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Automotive Trades Department
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From the files of Ed Fletcher, the following letters were removed
to the alphabetized correspondence files:

MISC. CORRES. RE ROADS AND ROAD RACES

Fletcher to JOHNSON, S.M. (Gen. Dir., Lee Highway Assn), S5/6/22
MODORE, Lincoln (Fireman’'s Fund Insurance Co.)

Moore to Fletcher, 9/25/19

Fletcher to Moore, 9/26/19

PRITCHARD, Robert J. (Mgr. Automotive Trades Dept. of Chamber of

R TE R H E  E E eL LL  RE

Commerce) _ COMMITTEE OF , E
Pritchard to Fletcher, 7/24/20 e | SN MANAGEMENT & EL PASO, TEXAS | July 24, 1920. :
Fletcher to Pritchard, 7/28/20 : : GLENN W. CURTISS

RINEHART, Robert A. PR R
Rinehart to Fletcher, 10/11/20 | E. T. AMONETT '

Fletcher to Rinehart, 10/11/20 S PELAM Col. Ed. Fletcher,
NILEY, A.P. c,“: ALLEN San mogo) Cal.
Wiley to Fletcher, 2/17/22 ‘ ' SHOW COMMITTEE
Fletcher to Wiley, 2/27/22 : B ARRY COOH Camae l.ly Dear Col. Fletcher:
e I ' o eanEL As you know this Chamber of Commerce last
-;A?wg‘fv?t-cox Fall promoted md successfully staged an automobile

©. C. YOUNGBLOOD
L. A. THOMPSON race from El Paso to Phoenix.

M. L. NAQUIN
e i , /s We stood the entire expense o{ the race in
o.u.rAKESTRAW  addition to contributing $2500.00 towards the prize
| ; * purse. Douglas, Bisbee and Tucson also. contributed
enerously towarda the purse, which totaled over
e 12,000.00. Phoenix absolutely refused to put up as
‘ | much as a nickle towerde the expenses of the race, and
~ the co-operation from that end was conspicuous by its
absence. No charge was made for running through the

town of, Phoenix and there sportmanship stopped.

Naturally we in El Paso resented this spirit
on the part of Phoenix, and while we propose to run a
race this Fall, if possible we would prefer the ter-
minus to be some other place than Phoenix.

Mr+ CeH. Lester, of El Paso, whom you know, in
a recent conversation montionod the fact that San Diego
men had evinced a desire to run the race from El Paso to
San Diego, and I am writing to you to find the extent to
which this sentiment exists, and whether or not it could
be crystalized in time to promote a race from El Paso to
'Ssan Diego next November. ' |

I would appreciate hearing from you on this mat-
ter as soon as possible-

Y trul .
.'Q &,—%-\wp

ROBERT J ZPRITCHARD _
 Manager.
. AUTOMOTIVE TRADES DEPARTMENT
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- Am varr mh uterostod in ;vour letter o:!
:n:ly a«a. and would 1ike to get an expression from
you 'as : to how. mh money you think we ehould raise
‘t: B} Oontro ﬂan Dloso $.u Qrdor to pu}l ofz

c rm.r ‘ _

mrmnmm :!rom Tnoeonv:laAjoto
m I made the trip wi the C'alifaornia Highway
oo-usaton from Yumd to A J o and Tnoson last winter.
We did not attempt t0 rage or make time, put we left
Yuna 8% 8 A. M., unj; by the way of Mohawk and
- Sentinel arri at Ajo at 4:50 P, M, stopping an hour
‘at’'Sentinel for lunmoh. The next morning we left: Ajo
‘8t 8 Q%clock and aryived in Tuoson that' aftarnoon

onto Fhoemix -that night.

iy iy e zoat ubo::&oaoulpaalg;rgrgt
le builiing ‘a’naw road as. planned e Yuma.
mﬁéy Commission, wh .oah__ goes. from’'Ajo direct to =
. Welltom, & I honm 'oad o_al_l_ _,_.l_g_a hec‘l out ami

bo.
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'0-
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Bnn m :;M an marlr lnﬂhd dry ‘on- mat rs
-of M ka.lll NoB;aio Just. raised over $100,000 by pg-
“vates: mhurtpti,op %0 adv e San Diego and have just
lately completed 3 11'8" ..900 :l.'or. mn,' Naval: m:.ni.ng
- Bagey and with our Y. i and ¢ -

- hes-been & ‘oontinual



of the total amount. I think the I.tea mh 150 ha‘!'o, ‘th'o,,"
rage from E1 Paso to othaﬂ.ratm & 5
to San Diego the seo ~Any good five
maghine can now make the run San D!.es
eight hours without any trouble; d
186 miles, and & raging machine will meke

hours, and there should be no tronhld"
run San Diego toAJo mm orolomh

I.etmeknowhonmhmm'
oan be counted on to raiae and :I.n

-,

-~

him, for I am swe you oan connt on
-from Ajo alomes R bt

Let me lmow u’nmr 111 :ls teaa;l,hh 50"
the run in & day from Bl :Paao to’ Ajo. ﬁfn sted
and will help 3011. : ' AT P IR ;2;- -'...’"-".f.-‘.-‘;{;--’f"‘;_-.;'-ﬂ?f_.:;r“-:.'-_i:'-:.

AR :I.ntereatad :tn roads. an Preampt’no!
the Dixie Highway, Vice-president of the
Hi.ghuay, and a member of the count ngh;_ll

and give. oonsiderab]a o:r w t!.m y Y

An oarly reply Prom you w:lll he a Gii,&tod et
and in the moantim 1 suggest that'i 8 ﬁgmbmhé’u
in the newspspers. I Buggested a rege to Mr. Ce Ho = = :
Lester nearly a year ago, am‘i to:ld hin to tako tﬁa R
- matter up wi.th yon. R AE. A SR e R e

!‘ ‘0 -

‘hes just been opened
~ there is & State Highway practicelly the entire distaence. From Tuceon

40 AjJo, & distance of 186 miles, 86 miles of Highway has already

P

El Paso, Texsas, '
october 1ith, 1920.

Re = Proposed El Paso~-San Diego
Road Race.

Mr. Ed. Fletcher,

Fletcher Building,
San Diego, Cal.

Dear Mr. Fletcher:~

Pursuant to your request I teke pleasure in making you
& report of the road conditions end public sentiment with refer-
enne to the proposed El Paso-San Diego roud rece. For the past
three or four years there has been & growing sentiment among the
Good Roade enthusiasts in the cities of El Paso, Deming, Lordsburg,
N.M., Douglas, Bisbee, Tucson, , Arisona, and your own city,
San :D:I.ogo that there should "b romoted & roaed race between El

Paso and the Pacific Coast for tha purpose of advising the motoring

public of the United States of the good roade thet now exist dur-
ing the entire 12 months of the year.

It is & well established fact that we have the only route
over which the motorists can travel thru the Rocky Mountains to
the Pacific Coast without interuption by either snow or raein. The
Ocean to Ocean Highway, the Lincoln Highway, the Yellowstone Trail,
are not so favorably located, and in the winter monthe traffic is
blocked from two to four months. The road between E1 Paso and San
Diego by way of Bisbee, Douglas, Tucson, Ajo and Yumé is hardly
known to the motorists who do not 1live adjaoent to this route. By
promoting thie road race we could gain great publicity in practi-
cally every paper in the United States and it would be one of the
greatest advertising cempaigne we could hope to inaugurate. The
cost to the cities en route would be practically nil in comparison
with results obteined.

In making & survey of the road conditions, Mr. Lester and
I zound from El Paao to Las Oruces, Nenming, Lordaburg a distance

‘of 1656 miles, there is & concrete and graded road the entire

digtance. From Lordeburg to Rodeo, N.M., 48 miles, this stretch

~of road will receive State and Oonnty @id during the coming season.

At present it is & very good desert road. From Rodeo, N.M. to
Dorglu Aris., 62 miles, there is now completed 30 miles of State
Highwey and the remaining 22 -miles will be completed in & ve
short time. From Douglu to Bisbee, 26 miles, & conorete Higway
o traffic. From Bisbee to Tucson, 115 miles,

been completed, and we were informed by the Highway Commissioner

~ at Tuoson that the Highway will be completed the sntive distence

within the next 12 nonthn. This condition also maintains between

'.'?_:.4 o snd Sentinel, s distance of #6 miles. From Sentinel to Yums,

lu we :tonnd that Yuma County hae already built 10 miles of
h.lming East to the East boundsry of Yuma County. <his road

eonneet up with rm co'lmty H:lghny which pasees thrn Ajo to
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