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BEGIN TAPE 3, SIDE 1, SESSION 2 

BACA: Yeah, the way most of us had been raised, you know, this is, "Wow." I mean, it was 

unheard of And, you know, until you started listening objectively to what they were saying, 

what they were saying was true. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) There was no Chicano priest. There was 

no Chicano nuns. There was very little assistance or help from the organized church. I 

remember the Anti-War Movement. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) But, before I get ahead of myself, 

because that all came out of, you know, the efforts of MAPA, let me get back to MAPA. 

(Patino: Okay.) 

So, you know, what I remember is we met with the, some of the people from San Diego 

through the family, the Usquianos, and the father used to be labor leader of Local 89 and he had 

been heavily involved with a lot of political efforts. And, as a matter of fact, they had taken over 

Local 89, which is a laborers union. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) So, Phil and his sons were involved 

with MAPA, if not heading MAPA at the time. And, I remember meeting with the sons and they 

started saying, "Well, you know, well we'll talk to so and so," and there was people like Raul 

Loya and they started talking about Bert Corona and, you know, and I said, "I never heard of 

them." (Patino: Okay.) So, I think Raul Loya and there was then Chris — what was Chris's last 
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name? I forget. I c an  see his face. He was a big guy. He was, but they were like the MAPA 

organizers. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) So, they came down here. We met with them. They said, 

"Well, this is what you have to do," and blah, blah, blah, "and you've got to have so many 

members, and this is how much it costs." And, you know, "Here's the bylaws," what have you. 

So anyway, we got together and we decided to go ahead and organize a chapter of MAPA. 

(Patino: Uhm-hmm.) I forget how many chapters, but it was, statewide it was a pretty active 

organization at the time. 

PATINO: Right. You say "we." Some of your, some friends of yours? Or .. . 

BACA: Yeah, the people that were going to S an  Diego State, people here from the community 

that, you know, wanted to get involved. (Patino: Right.) Mainly young people, okay? People, 

you're talking, you know, from eighteen to twenty-eight, somewhere around there. (Patino: 

Right.) And so anyway, we organized a chapter of MAPA and, you know, the basic thinking at 

the time was, you know, all we had to do was register people and get them out to vote and elect 

some Chicano candidates and, "Hey, our problems are going to be over." (Patino: Yeah.) So, I 

remember, like I said most of us had never been involved politically. Some had talked about it, I 

guess, or dabbled rhetorically, but no one that I know had acted, actually been involved in 

campaigns or, you know, organizing campaigns, or working for candidates, you know. It was 

just something that, it was an option that was out there that, you know, some people have, you 

know, been involved. Or, so we started registration drives. I remember one of the first 

campaigns we got involved with Ernie Azhocar. Ernie Azhocar was — and, let me back up a little 

bit, at that time you have to remember about the only thing that was in the community was the 

War on Poverty organization. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) The War on Poverty came in, you know, 

there was monies, and people — the War on Poverty was a little bit different. When you look 
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back the government, because of the riots that were going on, the dissention that was going on in 

American society, especially in the minority community, but especially in the black community 

with the black uprising, (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) came in and the way they sold the idea that the 

government really wanted to do something about it was that they used to have what they used to 

have, what they used to call Community Action Councils, CACs. (Patino: Yeah.) And, those 

Councils supposedly would dictate to the funded organizations what the needs were, you know, 

at monthly meetings. So, I mean who could argue against that? (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) That, you 

know, that, "Hey, you know, you want the community involved? Well here it is. They have a 

say so." And, so what happened was was, you know, they used, there used to be these massive 

meetings, you know, where people used to come out and voice their opinions about the 

conditions in their neighborhoods and the needs of their community, of their neighborhood. 

(Patino: Uhm-hmm.) So, one of the things that when you look back what started happening 

was, and it happened to me a lot of times, funded agents, servers, or even government agency 

people would come and say, "Hey, you know, why don't you submit a proposal? You know, you 

work in the community, you know. Hey, see the other community. And, you know, and, you 

know, so wouldn't, stop and think about, how much more you could do if you had a building? 

Stop and think how much more you could do if you had a secretary. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) Stop 

and think what you could do." 

[To Sara: Sarah. Sarah. Put the lock on. That guy's pretty smart. He unlocks that./To 

Dog: Benny. Benny. (Patino: Uh oh.) There he goes. [Laugh] Come on Benny. 

PATINO: Pretty bright? 
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BACA: Yeah. He is. [Laugh] Come on Benny. Come on. [Whistling] Okay. Okay. Okay. 

Come on. Come on. See now, put it on. Put the lock on. [Laugh] Okay. Thank you for 

interrupting us. [Laugh] 

So anyway, so you know that was the sell. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) That if you, you know, 

how much more you could do for poor people. (Patino: Right.) And, you know, at the time it 

made a lot of sense. So that, that's how the system got into the community to quell some of the 

dissention, a lot of the dissention, you know. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) And .. . 

[Barking] Put that off, because this dog's going to start howling. [Recording paused] 

So, that's how they quelled a lot of the dissention, a lot of, (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) you 

know, channeled a lot of the energy. And, you know, what happened after a while, a year or 

two, then the rules started changing. They went from our community telling the funded agencies 

what to do to, "Well, we need one-third from the business community, one-third from 

government agencies, and then one-third community." (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) And after a while, 

no more community. (Patino: Right.) And, then in a way it became the accepted procedure to 

bring about change, (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) you know. This became the new "Mexican-American 

hierarchies," (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) the accepted, the acknowledged, the responsible leadership, 

and but that, that took a number of years but it, but it started surfacing, like, I would say around 

'70, '71. (Patino: Yeah.) You know, people started becoming vested. And, like Corky Gonzalez 

used to say, you know, "The War on Poverty came in. No more poverty for the people that were 

in the war, but not for the community." Or, like Corky used to say, "Yesterday's militants are 

today's government employees." (Patino: Yeah.) So that, that is the context, like I said, but that 

MAPA came about and most people that, at first joined MAPA were righteously angry at the 

conditions in our communities. Like I said, that they weren't influenced by other factors or that 
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they weren't influenced by, you know, whatever resulted from the effort, you know. That we see 

happening later. But, I remember when we first got involved with this individual Ernie Azhocar. 

He was an individual in our community and he, he used to be an assemblyman's Mexic an

-American liaison, and he ran, it was either '68 or '69, for the Board of Trustees of the Sweetwater 

High School District, and I remember we got involved with the campaign and he won. And, 

after that there was a large number of — I me an, you have to remember, you have to remember 

the context of the time. In 1968 there was only one elected official of Mexican ancestry in the 

whole state legislature. That means the Assembly and the Senate (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) in the 

whole state of California. Here in S an  Diego there was one elected person of Mexican ancestry. 

That was Louie Camacho from National City. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) So, I remember around 

1970 this individual ran for mayor and he got more coverage than the two, two viable candidates 

because it was such an oddity (Patino: Yeah.) for anyone to see a person of Mexican-American 

running for public office. (Patino: Yeah.) I remember there was an individual, Arm ando 

Rodriguez, who ran for Assembly. I think it had to be in '66 I guess before the Movement, 

(Patino: Uhm-hmm.) which was an oddity. I mean, don't get me wrong, because there's always 

exceptions to the rules. You know, I'm sure there was other, other people vying for public office 

other than -- Alex Garcia was the only elected individual of the State Legislature. But, I 

remember he ran for State Assembly. But, and he ran against, you know, Donovan Prison? 

(Patino: Hmm-uhm.) Well, you know where Donovan State Prison is over .. . 

PATINO: Oh, okay. 

BACA: Okay? (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) That individual used to live right across the street from 

here, right there. As a matter of fact, when I got busted he was my attorney. But that's who, 

Armando Rodriguez ran against. So, there was little pockets of individuals when I, when I came 
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on the scene that had been in traditional politics. You know, I guess we were never too 

traditional because we came from an activist perspective. Our objective was not to get along, to 

go along. Our objective was to knock doors down. So, we got involved in, and our whole effort 

from what I remember ... [Dogs barking in background]. Just one second. [To dogs] Hey! 

Hey! [Clap] Benny. Shh. Dumb dogs. Benny. Benny. Benny. [Tapping on chair] Get over 

here. Get over here. Hey. Get over here. Come on. [Recording paused] 

That whole effort was, you know, was to look inward, (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) register our 

community. Even in those limited terms of, "Hey, you know, all we got to do is register people 

and elect candidates," it was very, very shallow political thinking, you know. And so, 

nonetheless we got involved with the intentions of trying to do that. And, of course in politics, 

you know, it's the established order perceives things as, you know, "This is the way it's always 

been done." It's a mindset. (Patino: Right.) So, you know, it was a cat-and-mouse type of game. 

I remember, I think in our own community there was like, "Well, you know, it's not as bad as the 

uprising going on in the black community." So, you know, even there was, there was a lot of 

militancy. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) And, on the other hand I think the establishment saw it as 

something that they could utilize and even control. And so, it was a little cat-and-mouse game. I 

remember we got involved in that campaign and after that, after Ernie got elected, Azhocar, 

(Patino: Uhm-hmm.) there was a large number of Mexican-Americans that got into Board of 

Education Trustee seats, (Patino: Okay.) here in National City, and Chula Vista. There was 

some in Imperial Beach. Ben Moreno, I remember him running. He got appointed to the 

Southwestern Board of Trustees, and in nineteen — I think it was 1971, or early '70s anyway, 

(Patino: Uhm-hmm.) I ran his campaign, and at that time, don't forget, it was just not only that 

but we were involved in many issues. (Patino: Right.) We were involved with the great boycott, 
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you know, demonstrating, picketing. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) We were involved with community 

issues, like rezoning. The Frito Bandito was an issue, you know. I remember the Elgin watch. 

They used Zapata's picture to try to sell Elgin watches. (Patino: Uh huh.) And, the Frito 

Bandito, (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) the — I remember we picketed S an  Diego Gas & Electric because 

they had a Mexican sleeping in a cactus. (Patino: Huh.) You know, so we were involved in a 

lot of activist type of issues. And so, some saw us as something worth attempting to harness for, 

you know, in hopes of controlling and channeling us into delivering votes, you know, to the, 

basically the Democratic Party, of course. (Patino: Right.) And others, you know, just wouldn't 

have nothing to do with us, you know. I mean, it was, "They're militant. They're subversive. 

They're communists." Whatever the title, negative titles that they used. (Patino: Yeah.) So, I 

remember telling Ben Moreno, you know, "You don't have to — we're going to help you." I says, 

"I don't have to be your campaign manager." And, much to his credit he said, "Nah, I want you 

to be. I want you to be it." He says, "Hey, that's the way I want it and the hell with them if they 

don't, if they want to see it in a negative light, you know, if they don't want to see it as something 

that, you know, coming out of our community." So, he won. He won. He went ahead and won. 

PATINO: That was Assembly? 

BACA: No. No. That was for Board of Trustees, (Patino: Oh.) Southwestern College. He 

was the first Chic ano trustee at Southwestern (Patino: Right.) Junior College. It was a junior 

college at that time. It wasn't a community college. It was a junior college. (Patino: Uhm-

hmm.) So, but the biggest campaign that I got involved with was Assembly Peter Chacon, who 

became the second elected person of Mexican ancestry in the state legislature. 

Pete, in 1969, because we're the, basically we're the only political organization, active, to 

a big degree, (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) in S an  Diego County, came to me at my old shop. And Pete, 
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at the time, was a vice principal at one of the elementary schools in North County and he was 

head of the Chic ano Federation that had not been funded. The Chic ano Federation started out, 

you know, as an umbrella-type group to try to unify the community in one single voice. Its 

completely different than what it is now. (Patino: Right.) And so, he was a chairperson. I 

remember when these three meetings, you know, four or five hundred people used to show up, 

right over here on National Avenue, the old unemployment center. So, you had everybody from 

the left to the right, you know, from the activist to the conservatives. But, Pete was the 

chairperson, and when he came in 1969 he said, "Herm an," he says, "I'm thinking of running for 

political office and, you know, I'd like your assistance, or your group's assistance." (Patino: 

Uhm-hmm.) And, I said — and this is one of the things that I've always tried to follow, you 

know. In politics, you need a consensus or a mandate from those that you're trying to affect. So, 

I told them, I said, "You know what Pete," I says, "let me get a group of people from the 

community and let's sit down and talk about it." He says, "That sounds good to me." So, I 

remember it was right after Christmas and before New Years, 1969. We got together at the old 

Mack building, which used to be on Eighth Street, Eighth and A. And I got a group of people 

representative of at least the active elements of the community, you know, from the activist to 

the conservative, and the established, and we met and I told them that Pete wanted to run for 

office and, you know, we wanted their opinions and their feedback and how they, what they 

thought about it. And remember, mostly I would say eighty-five percent of the people there were 

a-political just like myself You know, I mean I, you know we were talking about going to the 

moon on a Model T, I guess, you know. [Laugh] You know, we had no idea what it took, 

(Patino: Yeah.) mechanically to get from this point or that point. But, there was some people 

there that had been involved in, you know, high-profile campaigns. (Patino: Yeah.) Like this 
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individual Phil Usquiano. So, Pete got up there and he says, "Yeah," he says, you know he says, 

"I've been thinking of running for supe rvisor, San  Diego County supe rvisor, and I'd like your 

help and assistance." And, I remember Old Man Usquiano getting up and saying, "How much 

money do you got Phil?" I mean "Pete." He said, "Not very, not very much." He says, "You 

know, it's going to probably cost you $40-$50,000 just for the primary." He says, "And heaven 

knows how much for the general." He said, "You're talking about a big district." (Patino: Uhm-

hmm.) He says, "Have you thought about maybe running for the 79 th  Assembly District." He 

says, "That's two to one democratic registration. It's a blue-collar district. And, it's a big 

minority district. And, it's held by a republic an." So, Pete was just as apolitical as the rest of us. 

He said, "No, I never thought about that, but it sounds good to me." So, he says, "I'd like to ask 

the group if, you know, and I'd like to ask you Herman if you'll be my campaign m anager." I 

said, "Well Pete, it's not my group. MAPA's my group." I says, "But I'll be more than happy to 

bring it up to them." So I remember we left there, and like I said it was wilderness as to where 

we were going to be marching into politically, (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) because neither one of us 

really knew, we had never been in there. We had never gone into that political terrain. He, like I 

said, he was a teacher and I was a community activist. So, I remember after 1970s rolls around, 

probably January we got together. We met at this attorney's office and it was a high-profile 

attorney with a lot of political connections and there was, there was four of us, Pete, myself, and 

two other individuals. And, we sat down and we asked the attorney, he says, "Hey, you know, 

we'd like your assistance." And I don't remember, I remember him saying, "Well, you know 

what, I'm pretty busy and, but I'll tell you what I'll commit myself to $3-$6,000." [Laugh] You 

know. So, I remember after leaving there that all of us are putting in $100, which was a lot of 

money back then. We each put $100 and one of the persons there put a $100 worth of stamps. 
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Where she got them I don't know. But, she put $100 worth of stamps. [Laugh] And we left 

there and about a week later -- Pete used to live over there where Jerome's Furniture is at 

downtown, which is on F. (Patino: Okay.) The old coliseum. They used to have boxing 

matches there. [To dog] Benny. So, we left there and I remember Pete said, you know, he said, 

"We're going to be into campaigning. Everybody should look sharp, m an ." So, [Laugh] he 

bought us a suit. He bought us a suit and I remember that, that's the last time — that's my son 

Andy. This is Jimmy. 

ANDY: How are you doing? 

PATINO: Nice to meet you. 

ANDY: Nice to meet you too, m an . 

BACA: So anyway, that was the last time I ever wore a suit, at that campaign. 

PATINO: Yeah. [Laugh] 

BACA: Never wore a suit after that. I hated the damn thing, to be honest with you. And so, we 

started out the campaign, you know, and we started feeling our way around, who was who, who 

was on first, who was on second. And, I remember that I told Pete, I says, I says, "I'll help you 

out if, number one, you're going to make a serious effort to win." See, just like I told you, a lot 

of campaigns back then were run on the novelty factor, you know. It wasn't what the dog was 

saying kind of situation, but, "Hey, the dog is speaking," you know. [Laugh] "Hey m an, look at 

that." That was a novelty, you know. "Hey the ..." It wasn't that there was anything 

structurally or political with the candidates, but, you know, but it was just a novelty that they 

were running. There was nothing behind it. And so, I says, "If you're going to go out there and 

really try to win." He says, "No, I intend to." I said, "Okay." I said, "The other thing is, is that, 

is that we start to train our people in this game called politics. You know, put them in positions 
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where they can  start learning, you know, what politics entails, what is voter registration, 

fundraising, negotiations, developing issues, or whatever is there." He says, "Hey, I agree." 

"Okay." So, every Monday we used to meet at Pete's house, and there was a core group of 

people that started out. Some dropped out and new people would come in. But, there was a core 

group of people and we would meet and we would discuss, you know, what we were going to do 

and what had to be done. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) And, but, you know, we would make decisions 

and [Recording Paused] we, you know, or I at least, got a political education. 

END SIDE 1, TAPE 3, SESSION 2. 

BEGIN SIDE 2, TAPE 3, SESSION 2. 

BACA: I started to see that and we weren't being welcomed by the Democratic Party. There 

was an outright resistance (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) like, like I said going back to that mindset. The 

thinking, even of the "liberal" democrats was that civil rights was meant, or political involvement 

meant the black community, you know, because of their presence (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) and their 

high visibility and activism. (Patino: Right.) And, it was like, "What are you guys doing here?" 

you know. To outright being told, "Hey, you guys ain't going to win. You guys don't vote. You 

guys are not registered. You know, there's, you guys are politically, or apolitical, your 

community." So, you know, I started noticing that but I said, "Well." 

PATINO: Representatives of the party? 

BACA: Well the, the party hacks, you know. 

PATINO: Right. Was that part of the decision making process for them? 

BACA: Well, they had nothing other than, you know, that was the apparatus, you know, 

(Patino: Right.) the central, the Democratic Central Committee, (Patino: Uh huh.) you know, 

the volunteers, you know. The people that basically ran the Democratic Party. (Patino: Yeah.) 

11 



Baca, Herman 
[2 August 2006] — Session 2 
Page 12 

And, you know, the politicians were smart enough to let them do the dirty work, you know. 

(Patino: Uhm-hmm. Uhm-hmm.) So, but anyway, we worked on a plan that Pete was to quit his 

job, which he had recommended that he would. Or, he had decided that he would. And, he took 

off three or four months, you know, and he started walking. We were going along with this thing 

about, "We're here to have him win," you know. "We're here to prove that we can win and that 

entails us, you know, to be 'realistic'." So, a lot of our people, you know, and there was no 

disagreement but there was a calculated effort to say, "Look, we got to zero in on our 

community. We've got to register our community. We've got to politicize and we've got to get 

the word out to our community." And, of course, in the back of everybody's mind was, 

everybody was highly cognizant of the fact that, of the racism that existed. [Laugh] And, you 

know, you're going to go out there, you're going to dig for oil in a rock out there in the Anglo 

community let somebody else deal with that, you know. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) Or, the candidate 

himself. So, we mainly zeroed in on the black, the minority community, I mean the Chic ano 

community, (Patino: Right.) and that's where we did most of our walking. That's where we were 

headquartered at in Logan Heights. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) So we, I remember money was always 

a problem because we didn't have any. [Laugh] So, one time we had a big fundraiser that this 

individual, Phil Usquiano, and then brought in Bert Corona, and Abe Tapia from MAPA and, 

with their labor connections. Because, Local 89 they had a big, the, matter of fact you're familiar 

with the Herm andad Mexicana? 

PATINO: Right. 

BACA: Well, that's where it came from. 

PATINO: Uh huh. I see. 
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BACA: From Local 89. That's what they used to call themselves. (Patino: Uh huh.) And, Bert 

and I worked very closely with them. (Patino: Okay.) So, but it wasn't the Hermandad 

Mexicana that you know now. It was an internal political action committee within Local 89 that 

was started by this guy Phil Usquiano, and others. So, I remember we brought in a lot of people. 

I mean, we brought in those people and then we, you know, so we made like around $6,000-

$7,000 which was a lot of money in those days. And so, it was a successful fundraiser. (Patino: 

Uhm-hmm.) And, Pete kept on walking and we kept on doing what had to be done, you know, 

the posters, and the leafleting, and the, you know, getting the word out, you know, registering 

people. And, if I remember right there was two other candidates. There was a black woman by 

the name of Marie Whitman, who was the party choice, who, the favorite to win. (Patino: Uhm-

hmm.) There was George Kolaksa, who was a Greek, and then I think Pete. So, there was three 

candidates vying for the democratic, in the democratic primary, (Patino: Yeah.) and the 

incumbent was a guy named Tom Horn . I'm assuming he's Chinese, you know, Chinese, (Patino: 

Uhm-hmm.) and he was the incumbent. He had been a city council, S an  Diego city council 

person. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) And, how he knocked off the incumbent in a democratic district I 

don't remember. (Patino: Hmm.) But .. . 

PATINO: This district, you said, was mostly a Chicano district? 

BACA: Little bit of everything. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) You know, don't forget back then we 

weren't that predominant. (Patino: Right.) So maybe we were like twenty, maybe thirty percent. 

(Patino: Uhm-hmm.) So we went into, you know, held our weekly meetings and, you know, we 

just kept on, you know, bringing in new people and what have you. And, you know, I remember 

going back to December of '69, I remember Pete, his wife, my ex-wife and myself, we met at my 

house across the street (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) and remember I told you that $100 worth of stamps? 
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[Laugh] (Patino: Yeah.) We got the $100 worth of stamps. I think postage was six cents back 

then. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) That was a lot of stamps. [Laugh] And, we got together and said, 

we had announced at a meeting of the Chic ano Federation and created about as much excitement 

as a lizard, you know, drinking water in the dese rt, I guess. I don't know. [Laugh] And, you 

know, we got together at the house and I said, "Well, okay, let's send out a letter to ask for some 

help and assistance." So, from what I remember we had a mailing list of 400 people. And, we 

sent out the letters and we waited, and waited, and you know, we announced, and we asked for 

assistance and help. And, now remember this is the activist community. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) 

And you know how many response we got back? 

PATINO: How many? 

BACA: Zero. [Laugh] I always remember that, you know. I said, "We got a hard job ahead of 

us." So, nonetheless, you know, we went through all the trials and tribulations of the campaign 

including, you know, the resistance from the Democratic Party (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) and the 

primary was in June. And, like I said we used to meet every Monday at Pete Chacon's home and 

we would make decisions. At the time, I was working at a place downtown by the county 

administration building and I told you about the, that I worked over here on, with Mr. Tarbox 

and this guy had called me up to go work at this other place. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) So, I'm 

working upstairs and there's a phone up there. So, I'm up there by myself so I was kind of 

running the campaign [Laugh] from upstairs. So, I decided to tell the guy that, "Hey, look man," 

I said, "I'm going to have to quit." And the guy said, "Why?" I said, "Well, you know, I'm 

involved with this campaign. It's taking a lot of time and, you know," I said, "so, I think, I think 

it would be best if I quit." And he said, "No. No. No." he said. "We really need you." He said, 

"I want you to stay." I said, "Okay. I told you." So, around two weeks later, you know, they're 
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handing out checks. So, I get two checks. And I said, "How come I got two checks?" This guy 

said, "I just laid you off." "Laid me off? For what?" "I don't know." [Laugh] So anyway, I 

went down to the unemployment and I told them what I just told you and so the guy from the 

unemployment picked up the phone and he made a phone call down to the bosses down there and 

they said, "Yeah." He says, "Yeah," he says, "he told us that he wanted to quit." And he said, 

"Okay, thank you." He said, "You got your unemployment." And so, I was getting paid 

unemployment. I told you I had that other job, and I had the printing press. So, I was doing 

Pete's printing, you know. So basically, you know, for gratis, because there was no money, you 

know. Or, at cost, you know. (Patino: Yeah.) 

And so, we had to get together every Monday and we would discuss, "What are we going 

to do?" you know, "What has to be done?" blah, blah, blah, and "What are the problems?" And, 

it was always a community decision based on that thing, "We want to teach people from our 

community (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) what the political ballgame's all about?" So, that's the way it 

had always been since we initiated it. And I, you know, Pete had gone along with it. So we 

started to get outside contacts from some of the power structure individuals, you know, some of 

the powerbrokers. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) And, you know, "Okay, fine," you know, "we're trying 

to win." you know. "Hey, if that helps, then fine." But, we would still make the decision, you 

know, what was going to be done. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) So, I remember June 6, 1970 I get up in 

the morning and I'm reading the newspaper and there's an ad in the newspaper, you know. "We 

support Pete Chacon." [Laugh] So, I'm looking at this and I said, "Where does that come from?" 

A complete surprise to me, because it hadn't been discussed, (Patino: Yeah.) and "Where'd we 

get this kind of money for the San Diego Union, you know? This thing's not cheap." It wasn't a 

full-page ad but it was a good-sized ad. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) So, I'm looking in there and I'm 
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going down and I said, "You know, what's going on?" Then I look at the bottom and it had a 

campaign chairperson, Dr. Gilbert Otto. [Laugh] "Campaign m anager?" I said, "Wait a minute. 

What the heck's going on?" So anyway, so I got ready and that day was the day of the election. 

So, we had agreed to meet and me and Pete were going to go around, you know, to the usual, you 

know, checking of the ballot people and telephone banks, people getting the vote out, the voters 

out, and what have you. And, so I remember getting up to his house and I remember showing 

him the paper. I said, "Pete, what's going on m an?" He said, "Oh, that's just some people that 

wanted to help, help me out." I said, "No. No. No. No. No." I says, "That ain't what we had 

agreed on and that ain't what we have been working under." I says, "I thought we had agreed 

that all of the decisions would be coming out of the committee of the people that were working 

everyday?" "Oh well, you know, it's just some people." "No. No. No. No. No. No." I said, 

"What's this 'campaign manager'?" "Ah, you know, it's just a tactical move." "No. No. No. 

No." I said, "You know what Pete? I'm out of here." He said, "What?" I said, "I'm out of here." 

I says, "I'm going to see this thing through today." I says, "But next meeting we have," I said, 

"I'm resigning." I said, "I want to tell you right now before one vote has been taken." I says, 

"You know, this was not the agreement. If you're doing this and you're not even in office," I 

said, "what are you going to do once you get in there?" "Oh, you got it all wrong." I said, "No. 

No." I said, "It don't matter, m an. I made up my mind." I said, "I'm going to," I said, "I'm going 

to tell you something," I said, "before the votes come in tonight," I said, "so you don't say it's 

sour grapes," I said, "you're going to win." I said, "And the reason you're going to win," I said, 

"because you walked. They didn't." I says, "But I'm out of here." (Patino: Hmm.) So, he won. 

Won the primary. He still, he still had the general. And, I remember two weeks later me and my 

friend Carlos Vasquez we went to the meeting, because I told him, I says, "Hey, I'm resigning." 
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So, I told him why. He said, "Fine. I'm out of here too." So, I remember we walked into his, to 

Pete Chacon's home. You ever see the movie Viva Zapata! with Marlon Brando? 

PATINO: Yeah. 

BACA: You ever see that scene where he goes in and he's talking about Madero and the guy is 

like a chicken with his head cut off. And, Zapata's saying, "The l and. What about the l and?" 

(Patino: Right.) And then an Anglo in the background. Did you ever see that scene? (Patino: 

Yeah.) Like in an office, like he's got the Jungle Jim boots? I never have figured out who that 

individual was, but he was like, kind of like CIA type. (Patino: Right. Right.) Well, me and 

Carlos walk into Pete's home and it's like a living room and then the kitchen's over to the left, 

and there's two white guys in there talking to Pete and they're telling him, says, "This is the latest 

Pete [Laugh] in political strategy." He says, "There's a machine signs your name and look, m an, 

it's, it looks like you just signed it a few minutes ago." He says, "Look, the ink even smears." 

So, they're just looking and they saw us and they kind of go like, "Hey, I'll be right in there," you 

know. "Okay." So, I went in there and I told the group, I says, "I want to let you know," I says," 

today," and I says, "I'm resigning from the campaign." And, this was mostly my people, (Patino: 

Uhm-hmm.) that I brought in. And they say, "Why?" I said, "Well, that's not impo rtant," I says. 

"I already told Pete." I says, "I'm out of here tonight." So, that's when I got out of the campaign. 

And in my mind, like I said, I got a political education. I said, "You know what? This isn't just 

about registering people or electing candidates. It's a little bit more complex than that." I said, 

"There's some structural things here that, you know, that aren't just going to be done away with, 

you know, just like that." So, like I said I was on unemployment. I had the printing press in my 

garage. I had that little account, you know, and whatever else I could pick up. So, to be honest 

with you I had done okay, you know, for being out of work for six months. 
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PATINO: Yeah. [Laugh] So, what was up with the ad? Did it ever .. . 

BACA: That's .. . 

PATINO: Who was that guy? And .. . 

BACA: Oh, and Dr. Gilbert Otto was a professor (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) at U, what is it, USD. 

Not UCSD, but USD, right? 

PATINO: USD, yeah. 

BACA: And, ironically his son came to work for the Committee on Chic ano Rights in the '70s. 

[Laugh] But no, Dr. Gilbert Otto was a nice person, you know. Who put him up to it or why 

they put him up to it, or how it came about I c an  only tell you what Pete told me, you know. 

(Patino: Right.) It was just an effort of some people, but I saw it as an issue of, you know, his 

idea of winning at any cost went beyond any cost, you know. (Patino: Yeah.) Not even keeping 

your word. (Patino: Yeah.) And, I'm sure after, after he won that he probably thought that he 

got rid of a liability, you know. Because I, like I said, during all this period I was still active on, 

[Laugh] on the unpopular activist issues, (Patino: Yeah.) you know, and some people probably 

decided it was a hindrance or, you know, it was a liability, or what have you. But anyway, after 

that I remember saying, "Well, what now, you know?" So, I kept doing what I was doing. 

PATINO: Still with MAPA? 

BACA: I'm still with MAPA, (Patino: Yeah.) you know, still, probably okay '75 now. I don't 

know if I got into La Raza Unida yet. But, I remember contemplating it and I says, "Well, you 

know, what are you going to do now?" And, I remember telling myself, I says, "Well, you 

know, you survived this long without working. Why don't you open your own place up? Why 

not?" And, there again I had never, I had never done it, you know. I me an, that was the only 

business I had ever engaged in was from my garage. (Patino: Yeah.) So, I did. I went around 
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October, I think it was, and I saw this place over here on 18` h  & Highland, 1837 Highland, and it 

was $125. I said, "I can  afford $125 a month." So, I opened up my little maltie (?). So once 

again, remember the context of the time. There was very few Chic ano businessmen, printers. I, 

there might have been some. I don't know. I didn't know of them. As far as I know right now 

I'm the oldest Chic ano print shop owner in S an  Diego County. I don't know that it's, as far as I 

know, I mean, I don't remember running into all the other print shops came afterward. (Patino: 

Uhm-hmm.) So, I opened up and then I remember, the context of the time, you know, "Hey, 

they love minorities," you know. You want to go to school? "Hey, well, here's a grant. You 

know, you want, you know, you need some childcare? Here's another," I mean you know. 

[Laugh] So, I remember this guy Vic Villalpando, he was working for the Urban League. He 

came and said, "Hey, Herm an, why don't you apply for a Small Business Administration lo an?" 

"Ah man," I said, "Nah, you know," I said, "Too much work, m an." I said, "I don't know. I don't 

need it." "Ah, come on man," he said, "I'll fill the papers out for you." "Okay m an." So, one 

day he calls me up around seven, you know, and he says, "Hey Herm an," he says, "I got you that 

loan ." I said, "What lo an?" [Laugh] He says, "The loan  we were talking about, the SBA." 

"What?" He said, "Yeah," he said, "All you got to do is go down to the bank and fill out the, you 

know, sign the papers." "Okay." [Laugh] So, I go down to the bank. So, I fill out the paper. I 

says, "What now m an? You guys going to send me a check or, you know, how does it work?" 

"No," he says, "You've got $10,000 in your account." I said, "What?" So, I had $10,000 in my 

account. [Laugh] So, at the time I remember we were fighting Duffy. That's who we were 

fighting. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) Sheriff Duffy that had issued that Memorandum. No, this is '70. 

So now I'm talking about '77. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) See, that's why I have to look at the 

chronological order of when La Raza Unida. (Patino: Right.) But I remember that we had Casa 
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Justicia. We had him next door. And Casa Justicia was an organization where we were 

attempting to organize the undocumented (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) into a group to defend their 

interests. And, what we used to do is we used to charge $15 a year membership and we used to, 

you know, fill out their immigration papers. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) And, I always remember, you 

know, that — now, you're talking about human nature, okay? But, I remember that most people, 

"Well, you know, we can't afford $15," you know. You know. And, I remember we not only got 

immigration issues, we got every other issue from welfare, to Medicare, to school issues, police 

brutality. I me an, (Patino: Yeah.) and you know, and then I always remember the people that 

used to say, "Well, we can't afford the $15," being down at the local bar, the nightclub, the Club 

21, (Patino: Yeah.) setting up the bar for everybody m an, you know. I said, "Is that the guy that 

said he didn't have no $15?" [Laugh] But, I started getting involved with the immigration issue 

and I don't know if I told you or not in the last interview, (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) but I remember 

we were at the time dealing with immigration and we were also dealing with La Raza Unida 

party, you know, which Pete Chacon's campaign had basically confirmed the desperate need for 

such a party. Okay? You know, once again it was one of those things that you couldn't deny it. 

(Patino: Uhm-hmm.) I saw it, you know. That was the ingrained attitude within the Democratic 

Party, in house, you know, attitude within the Democratic Party. You know, hey, we used to 

have a saying, "We put the Democratic Party first and they put us last." meaning the Chic ano 

community. (Patino: Yeah.) So, I remember La Raza Unida had heard about it and I remember 

somebody telling me that José Angel Gutierréz was going to come down from S an  Diego State. 

So, we went down there and then we made contact with him afterwards and he came down to the 

shop, the 1837 Highland, (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) where we talked. We talked about, he talked 

about what they were doing, you know. And, once again it was like it was a tool for the job of 
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the time. You know, I said, "Hey, you know, what? That's something." Most of us were very 

nationalistic. Most of us were very cognizant of the issues and of the problems confronting our 

community. So, I said, "Well, let's start a chapter." So, we started a chapter and like I said, "We 

had MAPA. We had La Raza Unida, and we had Casa Justicia going at the time, all at the same 

time. But, you know, you say, "Well, once a politics, one's electoral politics. The other one's 

unconventional politics." And, [Laugh] hold on. So, "And the other one is trying to organize the 

undocumented," which is, you know, they sound like three separate things, but in reality they 

weren't. In reality they were, they were all interwoven. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) MAPA found out 

that it couldn't effectively register and politicize because of the immigration issue. And MAPA 

found out that it couldn't, it wasn't a level playing field and it couldn't, you know, ever get its just 

position until structural change was made, so which brought about La Raza Unida. So, they're 

all interwoven, you know, and of course there's other issues going on. The farm workers, you 

know. They were going hot and heavy. Education, you know. Campaigns. We're still on 

campaigns. [Laugh] Zoning issues. (Patino: Right.) You know, what does the Chicano 

Movement and zoning issues have to do? But, you know, when you really looked at it this was 

another thing that always affected the community, you know. And so all those things are going 

on and I remember, so I said, "Well, let's start a chapter of La Raza Unida. The hell with 

everybody, you know." And, I think looking back .. . 

END SIDE 2, TAPE 3, SESSION 2. 

BEGIN SIDE 1(B), TAPE 4, SESSION 2. [Counter Reset] 

BACA: And we went after him with a double vengeance. I remember from some of the 

campaigns we had saved, borrowed, 4x8 pieces of plywood. So, we had like around a hundred, a 

hundred and fifty of those four by, 4'x8' plywood boards. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) And, we painted 
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over them and then we put on there, "Fight crime." No. Yeah. It was, "Fight crime." "Stop 

crime not illegals. Fire Hoobler." And, or maybe it was just "Stop crime. Fire Hoobler." And, 

we put those signs all along the freeways, you know, and they'd tear them down. We'd put them 

up. And, you know, same thing, demonstrations, pickets, press conference. And, any mistake 

that they would make, or he would make, the police department, you know, we'd amplify it, you 

know, to prove that Hoobler was corrupt, incompetent, a racist. I remember once incident that 

came out of that whole thing, vividly. It was this individual, his name was, I think his name was 

Bernie Gallardo. There was an article in the newspaper where this Legal Aid attorney had went 

to the media and stated to the media that this guy Bernie Gallardo, who was an ex-offender, had 

come to his office seeking assistance because the S an  Diego PD had told him that he had to 

become an undercover agent for them or something was going to happen to him. And, two days 

later he turns up dead. So, I guess the reporter had the story before this happened so they, you 

know, it was a big story about, you know, "What happened here?" So anyway, at the time I 

think we had a, it was a coalition. It was a coalition against, S an  Diego Coalition Against Police 

Abuse, or something. I forget the exact title. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) Black, and Chicano, and 

progressive white organizations all had a bone to pick with Hoobler. And, of course, I was the 

chairman  again. [Laugh] And, I remember we called a press conference at Saint Anthony's 

Church Hall and I had a lot of press conferences. I had a lot of demonstrations that started out at 

St. Anthony's, you know, in Old Town National City. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) I remember the 

issue was hot and heavy, the whole issue of misconduct and complaints against the S an  Diego 

PD. So, there was a lot of interest. And, I remember there was a lot of, there was a lot of 

community people and there was a lot of media. And, I remember after, after the press 

conference was concluded that there was a family out there, and this was at night. So, they were 
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just kind of hanging around. So, I kind of, I noticed that so I went over there and I said, you 

know, "Could I help you?" And, they braced me. They said, "Who gave you the right to talk 

about our family member?" Anyway, I explained to them that, I remember telling myself, you 

know, "They're right. You know, they're right. That is their family member, you know. I me an , 

they lost their family member." And, so out of that I remember I had a policy that if the 

individual was from S an  Diego that I wouldn't do anything unless the family first asked for 

assistance or gave permission. (Patino: Right.) And, that's what happened with the Luis "Tato" 

Rivera issue, (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) which I'll get into later. But, (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) on the Luis 

"Tato" Rivera issue, when I got to the shop on the Monday morning after reading that he had 

been shot in the back by National City PD there was like seventy-five kids of the young kids 

from Old Town at my shop, and, you know, urging me, "You got to do something, you know. 

They shot him in the back, you know." And, blah, blah, blah. And, I told them, I said, "No." I 

said, "I ain't going to do nothing until the family either asks for assistance or gives permission." 

An hour later the family was there. So, but anyway, that's what I, that's one of the things that I 

remember came out of the Hoobler issue, or two of the things. The picket at the jail and that 

factor of, you know, of dealing with family and community. (Patino: Right.) But, the issue, as 

you well know, of local law enforcement enforcing "immigration," which was really just aimed 

at our community, (Patino: Uhm-lunm.) it was just another tool of harassment, really. (Patino: 

Right.) Yeah. Those guys wouldn't know an undocumented person if they stepped on their feet. 

And it, it remained, and it remains an ongoing issue with the local police that utilized it as  a 

harassment tool, you know. The issue is a little bit more complex. We had a large number of 

incidents here in National City, you know, [Laugh] to the point where the dog catcher, [Laugh] 

(Patino: Yeah.) the dog catcher was reporting undocumented — right here, right in front of my 
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house. One morning I came out when I was living on the other side of the street, (Patino: Uhm-

hmm.) and I noticed this motorcycle cop had two Mexicanos, you know, just stopped, and it 

struck me kind of funny because, you know, I didn't see no car. I didn't see anything. So 

anyway, I was on my way to the shop. The more I thought about it I said, "What the heck's 

going on?" So anyway, when I got to the shop I called up and I says, I said, "I want to know 

what's happening on 100 street of Harberson Avenue." They says, "Oh, the police officer is 

detaining two individuals for being undocumented." I said, "What?" So, I remember, that was 

like on a Monday and I remember the next Tuesday going to the city council meeting, and for 

some unknown reason the City Council meeting was like in the early afternoon. And, I 

remember getting up there and demanding to know why they were getting involved in the issue 

of immigration with the history, the racist history, that this department had against persons of 

Mexican ancestry. And, I remember one of the City Council men said, "Hey, Baca, you don't 

have to yell," you know. I said, "Shut up." [Laughter] "Don't be telling me how to talk," you 

know. And there was this Mexicana reporter that was covering it for La Prensa, and I remember 

her saying that she had never seen anything like it, you know. [Laugh] I said, "Shut up. Don't 

tell me how to talk. This is my three minutes," you know. And, but I remember threatening 

them. I says, "You continue this," I said, "I'm going to get fifty Chicanos, U.S. citizens, I'm 

going to dress them up like they just came across the border, and if one of your officers stops 

them," I said, "you're going to see the biggest lawsuit you've ever seen." So, that was an issue 

that, like I said, that still remains to this day, even more so today. 

PATINO: Right. I guess that particularly the S an  Diego area, since .. . 

BACA: Oh, San  Diego, yeah. 

PATINO: They're close to the border? 
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BACA: You know, and like I said, they did that inte rview and all the chief of police said that 

they didn't do it, you know. (Patino: Yeah.) And, del dicho al hecho hay mucho trecho kind of 

thing, you know. "They're lying," you know. They all, they were all doing it. They still all do 

it, you know, under the guise of, "Hey, you know, we came across them." Or, you know. 

(Patino: Uhm-hmm. Uhm-hmm.) So, there's always been an unholy alliance without any 

consideration as to what the impact is on our community. 

PATINO: So, you were familiar with the issue before Corona had approached you about it in 

that way? 

BACA: Yeah. In that vein I was, you know, as far as the whole effort of organizing the 

undocumented, you know, or trying to get them into an organized group. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) 

So, I remember Casa Justicia, which where Norma Casares and Carlos Vasquez, and Roger, 

they did a lot of the mechanical paperwork, you know. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) And, [Laugh] we 

used to charge $15 a year membership. And, you know, they got their papers for that. I mean, 

they were going to [coyotes] [ 126], or notary publics and they were charging, you know, $500-

$600. So, I mean, $15, and I remember, you know, it just wasn't immigration. There were 

school problems, welfare problems, you know. (Patino: Yeah.) Every kind of problem 

imaginable, you know. And employment, unemployment problems. So, it was like a social 

service agency, which wasn't the intent. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) And, I remember one time — my 

point was, was that we used to charge $15 and we used to give a green membership card 

statement that, you know, belonged to Casa Justicia. And so, you know, [Laugh] those guys 

used to get stopped by the Border Patrol and they used to whip out their card like it was a legit 

card, you know. [Laugh] I remember one time the Border Patrol came over and said, "Hey, tell 
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this guy we caught him sixteen times already that this is not a legitimate immigration card." 

[Laughter] 

PATINO: It's a green card. 

BACA: Yeah. [Laughter] So, we just laughed, you know. And, they left the guy there, you 

know. [Laugh] So, but like I said the issue, the issue of immigration was percolating. 

PATINO: Was Casa Justicia created as an extension of the one in L.A., or was it .. . 

BACA: Well, yes and no. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) You know, it was listed because there was 

Casa Justicias in San Antonio, and Brawley, and L.A, and Ontario. I me an, San  Jose. Bert --

and one even in Tijuana, you know. [Laugh] And, but you know we were affiliated with them. 

(Patino: Right.) And, we were part of them but we weren't part of them, you know. It was — I 

guess we were always real independent, (Patino: Yeah.) you know. We were doing things in 

conjunction with all the other things that we had started, (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) you know. Our 

whole thing was always to raise political consciousness. Our whole thing was to get people 

involved you know, and, or try to get people involved. Like I said, our concept of La Raza 

Unida was completely different than anyone else. We said that we were going to register 10,000 

people and then we were going to have a convention, and then the people were going to decide 

what kind of political party they wanted. And, I stated the reasons for that rationale, you know, 

in order for us to become a, La Raza Unida to become a viable political party (Patino: Uhm-

hmm.) we had to get one percent of the total number of people that voted in the last gubernatorial 

election, which was something like 67,000. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) So, you know, we figured that 

was our contribution, you know, (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) and if we couldn't get 10,000 people, and 

if the state couldn't get 67,000 people then maybe we shouldn't be a political party. But anyway, 

like all the other organizational efforts they were tools, you know, to try to raise political 
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consciousness, (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) by addressing the issues that were affecting the community, 

affecting people, trying to get them to understand that if there was a problem they had to be the 

solution. So, like I said, the issue was percolating in 1971, '72 again, that Dixon/Arnett Bill 

came out. The Dixon/Arnett Bill was the forerunner of the federal employer's action, you know. 

(Patino: Uhm-hmm.) The State of California was trying to pass this bill to put a law on the 

books making it "illegal" for employers to hire illegal aliens. And, once again, you know, it was 

like the police department, "None of your damn business. It's a federal matter." They were not 

going to enforce custom laws then, or, you know, start asking people to pay federal income tax," 

you know. So, you know, I guess on the surface to a lot of people it made sense, you know. 

"Hey, you dry up the source, there, you know, the illegals won't come in," and blah, blah, blah, 

and this and that, which was a bunch of bunk, you know. And, there was a lot of the liberal 

democrats that were jumping on the bandwagon that were trying to appease or make hay, 

political hay, out of the issue with their constituents or the, you know, the Anglo constituents, 

including our dear friend Assemblyman Peter Chacon. That, I remember we picketed him. He 

had his office right here on Federal Boulevard. I took around 200 people there and we picketed 

him there, and another time we picketed him and what he did, with the other assemblymen from 

San  Diego, both democrats, at a SSPA, that was Spanish-Speaking Political Association. 

(Patino: Uhm-hmm.) And, I remember that picket was sort of humorous really, [Laugh] because 

there was around 500 people inside the function, you know, it was a dinner d ance, (Patino: Uhm-

hmm.) and if I remember right they had Ricardo Montalbán as the guest, special guest of honor, 

you know. [Laugh] And, they had around 500 people and we had 500 picketers outside. 

[Laugh] So, I remember, you know, everybody knew each other, right, and the people going in, 

you know, the women had fur coats on and the women on the picket line would be yelling, "That 
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ain't your fur coat." They said, "That ain't nothing but cheap rabbit," you know. [Laugh] And, I 

remember the mariachis went in and the mariachis came out and played for us. [Laugh] And, I 

remember these two guys came down and there was a guy named, I think his name was Henry 

Ramirez. He was Nixon's Spanish-speaking cabinet officer. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) And, this 

guy, two guys came down to the picket and they asked security, you know, who was head of the 

picket. They said me. They pointed to me. So, they came over and says, "Hey, Mr. Baca," they 

says, "Mr. Ramirez would like to know if you could go upstairs and speak to him about the 

picket?" I said, "Yeah. I'll go upstairs." So, the security said, "No. Don't go up there man." 

"Ah, don't worry about it." He says, "It'll be all right." So, I remember going up there and it was 

a suite and I had my Levi pants on. I had a Levi, you know, jacket, you know, and my working 

shoes. And, I walked in and here's all the future Hispanics, they weren't Hispanics then they 

were... 

PATINO: Not yet? 

BACA: Not yet, you know. They were then still Chicanos, or known as Chicanos. And, I 

walked in and they all looked like, "What's he doing in here?" you know. [Laughter] So, then 

the two guys walked me up to Mr. Ramirez and when they saw that, you know, he wanted to talk 

to me, they all started coming up and saying, "Hey Herm an, how's it going man? How's the 

family?" you know. Like we were bosom buddies, you know. Like, "Hey, I know him," you 

know. [Laugh] and, I'm saying, "Yeah. I'm fine. Uhm-hmm." So, you know, we just talked for 

a while and I told him, I says, "Hey, you know, this is something that's affecting our 

community," you know. "It's something that, you know, the State or the counties or the cities 

have no business involving themselves. The issue's a little bit more complex than their 

understanding. It's just another tool of racism and harassment and discrimination, to discriminate 
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against our community," and blah, blah, blah. So anyway, I went back down and, you know, 

spoke to the media, and after that, you know, busted up around ten, ten-thirty at night, you know. 

The issue remained but what I remember was that they were all, everybody inside was teed off at 

me because Ricardo Montalbán didn't come down. He wouldn't come down, you know. He 

said, you know, either out of fear or concern or support, I don't know, but he didn't come down. 

[Laugh] So, they were all teed off at me man because they didn't get a ch ance to rub elbows and 

take pictures with a movie star. So, I remember the next year, in order to insure that there 

wouldn't be another picket, I guess, they invited me to be one of the speakers. 

PATINO: Oh, okay. [Laugh] 

BACA: So, I remember them saying, "Herman," he says, "you know," and it was a mainline 

organization so all the mainstream politicians were there. (Patino: Hmm.) But, I remember 

them saying, "Herman," he says, "you know, we've got a tight schedule and you've only got three 

minutes." And I said, "Yeah. Yeah. Okay. Yeah. I know. I understand." [Laugh] So, at the 

time we were, like I stated we were fighting Duffy on his Memorandum, and Ed Miller, who was 

a district attorney. And, the ironic thing about that, and I've got to go back to MAPA, (Patino: 

Uhm-hmm.) the ironic thing about that was in order to get the community involved, in 19, this is 

1970, the election, we called for an endorsing convention, a community endorsing convention 

and we invited all the community, right, at St. Anthony's church hall. And, we got like around 

600 people at this endorsing convention, and all the politicians came out. All the candidates 

came out. We had a, at the time there was a peace and freedom candidate, a Chic ano, running 

for governor. His name was Ricardo Romo. And, MAPA had bolted with its endorsement on 

the Democratic Party, the gubernatorial candidate, to express their dissatisfaction. The candidate 

was Jess Unrah. Big Daddy. Big Daddy Jess Unrah. And, Jess Unruh was like Mayor Daly was 
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in Chicago, but in the state of Califo rnia. If you were going to run for anything you had to check 

in with Big Daddy, you know. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) So, there was still a lot of anger, but 

MAPA had basically been an extension of the Democratic Party, you know, lesser of two evils, 

(Patino: Uhm-hmm.) you know, and a lot of the politicians, of course, that were coming up were 

democrats, Chicano politicians were democrats. So, MAPA kind of leaned toward the 

Democratic Party. And, of course, 1970, now you're talking about the height of the Chicano 

Movement, things started changing, you know. All of the inequities were put on display, so 

there was a lot of pressure and MAPA endorsed Ricardo Romo. And, he was there and all of the 

local candidates were there, Waddie Deddah, Senator Jim Mills, Ben Moreno, who was running 

for trustee, and this guy Duffy was running for sheriff at the time. George Walker Smith was 

running for supervisor. Ed Miller was running for district attorney. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) So 

anyway, you know, we got all these people there, 600 people. That thing was packed, you know, 

and we had food and, you know, it was a community tardeada really. (Patino: Uhm-hmm.) The 

candidates all spoke. And we endorsed, ironically, Duffy and Ed Miller. And, remember I told 

you about that little monkey suit that Peter Chacon had bought us? (Patino: Yeah.) I remember, 

if you look at some of the pictures in the archive, I have that little monkey suit on. And, I was, 

you know, also like I stated I was also running Chacon's campaign at the time. (Patino: Uhm-

hmm.) So. [Tape paused] We endorsed him and after the election I think both Ed Miller and 

Duffy won their countywide race, a couple hundred thousand votes, by 1200-1500 votes. 

(Patino: Uhm-hmm.) So, they publicly attributed it to the emerging Chic ano vote. (Patino: 

Hmm.) And, at the time I remember, you know, that Ed Miller invited me to a private party, a 

victory party, and I had that little monkey suit on. And, I was the only person of color there, 

[Laugh] you know. And, I don't know who the other people were, you know. A big bunch of 
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mucka-mucks, [Laugh] you know, and we're at this victory breakfast. That's what it was, a 

victory breakfast, and over there by Mission Bay, you know. (Patino: Yeah.) And, Ed Miller 

acknowledged, you know, it was a very close race and if it wouldn't have been for the 

endorsement of MAPA he probably wouldn't have gotten elected. So Duffy, I met with Duffy 

also and both of them they asked you know, what c an  we help the Mexican-American 

community with. So, we said, "Well, you know, how about Mexican-American representatives, 

you know, liaisons to your department?" "Yeah," he said. "Give us three names." So, I 

remember being politically inastute. We gave him three names, you know, an activist, a 

moderate, and a conservative. Well, guess who they picked? [Laughter] So, but I remember 

they also both said, "You got any problems, you know, here's my private number. Give me a 

call." Duffy even gave me a jailhouse card to go down there, to get into the jails. To make a 

long story sho rt  that lasted for like around six months, (Patino: Yeah.) and then Duffy came out 

with that Memorandum. So, needless to say he took my jailhouse card away. [Laugh] And, 

with Ed Miller, what happened with Ed Miller, there was this Mexic ana that was raped. 

PATINO: I think I saw the document. 

BACA: Yeah. By, at the border. And, he, even though rape is a state crime and it fell under his 

jurisdiction he said it was not a, all of a sudden it was a federal matter. 

PATINO: Federal matter? [Laugh] 

BACA: Yeah. But, they were enforcing the federal immigration law. It was a legitimate issue 

for them, but now that there was pressure for him to prosecute it was now a "federal" matter. I 

remember that issue. Fidel Castro had commented on it. 

PATINO: Oh really? 
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BACA: It came out on AP, you know. What context. But, I'm sure that the little article's in 

there somewhere. (Patino: Yeah.) But, so anyway, Ed Miller also got on our list, right? (Patino: 

Yeah.) So, they invite me to this SSPA dinner d ance and I think this time they had Gilbert 

Roland as the actor, right. So, they said, "Now," they said, "Herm an," you know, he says, "You 

know, all you can  do is take three ... " 

END SIDE 1 (B), TAPE 4, SESSION 2. HERMAN BACA. 

END INTERVIEW 
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