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EAST SEFIK DISTRICT

PATROL REPORTS

1970-1971
MAY RTVER

Report_Ne. Officer condicting Area Patrolled
Fatrol e

1-70-71 J.F.WHTTE Waniap Censns Division.

2-70-71 J.EWHTTS Central May Census
2-70-71 J.E.WAITE Saontral May Censns Division,

3=-70=7 J.E.WHITE SePik May ZJensis Divisior.

4=70-71 J.BJWHITE Abei May ZJen=nus Division

6-70-71 J.ENHITE Arai May Census Division(Part Abei
May Cemsus Division
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA
PATROL REPORT E
District of....... R AR v cvvecrsenrnrasssssssnnes Report No. 1.0 1270 (70, o MAY RIVER i
Patrol Conducted by....<.o. e (L2008 erok L T R 3 S B T LA el
Area Patrolled.. WARAAR... oA MR RATRBALR.....cccorverrsesesssmsssrsmnesssssssssssssnsnsassssssssssnsessssasssssssssens
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans........... O RN N
Natives.. 2.k aEalle Ja s 403, ). Madigal Orderly.
Duration—From..3.../..0.../1970...t0)%.../..5../19.70.. '1
Number of Days.... 10 . GBYS........covenesemsssssnsssssomssssssssssessosss
Did Medical Assistant Accompany ?.......... 0k ceeooeviccisinnrrisissnns
Last Patrol to Area by—District Services......../.. =./19.022.. 7 Days
R i e AR SIRLC
Map Reference..... ) V.. RAvar. Raknad. NQak Q8. d9092Z0.....ersssmssssssssssnssssssssans
Obj.<ts of Patvol... 720508, Javialons. Aras. abudy..and. Shknaklon. depart. and....
Geasral Adninisiration..Total.Repulaticn..of.Area. Rakralled=..072.......
Director of Dis*1izt Administration,
PORT MORESBY.
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67«8
Division of Distriot dministration,

RONEDOYI. PAPuA,

1560 Nnbalhym s, O

‘he Diatrict Commissioner,
ast Sevdk Jlstriet,

Your reforence 02«11«13 of 24th 4 plunbery 1970,

I agkrowlodge with thanks rec ipt of Amnun) Conn 3,
rer Study and Situalien Report by lre Jo . didte, fatrol Tlcery
of i Y Census Divisione

i nete the covoring cemmentn. Mr, Vhite has conduoted

A yery useful patrol, aud ¢ .¢ well prese ted, inforwative report
is a creditable plece of worke
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____? Department of the Adm!.nistrator,

§7-8-8 1)
4

67-1=13

Division of Distriect
Administration,
pguuc uffice,

e oIy - ot ARy it - o ¢ %

24th Septomber, 1970,

The Asslis striet Commissioner,
Sub=Dis Office,
-
MAY RIVER PATROL REPORT NO. 1 OF 1970/71
y - a2
Thank you for the above report submitted by
Mr. J. B, Vhite, together with your covering memorandum 67=1=13
of 16th September 1970,
I have no comments to add to those already made
self. The patrol report itself Is excellent in context
presentation.

Paragraph 3 of your memorandum is noted.

: J;//'/’ 42 e o
e’ + /8 &L

(&, 0, HICKS)

ceCe to The Departmental Head

KONEDOBU .
For your informati/.gp‘ and records please,

Kty I
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Sub Niatpiet Office
S A BN e : e
Last Cepik "istrict

15%h Ceptember 1970
The District Commissioner
masEKJepik District

v .ué P HAY CENJUS DIVLISION

Te Attached please find rour copies of the above nuentioned
report plus relevant canping allowance claims and patrol map.
Would you arrange for sun prints of the map to be mede and
attached to each copy of the rofort lense., Two prints would
also be apprecinted at this office please,

2¢ The report is concise and self explenalocsy. The report
is too brief with regard to heading il Lcorowy, I cannot

see how'lNot Applicable' can adequicely describe the econ

of a division with 74 labourers absent outside the distri

and an airstrip within it's bou daries. There may also de
sowe exploitation of crocodiles n the rivers of the area, or
the sale of artefacts.

Je My confidential patrol instruition dated 7th August
(Information on avigebility of rivers, wowd have reached
am{ River after the departure of the patrol. 0IC May iver
will be requested to forward this information in respeet of
all rivers he has visited within the lay River area at his
carliest convenience.

4, The lack of an appendi: noting com:ents on Patrol
folice will leave future Officers at a 1998 to now who has
experience where nnd who is reliable. ‘‘eparate 1518 have

no doubt been sent to the Cor icsioner and OIC Police VYewak,
amending records of service.

Se The report is an axcellent documéjggf?s far as it goes,

Lol JBragee
a/Assistant Diatrict Uo .nissioner
CeCo V.I.C.
‘h;x A{l VAJR
“leas: comply with para 3 above. This information

is extremely important. 'he information provided should closely

Zollow the proforma. I have found it necessary to complete one
profoima for outboard driven craft and another for workboats,
as the information for each is different for any one river.

In fubube ‘rea Studies pleoase gy document fully

each aspect and sub head of the Lconomy heading with the view to
obtaining an accurate per capiua fipure no matter how low it nay
be. This is the only accurate source of infornpéfion we have from

which to compile the annuel report.
jJ. W .Jir{l[‘!‘“e 'ﬂ/‘l )()

Divislon of listrict ulminiatra»v-;

2y

L




REFORT NO,

MAY RIVER No., 1 OF 1970/71

% L) SUB-DISTRICT AMBUNTI

;: i) o L v :

.21 2 3 j g
DISTRICT EAST SEPIK

COUNCIL/NON COUNCIL AREA NON COUNCIL AREA

PATRO™ CONDUCTED BY JOHN EDWARD WHITE
wp T3 |
p ' &) DESIGNATION PATROI, OFFICER ‘
" AREA PATROLIED WANIAP MAY CENSUS DIVISION |
PERSONNEL ACCONFAIYING 2 members R.P.N.G.C.
i 1 PATROL 1 medical orderly
[ * DURATION OF PATROL  3/8/70 to 12/8/70. 10 days.
. *R e |
E
L 4 DATE AND DURATION OF LAST DECEMBER 1969. 7 days.

DDA PATROL TO AREA

OBJECTS OF PATROL 1« Census revision,
) 2e Area Studye.and Situation Report.
: 3¢ Generel Administration.

L . TOTAL POPULATION OF AREA 677 -

'! §. PATROLLED ;
by ‘ ii

e

; MAP REFERENCE MAY RIVER PATROL No. 5 of 1968/70

)

VILLAGE POPULATION RECISTER ENCLCSED
ENCLOSED/ NOT ENCLOSED
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v QZBZZ%. Mong%zg Radio conversation. Preparations to
epart patrol,
Departed 1.00 PU by outboard motor.
Accompanied by two police and medical orderly.
Arraived Waniap village 2.45 PM,
Met village officials - camped,

4[8[201 Tuesday, Census conducted at Waniap,
ener scussions on economic development and political
education, Medical treatment given by medical orderly.
Departed Waniap 12,20 PM by outboard
motor. Proceeded up Waniap creek to highest navigable
point arriving 2,00 P,
Proceeded overland by foot arriving
Boropa 7.00 PM. Csnped.

518[20, Wednesday, Census conducted at Boropa., Talks
on political education, economic deve. opment, Complaint
of unlawfully striking heard - to be investigated
at Tigi village, Medic.al treatment given,

Departed Boropa 12,30 PM

Arrived Ama 2,30 PM
On arrival visited private airstrip and met SDA mission
aircraft., Observed new windsock be installed and
operation of new grasscutter,

Camped,

658(70 Thursd Census conducted at Ama,for villages
ol Kauvia and Wobarue. Also talks on political education,
economic develcpment. Medical treatment givene

Housing inspection conducted. One civil complaint
heard,

2/8/70s Friday, Departed Ama 8,55 AM

Arrived Ienewe 12,00 PM
Some renovations made to resthouse
in afternoon, Waiting for some people to arrive,
Camped,
Saturday.
§[§[2%tE;;§g!;a Census conducted at Icnewe., Talks
on political education, economic development., Medical
treatment given,
Departed Ienewe 10,30 AM

Arrived Ag / Uwau new camp 12,30 PM
Inspected n: ampes New resthouse.
Camped.

9/8/70, Sunday., Observed at Agrame/ Uwau,
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PATROL DIARY (CONT) {

v

¢ i
10586{0‘ Mon%gx. Census revised at Agrame for Agrame " A

a1 au villages,Talks on pdlitical edurnation, :

economic development, Medical treatment given,
Departed Agrame 10,30 AM
Arrived Tigi 12,30 P
Waiting for people to arrive, Camped,

11{8€¥0, Tuesdg¥, Census revised at Tigi., Telks on
po cal educa%ion, economic developmert, Medical
treatment given,
Local couwrt held - unlawfully
G striking from Boropa village. Accused given four

months I.H.L. Housing inspection conducted,

12[8(20! Wednesday, Departed Tigi 8,00 AM, Proceeded
ong Tigl creek until 11,30 AM. Met outboard motor
and proceeded to Waniap village arriving 12,00 Pu,
Paid off carriers and returned May River station

arriving 2,00 Pi,

R R S EE g n" L L § S R
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D OF FPj IROL DIARY
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SITUATION RIEFORT

INTRODUCTION

- - -

1.This patrol,was mounted from 3rd
August 1970 to 12th August 1970. The objects of the
patrol were to revise the census, prepare a situation
report and area study and carry out routine general
administrative matters.

2o The objects were achieved with little
Aifficulty although there are problems here in compiling
an accurate cersus, The people here are very nomadic
ond there were some ahsentees from the census who were
wandering around in the imnediate arca.

3, Patrolling in the arca presents few
problems especially in a dry period. The terrain is
only slightly undulating and the tracks appear to dodge
most of the sago swamnps,.

4, The carriers used for the patrol
came from Waniap village, It is suggested that future
pat>ols recruit from areas posuyibly in the May River
station area., The Wariap carriers had many chortcomings
including the fact that some tencion exists between
them and the rest of the census division which re
different linguistic groups.

POLITICAL

1¢ The area operates asdministratively
through the villege official system, This system
has been operatling in the area since the first village
officials were appointed in 1965, The luluais in all
villages visited appear to carry reasonable authority.
However this appears limited to their own village
as none could be said to carry any influence as a
whele through the census division and in some areas
would be little known, Some luluazis proved ineffectual
and themselves are basically superstitious and aighly
exciteable, This applies especially to officials
of Tigi, Agrame and Uwau villages.

2¢ The attitude of these people towards
the Administration and the mission is one of quiet
acceptance as long as they can see these two institutions
providing them with the basic services of health
eand law and order. However it will ve a long time
before they realise that there are other benefits
to be gained by working in liscson with the Administration
by settling down and exploiting what economic potential
exists in the arca and sending their children off to
school. These people as & whole are very primitive
basically and traditional ties and superstitions
govern their way of life, They are highly exciteable
and are not particularly interested in seeing changes
to this pattern taking place, An example of this was
in one instance where a man was sentenced to four
months I.H.L. for unlawfully striking with an axs,
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POLITICAL (CQNT) L »f%
I &
. o
Like most people he related the death of his mother y =
1:0 SABApTEoR Wenlen S mEw D3 T e has " ‘ M"
3+ Repetitive political education ! =
talks were held in the villages but only Waniap b ig'
village could be classed as having any real comprdhension, r -
However all villages do know the MHA Open member "
Nauwi and some realise he is thcre to assgist them k VA
in making economic improvements. However how all ! ol
this ties in with the »nresunt system of governument . e )
is beyond comprehension. E
4, Pcople from most villages visit i o
Wanamoi and Auri villag 28 on the May River to have o
sing-sings. However little is exchanged vetween the ‘ !
groups so that this comnmunication could hardly be i
called a trade routce ''here is very little contact i
with people further down on the Sepik river because %, L
of distance to be travelled and lack of coufidence, .
5¢ It should be noted that there is ' .|
a 31% male adult absentee rate due entirely to ¥, =
recruitment to New Britain plantations. This is the &
only source of revenue thai comes back into the area -
although most of it is spent on the Jjourney homa,. " |
5¢ What Europczn clothing *hare is in 1

the area is dve nmainly to this recruitment and not : 4
to any established trede rouvtes. Traditional dress
however is still very prevalent in the arsa., Sheath
gourds being worn by men with gire gire shell
decoration around the neck. The women mostly wear
grass skirts with also the gire gire shell decorations

P —

T —

ECONOMIC i

1¢ There is sound economic potential
in this area foi the commencement of cash croppinge.

2e It is believed the soil especially
in the Ama, Ienewe, Kauvia and Uwau sreas would
be suitable for coffee growing, ¢

3¢ Apart from being able to grow coffee . ‘ ?
there is tremendous marketing prospects. At Ama
there is a private airstrip which at present is ‘
used by the Seventh Day Adventist mission about =t b
once a month, The strip is at present 1500' in A
length with the possibility of extension ;o 3000*%, 3
The mission were installing a windsock &* she ¥ )

eastern end »n the patrol's arrival and have also % )
supplied a grass nower to ensure regular cutting,. : ri}
4, It is obvious that if coffee was ‘ P
developed in this area a trade store-buying centre ; it
would be established at the strip and coffee flown i &

out to the coast.
Sellowever a key to the attitude of .
people tc this is at Ienewe village where a man 4 B
has been given training as a Farmer Trainee at Maprik, «
He obviously returned to the village with the intention : -




BCONOMIC (COonT™)

of Anins pabhin- ~ie% g L owaslge his nas goined
and that is exactly what happened, He had a ur¢1day
at Maprik at the Government's expense, He was given

a dressing down by the patrol and told tc get on with
the JObo

6s A name has beoen taken at Ama from
a man from Kauvia village to be onfurwarded to DASF
Bainyik in the hope that arrangiments can be made
for him to attend a Farmer Traince Course, It is hoped
the results are better and the man shows some
initiativees It is realised that blame caunot be levied
on one ian but the people have to co-operate with him
to establish any cash bLOr’Ln”. It sbould be remembered
that the people are uwmsophisticated and highly exciteable
but surely scme start has to be made.

7« Efforts were made to irterest the
people in introducing scme new food crops in the area,
It would be good to see pineapples and sweet potatoes
tried in the areca. It wes observed that coconut trees
have Deen newly planted in some villagose Ib ia hoped
they are successful, It is obvious efforts have been
made previously to establish pineapples and sweet
potato but the reople heve never followed the matter
up and established permanent gardens,

SOCIAL

1. Housing in the area is of a
suprisingly good standerd. Some constructions appear
new, However little cleaulinese is observed inside
and many houses are overcrowded at times which is
not good health-wise,

2. Kauvia end Wobaru groups have now
settled together at Ama near the site of the present
airstrip., It is obvious more migration will take place
to and around this site during the next few years,
This will surely be the case if any economic developmrent
tekes place. At the moment the Seventh Day Adventist
mission visits Ama by aircreft at least once a month

and is active here with medical treatment and the proposed

establishment of a schoole This is no doubt influencing
the present migration trend to the sita,

3¢ Apperently this mission also had a
school previously at Waniap village but gave it up
because of poor attendance by students who were happier
out in the bush,

4, Health in the area is poor. Cases of
yaws exist in many villagese. All people h ve grille
and meny h.ve tropical ulcers, Bronchitis and pneumonia
and of course malaria cause many deaths in the =area
especially among young children and older people.
It should be noted that the census figures show only
twenty males and twenty one females in the 46 years and
over age group which shows life expectancy on the

average is about forty years,
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SOCIAL (CONT)

D« Bolle people Aps paw -y prala-
wuserVe” oy pavroirs because wuéy héve gone bush
&t the vime of census and wany unknown deaths

obviously occur because tbsy never se¢ a medical

superstitious beliefs,

MISCELLANEOUS

Jil,
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District Commissioner 4
,.
Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation $

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund

if

Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund
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MAY RIVER No. 2 of 7970/71
ANMBUNTI

. -~ &°

Woomnnn NON COUNCIL AREA
PATROL CONDUCTED BY JOHN EDVARD WHIIE
DESIGNATION FPATROL OFFICER

AREA PATROLLED CENTRAL MAY CENSUS DIVISION

PERSONNEL ACCOMPANYING 2 members R.P.N.G.C.
PATROL 1 MEDICAL ORPERLY

DURATION OF PATROL 24,8,70 to 2:9.70 10 days.

DATE AND DURATION OF LAST JANUARY « 3 days.
DDA FATROL T0 AREA : .l

CBJECTS OF PATROL 1. Census revision,
2. Areea snd situation reporst,
3. General

TOTAL POPULATION OF AREA 1015
PATROLLED

NMAP REFERENCE May River Patrol No. 6 of 1969/70.

VILLAGE POYULATION REGISTFR ENCLCSED
ENCLOSED/ NOT ENCLOSED
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Vivision of Listriet

admipistration,
4. wletrids vriaice,
A.but i'

ast o.gik mk‘!’o

20th Cetober 1970

bistrict Commissioner,
Fast Sepik District,

Sevak.

May River Patrol Ne. 2/1970-71
gntrul lay Divieion.

Te Attached are four copies of ti.e sbove report s.
relevent camping aliowance clair and patrol map. d
mhmnnmmuuuorm-pm attach =
eopy to eact copy of the report and return three copieas
to Ambunti please,

#1 Comments are:

2. Thies report reached my desk on 17¢i Cetober, over

8ix weeks after the end of the patrol. iir, White has
been advised to submit a written oxplanation for the
lateness of this submission, the time allowable du this
distriet for completing s report being four duywy -~

51%!&10 Report:

3. _9_&3“35 = A separate submirsion from May River
%.1l1l recommend the appointment of Luluai ARCEKATHL of
Samo .

4, The Distriet Court . unti committed the murder
case for trial. In the accescary after the {fast to murder
ease it was found that there was incufficlent”to commit

the Tultul of INAGRI for trial and the accused has beenm
released.,

Area Stm:
Se lLeadership. jars 1. 4 separate submission an

appointments and dismissal will be provided by the (fficer
In Charge, May Kiver.

(#neral 39_&:“ :

6. This well written and informative report pointe a
Clear picture of these pathetlc SWaup people. The economy
of the area as described is all but non existant and
possibilities of expanding it are almost nil., Ihis wonld

be the most depressing area of the Sud District to patrol as
the officer is aware thore is nothing of note that can be
done to better the iot of these psonle.

//%,

Ls B, Bragge,
Assistant District Commissioner,

For your information please.

GeCo ©.T,0, May Dipar
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67-1-13 Asbunti.
20th Cetober 1970,

¢.c. Offigcer In Charge,

Fatreol rosi,
iay Siver.

Please comply with paras 2 and 3.

4ith regard te para 5 and 5 a patrol
report is not a document upon which aclion is uuum.
separate correspondence is requircd.

Thank you for /ppendix Ae. It is inteaded
to conpile a Sub Dist:ict index and report on Ravigable
Rivers, To assist in this would you fellew the proforma
exactly in future reposts please s7 we can have & unifors
presentation throughout the index and report.

Le %, Bragge,

Assistant Distriet Scamissiomey.




PAGE 1,
LATROL DIARY

Monday 24th August 1970.
Departed May River station by outboard
motoxr 11,00 AM,
Arrived Auni village 1.00 M
. YOpeied valipbave., rulis giver 18 afternoon
on politieal edusation,

Zuesdey 25th August 1970,

Census revised at Auni. Housing inspection
conducted and medical treatment given.

Dzub“Auihyouﬂbouﬁntorudmivod
Iabrem 10,30

Obtained paddle canoces from local people and
proceeded up Samo creek. Constantly held up by snags.
Arrived Samo village 3.00 FM. Campsite prepared.

E

Census revised at Samo. People in poor health,
edical treatmeny given. Talks given on hygiene. Inspected
the one large house and condemned it to be rebuils,

Departed Samo 11,00 AM

Proceeded through heavy swampland crossing
and re-cro headwaters of Samo ereek, Arrived
Inm 12.40 FM. Campsite prepored.

4

Informed of murder in village. Investigation
carried out, low":gn up and pictures taken of cracked
skull., Statements fron witnesses. Two arremsts
made. Murder charge ml Accessory after the faects charge.
To accompany patrel to River patrol post.

Census revised, Medical treatment givem People
in poor health,

Departed Inagri 1.00 ¥

Arrived Amu 3,00 PM after proceeding through
heavy sago swamps after leaving the headwaters of the
Samo creek.

Campsite prepared,

Exidsy 28%h August 1970,
Census revised ¢\ Amu, Medical treatment

ed Amu 10.00 AM and moved towards
Saniap river. ceeded through flooded sago swamps near
river and reached paddle canoces broughkt by Wanium people
about 11.30 AM,
Proceeded by paddle canoce to Yei hamlet
‘mm 3.00 M,
Campsite prepared.

Saturday 29th August 1970.

People from Yeli hamlet gone off on hunting
expedition., People sent out previous afternoon to locate
them unsuccessful, 014 hamlets seurched to no avail,
Reported to have moved further south and will probalLly
return in a eouple of months time.

Departed Yei 12.00 PM by paddle canoce ]
and proceeded down Saniap creek arrlving Venium 2,00 PM, )
Vet village officials - camped,

81'“0
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ZATROL DIARY (CONTINU:D)

Sunday 30th August 1970.

Observed at Wanium,

Arrival of outhoard motor cance from May river
in afternoon, — -~ : A
Monday 31st Augugt 1970.

Omuvud at Wanium, Medical treatment
given and on
permits inspected. trade store licences,

oot
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INTRODUOTION

1« The area patrolled lies directly south
e Nav Rivewr atghinae . T4 ~172 J 20200 Silul viesngue
on the May river in ololo ty to the station.

2+ The area ad to the south of
the station oon.ilto oi.:;!p and there is no

relief from this. hamlets of one or two houses

being built on small hills which can be observed from
time to time,

35« The villages on May river included in
this census division and those on Saniap creek are

more readily contacted and more settled.
!h:{.aro more aware polit than the people to the
80 who are nomadic with no change from traditional

ties.
4, The objects of the patrol were achieved,
The census was conducted without real innidclt. The
usual tions were made of housew ts.
A poliece (] tion was carried cu‘ at and a
woman was charged with murder after it became clear
thet a case could be established against hex.
5. It should be remembered by future putrols
rocrilt carriers close to the station on a casual
o It is 1-2::u1b10 to recruit from hamlets south of
the ltaticn Samo creek, These hamlets have little
population the people there are primitive and nomadie.
6. The patrol received co~-operation
from the Wnniu-iI;oplo who trtvcll up river by puilln

canoe for strong currnut tc meet
the patrol near Amu haalot. !hnir assistance was invaluable.
POLITICAL

1« This area suffers because it consists of
three separate 1 groups. The people in the
river and Saniap river sections have no contaet at all
with the Samo creek poozlo. They are regarded as traditiocnsl
enenies and most times the Camo people travel further
to the south on hunting cxpeditions. The Samo creek
people consisting of the hamlets of Samo and Inagri
as well as Amu and Yel hamlets further to the east
are a very h.ysh people who roam about completely
oblivious to the outside world, In faet they are so
bagically wild and out of touch that no one from these
individual hamlets could possibly hold the office of
village official. This patrol recommends that a man
oallod Arokaino/ Saniga originally from Inagri who
u‘icnt five years or more in Kavieng be made
over the three hamlets of Sand, Inagri and
Amu, The previous tul tuls will have ‘o be revoked,
One of them is on an Accessory After The Fact To Murder
charge relating te the ebove mentioned murder. He
tried to conceal the iacident from the patrol.
An attempt was made on the May river villages
d Saniep river villages to further political education
by general reading from two books distributed by Politicel
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PAGE 4,

LOLIIICAL (CONT)

Education Officer, Wewak, entitled 'Lokol Gavuman' and
"Matias 4 Tok Tok Len:odusnnn'. The pictures in the
bocks were & novel the people wlko showed some
interest even if from a curiosity sagle. It

wli o el LG v e —y O wistied ‘wWiwclly
leaves them bored and restless, Their attention
seocmed to last longer with the displaying of these

books.

3« It is believed that people in the
May river and 8 river villages of Wanium and
Ibu are interested local government. From
observations they would appear ready to contribute
a tax rate of $0.50 to $1.00, It is realised by them
that the only possible that departmental representatives
will visit May river to discuss possible avenues
of economic development with them is through Counecil
deetings. They also realise that .1 capital frojnt-
or on of facilities such as health will only
be at Council level.

ZCOBOMIC

1. The only income obtained commercially
is through the very limited sale of crocodile skins
by Fekwe and Wanamoi villsges. Also Wanium village
sells some artifaet-shields for a nominal amount
to an Angoram trader,

2. The area has no agricultural potential,
There is no relief throughout the ares from the expanse
of sago swamps.

3¢« It is unfortunate that International
Nickel have agpmnuy abandoned exploratory work
in the area. It would have ut least provided a limited
mulood'mlomttuntm“u”

#8 was vi ised towards possible mining operations.

t could have also limited the number
nf adult male absentees from the area by providing
some loeal attrsction for the time being. The present
adult male absentee rate is 32% and undoubtedly

rilil‘o

4, It is belief tha% there are only
two ways in which the stration can help these
fooph on eccnomic lines. That is either to introduce
ocal government whigh could be the necessary
instrument to produce some thought towards pruvjects,
The other altermative is a re-settlement s
although I could not imagine these people forsaking
their area even if it consiste only of useless swamps,

S0C1AL »

1. I have never observed previously i ) ‘
hamlets in such a depressing state as Inagri and £4 !
Bamo hamiets, Nearly every child under the age of s ;
five years was suffering from yaws and in some i
cases malnutrition., The yaws were cbserved as large J
sores surrounding the mouth, Most ~f the children had

:

i
v
i

g
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not been washed for many days and the smell was vile
wnei they had collected together for the census.
2« One of the other probliems hLere
mmdodvmbmuumnnpnuubm
;w foot helrwm whp mwmfacpg Tpe -3 0 JueNuy 488
eyond description., The graves were usually in close
¥mvutmuunmm was no escape
rom the smel)! bYecause of the scaree alternative
land available Yo make camp and wonduct a census,
3. As mantioned earlier a woman from
Insgri had teen arrested by the patrol on a charge
J of murder. She was charged with murdering her five
e ear-old daughter with a bush knife., The creck in
i skull neasured all of twelve inches. This is
ﬂ not the first instance of people from these two
i
|

s 2l SRR il
—

e

. hamlets murdering their dren., I refer &:ﬂ to
May River Patrol Report No.6 of 1968/69. only
reason the matter was uncovered in this instance
was because the patrol was passing %18 area.
Obviously many sueh murders have been hi from
the Administration,
4, Although I am not familier with the
Child Welfare om::. or ita interpretations wurely
- some uing coi) be w to hawe Pu eiildren gdopted
out of these two hamlats £ r Saelir own 2salth and
eafety. The ple proressiag to be the parents
of these &ramnghnmmwutum
| — be seen by the poor health and history of murders.
[ L‘ 5. I have yet to witness childrem

L

—

living in sueh erty with sush a limited chance
of real survival. I have taken colour slides of some

? ' of the cases of observed which cam be made available
.L Wy to Dept. Of Public Health.
| e | 6. Jousing inspections at Wenium and Ibu

1 led to the condemning of some houses to be replaced
in one months' time., However constructions here are
buhdg sound and these two hamlets appear to
have settled down in normal village pattern.

Both are quite sisesble villages.

Z. Conditions of vnln.gu on May river
ware reasonable. The people appear to pay some attention !
“ replacing poor housing frequently. Y

8« A small seventh day adventist mission § 1
school has commenced at Pekwe village near lMay 5 ‘
River station., However as with other futile attempts
to commence schools in the May River area it has 5

had little co-operation £ parents who will not )
insist en children attending school. This has led ¥

to irregular abttendance with people providing all ; :
the excunes in the wox\", I have ly told theso
people that " cducation is not compulsory as such, §
However it cen be recommended that the school be

removed to Ambunti to people who aporeciate the

advantages of education. That if tney wish to remain

backwurd and not be prepaved to help themselves

that is vp to them. Thak in comparisen other areas

e A AR
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1, Gtream Name Seniap river.

Extent Of Navigable Section -

Na le by outboard motor as far as
Wanium village. A distance of twenty miles from mouth
at Sepik river, .

Length of section- The river would de
at least 60 miles inlength to the headwaters. However
as stated it 1s navigablo z‘outbom motor for
_‘4 20 miles. The river would be classed as navigable
to river trucks or workboats.

Water Depth In Channel -

High 10't0 12 '
Low As low as 1'6" in places,
Meximum curreny m.p.he-

High -« 4 %0 5 m.p.h.
Low = 1 m.p.h,

Tidal Range - Not applicable

Restrictions to Navigation in section -
Severe restrictions at low tide past Ibu village whiech
is 15 miles from mouth. This is because of low water

Some minor whirlpools exist that have be watched
by outboard motor operators. The mouth of the river is
narrow, No altermative channel exists and it must be
approached with care at low tide,

Landing Places In Section=~ No actual
e4ties exist, Vanium and Ibu villages make reasonable
places slthough the rapid rise and fall of
current and water level means precaution necessary
in securing eraft overnight,

General., - Connects with Sepik river.
However the river has no commercial value at the
moment and is only wsed by Administration patrols.

depth and increased impediment and on some occasions,
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John E. White
Patrol Officer
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Divicion of District Administration,

Bl Bl  FPapua
1Zth Noverber, 1970
The District Cowalssioner,

Zast sopll. Uistrict,
QST

MAY ALV, PATAOL Nio. 8, 1970/7

Your referonce (67-1=2 of 26th Uctober, 1970,

i acknowledge with thanks roccﬁtof Annual Census .
«hite

and sltuation . by iwe Jeie | Jatrol Ufficexr the
lay Census Division,

This ls a valuable patrol nm documenting loca)
m attitudes ately. comments and those of the
strlict Commdssionor adequately cover the points of
intexest ralsed in the report. :

The census figures will be further comarnted on under sep=-

(T.w, ELLIS)
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PERSONINEL ACCOMPANYT
PATROL

DURATION OF PATROL

DATE AND DURATION OF
DDA PATROL TO AREA

OBJECTS OF PATROL

TOTAL POPULATION OF Al

A L itOLIJED

MAP REFIZRENC®

LAST JANUARY 1970,

PO-LgnTIL; REGIS
ENCLOSED/ NOT ENCLOS

REA 0 OUICIL AREA
JOHIN EDVARD WMIT
- - \,’Tl O u \S
'ENTRAL MAY CENSUS DIVISION

u Ay S e

1¢ Census revision,

ce Area study and situation
Z. (Canars A gt

Je¢ eneral administration,

REA 1015 :

'~ \.«-\J--‘.J

weport,

%f 196" ‘70 &
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” District office,

Llike Dast uepil District,

26th October, 1970,

<

IVER PATI \L Qs 2 OF 1970”1
—A—m—————

4
Cialli AL A‘-_ L

Thank you for the above report submitted by
Mre Jo Lo White, Patrol Officer,

our corments sdoguately cover the ”
3 !. - . . m

vhich 18 most informative ad veory well ! ented,

I am swre .:-. nite will have g reass - ‘

explanation for the late sul sipn o' this repa't.

cece to The Departmental Head

———> Department of the Administrator,
LONED OB

. -

for your information and records please.
= L Ly
%, G, HICKS) [ W/

DISTRICT COMMISS IONER.
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Administration,
Sub Distriet Office,
Ambunti,

Last Sepik Distriet.

20th COetober 1970

Distriet Commissioner,
Lasc Sepik Distriet,

Tl .
o ) Nay River Patrol No. 2/1970-71

Qentral May Division.

et
-~
4

. 1e Attaghed are four ocopies of the above report plus
relevent omu’.auom claim and patrol map. Fouid
you have sun print copies made of the map and attach a
copy to eash copy of the report and return three copies

ERE e

L7 to Ambunti please.
' My Comments are:
}; .,;.A ° 2. This report reached my desk on 17th October, over
X e 34 six weeks after the end of the patrols Mr. White has
: been advised to submit a written explanatiom for the
1 e lateness of this submission, the time allowable in this
| B district for completing a report being four days.
;
| ,* " 3. = A separate submission from May Kiver
: ﬁ will rec he appointment of Luluai AROKAINO of
',gvii b, The District Court at Ambunti cor ::tted the murder
e case for trial. 1In the accessary after the fact to murder
P case it was found that there was insufficient,to commit
i the Tultul of INAGRI for trial and the accused has been
v released.
B ~ Ares Study:
L Se Leadership. Para 1. A separaie submiesion an
} | appointments and dismissal will be provided by the Officer
| gt In Charge, May River.
g Gereral Comments:
: 6. This well written and informative report points a

c¢lear picture of these pathetic swamp people. The economy
of the area as described is all but non existant and
poussibilities of expanding it are almost nil., This would

be the most depressing area of the Sub Listrict to patrocl as
P Lthe officer is aware there is nothing of note that can be
$ol 9 done o better the lot of these people.

For your information pleasa. -

Y 2
e
Lo . b.“.' . G

Assistant District Commissioner,

c.e, C. 7.0, May River
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20th Cetober 1970,

.

e.¢s¢ Officer In GCharge,
Patrol Post,

Pleane comply with paras 2 and 3.

d#ith regard to pare 3 and 5 a patrol
report is not a dosument uvpun which action is initiated,
séparate co-respondence is required.

Thank you for .ppendix A. It 1s intended
to compile a 5ul Listriet fadex and ceport onm Navigable
Rivers. To assist in this would you follow the proforma
exactly ia future reports please sv we can have a usifors
presentation throughout the index and repc=*,

L. %, Bragge,

Apnistant DH"EL!t m5'§&1 -
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244h August 1970,

Departed lay Riv\" station bw puttaepd
wwbod 7 ieww iy &
Arrived Auni village 1,00 PU
Prepared campsite. Talks given in afterncon
tical educetion,

on poli
Tuesday 25th Auwrust 1970,

Census rovised at Auri. Housing inspection
conducted anl medical treatment ;ivon.

Departed Auni by outboard motor and arrived
Jabrem 10,30 AM

Obtained paddle cances from local people and
procecded up Samo creek, Constaontly held up by snags.
Arrived Bamo village 3,00 ¥M, Campsite prepared.

#ednesday 26th Au-ust 1970,

Census revised et 6 e People in poor health,
Acd'cal treatment given, Talks given on hygienes Inspected
the one large house and conlened it to be reduilt,
Departed Samo 11,00 AM
Proceeded through heavy swaumplend crossing
and re-crossing headwaters c. Samo creck, Arrived
Inagri 12,40 Fily Campsite prepared,

Thursdey 27th August 1970,

Inforncd of marder in villege, Investigation
carried out, Body dug up and pictures taken of cracked
skull, Statements Uoken fvom witnesses. Two arrexsts
made, Murder charge and Accescory after the facts charge.
To accompany patrol to May River patrol post,

Census revised, Medical treatment given FPeovle
in pcor health,

Departed Inagri 1,00 PY§

Arrived Amu 3,00 IM after proceeding through
neavy sago swamps after leaving the headwaters of the
Samo creek.

Campsite >repared,
August 1970,
Census revised at Amu, Medical trectment

Friday 28th

givea.

Departed Amu 10.00 AM and moved bowards
Sanisp river. Proceeded throu IL ded “uro swamps near
river and reached paddle c‘ﬁnao brought by Wanium peorle
about 11.30 All,

Proceeded by paddle canoe to Yei hamlet
arriving 7,00 PM,

Campsite prenared,

Saturday 29th August 1970,

People from Yeli hamlet gone
expedition, People sent out previous afterncon to locate
them unsuccessful, 0ld hamlets searched to no avail,
Reported to have moved further scuth and will probebly
revurn in a couple of monche time.

Departed Ye. 12,00 PM by
end proceeded down Saniap creek
Met village officials - camped

~s

off on hunting

paddle canoe
rriving Wanium 2,00 I,




Wi AT crall S

FATROL DIARY L'D‘,'fl]:\,_.ul

3unday 30th August 1970.

Obeerved ut Wanium,
Auiavadtvi o wenw0fal Ao o0 Bduve Lavw Bty Tay S

in afternoone

Mondey 31st Avgust 1370
Census revised at Wenium. Nedical treatment
given and talks on political education, Shotgun
permits inspecteds Also trade store licencess
Departed Wanium 11,00 Al by outboard motor.
Arrived Ibu village 12,00 PM
Census revised. Tilke on political elucatione
Housing inspecticne. Med.cal treatment given,
Departod Tbu 2.00 PM
Procecded up Painu creel o lay iver and on .o HMay
o
4.

River patrel post arriving 4,00 Flao

Tuesday 1st Septenber 1970,

Visited Wanumoi and Pekwe villages clese to
May River statione Census revised, Housing inspections
conducted. T™wo civil complaints heard. falls on education
in reletion to Pekwe SDA mission school, Census also
conductea at Pekwe fox Abagaisue
Viednesday 2nd September 1970,

Visited Iabrem, Finu and Aumi villuges close

to May River station. Housing iaesvections conducted .

and census revised. Locel Courd conducted - shotgun
complainte

END OF PATROL DIARY
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’ 1. Th. area ‘?irolf 1 lieg Qirectly scuth
of May River statione It 2ls0 includes those villages
; ;i on the May river in close proximity to the staticn,
]
|
»
\
;
\
l

: 2, The areu patrolled to the south of
i the station consists of sago swyempg snd there is nc
relief from this., The smcll hap*gﬁﬂ;oi,«nc or two \EEeB.
‘s being built oa a1l hills which e.. be Dbserved LN, ,
time to time,
fﬂ 2, The villages on May river included in
: this census division and those on Saniap creek are
' mere readily coatacted and appear more settled.
They are more .vare politically tk the people to the @
@ south who are nomadic with no chanf, from traditional
g} ties. :
gl, 4, The cbiochs of the patrol were achieved,
The census was corducted wibhoé& real incident. The |
ususl inspections were made of houseS, shotgun permits.
A police investigation was ca ried gut at Inagr and a
woman was charged with uurder @eteW it & scame clear
that u case could be establishe. a,. nst hele
5¢ It should be remembcred by future patrols
te recrmit carriers close to the station on a casual
- basis. It is iupossible to recruit from hamlets south of
B! the station up the Samo creck. These hamlets have littl
B popuvlation and the people there ang primitive and nomad}j,., o
i 0 6o The patrol received o¢d co-operation
from the Wanium people who travelleda up river by paddle
csnoe for many wiles against a strong current to meet v
the patro). near Amu hemlet, Their assistance was invaluable.

i POLITICAL

1 This area suffers because it consists of
three separate language groups. The people in the May
river and Sanisp river sections have no contact at all
with the Samo creek people, They are regardied as traditional
enemies snd most times the Samo people travel further
to the south on hunting expeditions. The Samo creek
people consisting of the hamlets of Semo and Inagri
as well as Amu end Yei hamlets further to the east

%E; are a very hargh people who roam about completely
ovlivious to the cutside world, In fact they are so
basgically wild ard out of touch that no one from these »
individual hemlets could possibly hold the office of
village official. This patrol recomaends thet a man
called Aroxaino/ Saniga orig.nelly from Inagri who
-has spent five years or mors in Lavieng be made
luluai over the three hamlets of Samo, Inagri and
Amu, The previous tul t.ls will have Go be revoked,

One of then is oi. an Accessory After The Fact To Murder
charge 1elating to the above mentioned murder., Fe
tried to conceal the incident from tlie patrol.

An attempt was made on the lMay river villages
and Senisp river villages to further political educabion

‘E’ by general reading from two books distributed by Political
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POLITICAL (CONT)

Education Officer, Wewaky entitled 'Lokol Gavman' and
"Matias i Tok Tok Long Gavmen', The pictures in the

“Haaka weane & gevgl e S5 Se T TR L S s BOMI Y

- o -

interest even if only from a curiosity angle, It
was 2 change from *he usual speech which ususlly
leaves them bored and restless. Their attention
seemed to last longer with the displaying of these
books,.

2o It is believed that people in the
May river and Saniap river villages of Wanium and
Tbu sre interested in local government, From my
observations they would appear ready to contribute
a tax rate of $0.50 to $1.00, It is realised by them
thet the only possible way that departmental representatives
will visit May river to discuss possible avenues
of economic development with them is through Council
meetings. They also rculise that any capital projects
or expension of facilities such as health will only v
be had at Council level,

ECONOKIC

1« The only income obtained commercially
is through the very liunited sale of crocodile skins
by Pekwe and Wanamoi villages. Also Wenium village
sells some artifsct-szhields for a nominal amount
to an Angoram trader,

2« The area has no agricultural potential,
There is no relief throughout the area from the expeanse
of sago swamps,.

3¢ It is unfortunate thet International
Nickel have apparently abandoned exploratory work
in the area. It would have at least provided a limited
source of locrl empioyment for a time even if no
progress was visualised towards possible mining cperacions.
4% could have also limited the increasing number
of adult male absentects frowr the area by providing
gome locel attraction for the time being. The present
adult male cbsentee rate is 32% and undoubtedly

rising.

4, It is my belief that there are only
two ways in which the Administratioa can help these
people on econonic lines, That is either to introduce
local governmeat which could bLe the necessary
instrument to produce some thought towerds projectss
The other alternative is a re-settlement scheme
although I could not imagine these people forsaking
their area even if it consists only of useless swanpa.

SOCIAL

1« I have never observed previcusly
hemlets in such a depre~r~ing state as Inagri and
Samo hamlets. Nearly ev.ry child under the age of
five years was suffering from yaws and in some
cases maln“cr;xion. The yzws were observed as large
sores surrounc ng bthe mouth, lMost of the children had
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not been washed for many days and the smell was vile
when they had collected together for the census,

2¢ One of the other problems here
Tz Elu 00 iduf ved o s SuataiOW Loty on BLOUS
two feet bVelow the surlace, The smel! from these was
beyond description, The graves were usually in clcse
proximity tvo the houses and there was no escape
from the smell becsugse of the scarce alternative
lar. aveilable to make camp and conduct a census,

3¢ As mentioned earlier 2 woman from
Inagri had been arrested by the patrol on a charge
of murder, She was charged with nmurdering her five
yeor-0ld daughter with & bush knife, The crack in
the skull measured all of twelve inches, This is
not the first instance of people from these two
hamlets murdcering their children, I Pefer you %o
May River Patrol Report No.6 of 1968/69, The cnly
reason the matter was uncovered in this inataace
was because the patrol was ‘\J,Jl‘ through the area,
Obviously many su-n murders have been hidden from
the Administx exlon.

4 Although T am not familiaxr with the
Child Welfare Ordinance or its intexpretations surely
something ccould be done te have Ghese children adopted
out of there two hamlets for their own health and
safety. The people professing to be the parents
of these children are very harsh and unjust as canr
be seen by the poor health and history of murders

5¢ I have yet to witness children
living in such poverty with such & limited chance
nf real survival., I have Gtaken colour slidesa of some
of %“he cases of yaws observed which can be msde available
to Dept. Of Publl.c :‘{C‘Blth.

6e Housing inspections at Weniwupy =and Ibu
led to the condemning of some houses to bg replaced
in one monthy® time, However constructions here are
basically sound and these two hamlets appear to
have settled down in normal village patterns
Both are quite sizeable villages.

7« Conditions of villages on May river
were reasonable, The people appear to pay some attention
to replacing poor housing frequently.

8+ A small seventh day adventist miscion
school has commencad at xu:\ village neax> May
River station., However as ;;t‘ other futd): attempts
to commence schools in the May River area it has
had little co-orcratlon from parents who wiil not
insist on children attending school, This has led
to irresuler attendance with people providing all
the excuses in the world. I have s&mply told these
people that " education is not cowpul%cry as such,
However it can be recoumended that the schocl be
removed to Ambunti to people who appreciasie the
adventages of educations That if t;n; wish to remain
beckward and not be prepared to help themselves
that is up to them, That in comparison other areas
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FATROL CONWDUCLED

DESIGIATION

AR, 24OROLLED X . ol SUR DIVIEIC

PERGONIEL ACCOMEANTIING 2 mambers RellGC
PATROL 1 nedical orderly

DURATION OF PATRO Broken Period
21/2/70 to 1/10/79

and
5/10/70 vo 8/19/70
14 acys.

DAYE AND DURATION OF
LAST DDA FATROL T0 AREA February 1970 5 days

OBJECTS OF PATROL 1. Census revision.
2. Situation report and Area
S budy
Je Lund Investigation.= Paupe village.
4, General Adninistration.

CO0TAL POPULATICN OF AREA
FPATA0LIT™M

MAP REFEFENCE lMay River Patrol lo. 10 of 1969/

VILLASE POPULALTICN REGISTER ENCLOBED
ENCOSED/ NOT ENCLUSED




Panawail be transferred inte the Waniap May Census Dizision.

PB:JO

67-5-25

Division of listriet Auministration,

- . ' 25th" January, 1971,

The District Commissioner,
East lc’tk Distrist,

PATROL NO, MAY RIVER 3 OF 1970/71.

Your reference is 67-1-13 of 7th December, 197C.

I acknowledge with thanks receipt of Annual ©
Axn Study and Situation Heport by lire J.5. White_ Patrel e
Officer, of Sepik May cmu Division,. L

3. Thank you for detailing the ¢ ‘'reumstancee ot ﬁ- g
confrontation at Panawai Village. Jr, vhite 1 .
thhmorlmothtnuhuuuhm m“lﬂ.ﬁ-
assurance when patrol in remste ureas wi m o
Bentse s empetonsl Eotrts e s st e T

ave the on
Panawal after une coo 1 Gown period.

4, Your and vhe Assistant Distriel Comm'ssioner's com= ¥ &,
ments adequatvely cever the reports; however, please reccmmend or
otherwise comment on the patrellins officer's submission that

-
(T.¥. FULIO) ' :
° ! 3
CeCoe
Mr, J.E. whit., f
P’trol Officer el f
iutrol Post, s 3

May River
&%ﬁ-triot .
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Divisicn of District

-\\_:i‘iili .:ruti"\n, -
AP L A Offlﬁﬂ’ : &,
Ll st ik Cistrict,

7th December, 1970,

5 trict Commiss;ioner, 2
\ :“f'io-*‘, g
MAZ_SIVos PAZIOL REPCRT 0. a OF 1970/74 A
s . . v
Thank you for the sbove report together <ith your '
ecovoring memorandun, 4
The report 15 zeat in presentacion and most
m:or::fahi'v‘c. X i
4.)
{1th rcforence to the incident reported by
Mre white on page 2 in diary eantry . ine.lay 7th ctober 1970 and s B
eésaberatad vpon on page 6, ovored to tals office in . * ot
confidenti l memorandum Jdalcld 17th Qetober 1970, it 4is agreed that
a return pulrol should bo mate, but not before the epiretion of : N
five to slx weeks o allow teupars or my other Tora of hostility v
to cool down, !, N.ite should never have beem in 5 position ¥ 3
vithout police, vhers his bluff wvus eailed and he was unable lo do (e
anything constructive a: conseouence, Ho doubt he has learned n
chject lessan from iis experionce, ) ’ ¥
" i’" 2
¥
. .
Y
/8
¢sces Lo The Departmental Head .
.9 Department; of the Administrator, . g ,‘
KONED CBU, 243 |
The backeround of the above incident referred to B4 I

is that Mr. White visited lancwail Village without police and attempted @ p
to enforce a decision previously given by Mr. Pennefather that certain B
dilapidated houses had to be demolished; Mr. Pennefather's instruct- i

ion had not beer compl®ed wi‘h and Mr. White then gave an ultimatum :

*0 the group tc have the buildings demolished within th~ee hours. ‘
This was not carried out by the people. During the night apgrol'h-' :
ately one dozen men gathered outside the rest house and the tultul g
of the vili.:ge informed M., White that the prisoners (Mr., Vhite had %
convicted er the N.A.R.'s for not complying with his order to : 1
demolish the houses) would not be leaving the villase with the patrol. @8 §
Mr. White wisely did not press the matter. On his eparture next day
no assistance was given to him to move patrol gear to the water
transportation. Mr, White states that he usensed the atmosplhere as
being "very hostile" and he was expecting trouble.

Mr., White has been verbally censuvred over the g R -
incident and the situutiun is, at the moment, that Mr. Bragge and :
Mr. White, with half a dozen police, will visit Panawal early in the
new year to discuss the situatien with village elders and attempt to

-

8
take into custody the ' men who were lawfylly convigted. I will g
keep you advised on this matter, =t A

6.
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Sub Mietrict Office o
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R 1
30th lovember 1970 & |
¥ |
1. Attached please findi : ooyh:‘ of the sbove meport - 8
copy patrel :
relevant camping ﬁm \ E |
2¢ hmhlyoummgotohn‘ampmtofthonm R |
to eaci cop, of the report please end tlxrce ¢ipies sent to imbuntd f";
it
T ity Comments ares i . :‘-‘-“"
BEY &
My confidential deals with the ing'dmt at Panawed Y1
(eonfid. of I?7th Uet 1370). A follow up vigi¥ ‘mnn. M |
‘hite end Lall a doszen police will take p.wne one wecks ; /i
be The problem of cutboard motors Lhas been loay secegniseds . | ﬁ i
At the present time Awbunii does not have e single sunctioning Bl
notore. ’ LB
L i
Se Para 5 of Political - seperate correspondence avtached. 1 ¥
Go vara 6 and 7 Sconomic and loliticel developuent ideally be f},_‘
should co hand in } Frobieas are forescun for the Pav, R o
‘ld.lnri Iniok penyples The most fevoursble sspect of & N aFE
people in this regard h that there nr  mel very meny of [ ERE |
; e |
Lxep obtudy VR
7, The area ctudy is self explanatorye Village mpw I s oo |
d:shm will be forwardod under aonm:'oomm% o G
report is enother concise well writlten document from tee X
O :ﬁhom sector of this aivi;m could m% & i
contact u miring og:guor OW‘ : ' e |
da River, ‘ ; |

hﬂ.lghﬂnﬁ‘ otth.ri.w.::tu.m..h ;
cled sago eater vevrs swenps will !
ﬁuhﬂttohnor“mﬂ. l

e leononically they must benefit, but tle :z that the
e e S e Telegonds

plains

gsource of uinuuﬁn hat ¢

ers will buont nr more,




L R W L

,

a0 e

Monday 21st Septembexr 1970,
Jreparations depaxrt Senik May
B X A - e R . W W T DRSNS
by outboard motor accompanied two police and
T 1

- A ’ o [, ,
».b‘ _.: \:akl \‘_“.n._.‘..‘." -

Arrived Iemombul 2.30 PM,
Met village officials = camped,

suesday 22nd Septembexr 19 O
Censuvs revicsed lemombui e

Insprction shotgun permits. Talks
on local goverament, economic development. ledical
Creatuent given,

Deparied lemnombul 10430 AN

Hesded up Sepis rdver for Panewdi
village. Outboard uotor breakdown 12.%0 Pi.

Drifted kK dowvnriver to Iemombul
arriving 4, il
gal .»"’.-l.

Wednesdey 235rd SejGeuber 1070,
Able to obtein local Archimedass
wotor. Departed Iemombui 9,00 AM
Arrived Mowi 10,00 AM
Census revised at Mowi. Talks on local governuent,
economic development. lMedical treatment givend
C;'uped.

Thursdey 24th Septeuler 1970,

Departed Mowi 9,00 A¥

Arrived Iniok 11.00 AM

vensus vevised. lMedical treatment
given., Lengtay talks on possible economic developnent,
local government. Inspection, housing. Shotigun permits.

Friday 25th September 1970,

Departaed Iniok 8.00 AM

Proceeded by outboard motor inteo
freda river and then up a creek %o Auvom villagee
Going hard dve 0 low level of lake.

Arrived Auon 11.3%0 AM,

Census revised. Talks on politica,
education, local government, Alsc talks on econcmic
developument, l3dical treatmeni givene Housing inspection,
Cne lccal court case held,

Campcd,

Saturdey 2C*1 Septeuber 1970,

Departed Auen &,00 AM
Froceceded back to Iniok arriving

10,30 AN,

Camaad
ValliDede

Sund: gy 27th Sevtanber 1970,

Leparted by local outboard rotor
by duoible canoce from Iniok 9.00 AM. Proceeded up
Freida river towardas Paupe - motor ureakdown 11.00 Ali,
Returned outh of Freida river

and proceeded vemy slouwly to Mcwi village arriving 5.00 P,

1 f=
Vildd 'Tlle

¥yl e R A .,
g g | i
. . e
s :. ) ’ : <
- g A . 17 Q" ¥ ; ;

Sl

v




Mondesr 28th Septerber 1970,

“

;aincd another sal outboard motor

. l . d rOCEE - B vide canoe from kowd 8,00 Alle
A.--'.;.J'“ wouth of Freds ~ival 1 Al ,..,ur& Mo GL
5 DI e Jm.n = TOpairs, .)e*-x.d'e. again 1,15 P and
r I‘, c?‘ Lod 1 P & ¢ 1 ia 1 iver btowards P Do Vil;..l‘luoo
ALYy breakdowns against heavy current. "‘i'ml.l;" arrived

‘.O.,m Pile Proceeded slowly at night - nany snagse

J‘A SRSNY
Y .

'S Ta

suesday -G Ssplenver “10/Ue

At Prupe = census revised, Talks on
econonie developnent = local governuent, Inspection
| 0 'L-(Ji:;_‘i’ oS4 s SWLE e
LL.& _-L-~ v c;:.':. 1l = ‘1.4.44J4.n
‘ . bulk stnrace and trade store site 'f.,‘; Las Kompani e

¢hain and compasse survey cocupleted.

A oy~ r o) [ . 1 9.
Hednes J.M il B8DUC wer 197 e
T . : j #) AM v .y
» €] el raupe 8,00 Al QY 4 cal

outboaxrd motora P‘.‘n, yeded down Freida river arriving
Sepil raiver 1,00 Pu.

; Proceeded 11; .o Mowl village arriving

f 4,00 Pile Pro ress very slow = aotor in poor conditions
i ) & Camped,
|

Thursdey 18t OcBobexr 19706

wh Leparted lMowi 8,00 AM
q . Proceeded to mouth of May River and ther
£

up May Rivex 4n May R*’v—'r station arrdiving £.00 P,

T T
. ‘

Jupacking cargo- met Medical Asgistant
Arbunti and held dis ,1:.3‘9_,..4.

Tuesday ota Octciaxr 1970,
" . Depaxrted May river by local cutboard
1 ; motor to complete Sepik May census palrole.
‘ Proceeded down May river Lo Sepik révar

£S erriving 10,30 IVW. Procesded up Sepik river unt.ld
| . 6,09 P Arrived at bush house and gapade

: Wednesday 7uh Ccliover 1970e

o

v
4 A TS -

foxy one loun arriving
JLV‘;‘ P~ o. .3:.“:'. .-'

y , yén minutes TO AQge
of lake. Prosceded Ly paddle canoce to Paunewal
wpa 19 pu . - . o - - . :
’ Vel LEHO SCILG TWENT) LANUUSE ACKOS8S8 LLSCe

o jus coadactved, Moedical sa uent
givens Talls on local goverament, econcmic levelo uent.
People ordexed o pull down fi/e Louwsss found n

14 il N Sl LT AR 14

u--C«-a..&.ZLv cond.itione Peo CpLe Tel ‘ne.«‘o BOCEL COULU L&
o W oy TR Sk A :

-L.l.- ke 2.1 Be 4 OUN LS 4-J}V... JRG-A8 87

| SO conviciuen men reiuvased TO oL
- - - & - o N . 1 ~ Y -y
sy River. 20PL8 TeluSed pacdls Canoes OX WL
y W - g% ¥y Ly B i ik v wimtsl A sl
4 Calf0e HNQ D "9 F"_\‘OI'u AU TiaiQEC 8 SOl & DOV
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el L0000 ~,,‘..,.q_ ' _ vBi. ;~./', (. C ,\. e _.i. s & ‘L.A. 8388
of the rol were annual ce 8 revision, ion
report and ares udy aod a chailx d coapess land
investigation survey carr. out at Paupe viliagee
Alsc renersl edministrative services such as local
COWLV BTl _,S we.le W e 3ORAVNCTed B 1O cde © O
2¢ The axc¢ atrolled has uniortunate
dissdvantages. 'the census division has no wnification
scause of the great distences trevelled Lelween
;Le various villazes. In fact to give sone idea
it would be ut 150 miles from Panewal to Paupe

village and it could be said that these two villages
would have no laowledge of one anotheXrs.

%e The villages as ole are settled
wmder Administration influence, However they are
obtvicusly unsetiled for econcuic Ireasons as can
be reedily seen dwr.ng vieis to these vill.ages.
Apert from casual employuent «b Carpentaria Explorations
they have no real activity to occupy them such as
cash croppinge.

4, The patrol suffered because of continual
breakdowns uf outboard nctors. In one .ncident
the patrol personnel were endangered in tThe headwat iy
of the Freida river aob night agasinst a heavy current
becauce of tlese breaikdowns.

Je Beceuse of the great distances %o be
travelled in this census division it is cuggestwd
that future patrols carry a spare motor. It 4s -/
further suzgestad that local motors should not
be used except in an emergency. They are unroliable
and often brcck down weny miles tfrom commuicaltlons

Ge The objects of tlie patrol were aschieveds
An unfortinsbte inecident tuct will reguire a peparate
patrol tc Penewad will be dealt with under SOCIAL
in bthe situation zeport.

POLITICAL

1. The area exists umnder the wvillage official
system, The diiriculty here is that no individuals
including luluais and tul tuls have a great intrluence
over the peoplees It is traditional that they just
will not bDe subjact to much avthoritye

2+ he people heré appear to be ia what
could be celled a transition periocd. They are now
living reasonsbly peacefully under the luluai system
but are restless for more activity on economic lines.
They appeared Auring the patrol to show sustained
interest towards local government. They noWw believe
locel government may be the necessary level to entiuse 2
so.ue econcmie development, it

3, During politisel discussions in villeges
en effort wie made to discover how aware people were
tovards the netional political scene. All villages -
heve serviceable radics and rust absorb some of
the repetitive discuamsioas held on Radio Wewalk, 3
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POLITICAL (CONT I/ it
:
However aithough Lhey lave souwe knowledge of ths House '
of Assenbly and frnotiocns of uenbers theyr p~ -py . S
‘. 8RS aaetle aubeauby T poiaticel palties. -
4, A8 stuted they are interested in the @
introducticon of loecl pove “.eunt and how 1t can eflect
their . ormal pattern of . , ™is 18 ehsorbing most 4
of their "volitical” int. it at She aente ]
S¢ It is Lelieved theR# 1. o need
for & revision of census divisiocn boundaries in the arwa. 19 |
Panewai village should Le included in the Waniap May ! o
censug division, Panewai is four hours walk frow Ana w
wiich includes *Ls villages of Kauvia and Wobarue. -
The area between Ana and renewsi lLias obvious potential . " i
for cash cropring. With the development of the airstrip B
et Aua Panewal pecple ere showing interest in this area. s i?
In tae Sepik May census division they are about 70 niles . BB
from the nearest village Iemombui. It vakes 10 hours v .

by outhoard motor from Iemouhui to reach Parewai. I®

would appear more feasible to reach this village &s

part of tae Waniap May patrol. ‘ o
6. A3 stated earlier people hare appear

to be going through a trenaition period. The most prominent

example wculd be Paupe village on the Freids river,

They bhave some ties with the Taiwaxrdi people on the

Leonard Schultz river although they claim thess are

not traditional, Teiwari is a backward aree which has ‘

seen only two or three regular pptrcls. On the other &

hand they are witnessing some labge scale economic : X

development in their area through Carpentaria Explorations. &

Paupe is the off-loading point for Carpentaria supplies 8. ,

arriving from Ambunti. During toe patrol's visit a v i

bulldozer transported by barge errived from Wewalk, : X

The ecuipment owned by lir Fren' llartin was en route

to am airstrip site thav is w. srgoing construction.

The alrsetrip site would border the Telefomin sub-distriob. ¢
7. It is hard to gauge at the mwment g

the effect this develupmenat is having on Ulese people. ™ |

Taey are basically supersvitious people wlose life e

is governed by the spirit world, While at the village A

an 01d men died and the lul i came and asked me if :

I would go to Wanium village and ask the people if ' F
they were the ones who sent the evil spirit That killed ;
hin, They were convinced of this. AU the same time ‘

«a the opposite bank of the river stood a bDulldozer
representing devel: pment in the wodern world. It is

hoped thet cult woveuwerts will not develops The situation
will have to be watched.

e o e e o
-,
=
o~

ECOIIOMIC ¥

‘e Panewai village .8 the only area
waere cash oropping potential eiists. The people here
were Hold the; & Farmer Trainee is resident at Ienewe ST
and they should ask him to visit thelir village. Reference F B
ny pat:ol Nue.1 of 1970/71 on this matter. The farmsr LB
trainee has not been achHive and the people have shown i
little eathusiasne £l

5 2, As discusssd wi¢h the people in most .
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villeges local pgove.nue soul elp provid

bo - v) As . ' * p : aade :
~0il angwers © AT ) L L0188 X1l8V 2 LOQ
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80 sevelrely Jliulite 2O0LOLACALLY, 48 V1) .88 04
e d il ] s T amilnibd na {buatald an *ho .
410Xy LOW1l and Jlelombul are asibtuated on the DL LS

4 vom ) = s o " . v - .
e Sl ‘;ld A e 29V S ® ST BT il g oty wdeise V00D “liipn e

S« A% the noment Inick, lowi, Auom and
Tewombui villages osam a liuitsd incomc fzom crocodile

-

sizing, However the income is irreguwley and most ople
are inactive in this field.
te The in a0 of income comes ol
jage 1 rs The census diviei 8 a 7% adult uale
sentee rate which 13 o Je asual labour either
on liew Britei wvions or witl Carpenvoria Explorations
on 3 dreld ... Le
o« Unless - it L entihnge
I0le ec ic devel ; dnbe i epressed arse
it is ] ad @ mtee rate will iLneresse.
It is unfortunate but wless an crea can provice
local attraction a high absentes 6 will alweys be
Gie cases AU least abseutees are not of a natue of
permanent aigrat 8¢ AlUeXr serving a two=yeer pericd
.
)

L

on plantatiocus 2 eturn e e villages. Very few at
Ghe moment have takenm up permanent residence in the towns.
o« Villages such a8 lowi and Luom have

trade stores eratis i wever as with many villege
trade stoies have litile in stock on wost oc 388108,
1t appears that 8t peoul e river still purchase

most goods eitherx ; lay River Las Kompani store ox

from visits by Ee River Baferis wio gell trate

gtore items on their .wuseboat,

/e LI Lelieve it would Ve bemeficial if

Depte Of Trade and Indus ry could conduet & course for
trade store operatorsz at Aubunti, It is certainly n9edaed ~
here as operctors have litle idea of » aechanics of
atore aanagenent.

-

SOCIAL

1. e Sraditi Dad l ey of l:.:.‘(‘: Las
bealcally Leen uni iberrupted. lmch of their wvay of 1if
is governed Ly supersti.lon and the belief in GLhe f
‘nasalai' In various forms is rrevelents The women
caxrry out their daily tasks of Zishing in paddle canoces
and gethering sagoe. The men are sometimes occupied yvith
hunting trips or visiting other wvill ages for soccind
reasons.

2e There has Leen little nmissicn vobivity
1a the area. The Assenblies of God mission has wade
infrequent visits along the river and has establisned
e suall school at Auom villages

3¢ It is amazing Mow aware the people are
in some directiofis, This is especially so with educatione
The people reclise that the small school at Auonm
is nominal only regards being a facility for formas
education. In fact they actually frown won it. ™.n
have resached o stege in his airection where they wish
their children to lLave the opportunity of a proper
primexry school education,

4¢ The patrol was accommpeaaied by the
tul bul from Pekwe nsar llay River staticn. He stressed
*he importince of efucabtion snd asked taat The various
groups combine to assist thie Seventn Doy Advencist mission
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:
encourage parents o send clhildren to the schocl il tinwy
realise some accomw.odation exists. g : “ .
o d i gk W 20 fae pabtlol was 2c cc..,._» aniea by the
’ mnedical orderly from lay River stati... The usual couplaiats
! were treated - these villages on the Sepik river always
| suffexr from large s~res especlally as observed with young
" children. They use the Sepii river for weshing and it )
| Seels illfucti\‘.-‘.s SveLl A1'0H T _...J.
d¢ w9 Only local court conducted was
at Auom village wiere Ulhree men were couvicied and fined
for fal -J._“lt LO l Jie -a.\,.L the censuse llo oriminal orlfences
were reporved river vill 'Jd.Au Pa.upe village
o a complaint of :.M.‘mu.lt involving Taiwari villaoe on the
. Leonard Schultz river was reported. Taiwari vi e

' administered u Aubunti and the naiter uas been
i passed on acco. .t....\q‘_' -l~ letlex,
? 7. As mentioned earlier i wfortunate
- incident occurreld at Panewai., It ianvolve evples' refusal
uO leu J:\,\,v 10Use8 Ccn el ned Oy 3419 DR Ul. e ovEes
were condemned under the .ative Administratigm Regulationss
; Court action had to be taken asgainst tlose refusing the
e : orders Correspondence on this watter has heen forwarded to
: p NE abioad At - R P A o
’ 1 ' #eBUYTLCT VORULLLLSS ._‘3.,’ =] L S
S |

PR N - . LI A B )
* - i
John /. Wite
te 1 »
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REPORT No, n’n RIVER No. & of 1970/71
v &S ‘
' SUB=DISTRICT ‘ AMBULNYT
i ¢
. DISTRICT EAST ®RVIK *
COUNCIL/NON COUNCIL AREA NON COUNCIL AREA ‘
PATROL CONDUCTED BY JOHN EDWARD WHITE r
-
DESIGNATION PATROL OFFICER
*® AREA PATROLLED ABEI MAY CENSUS DIVISION
PERSONNEL ACCOMPANYING 4 members of R.P,N.G.C.
PATROL 1 medical orderly
1 outboard motor operator
i
l DURATION OF PATROL Broken Periods
26/10/'70 to 29/10/70
o 51/10/70 to 11/11/70
16 days
DATE AND DURATION OF LAST January 1970, 6 days
DDA PATROL TO AREA " .
OBJECTS OF PATROL 1« ( usus Revision.
g 2. Publication Pronroth‘ Anthoriw.
' 3+ Area Study and Situation
4. Investigate possible abduc ot
mammn women Usalimin,area.
TOTAL POPULATION OF AREA PATROLLED 756
MAP REFERENCE May River Patrol Report No.2 of 1969/70.
i VILLAGE POPULATION REGISTER ENCLOSED/NOT ENCLOSED ENCLOSED
: /\/‘&A M b\k*’
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67=8=26
Divisisn of Distriect Administration,
‘ | om pog' Ue RAPUA.
i th Jsawar;, 1971,
The District Commisoioner, .
Lan$ Sepik District,

d
AR,

PATROL MAY RIVIK WO, 4 CF 1970/7§.

Your reference is 67-1-13 of 7th December, 1970,

I acknowledge with thanks receipt of Annual Jensus,
Area Study and Situation Report by hr, J.L. White, Patrel
Offdcer, of Abei May Census Division,

Both your and the Assistant District Cemmissios~r's
reaarks siequately cover this report,

The ennity existing between the a parently agurese~
ive Mianmin Group and the Burumai Group will require wa.e
and every effort should be made to extend Administration ine-

fluence in this area by regulax patrolling, and by enlarging
the vill.gers' contacts with Nay ‘dver Stszion.

(royo “ LIS)

C.Ce

.ro JOE. '."hitag
Patrol Officer,
¢/~ Patrol Past,

Y 2 VIA AMBUNTI
as ep strict.




-

O/wl=mi3

Lon o1 istrict

“rinistration,
. 0d L6 i ‘1(,&.'

71".h lgce mbcr, 1970,

Lgacr'

TR TUT

L4 s LU D8t OF 1990/
. . . Wi - e i

Thank Jou 1or the w.ove repot and veour covering
memoranduts £%«1-13 of 30th Nov nber 19“0. nis report is concise
! e <hat ¥r., "hite 1s getting

NG meTs Yoo | At it
soue valuxblo ¢merfence in y iver crea,

1t ‘ e Incident at Usal d am not as
y\ » A0 reuelph of your correscondence, ‘ovever this fncident,
0getloz R the one Shat ccourred at i anawal vide Patrol 1
Nne 3 frar. o “hite, seems {o indicate that you shou.d malke G
nite ele - Bl the nee ) use the utwost patience and caution
v :“i.H rrest peoplc ‘n th reas, mere

- te remote
partloularly ru vhen he has )n . linited nuamber of roldce,
Lo

1

dowever, bdefore 1ssessing th +tuation Marther T ili awnit your
corr mdence cn the mati  J

& A .

garde Mr, Cameron's se onic/cclmercm nobiviﬁss
of

In the apemy ple. e keep ciiis of ‘~e ‘ILLJ cvised mn any pronoced
c..iy; ies ot ‘x:.. ~ameron “ulch vould include natives cuntributing

ey Lo a N A nercn's *v"v rous ¢ Fu“"; 1ovevsr, at the
sate time 1 1 refreshi.. ) see a Buropean uk;l.n;_ an Interest in

motivating economie activity in the area,

CeCu to The Departmental Head
Department of the xdministrator,
EQIEDORY

—_

(E. G. HICKS)
DISTRICT COMMISS IONER.

AINE AR M
" ,Ewﬁ‘"r— P
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67=1=13

Division ~f Dietvigt Adminiatratio =
sup Pistrict Office . 7 B
AMBUNTT R
East Sepik District

30th Nevember 1970

The District Commissioner E
Eest Sepik District

MEWAK

River P ol I

1. Attached please find: 4 copies of the above report

1 copy patrol map :
No copy camping allowance received :

2 Would you arrange for sun print copies to be ettached to
the several copies of the report and three copies returned to
AFMBUNTI Please.

o

TR

R e . e
o PR i <3 3
= & . . s

e My comments are as follows:

Situgtion report

The incident at Usalimin will be discussed in separate
correspondence.

4  Axes Study
' P tha a .

The c¢rop sought is Copal gum. Mr Cameron of Vewak has
formed what is known as River Development Company, and it |
is his stated aim to exploit copul gum t w'mml
area in the south of the May River administrative area. B
this eventuates, the foundations of the local economy j
be completed. Mr Camerons motives are consilered t howeve
;- stated in previows confidential correspondenco.

.

ro nmmemnmuunmn?-m
vculd:zt pi.riunhhil’oucuhon ing(which without

adequate base training in work methods, value of a
wider taste of civilisastion woulZ be doomed te feilure.

to increase contact with them, their re <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>