele in the same echool . 

diatrict or community collegn district that are part of a corrmun1 ty 

faci,lities - district formed .P\Lrsuant to the Hello-Roos Corranunity · 

Facilitie~ Act of H82; shalJ be cor.clu.sive .. evid~nce of compliance 

with the intent of this eect1on. · 
- ' 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

September 13, 2000 

Ms. Judy May 
Legal Counsel 
Sweetwater Union High School District 

Ms. May: 

Facsimile: (619) 427-2726 

As per our conversation, this correspondence is to procure from your office 
Sweetwater Union High School District's official legal position on the following matters: 

1. In 1997 the Mello-Roos Districts were completely excluded from voting and from 
paying the bond tax. What is the official status of the Mello-Roos districts in the 
November, 2000 Prop. BB election? 

2. $12,269,990 is being earmarked for New Construction SWUHSD FACILITIES 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN for "land purchase and construction." Is this area going to be 
a Mello-Roos District? 

3. In 1997 (as per item 1) Mello-Roos Districts were completely excluded from voting. In 
the upcoming November 2000 election Mello-Roos Districts are not excluded and will be 
allowed to vote. Under what existing law(s) were voters excluded in 1997, and are now 
being allowed to vote in the November 2000 election? 

4. How are district employees (specifically Superintendent Ed Brand and District liaison 
for Proposition BB Mr. Jorge Dominquez) who are politically active proponent of 
passing the measure in compliance with section 7054 of the Education Code? 

Section 7054 of the Education Code prohibits the use of school district funds, services, 
supplies or equipment to urge the support or defeat of any ballot measure or candidate 
and provides that violation of that section is a misdemeanor or felony punishable by 
imprisonment or a fine. 

Your immediate respond to the above will be greatly appreciated. Thank you in 
advance. 

Sincerely, 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

September 13, 2000 

Ms. Judy May 
Legal Counsel 
Sweetwater Union High School District 

Ms. May: 

Facsimile: (619) 427-2726 

As per our conversation, this correspondence is to procure from your office 
Sweetwater Union High School District's official legal position on the following matters: 

1. In 1997 the Mello-Roos Districts were completely excluded from voting and from 
paying the bond tax. What is the official status of the Mello-Roos districts in the 
November, 2000 Prop. BB election? 

2. $12,269,990 is being earmarked for New Construction SWUHSD FACILITIES 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN for "land purchase and construction." Is this area going to be 

a Mello-Roos District? 

3. In 1997 (as per item 1) Mello-Roos Districts were completely excluded from voting. In 
the upcoming November 2000 election Mello-Roos Districts are not excluded and will be 

allowed to vote. Under what existing law(s) were voters excluded in 1997, and are now 
being allowed to vote in the November 2000 election? 

4. How are district employees (specifically Superintendent Ed Brand and District liaison 

for Proposition BB Mr. Jorge Dominquez) who are politically active proponent of 
passing the measure in compliance with section 7054 of the Education Code? 

Section 7054 of the Education Code prohibits the use of school district funds, services, 

supplies or equipment to urge the support or defeat of any ballot measure or candidate 
and provides that violation of that section is a misdemeanor or felony punishable by 
imprisonment or a fine. 

Your immediate respond to the above will be greatly appreciated. Thank you in 

advance. 

krely, h2 
'«.r2a~e~ 
Cc. Attorney Daniel Marshall 

News Media 
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CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

September 13, 2000 

Ms. Judy May 
Legal Counsel 
Sweetwater Union High School District 

Ms. May: 

Facsimile: (619) 427-2726 

As per our conversation, this correspondence is to procure from your office 

Sweetwater Union High School District's official legal position on the following matters: 

1. 

2. $12,269,990 is being earmarked for New Construction SWUHSD FACILITIES 

IMPROVEMENT PLAN for "land purchase and construction." Is this area going to be 

a Mello-Roos District? ,s T(tC::.. 
\} ~.q"\ -dt?Pl (!4'L 

1 
\~3. In 1997 (as per item 1) Mello-Roos Districts were completely excluded from voting. In 

\../ the upcoming November 2000 election Mello-Roos Districts are not excluded and will be 

allowed to vote. Under what existing law(s) were voters excluded in 1997, and are now 

being allowed to vote in the November 2000 election? · 

-1., I. How are district employees (specifically Superintendent Ed Brand and District liaison 

I for Proposition BB Mr. Jorge Dominquez) who are politically active proponent of ( f"L 0 '< 

passing the measure in compliance with section 7054 of the Education Code? 

\-'(t(; t I 1' ?'J ~ . 

(\ v vJ "7 Section 7054 of the Education Code prohibits the use of school district funds, services, 

/ supplies or eguipment to uree the support or defeat of any ballot measure or candidate 

0 
J! and provides that violation of that section is a misdemeanor or felony punishable by 

(\ , ~ of' imprisonment or a fine. 

a[c0)1 
Your immediate respond to the above will be greatly appreciated. Thank you in 

advance. 

s· ely, 0 
~~.__L'? .... a--

an Baca, President 

Cc. Attorney Daniel Marshall 
News Media 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

September 13, 2000 

Ms. Judy May 
Legal Counsel 
Sweetwater Union High School District Facsimile: (619) 427-2726 

Ms. May: 

As per our conversation, this correspondence is to procure from your office 
·sweetwater Union High School District's official legal position on the following matters: 

hat is the official status of the Mello-Roos districts in the 

,269,990 is being earmarked for New Construction SWUHSD FACILITIES 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN for "land purchase and construction." Is this area going to be 
a Mello-Roos District? 

3. In 1997 (as per item 1) Mello-Roos Districts were completely excluded from voting. In 
the upcoming November 2000 election Mello-Roos Districts are not excluded and will be 
allowed to vote. Under what existing law(s) were voters excluded in 1997, and are now 
being allowed to vote in the November 2000 election?-'r-

4. How are district employees (specifically Superintendent Ed Brand and District liaison 
for Proposition BB Mr. Jorge Dominquez) who are politically active proponent of 
passing the measure in compliance with section 7054 of the Education Code? 

Section 7054 of the Education Code prohibits the use of school district funds, services, 
supplies or equipment to urge the support or defeat of any ballot measure or candidate 
and provides that violation of that section is a misdemeanor or felony punishable by 
imprisonment or a fine. 

Your immediate respond to the above will be greatly appreciated. Thank you in 
advance. 

Sincerely, 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

September 13, 2000 

Ms. Judy May 
Legal Counsel 
Sweetwater Union High School District 

Ms. May: 

Facsimile: (619) 427-2726 

As per our conversation, this correspondence is to procure from your office 
Sweetwater Union High School District's official legal position on the following matters: 

1. In 1997 the Mello-Roos Districts were completely excluded from voting and from 
paying the bond tax. What is the official status of the Mello-Roos districts in the 
November, 2000 Prop. BB election? 

2. $12,269,990 is being earmarked for New Construction SWUHSD FACILITIES 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN for "land purchase and construction." Is this area going to be 
designated in the near future a Mello-Roos District? 

3. In 1997 (as per item 1) Mello-Roos Districts were completely excluded from voting. In 
the upcoming November 2000 election Mello-Roos Districts are not excluded and will be 
allowed to vote. Under what existing law(s) were voters excluded in 1997, and are now 
being allowed to vote in the November 2000 election? 

4. How are district employees (specifically Superintendent Ed Brand and District liaison 
for Proposition BB Mr. Jorge Dominquez) who are politically active proponent of 
passing the measure in compliance with section 7054 of the Education Code? 

Section 7054 of the Education Code prohibits the use of school district funds, services, 
supplies or equipment to urge the support or defeat of any ballot measure or candidate 
and provides that violation of that section is a misdemeanor or felony punishable by 
imprisonment or a fine. 

Your immediate respond to the above will be greatly appreciated. Thank you in 
advance. 

~rrely 

1-f.:~.~ 
Cc. Attorney Daniel Marshall 

News Media 
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CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

.- ... , .• _, 

-'( .. 
/ 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3819 

September 13, 2000 

MJ.JudyMay 
Legal Counsel 
Sweetwater Union High School District 

Mt.May: 

Facsimile: (619) 4l7-l7l6 

As per our conversation, this correspondence is to procure from your office 

Sweetwater Union High School District's official legal position on the following matten: 

1. In 1997 the Mello-Roos Districts were completely excluded from voting and from 

paying the bond tax. What is the official status of the Mello-Roos districts in the 

. Novemb.er, l .OOO Prop •. DB election? 

l. $12,269,990 is being earmarked for New Construction SWUHSD FACILITIES 

IMPROVEMENT PLAN for "land purchase and construction." Is this area going to be 

designated fa the near future a Mello-Roos District? 
•'·'' 

3. In 1997 (as per item 1) Mello-Roos Districts were completely excluded from voting. In 

the upcoming November 2000 election Mello-Roos Districts are not excluded and will be 

allowed to vote. Under what existing law(s) were voters excluded in 1997, and are now 

beiDg allowed to vote in the November 2000 election? 

~ How are district employees (specifically Superintendent Ed Brand and District liaison 

for Proposition BB Mr. Jorge Dominquez) who are politically active proponent of 

passiDg the measure in compliance with section 7054 of the Education Code? 

Section 7054 of the Education Code prohibits the use of school district funds, services, 

supplies or eguipment to uree the support or defeat of any ballot measure or candidate 

and provides that violation of that section is a misdemeanor or felony punishable by 

Imprisonment or a fine. 

Your immediate respond to the above will be greatly appreciated. Thank you in 

~advance. 

~;rely ' . · 

\[\~ .. ~ 
Cc. Attorney Daniel Marshall 

News Media 

. .. ·-·- - ·-·--
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Schedule E 
(Continuation Sheet} 
Payments Made 

Sweetwater Coimlittee foi Ouali ty Education 

Slaaetneat ccmn period 

·~ 10/01/2000 

Uarough 10/21/2000 

SCHEDUlE E (CONT.) 

CALIFOR~ll\ 46.. 0. 
FORM 

Page 7ar 10 

Ln NUMBER 

990810 

CODES: If ooe of the rollowlng codes accurately describes b> paymont. you may enter the oode. Otherwise, describe thf;l pa)'ITlOOf. 

cup allllpaiun pnrapNrnzdia,ftllc. 
CNS ar.rnpaignoon_..anb: 
CTB conlrimllon (explain norw~C'ne1ary)* 
eve cMc: donations 
FN 0 lu"dralsin9 r.verts 
INO lnde1oeodetll elq)elldllur• ~ oltwln; (e~epWnJ• 
Uf C*np&~n ~aiUI'J'Il1od noaiiil 'lt" 
MTG meetings and ~men 

f(Af.(E.AHD ADORESSOF PAYEE OP. CREO!TOI\ 

(FCOI.IMl'TTEE ,AlSO allel 1.0. twr.,BEI'l 

Culifot.nja Golden Signs 
'199 'third Ave-
Chula Vista, CA 919J D 

O'JI\r"ll: cau lila 
8892 JliUTI!llf>Od 

San Ujego, f'F>. 921:'-J 

Jorge Um•i ng11c..:.1. 
371 Wll!i ual~ l.ane 
Bonita, (!/\ 91 4}07. 

T1is Hubbard 
313 Windjm1111ei Ch.clc 
Chula Vil'lta, C'..A 91910 

OfC ofioe 6llfli!I'S" 
PET ~iron~ 
PHO J*lne banb 
POL paiUng w.d IUTYe)' ~ 
POS ~lage, «1&5-tery ancl1111eSHngr. aetv:oes 
PRO p!dassloiW tmtic:Ps (legal, accow.ting) 
PP.T Ffl:l:=: 
RAD ~io airtime and proda:tlon cos1t 

: 

OOOE on 

CMI:' 

C'NS . 

CNS 

CNS 

.. 

RFD lllllumed OlllllttMicns 
SAL urnpelgn wo;k~ JlbTies 
TEl tv. or c.ble aktlme •d produdion ClO&ts 
TRC ~ lra'iel, lodging •nd meals (explain) 
TRS mil/spouse hvel, lodoii"'Q and meals Cexpla!n) 
TSF tr:~~~s1er between oomrniUIIe$ ol the &am• oandi.rlateJspo!lsof 
VOT vcMI tellskalion 
WEB lrllorma1ion ted!nology COI'o'b (inleme4. 8-lllil!} 

I 

DESCAIPliOH OF PAYMEtiT AMOUNJPAIO 

103.44. 

I 

. 375.00 

1,75t}.!)0 

! . 

I . . 

---4 1, 000 .Oll 

.. 

-
'· 

Sl)BTOTAL. . $ 3 I 27.8 • "~ 

. . . 
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Schedule E 
(Continuation Sheet} 
Payments Made 

NAt.IEOf FilER S·d'ectwatez: Committee foi Ouality Education 

Statement covers period 

·~ 10/01/2000 

o-rough 10/21/2000 

SCHEDULE E {CONT.} 

CALIFOR:"il!\ 460. 
FORM 

Page 7ar 10 

lO. NllMBER 

990810 

• 

. CODES: If ooa of the loi!Owlng code:~ accurately descWes tho paymont. you may enter tbe oode. Otherwise. describe t~ payment. 

cup c::llmpaign (lllTIIIIMmzdla,ftcc. 
CiiiS campaign con_..anll: 
CTB coolrilmlkln (explain noi"WICIIle1ary)* 
eve cMc dona!lons 
Fl~ 0 lu11dralsing "'~' 
INO lnda1oendent ellpelldqur., suppnrtlnSJ/oppo$1ng olhers (•pSalnl• 
UT c:amp•~n ~iefaiUI" D.lod maiiin11:o 
MTG me~ings and a&~J191'mon 

OfC ofice~ 
PET ,-!ilion~ 
PHO phorae banb 
POL pi)IU~ •otJ 1111tYeY INISIIllfdl 
POS ~lage, deka.J' and mesRI198~ &e&Vioes 
PRO prclosslorW cmfcps (legal, acciiUI'iting} 
='P.T Ff~cde 
RAC radio airtime and prodo:don ccs1s 

'Paymo,.la t1111t ar• con\rlblltlons or lndapead&l'lt e,penditre$ MU'IIllllao be aumm.,r:ud 1111 S::'hdule D 

HAt.IE.AIID ADIJRESSOF PAYEE OP. CREDITQI\ : 
[IF COI.IMITTEE, AI.S) arrERI.D. tllli.IBEI"l OOOE on 

C.'llifo:uda Golden Signs CMi' 
799 'lhil:d Ave 
Chulc:J Vista, C1r. 919::1 0 

Oma:r CaT..rlllo CliS 
8892 Hamn,ond . 
San l)j ego, ('!o, 921/.3 

Jo:rge J.Jo111inguu.1. n~s 

371 Wllfl Oat~ l.ane 
I3oni ta, c~ 91••o2 

T1is Hubhnrd CNS 
313 Windja!Uiel C.h:.clc 
Chula Vi~ta, C"..A 91910 

.. 

RFO lleturned con11tMlcm 
SAL ampalgn work~ aal<lTin 
TEL tv. or uble airtime i11'1d produdion go&ts 
TRC ~dlda,.lra'iel., lodging and meals (explal:!) 
TRS .ru..fi/•J!ClU$e wavet, lodgrng •nd meals Cexpla!n) 
TSF lr:m$ler betWEen oomrnietlte$ ol the ••m• candidatejspomor 
VOT vO'Ier reglslralion 
WEB irlorme.lion tedvlolOi)l cosb (in'Leme4. e-111al!) 

I 

DESCRIP110H OF PAYMENT AMOUNTPAIO 

103.44 

... 

3'75 .oo 

1,75{).!.)0 

! . 

I . . . . 
----~ 1,060.0ll 

.. 

SUBTOTAL $ 3,228.41 

. . . 
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.Schedule E 
(Con~nuation Sheet) 
Payments Made 

'j.'' 
OF FilER Svectwatet: Connittee foi Quality Education 

Sla'-'-lccmn pedod 

·~ 10/01/2000 

10/21/2000 

990810 

CODES: II ooe of the lolkmlng codes accurately desahs Ito paymont. you may entertbe mde. Otherwise, describath(l paymant. 
. . . 

CUP~~ OfC dice..,._, 
· CNS car/lllllign ~.are PET ,.tilon ~ 
CTB corirlbalfon (eJIIIainno~ PHO f!Uae hlnb 
eve c:Mc donations POL pollinv •"1111¥1Y .-dl 
FNO CullChlslng~ POS poct&ge,.hqand~aer\ICCIM 
1ND lnd~~t..w.l eJpendU•~ohers (~ PRO pmfossknl ~s Oegii,KCI!Wting} 
Uf cwnpa.'YIIiieraur, asod .. .-,.,:5 PRT ~tide 
MTG meeUn;s and appewmon RAe radio aJrmw and praddoll costs 

'PG~• ••t are c:mtrbt!OM or .,dapcad&llt ~'peftdltre. Mllwllloo be awnmlflad1111 S:t!etfu• D -
ICM(EAIIO ADORESS OF PAYEE OR a.:Dfrol\ : 

fFCOWMITTEE,Al.SOafTEA 1.0. tu.ftiEn COOE on 

Cnlifouda Golden Signa CMl' 
'199 'third Av~ 
Chula Vista, a 919JD 

O"Jtlr'li. CaullJo CNS 
8892 Hamcuond 
San l>iego, ('A 9211.3 

Joz:ge llo~i nguur. C!NS 
371 Kll!t Oclt.~ t.ane 
Bonita. f!A 914}02 

T1is Hubbar.d o.c; 
31.3 Windjllllllal Chclc 
Chula Vi~ta, C.A 91910 

-

RFD IIIMMd~ 
SAL ampalgn workt~~~labtles 
TEl lv. or cable ak*ne •d pRK!udian 0115ts 
TRC atldlcla hwt.~ 1111C1111eala (nplal:~ 
TRS &tall•pous• 'awl. lodgfng lind meals Cexpa!n) 
TSF lr:~~ts1erbdwl!en OCIIIIrnietlte$ al tbe....,. caner~ 
YOT ¥CMI~ 

WEB lrlonnalion lec:hnalotY cosb (ift~ .... &!) 

I 

DfSCMilloH OF PAYr.!t:NT MlOIMT PAUl 

103.U 

., 

. 375.00 

1.7SC.DO 

! . 

I . . .. 
-• l.OOO.Oll 

. 
' 

SUBTOTAL. $ 3,2?.8 .u 

. . . 
, 

: . 
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:SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Edward M Brand, Ed. D. 
Superintttnd~nf 

C>fftc~ of tnt: Sup&rintondcnt • 11 30 Fi!tll ,'\venue • (: hut a v·ist;, . c., J, f0rn ia 91 Sl . 1-~ <:l \)i;; 

(t; \ ~' ) 6~J'I -5555 • FAX (619) 4 98- 199 'T • ~-mad : C: O\";OJrd t:rcnu@:,utt~J.f.. 1~ . ~. . ., .us 

Notice to Property Owners 

Within the Sweetwater Union High School District 

Cotnrnunity Facilities Districts 
(1\tlello-Roos) 

·Dear P.rop~rty Owner. 

As you may be aware, VC)[er~ within the SweetWI\tCr ·en ion Higb S~.::l•Jv l O :stnct ::tre scht>:<L 

- . llled-ro vol~ in Pro-poc;iti . )r; BB lhis .No\'c::u1!1er. Pro~~-osidon -as· i~ · a bon~.i mea~·UI't! lh ~tl will 

pro,·ick funds to r .. ~pair and ren<.\\'alc: rniddle scho~1b, junior tug h .~ and high schools tn r.he 

Swt!t=.lwat~r Unitied Sch Jol D1stric t. 

These renoYations include. 

renuvating 40 -60 ye<.1r old classrooms 

upgrading outdatd elecrrical ·and plumbing sysrerns 

replacing vemilali(,rJ and heating systems 

adding additionai < • <til,;r(lOms and science labs to rdieve oycrcrowding 

·repairing hcaHh ;md :;afcty hazardc; 
replucing aging 1oofs as needed 
irnpwving schocl libraries 

Pr,~position HB wit~ not lncrt>~tw ta\\es of residents in the ::vlello-Roos arc.:O!> (CFDs). 

Residents of tht~ Comr'lun ity Fadlity Districts alre;.tdy pay special t<.1xe.-; for school facilities . · 

Because you are .alreac' l pa) ii1g special taxes for school facilitks, if Pruposition RB 

~see;-y<.-ttt~ :"1) tln• \i'·UI--be-r"educed ~-Hwr-i-will no in~ff'-a£e in y~Hu ~~v~r:M.I-t~,_ M\\. 

. 
. 

. 
. 

Pas::.agc ,-,f Proposit ion BB will al so qualify our community l O r~ccivc. ~ (ilte m:·H~hing ftmds 

that wi!l rc1.hJCe th~ c ,lst o f r~p airs to lncal tuxpayli' rs . W itl;out p~t.-.sag~ of PrClp0~iti~1n BB, 

these funds will g,; to 0 1 her ~chool ,1istricr~:. · 

On the reverse of this lc':tcr are :;(·m•e of the mu~l frcqucntl)· asked qLt~stions . 1f yo~. have 

· need more infc> rm<.Hion please contac~ my office al6 19 69 1-5555 . 



John Sa'1sone 
County Counsel 
County of San Diego 
1600 Pacific Highway, Room 300 
San Diego, Califomia 92l 01 

MARSHALL __ · '·~ 

THI! Lt. w 0ffiC6S OF· 
DANIEL E. MAltSHAU~ 

A'M'OIINBY AT 1...\W 
su~nl99 

1286 UNMI.SITI' AVII~U! 
SAN D1roo. CA. 91103 

PH~IIfAX: (619) 290·'77e 

U.S. Mail and Confidential Facsimile Transmission 
(619) 531-6005 

SCHOOL BOND COUNTY COUNSEL OPINIONS/ Sweetwater !lnion Hi&h School 
District/ Santee School District/ Cajon Valley Union School Djstrid 

Dear Mr. Sansone, 

Please be advised tnat I represent the Committee on Chicano Rights ( .. ~R). On their 
be halt~ I would appreciate copies of County Counsel's full legal opinions on the proposed bond 
issues in each of the above noted school districts. 1 would also appreciate a written explanation, 
or telephonic contact from your assigned Deputy County Counsel(s), explaining the legal rationale 
for the various voting forrr.ulas involving homeowners who are currently paying Mello- Roos 
payments as part of their rr.ortgages. 

It is obvious for exmnple, in the case of Sweetwater Unitled School District, that under 
the tenns of the proposed bond measure, Mello-Roos homeQwners will shoulder no ultimate 
additional burden by virtue of a built in rebate. Unfortunately, this rebate is not being offered to 
non-Mello-Roos homeo\Yners. As a result, these homeowners will share a disproportionate share 
of the burden of the costs associated with this bond measure. I am aware that previous legislation 
~xempted ~ello-Roos homeowners from the~e bonds. Now they are being allowed to vote. 

It appears that inclusion ofMello-Roos homeowners enables the Sweetwater School 
District to dilute the voter pool to enable these voters to make up part of the required 2/3 
majority for a bond they will bear no t1nancial burden. The iirunediate legal problem is the 
resultant diminution and dilution ofthe balance of the voters who will bear a disproportionate 
share of the bond payment5 without representative parity at the ballot box. I am sure that your 
County Counsel opinions will shed light on these questions. I look forward to your timely 
c~nsideration of this reque~~ 

Smcerely, /~~ 

Attorney at Law 
cc; Hem1an Baca 

·I 

slr{ 
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CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

September 19, 2000 

Howard Jarvis Tax Committee 
C/o Mr. Tim Bittle 
92111 th Street 
Suite 1201 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Mr. Bittle: 

As per our conversation, enclosed for your information are articles and issues 
pertaining to Sweetwater Union High School District Proposition BB. Any information and 
or legal assistance that your committee can provide us on the above will be greatly 
appreciated: 

ARTICLES: 

1. 1997 Senator Steve Peace article. 
2. 8/21/00 SD Union Santee school bond article. 
3. Facility Needs sheet (Otay Mesa) 

ISSUES: 

• In 1997 the Sweetwater Union High School District (SWUHSD) proposed a 500 
million-dollar school bond which at that time was defeated. Sweetwater District 
attempted to stack and manipulate the vote (in their favor) by unconstitutionally 
disenfranchising 10,000 Mello-Roos district voters (whom the district knew would've 
voted against the bond) from voting. In this year's November election Sweetwater 
Union High School District proposition BB has changed the above tactic, by initiating a 
new and legally questionable ruse, where: 

• MELLO-ROOS DISTRICTS VOTERS WILL BE ABLE TO VOTE, AND IF THE 187 
MILLION BOND IS APPROVED, PAY THE BOND TAX. 

• IN TURN, THE SWUHSD DISTRICT WILL REIMBURSE THE MELLO-ROOS 
HOMEOWNERS WITH A "REBATE/ BRIBE" FOR THE BOND TAX PAID_BY, 
DEDUCTING IT FROM THE MELLO-ROOS HOMEOWNER'S TAXES!_IN 
ESSENCES MELLO-ROOS HOMEOWNERS WILL HAVE A SAY SO AS TO THE 
OUTCOME OF THE ELECTION, BUT NONE OF THE FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATIONS OR LIABILITIES! POORER AREA'S OF THE DISTRICT WILL 
OF COURSE HAVE TO PAY THE DIFFERENCES! 



(2) "' 

• TO ADD FURTHER INSULT TO INJURY TO THE TAXPAYERS IN THE POORER 

AREA'S OF THE DISTRICT, MELLO-ROOS TAXPAYERS ASIDE FROM 

RECEIVING THE TAX "REBATE/BRIBE" FOR VOTING YES, WILL ALSO 
RECEIVE $12,269,990 FROM THE BOND PAID BY THE POORER TAXPAYERS. 

$12,269,990 FOR "LAND PURCHASE AND CONSTRUCTION," FOR A FUTURE 
DESIGNATED (OTAY MESA) MELLO-ROOS DISTRICT! 

The question(s) and issues that we have raised for your consideration and legal 
assistance's are, under what legal statues or laws can districts like SWUHSD (proposition 
BB) manipulate an election outcome by granting rebates or bribes to attempt to procure 
the required 66 2/3% for passage? How can school districts disenfranchise voters as was 

the case in the 1997 SWUHSD election and the now upcoming November election (see 

above article) in Santee, California? Also how can poorer areas of a district, legally be 
forced to shoulder the entire finanical burden of a bond when Mello-Roos (the proposed 
Otay Mesa) areas which are supposedly excluded (and will pay no taxes) receive finanical 
benefit from those taxes? Any information or assistance on the above matters will be 

greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance. 

Cc. Attorney Daniel Marshall 
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iSan Ysidro ' . ; 
,, 

1 
schools blaze: 

, funding trail :! 
£ 

• 

Other d~tricts 1YULY use law.· 
allowi'YI{} segmented voti'YI{} · ~ 
IJEdMendel 
STAFJIWRJTU 

. . 

SACRAMENTO - The small San Ysidro El~ 

. mentary School District, with only 4,000 stu- · 

dents and six schools, has obtained legislation 
that may change the way other districts seek : 

school construction funds in the future. ; • 
San Ysidro voters approved a state recorct; 

$250 million bond measure this month, even~ 
though the small district is limited to a $12 ; . 
million bond issue until growth on Otay Mesa.· 
boosts the property base. · . : 

Most school districts in California are having , 

trouble getting the required two-thirds voter • · 

approval of bonds to replace rundown schools, let: : · 

alone a blaidc check for massive future growth. · . 
"'n many places you couldn't get residents to~ 

vote for general obligation bonds for schools for·:. 

more houses because they don't want more hous-' • 
es there in the first place," said Bill Kadi, af' 
Newport Beach attorney who specializes in 
school cdnstruction negotiations....... . • 

It was the high failure rate of lacal school bond' ; 

issues that prompted the San Ysidro district and 

Pardee COnstruction, which owns much of the 

land on Otay Mesa, to obtain legislation last year::• 

. making it easier to get voter approval of a bond. .'; 

· ·:' The new law, SB 1544 by state Sen. Steve-i 

Peace, D-El Cajon, allows school districts to ex-· ~ 

elude almost any geographical area within the. • 

.. district when Seeking approval of a school bond. : . 
In other words, if school officials think a school ' ; 

bond would be a tough sell in a particular area of I 
the district, they can leave it out. And areas tha' 1 

· do not vote on the measure do not have to pay the 
1

: 

· property tax needed to pay off the bonds. · , 

San Ysidro school officials and Pardee intended f I 
. to exclude most of San Ysidro from the proposed: 1 

bond area, leaving a relative handful of voters in' : 
· the Otay Mesa area. . 

But after Gov. Pete Wilson signed the Peac& 
bill last year, San Ysidro officials decided to seek' ! 

; a districtwide vote on the bonds that did not leave I 
. out Sa.n Ysidro or any area in the district. • ~ 

Early campaign work apparently showed that · ; . 

San Ysidro voters could be persuaded to vote foi . . : 

the bonds. San Ysidro officials also were con- ; i 

. cerned about forming what in effect would be two ; 

· districts. ··• · 
"You could create a bond measure that would· . 

only tax that area," said Julian Lopez, San Ysidrd·: 
superintendent. "But that would really divide up ; ~ 

the district and form two districts." , 
·One of the other school districts studying the 

: new law is Sweetwater Union High School Dis~ l 
· lfltic.t. where a $500 million bond measure failed 1 

'this' month. It received 63 percent of \he vote,~ 

just short of the required two-thirds. · 

·,"W_e tbink the P~ce bill is open to interpretaJ -i 
. . . . . ~ 



;Sq\rrces," Hampton said. ·we aon·t 
-have them." 

. •. ,.-,Likewise, the desert rescue 
team, first developed here by the 
~der Patrol to save illegal immi
~V.ants lost without water during 
~tentially deadly summer heat, 
has been dismantled. 

"We just don't have the agents to 
do it," Osborn said. "We've got 
~be another month before it 
·:.,~. 

San Ysidro 
The bonding capacity 
is now at $12 million 

Continued/rom A-3 

tion," said Andy Campbell, Sweet
water assistant superintendent. 
"We are seeking an opinion from 
the Legislative Counsel." 

Phillip Schott, a veteran Pardee 
lobbyist, said the only question 
about the bill in the Legislature was 
whether there might somehow be a 
conflict with Proposition 13, the 
property tax-cutting measure. 

He said attorneys for pro-Propo
sition 13 groups said there is no 
problem if the bill does not alter the 

wegill ummgrams mat tne vtews of 
Calexico residents, which long had 
ranged from indifference to out
right sympathy for the illegal bor
der crossers, are changing, said Os
born. 

"We're getting calls now every 
day, every night from residents 
who've got people in their back 
yards, women who want us to go 
through and check their houses," 

Federal government sources 
have indicated that help is coming. 
The INS today is expected to an
nounce plans to beef up Border Pa
trol staffing in El Centro. 

Some agents, however, feel the 
promised help amounts to little 
more than "shifting the chairs" and 
will make little difference. Many .of 
_the 45 agents expected to arrive in 

requirement that bonds be ap- it far exceeds the current $12 mil
proved by two-thirds of the voters. lion bonding capacity of the small 

"I think it's unquestionably le- district. 
gal," said Schott. "' can't imagine "' think everybody was sort of 
the Legislative Counsel telling scratching their head for the first 
Sweetwater there is a problem." few days," said Laura Walker of the 

In 1993, voters rejected a pro-· California School Boards Associa
posed state constitutional amend- tion. "'t felt a little funny, but really 
ment lowering the requirement for it's not. Obviously, we are all for 
approving a local school bond from local communities trying to help 
two-thirds of the vote to a majority. themselves." 

The governor and others have Kadi, the Newport Beach special-
new proposals to lower the thresh- ist in school negotiations, said he is 
old. But they will meet stiff opposi- unaware of any other school district 
tion from conservative legislators, that has gone much over its bond
who say the two-thirds require- ing capacity, not to mention ex
ment is an· important safeguard for ceeding it by twentyfold. 
property owners. "That's a pretty grand scale they 

The $250 million San Ysidro are doing," said Kadi. "But I think it 
bond measure, topping the old re- makes sense." · 
cord of $215 million in Fresno in One of the questioT, raised by 

1995, is raising eyebrows because _ several of the ~h~l tns~ction 

. . . 
. - ,. 

are trem ott ot Ule HOraer t'atrol 
acade-.m1 im Glynco, Ga. 

Ad\ii.tg to the concerns is the 
dism<\n:.iiog of a 2-mile section of 
bord~.r femcr west of Calexico for 
const.ru.:tioo of an improved barri
er. Th~ arez. in plain view of Mexi
cali te-idtert.ial neighborhoods, is 
wide otem md the Border Patrol 
can s.p.;re few agents to guard it. 

"That's a pretty 
grand scale they are 
doing." 

sni.KADI 
diSC'IIISSftK Smr Ysidro's $250 million bond 
mta.:<:w"llf 

expe-rts is whether there is a sweet
heart deal between San Ysidro and 
Par~. At one point the develop
ers -...oted to move Otay Mesa into 

salQ. 
They've been so successful that 

the city is planning to install five or 
six more donation meters in the 
next month. 
. In addition to cutting down on 
panhandling, the meters have yield
ed $1,226 to Marysville's Twin Cit
ies Rescue Mission, which houses, 
feeds and counsels up to 2,000 
homeless people a month. 

the Chula Vista school district. 
Generally, developers like to 

avoid high fees placed on new 
homes to pay for schools. The fees, 
paid upfront by the developers, are 
limited to $1.84 per square foot. 

But a court decision allows 
higher developer fees to be negoti
ated if developers need a city or 
county zoning change. 

Developers also can pay for 
schools by issuing Mello-Roos 
bonds, a more expensive form of 
fmancing than government-issued 
school bonds. The Mello-Roos 
bonds are paid off by the home
owners. 

Developers have complained for 
years that high fees and advance 
debt under Mello-Roos bonds are 
driving up the price of new homes 
in California and dampening the 

Downtown merchants also pro
vide their patrons with tickets that. 
can be given to panhandlers, entJ.. 
tling them to a meal at the mission; 

.. 
In addition, last year the mission 

formed volunteer work crews of 
homeless people who cleaned 
Marysville parks and painted rest~· 
rooms, often .with police volunteers 
working alongside them. 

-
market. But legislation to lower de
veloper fees has failed. 

In San Ysidro, Superintendent 
Lopez said that school construction 
on Otay Mesa will be financed with 
developer fees , local school bonds . 
state funds and perhaps some Mei
lo-Roos bonds. 

"We are working mi a mitigatiot! 
agreement between the district and 
Pardee," said Lopez. "But that · i6 
not fmal yet." · 

Meanwhile, said Lo~z. San Y sid
ro plans to issue bonds to pay for 
the renovation of a l • .WO-studerit 
middle school, expected to cast $3 
million to $4 million. : :: 

"We are going out immediately·," 
said Lopez. "We have a middle 
school that doesn't have a cafeteria . 
Kids are eating outside under <t 

shade tree." 
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SUMMARY OF FACILITY NEEDS 

ichool Site Improvements 

High Schools 
Bonita Vista 
Castle Park 
Chula Vista 
Eastlake 
Hilltop 
Mar Vista 

. Montgomery 

Palomar 
Southwest 
Sweetwater 

Total High School Improvements: 

Middle/Junior High Schools 

$9,573,726 
$9,705,050 

$12,770,901 
$65,440 

$11,515,830 

$12,676,198 

$9,312,896 
$1,275,440 
$8,086,848 

$16,600,871 

Bonita Vista $8,204,158 

Castle Park $7,314,924 

Chula Vista $9,332,771 

Granger $7,533,363 

Hilltop $7,735,993 

Mar Vista $7,733,565 

National City $9,629,426 

Southwest $9,798,322 

Montgomery $8,290,007 

Total Middle/Junior High Schools Improvements 

New Construction 
Otay Mesa High School - Land purchase and construction 

Requires 50% local funding 

Adult Education 
New adult school at Montgomery High School 

Temporary Housing 

Temporary classrooms for use during modernization 

TOTAL OF ALL IMPROVEMENTS 

$91,583,200 

$75,572,529 

$12,269,990 

$1,635,999 

$5,938,282 

$187,000,000 

J • 
• i ., .. 

SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

FA~ILITIES MASTER PLAN, JULY 2000 

.... 6 
. , . \ 

•I 
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School districts plan major bond issues 
Cajon Valley seeks 
$7~ million· and 

.. Santee $28 million 
By Hall All Ary11n 
STAFF WRITER 

The measure would mean an 
annual tax increase of $64.06 
for every $100,000 in assessed 
property value for about 25 
years. The state would add to· 
the bond with $17 million. The 
.$45 million total would pay to 
modernize the district's 
schools, which range from 

1\vo East County school dis- about 30 to 50 years old 
tricts wiD look to their commu- The district's top priorities 
nities in November for financial include increasing and refur
help to upgrade schools and bishing restrooms, making 
build new ones. schools accessible to people 

E1 Cajon and some La Mesa with disabilities, replacing 
voters will decide on a $75 mil- flooring, repairing concrete 
lion bond issue for Cajon Valley walkways and installing lunch 
Union School District Santee shelters. 
and,J;Ome E1 Cajon voters will Computer networking and 
decide on a $28 million bond wiring are also a top priority. 
issue for the Santee School Dis- The district hopes to eventually 
trict have at least one computer for 

State taw requires that all the every five students. 
money be used for school im- "Our parent community has 
provements and prohibits any said to us over and over again, 
being spent on salaries or oper- 'We need these kids to be Iiter
ating expenses. ate when it comes to technolo-

The measures need a two- gy,' " said Dianne El-Hajj, 
thirds majority vote to pass. school board president "But 
There is an initiative on the there's a load limit on our sys
Nov. 7 ballot that would change tern. There are certain things 
the two-thirds requirement to a . we can't do electronically be
simple majority. If it "is ap- · cause of the infrastructure." 
proved, however, it would not The money would pay to reo-
apply_ to these measures. ovate five schools - Cajon 

Santee School District 
Park, Carlton Hills, Carlton 
Oaks, Hill Creek and Rio Seco -

The s.~student Santee built in the 1970s when open 

I 
School ~istrict hopes to pass a schools were popular. Each 
$28 million bond to improve its 'school's round building houses 
10 schools. eight classrooms separated by 

temporary walls. There are no 
windows and only four exits for 
the entire building, which· 
makes for high noise levels. 

The money would pay for 
permanent walls and more ex
its or to move the classrooms 
from the buildings, leaving 
space for, libraries, music 
rooms and labs. 

Santee tried Unsuccessfully 

"Our parent 
community has 
said to us over and 
over again, 'We 
need these kids to 
be literate when it 
comes to 
technology·." 

Dianne El-Hajj, school 
board president. 

for a bond in 1993. Trustees are 
hoping this year's presidential 
election will bring out a large 
number of voters. 

Property owners who al
ready pay Mello-Roos taxes for 
new schools or who live in mo
bile homes would be exempt 
from paying for the bond and · 
wiD not be eligible to vote. 

7\ I I 

Cajon Valley Union 
School Dlstrld 

The $75 million bond issue 
would pay for three new 
schools and renovation of 
others to upgrade technology, 
libraries. playgrounds and fire 
and smoke alarms. Passage of 
the bond would qualify the dis
trict to receive about $18 mil
lion in state matching funds. 

It has been 32 years since 
Cajon Valley voters passed a 
bond. A March ballot measure 
fell short of passing by 244 
votes out of 37,000 ballots cast. 

District officials blame the 
bond's failure on the short time 
for campaigning. Although this 
election's marketing plan is in 
the works, educators and com
munity members plan on 
talking to more people and con
ducting a larger publicity cam- · 
paign. 

"Districts have a higher suc
cess rate the second time 
around," said Wayne Oetken, 
assistant superintendent of 
business services. 

A bond issue would mean 
that E1 Cajon property owners 
would pay $30 more a year in 
taxes per $100,000 of their as
sessed property value for about 
30years. . 

F"tve years ago, the district 
received $23 million in state 
funding to upgrade classrooms 

in 16 of its schools that are 
more than 30 years old, but the 
money wasn't enough to pay 
for all needed improvements. 

Overcrowding is the top 
problem and projections show 
the district will need one mid
dle school and two elementary 
schools in the next few years. 

The 27 district schools were 
built for 16,000 students. but 
enrollment has swelled to 
19,400with an expected growth 
of 750 students in the next foui 
years. 

The district has about 330 
portable classrooms to accom. 
modate students, compared 
with 255 last year. Class-si7A; 
reduction forces districts to 
find more classroom space. 

"We are going to continue tQ 
grow," said Marsha Saben, 
board vice president "If we 
don't plan now, then we are 
going to be faced with other 
ways to house these children.": 

Older campuse~, most of 
which are more than 30 years 
old. need plumbing, heating 
and roof repairs. , 

Improvements would also in
clude repairing and renovatmg 
classrooms, conforming tq 
state-mandated class-size r~ 
ductions, expanding librarie51 
providing greater access tcl 
computers and improvinJt 
health and safety, such as repJa: . 

· cing an old septic tank and tan 
tered carpeting. t 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

September 23, 2000 
Facsimile: (619) 498-1997 

Superintendent Ed Brand: 

What kind of "public servant" or "professional" administrator are you that 
you cannot answer a simple letter? 

For the record: 

• On September 23, 2000 I wrote to CHALLENGE YOU TO A PUBLIC DEBATE on 
your $187,000,000 Prop BB. To date you have "unprofessionally" failed to respond. 
What are you afraid off, or what are you attempting to hide? 

• On September 13, 2000 I wrote a letter to Ms. Judy May, SWUHSD legal counsel 
requesting "public information on the district's legal position on several issues 
regarding Prop. BB. To this day your legal counsel has also failed to respond. 

Your failure to respond, along with your legal counsel's withholding of "public 
information" is plain "stonewalling." Like the 1997 bond election, you are again attempting 
to run a "stealth" type campaign, by failing to hold press conferences, community 
meetings, and minimizing the amount of information and campaign literature to voters, 
especially to the majority Mexican-American community. 

Voters in the Sweetwater Union High School District are entitled to all the facts on 
Prop. BB. 

For the reason(s) above, I am calling on you to end your "stealth" campaign and 
once again to come out and debate the pro and con's of your $187,000,000 Prop BB. 

Unless you are hiding from the voters/homeowners of the district, or are afraid to 
defend your position in public. I except to hear from you as soon as possible on whether 
your answer is YES or NO to accept or reject my CHALLENGE TO A PUBLIC DEBATE 
on Prop. BB, 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

September 23, 2000 

Superintendent Ed Brand: 

This letter is to CHALLENGE YOU TO A PUBLIC DEBATE on Proposition BB. 
The Sweetwater Union High School District's (SWUHSD) $187,000,000 dollar 
"boondoggle." Proposition BB, which is being floated by you and your "rubber stamp" 
Board of Trustees will be voted on November 7, 2000. I state several reasons why I am 
challenging to a public debate. You and members of the Board of Trustee's are 
"stonewalling" and withholding very important public information and facts from the 
voters pertaining to Prop. BB. 

As in the 1997 bond election, when you and the board attempted to saddle 
homeowners with an outrageous ~ billion-school bond, you ran a "stealth" type campaign 
and all of you were less than honest, open or truthful with district voters. 

Case in point, during the 1997 election you and the Board of Trustees: 

• Failed to hold community meetings (especially in the Mexican/American majority 
community) to discuss or explain the ~ billion-dollar bond measure to homeowners, 
taxpayers and voters. 

• Couldn't account or explain to the voters, over $300,000,000 million dollars of bond 
expenditures. 

• Attempted in a Machiavellian move to politically stack the vote, and effect the outcome 
of the election (to procure the necessary 2/3 approval required), by unconstitutionally 
disenfranchising over 10,000 Mello-Roos from Eastlake, Rancho Del Rey, and Long 
Canyon. 

• Excluded voters from the affluent Mello-Roos districts from paying taxes on the bond. 
Placing the tax burden of paying the entire 1/2 billion dollars on the backs of the 
poorest homeowners/taxpayers of National City, San Ysidro, Chula Vista and Imperial 
Beach. 

Today, as in the1997 election, you and the Board of Trustees continue to play the same 
game, and once again are being less than honest, open or truthful with district voters. You 
have failed to disclose and provide the following facts to voters on PROP. BB: 



What's wrong with prop. BB? 

The SWUHSD is telling district voters that Prop. BB the $187,000,000 measure 

bond (in 1997 they asked for $500,000,00) is necessary to renovate and rebuild the 

district's schools. Many in the community question, how can anyone in their right 

mind be against good schools, especially when Mexican/Americans parents /students 

comprise the majority in the district? 

The reason(s) are numerous but it boils down (as in 1997) to Superintendent Ed 

Brand and the Board of Trustees being less than honest, truthful or open with the 

district's voters. 

For instances how many district voters know that Superintendent Ed Brand and the 

Board of Trustees: 

• ARE ALLOWING (UNLIKE 1997) VOTERS IN THE AFFLUENT MELLO
ROOS DISTRICTS (EASTLAKE, RANCHO DEL REY, AND LONG 
CANYON) TO VOTE ON PROP. BB, AND IF PROP. BB IS APPROVED PAY 
THE TAX, BUT THAT THE DISTRICT WILL REIMBURSE (BY ISSUING A 
"REBATE") BY DEDUCTING OFFTHE THERE MELLO-ROOS TAX? 

IN ESSENCE, MELLO-ROOS HOMEOWNERS ARE BEING OFFERED A 
"BRIBE" BY THE DISTRICT TO VOTE YES TO PROCURE THE 66 2/3 
MAJORITY VOTE NEEDED, BUT WILL ASSUME NO RESPONSIBLE OR 
FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS OR LIABILITIES FOR PAYMENT OF THE 
BOND! 

• HOMEOWNERS AND TAXPAYERS OF THE POOREST AREA'S OF THE 
DISTRICT (NATIONAL CITY, SAN YSIDRO, CHULA VISTA, AND 
IMPERIAL BEACH) WILL HAVE TO PAY THE ENTIRE PROP. BB 
$187,000,000 BOND. 

• ASIDE FROM ALLOWING AFFLUENT MELLO-ROOS TAXPAYERS TO 
VOTE, AND RECEIVE A TAX "REBATE", AND A "BRIBE" FOR VOTING 
YES TOTHOSE AREA'S WILL (IF PROP. BB PASSES) GRANT $12,269,990 
OF THE POOREST AREA PAID TAXES FOR "LAND PURCHASE AND 
CONSTRUCTION," FOR A NEW SCHOOL IN A FUTURE DESIGNATED 
MELLO-ROOS DISTRICT IN OTAY"l\~SA! 

• 

• 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

September 26, 2000 Facsimile: (619) 585-7380 

Superintendent Ed Brand: 

This letter is to CHALLENGE YOU TO A PUBLIC DEBATE on Proposition BB. 
The $187,000,000 dollar Sweetwater Union High School District's (SWUHSD) 
"boondoggle" bond proposal. Proposition BB, which is being floated by you and your 
"rubber stamp" Board of Trustees, will be voted on November 7, 2000. I state several 
reasons why I am challenging you to a public debate. You and members of the Board of 
Trustees are "stonewalling" and withholding very important public information and facts 
from the voters pertaining to Prop. BB. 

As in the 1997 bond election, when you and the board attempted to saddle 
homeowners with an outrageous ~ billion-dollar school bond, you ran a "stealth" type 
campaign and all of you were less than honest, open or truthful with district voters. 

Case in point, during the 1997 election you and the Board of Trustees: 

• Failed to hold community meetings (especially in the Mexican/American majority 
community) to discuss or explain the ~ billion-dollar bond measure to homeowners, 
taxpayers and voters. 

• Couldn't explain to the voters, or account for over $300,000,000 million dollars of bond 
expenditures. 

• Attempted in a Machiavellian move to politically stack the vote, and effect the outcome 
of the election (to procure the necessary 2/3 approval required), by unconstitutionally 
disenfranchising over 10,000 Mello-Roos voters from Eastlake, Rancho Del Rey, and 
Long Canyon. 

• Excluded voters from the affluent Mello-Roos districts from paying taxes on the bond. 
Placing the tax burden of paying the entire 112 billion dollars on the backs of the 
poorest homeowners/taxpayers of National City, San Ysidro, Chula Vista and Imperial 
Beach. 

Today, as in the1997 election, you and the Board of Trustees continue to play the same 
game, and once again are being less than honest, open or truthful with district voters. You 
have failed to disclose and provide the following facts to voters on PROP. BB: 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

September 26, 200 

Ms. Norma Cazares, President 
South Bay Forum 
45 El Rancho Vista 
Chula Vista, CA 91910 

Ms. Cazares: 

Enclosed for your information, and the South Bay Forum, is a letter to Superintendent Ed 
Brand challenging him to a public debate on Proposition BB. Superintendent Ed Brand and the 
Sweetwater Union High School District (SWUHSD) Board of Trustees has floated a $187,000,000 
Proposition which voters will either approve or defeat in the November 7, 2000 election. The 
reasons for my challenge for a debate are outlined in the enclosed letter. 

The Committee on Chicano Rights (CCR) has taken a position of opposing the $187,000,000 
Prop. BB measure (as we did the~ billion bond in 1997) for the reasons outlined in the enclosed 
letter to Superintendent Brand, and for the district's failure to address the historical educational 
needs of the Chicano community. 

It is the CCR's position that Prop. BB should be publicly debated because, as was the case 
in 1997, Superintendent Ed Brand and the Board of Trustees are again "stonewalling" and 
withholding important public information and facts from the voters on Prop. BB. It is also our 
position, that since the Chicano community composes the majority population of students and 
parents, and will be the most economically effected and impacted, that a debate is not only 
necessary but also imperative. 

Proposition BB along with other Propositions, such Prop. 38 (vouchers), and Prop. 39 (doing 
away with the 2/3 majority) will effect and impact our communities (negative or positive) for years 
to come. Unfortunately these propositions and numerous other political issues in the upcoming 
election, which will effect our community are not being discussed from a community political 
perspective by political organizations. 

Hopefully, the enclosed information will assist the South Bay Forum in its' political 
discussions, and endorsements, which could provide "political direction" in voting to our 
community in the upcoming November 7, 2000 elections. If you are in need or have further 
question, feel free to call me at the above phone number. 

s· ramente, r::::7 
~\s:Y~c;;...-C"'~

man Baca, President 
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~ ~ v Committee on Chicano Rights 
f-. 710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

To: All News Media 
Re: Challenge to debate 
Contact: Herman Baca, President 

September 27,2000 

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 

NATIONAL CITY, CA ... THE COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS, (CCR) TODAY 
ANNOUNCED "THAT HERMAN BACA, PRESIDENT OF THE CCR HAS CHALLENGED 
(SEE ENCLOSED LETTER) SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT'S (SWUHSD) 
SUPERINTENDENT ED BRAND TO A PUBLIC DEBATE ON PROPOSITION BB." . 

IN CALLING FOR THE DEBATE, BACA CHARGED THAT "THE DISTRICT'S PROP. BB IS 
A "BOONDOGGLE" AND A "RIP-OFF" OF THE POOREST HOMEOWNERS/TAXPAYERS 
OF NATIONAL CITY, SAN YSIDRO, CHULA VISTA AND IMPERIAL BEACH (WHO WILL 
HAVE TO PAY THE ENTIRE $187,000,000 DOLLAR BOND) WHILE EXCLUDING THE 
MORE AFFLUENT MELLO-ROOS DISTRICTS OF EASTLAKE, RANCHO DEL REY, AND 
LONG CANYON." 

ACCORDING TO BACA, "AS WAS THE CASE WITH THE DISTRICT'S 1997 Y2 BILLION
DOLLAR (DEFEATED) BOND ELECTION, SUPERINTENDENT BRAND AND THE SWUHSD 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES ARE BEING LESS THAN HONEST, TRUTHFUL, AND ARE 
"STONEWALLING" AND WITHHOLDING IMPORTANT PUBLIC INFORMATION AND 
FACTS FROM THE VOTERS ON PROP. BB." 

"A PUBLIC DEBATE ESPECIALLY IN THE MAJORITY MEXICAN-AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY) AT A NEUTRAL SITE", SAID BACA "WOULD GIVE ALL VOTERS THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR ALL OF THE FACTS, AND THE PRO AND CON'S OF PROP. BB." 

IN CONCLUDING BACA STATED THAT "DISTRICT HOMEOWNERS/TAXPAYERS AND 
VOTERS WHOM THE DISTRICT IS ASKING TO APPROVE PROP. BB, AND PAY 
$187,000,000 FOR THE NEXT 25 YEARS DESERVE NOTHING LESS THAN A DEBATE ON 
THIS ISSUE" 

-END-
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CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

To: All News Media 
Re: Challenge to debate 
Contact: Herman Baca, President 

September 27, 2000 

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 

NATIONAL CITY, CA ... THE COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS, (CCR) TODAY 
ANNOUNCED "THAT HERMAN BACA, PRESIDENT OF THE CCR HAS CHALLENGED 
(SEE ENCLOSED LETTER) SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT'S (SWUHSD) 

SUPERINTENDENT ED BRAND TO A PUBLIC DEBATE ON PROPOSITION BB." 

IN CALLING FOR THE DEBATE, BACA CHARGED THAT "THE DISTRICT'S PROP. BB IS 

A "BOONDOGGLE" AND A "RIP-OFF" OF THE POOREST HOMEOWNERS/TAXPAYERS 

OF NATIONAL CITY, SAN YSIDRO, CHULA VISTA AND IMPERIAL BEACH (WHO WILL 

HAVE TO PAY THE ENTIRE $187,000,000 DOLLAR BOND) WHILE EXCLUDING THE 

MORE AFFLUENT MELLO-ROOS DISTRICTS OF EASTLAKE, RANCHO DEL REY, AND 
LONG CANYON." 

ACCORDING TO BACA, "AS WAS THE CASE WITH THE DISTRICT'S 1997 ~ BILLION
DOI~LAR (DEFEATED) BOND F.l.EC'TlON, SUPF.RlNTF.NOF.NT nRANn ANn TllF. ~WlTll~O 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ARE BEING LESS THAN HONEST, TRUTHFUL, AND ARE 
"STONEWALLING" AND WITHHOLDING IMPORT ANT PUBLIC INFORMATION AND 

FACTS FROM THE VOTERS ON PROP. BB." 

"A PUBLIC DEBATE ESPECIALLY IN THE MAJORITY MEXICAN-AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY) AT A NEUTRAL SITE", SAID BACA "WOULD GIVE ALL VOTERS THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR ALL OF THE FACTS, AND THE PRO AND CON'S OF PROP. BB." 

IN CONCLUDING BACA STATED THAT "DISTRICT HOMEOWNERS/TAXPAYERS AND 
VOTERS WHOM THE DISTRICT IS ASKING TO APPROVE PROP. BB, AND PAY 
$187,000,000 FOR THE NEXT 25 YEARS DESERVE NOTHING LESS THAN A DEBATE ON 

THIS ISSUE" 

-END-
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CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

To: All News Media 
Re: Challenge to debate 
Contact: Herman Baca, President 

September 27,2000 

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 

NATIONAL CITY, CA ... THE COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS, (CCR) TODAY 

ANNOUNCED "THAT HERMAN BACA, PRESIDENT OF THE CCR HAS CHALLENGED 
(SEE ENCLOSED LETTER) SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT'S (SWUHSD) 

SUPERINTENDENT ED BRAND TO A PUBLIC DEBATE ON PROPOSITION BB." 

IN CALLING FOR THE DEBATE, BACA CHARGED THAT "THE DISTRICT'S PROP. BB IS 

A "BOONDOGGLE" AND A "RIP-OFF" OF THE POOREST HOMEOWNERS/TAXPAYERS 

OF NATIONAL CITY, SAN YSIDRO, CHULA VISTA AND IMPERIAL BEACH (WHO WILL 

HAVE TO PAY THE ENTIRE $187,000,000 DOLLAR BOND) WHILE EXCLUDING THE 
MORE AFFLUENT MELLO-ROOS DISTRICTS OF EASTLAKE, RANCHO DEL REY, AND 
LONG CANYON." 

ACCORDING TO BACA, "AS WAS THE CASE WITH THE DISTRICT'S 1997 ~ BILLION
DOLLAR (DEFEATED) BOND ELECTION, SUPERINTENDENT BRAND AND THE SWUHSD 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES ARE BEING LESS THAN HONEST, TRUTHFUL, AND ARE 

"STONEWALLING" AND WITHHOLDING IMPORTANT PUBLIC INFORMATION AND 

FACTS FROM THE VOTERS ON PROP. BB." 

"A PUBLIC DEBATE ESPECIALLY IN THE MAJORITY MEXICAN-AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY) AT A NEUTRAL SITE", SAID BACA "WOULD GIVE ALL VOTERS THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR ALL OF THE FACTS, AND THE PRO AND CON'S OF PROP. BB." 

IN CONCLUDING BACA STATED THAT "DISTRICT HOMEOWNERS/TAXPAYERS AND 
VOTERS WHOM THE DISTRICT IS ASKING TO APPROVE PROP. BB, AND PAY 
$187,000,000 FOR THE NEXT 25 YEARS DESERVE NOTHING LESS THAN A DEBATE ON 
THIS ISSUE" 

-END-
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Mayor Water's let me ask yeu who do you represent? 

1. I see that you, J.\ia.y'a-r-<tfNC-Gearge :WateFS along with Mayor Susan (bankrupt 
SD Charger/Padre) Golding, Mayor Shirley (I want another term) Horton, and 
Mayor Diane (nobody knows me) Rose signed the rebuttal argument in support 
of the SWUHSD's $187,000,000 "boondoggle" prop BB? 

2. L~ under what power, authority, or mandates did you sign the 
ballot argument for National City homeowners, taxpayers and voters? 

3. Did you hold public hearings? Take a public vote? Or did the city council in one 
of your back room deal authorize you to sign Prop BB? Or did you think that 
instead of being Mayor George, your now King George III and just~ 
signed the BB argument on your own? 

4. The reason I ask is because in my hand I hold an official letter from 
Superintendent Brand addressed to Property Owners within the SWUHSD 
Community Facilities Districts (Mello-Roos) which states and I quote 
"Proposition BB will not increase taxes of residents in the Mello-Roos areas 
(CFD's). And question "I am currently paying Mello-Roos taxes. If Proposition 
BB passes will I be assesses additional taxes? Answer "No. Your existing CFD 
taxes will be reduced to offset the cost of proposition BB. In other words, the 
affluent MR homeowners are going to be able to vote, and if the bond is 
approved will pay the tax, but then the SWUHSD will give them a rebate or a 
bribe and by deducting the taxes paid on Prop. BB off their MR taxes! Now if 
those MR homeowners are not going to pay the Prop. BB taxes, who is? I think 
you know that NC homeowners/taxpayers, the people you are supposed to 
represent along with CV, IB, Bonita and SY are going to have to pay the entire 
$187,00,000 prop. BB. Now my question for you is since you are telling everyone 
that this is such a good deal for NC homeowners/taxpayers, are you willing to 
publicly informed NC homeowners/taxpayers that they are going to have to 
shoulder along with the other poor area's of the district and pay the entire 
$187,00,000 prop. BB. ~ ----------------w-f and that affluent homeowners from Eastlake, Rancho Del Rey an~ Long Canyon 
will pay not one red cent s; c.G-- ,:; /rfCCr 
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1. I see that you, Mayor of NC George Waters along with Mayor Susan (bankrupt 
SD with theCharger/Padre) Golding, Mayor Shirley (I want another term) 
Horton, and Mayor Diane (nobody knows me) Rose have signed the rebuttal 
argument in support of the SWUHSD's $187,000,000 "boondoggle" prop BB? 

2. For the record let me ask Mayor under what power, authority, or mandates 
were you authorized to sign the ballot argument for the homeowners, taxpayers 
and voters of National City? 

3. Were public hearings held? A public vote taken? Or did the city council in one 
of your back room deal authorize you to sign Prop BB? Or did you think that 
instead of being Mayor George, your now King Geaorge III and just signed 
signed the BB argument on your own? 

4. Mayor Water's I have to ask you who do you represent? In my hand I hold an 
official letter from Superintendent Brand to Property Owners within the 
SWUHSD Community Facilities Districts (Mello-Roos) stating and I quote 
"Proposition BB will not increase taxes of residents in the Mello-Roos areas 
(CFD's). And question "I am currently paying Mello-Roos taxes. If Proposition 
BB passes will I be assesses additional taxes? Answer "No. Your existing CFD 
taxes will be reduced to offset the cost of proposition BB. In other words, the 
affluent MR homeowners are going to be able to vote, and if the bond is 
approved will pay the tax, but then the SWUHSD will give them a rebate or a 
bribe and by deducting the taxes paid on Prop. BB off their MR taxes! Now if 
those MR homeowners are not going to pay the Prop. BB taxes, who is? I think 
you know Mayor Waters. You know that it is going to be NC, along with CV, IB, 
Bonita and SY. My question is since this is such a good deal for NC 
homeowners/taxpayers and voters have you informed them that they and the 
other poor area's of the district are going to pay the entire $187,00,000 prop. BB. 

5. 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

To: All News Media 
Re: Challenge to debate 
Contact: Herman Baca, President 

September 27, 2000 

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 

NATIONAL CITY, CA ... THE COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS, (CCR) TODAY 
ANNOUNCED "THAT HERMAN BACA, PRESIDENT OF THE CCR HAS CHALLENGED 
(SEE ENCLOSED LETTER) SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT'S (SWUHSD) 
SUPERINTENDENT ED BRAND TO A PUBLIC DEBATE ON PROPOSITION BB." 

IN CALLING FOR THE DEBATE, BACA CHARGED THAT "THE DISTRICT'S PROP. BB IS 
A "BOONDOGGLE" AND A "RIP-OFF" OF THE POOREST HOMEOWNERS/TAXPAYERS 
OF NATIONAL CITY, SAN YSIDRO, CHULA VISTA AND IMPERIAL BEACH (WHO WILL 
HAVE TO PAY THE ENTIRE $187,000,000 DOLLAR BOND) WHILE EXCLUDING THE 
MORE AFFLUENT MELLO-ROOS DISTRICTS OF EASTLAKE, RANCHO DEL REY, AND 
LONG CANYON." 

ACCORDING TO BACA, "AS WAS THE CASE WITH THE DISTRICT'S 1997 ~BILLION
DOLLAR (DEFEATED) BOND ELECTION, SUPERINTENDENT BRAND AND THE SWUHSD 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES ARE BEING LESS THAN HONEST, TRUTHFUL, AND ARE 
"STONEWALLING" AND WITHHOLDING IMPORT ANT PUBLIC INFORMATION AND 
FACTS FROM THE VOTERS ON PROP. BB." 

"A PUBLIC DEBATE ESPECIALLY IN THE MAJORITY MEXICAN-AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY) AT A NEUTRAL SITE", SAID BACA "WOULD GIVE ALL VOTERS THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR ALL OF THE FACTS, AND THE PRO AND CON'S OF PROP. BB." 

IN CONCLUDING BACA STATED THAT "DISTRICT HOMEOWNERS/TAXPAYERS AND 
VOTERS WHOM THE DISTRICT IS ASKING TO APPROVE PROP. BB, AND PAY 
$187,000,000 FOR THE NEXT 25 YEARS DESERVE NOTHING LESS THAN A DEBATE ON 
THIS ISSUE" 

-END-



Herman Baca 
President 

HOWARD JARVIS 
TAXPAYERS 

ASSOCIATION 

Committee on Chicano Rights 
71 0 East Third Street 
National City, CA 91950 

.!.. HOWARD JARV5, Foood" ('903-,86) 

~ ESTELLE JARVIS, Honorary Chairwoman 

JON COUPAL, President 

TREVOR GRIMM, General Counsel 

TIMOTHY BITTLE, Director of Legal Affairs 

September 28, 2000 

Re: Sweetwater Union H .S. Dist. Bond Election 

Dear Mr. Baca, 

Thank you for your letter and the materials that accompanied it. I have reviewed the matter and 
these are my observations. 

First, there is a discrepancy between your description of the situation and the way it was reported 
in the newspaper article you enclosed. According to the August 21 , 2000, San Diego Union 
article, "Property owners who already pay Mello-Roos taxes for new schools ... would be exempt 
from paying for the bond and will not be eligible to vote " According to your letter, however, the 
Mello Roos homeowners will vote, and will pay for the bond, but will receive an equivalent 
deduction from their Mello-Roos taxes to compensate them for the new school bond. 

Assuming your description is correct, this approach may run afoul ofthe Mello Roos Law. 
Government Code§ 53313.4 provides that Mello Roos homeowners are exempt from any levy 
for school construction that is imposed after, but within 10 years of, the issuance of their Mello 
Roos bonds. 

Another issue involves Section 53330.5, which states that the Mello Roos tax "may be levied only 
so long as it is needed to pay the principal and interest on debt incurred in order to construct 
facilities under authority of this chapter." If the homeowners are entitled to rebates of their Mello 
Roos taxes because the new school bond tax has taken over the repayment obligations of the 
Mello Roos district, then the Mello Roos taxes can no longer be legally collected. 

Finally, unless there has been full disclosure, the bond underwriters and investors may be harmed 
if parcels lying within the Mello Roos districts have been counted as lienable, taxable properties 
securing the repayment of both the Mello Roos bonds and the new school bonds, when in fact 
(because ofthe rebate) they will not be obligated to both. 

Mello Roos homeowners should be made aware that a scheme to maintain two tax payments on 

SACRAMENTO OFFICE: 92111th Street, Suite 1201, Sacramento, CA 95814 

LOS ANGELES OFFICE: 621 South Westmoreland Avenue, Suite 202, Los Angeles, CA 90005-3971 



HOWARD JARVIS, Founder (1903-1986) 

ESTELLE JARVIS, Honorary Chairwoman 

JON COUPAL, President 

I· 

HOWARD JARVIS 
TAXPAYERS 

ASSOCIATION 
TREVOR GRIMM, General Counsel 

lllili!lllildiilillib TIMOTHY BITTLE, Director of Legal Affairs 

Herman Baca 
President 
Committee on Chicano Rights 
710 East Third Street 
National City, CA 91950 

Re: Sweetwater Union H.S. Dist. Bond Election 

Dear Mr. Baca, 

September 28, 2000 

Thank you for your letter and the materials that accompanied it. I have reviewed the matter and 

these are my observations. · 

First, there is a discrepancy between your description of the situation and the way it was reported. 

in the newspaper article you enclosed. According to the August 21,-2000, San Diego Union 

article, "Property· owners who already pay Mello-Roos taxes for new schools ... would be exempt 

from paying for the bond and will not be eligible to vote." According to your letter, however, the 

Mello Roos homeowners will vote, and will pay for the bond, but will receive an equivalent 

deduction from their Mello-Roos taxes to compensate them for the new school bond. 

Assuming your description is correct, this approach may run afoul ofthe Mello Roos Law. 

Government Code§ 53313.4 provides that Mello Roos homeowners are exempt from any levy 

for school construction that is imposed after, but within 10 years of, the issuance oftheir Mello 

Roos bonds. 

Another issue involves Section 53330.5, which states that the Mello Roos tax "may be levied only 

so long as it is needed to pay the principal and interest on debt incurred in order to construct 

facilities under authority of this chapter." If the homeowners are entitled to rebates of their Mello 

Roos taxes because the new school bond tax has taken over the repayment obligations of the 

Mello Roos district, then the Mello Roos taxes can no longer be legally collected. 

Finally, unless there has been full disclosure, the bond underwriters and investors may be harmed 

if parcels lying within the Mello Roos districts have been counted as lienable, taxable properties 

securing the repayment of both the Mello Roos bonds and the new school bonds, when in fact 

(because· of the rebate) they will not be obligated to both. 

Mello Roos homeowners should be made aware that a scheme to maintain two tax payments on 

SACRAMENTO OFFICE: 92111th Street, Suite 1201, Sacramento, CA 95814 

LOS ANGELES OFFICE: 621 South Westmoreland Avenue, Suite 202, Los Angeles, CA 90005-3971 



Herman Baca 
September 28, 2000 
Page 2 

their property, even if one is "rebated," probably violates either their right to be exempt from the 
current tax or their right to have the Mello Roos tax sunsetted. And in any event, it appears that 
passage of the new school bonds would subject their property to two liens. 

I hope this information is helpful. 

t(2_ ;3,~ 
Timothy A Bittle 
Director of Legal Affairs 
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.. 

their property, even if one is "rebated," probably violates either their right to be exempt from the 
current tax or their right to have the Mello Roos tax sunsetted. And in any event, it appears that 
passage ofthe new school bonds would subject their property to two liens. 

I hope this information is helpful. 

27:6,~ 
Timothy A. Bittle 
Director of Legal Affairs 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

October 3, 2000 

Ms. Judy May 
Legal Counsel 
Sweetwater Union High School District 

Ms. May: 

Facsimile: (619) 427-2726 

Enclosed is our correspondence requesting "public information" on Sweetwater 
Union High School District's (SWUHSD) legal position on Proposition BB which we 
facsimile to you (see September 13, 2000) three weeks ago. To date neither you nor 
Sweetwater Union High School District have responded to our legitimate request to 
provided us with the requested "public information." 

SWUHSD and you are "stonewalling" and are attempting to hide and withhold vital 
voting information from voters who oppose Prop BB. We see no justifiable reason(s) for 
you not to respond, or provide us with the requested "public information." 

I am again requesting that before this matter escalates into a political and legal 
issue, that you (on behalf of the district) immediately respond and provide us with the 
district's legal position on the issues raised in our correspondence. 

M~5d6 ~~an Baca, Presiden'P"ec----

Cc. Attorney Daniel Marshall 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

October 5, 2000 
Contact: Herman Baca 

"STONEWALLING ON PROPOSITION BB?" 

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 
NATIONAL CITY, CA .... THE COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS, (CCR) TODAY 
ACCUSED SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT'S (SWUHSD) 
SUPERINTENDENT ED BRAND, OF FAILING TO RESPOND TO A CHALLENGE 
(SEE ENCLOSED 9/27/00 LETTER) TO A PUBLIC DEBATE ON PROP. BB." 

ACCORDING TO CCR CHAIRPERSON HERMAN BACA, "SUPERINTENDENT ED 
BRAND IS HIDING FROM THE DISTRICT'S VOTERS/HOMEOWNERS, OR IS 
AFRAID TO DEFEND HIS POSITION ON PROP. BB, IN A PUBLIC DEBATE." 

BACA ALSO ACCUSED, "SUPERINTENDENT BRAND AND THE SWUHSD'S LEGAL 
COUNSEL, OF WITHHOLDING "PUBLIC INFORMATION" AND FACTS FROM 
VOTERS WHO OPPOSE PROP. BB, BY DELIBERATELY "STONEWALLING", AND 
RUNNING A "STEALTH" TYPE CAMPAIGN ON PROP. BB." 

ACCORDING TO BACA, "THE PROP. BB STEALTH CAMPAIGN STRATEGY BY 
SWUHSD, PARALLELS A STRATEGY DEVELOPED BY PAID POLITICAL 
CONSULT ANTS IN SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA." ACCORDING TO THE PLAN 
(SD UNION OPINION COLUMN 10-4-00), "YOU IDENTIFY VOTERS EARLY, 
COMMUNICATING WITH THEM, AND NOT LETTING ANYONE ELSE KNOW 
THAT AN ELECTION IS GOING ON." IN A RECENT SCHOOL ELECTION 
"PREVIOUS SACRAMENTO BOND ELECTION VOTERS WERE CONTACTED, BUT 
ONLY THOSE WHO EXPRESSED SUPPORT GOT FOLLOW-UP CALLS AND 
MATERIALS; THOSE WHO EVEN HESITATED IN THEIR SUPPORT WERE NEVER 
CONTACTED AGAIN." 
"SUPPORTERS HELD NO PRESS CONFERENCES TO INFORM THE PUBLIC, 
BECAUSE THAT WOULD AROUSE THE ATTENTION OF POTENTIAL 
OPPONENTS." OR AS CONSULTANT RICHIE ROSS STATED "WE DON'T WANT 
ANY ATTENTION ... BECAUSE I DON'T WANT THE CREEPS (VOTERS) TO COME 
OUT." 

IN CONCLUDING BACA CALLED FOR AN END TO SUPERINTENDENT BRAND'S 
"STEALTH" CAMPAIGN AND ISSUED ANOTHER CHALLENGE FOR A PUBLIC 
DEBATE ON PROP. BB, "SO THAT SUPERINTENDENT ED BRAND CAN EXPLAIN 
TO THE VOTERS, THE FACTS ON HIS $187,000,000 PROPOSITION." 

-END-



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

PROPOSITION BB 
"AN ATTEMPT TO STEAL AN ELECTION" 

By: Herman Baca, President 

A response is in order to the SD Union's simplistic, biased and one sided editorial support of 
Sweetwater Union High School District's (SDUHSD) $187,000,000, Proposition BB, which we 
oppose. 

Our organization, which has a 30-year history of struggle for quality education and first
class schools, knows first hand that generations of Mexican-American students and parents (who 
are now the majority) in the Sweetwater Union High School District have historically been denied 
both. 

Your editorial states that," Proposition BB is needed to get South Bay Schools out of their 
Third World physical condition." As an example why Proposition BB should be supported by 
voters, you highlight 80 year-old Sweetwater High School (the oldest school in the district) as being 
the paramount manifestation of the district's schools dilapidated "third world" conditions. 

So there is no mistake, let me state right off that we totally agree with the San Diego Union 
and the SWUHSD's conclusions that the district's schools are in dilapidated "third world" 
conditions, and should be repaired. In fact, one would have to be blind not to see that the majority 
of schools within the district are in dire need of renovation, repairs, or rebuilding. What we 
obviously do not agree on, are the causes for the dilapidated "third world" conditions and solutions. 

It seems extremely hypocritical that the only time cries of concerns and indignation are 
heard regarding "third world" conditions from schools trustees, administrators, politicians and the 
media, is when there are large amounts (Prop. BB $187,000,000) of money involved. 

You state that Prop. BB is about the kids and the voters upholding their end of the social 
contract. Yet surprisingly, Superintendent Ed Brand is on record in a letter to Mello-Roos property 
owners (Eastlake, Rancho Del Rey, and Long Canyon) as stating, "modernized schools increase 
property values." So what is Prop. BB really about, kids or property values? 

. ' 



Superintendent Brand: 

For the record, when are you going to stop "stonewalling on Proposition BB? 

Regarding your letter of 10-9-00 in which you request that I direct all correspondence to 
your consultant Larry Tramutola regarding Prop. BB. I don't know Mr. Tramutola and have no 
business with Mr. Tramutola and if Mr. Tramutola stated to you that he "has attempted to reach 
me on several occasions and that I have not responded," he has picked up yours and the Board of 
Trustees bad habit of lying. He has never called me and since I did not write to him or have no 
business with him, there would be absolutely any reason for me to speak to him. 

I wrote (on 9-13-00 and 10-3-00) to you, your legal c~unsel, Ms. Judy May requesting 
"public information" on SWUHSD legal position on several issues regarding Prop. BB and I except 
an answer. I wrote to you because you are suppose to be a "public servant," and because your 
Superintendent's salary ($160,000, plus) is paid with tax dollars. This issue has nothing to do with 
your paid consultant, but with you and your "stonewalling" our legitimate request to provide us 
with the "public information" that we have requested. Additionally we are now also demanding an 
immediate legal explanation of the following: 

• Mr. Jorge Dominguez a full time paid employee of the SWUHSD, who you list as the SWUHSD 
liaison for Prop. BB received $7,000 (see atth. A} as a "political consultant" from the Prop. BB 
campaign. 

Section 7054 of the Education prohibits the use of school district funds, services, supplies or 
equipment to urge the support or defeat of any ballot measure or candidate and provides that 

violation of that section is a misdemeanor or felony punishable by imprisonment or a fine. 

If I do not hear from you on the above and specifically the Dominquez matter within the 
next 3 days, rest assure that we will take whatever legal steps are necessary with the appropriate 
legal agency. 

Waiting, 

Herman Baca, President 



NATIONAL CITY, CHULA VISTA, IMPERIAL 

BEACH, SAN YSIDRO AND BONITA 
TAXPA YERS/HOMEOWNERSNOTERS 

QUESTIONS ON 
SWEETWATER DISTRICT PROPOSITION BB 

1. WHY SHOULD YOU, THE TAXPAYERS HAVE TO PAY THE 
ENTIRE $187,000,000 OF PROP. BB BOND (IF APPROVED), 
WHILE THE MORE AFFLUENT AND NEWER MELLO-ROOS 
(EASTLAKE, RANCHO DEL REY, LONG CANYON) AREA'S 
WHO ARE PART OF THE SWEETWATER SCHOOL 
DISTRICT, AND WHO GET TO VOTE, NOT PAY ONE RED 
CENT OF TAXES ON PROP. BB? 

2. WHY IF THE MELLO-ROOS AREA'S AREN'T GOING TO 
PAY ONE RED CENT OF THE $187,000,000 TAXES ON 
PROP. BB, ARE THEY GOING TO GET $12,269,990 
DOLLARS FOR A NEW HIGH TECH SCHOOL IN OTAY 
MESA WITH THE TAXES THAT YOU PAID? 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

DON'T BELIEVE US! 
CALL THE FOLLOWING POLITICANS WHO SUPPORT PROP. BB, AND ASK THEM WHY? 

SUPERINTENDENT (16°/o RAISE) ED BRAND (619) 691-5555 

MAYOR GEORGE (I LOVE THE MILE OF CARS) WATER'S AND 
HIS CITY COUNCIL (619) 336-4526 

MAYOR SHIRLEY (I WANT TO BE RE-ELECTED FOREVER) 
HORTON (619) 691-5044 

MAYOR SUSAN (BANKRUPT -SAN DIEGO, CHARGE RIP ADRE) 
GOLDING (619) 236-6330 

" IF THE SCHOOLS NEED FIXING, AND BENEFIT EVERYONE, WHY AREN'T ALL OF THE 
TAXPAYERS IN THE SWEETWATER DISTRICT PAYING FOR PROP. BB???? 

VOTE NO ON PROP. BB! 
DONATED BY: THE COMMfiTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS, "NO ON 88" (619) 477-3800 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

October 6, 2000 

Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association 
C/o Mr. Tim Bittle 
92111 th Street 
Suite 1201 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Mr. Bittle: 

I have been unsuccessful in my attempts to contact you by phone, so let me thank you for the 

information that you forwarded. You state in your letter, that in regards to my response there is a 

discrepancy in the August 21, 2000 San Diego Union article, "Property owners who already pay 

Mello-Roos taxes for new schools ... would be exempt from paying for the bond and will not be able 

to vote." 

Let me state that there is no discrepancy, the article is addressing the voting requirements in the 

Santee school district election, and not the Sweetwater Union Hieh School District. Please reread 

the article and my letter, as we would like for your association to reconsider addressing the 
question(s) and issues below to determine if you can provide us with any legal assistance: 

• Under what legal statues or laws can districts like SWUHSD (proposition BB) manipulate an 
election outcome by granting rebates or bribes to attempt to procure the required 66 2/3% for 
passage? 

• How can school districts disenfranchise voters as was the case in the 1997 SWUHSD'S election 

and the upcoming November 2000 election (see above article} in Santee, California? 

• Also how can poorer areas of a district (as in the SWUHSD upcoming election) be forced legally 
to shoulder the entire finanical burden of a bond when Mello-Roos (the proposed Otay Mesa) 
areas which are supposedly excluded (and will pay no taxes) receive finanical benefit from those 
taxes? 

Once again, thank you in advance for any assistance that the Howard Jarvis Taxpayer 
Association can provide us. 

~c~rely, r::J 
~}P~ 
CC. Attorney Daniel Marshall 



FROM MARC PROJECT 

October 9, 2000 

Superintendent Ed Brand 

FAX NO. 619 4272247 

45 El Rancho Vista 
Chula Vista, CA. 91910 

(619) 422-0432 

Sweetwater Union High St~hool District 
1130 5th Avenue 
Chula Vista, CA. 91911 

Dear Superintendent Brand, 

Oct. 09 2000 06:07AM P1 

South Bay Forum (SBF) is in receipt of a letter dated September 26th from the 
Committee on Chicano JJjghts (CCR), along with a copy of a letter faxed to you requesting a 
debate on Proposition BB. 

As you are aware, SBF att.;;mpts to address issues that are relevant to the Chicano/Latino 
community (which more often than not~ are relevant to the entire community.) A process that we 
are known for, and is unlike most political action committees, is that we welcome the 
opportunity to hear both sj ::ies of an issue .no matter how strongly our membership may feel 
personally. Part of that process also includes openi11g up our forums to the general public. 

Mr. Hennan Baca, as a resident ofthe South Bay area and President ofCCR, has raised some 
valid concerns which we believe merit further public discussion. Although SBF does not share 
in Mr. Baca' s perception that there is a blatant effort by the district to keep the voters 
uninforn1ed, we are cogni:Lant of the lack ofinJormation and publicized community meetings. 
We do agree with Mr. Bac::!. that "district homeowners, taxpayers, and voters ... deserve nothing 
less." 

for the above stated reasons, SBF is offering to host a public fomm to hear both sides. oro and 
con. to Proposition BB. ·we can hold the event on the evening of Monday, October 23ra at the 
South Chula Vista Library or, ifncecssary, on Monday, October 301

h at the Central Chula Vista 
Library. The fonnat and duration of the debate can be determined with input from you as well as 
from l\1r. Baca. A suggest~d facilitated tonnat may include a designated tin1e frame for position 
statements followed by questions and opportunity for rebuttal . A maximum of two persons per 
side is also recommended. 

Please respond to this invitation as soon as possible so that we may tend to the arrangements. If 
you have any questions, de· not hesitate to contact me at 422-0432. 

Sincerely, 

Norma A. Cazares 
President 

·I 

' .. 



FROM MAAC PROJECT FAX NO. 619 4272247 

Sooth Bay Forum 

October 9, 2000 

Mr. Herman Baca, Pre:;ident 
Committee on Chicane Rights 
710 E. 3rd Avenue 
National City, CA. 91950 

Dear Mr. Baca, 

45 El Rancho Vista 
Chula Vista, CA. 9191 0 

(619) 422-0432 

Oc t . - 09 2000 06: 07A~1 P2 

I· 

,.> We are in receipt of your letter d~ted September 26111 sharing your concerns regarding 
Proposition BB, the Sweetwater Union High School District bond initiative. 

For the reasons outline:1 in a letter to Superintendent Ed Brand (please sec enclosed 
copy,) South Bay Fonnn is om~ring to host a. public forwn as an opportunity to hear 
both sides of this issue. As indicated, such a forum can be held on the evening of 
Monday, October 23rd ·:Jr if necessary, Monday, October 30th. 

Please respond, along with your suggestions 011 formats specit1cs as soon as possible, so 
that arrangements can be made. If you have any questions, please contact me at 
422-0432. 

Sincerely, 

Norma A. Cazares 
President 

Cc: Superintendent Ed. Brand 



Edward M. Brand, Ed. D. 
Superintendent 

October 9, 2000 

SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Office of the Superintendent • 1130 Fifth Avenue • Chula Vista, California 91911-2896 

(619) 691-5555 • FAX (619) 498-1997 • e-mail: edward.brand@suhsd.k12.ca.us 

Mr. Herman Baca, President 
Committee on Chicano Rights 
71 0 East Third St. 
National City, CA 919950 

Dear Mr. Baca: 

We are requesting that you direct all correspondence regarding Proposition BB to Larry Tramutola, 
our consultant for this campaign. The address is Tramutola Company, 191 Ridgeway A venue, 
Oakland, CA 94611. 

Mr. Tramutola informed me that he has attempted to reach you on several occasions and you have 
not responded. Please call him at (510) 658-7003. 

Sincerely, 

~~/d 
Edward M. Brand, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

EB:dh 

Maximizing student achievement for South County 1"- 12" graders and adult learners 
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:SWEETWATER' UNION HIGH SCHOOL'OISTRICT 
Office of the Superintendent • 1130 Fifih Avenue • Chula Vista , California 91911-2896 

(619) 601-5555 • FAX (619) 498-1997 • a-mail : cdward . brand@~utl::>< .. Lk l2 .t:~ . us 

Edward M. Brand, Ed. D. 
Superinf8ndent 

Notice to Property Owners 
Within the Sweetwater Union High School District 

Community Facilities Districts 
(Mello-Roos) 

Dear Property Owner, 

As you may be aware, voters within the Sweetwat.cr Union High School District are sched

uled to voLe f"!1 Proposition BBthis. Novei11iJer. Propos1i10ii-Blfls .. a-bond measur~th~Jt will 

provide funds to repair and renovate middle schools, junior highs and high schools in the 

Sweelwater Unitied Sch:>ol District.. 

These renovations include: 
renovating 40 -60 year old classrooms 

upgrading outdated elec£rical and plumbing systems 

replacing ventilation and heating systems 

adding additional classrooms and science labs to relieve overcrowding 

repairing health and safety hazards 

replacing aging roofs as needed 

improving schoo 1 libraries 

Proposition BB wil! not increase taxes of residents in the Mello-Roos areas (CFDs). 
y -( rt_,/1(( 

Residents of the Commun.ity Facility Districts already pay special taxes for school facilities .. 

Because you are already paying special taxes for school t'acilitic..o;, if Proposition BB 

·--'-'""""'---'-'-·· -flp~a~ssese5~r.r.-c, yoo~7D ta:t.L will--ee- reduced-sa--"*r-e-will no ineR.ase jn ya11r OYQraU tax hill. 

Passage of Proposition BB will also qualify our community to receive state matching funds 

that will reduce the cost of repairs t.o local taxpayers. Without pa'>sage of Proposition BB, 

these funds will go to other school district~:. 

On the reverse of this lcller are some of the most frequently a" ked questions. If you have 

need more information please contact my office aL619 691-5555. 

u:-9'YK-~' 
Ed Brand 
Superintendent. of Schools 
Sweetwater Union High School District 

M"'ximizing student achievement for South County 7th - 12th graders and adult learners 
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:SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Office of the Superintendent • 1130 Fifth Avenue • Chula Vist<l, California 919 11-2896 

(619) 601-5555 • FAX (619) 498-1997 • a-mall: odward .brf:!nd@sull~tLk 12.<;et.\JS 

Edward M Brand, Ed. D. 
Super;ntendent 

Notice to Property Owners 
Within the Sweetwater Union .High School District 

Community Facilities Districts 
(1\tlello-Roos) 

Dear Property Owner, 

As you may be awal'e , voters within the Sweetwater Union High School District are sched

uled to vole i'rl Proposition BBtlils No\,-eiTiher. Propos1tioii Bff')s' a'-bond measur~th~tt will 

pro,·ide funds to repair and renovate middle schools, junior highs and high schools in the 

Sweetwater Unified Sch:::Jol District 

These renoYations include: 
renovating 40 -60 year old classrooms 

upgrading outdated electrical and plumbing systems 

replacing ventilalion and heating systems 

adding additional ci.<t~.:>rooms and science labs to relieve overcrowding 

repairing health and safety hazards 

replacing aging 10ofs as needed 

improving school libraries 

Proposition BB wil! not increase taxes of residents in the Mello-Roos areas (CFDs). 

Residents of the Comr'1unity Facility Districts already pay special taxes for school facilities. 

Because ) 'OU are alread.y paying special taxes for school facilities, if Proposition BB 

------'------'' -l'P.~A~s~y'<ffi~ .~D tA:ti 'All-be- ~duced·~-~r-e-wm nG .i~se h=J !J'Oar Qv~rall-4ax bill. 

Passage '"'f Pl'oposition BB will also qualify our community to receive state matching funds 

that will reduce the cost of repairs to local taxpayers. Without passage of Proposition BB, 

these funds will go to other school district~~ -

On the reverse of this le~:tel' are some of lhe most frequently asked questions. lf you have 

need more information please contact my office al 619 691-5555. 

:;;;.~9-Y/Z-/ 
Ed Brand 
Superintendent of Schools 
Sw~clwater '-:Tnion High School District 

Max;miz;na,student aclriev~ment for South County 7th - 12th qraders and adult ~arners 

... -- ·- ·-----'---
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Frequently asked questions: 

I am currently paying Mello-Roos school taxes . If Proposition BB passes will I be 

assessed additional u.xes? 

NO. Your existing CFD taxes will be reduced to offset the cost of Proposition BB 

Will the schools in OIJr community be repaired? 

YES. All schools in the Sweetwater Union High School District will be repaired. Obvi

ously, older schools cmd schools with significant health and safety need~ will be re

paired first. Adult schools and the new middle school recenlly opened in 1999 will not 

be ~ffected. 

How is this bond measure different than the one that lost a few years ago? 

Following the narrow defeat of the earlier bond measure (it nxeived 62% but needed 

66.7%) the school district and community leaders re-evaluated all facility needs. Pri

orities were established and the new measure covers only the most critical need. Devel

oper fees have been used to provide new schools and additional classrooms. Addition

ally, because of the age of many of the schools in our community our schools qualify for 

state modemizalionfunds, all of which will help reduce the cost to local taxpayers. 

Didn't we just pass~~ bond measure to benefit schools? 

Two years ago voters approved Proposition .TJ for the Chula Vista Elementary School 

District. None of tJu: money from that measure can be used for middle schools, junior 

highs or high schoo/s in the Sweetwater Union High School District. 

What about Lottery money? 

By law, Lottery funds can only be used for instruction. Lottery funds cannot be used for 

facility repairs or construction of additional classrooms. · 

I don't have children in the schools, how does Proposition BB benctit me'? 

The value of homes in our community is affected by the quulily of schools. Research has 

shown that well ma1:mained and modernized schools increase property values. The 

quality of schools is the most important factor prospective buyers consider-when pur

chasing a new home. 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

October 10, 2000 

Ms. Norma A. Cazares 
President 
South Bay Forum 

Re: Hosting Debate 

Ms. Cazares: 

Facsimile: (619) 427-2247 

I am in receipt of your October 9, 2000 letter regarding South Bay Forum's (SBF) offer to 
host the public debate on Proposition BB, between Sweetwater Union High School District's 
(SWUHSD) Superintendent Ed Brand and myself. On behalf of the CCR, I want to thank you and 
the Forum for your offer, which I accept. Your suggested dates of either October 23rd or the 30th are 
fine with me. I would suggest and recommend (as per your request) on the input format and 
duration of the debate, the following: 

• A moderator from SBF. 

• 3-5 minute personal introduction and position at the beginning by SWUHSD Superintendent Ed 
Brand, and myself. 

• Questions on Prop. BB should be developed and submitted by SBF, SWUHSD Superintendent Ed 
Brand, and myself. 

• SBF moderator would present questions, and presenters would have 2-3 minute (per question) to 
respond. 

• 3-5 minute closing statement from Superintendent Ed Brand and myself. 

• Questions for SWUHSD Superintendent Ed Brand and myself from the public. SBF should set 
the time frame for the public. 

Hopefully the above will assist you in formulating an appropriate political format for the 
proposed public debate. I am also certain that the debate will provide vital facts and information on 
the pros and cons of the $187,000,000 Prop. BB, especially to the majority Chicano students/parents 
population and to the voters of the SWUHSD. 

I will wait for your response for details on the proposed debate. Again GRACIAS to you, and 
the South Bay Forum for offering to host the public debate on Prop. BB. 

CC. News Media 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East ThirdStreet • National City, Ca 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

October 11, 2000 
To: Starnews, 
Editor Marshall 
Re: Opinion article 

Proposition "BB" a $187,000,00 Boondoggle? 

By: Herman Baca, President 

Sweetwater Union High School District's (SWUHSD) campaign literature to district 

voters states that Prop. BB the ($187,000,000 bond measure) passage is necessary (the 

disti·ict in 1997 asked for $500,000,000) to renovate and rebuild the district's schools. 

Many in the community have questioned, how anyone in their right mind could be 

against good schools, especially when Mexican/ American parents and students 

comprise the majority of the district? 

The fact is that we agree, as seen by our efforts and struggles in the last 30 years to 

fight not only for good schools, but even more important for good education inside 

the schools. 

Unfortunately (as in 1997) we along with many others in the community were forced 

to and now continue to oppose Prop. BB for reasons that boil down to Superintendent 

Ed Brand and his "rubber stamp" Board of Trustees being less than honest, truthful 

or open with the district's voters, and for manipulating the voting process. In stating 

our opposition to Proposition BB, we raise the issue of why Superintendent Ed Brand 

and the Board of Trustees have failed to explain and continue to withhold the 

following issues from the district voters: 
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• Why after 2 years of planning, have no public hearings, community meetings or 

press conferences etc., (especially in the majority Mexican/ American community) 

ever been held to explain Proposition BB to the district's homeowners/taxpayers 

and voters? 

• Why voters from the Mello-Roos Districts (Eastlake, Rancho del Rey, and Long 

Canyon) who were not permitted by the District to vote (over 10,000 voters) in the 

$500,000,000 1997 school bond election, but are now conviently being allowed to 

vote on Prop. BB? 

• Why Superintendent Ed Brand is tampering and attempting to stack the deck of 

the vote for Prop. BB, by offering the affluent Mello-Roos district homeowners a 

"bribe" (by not having to pay taxes) to vote yes in order to procure the necessary 

2/3 majority vote required for passage? 

• Why Mello-Roos homeowners are going to receive a "rebate" from the district, by 

having taxes that were paid on the bond taken off their Mello-Roos taxes? Or as 

Superintendent Ed Brand is quoted "Proposition BB will not increase taxes of 

resident in the Mello-Roos (CFD'S)." And "your existing CFD taxes will be 

reduced to offset the cost of Prop. BB." 

• Why the poorest area homeowners of the district (National City, San Ysidro, 

Chula Vista, and Imperial Beach) are going to have to shoulder the burden by 

having to pay off the entire $187,000,000 Prop. BB bond for the next 25 years. 
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• Why Mello-Roos homeowners who will not pay one red cent on Prop. BB are 

going to receive $12,269,990 of taxes in a future designated Mello-Roos District 

paid by the poorest homeowners in the district for "land purchase and 

construction," of a new school in Otay Mesa? 

• Why haven't Mello-Roos homeowners (according to the Howard Jarvis Tax 

Association) been told the following, "Mello-Roos homeowners should be made 

aware that a scheme to maintain two tax payments on their property even if one is 

"rebated," probably violates either their right to be exempt from the current tax 

or their right to have the Mello-Toos tax sunsetted." "And in any event, it appears 

that passage of the new school bond would subject their property to two lien." 

• Why voters haven't been told that on top of the SWUHSD's $189,000,00 bond that 

Southwestern Jr. College is also floating a $89,000,000 bond, which will also be 

placed, on the district's homeowner's property tax? 

It should be clear that our opposition to Prop. BB as stated above, is not against the 

need to renovate and rebuild the district's schools infrastructure, which we 

understand, needs to be done sooner or later. Our opposition of Proposition BB is 

with the current corrupt campaign that has (in 1997) and is being carried out by 

Superintendent Ed Brand and the Board of Trustees. A campaign that has included 

"stonewalling." Withholding facts and information from voters. Tampering and 

attempts to stack and manipulating the vote by "bribing" Mello-Roos voters with 

"rebates" to vote yes. And unequal taxation that will have the poorest homeowner's 

of the district shoulder and pay for the entire $187,000,000 Prop. BB bond obligation. 

It is our position that the voter should have all of the facts to make up his or her mind 

to vote Yes or No on Proposition BB. 

On November 7, 2000 we urge you to vote No on Prop. BB! 



October 16, 2000 

Dear rv!r. Baca, 

South Bay Forum 
45 El Rancho Vista 

Chula Vista, CA. 91910 
( 619) 422-0432 

.. 

I received your fax accepting the offer for SBF to host a debate regarding Proposition BB, 
with your suggestions on the format. The debate will be held on Monday, October 23, 2000 
at the South Chula Vista Library on Orange Avenue at 6:30p.m. Superintendent Brand has 
verbally agreed to this as well. 

At this time, we are attempting to set a date fot a pre-meeting between the parties to 
formulate the format. I will notify you as soon as possible since I am working on having the 
meeting today or tomott•Jw. 

If you have any question:;, contact me at (619) 422-0432. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 0- [;'"'y 

Norma A. Cazares ( President 



FROM MRRC PROJECT FRX NO. 619 4272247 
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SOUTH BAY FORUM 
---------------------------····--... -.. . ... ____ _ 

PRESS RELEASE 

FoR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: OCTOBER '16, 2000 CONTACT: NORMA CAZARES 

(619) 422-0432 

SOUTH BAY FORUM MAKES ENDORSEMENTS 
INCLUDES POSITION ON PROP. E & F AND 

l!PCOMING DEBATE ON PROP. BB 

Chula Vil'tll, C4 ••. After holding two Candidate Forums at the Central Chula Vista Library for the public and 

its membership, South Bay Fomm has announced their endorsements of South County area candidates and 

propositions. 

From SBF's Candidate Forum o:1 October 5111
, the audience heard from the various School Board candidates 

who confirmed their attendance. The endorsements that evening went to Fernando Poveda for Seat 2 of the 

Chula Vista Elementary School District, with no endorsement on Seat 4; Cecilia Garcia-Kirk and Alma S. 

GFc1harn for National School District; Lui8 Figueroa and Emestine Jones for San Ysidro School District; 

Elvia Aguilar and Dee Me Lean for South Bay Union School District; and Pearl Quinones and I3ob Griego 

for Sweetwater Union High Schc.ol District_ 

The organization's President, Norma Cazares, also reported the results of the Candidate Forum held on 

October 1Oth . . The endorsements went to David Agosto for. Seat 3 and Mario Salazar for Seat l for the 

Southwestern College _Board of Trustees; Jerry Rindone for Chula Vista. City Council; AI Alvarado for 

National City Council; Todd Keegan for 77th State Assembly District; and to Jose Lopez for Division 4 of 

the Otay W~tter District 

Norma Cazares indicated that at •earlier meetings, South Bay 'Forum: invited Susan Davis and Brian 1311bray 

to present to the membership and public, endorsing Susan Davis for the 49th Congressional seat; and held a 

public forum joining Cilizens Agaim·J Brownfield by taking a position against the expansion of the 

Brownfield Airport. 

She further stated, "It is also vitally important that the voters of Chula Vista vote NO on Propositions .E & 

F ," regarding the issue of term limits. HChula Vista already has term limits, however these propositions are 

meant to confuse the voters by either eliminating term limits all together [Prop.E], or extending the term 

from the current two terms to thrc~e [Prop. F]. 

Another initiative South Bay Jc'CJrum plans to address at a public debate is Proposition BB, the Sweetwater 

Union H.S. District Bond Initiati·vc. Mrs. Cazares stated, "there has not been a publicized opportunity for the 

community to hear the issues regarding Proposition BB in order: to make an informed decision." The debate 

will be held Monday, October 23, 6:30p.m. at the South Chula Vista Library. 

South Bay Forum is a non-partisan, political action committee (PAC) organization. It is committed to 

addtcssing the educational, socioeconomic, and political needs of the Chicano/Latino community in the San 

Diego South Bay area while building coalitions with other communities. Their goals include developing, 

promoting, supporting, and/or en.dorsing candidates or entities that will meet those needs regardless of race, 

ethnicity, or political affiliation. 

/ 
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South Bay Forum 

TO: Herman Baca, Ed Brand, Rudy Ramirez 

FR: Norma Cazares 

RE: Suggestions for format of Propositon BB forum 

Date: October 17, 2000 

Following are suggestions for this event: 

I. Welcome by Norma Cazares, and introduction of Facilitator 

2. Process/rules explained by Facilitator, Rudy Ramirez (Time keeper will also be 
available) 

3. Each position given 10 minutes for statement. 

4. Questions (developed by input from both parties and SBF) are made. # of 
questions?? Deadline for submission of questions from both parties? Distribution 
of questions? 

5. Person responding to question has 2 minutes, while other party can give 1 minute 
rebuttal. 

6. Closing statement can be approx. 5 minutes. 

7. Questions from audience could be gathered on 3 X 5 cards and depending upon 
time, would be addressed. 
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From: N acazares@aol.com 
To: bcald@sdcoe.kl2.ca.us, gcorona@acusd.edu, joelara@sdcoe.k12.ca.us, 

rleyba@suhsd.k12.ca. us, 
bcald@sdcoe.k12.ca.us (Josie Calderon), DBardilla@aol.com, 
tonali@pacbell.net (Jose T. Bravo), Mateorc1@aol.com, 
bienes@pacbell.net (Clemente Casillas), Nacazares@aol.com, 
AHERREPD@co.san-diego.ca.us (Arturo Herrera), 
CHERRERA@starguidedigital.com (Carmen Herrera), 
vnunez@sdcda.org (Victor Nunez), 
aochoa@mail.sdsu.edu (Alberto Ochoa), 
opuentes@flasb.net (Olivia Puentes-Reynolds), LBOA@aol.com, 
dtalamantez@ucsd.edu (Delia Talamantez), 
ruzeta@innercitynet.org (Ray Uzeta), 
eyvalencia@home.com (Maria Valencia), lxn@cd4.sannet.gov, 
LO KA29@yahoo.com, freerubby@yahoo.com, josue _ 23@hotmail.com, 
EEGARCIAIII@hotmail.com, Tpunk43@hotmail.com, 
NENAXOXO@hotmail.com, AML107@hotmail.com, 
Hector_ Covarrubias@hotmail.com, oblivious_ cs@yahoo.com, 
eliapelayo@hotmail.com, alanis69@hotmail.com, 
zuyeiri@hotmail.com, Licon_ 2002@yahoo.com, 
BerkeleyBear69@yahoo.com, lrwise@hotmail.com, 
puts@hotmail.com, aarmenta@swc.cc.ca.us, 
alondra145@hotmail.com, oaibarra _ 211031 @yahoo. com, 
dogghouse26k@yahoo.com, olivarria_jose@hotmail.com, 
brady_ elena@hotmail.com, brambilaalex@hotmail.com, 
bluhr@hotmail.com, profez@home.com, esewell2001@yahoo.com, 
dfarias913@yahoo.com, mnava816@yahoo.com, siphol@yahoo.com, 
A53198@netzero.net, nadyameraz@hotmail.com, 
Rossana133@hotmail.com, lil-mari81 @quepasa.com, 
ricasa-bagaporo@usa.net, marysalas@juno.com, 
eadiaz@maacproject.org, ecardopw@co.san-diego.ca.us, 
roger@pacbell.net, jmorales@ucsd.edu, preciado@mail.sdsu.edu, 
SDArcMetal@aol.com, bfernand@mail.sandi.net, 
vargasassociados@yahoo.com, ASK4RIC@msn.com, 
emorgan@cvesd.k12.ca.us, hecyes@wans.net, mem _ ch@hotmail.com, 
Bilopez@hotmail.com, diana.arellano@mail.house.gov, 
IssaG@aol.com, j ose.Iopez@sdccc.org, nchavez1 @msn.com, 
L ibertad3 7 @aol.com, dramirez@swc.cc.ca. us, 
DRAMIRHR@co.san-diego.ca.us, EdB@missionfcu.org, 
Alncaz@aol.com, mariposalinda@hotmail.com, Nickels01 @aol.com, 
anzaldo@netzero.net, phil.garcia@ltg.ca.gov, 
mgaucin@weber.ucsd.edu, Gilbert.M.Gil@ssa.gov, 
yleyva@ucsd.edu, dianalopjohn@yahoo.com, 
gnieto@innercitynet.org, jnieto@mail.sdsu.edu, 
vnietoeo@cts.com, cq uin tan@cvesd.k12.ca. us, 
gramirez@biomail.ucsd.edu, rojas@mail.sdsu.edu, 
csanchez@novouchers2000.com, carmelital@earthlink.net, 
jsalazar@swc.cc.ca.us, libritos@earthlink.net, 
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johnchavez@email.com, jamartinez@maacproject.org, 
Terteach@aol.com, rmarin@iacnc.edu, 
edgardoreynoso@hotmail.com, alonsogo@hotmail.com, 
Mitchell.L. Thompson@bankofamerica.com, estarod@earthlink.net, 
portista99@yahoo.com, riosa@uci.edu, aztecprint@juno.com 

Date: Tue, 17 Oct 2000 00:50:49 EDT 
Subject: SBF-Debate on Prop BB 

South Bay Forum Members and Friends! 

We are hosting a debate on Proposition BB, the Sweetwater High School 
District $187 million dollar bond initiative. The parties will be SUHSD 
Superintendent Ed Brand in support, and Herman Baca, Chair of the 
Committee 
on Chicano Rights, with an opposing view. There has not been a 
publicized 
forum on this issue, so be there! 
It will be held: 

Monday, October 23, 2000 
South Chula Vista Library 
398 Orange Ave., Chula Vista 
6:30 p.m. in the Community Room 

Questions? Call Norma Cazares at (619) 422-0432. Also see attachment 
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From: John Chavez <johnchavez@email.com> 
To: N acazares@aol.com, aztecprint@juno.com 
Date: Wed, 18 Oct 2000 14:27:46 -0400 (EDT) 
Subject: RE: SBF-Debate on Prop BB- "The Hula in Chula" 

You've heard about the "Thrilla in Manila" and "The Rumble In The Jungle" 
-don't miss "THE HULA IN CHULA": 

Watch one or more of the participants dance around the real issues. 
Observe fancy footwork and slight of hand. Hear flowery words (maybe?). 
See the tangled tropical jungle of special interests. Answer the burning 
question: "Who get's the banana in this deal?". 
PLEASE COPY AND FORWARD: 

You too can attend a rare live performance by HerManito Baca and his new 
gig: The B 'n B Show (Baca and Brand). Amazing as it may seem, Sr. Baca 
is against something (Prop. BB in this case). 
Observe "RASQUACHISMO" at it's finest. You can join in the chant and 
cheer: "Horale, horale - dale chingazo, Senor Buey". Be there as the Raza 
Rumblers out-punch the Gabacho Gobermiento. 

As an added attraction the CCR Camaradas cheerleaders will be there in 
their new Spandex uniforms. Jerry Apodaca and Marc Baca will be on hand 
to autograph the new CCR Wh Y2K Calendars (yeah, so they're a little late 
for Y2K, what else is new?) available for a donation to CCR (cash only). 

WARNING: No cerveza, tequila or pulque allowed. However, .the SBF will 
have a food stand (EI Puesto Politico) where Penafiel, Agua Tehuacan 
(sorry no Evian or Perrier) and tacos de tripitas (sorry no caviar) are 
available for a donation of 1,000 pesos (M.N.) or SO cents to SBF members 
(membership applications available). 
=============================================================== 
South Bay Forum Members and Friends! 

We are hosting a debate on Proposition BB, the Sweetwater High School 
District $187 million dollar bond initiative. The parties will be SUHSD 
Superintendent Ed Brand in support, and Herman Baca, Chair of the 
Committee 
on Chicano Rights, with an opposing view. There has not been a 
publicized 
forum on this issue, so be there! 
It will be held: 

Monday, October 23, 2000 
South Chula Vista Library 
398 Orange Ave., Chula Vista 
6:30 p.m. in the Community Room 
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• MELLO - "RUSE" #1 -VOTERS IN THE MELLO-ROOS DISTRICTS WILL 
VOTE, AND WILL PAY THE BOND TAX IF PROP. BB IS APPROVED. SWUHSD 
WILL THEN REIMBURSE MELLO-ROOS HOMEOWNERS WITH A "REBATE" 
AND DEDUCT TAXES PAID ON PROP. BB FROM THEIR MELLO-ROOS 
HOMEOWNER'S TAXES! 

*IN ESSENCE, MELLO-RODS HOMEOWNERS WILL VOTE IN THE BOND 
ELECTION, BUT WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY OF THE FINANCIAL 
OBLIGATIONS OR LIABILITIES FOR PAYMENT OF THE BOND! HOMEOWNERS 
AND TAXPAYERS OF THE POOREST AREAS OF THE DISTRICT (NATIONAL 
CITY, SAN YSIDRO, CHULA VISTA, AND IMPERIAL BEACH) WILL HAVE TO PAY 
THE $187,000,000 BOND. 

• MELLO- "RUSE" #2 - SWUHSD, ASIDE FROM ALLOWING AFFLUENT 
MELLO-ROOS TAXPAYERS TO VOTE, GIVING THEM A "BRIBE" FOR 
VOTING YES, AND A TAX "REBATE" TO DEDUCT OFF THEIR TAXES, WILL 
GRANT (IF PROP. BB PASSES) A FUTURE DESIGNATED MELLO-ROOS 
DISTRICT (OTAY MESA), $12,269,990 OF BOND MONIES, FOR A NEW 
SCHOOL! 

Because of your stated position that there is a dire need to improve the districts' 
schools infrastructure, and based on the above information, a public debate (especially in 
the majority Mexican/American community) is in order. The public debate should be held 
at a neutral COMMUNITY site. This will give all district voters the opportunity to hear 
all the FACTS and the PRO and CON'S of Prop. BB. District homeowners, taxpayers and 
voters whom you are asking to approve, and pay for the $187,000,000 Prop. BB bond for 
the next 25 years deserve nothing less. 

For all of the above stated reasons: 

I CALL ON YOU, SUPERINTENDENT ED BRAND, TO ACCEPT MY 
CHALLENGE TO A PUBLIC DEBATE ON PROP BB! 

I will wait for your response (ASAP) to the above, before the November 7, 2000 
election, so the necessary arrangements for the proposed debate can be worked out. 

Herman Baca, President 

Cc. News Media 
Community Organizations 
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From: <AZTECPRINT@juno.com> 
To: alncaz@aol.com 
Date: Sun, 15 Oct 2000 12:13:12 -0700 
Subject: For your info. 

Alan: 
Mark your calendar. 

"RUMBLE IN THE JUNGLE" 
"THRILLA IN CHULA VISTA" 

Well maybe it ain't, Ali and Fraizer, but it's FREE! 

Public Debate: Between 

Herman Baca, Committee on Chicano Rights 
vs 
Superintendent Ed Brand, Sweetwater Union School District 

Issue: Proposition BB, the $187,000,000 Boondoggle 
Date:October 23, 2000 
Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Place: Chula Vista Library 

Sponsored by: South Bay Forum 
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Questions? Call Norma Cazares at (619) 422-0432. Also see attachment 

FREE! The World's Best Email Address @email.com 
Reserve your name now at http://www.email.com 
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FAILING TO INFORM MELLO-ROOS HOMEOWNERS (ACCORDING TO THE HOWARD 

JARVIS TAX ASSOCIATION) THAT "MELLO-ROOS HOMEOWNERS SHOULD BE MADE 

AWARE THAT A SCHEME TO MAINTAIN TWO TAX PAYMENTS ON THEIR PROPERTY EVEN 

IF ONE IS "REBATED," PROBABLY VIOLATES EITHER THEIR RIGHT TO BE EXEMPT FROM 

THE CURRENT TAX OR THEIR RIGHT TO HAVE THE MELLO-ROOS TAX SUNSETTED." AND 

IN ANY EVENT, "IT APPEARS THAT PASSAGE OF THE NEW SCHOOL BOND WOULD 

SUBJECT THEIR PROPERTY TO TWO LIEN." 

• NOT INFORMING VOTERS IN NATIONAL CITY, CHULA VISTA, IMPERIAL BEACH, SAN 

YSIDRO, AND BONITA THAT ON TOP OF THE SWUHSD'S $189,000,00 BOND, 

SOUTHWESTERN JR. COLLEGE IS ALSO ASKING VOTER APPROVAL OF A $89,000,000 

BOND, WHICH WILL ALSO BE PLACED ON THE DISTRICT'S HOMEOWNER'S PROPERTY 

TAX. 

IT SHOULD BE VERY CLEAR TO ALL BY THE ABOVE, THAT OUR OPPOSITION TO 

PROPOSITION BB IS NOT WITH GOOD SCHOOLS OR FIRST CLASS EDUCATION. OUR 

OPPOSITION IS WITH THE CORRUPT CAMPAIGN, WHICH IS CURRENTLY BEING CARRIED 

OUT BY THE SWUHSD. A CAMPAIGN THAT HAS INCLUDED, "STONEWALLING," 

WITHHOLDING OF FACTS AND INFORMATION FROM VOTERS, AND THE TAMPERING 

WITH THE VOTING PROCESS BY STACKING AND MANIPULATING THE YES VOTE BY 

"REBATING" (OR BRIBING) MELLO-ROOS VOTERS TO PROCURE THE 2/3 VOTE NEEDED. 

AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST, HAVING THE POOREST HOMEOWNER'S OF THE DISTRICT, 

SHOULDER THE FINANICAL RESPOSIBILITY (THAT SHOULD BE BORNE BY ALL OF THE 

TAXPAYERS), TO PAY FOR THE ENTIRE $187,000,000 PROP. BB BOND OBLIGATION. 

ON NOVEMBER 7, 2000 WE URGE A NEW VOTE ON PROP. BB 
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From: <AZTECPRINT@juno.com> 
To: Nacazares@aol.com 
Date: Fri, 20 Oct 2000 17:44:26 -0700 
Subject: Re: Questions 

Question for debate: 

1) Why are Mello-Roos Homeowners and taxpayers receiving a personal 
letter informing them that Proposition BB will not increase their taxes, 
and not cost then one red cent? 

2) On the other hand why haven't you mailed homeowners/taxpayers in 
National City, Chula Vista, San Ysidro, Imperial Beach informing them that 
they will shoulder and have to pay the entire $187,000,000 Prop. BB bond? 

3) Under what existing law(s) were Mello-Roos homeowners/taxpayers 
excluded from voting and paying the bond tax in 1997? 

4) Under what existing law(s) are the same Mello-Roos 
homeowners/taxpayers not being allowed to vote? 

5) Why is the SWUHSD deducting the taxes paid on Prop. BB by giving 
Mello-Roos homeowners/ taxpayers a rebate? 

6) Why ifMello-Roos homeowners/taxpayers are not paying one red cent of 
taxes are they going to receive $12,269,990 for purchase of land and 
construction of a new high school in Otay Mesa? 

7) Since the district cares so much and feels that Sweetwater High 
School, after being build 80 years ago, and not renovated for the last 51 
years and being the school in most dire shape, shouldn't the $12,269,990 
be spend on this school? 

8) Can you show us where in prop. BB is the legal language for the 
Mello-Roos homeowners/taxpayers rebate guarantee? 

9) How many public meetings, community meetings, press conferences have 
the district held to inform the voters about prop. BB. 

10) What is the district going to do about the problem in the inside of 
the new buildings (if Prop BB is approved) about the education needs of 
the majority Mexican-American student population? 

Herman 
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MAJORITY VOTE NEEDED FOR PASSAGE? 

WHY HAS SUPERINTENDENT ED BRAND WRITTEN A LETTER TO MELLO-ROOS PROPERTY 
HOMEOWNERS STATING, PROPOSITION BB WILL NOT INCREASE TAXES OF 
RESIDENT IN THE MELLO-ROOS (CFD'S)." AND "YOUR EXISTING CFD TAXES WILL BE 

REDUCED TO OFFSET THE COST OF PROP. BB"; BUT HAS FAILED TO WRITE A 
SIMILAR 
LETTER TO HOMEOWNERS OF THE POORER AREA'S OF THE DISTRICT (NATIONAL CITY, 
SAN 
YSIDRO, CHULA VISTA, AND IMPERIAL BEACH) TO INFORM THEM OF THE FACT THAT 
THEY 
WILL HAVE TO SHOULDER THE COMPLETE BURDEN AND PAY THE ENTIRE 
$187 MILLION PROP. BB? 

WHY WILL MELLO-ROOS HOMEOWNERS-- WHO WILL PAY NOT ONE RED CENT ON PROP. 
BB 
--RECEIVE $12,269,990 OF PROP. BB TAXES IN A FUTURE DESIGNATED 
MELLO-ROOS 
DISTRICT (PAID BY THE POOREST HOMEOWNERS OF THE DISTRICT) OF 
OTAY MESA FOR "LAND PURCHASE AND CONSTRUCTION," FOR A NEW TECH HIGH 
SCHOOL? 

WHY IS THE PROPOSED MELLO-ROOS "REBATE" NOT IN THE LEGAL LANGUAGE OF 
PROPOSITION BB? 

WHY HAS THE DISTRICT FAILED TO INFORM MELLO-ROOS HOMEOWNERS (ACCORDING TO 
THE 
HOWARD JARVIS TAX ASSOCIATION) THAT "MELLO-ROOS HOMEOWNERS SHOULD 
BE MADE AWARE THAT A SCHEME TO MAINTAIN TWO TAX PAYMENTS ON THEIR 
PROPERTY 
EVEN IF ONE IS "REBATED," PROBABLY VIOLATES EITHER THEIR RIGHT TO BE 
EXEMPT 
FROM THE CURRENT TAX OR THEIR RIGHT TO HAVE THE MELLO-TOOS TAX 
SUNSETTED." 
"AND IN ANY EVENT, IT APPEARS THAT PASSAGE OF THE NEW SCHOOL BOND WOULD 
SUBJECT THEIR PROPERTY TO TWO LIENS." 

(3) 

WHY HAVEN'T VOTERS BEEN INFORMED THAT ON TOP OF THE SWUHSD'S $189 MILLION 

BOND, SOUTHWESTERN JR. COLLEGE IS ALSO ASKING VOTER APPROVAL OF A $89 
MILLION 
BOND, WHICH WOULD BE PLACED ON THE DISTRICT'S 
HOMEOWNER'S PROPERTY TAX? 

IT SHOULD BE CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THAT OUR ORGANIZATION'S OPPOSITION TO 
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PROPOSITION BB IS FOR THE ABOVE STATED REASON'S. WE ARE NOT AGAINST THE 
NEED 
TO RENOVATE AND REBUILD SCHOOLS LIKE SWEETWATER AND OTHER DISTRICT 
SCHOOLS 
IN NEED. FOR 30 YEARS, OUR ORGANIZATION HAS STRUGGLED FOR GOOD SCHOOLS 
AND 
FOR QUALITY EDUCATION WHICH HAS LONG BEEN DENIED TO THE MAJORITY MEXICAN 

AMERICAN STUDENT-- WHICH CONTINUE TO BE DENIED EVEN TODAY. 

THE FACT THAT SCHOOLS IN THE SWUHSD ARE IN NEED OF REPAIR AND THE CRIES 
OF 
CONCERN AND TRIBULATION ABOUT THE STATE OF THE SCHOOLS FROM SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATORS, TRUSTEES, POLITICANS AND THE MEDIA SEEMS TO BE HEARD ONLY 

WHEN MONEY IS INVOLVED. BY YOUR OWN AND THE DISTRICTS ADMISSIONS, 
SWEETWATER 
HIGH SCHOOL (WHICH I GRADUATED FROM IN 1961) HAS 
NOT BEEN SHAMEFULLY RENOVATED SINCE 1951, (FORTY-NINE GRADUATING 
CLASSSES) 
49 YEARS AGO. IN OTHER WORDS, THE REASON FOR THE SCHOOL BEING 
RENOVATED IN 1951, WAS BECAUSE IT WAS THEN A MAJORITY ANGLO SCHOOL. AND 
THE 
REASON FOR IT NOT BEING RENOVATED FOR 49 YEARS, IS BECAUSE IT IS NOW A 
PREDOMINATLY MEXICAN-AMERICAN SCHOOL, LIKE NATIONAL CITY AND GRANGER JR. 
HIGHS THAT ARE JUST AS BAD IF NOT WORSEOFF! ONE HAS TO ASK WHERE WERE 
YOURS, 
AND ALL OF THE VOICES OF CONCERN AND URGENCY FOR THE LAST 49 YEARS? HOW 
MANY 
SCHOOL BONDS HAVE NOT PASSED. HOW MANY NEW SCHOOLS COULD HAVE BEEN BUILT 
IN 
THE LAST 49 YEARS? YET DURING THAT PERIOD SCHOOLS LIKE 
SWEETWATER HAVE RECEIVED LITTLE OR NOTHING. RECENTLY, SUPERINTENDENT 

BRAND 
RECEIVED A 16 PERCENT RAISE, THE TEACHERS 12 PERCENT. AND NOT ONE WORD 
WAS 
HEARD REJECTING THE RAISES, SO THAT THE 80-YEAR SWEETWATER SCHOOL COULD 
BE 
RENOVATED AND REBUILT FOR THE STUDENTS. 

(4) 

SO IT SHOULD BE CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THAT OUR OPPOSITION OF PROPOSITION BB 
IS 
NOT AGAINST GOOD SCHOOLS OR A FIRST -CLASS EDUCATION, BUT RATHER WITH THE 
CORRUPT CAMPAIGN CURRENTLY BEING CARRIED BY THE SWUHSD. A CAMPAIGN THAT 
INCLUDES, "STONEWALLING," BY WITHHOLDING FACTS AND INFORMATION FROM 
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VOTERS. 
TAMPERING, STACKING AND MANIPULATING THE VOTE PROCESS BY "BRIBING" 
MELLO-ROOS VOTERS WITH "REBATES" (OR BRIBES) TO VOTE YES, TO PROCURE THE 
2/3 
VOTE NEEDED, AND THE UNEQUAL TAXATION THAT WILL HAVE THE POOREST 
HOMEOWNERS 
OF THE DISTRICT SHOULDERING AND PAYING FOR THE ENTIRE $187 MILLION PROP. 
BB 
BOND OBLIGATION. 

THIS NOVEMBER 7, 2000 WE URGE A NO VOTE ON PROP. BB 
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• Why Mello-Roos homeowners who will n'-!t pay one red cent on Prop. BB are 

going to receive $12,269,990 of taxes in a future designated Mello-Roos District 

paid by the poorest homeowners in the district for "land purchase and 

construction," of a new school in Otay Mesa? 

• Why haven't Mello-Roos homeowners (according to the Howard Jarvis Tax 

Association) been told the following, "Mello-Roos homeowners should be made 

aware that a scheme to maintain two tax payments on their property even if one is 

"rebated," probably violates either their right to be exempt from the current tax 

or their right to have the Mello-Toos tax sunsetted." "And in any event, it appears 

that passage of the new school bond would subject their property to two lien." 

• Why voters haven't been told that on top of the SWUHSD's $189,000,00 bond that 

Southwestern Jr. College is also floating a $89,000,000 bond, which will also be 

placed, on the district's homeowner's property tax? 

JJ It should be clear that our opposition to Prop. BB as stated above, is not against the 

need to renovate and rebuild the district's schools infrastructure, which we 
~ '--)f)'=:C lq<.'-'-1 .• • .., -Tttt:- '"T)O~.,- ilEf 

understand, needs to be done sooner or late~ur opposition of Proposition BB is 

with the current corrupt campaign that has (in 1997) and is being carried out by 

Superintendent Ed Brand and the Board of Trustees. A campaign that has included 
s.e:t:; U-t"tV2- ~ ""--G:::.L.LV- 0=M 

"stonewalling." Withholding facts and informa~ voters. Tampering and 

attempts to stack and manipulating the vote by "bribing" Mello-Roos voters with 

"rebates" to vote yes. And unequal taxation that will have the poorest homeowner's ( rz:hc. 

of the district shoulder and pay for the entire $187,000,000 Prop. BB bond obligation. 
1lf. tl v 

It is our position that the voter should have all of the facts to make up his or her mind 

to vote Yes or No on Proposition BB. 

On November 7, 2000 we urge you to vote No on Prop. BB! 



Program 

6:30-6:40 

South Bay Forum 

Proposition BB Public Debate 
Monday, October 23, 2000 

I. Welcome and introductions of Brand, Baca, and Moderator Ramirez (Norma 
Cazares) 

II. Explanation of format & rules (Rudy Ramirez) 

6:40-7:00 
III. Begin debate (Rudy) 10 minutes each position for opening statement 

7:00-7:20 
IV. 3 questions each from Moderator with opportunity for rebuttal 

7:20-7:30 
V. Closing statement from each party 

7:30-7:45 
VI. Questions from Audience (from 3x5 cards) 

7:45 
VII. Closing (Norma) 

Format & Rules 

1. Baca & Brand will each have 10 minutes for an opening statement (based on an 
earlier coin toss, Baca will go first). Timekeeper will monitor. 

2. A total of6 questions, 3 questions each, will be asked ofBaca & Brand (questions 
previously submitted by the parties.) Two (2) minutes for the responding party 
and 1 minute for rebuttal will be given for each question. 

3. Closing statements will be five (5) minutes each (Baca will go.) 

4. As time allows, questions from the audience will be addressed. The questions 
will be gathered on 3x5 cards. We ask the person to indicate whether they are: (1) 
in support of or opposed to Proposition BB and, (2) the party they are directing 
the questions to (Baca or Brand.) The questions will be evenly asked and directed 
to each party by the Moderator. 



Questions submitted 

From Mr. Baca: 
1. Mello-Roos homeowners received a personal letter informing them that Prop BB 

will not increase their taxes. On the other hand, why hasn't a letter been mailed to 
homeowners/taxpayers in National City, Chula Vista, San Ysidro, and Imperial 
Beach, informing them that they will shoulder the entire $187 million Prop BB 
bond? 

2. In the District's 1997 bond tax attempt, under some unknown law, Mello-Roos 
homeowners were excluded from voting and paying the bond tax. Under what 
existing law, are the same Mello-Roos homeowners/taxpayers now being allowed 
to vote? 

3. Under Prop BB, SUHSD will deduct the taxes paid on Prop BB by giving Mello
Roos homeowners/taxpayers a rebate. Since these homeowners will not be 
paying one red cent of taxes, why is that area receiving $12,268,990 for purchase 
of land and construction of a new high school in Otay Mesa? 

4. Since the district cares so much and feels that Sweetwater High School, after 
being built 80 years ago and not renovated for the last 51 years, and being the 
school in the most dire need, why shouldn't the over $12 million be also spent on 
that school? 

From Mr. Brand: 
1. Which Sweetwater schools have you visited, and what was your impression of the 

facilities? j ./' -? , ..,-, , 11 ~ ~ -r\.1<'-- IM L Z....• J I' 6 -z -r ~·:> t"""l r . _r'-, 

2. Today's reality is that public bond measures are the only funding source for 
making the major repairs our schools need. Maybe our state legislators will come 
up with a better political alternative five or ten years down the road. In the 
meantime, what do you propose for helping our nearly 36,000 students now? 

~.v- z.- l rc:: a 1 ~ , -'l "' f-"7 

3. (.iJJ:-{--r I ) ~'L) What do you say to Sweetwater parents who are demanding better school 
facilities for their children-especially those families in National City where the 
schools are among the oldest in the district? "'-~ ~ !.h VJ '-1 .... --'L: e i-hc....r>U-, 

4. Some of our strongest support has come from Latino parents and community 
members- polls show that approximately 80% of Latino voters favor the bond. 
On what basis do you disagree with their support? 

5. Which bond measures, if any are you supporting? 

G!2-· 



Sweetwater Union High School District 

PROPOSITION BB - SAVE OUR SCHOOLS 

The Sweetwater Union High School District Board ofTrustees has placed a $187 million 

Capital Bond Issue on the November ballot. The District seeks voter approval to provide 

the necessary funding to complete the District's Facilities Improvement Plan that was 

completed in July 2000. 

The Sweetwater District is the largest high school district in the State of California. It 

serves all of the South Bay including National City, Chula Vista, Bonita, Imperial Beach 

and San Ysidro. The Sweetwater District's annual enrollment is approximately 75,000 

students: 34,000 students grades 7-12 and some 41,000 in adult education. 

Issues Related to the Proposition BB 

Didn't the District recently pass a bond? NO! 

• Chula Vista, South Bay, and San Ysidro elementary districts have received voter 
approval on capital bond issues within the past three years. 

• Sweetwater Union High School District's request narrowly missed voter approval 
in 1997. 

What is this bond going to cost individual property owners? 

• Property owners will pay an annual increase of $27 per $100,000 of assessed 
value. The assessed value is different and usually less than the market value. 

• If your home were assessed at $200,000, your annual tax bill would be increased 
by $54. 

• That is an increase of$4.50 per month or a $1.13 per week. 
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What about Mello Roos? 

• Mello Roos taxes will be offset by the cost of the bond tax increase. Therefore, 
there is NO net increase in taxes to homeowners who pay Mello Roos. 

What about State Lottery Money? 

• By law, State Lottery Funds must go directly to classroom instruction and 
teaching materials. 

• The State Lottery supplements the general fund. However, this amounts to only 1 
or 2 percent ofthe District's budget. 

Why is the Bond Initiative needed? 

• The average age of District schools (excluding Rancho Del Rey Middle built this 
past year) is 44 years. 

• This past year, District maintenance crews responded to 10,000 work and repair 
requests. Patchwork repair of old roofs, electrical systems, plumbing, heating, 
windows, labs, and bathroom facilities contributes to the increasing number of 
work orders and general run-down condition of the schools. 

• Increased enrollment has required schools to use every classroom all periods of 
the day. Schools built for 1,600 students are housing in excess of 2,000 students. 

• Many classrooms are inadequate to provide classroom instruction with new 
technologies. 

How did the schools get into such bad shape? 

• The District spends approximately 3 percent of its annual budget on facility 
upkeep and repair. (This is an average amount for districts throughout the State.) 
However, this does not provide for major renovation and, as a consequence, all 
schools are in need of modernization. 
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Will the Bond help build new schools? YES! 

• $12.5 million will be used to purchase the land and construct Otay Mesa High 

School. The State will provide 50 percent matching funds for this construction. 

• $1.6 million will be used to construct a new Adult Education Facility at 

Montgomery High School. 

Will the Bond support all District schools? YES! 

• The District Facilities Improvement Plan has assigned the following dollar 

amounts (rounded up) to District schools: 

HIGH SCHOOLS 

Bonita Vista 
Castle Park 
Chula Vista 
EastLake 
Hilltop 
Mar Vista 
Montgomery 
Palomar 
Southwest 
Sweetwater 

Total High Schools 

$ 9.5 million 
$ 9.7 million 
$12.7 million 
$ .7 million 
$11.5 million 
$12.7 million
$ 9.3 million 
$ 1.3 million 
$ 8.1 million 
$16.6 million -

$91.6 million 

MIDDLE/JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS 

Bonita Vista 
Castle Park 
Chula Vista 
Granger 
Hilltop 
Mar Vista 
Montgomery 
National City 
Southwest 

Total Middle/Junior 
High Schools 

$ 8.2 million 
$ 7.3 million 
$ 9.3 million 
$ 7.5 million 
$ 7. 7 million 
$ 7. 7 million 
$ 8.3 million 
$ 9. 6 million 
$ 9.8 million 

$75.6 million 
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NEW CONSTRUCTION 

Otay Mesa High School- Land and Construction 
Requires 50 percent local funding 

ADULT EDUCATION 

New Adult School at Montgomery High School 

TEMPORARY CLASSROOM HOUSING 

Temporary classrooms for use during modernization 

TOTAL OF ALL IMPROVEMENTS 

$12.3 million 

$ 1.6 million 

$ 5.9 million 

$187 MILLION 

What is the Time Frame for the Improvement Plan? 

• Work will begin following voter approval, sale ofbonds, and generation of 

contracts, probably 2 to 3 months after the November election. 

Will any of the Bond money go to District employee salaries, benefits, 
etc.? NO! 

• By law, money raised from a Bond measure may not be spent on salaries or 

benefits. 

What accountability measures will be in place to assure that the Bond 
monies are spent as proposed? 

• The Sweetwater Board ofTrustees will appoint an Independent Citizens' 

Oversight Committee to monitor and audit expenditure of Bond funds. 

• The Oversight Committee (9 members) will be selected with expertise in 

construction, procurement, finance, and auditing as follows: 

San Diego County Taxpayers' Association- 1 member 
Association of General Contractors - 1 member 
Developer Representatives - 3 members 
Parents and District Representatives At Large - 4 members 
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How can you help? 

• Phone banking 

• Precinct walking 

• Sign posting 

• Talk to neighbors and friends 

• Call Proposition BB Campaign Headquarters to volunteer, ( 619) 4 72-7270 

*********** 
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Nora Hanson 
Sweetwater Committee for Quality Education 
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Dear Parents and Neighbors, \._ __, .. 

My name is Nora Hanson. I am a parent of a Bonita Vista High School student and I have been an active 
member of the council of PTA's for the schools in the Sweetwater Union High School District for the past 3 
years. I am writing to you today about an issue of critical importance for our schools and our community. 

As you are probably aware, many of our middle schools and high schools are severely overcrowded. In 
addition, many of our schools are old and need significant renovations. 

As a parent, I knew something more had to be done. That's why I agreed to work with members of our 
community and school staff to assess our schools' needs and to develop a plan to fix our schools and 
relieve overcrowding. 

For nearly two years, members of our facilities study team have spent hundreds of hours evaluating our 
school facilities. What we found was shocking. The majority of our schools are old, ranging from 30 to 80 
years old. They suffer from deteriorating buildings and roofs, failing plumbing and sewer systems, outdated 
and inefficient heating and ventilation units, and inadequate, unsafe electrical systems. In addition, careful 
inspection of these facilities revealed extensive damage from termites and dry rot. Removal of hazardous 
materials, seismic retrofitting, and upgrades to fire alarms and emergency communication systems must be 
made to keep schools safe. 

We have all witnessed firsthand the dramatic growth in the communities served by the Sweetwater Union 
High School District. Many of our schools are crowded with dozens of portable classrooms. In some cases, 
the number of portables equals or exceeds the permanent classrooms. Unfortunately, there are not enough 
restrooms, science labs, or library facilities to meet student needs. 

Our work has been to develop a frugal, cost-conscious, and equitable plan to provide adequate, safe class
rooms for students in our district. We will be making our final recommendations to the Board of Trustees 
soon. The facilities plan and our recommendations will also be available to the members of our community. 
If you are interested in receiving a copy of the facilities plan, please contact Andy Campbell at 
619-691-5553. I hope you will take an active role in reviewing our work. I believe you will find a plan that 
deserves - and needs - your support. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Nora Hanson 

'-' 
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Eclwarcl M Brand, Ed. D. 

Superintttndenf 

--'----

Notice to Property Owners 

Within the Sweetwater Union High School District 

Co1nrnunity Facilities Districts 

(1\tlello-Roos) 

Dear P.rop~rty Owm-:r. 

AS you may be riware, Vt)[er~ wirhin [he Svv·eetwr~tcr t.-nion Higb S<.:!li)OI O !strJct are scheJ-

uled to vol~-fn Propo<;'itT.~~; BB- th~ No~:~·iriiier . Proposi{Toll-BEf i~· a . bondrnea.~:ua:~lh~tLWill " ·-·-- -

pro,·icte funds to r~pair and r~nonil~ rtliddle schoob, junior high$ and high schools rn r.he 

Swl!t:.Lwatcr Unltied Sch)ol District. 

The~e reno\·ations include. 

renovating 40 -60 ye~r olJ classrooms 

upgrading outdatd elecrrical and plumbing systems 

replacing ventilali(,[) and heating systems 

adding addltion<.ti < -.~~.;rc~om~ and science labs to relieve Overcrowding 

·repairing health and safety hazard~ 

replacing aging !oofs as needed 

impmving school libraries 

Prc~~msition HB wil! nmim·r~~tw taxes of' residents in the :Vlello-Roos urcu~ (CFDs). 

Residents of tht~ Comrllun ity Fadlity Districts already pay special taxes for :School facilities . · 

. . . . 

Because you are alreac y pa)·ii1g special taxes for school t'acilitic.s, if Proposition RR 

-~see;-)'<.+tt~ :-:'D tar.o \i'UI-~e- reduced ~-tlwr-~wm no i•~as~ in yO\&F ovwra.l-1-ta~ bm, 
. . 

Pus::.ugc ···t; Proposit ion BB will also qualify our community to rc:ccivc ~(i.ltt' mat~hing flmds 

that w i!! rcd~JCe th~ C\')St of r~pai rs to h"'c<ll taxpayers . \\' ithout pn ... s:.tg ~ of Prup0~ition BB, 

these funds will g,:, to. olher ~chooll1istricr ~· . · 

. On the reverse o f (bis k:ter are :'\ ~1me of the mu~t frcqu~nll>· asked qu~~tions. lf yo~i have 

need more infcJ rmation pka:;e contact my ofllct al 619 69 1-5555. · 

Since-rdy, · · . / 

~L/97~~-1 
Ed Brand . 

Superintendent nf Schooh 

Swt:",etwat~r Union High Schr:lol Di!ltri ..:.· t 
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HermanBaca 
President 

HOWARD JARVIS 
TAXPAYERS 

ASSOCIATION 

Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street 
National City, CA 91950 

Re: Sweetwater Union H.S. Dist. Bond Election 

Dear Mr. Baca, 

,• 

.. ,1 · 

HOWARD JARVIS, Founder (1903-1986) 

ESTELLE JARVIS, Honorary Chairwoman 

JON COUPAL, President 

TREVOR GRIMM, General Counsel 

TIMOTHY BITn.E, Director of Legal Affairs 

September 28, 2000 

Thank you for your letter and the materials that accompanied it. I have reviewed the matter and · 

these are my observations. · · 

First, there is a . discrepancy. between your description of the situation and the way it was reported. 

in the newspaper article you enclosed. According to the August 21,.2000, San Diego Union 

article~ "Property· owners who already pay Mello-Roos taxes for new schools ... would be exempt 

from paying for the bond cmdwill not he eligible to vote." According to your letter, however, the 

Mello Roos homeowners will vote, and will pay for the bond, but will receive an equivalent 

deduction from their Mello-Roos taxes to compensate them for the new school bond. 

Assuming your description is correct, this approach may run afoul ofthe Mello Roos Law. 

Government Code§ 53313 .4 provides that Mello Roos homeowners are exempt from any levy 

for school construction that is imposed after, but within 10 years of, the issuance oftheir Mello 

Roos bonds. 

Another issue involves Section 53330.5, which states that the Mello Roos tax "may be levied only 

so long as it is needed to pay the principal and interest on debt incurred in order to construct 

facilities under authority of this chapter." If the homeowners are entitled to rebates of their Mello 

Roos taxes because the new school bond tax has taken over the repayment obligations of the 

Mello Roos district, then the Mello Roos taxes can no longer be legally collected. 

Fin~lly, unless there has been full disclosure, the bond underwriters and investors may be harmed 

if parcels lying within the Mello Roos districts have been counted as lienable, taxable properties 

securing the repayment of both the ·Mello Roos bonds and the new school bonds, when in fact 

· {be'cause· of the rebate) they will not be obligated to both. · · · · · · · '· · -. . 

Mello Roos homeowners should be made aware that a scheme to maintain two tax payments on 

SACRAMENTO OFFICE: 92111th Street, Suite 1201, Sacramento, CA 95814 

LOS ANGELES OFFICE: 621 South Wesbnoreland Avenue, Suite 202, Los Angeles, CA 900()5..3971 
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their property, even if one is "rebated," probably violates either their right to be exempt from the 

current tax or their right to have the Mello Roos tax sunsetted. And in any event, it appears that 

passage of the new school bonds would subject their property to two liens. 

I hope this information is helpful. 

· . 

. ~ I. ' 

(l:~,~ 
Timothy A. Bittle 
Director of Legal Affairs 
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CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

November 2, 2000 

State Attorney General's Office 
Bill Lockyer 
P.O. Box 944255 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2550 

Attorney General Lockyer: 

Facsimile: (916) 974-8880 

An investigation by your office into election code violations by the Sweetwater Union High 
School District (SWUHSD) is hereby requested by our organization on the following legal issues: 

1. "Stonewalling" and failure (see atth. A) by the SWUHSD to provide requested public 
information on the public issue of Proposition "BB." 

2. Violation (see atth. B) by SWUHSD Superintendent Ed Brand of SB 82 "which make it a 
misdemeanor or felony punishable as specified to use school district or community college 
district funds, services, supplies, or equipment for the purpose of urging the support or defeat of 

any ballot measure or candidate, etc." 

3. Violations by a full time employee of the SWUHSD (Mr. Jorge Dominquez) who has received 
$8,750.00 as a paid "political consultant" (see atth. C) of SB 82 (above) and Section 7054 ofthe 

Education Code which " prohibits the use of school district funds, services, supplies or 
equipment to urge the support or defeat of any ballot measure or candidate and provides that 
violation of that section is a misdemeanor or felony punishable by imprisonment or a fine." 

Your immediate attention to the above will be greatly appreciated. For further information 

feel free to contact us at the above number. 

cir~ 
Herman Baca, President 

Cc. News Media 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

November 2, 2000 

Facsimile: (916) 974-8880 
First Amendment Coalition: 

An investigation by your office into election code violations by the Sweetwater Union High 
School District (SWUHSD) is hereby requested by our organization on the following legal issues: 

1. "Stonewalling" and failure (see atth. A) by the SWUHSD to provide requested public 
information on the public issue of Proposition "BB." 

2. Violation (see atth. B) by SWUHSD Superintendent Ed Brand of SB 82 "which make it a 
misdemeanor or felony punishable as specified to use school district or community college 
district funds, services, supplies, or equipment for the purpose of urging the support or defeat of 
any ballot measure or candidate, etc." 

3. Violations by a full time employee of the SWUHSD (Mr. Jorge Dominquez) who has received 
$8,750.00 as a paid "political consultant" (see atth. C) of SB 82 (above) and Section 7054 of the 
Education Code which " prohibits the use of school district funds, services, supplies or 
equipment to urge the support or defeat of any ballot measure or candidate and provides that 
violation of that section is a misdemeanor or felony punishable by imprisonment or a fine." 

Your immediate attention to the above will be greatly appreciated. For further information 
feel free to contact us at the above number. 

Herman Baca, President 

Cc. News Media 
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CCR ;.,_ 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

September 13, 2000 

Ms. Judy May 
Legal Counsel 
Sweetwater Union High School District 

Ms. May: 

Facsimile: (619) 427-2726 

As per our conversation, this correspondence is to procure from your office 

Sweetwater Union High School District's official legal position on the following matters: 

1. In 1997 the Mello-Roos Districts were completely excluded from voting and from 

paying the bond tax. What is the official status of the Mello-Roos districts in the 

November, 2000 Prop. BB election? 

2. $12,269,990 is being earmarked for New Construction SWUHSD FACILITIES 

IMPROVEMENT PLAN for "land purchase and construction." Is this area going to be 

designated in the near future a Mello-Roos District? 

3. In 1997 (as per item 1) Mello-Roos Districts were completely excluded from voting. In 

the upcoming November 2000 election Mello-Roos Districts are not excluded and will be 

allowed to vote. Under what existing law(s) were voters excluded in 1997, and are now 

being allowed to vote in the November 2000 election? 

4. How are district employees (specifically Superintendent Ed Brand and District liaison 

for Proposition BB Mr. Jorge Dominquez) who are politically active proponent of 

passing the measure in compliance with section 7054 of the Education Code? 

Section 7054 of the Education Code prohibits the use of school district funds, services, 

supplies or equipment to urKe the support or defeat of any ballot measure or candidate 

and provides that violation of that section is a misdemeanor or felony punishable by 

imprisonment or a fine. 

Your immediate respond to the above will be greatly appreciated. Thank you in 

· advance. 

~jrely 

\f.'\~ .. ~ 
Cc. Attorney Daniel Marshall 

News Media 
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:SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

(1ff1ce of tne Superintendent • 1130 Fi!itl Avenu~ • Ghu1a vi:;t;,, C•Mvrnia ')HI, 1 ·2r:l~o 

(ti I~·) 6~J1-5555 • FAX (G 19) 4~8- 1997 • t~-ma,r : r:oward t:rdr.IJ~:.ull:.J.Io. 1 ~.~,.._ . 1,s 

Edward M Brand, Ea. D. 

Superlnt•nd~nt 

Notice to Property Ownea·s 

Within the Sweetwater Union High School District 

Co1nrnunity FacUlties Districts 

(l\lello-Roos) 

D~ar Prop~rty Owner. 

/ 

AS you may be aware, Vl)[en. wirhin [he Sweetwater L"nion High Sch .. )ol O !strict are st·h~c'· 

- . . .-J-. . .. - . . - · . • . - . - . - . .. . .. • •.• · - - - -- • . - . • • • . • • -

uled ro vole in Propoc;iti, m BB ~his Novculher. Proposition BB i~ a bond mea!'un: thal will 

pro \'ide: funds to repair and renovate: middle schoob, junior tughs and high sd10oh. in th~ 

sw~~lW<.\ler Unltied S<;h:lol District. . 

The'ie renovations inclu\le. 

t·enovating 40 -60 ye"!' olJ clas~room!) 

upgrading outdate;l electrical and plLlmbing sysreml> 

replacing ventilalivn and heating sysrcms 

adding additional< · <lil.in.)oms and science labs to rl!lieve o"cr...:rowding 

·repairing health and saf~l> hazard~ 

replu~ing aging !oofs as needed 

i~r~pmving schocl libraries 

Prc~pusition · HB wll~ nOL bl{·re:ts~ ta~es of' residents in the :Vlello-Roos ~n:a.s (CFDs). 

Residents of Lhe ComPllll1ity Fat:ility o:stricts alre4tdy pay special taxe.o; for school facilities . . 

Because you are alrea(J pa)·ing special taxes for school facilities, if Pro()osition RR 

pa,HB-, , .Uttf"'"( :;on ta~ '~~reduced ~-tlwre-w-tll no i•~~ in yo~.&F o>·v-raU"-a"" e•n. 

Pus~ugc nf Proposition BB will also qualify our community to r~ccivc $late mat\.:hin~ fund~ 

that wi!1 reduce the c.">st of repairs to Inca! taxp£ty~rs. Without pa .. ~s~t£~ of Pr(•pCI~iri~">n BB, 

the~e funds will gc; tO.()! her !o,Chool ~1is.trict~~- · 

On th~ reverse of t.his ic·:tcr are :\orne of the rno~t frcq •. u~nt.l>· asked questions. lf yo~i have 

· need more infc>rmation pk~e contact my oflice al619 691·5555. · · 

Ed Bmnd . 
Superintendenr nf Schom:-. 

.Sw.r,ch~·ate,· Union High School District 
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Schedule E 
(Continuation Sheet) 
Payments Made 

NAME OF FilER S'Mee t\'1ater Committee for Quality Hducali on 

Statement covers period 

hom 07/01/2000 

through 09/30/2000 

SCHEDULE E (CONT.) 

CALifOJt'\1,\ 460 
Hlnl\1 

Page 6of 9 

J.D. NUMBER 

990810 

CODES: If one of !tle following codes accurately describes tile payment, you may enter I he code. Othe1wise, descnbe the payment. 

CMP campaign paraphernalia/misc. OFC olfroe exper~ses AFD retumed oorrlribu1ions 

CNS campaign consultants PET pe1ilioo ~lrculaling SAL camr 1ign v1orkers !al3fies 

CTB contrlbU1Ion {explain nonmDfH!Itary)• PHO phone banks TEL t.v. or cabli! airtime end production oosts 

eve civic donllllolll POL porllnll and survey reseBJch TRC candidate travel, lodging and meals {expraln) 

FNO lundraislng events POS pOIStage, delivery and m&S3engl!r s~ TRS staH{spouse travel, lodging and meals (expf'aln) 

... ,_ i.n.: .. ~,,w..,,,; ~A..,..,.,Jiiu•t:~~ :u . ..,IJUi i.i••'1liuJ¥U::.i••v uii1~:. i~~IJr•inj-: r=nv pr<li=sionai :servioas \it:!Jilli. iiCCO'IIniil'gj I .Sf 1Jan.sier om ween commlnee6 01 til& Slllme eaml'.laaJe,rsponsor 
1nu 

UT campaign r~eral~.We and mailing& PflT prfnlads VOT WJter registrallon 

MTG meBI.lngs and appean.noes RAO fadlo alr11me and prodiJC'Iion costs WEB information teclmology costs fmtemat, e·mai) 

• Paymrmb lhat •111 contrlbutlcns or lndep en dent expend lites mu11t also be summarized on Schedule D 

NAME AND ADDRES~ OF PAYEE OR CREDITOR 

(IF COMIAITTEE, ALSO Etm;f!ID. NU MEIER CODE OR DESCAIPnoN OF PAYJ.I E Iff AMOUIUPAID 

Califoxnia Golden Signs OFC 
215.5(} 

799 Third Ave 
Chula Vista, CA 91910 

CostCo Wholesale OFC 
276.69 

460 Rancho Del Rey 
Chula Vista, CA 

/"-~ . 
~~ 

Jorge Dominguez ' CNS ( 7,000.00 

371 \'li ld Oats Lane I 
Bonita, CA 91902 -

Ed's Maintenance OFC 
172.30 

5207 Central Ave 
Bonita, .CA 91902 

_.. 
SUBTOTAL $ 7,664.49 
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.Schedule E 
(Continuation Sheet} 
Payments Made 

HAt.IEOF FilER Sweetwater Connittee foi Ouality Education 

Sfalelllent COfttS pertod 

·~ 10/01/2000 

U.rough 10/21/2000 

SCHEDULE E (CONT.) 

CALIFOR:\:IA 460. 
FORM 

Page 7ar 10 

lU NUMBER 

990810 

. CO. DES: II ooa of the following codes aocurately desai>es Ito paymont. you may enter the oode. Otherwise, describe t~ payment. 

CUP Cllll\plliun ~a,lrioc. 
CNS campaign oon_..antl: 
CTB coolrilliiiJon (eJilllaln no~ry)* 
eve cme donations 
FN 0 Cu11dralsing .,1/e!U 

INO lndlltset1denl expendllur• auppnrtlnoJoppo$1nst c4heB ~~· 
Uf camp&Y! fiiaai.L•" a.1d nlaiiil:v" 
MTG me~ings and appearmces 

tw(f. AIID .1\D!mESS OF PAYEE OP. CREOITQR 

JF"COMMrTTEE,AlSO afrE:FI I.D. tUIBE!l 

Cnlifouda Golden Signs 
"799 'lhird Avo 
Chula Vista, CA 919J 0 

o-.na.r. Caul!lo 
8892 llumn1ond 
San l)j ego, C/1. 921lJ 

-~"' 
Jorge Um•ing"~ 
371 Wllft Uai:.!': l.ane 
lloni ta, C!/\ . 91 4.02 

T1·is Hubhar.d 
313 WindJ;n\IDel Chclc 
Chula Vi~ta, ('..}\ 91910 

OfC oficll~ 
PET ~ion c::i'aidJtl 
PHO plloree banb 
POL poiU119 W'.!IIIU!Yey ~ 
POS ~l&ge, ddve:y anclll'les5engr. M&'llices 
PRO profasslorlll ~$ (legal, accour.ting} 
PP.T Ffl:'!cde 
RAO N.d'10 a11tme and prodla:llon cos1s 

: 

OOOE 00 

CMI' 

CNS . 

CNS 

CN!l 

.. 

RFD lelumed 0011111Mians 
SAL umpelgn worlun aabtles 
TEL tv. or uble alr1lme •d produdion oa&ts 

TRC Qtldlda lra'it!l,lodgtng and meals (explain) 
TRS ~il/cPQ~Se •~e1. lodging end meals Cexpla!n) 
TSF trMsler betWEen oomrnm- ol the ••m• c:andidateJsponl« 
YOT V«Mr ~~ellsCraliGn 
WEB Worma\ion tecMo!ogy cosb (il\em&4, e-tr~al!} 

I 

DESCRIPTION OF PAYr.IENT AMOUNT PAin 

103.44 

, 

. 375.00 

/ ' 

c:·'~"·" ! 

I 
. . . . . . : ---! 1, 000. Otl 

-
.. 

,J. -
/. 

S\JJJTOTAL. . $ 3, 228.41 



"' c. 
' I Fiacal Serv'.± cca It 1 

' 

!\ . t; 

;' 

fl . i 

C - 1 

---- - ~- -------- ------
vJDDG 

'J._....-~ 

.: . :•:: <.i .' :. l -:· !i .':) ' ,') ! -; (; :=· ,:: ('~ :: .~ [ \" ·:: ,.; 1:. l ' . . ""; 
._; r . . : J .: ;· t •• , ·E~·-~ c.;; r.:..~ .:. : l·J •; ~/!'; t <:•in . 

~\J!: r. 1.:,.~ .. : L 

Chf/ J l '.,..;<_it 

d i s~ t. 1. • _ .·.: :: • :,: 

l< .... L .i. ~ y (:unt. l. <.lCt ~,' 1 t: l1 
-'\):t:' t ·•·n-,1 r i. 0:1 t•:· , ~~·:r.-n v ldF-: , ;,..:; .,~-t"~,_ ... ~ 
:.> r.:: h o ·:· 1 8 i :.r.! . . 

('f->P:!.'.l'-'t'~ CUt. C i. ' .• c:; v:Lt : 
C•·L'. Ll.' r ··, , .. Excell~nc~ to pro v~dc 3 

( o r ~- · ,.J. ). .. I :~:t , r, ;,(r. •l •"~··n .. ·;,r.2nGn t 

, •• ! , ;· !~ ( 11 ~ -
1 

,•', , )..\ C ·:" 
1 

; •t '. il 1 • .) ::· ..:.J , ).' j 1 ! I I< ...) :: !.) , ~, 1,. , , 

t ) , E: ~ V. ' •:'? C'. ·.' ,:_-, I~ <.! 1,' ) L 1 1.) r: H I ·~ 1 : ::i C I ·. C• 

C·:..- .11:, , .r1 i. t::: · ,· :.::duc"t t::. :);~ i~n hc.n~:-~,:::nc· r: t . 
:I n.J t..~et.~,.;c::e<~ 
i.J 1 ._, t; L · .:. :· t a n j 

·"·r 11 • ... '.'!.:' T·:~.:~nK·:c . ,..~y·t(J 1.ilt1 c.>~£ \. 'n<-,l'..'l:'.st:c:::tnrJJ 1l'j L•el:wc:en 
ch.::· .~·.;f:.:<::!t.:. v:..:;J.t~.:: U.l,(>n il.ir::3h Sl:n ;::.-~ .1. O:..s~,· ·! ct· cincl 
l:1.;__ .S·:.~ utl: Bay F ~.!m : Jv :t;·l ,.'?~ t..-) .o~·')vi de 
j ·· :., i:. >" .:; 1 r:: · .. i r .. <:J :~ (; l · 'l i c· ··' .:: . 

\ 

Apt:Jrcvt.: I :cat if y i.J l' of e 3 s1 c-\na J cc1H e F!ncc_, 
'rJO 1·)<;_; hc'p ~x pe nse :~ ::; : J i · ~, t .r 1 .:.: t: h '!';.::,J '...,''! E:~ ::;; . 

I 

(\,)C S(':lt. 

and 
I 

C:.)nm:} tarn .s J.:,:. i-<~ 1- ~ I 

I 

' . 
P,"l.ga •1 of '1 0 
Board Agenda 
Novernb,e r. , 1 3 , 

I' 
' 

It0rn A-1 
200{) 

• 

·' 



2[i:51 
Board ,.\3e:1da 
Novernbe r· 1· 3 ,., ,., - ~ , _ ,)'.JI.) 
Pag~ 4 / 

---~------· ,--------~---
\ P ~ Ci nr: . .:.ng c.r:d 

. ,.-" 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -.:_ - - .;; _c.;;;.-·-. .r;::. l''11:··~·i1i ·~'1i'. 
~ ---~ ------ - - - ~-·-· 

T" .--
·' l:l. ''..i - !5l 0t1? -· :-· 

) 
./ 

2Cll.:.l.l.r:'•.=; 

; 
\ 

\ 
\ 

\ 
·, ·. 

---·-- ------· ---
,..4 {:'1) ,I :. \.'" 2 

.c... Z:. L. 
::..: !-.; -3. :-: ;._· '.2 

c· ... :l::-: .... ,._ . ... _ ....... - ... --~- . ..... ... _.-.. -.'-:. •r.r..:- . ~~~ -= · 1'2 :-.-:- ~ 
l"~:'-: :-3.: :1~: :=' 

..... , ._,...,_ .. -
, -. ·-:- .... 

.... ::- _} ·-
....... ........ - .. 

---=- ......... - ..... - ·---.. -- -

:-.; ;,:._- ., .... t-.; 

,-\~ 

- :-· - ... -

;.._-.;;.... .. --; ..... - ... ~ 

... ..... -
"---- "..J 

. ::- .. · .. =-: -_ .. 
..=. .. - .-. 

::. 

~-- C: , .. ' - -; s :. ..:_-~/ 
.-:: .. 5::: ~.;- ~-~-:,~.i 3 .:1 .. -~:.; 

- "- s 1 

.-

l.. ·- .. 

,-- -: _ .. :-.=-: ·= ·.: 
-~----= ...... : ..... : ~- .3 

-... - ....... -

-· ·.- .- -
·. -· ·- .... __ -:;, 

:- - - .. : ': -~. 

;;: ·- .. -

.-.--
·~1 1 ch 

.. -= ~ ~-- t e1 .. 
-. .:.:~:..:.~ le 

.::t 

- -· , ... --- SlC.e 
::-:~ 
the 

C.() 

- ·:; ~- ,:, ~\ !1 d 

- •. 
- ---.- ·--

~-
......... -. 

- •4 . .• ;Q .. 
-- . - - ·:;: .._i ~. r n 

• ... _ , ... , .:: . • -- ~ 1 

- - :: . .- 2 . - . ~ -: :.- ~. ~ :. -:' ~ ~ 

.. :-: ,: ~ :. tJI c.:~~-:~:;_-~~:..:. . ':.2 .. .J- .:. 



t it ... It •• 

·. 
WDOG ·.· · 

, / 

-~ e_ C\ _ ~?9( cJrf~ 
\\_) b tJ! v- J._ CD(~ · l /-· ,J.) f ··ot_ .(Y\ f'Cf 

J .. 

. )O' \VIt.~J h'~ Co-..\\ ~~-a~-"1 . . T-·h:s 
,- ~~ S . . r<\ ~joQ.-. G.-v-Jcl -y~~ (NJ '3-err (;u 5 oJ70 ,;y-

. . ,. () 

: 0\~) -U y-,-or~, , p_v,o '-juu rv 'd - TO · 

. :/ ~ \L . ~t\~·- ·j-'h ( S fl'j-e..1J~ 4 ,.; c-l 1. ~o v _~; ~- ~ l . 

S: u._ - \'"I Y\.:~ s. \a~ \)J r i rr:re"' I ,_\--' T-re.. t3 "'y){ 

· · \{\~$ r{-\5$ecl. ~~ 0-rJ- Nvw>e.('ou) I ' I 
~-"~':/ /JJ ec:5' i u r-lj ('Cj cv d '":"J I (Yvq i o ~/fo;;.J ~~ 
r. \~ '; (\J ~ V\,' e__ rv~ To . f'"" ( s (J ~- -~ ;· .s . . J 

l='- -~ V-<-. b ~ \:9 l 1) U (vn ; IV~ ] (!J'hCVJ cJ J 

._, I 

:/J ( · Cs- ('u. __j ~- (._)U/''1 ;)\w U \d._ \rJ ~ \\-J \(O ~ tJ--c_.r( •_, 
1 

-· ' )
~/"" 



l.i-

' r, 
;. 
I 
" 

The San Diego Union-Tribune • . Saturday, December 9, 2000 s B3 

> SWEETWATER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 91 

Diverse board 
has ·catino 
majority · 

I 

hers) have a firsthand aware
ness of a large segment of the 

· community that helps them 
make· the right decision." .. 

, Non-Latinos can do the same 
thing, Covamtbias said. Being 
Latino doesn't make someone a 
. better board member, he said. 
Being a good listener does. 

Some say having Griego, 
Quinones and Sandoval on the 
board has no more than sym

·. bolit~ value. No one speaks of a 
· · ,~tino' agenda. But in a district 
: ~.vherk 67 percent of students 
. lrre · r.athlo, bilingual education 

. ilnd the dropout rate among La
. titi.os affect more students in 

. ,, 

Sweetwater than in most • ·ethnic isSues. They will oversee education:. he started the Marl- · 
Board .members emphasize the construction and repair of achi Foundation, which grants 

that their job is to represent all . schools with voter-approved thousands of dollars in scholar
students, parents and teachers, bond money and approve cur~ ships annually. 
not just tliose that share their , riculum and strategies to raise · Ricasa wants . the teaching 
ethnicity. test scores. ' corps to reflect the student de-

Sandoval acknowledged, . The board's makeup; like its . mogrnphics. It was not Ricasa's 
though, that right or . wrong; actions, can benefit students, idea to send recruiters to the 
constituents may feel board said Joseph Martinez,· a district Philippines to find math and 
members of the same etlullcity architect and chairman of Ba- science teachers· in 1999, she 
may be more accessible to . hia Del Sur, a Latino political said, but, "I think my being on 
them, more likely to give them action committee. . the board helped." 
a fair hearing when they have a ,"J think it can · serve as an A diverse board means' rpem- . 
. complaint. excellent role model for the stu- hers tap into different networks 

"It's important that you have dents of the district," Martinez to solicit , community . support 
individuals that are sensitive to said. For example, young Lati- for schools. Sandoval and Ri- . 
the qtlture and are open to the nas may find inspiration in' Qui- casa work in higher education . . 
diversity of the community, and ·nones, who does dropout pre- Cartmill is a businessman . 
generally people that are of that · vention work in San Ysidro, in a · Griego runs ·a water district. 
culture have that with . them. way they might not with a re- Quinones works witlr primary" 
That's the ·way they grew. up," tired military man, Martinez · school students. . 
said Norma Cazares, president said. "Sweetwater could be a mod-
of South Bay,Forum, a political Ethnicity may not' affeet the el for the test of the country as · 
action committee that ,advo- common vision of the board, far as bringing people together; 
cates for the educational, and but it might iilfluence how they forming coalitions," Cazares 
political interests of Latinos. pursue a goal. For example, said. "Not that that ·hasn't al-

Board members' priorities ; when Griego wanted to encour- ready been done, but I ' think 
for the next two years are not . age 'students' to pursue music they could do more." 
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CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

12/09/00 
Chris Moran 
SD Union 
Re; 12/9/00 article 

Mr. Moran; 

Your 12/09/00 article can only be described as another "puff' piece for the Sweetwater 
Union High School District and the Board of Trustees. I believe that the above is borne out by the 
fact that you had to resort to quoting a hired employee of the district, and a contributor ($50,000) to 
Prop. BB, who received a? (million) contract from the Board of Trustees. Not only is your article a 
"puff' piece, but it is also shallow reporting and smacks of the worst type of yellow journalism. You 
and the SD Union can continue to write as many "puff pieces on the SWUHSD, but the fact 
remains that the Board of Trustees is a "rubber stamp" for Superintendent Brand and the minority 
white educational, political and business establishment. 

So the question is when are you and the SD Union going to stop playing public relations 
agency for the SWUHSD, and start doing serious reporting on other issues that include the 
following: 

1. The historically racism that continues to exist in the SWUHSD. 

2. The good old boys network which has historically and politically controlled both the school 
board and the economic purse string of the SWUHSD. 

3. The SWUHSD Board of Trustees historically and politically being controlled (the so-called 
minority board included) and serving as political lackeys for the superintendent's and the "good 
old boy network". 

4. The district's majority (Mexican parents and taxpayers), have no voice, involvement or political 
representation with the either the SWUHSD Administration or Board of Trustees. 

5. The payoffs from Prop. BB to the good old boy network! 

Yours truly, 

Herman Baca, President 
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CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

12/09/00 

Secretary of State 
State of California 
Elections Division 
1500 11th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Elections Division: 

Our organization has been informed by Attorney General Bill Locyker's office that your 

office is the state agency to investigate election code violations. For the record, our organization is 

hereby formally requesting an investigation from your office for election code violations (see 11/9/00 

letter and attachments), and are forwarding the following information: · 

1. November 9, 2000 letter from Attorney General Bill Lockyer. 

2. November 2, 2000 letter and 4 attachments. 

3. December 9, letter to Attorney General Bill Lockyer. 

If you are in need of further information feel free to contact us at the above address or phone 

number. 

k you in advance, 

~~ 
man Baca, President 

Cc. Gov. Greg Davis 
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BILL LOCKYER 
Attorney General 

State of California 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Mr. Herman Baca 
Committee on Chicano Rights 
710 East Third Street 
National City, CA 91950 

Dear Mr. Baca: 

November 9, 2000 

PUBLIC INOUmY UNIT 
Pll BOX 944255 

SACRAMENTO, CA 94244-2550 

~
916f 322-3360 

TOLL FREE: 800 952-5225 
TOY: 916 324-5564 

or 800 952-5548 

Thank you for your recent letter to Attorney General Bill Lockyer regarding your 
concerns pertaining to matters involving the 2000 elections. 

The following state agency is in a much better position to render assistance to you in this 
matter. If you wish to pursue the matter further, we suggest you contact: 

Secretary of State 
Elections Division 
1500 11th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 653-6814 
1 (800) 345-VOTE (voter fraud hotline) 
http://www.ss.ca.gov 

Some of the programs conducted by Secretary Jones' Executive Office include 
Legislative advocacy for state and federal election reforms that will help encourage 100 percent 
participation of eligible citizens and zero tolerance for fraud. 

We hope that our effort to help you to identify the correct government office to address 
your concern will be beneficial to you. 

Again, thank you for contacting the Office of Attorney General Bill Lockyer. 

Sincerely, 
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CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

November 2, 2000 

State Attorney General's Office 
Bill Lockyer 
P.O. Box 944255 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2550 

Attorney General Lockyer: 

Facsimile: (916) 974-8880 

An investigation by your office into election code violations by the Sweetwater Union High 

School District (SWUHSD) is hereby requested by our organization on the following legal issues: 

1. "Stonewalling" and failure (see atth. A) by the SWUHSD to provide requested public 

information on the public issue of Proposition "BB." 

2. Violation (see atth. B) by SWUHSD Superintendent Ed Brand of SB 82 "which make it a 

misdemeanor or felony punishable as specified to use school district or community college 

district funds, services, supplies, or equipment for the purpose of urging the support or defeat of 

any ballot measure or candidate, etc." 

3. Violations by a full time employee of the SWUHSD (Mr. Jorge Dominquez) who has received 

$8,750.00 as a paid "political consultant" (see atth. C) of SB 82 (above) and Section 7054 of the 

Education Code which " prohibits the use of school district funds, services, supplies or 

equipment to urge the support or defeat of any ballot measure or candidate and provides that 

violation of that section is a misdemeanor or felony punishable by imprisonment or a f"me." 

Your immediate attention to the above will be greatly appreciated. For further information 

. feel free to contact us at the above number. 

~ely, 

~~&~ .. 
Herman Baca, President 

Cc. News Media 
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CCR {,_ 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

September 13, 2000 

Ms. Judy May 
Legal Counsel 
Sweetwater Union High School District 

Ms. May: 

Facsimile: (619) 427-2726 

As per our conversation, this correspondence is to procure from your office 

Sweetwater Union High School District's official legal position on the following matters: 

1. In 1997 the Mello-Roos Districts were completely excluded from voting and from 

paying the bond taL What is the official status of the Mello-Roos districts in the 

November, 2000 Prop. BB election? 

2. $12,269,990 is being earmarked for New Construction SWUHSD FACILITIES 

IMPROVEMENT PLAN for "land purchase and construction." Is this area going to be 

designated in the near future a Mello-Roos District? 

3. In 1997 (as per item 1) Mello-Roos Districts were completely excluded from voting. In 

the upcoming November 2000 election Mello-Roos Districts are not excluded and will be 

allowed to vote. Under what existing law(s) were voters excluded in 1997, and are now 

being allowed to vote in the November 2000 election? 

~ How are district employees (specifically Superintendent Ed Brand and District liaison 

for Proposition BB Mr. Jorge Dominquez) who are politically active proponent of 

passing the measure in compliance with section 7054 of the Education Code? 

Section 7054 of the Education Code prohibits the use of school district funds. services, 

supplies or eguipment to urge the support or defeat of any ballot measure or candidate 

and provides that violation of that section is a misdemeanor or felony punishable by 

imprJsonmept or a fine. 

Your immediate respond to the above will be greatly appreciated. Thank you in 

· advance. 

~jrely · 

~~~ 
Cc. Attorney Daniel Marshall 

News Media 
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:SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

(lffi~e. of _ ~ne S_,uf.'irlmond<'nt • 1 130 Fifth Avenu~ • Chuta llilil;•. C;MI)rnia 91 ~, 1 ·2c:iUo 

(ti lit) n~1-5;:,.,s • FAA (6 1 9) 4~8-1997 • t~-ma•l : oo~ard cr~r.uiil;-~ullllJ.Id ~.
1,4 . 14 a; 

Notice to Property Owners 

Within the Sweetwater Union High School District 

Co1nrnunity Facilities 'Di.stl"icts 

(1\lello-Roos) 

~ar Pro1~ny Owner, 

( 

I\$ you may be aware, Yeller!! wirhin the Sweetw~cr l'nion Hi~b Sch\.)01 D!Strict are sch~,~-

- .. --J-. .. .. - ... ~· ... - . - . • . .. . .. • ..• • .. - -- . . - • . • . • • • 

uled ro v()Le in Propo'>iti, m BB this No\'cutber. Proposition BB is a bond mea~u.-~ th~t will 

pro,'idc funds to repair arhi renovate middle schoob, junior tughs Alnd high s,·hool) in th~ 

sw~~lWi.\l~r Unitied Sch::>ol District. 
. 

Tbc~e reno\'i:ations include. 

nmovutina 40 -60 ye.u· olJ clas~room~ 

l.!pgrading outdale;l elccrrica.l. and plumbinG S)· sr~m~ 

replacing venLilativn and heating Syitcms 

adding addllion"l < ·,lil.iruoms and science labs to relieve ""cr..:rowding 

· repuiring hcahh ;md saf~ty hazard~ · 

repl~cing aging 1oofs as needed 

· . impmving schocllihraries · 

Pn•pu~iliou- HB wm nm hl{'re;t~~ onel\ of residents in th~ !VIello-Roos an:~ (CFDs). 

Rcsldcnts of Lhe Comr'lunitv Fadlily D~stricts already pay special taxes for school facilities.· 

' 
. . ' 

. 
. 

Because ~ou are _alreac)' pa)ing special taxes for school facilities, if Pru(losition RB 

P~lli5e6",.,'<tttt"-{ ::-_1) ~-~ , .. m ~. ~duced - Sf+--tiw~ll no ··~H-Mi~ ; .. )'(lW.F Q>'wraU-laJ.i em. 

f'us::.ugc ,.,t: Proposition BB will also qualify our community 1o r~ccivc ~tate- mar~hin~ fund~ 

thAt wi!l r4:"1ucc the C\'>st of repairs to rncal taxp"y~rs. Without pU.~sagt: of Pr(•PC\~iti\">n BB, 

these_ funds will G•:J to_olher ,..chool ~1is.trict~: . · 

On th~ reverse of t.his ic·:ter are :\orne of the mo~t frc~~cnll)· asked questions. lf yo~' hu~c 

· need more infc>rmution please contact my c~ftice: al 619 691·5555. · · 

~d Brand . 
Suporimendenr ,)f. Schooi:, 

.Swtt,c:l\ll.·ater ~Inion High School Oistricl 
.• 

. 
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Schedule E 
(Continuation Sheet) 
Payments Made 

HAWC OF FltER 
Sweetwatex Committee tor Quality Bducalion 

Stalem8ftt COV«S pedod 

~ 07/01/2000 

through 09/30/2000 

SCHEDULE E (CONT.) 

CALifOH~JA 460 
H)Rl\1 

Page 6of 9 

LD.NUMBER 

990810 

CODES: If one of tile following codas aa:urately describes tfle payment, you may enter 11'19 code. Oti191Wise, descrtbe the payment 

CMP campaign pan•phernila/mlsc. 
eNS campaign con.sullants 

CTB contrlbutl<ll'l (explain AOfiiT10fletlry• 

eve chlir: don.tlonll 
FND lul1draislng aventa 

i:~u i.N.,-..W..; ""J~a.UW.. :a~U...,wu~iuv uti_.,. \u.,i • .inr 
UT campaign r~era.Me and mailinga 
!liTO meatlngs and appearance. 

OFC 
PET 
PHO 
POL 
POS 
;:nu 
PRY 
RAO 

ollk:e expenses 
pelillfon cll'l:tUq 
pbone bin lea 
poOino and a.ney reselldl 
postage. deli-.ery and messen~er servloM 

pr""""si<>tlili -yicon; ~. ~WW 

print ads 
fadia airtime and podl.ldl:ln eo&ls 

'Paymenblllat are eontrlbutlona or Independent expendllres t I be lmll ISO I d Schedul D. sumrnarZIII on 0 

NAME AHD AODR.ESS OF PAYEE OR CREDITOR 

(IFCOMUITTEE,Alro E~fl Ill, Ntlt.leat CODE OR 

California Golden Signs 
799 Third Ave 

OFC 

Chula Vista, CA 91910 

CostCo Wholesale OFC 

460 Rancho Del Rey 
Chula Vista, CA 

~' Jorge Dominguez 
., 

CNS 
371 \'li ld Oats Lane I Bonita, CA 91902 

Ed's Maintenance OFC 
5207 Cent.r:al Ave 
Bonita, .CA 91902 

AfD relurn!td conlribuli~ 
SAL aunr -Jgn workers salaries 

TEL t.v. Of cable airtime and production oosts 

TRC candl~a tra.Yllf. lodging and meals (e~epralnt 

TRS starl(spousetrawl,lodging and meek (exp(.rn) 

li.r 11ansier ilsween oommtcUIH OC lfte same CMO'ICialeflponsCJr 

VOT voter registrallon 

WEB lntonnation techn@gy costa (Jntemat. e·mal) 

DESCRIPTlON OF PAYt.4 E tfl AMOUNT PAID 

215.50 

276.69 

3 ( ?,000.00 

-

172.30 

. 

..... 
SUBTOTAL $ ;. · 7. 664.49 

I 

1§1 
0 
0 
CIO' 
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Schedule E 
(Continuation Sheet) 
Payments Made 

NAMEOFFH.ER 
Sweetwatex Committee for Quality Bducatjon 

Staeemllnt covers pedocl 

~ 07/01/2000 

througll 09/30/2000 

SCHEDULE E (CONT.) 

CALIFOU~JA 460 
Hm!\1 

Page 6of 9 

lD.NUMBER 

990810 

CODES: If one of the following codes accurately describes tfle payment, you may enter I he code. OthetWise, descr1be the payment. 

CMP campafon pan1phemlla{mlsa. C>R: alftce expemea 

CNS campaion consultants PET pelitlon c:lrcula!ing 

CTB contrlbutlm {axpf:r.ln notwnonetaryJ• PHO pbone bankl 

CVC civic donation~ POL poOing and surwy reseiiiCh 

:.~!' lundralslng eventa POS postage, delivery and messen~er servfala 

II'WU t.;J.,_,.u.. .. ·A~..-..... ;::aUf't'UIU.~'V UiiMIJ. \Q .... Ir ;::r;u pruicasiotlili SBI\'ion ~• iiCCOYfliirgj 

UT campaign r~erature and mai&Wlga PAT Jlrin' ads 

MIO meaUngs and appearances RAD fadkl al111me and pr4)dUdian eo&ls 

'Paymenb lhat •re c:ontrlbutlana or Independent expend lites muet also be sumiii'Uirf:md on Schedule D. 

NAME AHD ADDRESS OF PAYEE OR CREDITOR 

(IF COMIAITIEE, AUiiO Etm;fiiD. Ntli.IBER CODE OR 

califoynia Golden Signs 
799 '11li:rd Ave 

OFC 

Chula Vista, CA 91910 

CoatCo Wholesale OFC 
460 Rancho Del Rey 
Chula Vista, CA 

~' Jorge Dominguez \ CNS 
371 \'li ld Oats Lane I 
Bonita, CA 91902 

Ed's Maintenance OFC 
5207 Cent:ral Ave 
Bonita, CA 91902 

FIFD retwmd 00r\1ribu1icna 
SAL camr -.Jgn YIOJkera u.larles 

TEL t.v. ot cable airtime end production costs 

TRC cmdldllta traval, lodging Md meals (expralfi 

TRS s1aN/spousetraval, lodging and meals (explain) 

15r nnsier osween aammii\BH oc lite $VIle canOJCSall!(apansor 

VOT voter registrallon 
WEB lnlonnation technology costs (Jntemat, e-ms~) 

DESCRIPTION OF PAvt.4 E tfl AMOUNT PAID 

215.50 

276.69 

~-~ 

( 7,000.00 

172.30 

. 

..... 
SUBTOTAL $ -'· · 7,664.49 

I 

" ' 
to.:.' 

~· ....... 
o• 
o• 

I ' 
I .... 

c.o• 
I 

ao ' 
N I 

I 
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e1' 
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CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

710 East Third Street • National City, CA 91950 • (619) 477-3800 • Fax: (619) 477-3829 

12/09/00 

Bill Lockyer 
Attorney General 
Dept. of Justice 
State of California 

Attorney General Lockyer: 

For the record, regarding your respond (copy enclosed) of November 9, 2000. You have 

stated that our concerns should be forwarded to the Secretary of State because they are in a "better 

position to render assistance". Funny, but this is basically what the Fair Political Practice 

Committee stated to us when they referred us to your office. It appears that for some reason that 

the left hand doesn't know what the right hand of state government is doing. All that we have . 

requested is for an investigation from the proper state agency on the materials send to you to 

determine if election laws were violated. If there is nothing further that your office can do, we will 

forward our packet to the Secretary of State, where hopefully this issue will finally be addressed. 

;;rrely, 

~~p~ 
Cc. Governor Greg Davis 



NATIONAL CITY, CHULA VISTA, IMPERIAL 
BEACH, SAN YSIDRO AND BONITA 

TAXPAYERS/HOMEOWNERSNOTERS 
QUESTIONS ON 

SWEETWATER DISTRICT PROPOSITION BB 

1. WHY SHOULD YOU, THE TAXPAYERS HAVE TO PAY THE 
ENTIRE $187,000,000 OF PROP. BB BOND (IF APPROVED), 
WHILE THE MORE AFFLUENT AND NEWER MELLO-ROOS 
(EASTLAKE, RANCHO DEL REY, LONG CANYON) AREA'S 
WHO ARE PART OF THE SWEETWATER SCHOOL 
DISTRICT, AND WHO GET TO VOTE, NOT PAY ONE RED 
CENT OF TAXES ON PROP. BB? 

2. WHY IF THE MELLO-ROOS AREA'S AREN'T GOING TO 
PAY ONE RED CENT OF THE $187,000,000 TAXES ON 
PROP. BB, ARE THEY GOING TO GET $12,269,990 
DOLLARS FOR A NEW HIGH TECH SCHOOL IN OTAY 
MESA WITH THE TAXES THAT YOU PAID? 

DON'T BELIEVE US! 
CALL THE FOLLOWING POLITICANS WHO SUPPORT PROP. BB, AND ASK THEM WHY? 

1) SUPERINTENDENT (16°/o RAISE) ED BRAND (619) 691-5555 

2) MAYOR GEORGE (I LOVE THE MILE OF CARS) WATER'S AND 
HIS CITY COUNCIL (619) 336-4526 

3) MAYOR SHIRLEY (I WANT TO BE RE-ELECTED FOREVER) 
HORTON (619) 691-5044 

4) MAYOR SUSAN (BANKRUPT -SAN DIEGO, CHARGER/PADRE) 
GOLDING (619) 236-6330 

" IF THE SCHOOLS NEED FIXING, AND BENEFIT EVERYONE, WHY AREN'T ALL OF THE 
TAXPAYERS IN THE SWEETWATER DISTRICT PAYING FOR PROP. BB???? 

VOTE NO ON PROP. BB! 
DONATED BY: THE COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS, ''NO ON BB" (619) 477-3800 
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