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If you get around among people, and talk with them about 

world-conditions and our relations with Sovie t Russia ••• you're bound 

to hear an amazing amount of "war talk". It seems to be spreading like 

"wildfire". 

More and more people s eem to be surrendering to a kind of 

"war psycr.osis" •••• you hear them saying that war with Russia is inevitable. 

And they 1 re not all irres ponsible people, or rabble-rouser·s 

either. It's not unusual to find business men ••• or industrialists 

talking se riously of the possibility of war ~ ithin two or three years. 

And there are others, of course, who are so resigned to the 

"inevitability" of war •••• that they have started talking about what 

they call a "preventative" war a gaim:t the Soviets. That is, they argue 

that if the re's bound to be a war then we should st c..rt it while the 

odds are on our side •••• while we alone h&ve a stockpile of atomic-bombs. 

They seem to re&.son that •••• if we start dropping atomic bombs on Russia •••• 

then we can put her in her place •••• and settle this thing very quickly •••• 

without letting it become a h orld-~a r . 

Not all the American people are resigned to "inevitable war" 

wit h Russia. In fact, a Gallur -poll of public opi nion shews that 62% 

of the people want our 6overnment to keep on striving for an understanding 

with the Soviets. Only 31 percent have concluded t hat it's i mpossible 

to find a settlement •••• and therefore, v. e should go our way without 

Russia. 

It's among this 31 percent that the "war talk" is to be found, 

of course. Incidental ly, the war-vet e rans - who know V"hat wa.r is -

make-up t he largest group urging that we kee p on tr~ing. 

In other words, it's t he people who didn't have to fight the 

last war and who won't have to fight the next one •••• who are doing rtost 

of the talking about "inevitable wa.r". 
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I mention all this as a sort of "preface" to a news bulletin 

received in our VvBBM news-room just fifteen minutes ago ••••• 

It comes from the atomic-scientists of Chicago •••. &n organization 

made up of the men who "cre&ted" the atomic bomb •••• th&t wea pon which 

some Americans are now saying v.e should use against the Russians in a 

"preventative" war. 

These atomic scientists are frightened by that kind of talk. 

They're frightened because they don't think the American 

people realize that - even with our atomic bombs - we could not win a 

"preventative" wc.r. 

It might come to the point where - to defea.t Russia - we would 

have to atom-bomb the cities of all Europe •••• and the vast spaces of 

Eurasia as well - to drive out the Russian ar~ies. 

And while we were wrecking those cities with atom-bombs •••• 

Russic.n planes might be attacking our cities with bacteria bombs. 

~while Europe&ns died by the tens of thousands frcm radio

activi ti ty •••• ArLericc..ns might be dying by the tens of thousands from 

the plague. 

They point-out that in the end, we would be committing suicide 

while a t tempting to commit murder . 

If this is true - then no wonder these scientific men are 

afraid of the "drift" in American t hinking •••• the resignation to 

"inevitable " war . They say that is enough people stc.rt thinking and 

talking that way ••• then war will becorr.e inevi tc..ble. 

One of those ~ho is most worried is Dr. Leo Zilard. 

It ~as Dr. Zil&rd ~ho uook the initiative ••• back in 1939 ••• 

in developing the atomic-bomb. At tha.t ti~e •..• in the first year of 

the v.ar •••• he called to Franklin D. Roosevelt's cttention varjous 

experin nts which indicated th&t an atomic-bomb was a very definite 
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possibility. 

From his report •••• our scientific c.nd "'ndustratl r·esources 

were mobilized - secretly - for the ~reat ~amble. 

In May of 1945 - before you and I even kne~ that the atomic 

bomb existed •.•• six weeks, in fact, before the first one was tested in 

New Mexico •••• Dr. Z:i lard v·.arned James F. Byrnes - then secretary of' 

state - that this was a terrible discovery. He said that the atomic 

bon1b m:i.ght becon~e a. Frc,nkenstein monster and jeopardize our ~ security. 

He foresaw difficulties ev _n then, in bringing Russia into a system of 

international control. In fact, he said that if we did not win Russia's 

coGperation trwnedi c. tely after the first bomb was exploded •••• then we 

might never ~in it. 

As you know •••• we still do not have an at Gmic a Greement •••• 

because of mutual Russian and American distrust. 

And so l ast month , Dr. Zilard sent a lette r to Attorney General 

Tom Clar k ••.• asking permi s sion to send a lett e r direct to Joseph Stalin . 

He asked the attorney gener&l's pe rmi ssion ••.• so he would not 

run afoul of our trea son laws •••• 

In that proposed letter to &talin - which was made public 

just a few ILinutes c.go - Dr. Zj lo.rd outl ined the drift tm,,ard war. He 

spoke oi the "war talA." ••• ootb in Russia and in the United &tate ~ . 

And he said r athe r ominously (and here l:'m quoting the atomic 

scientist) ••• "If t he present trend contLmes for six rr .. onths, more likely 

than not, Ghe course of events will be out of control of the two 

JOvernments concerned." 

So he proposed thbt &~alin hiruselJ ~ o on the air ••• once a 

montp ••• and speak directly t o the American people. 

He wanted to wo.rn Stalin tho.t whatev~ r the Russian leader 

might say would be ithout erfect, unless it ~as felt to be 100 percent 

sincere. 
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He wanted bGalin to outline Russia 's propos~ls for a world 

set Glement ..•• and say-- quite definjtely whe ther and how the Soviet 

system and cur system can exist peaceably in the same world. 

But that letter ~as never sent to Stalin. 

Att;orney Generc. l Tom Clark wouldn 't permit it. \jhy •••• we 

haven't been told. The letter was made public just twenty-five minutes 

ago. 

Of cou:cse, Dr. Zilard admits t }·.o. t v hat he proposed may sound 

like a "carck-pot" idea. He agrees the chances of its succeed i ng were 

very small from the st~rt. 

But he sc.ys -- ~he wc. y thin _, s are {; Oing now -- only a "miracle" 

will save us from another war •••• and so he's desperately t rying to 

conjur e-up such a "miracle ." 

The tr&~ itional devic es of diplomacy hhven't worked •••• and so 

apparently Dr. z·lard thinks it' s time for us to try some other lliethod. 

-0-
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As "che Big Four Fore .Lgn Ministers sit down to0ethei..'' in L.mdon to 

make a la8 t s t&b a+; writing a peace tr·ea ty for Germcr1y, one of the 

foremost 2.tomic scientists has addi'8ssed an open letter - ove:o their 

:Leads - ··~o Premier Stalin. The letter appear·::: in the De0ember issue 

of the 3u~·-le tin o f A tomi0 Sci ant ist ~, ; just p ubJ.isheJ~ It is \"Jr it +;en 

by Dro Leo Szilard, one of the men who first brought the poss ~.bility 

of the atomic bomb to P!'esidant Rooseveltts attention and then 

playe d a large par·i:; in developing the actuc..l weapon. Sir.ce the 

frontiers of science and the frontiers of poli ·cics so oftE-n 0verlap 

nowa days, i t 1 s not news for an atomic scientist to ~peak his mind 

on v1orld affairs ,. But the proposal Dr" Szilard has made does call 

for special attP-ntion and comment. 

DrQ Szilard points out that Russia and America have now reached a 

complete deadlock on tne question of con trolling atomic ener;;y 

and on almost everything elsec lie fears this deadlock will lead, 

eventually, to a war nobody wants.. He says th& t mast atomic 

scientists share his fearso He says tha t most atomic scientists 

feel that both the United States and the Sov~et Governments are 

purs uing mistaken pulicies; mistaken because they are ~ompletely 

irreconc ileable . He therefore h as ' ;Jr it ten this open letter sugges ·cing 

thatStalin speak directly to the American people at regular 

intervals, perhaps once a month, outlining a general settlement 

that would enable l1ussia and Ame rica to live at peace with each 

other. He also urges Stalin to i n vite President Truman to talk 

fran :d y to t he nus sian people t h rough the Soviet press and radio. 

pd. (MORE) 
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Dr. Szilard speaks for hi1nself alone. H3 does not claim the 

support of any other ato~nic sci entists., The Bulletin i n which 

his le ~ter appears has not endorsed his suggestion. One editor 

co·'ffinen ts that of course Dr. Szilard h a s shovm political i nnocence 

and tha t only a miracle could make his suggestion come tru e. And 

he quotes the I ·ca::i.ian. scientist Dro Fermi as having defined a 

miracle as an event which has only a 10 per cent chance of happ ening. 

Dr. S zilard does not think his prop osal has even one tenth of one 

per c en t of a ch ances but he's t aking it anywayo 

Dr. Szilar d 's lett e::- de s e:::>Yes coPrrnont en two p0:i.nts. Fir st, the 

lay - man cann ot b e raminded too of ten how much the atomic scient.1.sts 

f ear t h e atomic lJ ,Jmbo Second, t l1e proposal that Dr. Szilard 

makes - visionary as it must a ,Jl_Je ar· to the lay::-.1en - m ... ts t h e 

scientist in a new role. Dr. Szilard is not only takin g ~art in 

politics. Be has madE:' the k incl of 9roposal t h at we used to 

associate with the most extreme type of relig ious idealist. The 

Bulle tin to which he contribute s has also printed many articles -

includi n s one in its currant iss ue - favorhble to v1orld ::::;overnment. 

Lik e tl1e case fm· complete 1:1 on-resistan ce in war time the c a s e for 

world _;ove :r•n .·ie n t in tiu e of pea ce is morally unassailable. The 

trouble, according to most of its detrectors, is that it l e aves 

human n atu re out of account.. If so, we he. ·re coma full circle • 

A ce'1t u ry ag o ,, t he sr.i 3:-.tist vJR. S the arch-materialist; the b eliever 

in orthoJo;c r e l i u i on, the arch - idealist. It \"OUld be l.IDfair to 

r e l i:.:; w us idea~.~~- s ts to say t ha t the t vvo have exch anged roles. 

( MOH~ ) 

p d 
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But lt is i'air to say tha~ now _;_t is the idealistic scientist who 

expects men to act lLce g ods., 

Just as t:1.e e.xtr er:"e3 of reli.::;,ion and. science meec in certain 

proposals about the controJ. of aton ic e:1ergy_, so the a to~nic scier.~.ces 

and the science of as troDmny have much :!.n common for the very reason 

that they too deem poles apart .. The Atomic sclentist C.eals with 

comple te~y in vis i'!::>le forces ri:;ht under hi_s nose o The as -::;rono;ner 

deals v.·ith the en t:!.re universe and he soon will te able to see a 

billion li ._:;ht years away., That's the distal1.Ce ·t;hat it takes light 

one billion yea1·s to travel., Yet the a tomic s0:!.entist and the 

as tronor•:e r see the s arne kind of t hing .. They both see s ola1~ sys cems, 

lar6e and s l•1ally .--_:_1 appa:-o:>entl;l obeyi~g the same laws, for the atom 

is s 5.mply a miYJ.ia ture sol?,!' sys tern. A;.--:.d the astronomer .v lik e the 

atomic scientist is also in th-3 n ews these days now !.;hat the great 

200-inch mirror has arri veri. at t:.1e new observa tory on Palomar 

lvloun·::;ain - 1 2 5 miles southeast of Pasader..aJ Californiao You've 

probably read or heard about t~-.1e journey of this rrirror. I t 's twice 

as large as the next larges t r eflector at l'!lou..'l. t '!'Jilson; not f ar 

awayo The Califcrnia lnatitute of ·recr..nolog;y operates both 

telescopes under the single dlrection of Dr~ Ira Bowen who will 

co-oruinate their work. 

The Llount Palomar o~serva tury hns three stories. The new telescope 

has e i6h t mirrors - not l ens es , but mirrors and the b i g 200-inch 

mirror, 24 :i.nches thick and VJei c;h ing 14 and a half tons, is the heart 

of the new ins t:-:>ument. 

(MORE) 
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The Cornin::; Glass works vvhich ~Hade t he wedding prese::1ts t:1a t 

Presi de 1t Truman ar..d l\.mbassador Dougla3 g'lve to ~rinces Elizabeth 

also rnade this J;iar~t ler.s~ It cost ~ ;i 6 00,000 when it was C3.st in 

1935. It woL:..ld cost more than tvrice as much to duplic[.te it today. 

·.rhe f un ds came fro r;1 thA Rockr:;fell e r Four1da tion a"1d the whole project 

is costing 6 li ili ion dollars .. 

(MOR~) 

pd 



Vifhat scientific returns can be expected on tbis invesi...rt'lent '? The 

gia~Y~ Uount; PsJ.oma-r telescope wilJ hA used ·i.io photo:;ra;?h 7arious 

heavenly bodies.. rc r s not built prinariJ.:r for astr:momers to look 

t hrough.. It ~u~_lt p:·:-imarily for them. to take phctog:r•aphs uhi ch 

they can enla!'ge and study., \ Jl1.en i ·c ia :re ady for a.u cual uso -

and ·cha:c p:t.'vbab~-Y ~vill no~ be fer sone 'lfiJeeks liime - astronomr~l"s 

hope ·co ale c:.~:- -u._; at least tr.:r·ee im.por~~ant matters. t;;hey ..:=n.:pec·~ 

to to..l;:e _~hot ographs of th3 p lanet Mar::: that will show v;11.etl1.0r 

Na tm'c or ::; orr1e i orm of life macle its so-called ~:canals," ~c' hey 

expo c ·c to be ablE. to tell wh.:::.t chemi~al el.E.l~1e ':rts exisJc on oth er 

heavenly bo C. ie9 8l1.d i n what qua~l'citlPsa Arv.~ t l'1ey believe c~1ey can 

say fo r c ertain v::Cetll8r o.c not the u11iverse ia expanding .- It so 

happens 'ella t at · -~'le sarr.e time the 200 inch mir·:eo::· ar::·i ve d at Ho unt 

Palo: .~ar , '-:1' . Ha.:Plow Shaplo:r) dire ~ tor of the Harvard Obse:..:vat ory, 

declared iY'I the annual repor·c o:f the Smi thsoaian Institu tion_, 

that the universe IS expanding an.d at a rapid :t."ate, Dr" Shs.p ley 

repo:..--ts that a fo:r·ce that he c a lls nnega~5.-.re gravitation11 cau ses 

vrhole t;alaxie s 1 ilce our 0 1!!11 r·.Iilky Way - and th;?r'e are about a 

hundred billion of them in e.ll - J~..~o f1y apa:r··~ and se :)ara·':;e., l3u.t 

do no·c riorry. You are in ro L1nodiats dan.~er o Developments of 

t his magnitude talte billious of years to work themselves out .. 

rJhat does all t hi s ::i'le an to 'J"OU and me't The no u.nt PaJ.om!lr 

telescope raight throw a 10t of n e vJ lir;ht on po ssible cmnnunication 

amon.3 the p lanets of our OV\'1' solar sys ·~am., It ought to d1 0\7 more 

about t he natur0 of that solax• system ar.C: o.r other solar sys tems 

and galaxiese 

(more) 
fclm 
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And just as the atomic sc i entists found that their rese ~rcl~s 

c on:tinne d tl1e find ings of t he astronomers~ so the astronomers, 

with t h is new Mount Palomar t e le s cope, may help the atomic 

scien tists to learn 1:11ore ab o;.rt t he behavior of atoms and electrons. 

Pure science ~ that i s to say the study of the way t hinss behave -

soon becor.15 appJ. ied science - that is to say mak inG t J.lin;;s behave 

in o.. certain fa :=:;hion. l\strono::15rs c annot do much more a·o out the 

unive rse t h an t he we c. t he r man c an do about the weather . :Cut the 

natural ~n~inciples that the a 3tronomt..r obse rves in t he universe 

aro u ncl us c a n hE<~ p us not only to understand but to control our 

own ~orld and ou~selves. 

Two years a c;o tre Smyth~? r eport on atomi11 energy ups et a l o t of 

our fixed ideas a.o out the physical, P'!.aterial world in n~E ch we 

live . I t sho'IJved us tha"!> ma·ctcr a:nount3 to :nothing uore nor less 

t han concen trated energy . But we found it mu c!1 easier to ad j u st 

ourse lves to this new ide a. t~1an we d5 d to adjust ou..:c>8 e lves to the 

i mplications of the atomic bo ::0 .. In J anuary a book will appear 

whiC.h seems likely tc have t he same effect on some of ou r ch er i shed 

beliefs as the atomic bomb ha(l on t:1e c ity of Hiroshima . 'l1h e book 

is ent itled Sexual Behav ior L1 the Ht1.man I.ia le. It was pr epared 

with funds from tha Rockefeller Foundation by Profes s or ~lfred c. 

Kinsey of the University of Indiana and th~ee associates . I t 

deals v7ith the sex habits of men in the United States. ItJs based 

on 12_.000 detailed personal interviews with men of all ages and 

clas ses f rom all parts of t h e country. 

(more) 
fdm 



The publishing firm of W. B. Sa"Lmders of Philadelphia v1hich 

s pec ializes in medical books is printing 100~000 copies of t he 

first edition. Except in the cases of book club selections 

that r s more copies than almost any comraercial publisher ever prints 

of any book for the general public. Yet Dr. Kinsey r s boolc seems 

sure to become a best-seller. Already it has received considerable 

nevvs paper publicity. Ne xt month most of the leading mas s mac;azines 

as well as several class maga3ines will devote articles to Dr. 

Kinseyrs findlngs. 

The ch ief conclus ions Dr. Kinsey reaches will shock and su.rprise 

a lot of us. He states !l s a fact that in the i r sexual bel1o.vior 

nineteen out of twenty men in the United. States have at some time 

in their lives done somethlnS :lor which they could be crLtinally 

prosecuted. As I say, he bases this statement on 12,000 

int erviews with 12.,000 indivic~uals, Public opinion polls have 

prec icted and reflected human behavior with 98 per cent a ccuracy 

on t he basis of much less ex-c er.sive interviewing - ancl :')r . Einsey 

plans to intervievv a total of lCO_,OOO Americans and produce e ight 

more volumes during the next 25 years. A radio broadcas ·c C:.oes not 

offer t he time, nor is it per~aps the place, to go into detai ls. 

But no coverage of the present frontiers of science can be cor,lplete 

if it does not refer to Dr. ~insey's conclusions and what they 

mean. Freud based his theory :::tnd practise of psychoanalysis on 

the study of about 1 1 000 abnormal patients. Havelock Ellis who 

pioneel"'ed in the sarne field ba:-.:ed his conclusions on about 200 

persons, most of them abnormal too. 

(more) 
fdm 
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But i n tho light of Dr. Kins ey ' ::; findings itts hard to s ay r1h at 

is norr!m l and what abnormal , 'l1h e p eople he t:1 E::ed to ~-m re r~ot 

suffe1•ing f rom ar.y men'Cal or nervous clis orclers o They were lead ing 

averacse lives co But it seems that t he life of t he averas;o __ n erican 

- at any rate his sex life - doe s not always conform with our 

declared standards of behavior. Dr. h insey finds that sex riDrals 

diffel" in d ifferent classes., College grs.duates lead :-.~o r3 

convention al se~~ lives t h an me n Viho did not ge t beyond ~" ibh school . 

( more) 

fcl.r~ 
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High School graduates lead more conventional sex lives than those 

who went only to grammar school. But Dr. Kinsey finds that the 

sex behavior of Americans has not chant;ed much during the past 

fifty years. The notion that we have suddenly become more 

annacipated just isn't so. Apparently our fathers and grandfathers 

cut up just as much as we do - but talked about the c apers even 

less frankly than we do. Dr. Kinsey confirms Dr. Frued who 

maintained that sex plays a larg e part in the lives of children. 

Dr. Kinsey also found that ne a rly all American men establish their 

sex habits in their teens. He doesn't think tl1at joinin3 the army 

and going off to war made much difference. 

Dr. Kinseyrs book will stir up plent·J of controversy.. No doubt 

about that • It v:ill raise innumerable questions. Some people 

will wonder if we are not equally hypocrical about all t;:le seven 

deadly sins. Is the seventh commandment the only one tha~ is more 

honored in the breach than the observance? What would a 

questionnaire on the lyine , ste a line , covering , swearing , and 

. honoring thy father and thy rnother habits of the American people 

show? And how about Dro Kinsey's statement t ~-:tat our sex habits 

have not changed much in several generations? Isn't the real 

point, perhaps, that no one >vould have thought of compiling such 

a book a couple of generations a g o? \'tho would have published it? 

How many popular magazines would have given its contents a 

circulation running into the millions? And what would radio -

if there had been radic- have done? VJhat, for that matter, will 

radio do when the full details of Dr. Kinsey's findings reach 

the public? There, in this frank facing of disagreeable facts 

that our ancestors ducked; there is perhaps the real revolution 

in contemporary morals that Dr. Kinsey has hastened along. ras 
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Medical science has brought t vv o more diseases more nearly under 

control~ A te am of doctors of the New York State Department of 

Health has trackeG. dovm the virus that causes i~testinal flu. 

:r:t i s found in contaminated milk., water and food, A..'1.d another 

team of war·cime sc:'.ent:i.sts snnounces as cure for mala:"ia that 

works 95% of the time. (Itts used with quinine and has pr oved 

the most powerful antim3.larial dr".lg in existence ....... al'ld the 

least poisonous, tooc) 

ra.s 
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s1nce we had separate He had been a li ut·na t, in he A r~ru: my and in the 
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l:l. ... ~ o e 1 ·i tt .... d · .f 'j ... t ' ... 1:1hi. ·1: 
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G. ussi::m to go 
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diff'i~ t t~ et of !L~ler ::n Ln 

~ • een _. mericans ::.no. Rt.tSt$iane , no s:ru not encuiL 1-0r~d 'r,y the 

'5 anda.o 

heAp ., ·ing abuu cr 1Ch an in er nanga cf hough·;. Tha difticul'i:iies which stand in 
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in vie'W o!: their special responsibi ... ity it is perhaps not unna:tu!'al that atomic 

scientist sho:J.ld wish to assist in ·the implementation of: some significant endea·, or 

aimed at the permanen·;:, eetablishment, of peaCle. 
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LF.TT'ER 'I'C '1. HE EDI'i.'OES 

November 10, 19J,,7 

Dear Sit-s: 

! am 1~ lee.s:L g tile e.rt:.cle triJot.ter to Stalin" fol"' publication today 

since I n.o lo1'1ger hav, much hope th.et. i-t -w:tl1 bB possible ultima:i:A:ly t o obtain 

the govcl"DTG.ent ij a parm.i.sslon l~equest~a. in my letter addressed t,o the Attorney 

Genet•a.J. ., I had d:l.e;cv.ssed this ax,...dcle with quite <:1. nu ... tnbel" of pez·eon5 outside the 

atomic scientists movcmo:n-t, and perhaps soz.c of ·~he questions raised, and t he 

obj sc·tions made, :loserv-;, to be :recorded bore'" 

One obj · ct.j.on tcok t11 . stor(;o·typad form of 11ifuy do you address youz-sel.f 

to Stalin? '1.\ihy dci'l~-~ you H1'ite to FJ.'esidont Tr·uiiian? 11 Cu:riously enough, this very 

same phl•e.se H·as u.-.od by t~;o g::roups of pg:csona -- ·iihose t.rhose outlook is close to 

that of the J.ld.w.i" 't...Jtj,'&.t:i.on and those 1l~ft tvin ·ers 11 lJho oppose the foreign policy 

of the Administration,, Hhil~ these tl,iO groups usa the V(gry same phrase , they do 

not 9 of courae, mean th0 ~3a:me thing a.t allo 

The nleft wingarsu mean that by i-Jri"l~ing such a "l.Gt tern I am acknogl edging 

that Stalin ia ·tho rr:~al obstacle to peace and I BJll neglect ing t o mention that 

aetions on the paxt of our own Administ:catim'l have contri but £d to, or have been 

largely TG~ponsible for~ the present distu~bing situation~ 

Those sharing ·the ll.dministrD:t.ion ~ a point of. viaw seem t o feel that 9 by _ 

addressing myself t.o Stalin, I run a cknowledging that s·talin has a gr eater dG~sire for 

peace, or has a g:'l~eate~ .. · ability to recog-.trlze t he :r:-igbt pat h to ~ace, or else bas s. 

great er power to bri ug £.tbout a change t han President Truman or his administr ationo 

These men w:l.J~ also say t o me t hat t hose \.rho aro in charge of guiding American 

f oreign policy arG men of great. ability 1:1ho have an intense dosire for peace ., And 

if I accept t his view as corre~t == t hey say t o me ~ then I ought to propose to 

Stal i n (if I must propose anything ·t;o him at all) that he make a comprehensive offer 

to the Admini st ration, r ather t han t hs;t. he a.ddrcss himself to the American people" 

My answer to them is, of course, that their view of our policy=makere -

which i ncidentally is shar ed by the majority of the American people 9 as stated in 



~ raths:..' than on ours, In my '17Letter" I lw.ve, ther Soxc, suggested a @curse 

of action 'tJhich 1\'lr. Stalin can follow even thou.gh his viow :may differ from ourso 

I suggested ·t,he.t if and \vhem he has a case == a.nd at present there is :no ease 

before un --~ he can take it to the highest a:uthorH,y in Ar.'lerica = the A:me?ican 

people~ 
wite 

W:r.y did I no·l:./~~ to l·f:ro Trmna:.11'? F1.:cst of all, because I cannot say 

issuer:J ·W1e fuJ.ssia.n governmont t-rould i'>espond favo:rab1y ~ I cam'lot possil~ly have rmy 

basis for .kno-,,dng hotv the Russian (:;overllm.Emt i170Uld respond "to a:n.y such a.pproachc 

On the other hand~ I ~ say hoH I believe the American people Hould respo~"l.d to a 

new approach on ·the part of 1::;he Russian govEJrn'ffiZn:~., 

Moreoverll whi.le I would not t-rlsh to say that the conduct of our m.m 

foreign policy couJ.d in 110 \-ray bs improved upon under present. circumstances$ I do 

no·c believe that ·the p:rcblem r..rhich faces ·i:rhe world today e~m be solved at the level 

of foreign policy in the na."('1'0w sense of the "terl'l.<. by the Administration; nor do I 

believe that it :ts ui thin the pot.rer of ·t.he Admin:i.at:rai~ion to offer to the world a 

sa·tisf'a.ctory solution of this px·ohl~:m tvi thout the full suppo~·t of the Amaries.n 

people for e. bold and constructive solution.. Since I have developed these thoughts 

in a previous ar-ticle 11Calling f'or a Crusadef' t.rhich appeared in the April~y 

issue of the BULT~TIN I neec1 not again go int.o ~his point hereo But I might 

perhaps add that today it no longer seems l:i.kely ·that popular support or popular 

pressure fo~ a bold and constructive solution will be forthcoming unless the people 

would have reason to believe that they could expect the Russian government to be 

eooperative .. 

Leo SZilard 



. IV:ro .Si:;alin enibvd:r:O.:t.g ·i:.he thought:::; containod i11 ths encloeed e.rt.:l.c:le and would seek 

so;nG uay o:: t•~ansF1.i ttiil[~ cur:h e. letter to tira th:mugh tht good off~.CGS of some 

.!.. , •• 
t•O :.1 . .l1IL, 

p:r.op:!n" a:nd d~lsira.b:'.e e:h:.<nnel I HOUld probaoly umnt. to p©st.p(:>ne indo f'ini tely the 

publicatlon of th'!i art-ic1o,. 

The en©losed article dor~s not tm.wh. c;:o. any f.rpecifh~ dispute or controversay 

with the United St. ate s and the letter uhi.ch I ~muld S2!1'.\•:; to l'<h" o Stalin \Wuld mer-ely 

·think trw~t t.J.i!l transmissi-:Jn of sui::h a lcttEn~ r,rould not corne under the Logan .Act, of 

1799,, O.c the other ht:md~ you might t.hiuk that the t.ransmisslo:a of such a. le·r.t®r 

wi'c,h ·t;he Logan Actt I am. herovJit,h making tho formal request for pa:tm.ission ©';." 

aut.ho:d ty of :,he Govo:rtunent f'c,r the ·\i~~ansmissior. of' su.ch a let·ter L11 fue mea11ing of 

the Ae-:.o 
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Mr. Thomas Finletter 
Coudert Brothers 
2 Rector Street 
New York, N. Y. 

D~ar Mr. Finletter: 

1128 EAST FIFTY-NINTH STREET 

CHICAGO 37, ILLINOIS .._,,.0 
October 6, 1947 

I was doing a li tUe biology this summer, and when I got to New York 
City about the middle of August, the symptoms of the present strained 
political situation struck me with full force. 

I am enclosing the manuscript of an article enti tied "Letter to Stalin" 
and a copy of a letter wbich I have written to Secretary IIAarshall. Both 
have been submitted to the BULLETIN for publication. 

I wonder whether you could find time to read the article and to scrutinize 
the letter addressed to Marshall. 

The present plan is to have the article and the letter to Marshall printed 
in the next issue of the BULLETIN, w~ich should appear around the 28th of 
October. Advance copies are being sent to a number of people by the 
BULLETIN with a request of commenting on it. The comments would be, if 
possible, printed in the same issue of the BULLETIN. 

It is felt that if this article were accompanied by good comments on the 
part of persons whose voice carries weight, the chance that the article 
might have a good effect would be considerably increased. It is not ex
pectee that all people who have been asked to send in comments will be 
in a position to say that they approve of the contents of the article. 
Comments which lfould draw attention to the seriousness of the situation 
would also be helpful and could by implication express approval of the 
decision to write such an unusual ~rticle and to take such an unusual 
step as writing the letter to Marshall. 

If you feel you can make some comment ~hich might be useful if published 
along with the article, please address it, either in the form of a letter 
or a telegram, to the BULLETIN GF 'IHE ATGMIC SCIEN'IISTS. They would 
presumebly be in a position to have it print~d in the same issue. Such 
comments ought to be received, if possible, by October 10 and not later 
than Monday, October 15. 

I would, of course, be very much interested also in any private comments 
you might care to make and which you may send me directly. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szile.rd 
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MIDWAY 10082 

Mr. Marshall MacDaffie 
c/o Blair & Cgden 
20 Exchange Place 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr. MacDuffie: 

1128 EAST I"'IFTY-NINTH STREET 

CHICAGO 37, ILLINOIS 

..... 0 

October 6, 1947 

I was doing a li ttJ.e biology this SWDiller, and when I got to New York 
Ci cy- about the middle of August, the symptoms of the present strained 
political situation struck me with full force. 

I am enclosing the manuscript of an article entitled "Letter to Stalin" 
and a copy of a letter which I have written to Secretary Marshall. Both 
have been submitted to the BULLETIN for publication. 

I wonder whether you could find time to · read the article and to scrutinize 
the letter addressed to Marshall. 

The present plan is to have the article and the letter to Marshall printed 
in the next issue of the BULLETIN, which should appear around the 28th of 
Cctober. Advance copies are being sent to a number of people by the 
BULLETIN with a request of commenting on it. 'Ihe comments would be, if 
possible, printed in the same issue of the BULLETIN. 

It is felt that if thl.s article were accompanied by good comments on the 
part of persons whose voice carties weight, the chance that the article 
might have a good effect would be considerably increased. It is not ex
pected that all people who have been asked to send in comments will be 
in a position to say that they approve of the contents of the article. 
Comments which would draw attention to the seriousness of the situation 
would also be helpful and could by implication express approval of the 
decision to write such an unusual article and to take such an unusual 
step as writing the letter to Marshall. 

If you feel you can make some comment which might be useful if publi'shed 
along with the article, please address it, either in the form of a letter 
or -a telegram, to the BULLETIN OF THE A'IOMIC SCIENTIST.S. They would 
pres\Jllably be in a position to have it printed in the same issue. Such 
comments ought to be reeeived, if possible, by October 10 and not later 
than Mond~, October 13. 

I would, of course, be vecy much interested also in any private comments 
you might care to make and which you may send to me directly. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 
P .s. I sm sending an identical letter to Theodore Waller. 
. • . • . i 

I 
I 
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Mr. James G. Patton 
National Farmers Union 
5501 E. 46th Avenut 
Denver, Colorado 

Dear Mr. Patton: 

October 6, 1947 

I was doing a little biology this sumner, end when I got to New York 
City about the middle of August, the symptoms of the present strained 
political situation struck me with full force. 

I am enclosing the manuscript of an article entitled "Letter to Stalin• 
and a copy of a letter wr..ich I have written to Secretary Marshall. Both 
have been submitted to the BULLETIN for publication. 

I wonder whether you could find t~e to read the article ~nd to scrutinize 
the letter addressed to ~arshall. 

The present plan is to have the article and the letter to Marshall printed 
in the next issue of the BULLETI:~, wl->ich should appear around the 28th of 
October. Advance copies are being sent to a number of people qy the 
BULLETIN with a request of commenting on it. The comments would be, if 
possible, printed in the same issue of the BULLETI~. 

It is felt that if this article were accompanied b,y good comments on the 
part of persons whose voice carries weight, the chance that the article 
might have a good effect ~auld be considerably increased. It is not ex
pected that all people who have been asked to send in comments will be 
in a position to say that they approve of the contents of the article. 
Comments which would draw attention to the seriousness of the situation 
would also be helpful and could by implication express approval of the 
decision to write such an unusual article and to take such an unusual 
step as writing the letter to marshall. 

If you feel you can make some comment which might be useful if published 
along with the article, please acnress it, either in the form of a letter 
or a telegram, to the BULLETIN GF TBE ATGMIC SCIENTISTS. They would 
presunably be in a position to hEJ.Ve it printed in the same issue. Such 
comments ought to be received, if possible, b,y October 10 and not later 
than Monday, October 1~. 

I would, of course, be very much interested also in any private comments 
you might care to make and which you may send me directly. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard. 
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Professor Linus Pauling 
'Department of Chemis~ry and Chemical Engineering 
California Inst-L tute of Technology 
Pasadena, CAlifornia 

Dear Pauling: 

October 4, 1947 

I was doing a little biology this summer, and when I got to New York 
City about the middle of August, the s~ptoms of the present strained 
political situation stnlck me with fUll force. 

I am enclosing the manuscript of an article entitled "Letter to Stalin" 
and a copy of a letter which I have written to Secretary Marshall. Bo)h 
have been submitted to the BULLETIN for publication. 

I wonder whether you could find time to read the article and to scrutinize 
the letter address ed to Marshall. 

The present plan is to have the article and the letter to Marshall printed 
in the next issue of the BULLETIN, which should appear around the 29th of 
October. Advance copies are being sent to a number of people by the 
BULLETIN with a request of com,enting on it. The comments would be, if 
possible, printed in the same i ssue of the BULLETIN. 

It is felt that if this article were acco~panied by good comments on the 
part of persons whose voice carries weight, t~e chance that the article 
rrdght have a good effect would be considerably increased. It is not expected 
that all people who have been asked to send in comments will be in a posi
tion to say that they approve of the contents of the article. Comments 
which would draw attention to the seriousness of the situation would also 
be helpful and could by implication express approval of the decision to 
write such an unusual article and to tak~ such an unusual step as writing 
the letter to Marshall. 

If you ~'31 you can make SOT!le comment which might be useful if published, 
please address it, either in the forM of a letter or a telegram, to the 
BULLETIN 0 F THE ATO.HC SCIENTISTS. They would presumably be in a position 
to have it printed in the same issue. Such comments ought to be received, 
if possible, by October 10 and not lat~r · than Monday, October 13. 

I would, of course, be very MUch interested also in any private comments 
you might care to make and whi ch you may send to me directly. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 
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Mr. Theodore Weller 
c/o Robert Frase 
Great Falls Road 
Falls Church, Virginia 

Dear Mr. WRller: 

1126 EAST FIFTY-NINTH STREET 

CHICAGO 37, ILLINOIS 

....... 0 

October 4, 1947 

I was doing a little biology this summer, and when I got to New York 
City ahout the middle of August , the sympt~s of the pr~sent strained 
political situation struck me with full force. 

I aT11 enclosing the manuscript of an article entitled "Letter to Stalin 11 

and a copy of a letter which J have written to Secretary Marshall. Both 
have been submitted to the BULLETIN for publication . 

I l·:onder whether you could find time to read the article and to scrutinize 
the letter a&:lressed to Y..~a.rshall. 

The present plan is to have the article and the letter to Marshall printed 
tn the next issue of the B!JLLETP.: which should appear arrund the 28th of 
October. Advance copies are heing sent to a numb0r of pe(']'le by the 
BUT....LETIN with a r equest of coTJl!Tienting on it. The comrr!ents would be, if 
possible, printed in the same is0ue of the BtiTLETIN. 

It is felt that if t his article were accompanied by good comments on the 
part of perso s whose voice carries we i ght, the chance that the article 
might have a good effect would be considerably increased. I t is not expected 
that all people who ~'lve been asked to send in COTT'JIIents will be in a posi
tion to say that they approve of the contents of the article. Co~ents 

\.rhicl-J. vould dTc>.w atte:1tion to the seriousness of the situation , .• ould also 
be helpful and could by implicat ion express approval of the decision to 
write such an unusual article and to take such an unusual step as uriting 
the letter t o Mar shall. 

If you f eel you can make some comment which might be useful if published 
along with the article, please addres s it, either i n the fo~ of a l~er or 
a telegram, to the BULLETIN OF T!1E ATOHIC SCIENTISTS . They would presumably 
be in a pos i. tion to have it printed in the same lssue. Such CQlT!TlJen ts ought 
to be received, i f possible, by October 10 and not later than Monday, -
October 13. 

I •,..rould, of course, he very much t'1teres ted also in any private comments 
you migh t care to make and w~ich you may send to me directly. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 
P.S. I am sending an identical 1'3t,".er to Mflrshall MacDuffie. 
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Mr. Gilbert F. White 
Haverford College 
Haverford, Penn~jlvania 

Dear Mr. White: 

uctober 6, 1947 

I was doing a little biology this summer, end when I got to New York 
City about the middle of AuguHt, the symptoms of the present strained 
political situation struck me with full force. 

I am enclosing the manuscript of an article entitled "Letter to Staline 
and a copy of a letter which I have written to Secretary Marshall. Both 
have been submitted to the BULLETIN for publication. 

I wonder whether you could find time to read the article and to . scrutiaize 
the letter ~ddressed to Marshall. 

The present plan is to have the article and the letter to Marshall printed 
in the next issue of the BULLE'I1 N, which should appear around the 28th of 
October. Advance copies are being sent to a number of people qy the 
BULLETIN with a request of commenting on it. The comm€nts would be, if 
possible, printed in the same issue of the BULLETIN. 

It is felt that if this article were accompanied by good comments on the 
part of persons whose voice carries weight, the chance that the article 
might have a good effect would be considerably increased. It is not ex
pected that all people who have been asked to send in comments will be 
in a position to say that they approve of the contents of the article. 
Comments which would draw attention to the seriousness of the situation 
would also be helpful and could by implication express approval of the 
decision to write such an lli~usual article and to take such an unusual 
step as writing the letter to Marshall. 

If you feel you can make some comment which might be useful if published 
along with the article, please address i~ either in the form of a letter 
or a telegram, to the BULLETIN OF THE ATOMIC SCI~~TISTS. They would 
prestUnably be in a position to have it printed in the same issue. Such 
comments ought to b~ received, if possible, by October 10 and not later 
than Mondl\], October 15. 

I would, of course, be very much interested also in any private commE:nts 
you might care to make and which you may sEnd me directly. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 
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The Honorable Geor£e c. l:!arshall 
Secretary of State 
Department of State 
~.·ashin~; ton, D.c. 

Vy dear 1-:r. Secretary: 

New YMkOjJ~ 
ROOM .SiS, 625 MADISON AVII. 

NEW YORK 22, N. T. 

PlaoM ELDORADO 5-0110<6 

October 11, 1947 

Our colleague, Dr. Leo Szilard, whose deep interest 
in the welfare of free people has often found expression, as 
in his very important part in the development of the atomic 
bomb, has sho1vn us, the Trustees of the Y.mergency Committee of 
Atomic Scientists, a lett er that he has written for transmittal 
to W.r. Stalin. \'!e desire to support his request that he be per
mit ted to transmit this letter to r.~r. Stalin throur.h channels 
chosen by him. In givinc this support to Dr. Szilard's request, 
the Emergency Coml"Ji ttee po i nts out that Dr. Szilard 1 s appeal 
is his ovm personal creation, and does not necessarily repre
sent the opinion of the Committee itself. Nevertheless the 
Committee feels that the state of international affairs at 
present is such that a ~ersonal effort of this sort is worth 
attempting, even though the chance of success m~ be very small. 

We have the honor to remain, 

Ver,y truly yours, 

-1.~~. 

'~~~ 'st~ln 
innan 

Philip M. ~:orse 
Acting Executive Director 



Ooto'ber 14, 1947 

the R~aora'ble Oe.i•• C. MaJ"ehall 
Seoretny tJf Sbd 
Waah1~n, D. c. 
DeAr Sirt 

nr. LM lztlart\ hu I"Md aa arltole ~~ Jail 
:,o the Mll1nlt\1'at1Ye Oolllllll\tee ot the re4efttloa of 
Allanaan Soten\11tt a\ ita laa\ •aeUJIC• Dr. Sallan 
lntormec:\ ua that he p1Mne4 to atsk :rcmr perata•lea te 
aana a letter 'baa.a oa thta article to rr..ter S\alla. 

We 'belt_.e \hAt Dr. SwUaJ'4' 1 f'tMtUeat ahoa14 
'be cruted 'beoauae hta latter M7 ••rn • uweM parpo .. 
a\ \hta Ol"iUa.l Ume. 

RIMaml.b 

Beapeottally ~. 

Bober\ •· ManMJc 
Obalr.a 

--

·-



ucto0et' N, 1947 

Dear Rabinowitchr 

lnoloaed ie the final copy of mr art1cle. As you .tll 

sse, everything has b~en removed which could bP. conetrued 

as a ori ticiem of our forei g"l policy. 

I u Yery anxious to get et An early date e Russian 

tJ•I9 n l!lltttion froru you. Siace you cion• t hAYtt a typewriter, 

1 would plan on lt 'lVi ng pho t o copies aade of your manu

ecri nt. i!hen the article appears in the Bulletin, the 

full text will i.lluD ediately be r cpri:ltcc in Russia-:1 i n 

Bu~Aky-Goloa--t~e NPW Xork Russian newspRper. Pr. Kriaken, 

i te director, was exceedi :!gl y ent't':udastic about tl':e 

~t.rticle and • ·ante to carry it. t'i he t.hcr it. will bf.' possible 

for me to make- any o UH.'r u~e of your tra~u~htion I do 

'lOt k :1ow. 1 am 1 ryin(€ to Cl('nr the si tUAtiou with the 

go•ernment, but I don't beli eve tha t the anwwer ~ill 

come through eerly enough to j usti fy furt h .:;; r postpone-

ment of the publica tion i n the Bull etin. lbtura.lly, 1 

eJI anxious to gt t a ira.lsla liuu which does no~- lose the 

fine points and doea not 0es troy the bal~nce of th e 

a.rticlc . 

I hgve written sometr i g el se, not tor publication, which 

will aausf: you, and 1 am iJOi ~g to ·:send you A copy "'B 

soon F.! S I h~Ye 1 t. t yped . 1 t rlescrl hes my 1r1Al s s & •ar 

criminal s f t er the third worlct war. 

Si :1cerely, 

Ll!lo StUard 

---- -·--~-- -------------------



The Honorablo Tom c. Clark 
At t-o. 11oy Co@neral 
Dopar¥.Jl"Ont of State 
'tie: hington, D, c .. 

M,.y dear Mr ~ C.J ark~ 

1155 &, 57th St. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Ootobn1· 25 $ 1.947 

Znelosoo is a ~opy or an article entitled "J,otter t o Stalin" which l have submitted to 

th(' ULLET!i\ 0", 't'liE ATONIC SCIENTISTS ~or publication., 

U' it wer 1n evary reepeet proper for rna to do so$) I would write a letter to Mr. Stalin 

emho1ying th~ thoup,hts contained in the enclosed article and would seek some V&J ot trane
mit ting such a. let.ter to him through the good otficea ot s ome prominent pWBan who ie lmown 

~o h:tm. It "'rcruld be my hcpe that if my l~t-tor were t ransmitted t o Mr. Stalin in such a !DILIUlel' 

h., o:.r~'lc\ perooive the genuine anguish ,vhit".h pTt.Wfll'lted my wri ting it and that he might theretere 

\ I 

I f such letter wera :: n faet to be transmitt,ed to Mr. Stal.ln t hrough BaDe proper and 

d(!!~ira le <"'hFl <!l I ~ould rob.'lbly want to ptlAtpunl!l indefinitely the publication ot the article 

' ,, he anclopad ax•ticl does not touch an any e Acit·lc di~pute or controversy with the 

Un1 •. ~ tas end tho le .t.gr to~hieb I would ennd to Mr .. Stalin vould msre~ follow its text., 
noss~.bly shortened by 4}m.iBsionso YO?.t m&;y, in the circumstances, think that the trani!Dd.saioa 

\ · r :mf0h a letter vauld not .:O'II!.e under tha Logan A."t o~ 1799 ~ On the other hand 1 you might 

think that tho transmission of such a letter might come under t he Logan Act or some other 

similar act and therefore , in accordance with the Logan Aot , I am herewith making the tonal 
oqul'let for permission or a.uth,ori ty of the Goverrun~nt for the transmiseion or such a letter 

in U\~ manning of the Acto 

1 am enclosing en endorsemm1t of m;y request addressed t o the Seeretaey ot State on behalf 

of t , Trusteoe of the Em19rgeney Ccmr.dttee of AtOI!lic Scientists .. The original ie signed bJ 
Pr .r ssor Albert Einstein of tha Insti tut~ for Aowaneed Study , as Ch&itman and Dr~· Philip M~ 
Morse~ Director of the Brackhaven National Laboratory~ ae A~ting Executive Director of' the 
CQ!mn1c t ee c 

Ce?y: 
The Secretary of Stat e 

Very truly ;yours, 

Leo Szilard 



The Honorable Georp Co Marshall 
Seereta.ry of State 
Department of State 
Wa~hington, Do C. 

My dear Mre Secretary: 

NOT FOR RELEASE~ 
1155 Eo 57th St. 
Chicago, Ill. 
October 25, 1947 

Encl•s~ is, for your information, a letter a~nt by ms to th2 Attorney General in Which 

I request the perm.tseim of the Gove~ant to tranemit a le~tter to Mre Stalin that vould 

follow the text of an article (possibly ahor e ed by O!IIieeiona) which I have submitted to 

the BULLETIN OF THE ATOMIC SCIENTISTS for pub ication.o A copy ot ·tbe article, entitled 

"tatter to Stalin", is also enclosed. 

J am, or course, not asking for any el'ldorD9l !3Ylt of my position by the Department of 

s~~te and I am d1r8ct1ng my r~queet for formal permission to transmit such a letter to 

Mro Stalin to the Attorn~ General rather then to you 9 1n order to avoid C&lBing e;ny 

embarrassment to your department Q I voold appr. ciate -rory much, however, yrur exami.Ding 

this caae on ite merits and advising the AttornGy General of your conclusions, since I 

believe that this might. make it easier for t. • Attorney General to give a 'favorable reply 

to my r8quest., 

The enclosed article takes the view tha.t tt Stalin ·took the initiative and adopted a. 

new line of al'proaoh towards the Un:tted st.B.tes, C\llminating in a canprehensive otter on 

his part for a general settlement» bG could rosolv~ the prasent deadloeko On this basis 

thft article makes a number of specific suggestions relating to procedure~ 

I am enclosing an ondoreemont of m::r request addressod to you on behalf or the Trustees 

of the Emergency Committee of Atomic Sci~nticts which is eignod by Pror~esor Albert 

Einstein of the Institute for Adftncsd Study, !'.1! Chairman, and Dr ., Philip M. Moree, 

Director ot the Brookhaven National Laboratory, as A~ting Executive Director ct the 

Committee., 
Very truly )"'Urs, 

Leo SillaN 



THE LOGAN ACT 

7p F~ C. A. Title 18p § 6 

5. (Criminal C-:xle , ao::t1on 5, amended ,. ) Criminal ~orresP d~n~e with for oign gcvernmenta; redr~ss ot private injuries a -::•3pLoo ••• Ever;r citizen of the Unit~d States, whether aetua.l.lr rotlident or ab dine "'it.hin th snl'le, or in any place subj ec t to the jurisdir.tion ther::Jot, o:r in MY f oreign eountryR wo, withwt t.hH p~r'mission or t'\'Jthori ty of the Government, directly or indire.,tly, c:'!C1ll11l<!lnees or t".errica on any verbal or vt•itten 
"lPrr(">sponucnee or int~rconr~a Hlth ~,. foreign government or 8117 
offiter.>~ or agot'lt th .raof, l-r-l.th on intant t o infiuen~e the 
. ~~~oe or on0uet of any forotrn gowarnment or or an~ orticer or ag~mt ther(3of, in relation t ':> any di!:lput es or eontroversies u:tth th@! tfnit.,d States, or t -o til'lfAat t he measures of" the 
Gt\'!'ernment of the Uni tod Stntos; and ev~ry pers01.11 being a 
~ 1 h;l"l of Oll' J•asicknt "''i.th n .. 1 e Un ted States or in any place anbjeet. t,o the juril'lr1i(!~ion thn~·aof s and not, duly au thorieed, 
"'h<:~ P~ s~ls, a-dvieos, or ~.~sinto in eey ruch correspondonce 
,vi th such :tnt~n.t~ ahnll he 1'111.0'' not mor e than $5 .,000 and 
'lr.lt',. onoc not mer''~ t.ba.n thr.eo yen.ra ; but nothing in this section 
~·mu be const:Mled tc abrtdr;e the right of a citizen t.o apply, 
~ ~ self o:r !11 n :>r,ont, t.~ any f n:r0ign gov~rnment or the agents 
t,h-.r~of.· f.nr r~c1:r-r::ss of' B.n:r ir1Sm."Y lrrll"'h ho may have sustained f'rn<n '1-::;h ~O"'Al'!:''UBI1t, or a-,y of .ts e.gGnts or subjects.. {R .. S.B 
5335 ; 1"ar. /t, 0 .909, ~ " 321, S 5, )5 Stat., 1088; Apr .. 22, 1932, e. 12S" 47 st~t. 132a) 

R. S~ ~ 5335 !~om Aot Jan. 30. 1799, c. 1, 1 Stat& 613. 



CONFIDENTIAL! NOT FOR RELEASE ~ 

COPY FOR BULLETIN 

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF AN ARTICL ~ ENTITLED "LETTER TO STALIN" WHICH 

HAS BEEN SUBMITTED FOR PUBLICATION TO Tqr; DUL~~HE ATOMIC SCIENTISTS BY 

DR~ LEO SZII.ARDa IN THIS ARTICLE DR. SZILARD Mlli"ES AN APPEAL FOR STALIN TO TAKE THE 

INITIATIVE AND ADOPT A NEW LINE OF APPROCAH -. NE f BOTH IN SUBSTANCE AND METHOD -

'l'OWARD THE UNITED STATES, CULMTI~ATIUG IN A GOAPREHENSIVE OFFER ON STALIN ~ s PART FOR 

A GENERAL SE'l'TLEMENT WITHIN THE FRJ\ME\~ORK Q,• A . OST.-..WAR RECOHSTRUCTION OF THE W'ORLDo 

. 
THE PROBLEM TO BE SOLVEDo 

I take the step of vri ting thio ~r·t+.c ·" botJ'luoe I em de•ply .oncerneCl about 

the deterioration of Rueaian~Am~r!c;m r.<!l ations, and also b~®use 1 b&ieTe that the 

general eentimont which moYOs mo to t1i~ a~tion in shared by. tho majority of the 

atomit) scientists who take e.n active interest i n !nl"1.tt.ere of. public policy., 

The steady de~ter1orat1on of Russlrulr-AJ!'or iea raJ.ations has many disturbing 

aspc<Sts, but perhaps none is aa s0rioos ns thP laoti·~a offect which it may haY~ on 

the minds of the American peoplop a e ~ell a3 the minds of tho p0\tple in Europe and 

elsBwhere in t he world ~ 

Herd' in America more and mor·'l men '.f~ .11 3a7 to mn in private conYerea.tion that. 

war 11ith Rueaia is 1 eTitable ., Those ::''!: .en '·•ho r.~\9 eapahl€ of thinking independently 

and aro not guided by whatever edltor a'~.• they may r ad in their D81.,Yepa l'S o To me 

t.he1r at ti tv.de ia a eymptom of' gravo da11r;m: be ,.;t•use ( 1.,~e the Americ!an pQoplc close 

t.hsir minds on th s aubject \rar 9 1n fae· ... , "'Ul hava ber.om inrnitabla" 

There are those 1/ho argue that the!' t8 r o d"i't' r of an early war beoause at 

pr~sent Russia is too week to start one and thore is no pr~Codent for ths United Stat es 

embarking on a pre.,.entive vm.r " Thet thor~ i s no eouch prec~d nt is 11 of c:~ours&, trua; • 
but neither hava the Am0r c n p~opla c~or bcfor~ been in a position where they had 

t.(} rear that if they remain paesiva dul!"ine a p1~o· .. ra ,t.~d period of unaasy peao• they 



~2 

may li e 1.o se1' th-e de.y \.shen war -~ 11' ! t branks cru.t. -- will be brought to their 

home~l nd ., 

I do not mean to ea,; tha.t th~ Un:l. ~rl St.a s rna.y etart a pr eYentive wa.r against 

R JIJ£Oia itM.n t'he ne '!'. :l.x mcnt.b.s; wh'tt I 1"11"' .n 1;o aa.y i s t hat if the present trend 

~·., t.in\lelS f'or six month 9 a fnto.fu.l chan ,o might take r oot in the mi.rrls ot the 

f or:l.csn po<~ople and the sitbnti .n ·rould t1an b-9 beyond r emedy. Thereafter it vClUld 

tr. Nly e. question of time - vo. few ~h..,rt ~oars, perhaps - until the peaee would 

'·~ at the m rcy of s f>ma Yugosln"f ~l'lsrnl in ·the Balkans or some Amerioaa admiral la 

h .. Medlt rranea.n w o Tl"'l wilfully or itn:·O'.:~g bungling ereate an ineident that will 

l11~vitably tlB lt in w r" If th pt·~s m . trr.md conti nues for six months, more 

t'·~ ly thfl.n not 11 th r. rther eourM of e v-ontA '·Ji ll b., aut or the control or the twe 

g ernments in ol'i·ed. 

The mn.in r so for t, pr~a nt rand in the fac t that two years have passed 

s'Ln~o th encl of th0 v.s.r an no ap r~P- e . a.h:to progr eas has been made toward a settlement~ 

· l . ia. e.nd tho Un:tted S ... t a h.av rsach®c1 a d ad.lo~Ck., 

All this dO< a not ccm0 as a surpriAo t-o t oet. of us vho had worked in the field 

, ..• · e.t..()mic \9 nergy durin~ , e lmr and hod :.imo tc adjust our th1.nldng to tha im.pliea.Ucms 

f th bomb., It ,.,, s cl·'ar from th0 st-ar~ that t e existence of the bomb and the 

l'HUiner. in Hhich it ~s ua()d vould ot ma.kC!l the a ttlement easiar but rather more 

diff i culto Wtl knew t hat thra \..rorld could be sa.ved f r om another war only if' both the 

Unj t oo States and Rns eia WQr e able t o rieq~ above the rsituation and 1/rJNbefor• thia 

~~ come to pass ono of them trl.ll l'mve t o taks the leado 

Si tua.tlons of' thifl gon r al t r(! <' wi th?Ut precedent in history; thtt7 

l~cur also on occnsion in the 1 vee of 1ndi v dual . 11 and the story of one such occurreHe . 

n .ce a very deep lmpNsston on m ,., In 19.30Q t ,,,«tlvo year s s.rtsr the end or the Firat 

'lor ld I~~Ar, I met a cla ssmate of min and we ta.U :ed o_r what had happened to A'Afl ,qt/ ua 



. ""~ ve had separa ted" He had been a lieu11-.~naat in the Austrian Army, and 1!l tb.e 

.last days of the wr i n the Carpathian MO>Jnta.i.ne he vas in charge of' a patrol ., OM 

mo ng they heard by 'Way of :rumor that an a rmistice had been conoluded, but being 

n1 t off from eommunicati <m.e they ware u :1a.ble to obtain confirmation ., They rode CIUt 

n o :rol dut.y s.e uaue.l 0 and as th~y mf)rgf.ld .f't-0111 the f or est , th•y found them8el'h• 

fl t .ancHng f ,!9 to fac w:l.th a RuBB an patrol in ch".rge of an officera The two of'fi•era 

gr bbec1 tbstr g ns cmd~ frozon in this position, the two pat rols remained far 

Ul\~unted a eonde <> SUdd nly th Russian offiMr smil~d and his band went to hia oap 

nalut61 " . y fri nd r turned t tr1 salut e, and both patrols turned back their horses., 

Perhaps by v:r-1 ting hie tj~tt. · rtt tod y I mP.y ma.k s ane slight amends for rq 

f (' lrmd £a ta.r~Uneee ~ for in thoc ~ronblnd tim "'EI 1 t. il!l not w1 thout some personal risk 

Today Ru~aia o.nd I ~r1.ca find thmn?el. 'V~a standing face to face, each of them 

f . z- tul of whe.t may be the ot er' s na~xt p :;.l:l.tJ.eal mov ,. Tho Amsrican people want 

As I R e t~ Russia .., nta peact~~ no only for the next f 1Ye ar tt!ln years, she 

,~·q t<t B p.-.aee for good , And if I am ... rr c t on this point then peaee aan yet be aaYed; 

i t n be oa~ ed by you y .u-selr, 

ru~~JL§!LrtQ.;?TEQ . 

It 1,. \.d thia your 

·~ o permit a chang in the oure of Un1 ted St · t~s for eign policy , but you an do thia 

only if yw decld~ to t hrow off the eelf-. mposed shackles of the old- fashioned , and 

also of t.h& ne~" -f ::mgled f'orne of dipl(llllaey., 

Rueeia an~ the United St~tee are doadlockod on almost eYery point oa vbieh th~7 

ha:m n~got ated in t he racent past ... On 8 7 ry euoh point 0 Russia may have very good 



reasons for not yiGJld!ng,. and the United Su. es mq also han nry good re&IOIII tar I 8l!1 l'i''t going 
not yielding ... nw~rr n~~~n~ to suggest that yt:A1 should now yi eld 
c t.hia point or th t ene , or that you should now "appeu•" the United Statea . 

What I a~ sugges ~ing 1a this ~.att~r" ara eories of taterconnectad atepa which 
• wl thin your power to t&k• o Bee~a so thsy ar"' most unusual s t.epa, theee suggeet101ll 

m:a:r app•a r quixtltio to many and r 1dh:ulms to some .., Wha.t I am 8Uggest1ng ill thia 

of m:y tello"'. Amt9r1eane ,rho vill read thes lines " .But this 1• not the ti:ae to held 
ba~k for re2r of being 8xp~s d to ridi~la o~ ~.uarrant d aacuaat1oa•o 

My iT·s t op eif! ~ ese~tiOi'l :!.s that y 1 epcak diretetly and pereonall.J to the 

Am:,riJCan pttoplt~ o Wh t yoo. lft.e.:J' e&y to t hevp and y.oo. might wish to speak to them cmee 
a •(lODth 11 will hal news and beeaut~e it will be neve, it will be carried by th• radie 
t.<:~. l on11 in the United Sta.t.ee d will be r epr1 t-ed 1B the newspap.rs o laturan,. 

.,-~ vould \rtil.nt t~ ep m.k in RusoiRn~ but y(ftJJr lnterpret4)r aculd c:onwy yeur speech 

Ill n n!Zle by eent en ~ ln English .. 'Yow:' ep €!~h ~{"U].d be ~ecrded and r•lsaeed sbrul
~ aou21ly in Ru os'-a e.nd Jmorioa.., 

The A.rle:ri~an pe{'!ple J.let n to thair pr·esldentl!l beoouae what the Pnsident sayt 
t them may- affettJt, theix- 11 s , &lld they vlll listen to yeu tor enctly th• same 

rsns~ o Bu t t hare i s 4l 1mpcJ:I't.ant d.if'flll:rl!ln ; you will be apeakh g to tha aa 
the htr;~ d of for ign stat• ; your peech will be vi thout effect vi th them 111\leae 
i ie ona h1mdred per •nt sinfMlr , The s inlf.•r1 ty or. your expreasi0Jl11 as well aa 
the other tokens of sina r 1 ty vhi~h you y b9 ble to preaent. to the American 



If yot~ apBe~ea to th~ Americs.n peoplo w re giv~ fUll publicity in Ruesia, 

you would go a hmg ...my tomu-da convineing th<!! Amor1(!8Jl pttopl~ that you !lle.tm what ;ron 
19.t'8 eaying to them., 

And you 'WOUld go a l ong 'l:la.Y towarcl3 o vincing the American people that th.,- may 

xpeet fa i r play from yru it yru mvH.ed tbc f'rnl1idont or the United States to addreea 
't' h\'t Ruf:lsb.n po plf'J just a s of't.en as you ttpe~.k to the American public and accorded , 

.1t: a~~ ae m:u:~ p\tbJJ.td. ty to hie speeehes in Rut~sia as is given to youra in America co 

All th m.achin ry through l-rhich the An:leriean p blie ia being kept informed in the 

Unlt. d State~ ie at pres nt at your dispoflal,, and i t trlll remain at yoor disposal if 

1-h~ra will ba no ',t!lJ~P' to US('I9 it. for pmpoaes ot• propggandao 

That you wruld oo h~ard by the Amer:l~an oplo 15 cortain; but. how ;rrur epeeohea 
'l'l\'JlaJ aff'~ ~t. t.hef!Il loTOIJ d d~pemd both UpOll thti BUbatanO~ and the tenor of these speeohea ., 

\~at ~d ehould b~ th~ substance or your ap••~hee? 

rn1at I sugge~tv 1n tha flret place, 1 that in your speeches ;you present to the 

P.1 ~rican . opl~a a. cl"nr pie. re of n gen re1 Fl'!!'f.tl~ment within the trameverk of a 

TJ-" •. ~100 Sto. to to 11 !te in peace vi th each ot,b~r ,, 

A~ firet you ~ill b able to give suth a pieture in rough outline oaly; graduallJ 
yr l may b() able to fill in more lUh"i TUo'C"o , f' the d tails'-' Yru might canve;r the dataUa" 
p~ bape by is3'1 ing f'rom time to ti ouprle f)ntary of ficial reports .. 

By the tim you haY& filled ill the d() ails 9 y 0'.1 will have given the American 

p~ •)])le morf!! thnn merely a pi cture of n poosihl~ post.-~ world; yw will have preeented 

~.'v~~ vi t."t sc-metbing that will a.meunt t<O an t:Jff r for a post-war aettlftlento 

You might wall &~k ~t thie peint9 b c~11 ae it is indeed a crucial question, 
1t.'h h r such a unila.t<!lral offl!tr m '7c:f! r pru t, u· 1 t is genercus, would not. put JCU at 

a ~isad¥antage from the p~int of view of lato~ negotiationso You could eaeilJ make 



i:. clear, however, that your offer han to be taken e.s a \dlole , that y~ are perteat~ 

willing to modifY any one single point to met~tt the \dshes of the United States Goftl"DDlent, 

but th '. for every point· that the United States want.s to haYe modif'ied in her faTor, you 

may a~k t hat some other point be modified in Rusaia~e favor., 4e laag as this 18 clearly 

understood, you need not, and should not~ hold back for the sake or later bargaining .. 

S Jch are t he means through which y may be able to convince the American people that 

--in yoor view as \ .. tell a a in fact - pr.i ,tate ~nt~<'rprise and the Russian eoonOtlic srstea · 

and alno ndxed form.s of eeonomie orgMimtion an flt)'Uri eh side by side; that Russia aDC1 

the UTi i ted Sta to3 can bs part of the same worlcl; tha. t "one world" need not necessarily be a 

uniforn worldo Until such time aa you shall conVince the American people as well &a the 

Russian people of this all~ important point, we sho.ll remain headed towards war and not 

tova rJ peace 

am told that tbese days the opposite thesis is presented by authoritatiTe writers 

in Rus: 1j a ~ And if this opp<>si te the ia shwld be upheld by yru as correct, if there 1e 

ind0ed f;OJUe inf'lxors.bl0 law wh:i.eh in the long run makes war between your country and ours 

in• it.nble, then those in the United States 'l>:ho ara now working for the preservation of 

peaee I'light begin to feel that they ara merely delaying the war, which will be all the 

more tf'lrrible tl:'e later it comes" 

THE RESPONSE EXPECTED 

flturally you would want to know how tha ~~ rican people would respond if you should 

decide to take the initiative and adopt a new line of approach towrds the United Sta.tea 

culmi ~ting in a ~omprehe aiva offer for a ge ~ral sattlem•nt. Would you really be able 

to brenk the prese~t deadlock and theroby bri g about a ~hange in the course or United 

Stateo foreign p licy? 

'IT~re 1a a ~ast body of men and wome1'\ in ?rbe U t-ed States who view vi th genuine 
I 

~oncern the rapid deterioration of Ruesian~Ameriean relationso Many of them have 



gxoave doubts in their hAart aa to the general 1.d.sd011l of the present course of United 
Stat.ee f oreign poliay9 t-.rhila they regard lJith equal miegivings the Russian ~ounterp&l"t 
t'..- this policy,, If thsy do not at. present tll.ke e. atal'ld in !&Yor ot changing the 
t') 1ure~ eteered by the:tr own gow rnment~ 1 t ifl firrzt of all because they do not aee 
,,r:_-• h sufficient elari ty any praCJt.icable al teJ"TUl ti ve course under present oireumstanaes o 

:·· ·n~ower t.hey may beliove that ~ attempt to bring about a change must neces~rilr 
:...., .• fB t.o na: ght. as long as the spe3f3h~a of yO\lr delegates will continue to follaw a 
"i · ,<~ of rea.er.>ning , htch is una eeptable to th large majority or the American publio. 

1.f )"O"J ~ ~eed in the d1ffi lt task of formulating in yrur own mind a practicable 
:1 •t1 ~1.c~ cf thG p!tlst- t.Ja:• ieeuofl P~.nd in convoying yOUX" pieture of such a solutloa to 
L.t·e Ameril!":an publi~·r th n gradually, as yf!'.. make statf!lment after statement and issue 

:,., oTrt a.t't~r reportp a. ~omplet0 piC!ture e>f an a.~cept.able poet-war settlement JD&f 
1 lnf~ld befot'fll the American pt~opl " By th~ tir11e yoo. \lill haYe tilled 1a the deta.Ue, 
<m:l ~-hue ha'fe impl1~1Uy extended a com.prGh~ei~~~'a offar, you al!o will han remowd 
t.h l;ock whi h h d eaused the do~!dloek c 

This should have a dj~ ~t and ~diat ffect on the foreign poliey or the 
United Stataac Moat Ame:<-tcanB believe that those uho are at present ill charge or 
pu1ding Amtiriean foreign policy ut-re driven to this p(l)l!oy because none other appe,ared 
prat.tieable to the111 in the 1r~etanaeso It io generally belieYed that they are men 
o'f g~ vill., who ~ ba exp0cted . to eh.Em~ the present eruree the nry mc.ent they 
• o s. satbfaat<!lry way wt or the pl"aaent imps.ase!p prO'Vided that such a change un 

..1::n he expet>tsd to find public suppolr'to 

Yru may or may not ~oncur vi.~.h this opinh'no But in uy case it ie olee.rl7 
v. h \fl year power to giw the A!teri~an pe ple a. ehoi(')e between two alternatiYe CQlreee 
of toreign pelioy~ And if they do ha'lfe a ""hoi~~ the American people will exercise 
th ir choice -- this I fel'T'ently hope -=- in fawor of a course which ~ lead to peace., 
They will exercise thair ~b.,t<-• tb~l~,h 11.1. th~ tr.~~·z.n1.~., ':;y whi~h p~b.l!•l ~.p!:ftioa 
i nfluences government policies in America ., And those who are at present in charge of 
e":~ ~ing the ~ouree of Amarioan f eign policy may~ t.o borrow ,f phrase or Mr o Stblecn • • P 

-- - _______________ ..............,........_ ___ 
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,ither ehange their minds or lose their jobso" 

f!Ym_EQUISIIE§. 

It you should decide to adopt such a. neu line of approach tow.rd the United States 

yor. m.lght wish to initiate first of all an exchange of views bet ween a grrup of Russians and 

1\ gT>"flP of AmodQane who are genuinely concerned a.baut. the deterioration or Russian-American 

relat-ione and who are not encumbered by the reeponsibili ty of representing the views or 

their governments o Such an exchange of vie~a shou~d give Russians a better understanding 

ot An,~rit!B. ' e needs and Ameriea..-,s a batter understanding of Russia ' s needs o It should also 

radli tate the formulation in y<1Jr o·m mind of' so1~e practicable soluti on or the problem 

which fa es the world t cd.ay and give you a b ttcr appreciation or the. particular manner 

in whieh such a solution nrl.ght be presented to the American public. 

Under the present eo d1~1ons of political stress i t will not be eas1 to find 
for 

a f'orm/sueh an exchange of views which ie proper and which will permit self'- reapeotlng, 

patriotic American citizens to participateo Nor may i t be easy tor you to find Russians 

wil .lng to display in such discussio..lla th ir own pfireone.l opi nions as distinguished tr<lll 

the official ~tssian position ? 

Ale~Q 1 am sadly aware of the far:t. that 1'1 1..rri ting this "Letter" I sa trying to cope 

vlth n difficulty of communi~;tions ieh is :::U.most insurmountable ~ We in America have 

a crud~ and over-simplified picture of ho\l poli tlcal decisions came abrut in Rusai&o 

You i Russia have a similar picture concerning Anericao My whole "Letter" here ia 
. 

based on the thesis that in America the attitudes and opinions . or the individuals who 

eonati t'1te the American public a.re an important fatOtor -~ and in certain circumatanoea 

may be0lome the controlling factor ........ t•or political deeiei ons o l-tv fellov- Americime 



. 9· 
.. ay read this "Letter" kn011 that t his thesis is correct and those of them wo lliA7 

diea.pnrove of my "Letter" will do so on other grounds. But in presenting this thesis to ea.

one wr~ does not know Ameri ca by personal experience, I ~ not be sure that he w1ll even 

know r-1la t. I a.m t a)Jdng about .. , P~!rhaps, in the course of an extended eonversation there would 

be 13 . e ~hance of getting this t1rnelal point across.. A "1 etter" of this sort is certa1.nly 

not the '\l'ery be::lt wa.y of GcCI.II\pli.sh:tng t hie exnt>edingly difficult task. 

0h'~<1ously 9 the specific suggestions made in thJ.s 11Letter" are foreign to the W8.78 in 

which proble e of this sort are del'l~ vl th in Russ :tat or for that matter 9 anywhere alae in 

the w •rld -. And this, in itself', might make implamantation nry difficult . The maiD .queetiOD 

i"~ c- de·.idep ho-~orever, is not whe•.her i mplament..4ltic-n is difficult but rather wether the measures 

advo~~ted here would be effective if implemented , 

f..Q§T.S _ Rl~: 

FI"\'"~ng :lresented a. nurnb -r of suggestions outJining in detail-perhaps 1n t~ great detail 

--a cc. .rr.e whit · , y n mi ght 'Wish to arl-:>pt, I f ol that I ought to go one step :f\trther at the 

risk t"lnt •rhat 1 am going to Aay TI!B.y see ont of pr-oportion with the main theme of this 

"I.e' te _ " 

Tn vast FJ.ajority of the atomic e:~tentista 1-iho take an active interest in matters or 
public ~olic.y are free from any anti~Russian bias. and t hey do not include Communists, either 

in the nFUTow Oll" ~1.der sense of the t.erm , If I ~re called upon to do so - I would trr and 

gat her a group drawn from their ranks who \o10\1.!'1 be glad to sit dow with a grrup or 
Russia.na whom yoo. ma seleet . If the Ruasian representatives were instructed to be tranlr: 

\oli th u.s and t~ ~xpreaa their private opinions rathar t han merely to defend the official 

Russian positions. we t?o - uould be frank \dth them and would_ t'eel f'ree to express our 

per~mn 1 opinions as dietil1gl11Sh~ from the oftieial American positions ,. Under such 

~- irC"l'lMt'inces hera r -.mld ensue an e:xchange of vie.,ra of no mean -~mr."~ eudl a 

f:ree l ! t .. ~Tchange •• I) .., • • • • • .. • • • • •••••• o • • • o ••• • ••••••• ~ • • • ., ••••••••••••••••••• .- ••••••• 
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thought. might makfl available a val~able fund or ideas and suggestions upon whiah the· tvo 
goverr~ents might draw if a stage or governmental negotiations should be reached later. 
Natur~lly ~~ ~d be pleased to see Russian scientists also included in such a group, 
particularly t hose whom we happen to know and have learned to reapecto · We haTe, 14 aaurae, 
n :tnt antion of prying into thsir se~rets j• at ae W'O would not want them to search into 
oors - There \IOUld be no disclosure of any killd relating to the subject or atomic energyo 

Tbe group of atanic scientists 'Which I wo1Jld try to gather would not be canpoeed or 
men a..nd '.ICmen who \orield gre t political innu"lnee .- Nor would they be able to say what 
terms f or ti g e~s.l post.-- war nettlemant mlgh be a~~eptable to the United States Gofti'!Dil.entJ · 
bttt they should be able to so.y what k1nd of peace makes sense to )IIJr/themselves, and 

• vhat e"'-er makt'!e eenae to them may also male~ sanae t o the American people, tor they are part 
and 1)sr~l or the Ameriean people ~ Su ~h. a gT4·UP of s~i ntiets is, ot eaorse, not vholl7 

undoubtedl.7 rnpra1sntative of the Amvrican people and vould therefore/Wish to enlarge itself by drawing 
in ;:'11'! from many other walks of life ~~ men who are eoneerned aboot the velfare ot America 
and '· o E~re also concerned about the velfare of the rest of the 'oororld, including Russia. 

I t is my earnest hope that by m3ans of snch discussions it TJ1J.::7 be possible to alee 
aw.il'Jble in th aerv,ice Clf pe~ee th'9 ame kind of maginatim and resourcefulness which 
'Wftnt, ln.to the development of the fiel d of atomic energy during the waro ' 

~:tF!PATION" 

M~etings of this sort could not he held except with the approval of the State 
Oeparttaent, for 'l."ithout such approval 'lt mlght be both improper and unlawtul tor 
Ameri «: an citizens to parti~Sipate. It is hard to believe, that faced 1d th the present 
sit 8 r,t the State Department would oppoee '!Ohe holding of such meetings, but it is difficult 
t o l:now uhether the State Department would not p:r.afer the meetings to be open rather than 
pri~at~ and confidential~ 

'R'"th open and private meetings have the1_'t' own peruliar advantages and drawbacks., 
"Open"' meetings mean that the ?ress is admitted, and their presence might reS'D.lt in a 

--=::::..---=----=;..;;;;====---....... --------~-·-----·--------
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greater understanding em their part of the res~ i aeues and the real difficulties ., 
The general reeling underlying the suggestions contained in this "Letter" is, I knov 11 

shared by the majority of the atom.io scientiHts, but the apeeif'ic thoughts embodied in this 
"Lettet>" reneet onl;r my ow opinion as well as m:y own ree.dineea to "do my bit", and I am 
not speaking at present on behalf ot any othor p~rson or personso 
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Gl'lliDal S.. 81111114 b7 Pro!Meor .llber\ &1D.WlB ot tbe Iutltate tor Mwla•4 8t111J7, 
aa ~ u4 Dr. Plalllp M. Mone,Dlnotor ot the BI'OIIIdaa.,. laU.-1. Labara'-7, 
u AottBa ..._u ... Dlreetar or the ec-tttee. 
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I 
A .. ISTANT !!/IX-ICI'"" GEN£ .. AL 

./ I 

Edward H. Levi, Esq . , 
Professor of Law, 

~epmmenf of IDustite 
~ngqmghm 

October 29, 1947. 

University of Chicago Law School, 
Chicago 37, Ill. 

Dear Ed: 

Thank you for your letter about Dr. SzUand' s article. '!be 

matter will receive our prompt attention. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

4~::~. 
Assistant SOlicitor General. 



Dr. Leo Szilard 

125 East 56th Street 
New York, N. Y. 
October .29, 1947 

Atomic Scientists of Chicago, Inc. 
1126 East 59th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Dr. bzilard: 

Thank you for your letter of October 28 and 
the enclosures, namely your proposed article in the Bulletin 
and copies of your letters to the Secretary of State and 
the Attorney Gener al and copy of the letter of the Emer
gency Committee to Secretary Marsha ll. 

I have forwarded all documents, including the 
copy of your l etter to me of October 28, to Mr. Ernest 
Gross, legal advisor to the Department of State, in
forming him that the copies I was sending to him were 
an informal submission for the purpose of expediting the 
matter. I also told him that I had advised you to con
sult your legal counsel with respect to your responsibility 
under the Logan Act and any other pertinent laws. 

I regret that I will be out of town over the 
weekend but I hope to see you soon. 

Very truly yours, 

~ "-"-"' t J.! ~ "--< J1f 
MM:evp Marshall MacDuffie 



Proteaeor Robert V1laoa 
Departaent of Pbysioa 
Cornell tJn1:nrs1 ty 
Ithaoa, lev York 

Dear Vlleona 

tto 1 e1 
eo.h~"¢ o otrt~q&tt 

~ l: 'tSV lttl1 .Uetn()Q 
t lot M t MWI 

urosllV <I 

I aa ft1T IIUob dllturbe4 about what is happening ia the field ot polittoll 
these 48.78 aD4 therefore I tried to think bard ot vbat 07 or ua ooald 4o 
about it. 

I •oloa!ng a oopy of aa artiole tihlah h&a be• n~ tt.ed tor pa.bll•tl 
to the BtJLI..I!Df, and a letter unt by • to the Attomq a.n.Nl.. I tft81er 
it TCID. could dl•~•• this utlole vith the .. bera ot the beautift c-tttee 
ot th41 COl"DDIU ircJup an4 1n1'or11 either • or the BULLI'fii Or fBI A'ftiUC 
SCIIN'l'IS'tS ot thetr reaction, by wire. lo toJ"IIal Yote 1a the eStknltlft 
o~ttee la either required or desirable. S•e Maber t tM exactift 
o~ttee could report bllok, giving his UDderetanding ot the tee11Dg or tbe 
C01Illlli ttee. 

fhe enclonneDt ot the IJ"OUP oou1d take either ot thN• r..v.. 2M INRP 
ooul.d either aq that they are 1n agreement vith tM artioleJ or t.he7 o.-.14 
say that they are in qreeaent vi th the general antiant *lob aotiw.W 
~writing thia articleJ or t'inally, they oould a'-P17 HJ that th., elllllone, 
rq request to be pel'llitted to trannit a letter tollovihg1 the teft ot the 
article, to Mr. StaliD. 

latur&l.17, 1n •oh ... , the ~ vard1q ~ a pencm&l •'ter tw theee 
vbo phl'aa the vtre. !he BtJLLITD _,. vlah to ret.r to letten w vlNtl 
of thia aort, ud aight e'terl prut a~ ot tb•• rue 1a a point ~ioh 
ahould be un4eratood \!beD vr1 ting a:tJ7 wire to • or to the 8tJ1..L&IrD ill 
oormeotion vi th this •tter. 

I would partioalarly appreciate it it the vi:re reporttac tba op1111.01&1 tit*
Oomell group vera signed by rou, praYide4 that thla ia ooaftlllent to 7'CM• 

Sincere~ TOUH, 

Leo 8allar4 

IDol. 
I would particularly appreciate it if the vire reporting the opinion• ot 
your group were atgKax either under your signature or under someone el~e•s 
signature who is not vulnerable. 
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THIS LETTER, WITH SLIGHT VARIATIONS, WAS SENT THE FOLLOWING: 

Mr. Robert E. Marshak 
University of Rochester 
Rochester 7 , N.Y. 

Dr. Harrison s. Brown 
Institute for Nuclear Studies 
Faculty Exchange 

Mr. I. Estermann 
Carnegie Instit~te of Tech. 
Schenley Park 
Pittsburgh 13, Pa. 

Mrs. Jane Hall 
P.o. Box1663 
Los Alamos, N.Mex. 

Mr. Robert W. Connick 
Dept. of Chemistry 
Univ. of Calif. 
Berteley, Calif. 

Mr. Bernard T. Feld 
Radiation Lab. 
M.I.T. 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Mr. Hugh C. Wolfe 
30 Lawrence Parkway 
Tenafly, N.J. 

Mr. R. w. Stoughton 
Box 342 
Oak Ridge, Tenn. 

Professor Robert Wilson 
Dept. of Bhysics 
Cornell Univ. 
Ithaca, N.Y. 

)3-!'--t.A·-'+-
1 ,: ~ .r: 

I~' 

(i 

Rochester Assn. 

Atomic Scientists of Chgo 

Pittsburgh Assn. 

Los Aleos Group 

Northern Calif. Assn. 

Cambridge Assn. 

New York Assn. 

A ORES 

Cornell Assn. 



Tho Honorable Tom c. Clark, 
Attorney General, 
uepartment of Juatiee, 
''.ash i.nt.; t on, 1> . G. 

\ty dear •. u· . Clsrk: 

NoYP~bw s, 19.&'7 

c/o Alice Std.\1\ 
BTJLL.LTIN OP TH;: ATOMIC 

SC I !l:NT IS'l'S 
Room 6 
Soolal Selene• 9u1141Q8 
Tho unt era1ty or Chtoaee 
Chloago ~7, Ill. 

.Purlmant to r:ry letter of the e&th ot Octob-. •7 
1 11 f or . yo .t of the f ollow1nu: 

THL HULWfJ N 01' 1'~ : . AT01UC SCI .:.:.;NTIS 'l'S ha8 now 
dof •.nitely Rch a<1 il&d to print l'T'J art1el& entitled "Letter to 
' taJ.J n" in ito .~lo vember losue. I would not nnt th!A art1cl• 
t o a ppe r 1n that i s ~~ ue 11' you s ho 1.1 t:tnd tt poaelble to 
grant the per!'1 1.!1 ~ on requested 1n n11 letter or tho 25th or Oc• 
tcbor nnd the H'ULL~ ~i'IN baa agreed to wtth~aw the artiele btoa 
t h e · oveMbet" iaoue if thoy are ndv:tse( bJ' ~nday , November lOth, 
3 ;' •• , .:.. . ~:, . T . thAt a •oh a poJ'!'t1stt!on ta in taot tor~hoomtng. 
'1.' is deadline s, I understand, five da~-· beyond thea utttal one 
and wil l set the publicat ion dnte for the 25th ot November. 

If it 1m unlikely that a tavorahl• repl~ ean be 
0 1ven to my request, it would aeeM advtsahle to tntorm th• 
members of t he At ,mic ~o1entlftt~ MOvement of the etepe I ba•~ 
tAken in co~oct1on With thl~ ~tter by releaains the t•zt Of 
t h is rGqueat dated October 25th f or publication in the aa.me ia• 
s u e of t h e HL LL f Ill whic~1 ~ar ries t-.he article. I have theretor• 
eubr1i t terl it for public t t. on to t he HULLLT I'N but .i d1d thta w1.th 
t h e nroviso t hat 1t s hall be omi t ted f rom t h e !~mremher lasue 
wht ch mn:; earr j" t he art clo i t sel f, i f l am advleed b7 your ot• 
f l ee -- prior t o t h e a.uo ve-nentloned t t me of the deadline •• 
that n rnvorable repl y !o likely to be forthcoming by t he t1me 
of the publ1 eat1on o.f t he art~.c le on :',o veMber 25th even though 
a f i Ml daots:ton y not be reached by you at the tt.me ot the 

end line. 

It would bo a ppreciated 1f all eo!'!I!JUn1cat1onll in 
c- o mect1on w:tth t~11s matter wor e adtlres !led by rour off1oe to .. 
marked ro.r the attont ion of r:re. ' lice 8ndth at the above glYen 
address, ••etephone irldway l OOtl2, or elae 'i.,:Xtenalon 1'705 at Mld• 
way 0800, Ch1c&t;O• 



I 

I do not expect to bo in ~h!~ago at the time ot the 
deadline, but massages sent to tne in eare of '.~ra. Allee Smith 
will autnmlltieally c ulde the action of the BULLl:Tilf 1na1Dil1Ch 
as " rs . 0n1th 111 its associate editor. 

Very trul7 youra, 

LBO ~1!il11rd 



Tho Honorable Georao c. .,.shall, 
::·,eorotar;; of ~ tato, 
\iaahil"l{;ton, D. c. 

•V dear Mr . 0ecretf117s 

1158 Eaat 6'7th ~tl'eet 
Ch1c&60 2'7 1 Ille 

November :5 1 194'1 

Pursuant to ~ letter ot the 25th ot October, 
I am enolos1.~ a letter addressed to the Attom.,- General, 
datod ! fo·· o~tbor 3xtd, 104?, for your 1ntor'!11ltlon. 

Ver-y ~17 JOUN 1 

Leo Szilard 



r.h't. George T. washington, 
Assistant Sol1c1tor General, 
Department of Justice, 
·;;nsh!ncton, D. c. 

r.ty dear " r. Hashington: 

1155 East 57th Street 
ChicaGo, Ill. 

novembet- :s, 1947 

~ofessor Frlward H. Levi of the taw School 

of the Uni vers1 t :.r of Ch!caco informed me that he had in

formally contacted you in connection with the letter 

which I addressed to the Attorney General on OctobC' 25th, 

and I am therefore enclosinc;, for your inf'o:rnation, a 

copy of a letter to the Attorney Genoral dated November 

3rd, 194'/, wh ich relates to the same subject Dlltter. 

The kind interest which you are taking in th1a 

matter is Gl"eatly o.ppreoiatocl . 

Ve:r:r t:/':~you:ra, 

Leo Szilard 



I 

I 
I 

Mr. a--nut Groa s 

1155 lAst 5'7th Street 
Chicag o, Ill. 

November 3 1 194'7 

Legal .1\dvisor to the f> epartment of State 
i'Jepartment of ~) ta to 
·:·ash 1ngton, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Gross: 

tr. r.tlrahall T-hcDuffie in!'ormed me that he 
had informally eubmi t ted to ::ou copy of a letter which 
-· sent to the <.ecretary of Gtate on October 25th, 1947. 
I am therefore enclosing, for your i nformation, a cow 
of a letter addressed t o the Secretary ot State, dated 
;lovernber 3rd, 1947, which relates to the same mbject 
matter. 

The kind interest whic:: you are taking in th1a 
matter is creatly appreciated. 

Very truly youra, 

Leo Szil~d 

11 Q < 
1t- ..J 



~ -·-

Mr. G"'or~ T. W~!!t'-11n~n 
Solicitor 11enert~tl 
Dep~~tment of JuAtiee 
~Aehi~ton, Do C. 

~nelo~, f"or your 1nf"o1"W!!It1on, 1fl • oopy or a letter v1'iieh 
I l"~nt to the At+.ornev Oenf"t""l. 

Very truly youre, 

~' 



Mr. teon Remerson Jte~e,.rol't TT\!11 t1 tute of' Amerio111 l0'-6 - 17th st., "·"'. '-1s8hin.rt,on, n. c. 
nfll-.r r~n: 

\ 
I 
\ 
\ 

I 
I 
1 

A rM'i~e" Yere1on of' t,he •rt1ole "L8ttftr to ~elin" 1e l!tChectal&d to 

"Pp8"r ~Tl t_t,e" ~o.,,.ihf!r h~~1e of the BULL~ OF 'T"lll: ~'J'('lM!C ~Clr.NT!STS. J 
~h1~ ifi!~Uf! ROe~ to pree~ At 3 ~.~ •• ~~. ~onday, ~~er lOth ~nd will 

nronttblv 1111~o cnnttt1Tl part of' the ] ett.er 1!1~dnu1.-ed to the Attorney Gener 
I 

.,Tl wMoh 1 r~uee:t~ pt~~rl'l'lieA~on to tr-nemit " let.ter f'ollalfing tbe text \ 

\ 

of thfll ~rt.ioJe. 

1 
Therfll will nTnh~h1v hfll -Tl e-rlv rele111~e prior to the actuAl publication 

(Wnv~h..,r .,~) m'lt1e bv the mrtt.'F"'TV. 

I 
i 

! sm wr1t.~nP' v,, sJl tl-1!~ in order to 19V01.d ~tt1ng vires oro8eed. This, 

or er:mr~e, noefl! not ,..J low time for J'@'rl!lon"l interviews vi th off'1eera ot 

the Oov..,rnment, hut the ~ener•J •tmo~he~ in Wsehington '111118 such th•t 

it rU~ Tlnt "'D'P""r Yl'l'f'Y' 1 1k..,lv th111t euel't J'I"!'I!IOMl 1nterY1ewa would h""e 

!"erYen " uefllf'\JJ uurpOI"fll. '!'he~rore, it wl!le itec1ded not to_ r!el~::r the 

puhlie~tion or tht~~ •rt1e1fll ~ny rurther 1n the pron•bly vAin hope th•t 

th8 ~l"mi,.eion raqUfl!pt,flln e111T1 he ohtdnen. 

SincenJy, 

We_ 
Leo Sdl"'rd 



rhe ~ono~hle Oeor,e C. M8rehs11 
Stteret'lM' of' ~t-.te 
~rtm8nt or Stt~te 
Waeh'n~t~, n. C. 

Pur~usnt to W1 letter ~~~~88°8~ to you on October 25, r •• 
ene1o@1n~. for your 1n~o~m~t1~n,~ eo~ or. letter vhieh r 
Ill! P.tem1n, to~"" to th8 Attorney Generd. 

Very truly youre, 

ll:ne1. 

i 
I 
J 



Th-. ltOftorah, .. TM~ c. Cl•r1c 
Att<'meT n-ne"'l 
Tltt'P"~"'"t of" 3ut~tt.iee 
WA~~1"~ton, ~. C. 

"urtm'lnt to tl'te 1 H~r vl•ieh ! 8 ent YOU ,...er the date11De Of fl(,t..oh-.r '~• 'ItA• T t!lt•t .. t.h .. t " ""be<! ver•ion or the fl!ll'ticle entH-.1 IIW1 "T.-.t,t.fiJr to quHl'l" i ~ • nhe~led to 10 to J'"fJ8 •t ) '". v. ~~, ~,.,MI!lT, "'mMr~bel- 1n, ani! th~tt J)ftrt or • letter et1,..~"~ to you '" "180 r,.h~1el! to be JNbH.tthec! in the •• i B~~~t~e of' th!t ~m.t1'"'Tif ~ """"' ~'T'"M!C ~C!~ S1S. 
WM.,tt tM111 !tt,._ of" the ~m.T.-.:TTW v111 J)1"0Mbly Mt OOM out Ullt.fl J'ovfllft~e!" '215, ! um-.r!ltAnr! thAt t.he mJttJ:'!'l'llf 11!11!17 M'ke en Prly Nl, ,.,.88 am.- ti111e "f"tttr tM hwe hl• 10M to J)NI!I8. 

I 

1 
1 
I 
1 

I 
I 

I 
l 
I 
l 
! 

I 

·' 
~ 
1 
! 
'I 



Mr. ~rn8st Oroas 
AtWieor to the StAte T'lt9P'trblumt 
Dep~rtment of St•te 
WashinF,tnn, D. C. 

PurMlant to the lt~ttter vMch T et~tnt to tht~t Secretary of State 
on netobt~tr 25, t ~m enclosing a eopr or • lt~ttter v'th vhich 
! !llll f'ONIIIrrHn~ to the ~cret.lllt'T or ~tt~te a CO.,Y of the 
letter sent todaT to the Attornev Genftr~l. 

Leo Szil!rd 



November 10, 1947 

Dear Si~s: 

! n.m r.P~. R~in; th€\ art. cle "I· tt.o:r t o Stalin" for publication tods.y 

~-L'"lce I -no lo ~ er hav~~ much hope tl'l81: 1.t ,,,..U]. h~ po.•Hd ble ultimately to obtain 

·.he gov~"'T11.Tilont q a p~n"l"'liss lcn r.equest5l(i Jn r~r l o·':. i~rc r addres sed to the Attorney 

at.oi'l~. c rd.t•mtists mo,rc~r:::n t :- and porha:po ~o"'(' of the questions raised, and the 

o~ 5 o ~·.t . .i.o:n.s mB.de, ·b::1ervg to be r~ cordod he .~p, . 

On1) ob.i ction tcok t'Jc sto-rr) ·i~;."'lnd form of fi1-Jhy do you address yourself 

·:-.c 3-tq,J.i:')? l·f1Jr ,;~011~t YO' Hrite t Pl· · :.r: TJt '1':rt":"a.'h?n CurioufJly enough, this very 

~. e7'l:<J •) hl' !{c Hos Ui'O'~ by tHo g:rot D~ of' pa:coonr -·- t ho"'t' wboee outlook is olooe to 

tJ:wt, of the .~c'n:t.:i...,'· s·t;:-:-u t :l.cm and those 'I<1 "'t HL!'l..CO:~'~!'S" Hho oppo::"e the foreign policy 

o::' th Ad . ].nj.flt:rs:tio'."l.,. l~b ile thtJse t:-m ~T xps uco the vrgry same phrase, they do 

not. o ' · f c Ol'Tt-1e , me9.u t b8 sa'"'e thing c t o.ll c 

The nleft .·insars 1' Jl!Oa.n that t y 1·Tr:i.t.:i. 3 Sl ch a "Letter" I am acknowledging 

i· he.t. Sta.1.in i tho rr-!11 ob8tac!<3 to pee.cc nnd ! flftl neglecting t o mention that 

ction on tho ·part of our im AdJ iniRtr.,t ::.m~ ~ewe contributed to, or have been 

largely rs~ponsible for ~. the pronent dlotlJ.?'~ :l.nG sltuation" 

Those ehm-ing th~ Arlm i.n:l.. rrt,r .'J.t:l.o"l ~ a po1.nt of vlew seem to feel that, by 

c.ddres~ing myself to St~lin , I llm a.cknm,rlod~tng that Stalin has a greater desire for 

peace, or ha.s a g,-eo..te!." abHity to recog-:-d7e the right path to peace, or else has a 

greater pm-mr to britl8 nbm.!t a change t.hr..n President Trt1man or his administrat101lo 

't'h<-)130 ml!'n wiJl a.l ,~ o say t o me that tho9c ,,.rho a:rc in charge of guiding American 

foreirrn pol:i.cy aro mli'ln of gr0et ability ~;ho have an intense desire for peace,. .And 

if I ac~ept this view as correet ~· th6y s ay to me -- then I ought to propose to 

Stalin (if I llltlst propo~e enything to him at al1) that he make a can~nsive offer 

t o the Administration, rathe~ t~an th&t h0 addr~ss himself to the American peopleo 

~..Y anever to thsm is, of courae, that their view of our policy-makers --

1tch incidentally is shexed by the majorit y of the American people, as stated in 



, . 
·-

h \ , ~~ 11 "'-~ i·;(,m .· '1 1 ~1P.V0 1 th!~reforc, suggeAted a ~oursa 

Nr.t.o 

~ r:-r•"":: , -, ... - <J.nd at present there is no ease 

,,rr__ d:l.c~ T not/~ii~J;~ to lltr . '1'?n" 'l i1 '? ?:i.:rs·~ of alJ., because I cannot say 

C;<l8io for krw:dn~ ho·." ..l ·~ Th;ssin.n r;over·w:e:'1t ;,rculd respond to a:ny such approach. 

o· tne other hand, s::;y . r.;ay hou I b(J].'r n ,.; thc3 1\merl can people uould r~spond to a 

n w approach ljU the .').:ct of {~h~ Ruo .:i.an gcv cz'DTrCJ'lt ., 

Moreover, 5.l n I auld not ,:r:i .. sh to say the. t the conduct of our own 

rcr ~:tgv1 policy conlo in no Hay be iJ!l roved upon under present circumstances, I do 

cf foreign :ro· icy in ~-hB Yla:'('7'0w senB~ of tho term by tha Administrationa nor do I 

be. iove that it "~.a ~Ji t b:J.n t . e poHer of th0 ,~r.L111lnist:ration to offer to the world a 

sat. sfactory aoJ.ution of this problem '"ithout the full support of the Ansriean 

p~ople for r::. bold ar.d const.ruct:t v-, so .. ution ., Rince I have developed these thoughts · 

in a previous ar'i:.icle r:c . .,llinG for a Crusadetr which appeared in the April-May 

I neccl not at~a.:i.n Go i nto ~his point here" But I might 

perhaps add that ~-oday i.t no lo ,gnr oeer s likely that, popular support or popular 

p::.:-ass'~re for a bold and conotructive so1ut1on 1.rill be forthcoming unless the people 

would he.v(:l reA.eon to bel i.0v0 thnt ·they cmtJ.d expEJct. the Rtl:~sian government to be 

Leo SZilard 



CONFIDENTIAL! NOT FOR RELEASE! COPY JOR BOLL!."rtl 
Koveaberll, 194'1 

THE FULLOWING IS THE TEXT OF AN ARTICLE ENTITLED "LET'l'ER TO STALIB" WHIOI 

HAS BEEN SUBMI'rTED FOR PUBLICATION TO THE ~OLLETIN OF THE ATOMIC SQIENTISTS IJI 
DR. LEO SZILARD. IN THIS ARTICLE DR. SZILARD MAKES AN APPEAL FUR STALIN TO TAKE M 
INITIATIVE AND ADOPT A NE\-1 LINE OF APPROACH -NEW BOTH IN SUBS'l"ANCE AND METHOD -

TOWARD THE UNITED STATES, CULMINATING IN A COMPREHENSIVE OFFER OR STALIN·tS PAM Pdi:i
A GE.l11m.AL SETTLEMENT WITHIN THE FRAME\-IORK OF A POST..,WAR RI<~CONS'.rJUJCTtON OF THi: WORLD o · _ 

THE PROBLEM,.TO J}E SOLVED .. 

I take the step .of writing this "Letter" bt:~cause I am. deeply concerned about 
the deterioratial of Russian-American relations, and also beeause I believe that the 
general sentiment which moves me to this action i s shared by the majority of the 

. 
atomic scientists who take an e.ctive i nterost in ma:t.tera of public policy., 

The steady deterioration of Russian·~American relations has me.ny ~isturbing 

aspects, but perhaps none is as serious as the ls.stiug tJffect which it may have Ott 

the minds or the American people' aa 'Hell as the minds of the people in Europe and 

elsewhere in the world~ 

Hera in America more and more men l-Jill say to me in private conversatior1 rthat 
'•, 

war with Russia is inevitable , These are men 1..1ho a:re capable of th:tnking independently 

and are not guided by whatever editorials they may read in their newapaperea , To me 
"- ~" 

their attitude is a symptom of gravG!l danger because ouce the American peOJ)le close . 

their minds on this subj&ct war, in fnct, will have bee~me inevitableo 

There are those who argue that there is no danger of Bl'l early wr because at , 

present Russia is too weak to start one and there is no precedent for the United States 
' . 

embarking en a preventive ware That there is no such pr0cedent is, ot course, ·true; 
but neither have t.he Am~rican p$ople 5ver before been :tn. a position where they had 

to rear that if they rem8.itl pa.ssi.ve during a protra.cted period of uneasy peace the;y 



may 11 ve to eee the day when wr - if it breaks out - will be brought to their 
homeland ,, 

I do not mean to say that the United Stat~a may start a preventive war against 

Russia W'lthln the next six months; what I mean to say is that if the present trend 

continues for six months, a fateful change might take root 1n the minds or the 

American people and the si tue.tion 11ould th0n be bGyond remedy o Thereafter it would 

be merely a question of tlme ~· a few ~hort years, perhaps--· until the pea.ee would 

be at the mercy of some Yugoslav general in the Ba.lka..'ls or ao:me American admiral in 

the Mediterranean who may willfully or through bungling create an incid~nt that will 

inevitably result in war.., If the present tr nd continues for six months, more 

likely than not, the further course of o,rents will bo out of the contro.:_ of the two 

governments involvedu 

The main reason for tho present trend is t.he fa t that two years have passed 

sinM the end of the war and no appreciable progrt~es haa been made toward s. settlemento 
Russia and the United States have reached a dearllockQ 

All this does not come as a surprise to moat of us who had worked in the field 

of a tomic m1rg;v during the war and h d tim~ to adjust our thinking to the implications 
of th bomb ~ I t \U\s clear :from the start l,ha~ the existenoe of the bomb and the 

manner in which it ,.,as · sed \vould no~;. mavt:~ tha settlem~mt easier but rather more 

difficult .. ~Je know that the T.~orld could bo sav d from another war only if both the 

United Stat~s and Russia w~re a.blq; to rise abova the situation and before this 

can cane to pass one of them alll hava to ~aka the leadc 

Si tuationa of this general type are not ri tiwut p:recedent in history; they . 

occur also on occasion in the liYe'S of :i.ndi·nduals 9 and the story of one such occurrence 

madll a very de~p impression on me< In 1930, tu lve y.;,ars a.ftar th~ end of the First 
' World \~ar, I met a cl.assroate of Jnine a:-~ U l') ta.-k~d f uhat had happened to ue 



since ve had separated .. He had been ·a lieutenant in the Austrian Arrq, and in the 

laet days ot the war in the Carpathian Mountains he was in charge of a patrol. One 

morning they- heard b.Y way o.f rumor that an a:nn:istice had been concU.uded, but being 

out off from communications they were unable to obtain confirmation., They- rode out 

on patrol duty as usual, and s.a they emt-~rged f'rom the forest, they found ·themselves 

standing face to face with a Russian pat.rol in ch;u-ge of an officer... The two officere 

grabbed their guns and, frozen in this pos:ttlon, the two patrols reJ!Yfined tor 

uncount~ seconds. Suddenly the Russian officer smiled and his hand went to his cap 

i}l salute, My friend returned the saluts, and both patrols turned back their horeea., 

1'To this day," my friend said to ma, "I regret that tt was not ~ who saluted first.," 

P~rhaps by writing this "L0tt~r" today I may make some slight amends for 1lfl 

f'riend's tardiness, for in these troubled times it is not without some personal risk 

for an American scientist to vrrite a "Letter" such a.a this one~ 

Today Russia and America find then1selvee s ~snding face to face, each of thea 

fearfUl of wat may be tb~ .other · s next political movC)o The American people want 

peace o The Russian p~ople ant peac~ alsoo 

As I see it, Ru oia. t-1anta pe •c13 ~- as doas t.he United s·tates ·• not only !or the 

rte:J..rt f'iv~ or ten years, she wants pr!n~e f r good~ And if I am correct on this point 

then peace can yet be saved; it can be oaved by you, yourselfo 

TffE APPROACH SUGGES~. 

It. ts wi tnin your po ·rer to resol 13 the cl.egdlock and thereby to permit a chango 

in t.he course of United Sta ·es foreign pc . cy~ but you t.::et!'l do this only if 'you aeeide 

to t.brow off t !1e aGlf·~imposed sbackl"S of i·~t <:! o' .d ~·f shioned, and aln, of the neW:.. 

fangled forms of diplo'lll3cy. 
-Russia and the UnH-od !'tates a:r _ rlf'-9,~1..,-J'lwd on almost every point on ,~ilich they 

have negotiated in· tha •ecent nestu On j1r;:r;r ~>.'Ch point., usda mey have very good 

un::DIU- -~l -----·--·--·- --~-·------



. 
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r'lnson for r. ,1 t, yl ld i_~,E , and t.h~ Dn:i.t.'-''l c:ot,aten m~ty aleo have very g ood reasons for 

not y:i.ald·•.Ogo ; 'm l'!C'f. goine t sugel"st t!l:.1.t :"CU should DOW yield OD thiS poi.nt or 

t.hn. t ona , or t'Jat yot <:~b onld noH ''FppetH 0. 11 t }Jr Fnit~d S tates ~ 

Whn.t I am sugge stirg in thi s '' l ,ett•"r 11 ar a. :>e i<H:> of int erconnected steps which 

a r .rl't:h in your ouwt.ri:' t o t.ako6 Ik. co.use th15y &r r!:loat unusual steps , these suggestions 

Ti mny also eomG a:~ a shock to somCJ of my fe ll· ·~oF~Americans who will read these lines o 

But t.hj :: ia not t h0 time!) to hold ba ck fQr faa or being expos ed to ridicule· or 

un,.,e.l':ran te<l a ccusotion3 ~ 

My firs t pocific s uggestion ie t.het you sp;ak di r ectly and personally to the 

All!c:d ::f...n peoplo., Whst yov. may say t o l em . and you might wish t o speak to them once 

a. mon ·•)l wi l : be n~"II>J , llnd because it wiD b uenm, i t will be ca.rr l ed by the radio 

stat. i on.s i n t.he Uni t ci Stat es ~nd will be.! r·~m·int d i n the nevspapers o Naturally 

you would l·JanJ:, t o Sp!ak i n Russlan, but y~ur interpret er could con~y your speech 

sentene~ by s entence l n ~'lglish o Your speech could be r ecorded and released aimul-

t.a.neously in Puesia and America, 

Th Amer~.ean people lis t en t o t.heu proaid·~rnts beoa.use what the President says 

t.o them IDB.Y a f fect th -:- i r l lves , and they wi.Ll liat<!ln t o yoo. ~or exactly the 8&1118 

reason c But t here is one impo tant diff1J::." S:1~e; you 1.sill be speaking t o thea as 

the head of a f orei gn eta t.e ; your Bpeanh will be 1.Ti t hout effect with them unless 

it is beli eved to be OTJ.e h mdred pe:L' cont s i n .~ra The sincerity of your expression, 

a e well as tho e ther t okens of einceri~y which you may be able to prosent to• the Ameriean 

people , will determine 'vhether your s peeches wi ll s t rike home ,, 

~~=--
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1r vour speeches to the AmericJtn people were ~iven full publicity in RussiA, 

you wouJ~ uo B 1onF wAv towo~~ c~vinc~nR the AmPricftn people thAt you mesn vhat 

:;; ·vou A't'A PRT1ntr to thetn. 

Am vnn wou1A FO A 1onf! W""~r townwl~ conv1ncinrt the AmeriCRTI peonle th~>t they may 

e~ect ~R1r plRV ~rom vou if vou ~nvite~ thP. nro~inent of the United StAtes to Address 

the Vhl9"''11!n pennJ a 1m~t. 119 oft,P.n "B vou E~PA"lr to t.he American Public l'lnd accordad 

ju~t A~ muc~ uuhl~e1tv to his anoAches in Rus~i" As is ~ivan to voura ~n AmericA. 

All the 1Mclo.1ner.v thrl'lU!<'h wMch the Amer:icAn nublic is being kept informed in 

tha Unjte~ ~t~te~ wouJA he at vour nispos~J, ~nn it ~rould remAin et your diapoeel 

in the nhsence of anv qtt~mnt to USA it for purposes of propaganda. 

'l'hAt vou vouV! hft he,r~ hy t1,B Amor:i.c n ·oMple is cert,in; but ho,·/ your speeches 

would l'lf'"'Act them 'toroulo nem'~n~ hoth upon ihe ubst,;nca and the tenor or these speeches. 

Whet inoeed shou1d be the snhst t:~nc l') o"' vc'tr ::tpAecme? 

'-'lvt t r <lUP'f"~>lt., ~n the f i rf'lt nl "'c~, ~ A th"' t. j n your speeches vou present to the 

ATllericon paon]e ~ cl"'o.r· p'lctm• · of 1'1 f'Pl'l rJrq1 ?et t le:nent within the framework of s 

PORt W"r rAC,.,nRtr•,Jctirm of the Hor1d, fl :~"J t,i 1 E=r.nent th~t t.tould enable RuaEJia end· the 

Unj t.eii .<it.<>t~s to J:Jve in oe1:1c .9 1.dtl1 :l:"lC·h other. 

At f.1rRt vou ud1l he ahle to pivll! sucl, a oic t.ure in rourth outline only; gradually 

vou m~v h~ ~hle to f~1 1 in more ~nd m0rP nf the ~ t~ils. You might co~ev the de~ils, 

o~rh~nR, hv 1esu1np- 1"-.rnm t:Jwe b t 1mEl "'UPr<l 10'll~ nt."'rV "ff'jci8l repor ts& 

By th~!> tjme V(lll hqve f'51 l Ad 1 t. h~ r1 ~ t '1~ 1 s, l'l .. 1-1 11 hAve given the American 

oeon113 mnrP- t'h!tn mprc=-1v " nictur~ o!' ro no~o ·ihle 1)0St-l1~"~r worln; you Hill have presented 

them wi t'h Sl'lmet'~-dnp thnt. i·d 11 <>mount ~.o nn o fr>er for R . oost·-VAr settlement. 

"fnu m1pht '"e11 <>sk ::~ ·t, thi P D" i rt: r"'C '1U f> ~ it ic; 1n tlet:-c.l ""' cruc:ial quea·Gion, 

··.,rhethPr Pnch R unil t. ,r"J of'fer '?Tl YC'~1 rwrt • .l f' j t. 1 s ?anarous, would nQt nut you ~t 

):1 tiif',:~r'lvqntP.ge ~r·r:nn the t'C~n·r o ... \Tjf'1~·r 0 r l..,t.er i'l p:ot. i <> t ion. u You could e<~sily make 



- o · 
' 

·-it cleor, h:JH v-er, that your offer har:: t.o b~ taken ae e. •1hole, that you are perfectly 

m. nt, ~ut thut fot> every poiltt that the TJnitP>d States vants to have modified in her 

fr•Yor ~ you may ask the.t some ot.hcr pl'):ll1t Of') rr.odif'ied in Ruasia 9s favor~ Aa long aa 

tl"ti:" is ~~Gar._y und-Jrstood, yc-J nc~d not~ and should not, hold back for the sake of 

la ~ •!' r bargaining ., 

s·.1(:11 nr~ t.he m3ru1tl tbrough which y:n1 may h'! s.ble . to convince the American people 

t.h...i:!.+---in your >~.evr as '- 1!!]~ ao in fact -~ p.:.:-1 ate entt.'lrprise and the Russian economic 

syatem and e.lso mix~d t'o-rme of t)Conomic organization can nourish side by aide; that 

Russia and tb~ Unit{l)d States <'..an b~ pa.l·t tYf the same world; that "one world" need no.t 

nc ::cs::>arLLy be a vni~orm w-orJ.d., Until 1:1uch <.J.me aa the American pe6ple as well as the 

Russlan p"3!.)pla shall be .::on\·inced of this aD. import.'3.l' t points> ve shall remain headed 

,\award s ·..rar snd not. towards peace, 

I am 'jold the.t. these days the opposj to th~sis is preecmted by authoritative 

'"r·i.tert1 in Russia . And if thts opposit.~ t.h~eie should be accepted as correct in 

America as well af:l in Russia ··- iL it should bo gf':nerally believed that there 11 

indsed ~o:'IIC :lnl!!xoi.~a.ble la'" wM.eh 9 in the long r.m. ~ makes war between your country and 

cur s :tnevitable~ then those in the United States vho are now working for the preserve. ... 

t.ion of peace vouJ.d begin to feel that they are merely delaying the war vhich will be 

all the more terrible the later it c0lll8s ~ 

Naturally you t-!OUld want to know hov the Amr:!rican people would respond if' you 

should dectde to take the ini ti:!~.M.v~ and adopt a ::~ew line of approach towards the 

United States ~ Would you really b$ able to break the present deadlock and tbereb,y' 

bring about a change in the c~trse of United States foreign polia,r? 

' Thare is a vast body of m.u and women in the United States wo view vi th geDUbie 

~oncern the rapid deterioration of Russian- American relatione, Many or thn have 



\ 

, ..,.v~ ~ouht.- 1n thfllir '1-tfll~rt ae to th@ gener.,l w:ledom of the present course or United 
1 

StAtfllP ~ore1pn po)1cv, vhile thev re~rrl v:lth equal miPgivin~s the Russian eounterp3rt 

of th i ~ po1jcv. r~ th~v ~o not ~t pre~ent tRke n st~nd in ~avor of chsnging the 

eourRe ~t.~~t~red bv their otrn P'Ov,.rnment, it is first of Rll because they do not see 

w:lth Puf~ic1ent c1 ~>rity P-T\7 orf!tctic"bJ ~ "'1 t~rn~=~tive course under preeent circumstances. 

'Moreo'l·er t.hev mRV he) 3eve t'l-tRt "!IV nt.teTilr i·. to l1rinP' llb0Ut R chanp,e must necess~>rily 

come to neup,ht a~ 1onp> A~ th sp,.'3ehes of vour rte1eg'ltes \JilJ continue to follow a 

l~n~ o~ ~~>eon~np which :lR lmacc,.ptPb]@. to th~ l~>rge msjori~ of the American ~Ublic. 

H' vou eucceAr1 in tJ1e n1 ~f'icu t tqs}- of formub t:lr.:w in your own mind a pr!!!ctica.ble 

solut5on of t~ poat........,~~tr i~eues and in eonv ev:i nP. vnur picture or such e solution to 

tha AtMr1e~'~n nu.blic, t.h~n Jn"SduAllv , "'B vou m~ke state:ment. "fter st,.ternent and issue 

report erter r~nort, ~ eomn]ete n1ctur~ of 8n ~cceptFb]e ~st-var settlement may 

unfol'l hefore thtt! Amer~c .. n peoole. By the time vou will h·•ve f1Jled in the detAils, 

and thu,. hJ~ve ·lmnHc-tt1v extann(3d a comp,·Al1ent=d T~ o1"'t'ar-, vou also will h~ve removed 

the b) ock v"·ich hAri c~uFer1 the rle"nlock , 

This sl-nuln h#!ve a direct Ann :intm'3di ote effect on the foreign noliey of ·che 

Un·Yten ~t"'t~P. Mo~t Amedc~nf: r.el ieve th ... t t.]101-1e \Vho rore lilt present in cht~rge or 

~u:ll'1 1ng Amer:Jean ··ore1gn t>OB cv w~re Arjnm to the or9sent policy because none other 

spue.,reil. 'Ornct1c'lblc to th~m 1n the drctm1st,;.:woso It is genarAllV' believed th~t~t they 

are men of f!OO(l t.tnJ., "-Tho can he l!1<pl!tcted to ch~nr:e the present course the very moment 

thev se" a as:~t1 s~Actorv H£Pf out of the p-c~s ::<nt :imp~>. sse. 

Y'ou m~v or mav not ~~oncur -..dth t his C'o:ni on . But :l n any c">se it is cl~.,rly 

,dt'hil"' vovr nm..rfl!r to p'ive the AmP-r jcAn y:r,0p1e a c"Jo:Jce between twoalterilat,:!ve courees 

c l10i cr.:-, th~ 1\ml'lrj cr.1n people wilJ exercia'e 

t,l,~~r chn'ioe--t""jt;~ 1 f'al"'ifAi1t]y hcme·~~in j'.,,:ror o f q ccuree which m"~Y laed to peace. 

'!'h€tv ,.,1]1 e.,;erc:l?e their eholce thr<m~r aJ J the rnechsnjsms by •rhich ublic opinion 

inf·luencee P.OV'!rmnent ooHcjfl)fl in AmaricR. Am t ~r--a who ~· re ,t present in chorge1 of 

stt1terr:! nr t.hfiJ courpe of' AmeT'i c.~n fm·e·1i!Jl nc;J h~'.· ''19'7'. tc: bor-r01-.1 fl phrBse of Mr . st1mson 8s, 



"ei ther !!hang~ thei r mlnde or lose t heir jobs ,.,'' 

In thj_ s "~tt~r" I am trying t o cope with a difficulty of communiaations which. 

might. be.insunn<Y".mtable.., w~ in America have a. crude and oversimplified picture of 

ho111 poli tictl.l de cisions come about in Russia , You in Russia may have a similar 

picture c oncerning Ame>rimlo :It. nrl.ght be therefore dlffic:ult for a Rueeian to go 

along with the baaic assumption of t his 11J .. etter 11 , that in America the liOSt important 

factor for political decis ions is not a public opinion created by the press but 

rather the at.titudes and opinions of the indlviduals who constitute the American 

public , and that these att itudes end opinlons may beoc:ne the controlling factor in 

certain circlllTl.atan-eeso Bu t if this ntetter" bad not ono chance in a thousand of 

rel'leiving seri ous consideration in Russia , I still \oJould want to write it rather 

t han to faee t he charge of seeing the approaching catastrophe w1 thout even raising 

a hand t rying t o a vort it, 

I f the conclusion ;,rel:'e reaehed that the measures advocated in this "Letter• 

l-!OU~d be effectivep if adequately implemented, it would become neceses.ry to face the 

diffi~ulties of implemen·-:.a.ti on o The difficulties of formulating an adequate aolutien 

t,o t he pcst.- -war is1n1es which would be aoeepta.ble to both Russia and the United Stat.a, 

as well 11s the t•est of the wo:r hi , a.re grsa t l y increased 'by the absence uf any inter

~hange 0f t.hought b$ ~ween Americans a.nd Russians who are not enou.mbered by the 

resporu:dbili ty of represent ing t he viflWS cf t.heir GovernJ'Mtnts o I 1:. ia parhapa under

~t-8.ndable t.hat atomic s cientist s shoul d par ~icuJ..arly str~ss this poin·t. and that -~her 

sha..1l d diacul!ls w1 th eanh other· whe"ther t.her<il is any proper way in which they ooold 

hel p t rn b:~:•ing about eruch an 1nt9rchanga of t hought o The difficulties vhioh stand in 

the way of a~hievtng this or even a rea~onable substitute thereof are obviouso But 

in view of their special responsibility it is perhaps not unnaturlll that atomic 

scientists should wish to 11ssiet in the implementation of eome significant endeavor 

aimed a t t.he permanent eetablishment of pes.ea " 



\ 

i 

The mo.jority of the atomic scientists 'lr.rbo take an active interest in utters 
of public policy are free from any anti-Russian bias and they do not include 
Communists, either in the narrow or wider sense of the term. The general aentt.lat 

them underlying this "Letter" is, I know, shared by/~~'IJ, but the specific 
thoughts embodied in it &nd the deoi.sion or writing this "Letter" are yq oyn aDd 
I am not speaking for any other person or persons. 

I 
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/I BULLETIN OF THE ATOMIC SCIENTISTS 
J 1128 EAST FIFTY-NINTH STREET 

MIDWAY 0800 ltXTI!NSION 1785 
MIDWAY 10052 

Mr. Ernest c. Colwll 
HM W ·u 
Faculty Exchange 

Dear Mr. Colwell: 

CHICAG037. ILLINOIS 

.... ~.0 

November 11, 1947 

Enclosed ia an article entitled "Letter to Stalin", a aemorand1111 writtea in 1945, a letter to the Editors dated November lOth and a copy of a letter addressed to tbe 
Attorney General dated October 25th, which are scheduled for publioation in the 
BULLETIN OF THE ATOMIC SCIENTISTS. Sinoe the BULLETIN will probably make a release at an early date, and since it is expected that the article will be widely criticized and strongly attacked by a large section of the press, I felt that I ought to transmit to you a copy of the authentic text in advance of its publication. 

Very si;ncerel.y yours, _, 
' /~ - --;? ..,.. • . .u ,--"/ . -.., -·~ - ? ' ---:z--

LeO Szilard 



OOffirt gft~trAltnrnrv <imnal 
'ftrttslfinghm,lll.C!l. 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
Institute of Radiobiology & Biophysics, 
University of Chicago, 
Chica.go, Illinois. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

November 11, 1947 

This is in reference to your letters addressed to the 
Attorney General, dated October 25, November 3, and November 
8, 1947, relative to your proposed letter to Marshal Stalin. 

We heve taken up the mPtter with the Department of State, 
R.1ld hElve today received a counnunication from that Depe.rtment 
signed by the Honorable Robert A. Lovett, Under Secrete.ry of 
State, and dated November ll, 1947. I enclose a. copy of that 
letter for your information. 

With regard to the questions of law involved, and par
ticularly the e.uplica.tion of the so-called Logan Act (18 U.8.C. 5), 
I wish to inform you that under the established policy of the 
Department of Justice the Attorney General does not advise pri
vete individuals as to the conseouences of their acts under the 
criminal statutes. You may, of couree, wish to consult your 
own attorney. 

I am sending a. copy of this letter and its enclosure to 
the editor of t he Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists. 
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Mr. Paul 81111 th 
San Pranciseo CbroDicle 
San hanciaco, California 

Det\J- Mr. 9ID1 th 1 

{/ 
loftaber d, 1947 

I wrote to 1011 a tew lllCnths ago conoerning Professor Leo SsUud wo at that time was Ti.f..lting the Bq Region. We agreed that 70U aDd I aight get together this last SUllmler in Calttornia, but u oircmutanoe• de-..eloped, it was neoessary tor me to remain in the ea•t all ~r. 

'ftle purpose or thia letter 1• to inform you tba t •a.tS.. th1• wek Protes.sor S•il&rd is releasing to the press a -..ery illportant docnment that be aubaitted to Mr. Jues BJrne• just prior to hi• appointaent u Secretary of' State. I thought you might find the docnment intereatinc, and I would also like to inf'ora you that it appear• that the euten papers, part1cularl7 the Ifev York Tiaes al¥1 Heral4 !ribune, are «<iD« to treat it as a document or substantial importance. 

Siaul~nem•ly vith the rel•se ot this doaaMnt Proftl••or Ssllard 1a releasing an article tmt1 tled "Letter to Stalin• (copy encloeed) in vhioh he expre~sea so.e of his Yievpolnts developed during this period ot graving crisis betliMD Russia and the United States. Mally ot us bere 1D the east belie-..e that this article is one that should be read bT the beri08.1l people. The lev York Times, I believe, i• 1nten41nc to print the tull text. (Both docm.enta are being publiabed in the JmJ..ITII or '!'HE A'l'CJUC SCD!ITIS'!'S tor December). . 

t aa indeed •GrrT \btt u yet 1'00 aDd I haw not be• abl• to pt toptber, and I s1noerel.7 hope ~ that business takes • bcae to 8u Pl'eoisoo in thlt .,.1"7 near t'uture. nease giYe -r beat regards to rq Mend Bovard BracU.e. I aav Merle MUler ( tor.rly of' YA.NI and nov vi tb Harpers) aD4 be said that he vas pl.alming to be in San Pranoi•oo thl• 110Dth. He said tbat be hoped to see yau vhUe there. 

Vi th beat regar4•, 

Sinoerelr1'0UI's, 

Rarrism s. ~vn 

I 
i 
l 
l 

\ 
1 
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lcwnber 12, 1947 

lfr. Ma'1'8hal1 MacDurtle 
Mttrck & Co. 
161 - Strth Avenue 
New York, "ev Tol'k 

Dear Mr. MAcDuttiea 

IDcloeet! are copiet ot c!ocument• vhich t eant Hr. Gro1u1J, 
tMay. 

!nalo•e~ !1 a1eo a memorAndum vh1ch I vrote in 1945 and 
vhiah a lao v111 appe"r in the next i•w• ot tha BULLETIN. 

Very dooere1y 7011ra, 

Leo Sdlard 

.. 

' .., ... 



The Rone1'"1!ble Oeorge C. M~tre hall 
· s.o~et~~ of st~te 
~ rtl'le'flt of !~t" te 
~~~~~1nP.ton, n. r.. 

!nclo88d 18 ror your inform~tion • c~ or • letter 
v"'it!h T l!lent tn,sv to the Attom&y General Iliad al•o 
c~ or t~ ~ncJol!lures. 

Very truly .,oura, 



/ 
/ 

nnxunxn 

Mr. MaNM11 MaeT>uN"itt Mwc'lt • eo. 
161 - Sktb Ann• 
lfflnl York, lfev To!'lc 

Deer Mr. Mile Datf1• 1 

•cloettd artt copiee ot c!ocunnte vhieh t Milt llr. Oroea, t0118T. 

( ' 

!!DOloattd b al80 a MI!IOrlllnt!Uil v'h1ch I Vl"Gt. in 1945 a!l! vhieh also will ·~~r in the next i•sue ot the !Uttlrrl. 

I 
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DOMESTIC 

TELEGRAM ORO I NARY 

DAY RGOIT 
lETTtlt RATE 

SERIAl. DEfERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
lETTER LETT£11 

Pat.rona ahould ctt.:k c.... of ...nee 
dt.ired : ot._... U.e ~n-ee trill bl 

tranM'Iitt.t u a te~eram 011 
t~nhnal')" eablernrn . 

WESTERN ... 
UNION 

JOSEPH L, EGAN 
P'ftESIOENT 

SenJ the following telegram, ~~tzb}ed to the temu on 6a~ hereof. wldch are hereby aped to 

V. l". lle1eelrOJ)f' ~ o..U. "b\.-._ t( -1 

To~----------------------------------------------------

s 

TIME FILED 
F 

Maesachu8et~s Ynetttute or 1echnolo~ 
Ca~o/orA~.No. __________________________________________________ ~~----------~--~~ 

Dwp8~t of' Pbyllics 
S~tandNo. __________________________________________ ~---------------------------+ 

Onbrid«e, MAesacbuPett• 
P~~~--------------~-----------------------------------------

Article !ft'le"M~sted CAUM or md«1en eoneern. Pind th~~tt Theodore Wal].no 

it wt th Oonden who clllle«1 four trustees. 'l'hi 1 !a no nw evidenee ba\ 

of oouree ~~trtiele will be 8ttseked if published and Bulletin will not 
!ndie~~tte Any referenee to l':CAS or poll ot neeutlYe eoBD!ttees ot 

scientists ~roup•. PleAse show thiB to Pe14. 

Sender', name and aJJrUJ Atomie Seient1ete ot ChiC ARe 
(For ~erencc only) 

Leo Ssil~trd 



164 DUANE STREET NEW YORK 13, N.Y. 

PUBLISHED BY THE NEWSPAPER PM INC. 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Professor of Physics 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Dr. Szilard& 

5 Deoe11ber 1947 

Mr. Deutsch thought you would be interested in 
seeing hie recent column on your letter to 
Stalin. Two tear sheets are enclosed. 

Sincerely yours, 

WALKER 5-2600 

Myril Axelrod 
Asst. to JU.bert Deutsch 

a 



NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC. 
MERCHANDISE MART, CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 

WMAQ NEWS BROADCAST 
TIME: 10:15-10:30 PM 

DATE: November 24, 1947 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: 

Following is an excerpt from the above broadcast, in which you may be interested: 

Dr. Leo Szilard, a. University of Chicago scientist, described a.s the "Father" 

of the atomic bomb--proposed in a.n open letter to Josef Stalin tonight that Stalin take 

the lead in seeking the basis of a. la.stinr: peace between Russia. and the United States. 

The scientist suggested that Stnlin tell the Soviet Union's side of the 

sto~J in a. series of radio broadcasts to the United st~tes and that the President of 

the United StA.tes be accorded the same privilege in Russia. 

Szilard further proposed th8 t the gre~~test possible publicity be given in 

the Russian press to both sides of the story. He assured Stalin that hip statements 

would be a big play on Press and Re.dio here in the United States. 

The atomic scientist prefaced his surprising offer to Stalin by saying 

that if the present trend of distrust between Russians and Americans continues for six 

months, the two governments will lose control of the situation. 

Szilard holds that Stalin could build an argument, during his series of 

broadcasts to the American people, which would really be an offer of a post...wa.r 

settlement;--an offer that would break the current deadlock which produces mistrust. 

Dr. Leo Szilard is e. 49 year old nnturalized American who was born in 

Bunapest, Hungary ADd who fled Germany--he taught at the UnivArsity of Berlin--when 

Hitler came to power. 

He is credited with brinp,ing to the attention of President Roosevelt--in 

1939--the scientific data which indicated that an atomic bomb could be produced. 

-MO.RE-
WILLIAM RAY, Manager 
News and Special Events Department, 
NBC Central Division and Station WMAQ 



NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC. 
MERCHANDISE MART, CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 

WMAQ NEWS BROADCAST 
TIME: 10:15-l0:3J PM 

DATE: October 24, 1947 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: 

(continued) 

Following is an excerpt from the above broadcast, in which you may be interested: . 

In March of 1945--prior to the detonation of the firRt A-Bomb,--Szilard 

prepared for President Roosevelt a detailed report on ,,hat t.'lis new weapon \'\Ould do to 

the position America would hold in the post-war world. 

Mr. Roosevelt died before he saw the report. But six weeks before the first 

bomb w~s tested in New Mexico, the Szilard report on the future was present to James 

F. Byrnes, F.D.R. 1 s "nssist~nt president" and then SecretRry of State. 

The gist of this report--with secret information carefully deleted--was made 

public tonieht, in t~e December bulletin of the Atomic Scientists. It is an amazing 

docu~ent in that Szilard anticipatAd that the creRtion of the A-Bomb would make more 

difficult the est~blishment of a ~ting peace. He chartifed, in detail, the exact 

results that our production of atomic bombs has produced. 

His thesis is that the A-Bomb has ta.ken from the United States the military 

adva.ntage this country held for 30 years--its ability to outproduce the entire world 

in the matter of heavy weapons. He makes the point that any nation can afford to 

produce A-Bombs. 

Dr. Szilard asserts that there will be nn atomic war if any one nation wants 

such a war. He fears that one nRtion mi~ht strike first, to prevent an attack qy any 

other nation. 

However, the "Father of the A-Bomb" believes that fairly adequate world 

control can be established by a.greement of three nations: The United States, Russia 

ancl Britain. But for that control to be effective, Russia would heve to permit Americans 
WILLIAM RAY, Manager 
News and Special Events Department, 
NBC Central Division and Station WMAQ 



NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC. 
MERCHANDISE MART, CHICAGO 54, ILLINOIS 

WMAQ NEWS BROADCAST 
TIME: 10:15-lO:}J PM 

DATE: November 24, 1947 (continued) 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: 

Following is an excerpt from the above broadcast, in which you may be interested: 

and Britons to move freely about in Russia., to hire Russ ians for espionage and to 

have entry into every shop, factory and plent in the vast territory of the U.S.S.R. 

What's more, Britain Bnd the United St ates would have to make the same 

offer to Russia. 

He acknowledges that these means of control are difficult. But Szilard 

argues thPt if it ca.n be achieved: "We would then, perhA.ps, ha.ve a chance of living 

through this century. 11 

### 

WILLIAM RAY, Manager 
News and Special Events Department, 
NBC Central Division and Station WMAQ 



1 - Holles - 6:15-6J25 PM - Monday, November 24, 1947 

If you get around among people, and talk with them about 

world-conditions and our relations with Soviet Russia ••• you're bound 

to hear an amaz:ing amount of "war talk". It seems to be spreading like 

"wildfire". 

More and more people seem to be surrendering to a kind ot 

"war psychosis" •••• you hear them saying that war with Russia is inevitable. 

And they're not all irresponsible people, or rabble-rousers 

either. It's not unusual to find business men ••• or industrialist• 

talking seriously of the possibility of war within two or three years. 

And there are others, of course, who are so resigned to the 

"inevitability" of war •••• that they have started talking about what 

they call a "preventative" war against the Soviets. That is, they argue 

that if there's bound to be a war then we should st&rt it while the 

odds are on our side •••• while we alone have a stockpile of atomic-bombs. 

They seem to reason that •••• if we start dropping atomic bombs on Russia •••• 

then we can put her· in her place •••• and settle this thing very quickly •••• 

without letting it become a World-~ar. 

Not all the American people are resigned to "inevitable war" 

with Russia. In fact, a Gallur·-poll of public opinion shows that 62% 

of the people want our government to keep on striving for an understanding 

with the Soviets. Only 31 pe rcent have concluded that it's impossible 

to find a settlement •••• and therefore, we should go our way without 

Russia. 

It's among this 31 percent that the "war talk" is to be found, 

of course. Incidentally, the war-veterans - who kno?J what war is -

make-up the largest group urging that we keep on trying. 

In other words, it's the people who didn't have to fight tbe 

last war and who won't have to fight the next one •••• who are doing mott 

of the talking about "inevitable war". 
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I mention all this as a sort of "preface" to a news bulletin 

received in our WBBM news-room just fifteen minutes ago ••••• 

It comes from the atomic-scientists of Chicago •••• an organization 

made up of the men who "created" the atomic bomb •••• that weapon which 

some Americans are now s&ying Vv e should use against the Russians in a 

"preventative" war. 

These atomic scientists are frightened by that kind of talk. 

They're frightened because they don't think the American 

people realize that - even with our atomic bombs - we could not win a 

"preventative" war. 

It might come to the point where - to defeat Russia - we would 

have to atom-bomb the cities of all Europe •••• and the vast spaces of 

Eurasia as well - to drive out the Russian ar~ies. 

And while we were wrecking those cities with atom-bombs •••• 

Russian planes might be attacking our cities with bacteria bombs. 

While Europe&ns died by the tens of thousands from radio

activitity •••• Americans might be dying by the tens of thousands from 

the plague. 

They point-out that in the end, we would be committing suicide 

while a t tempting to commit murder. 

If this is true - then no wonder these scientific men are 

afraid of the "drift" in American t hinking •••• the resignation to 

"inevitable" war. They say th&t is enough people start thinking and 

talking that way ••• then war will become inevito.ble. 

One of those who is ffiOSt worried is Dr. Leo Zilard. 

It was Dr. Z1lsrd who ~ ook the 1nitiat1ve ••• back in 1939 ••• 

in developing the atomic-bomb. At tho.t tin1e ••.• in the first year of 

the war •••• he called to Franklin D. Roosevelt's attention var1ous 

··~pe rirr nts which indicated th6t an atomic-bomb was a very definite 
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possibility. 

From his report •••• our scientific c.nd i.ndustra:tl resources 

were mobilized - secretly - for the great gamble. 

In May of 1945 - before you and I even knew that the atomic 

bomb existed •••• six weeks, in fact, before the first one was tested in 

New Mexico •••• Dr. Zilard warned James F. Byrnes- then secretary of 

state - that this was a terrible discovery. He said that the atomic 

bomb might becollie a Fr~nkenstein monster and jeopardize our ~ security. 

He foresaw difficulties ev·. n then, in bringing Russia into a system of 

internat~onal control. In fact, he said thc.t if we did not win Russia's 

cocperation tmmedic tely after the first uomb was exploded •••• then we 

milht never win it. 

As you know •••• we still do not have an atvmic a~reement •••• 

because of mutual Russian and American distrust. 

And so last month, Dr. Zilard sent a letter to Attorney General 

Tom Clark ••.• asking permission to send a letter direct to Joseph Stalin. 

He asked the attorney gener&l's pe rmission •••• so he would not 

run afoul o1 our trea son laws •••• 

In that proposed letter to Stalin - which was made public 

just a few rr1inutes c.go - Dr. Z~ lard outlined the drift toward war. He 

spoke of the "wc::.r talk" ••• both in Russi& and in the United Statef. 

And he said rather om:Jnously (and here 1 1 m quoting the atomic 

scientist) ••• "If the present trend conti ~mes for six months, more likely 

than not, the course of events will be out of control of the two 

governments concerned." 

So he proposed th&t S~alin himselJ ~o on the air ••• once a 

montp ••• and speak directly tc the American people. 

He wanted to warn Stalin that whatever the Russian leader 

mi ght say would be ·. , i thout effect, unless it was felt to be 100 percent 

· :tnce re. 
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He wanted SG&lin to outline Russia's proposals for a world 

set~lement •••• and say-- quite defin~tely whether etnd how the Soviet 

system and cur system c~n exist peaceably in the same world. 

But that letter ~as neve r sent to Stalin. 

Attorney General Tom Clc.rk wouldn't permit it. Vihy •••• we 

haven't been tol,.i. The letter was made public just twenty-five minutes 

c. go. 

Of course, Dr. Zilard admits t Lot vhat he proposed may sound 

like c. "carck-pot" idea. He agrees the chances of its succeeding were 

very small from the st ~ rt. 

But he s&ys -- the wc.y thin."s ar~ going now -- only a "miracle" 

will save us from another war •••• and so he's desperately trying to 

conjure-up such a "miracle." 

The trc,.d 1 t ione.l devices of diplomacy ho.ven' t worked •••• and so 

c.pp&rently Dr. z·lard thinks it's time for us to try some other method. 

-0-
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(AS BROADCAST) 

As the Big Four Fore .i.g..'"l Ministers sit dovm to3ethe1" in L·mdon to 

make a la:: t s tr..b a"; writing a peace tr·ea ty for Germm1y 1 one of the 

foremost atomic scientists has adch"t3ssed nn opon letter - ove:- t..lleir 

t.,eads - ··~o Pr8mier 0talln. The letter appear•a in the 'Oe~ember issue 

of the Bu:'.letin of Atomi~ Sciantist ~, ; just pub!.isheJ. It is writ~an 

by Dr. Leo Szilard, one of the men who first brought the possibility 

of the atomic bomb to Presidant Ronsevelt's attention and then 

played a large part in developing the actu~l weapon. Si~ce the 

frontiers of science and the frontiers of poli·i;ic& so oft(;n overlap 

nowadays, it's not ~ews for an atomic . scientist to ~peak his mind 

on world affairs,, But the proposal Dr~.~ Szilard has made does call 

for special attention and comment. 

Dr~ Szilard points out that Russia and America have now reached a 

complete deadlock on tile question of controlling atomic energy 

and on almost everything else. He fears this deadlock will lead, 

even tua lly, to a war nobody wants • He says ths. t mos t atomic 

scientists share his fears. He says that most atomic scientists 

feel that both the United States and the Sovtet Governments are 

pursuing mistaken policies; mistaken beca~se they are ~ompletely 

irreconcileable. He therefore has v~itten this open letter suggesting 

thatStalin speak directly to the American people at regular 

intervals, perhaps once· a month, outlining a general settlement 

that would enable Russia and America to live at peace with each 

other. He also urges · Stalin to invite President Truman to talk 

fran ldy to the Russian people through the Soviet press and radio. 

pd (MORE) 
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Dr. Szilard speaks for hilnself alone. H3 does . not claim the 

support of any other atomic scientists. ·The Bulletin in which 

his letter appears has not endorsed his suggestion. One editor 

co 'mnents that of course Dr. Szilard has shown political innocence 

and t hat only a miracle could mal{e his suggestion come true. And 

he quotes the I ·ca:..ian scientist Dr. Fermi as having defined a 

miracle as an event which has only a 10 per cent chance of happening. 

Dr. Szilard does not think his proposal has even one tenth of one 

per cent of a chances but he's taking it anywayo 

Dr. Szilard's lette!' deae!'ves commant on two p.:dnts. First., the 

lay-man cannot be raminded too often how much the atomic scientl.sts 

fear the atomic lJ .Jmb e Second, the proposal that Dr. Szilard 

makes - visionary as it must a:,Jj)ear to the lay:nen - :ot..ts the 

scientist in a new role. Dr. Szilard is not only taking part in 

politics. He has madE" the kind of 9roposal that we u~ed to 

associate with the most extreme t:,rpe of religious idealist. The 

Bullet i n to which he contributes has also printed many articles -

including one in its current issue - favorhble to world ~overnment. 

Like ti1e case f01· complete Pan-resistance in wartime the case for 

world '.:;overnment in time of pe ace is morally unassailable. The 

trouble, according to most of its detre.ctors, is that it leaves 

human nature out of account.. If so, we he.. .. Te coma full circle. 

A ce·1tury ago, the s~ie:-1tist wRs the arch-materialist; the believer 

in ortho '-1ox relic; ion, the arch- idealist. It v.•ould be 1.mfair to 

rel i :.; wus idea~.ia ts to say that the two have exchanged roles • 

( MORr) 

pd 
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But it is fair to say tha4; now i t is the ideal is tic scientist who 

expects men to act like gods. 

Just as t :1. e extre:t;.ea of reli c; ion and science meet in certain 

proposals about the con troJ. of ator.-;ic e-:1ergy 1 so the a to~~-~ scieL.ces 

and the science of as tronorny have much ~ ccmmon for the very reason 

that they too ~eem poles apart. The Atomic sclentist deals with 

completely in vis i~le forcds ri ;::;ht under his nose o The astronomer 

deals v:ith the en t:!.re universe and he soon will be able to see a 

bill ion li ::;ht years away., That r s the distance that 1 t tal!es light 

one billion yea1•s to travelu Yet the atomic s~ientist and the 

astronomer see the same kind of thing. They both see solar sys ·:;ems, 

lar6e and St•1all 1 -'. .!_1 appa~ently obeying the Sa.'11e law~, for the atom 

is s-:.mply a mi':"liature sol.e.:ro system. Ar~d the astronom€r 1 lil{e the 

atomic scientist is also in th3 news these days now that the great 

200-inch mirror has arri veri. at t 1."le new observatory on Palomar 

lvJoun "'cain - 125 miles sou the as t of Pas ader.aJ California. Your ve 

probably read or heard about t :-le journey of this rrirror. It's twice 

as large as the next largest rsflec tor at Mount '!Jilaon; not far 

away. The Califcrnia lnatitute of ·recr..nology operates both 

telescopes under the single direction of Dr. Ira Bowen who will 

co-ordinate their work. 

The hlount Palomar observatory hns three stories. The new telescope 

has e i~;ht mirrors - not lenses, but mirrors and the big 200-inch 

mirror, 24 :inches thick and v1ei Ghing 14 and a half tons, is the heart 

of the new ins t:-:-ument. 

(MORE) 
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The Cornin;3 Glass works which iilade the wedding presents that 

Preside·.1t Truman ar..d Ambassador Dougla:J g9.ve to Princes Elizabeth 

also made this 3iar1t ler .. s. It cost ~;600,000 when it was c·ast in 

1935. It wot:ld cost more than twice as much to duplic::;.te it today. 

·rhe funds came from thA Rockr~feller Foundation and the whole project 

is costing 6 1r illion dollars. 

(MOR~) 

pd 
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What scientific returns can be expectE'Id on this investment? The 

gia:'.1t r.lount Ps.J.•.nnar telescope wilJ hA U9ed to photo~ra.ph various 

heavenly hodie '3. !'i:i r s not built pririla.riJ;~r for astr:>nomers to look 

through. It '!:>u~.lt p:::-imarily :Lor them to take phctographs tlhioh 

they can enlarge and study. Hl1.en i'G is :ready for actua.l us6 -

and ·~hat pl~vbab1y will not be fer sor.1e weeke liime - astronom~rs 

hope ·c o ~lee:.:.." u .:; at least t:b.x-ee im.por .. cant matters • ':!.'hey expec-t; 

to to.l:e photographs of tha planet Mars that will show wl:lethet' 

NatUJ'c or &ome 1·orm of lifE'I made its so-called 11canals~" ':Chey 

expect to be abl.e. to tell wh;::tt chemical ele;me":'lte exist on other 

heavenly bodieA 811d in what quantitlE'Is. An~ tl1ey believe they can 

ss.-y for 0er'i:iain w:b.ether OJ.' no t the md verse ia expanding. It so 

happens that at : · ~e same time the 200 inch mir·~·or· arl~ived at Hount 

Palo:·.1ar 1 ~1·. Harlow Shaplo:r 1 d:lre~tor of the Harvard Obse:"vatory 1 

declared iT'I the annual report o:f the Smithsonian Institution .• 

that the unive:r•se IS expanding and at a rapid l"'~te, Dr. Shapley 

re po:.."' 'Ls t lwt a for·ce tha.t he calls "nega ~ 5.-ve gravi tat~on11 causes 

v1hole salaxies lilce our ovrn L~ilky \Vay - and th~re are ab0ut a 

hundred billion of them in ~.11 - Juo fly apar··~ and separa·~e . .. But 

do not uorry • You are in r .o ii~1ne.diat~ danger. Developments of 

t hi s magnitude take billious of years to work themselves out. 

VJhat does all this :nean to you and me 't The Uount Pa1om8.I' 

telescope might throw a l0t of new lieht on p0ssible communication 

amons the planets of our ov.T solar sys ·!;amw It ought to ::h or1 more 

about the natura of that solar system m.d of other solar systems 

and g n.laxiese 

(more) 
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And just as the atomio scientis·Gs found that their researches 

confirmed the findings of the astronomers~ so the astronomers, 

with this new Mount Palomar telescope, may help the atomio 

scientists to learn more about the behavior of atoms and electrons. 

Pure science • that is to say the study of the way things behave -

soon become appJ.ied science - that is to say making tl1inc;s behave 

in a certain fa~hion. ~stronomers oa~not do muoh more aoout the 

univers9 than the wenther man can do about the weather. But the 

natural principles that the astronom~r observes in the universe 

around us oan h~lp us not only to understand but to control our 

own '.7orld and oU!'selves. 

Two years ac;o tre Smyth~ report on atomi~ energy upset a lot of 

our fixed ideas about the physical, ~at9rial world in w~ich we 

live. It showed us that matt er amoun.ta to nothing 1nore nor less 

than concentrated energy. But we found it muci1 easier to adjust 

ourselves to this new idea. t~1an we d5 d to adjust our~elves to the 

implications of the atomio bo .JJ. In January a book will appear 

whicih seems likely tc have the sama effect on some of our cherished 

beliefs as the atomic bomb har. on t:1e city of Hiroshima. The book 

is entitled Sexual Behavior L1 the Human I.Iale. It was prepared 

with funds from tha Rockefeller Foundation by Profes8or .i\.lfred c. 

Kinsey of the University of Indiana and three associates. It 

deals vdth the sex habits of men in the United States. It's based 

on 12 1 000 detailed personal. interviews with men of all ages and 

classes from all parts of the country. 

(more) 
fdm 
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The publishing firm of w. B. Saunders of Philadelphia which 

specializes in medical books is printing loo.ooo copies of the 

first edition. Except in the oases of book club selections 

thatrs more copies than almost any commercial publisher ever prints 

of any book for the general public. Yet Dr. Kinseyrs book seems 

sure to become a best-seller. Already it has received considerable 

news paper publicity. Ne xt month most of the leading mass mac azines 

as well as several class magaz ines will devote articles to Dr. 

Kinsey's findings. 

The chief conclusions Dr. Kinsey reaches will shook and surprise 

a lot of us. He states lis a fact that in their sexual behavior 

nineteen out of twenty men in the Unitej States have at some time 

in their lives done somethi nG l or which they could be criminally 

prosecuted. As I say, he bases this statement on 121 000 

intcl'Views with 12~000 indivic1ua.ls- Public opinion polls have 

predicted and reflected human behavior with 98 per cent accuracy 

on the basis of much less exter.sive intel~viewing - and nr. ICinsey 

plans to intervievV a total of 1C01 000 Americans and produce eight 

more volumes during the next 25 years. A radio broadcast does not 

offer the time, nor is it per;.1aps the place, to go into details. 

But no coverage of the present frontiers of science can be cor.lplete 

if it does not refer to Dr. l~inseyts conclusions and what they 

mean. Preud based his theory b.nd practise of psychoanalysis on 

the study of about 1 1 000 abnormal patients. Havelock Ellis who 

pioneered in the same field ba :::: ed his conclusions on about 200 

persons, most of them abnormal too. 

(more) 
fdm 
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But in the light of Dr. Kinseyto findings itts hard to say what 

is normal and what abnormal. The people he t:1lked to wel~e r~ot 

suff el'ing from ar..y mental or nervous disorders o They were leading 

averac e lives. But it seems that the life of the average ;';.r1erioan 

- at any rate his sex life - does not always conform with our 

declared standards of behavior. Dr. Kinsey finds that sex norals 

differ in different classesc College gr~duates lead s or3 

conventional sex lives than men viho did not get beyond ~liGh school. 

(more) 

fc'l.rr.. 
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High School graduates lead more conventional sex lives than those 

who went only to grammar school. But Dr. Kinsey finds that the 

sex behavior of Americans has not changed much during the past 

fifty years. The notion that we have suddenly become more 

ennacipated just isn't so. Apparently our fathers and grandfathers 

cut up just as much as we do ~ but talked about the capers even 

less frankly than we do. Dr. Kinsey confirms Dr. FI"Ued who 

maintained that sex plays a large part in the lives of children. 

Dr. Kinsey also found that nearly all American men establish their 

sex habits in their teens. He doesn't think tllat joining the army 

and going off to war made much difference. 

Dr. Kinseyts book will stir up plenty of controversy. No doubt 

about that. It vdll raise innumerable questions. Some people 

will wonder if we are not equally hypocrical about all the seven 

deadly sins. Is the seventh commandment the only one tha~ is more 

honored in the breach than the observance? What would a 

questionnaire on the lyine, ste aline , covering, swearing, and 

. honoring thy father and thy mother habits of the American people 

show? And how about Dr. Kinsey's statement th~t our sex habits 

have not changed much in several generations1 Isntt the real 

point, perhaps, that no one would have thought of compiling such 

a book a couple of generations ago? VJbo would have published it? 

How many popular magazines would have given its contents a 

circulation running into the millions? And what would radio -

if there had been radio- have done? What, for that matter, will 

radio do when the full details of Dr. Kinsey's findings reach 

the public? There, in this frank facing of disagreeable facts 

that our ancestors ducked; there is perhaps the real revolution 

in contemporary morals that Dr. Kinsey has hastened along. ras 
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Medioal soienoe has brought two more diseases more nearly under 

control. A team of doctors of the New York State Department of 

Health has tracke~ do~m the virus that causes intestinal flu. 

:t:t is found in contaminated milk, water and food~ And another 

team of war·::;ime sc~.entlsts snnounoes as cure for mala::oia that 

works 95% of the time. (Itts used with quinine and has proved 

the most powerful antimalarial drug in existenoe -- 8"ld the 

least poisonous, tooe) 

ras 
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