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'ihc llicht Honorable 
Tn~ Lord Cherr:ell 
\..:.r C<.tbin~t Office::> 
Lc:1do:1, En3l..:::.n1 

D::.:.r Lord Chert:cll: 

4 July 19~ 5 

I r.omlcr if it uould be tux in: your memory unduly if I 
t;:JrC to a:::J : you to r:ri ta ~ briefly tho o~b~9Cts of discusaic:1 

in your t.Jctin::; with Dr • . ~_o __ SzJ.krd in l.~<::y of 1943, v;h:!'l you 
t:~rc in •.l1:i..~ count:!.~· . 

Dr. Szilc.rd, you r;Ul recall, trorkocl in U1o Clar~n:.Io~1 

Laborator:.r durin~ tho years 1935 to 193S. 

Franl:ly 1 Dr. S;uilarcl has not, in our opinic:1, evidcnc::d 
v;holehaartcd cooperation in tho nnintonnnco of oocurity. 

In order to prc ... -ent any ·unj'.lstificd action, I am cAB.r ... -
inin~ all of tho factn \rhich c~ ba collected on Dr. Szilard 
and r" an there fore ace kine your aosis tnnce. 

I a::..1 look1nc forv:ard to the do.y when I will be ablo 
to S9e you aGain. 

, . 
'. 

Sincerely yours, 

L. R. 0!10VE3 
Major General, USA 
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GRE AT GEORGE S r R.LE r, 
S.W. 1. 

COHV.!i:RSATION WITH DR. SZILARD, J,'iAY 1943, \','AS HING'1'0N, D. C. 

vn1en I spoke to Szilard in ~ashington in 1943, he wns , 
so f'ar as I c a n remember, mainly conc erned with a tor,ic ,·,·hich 
has infl ame d so many scientists ' minds , n a me ly what so rt of 
arrangements could be mad e to prev ent an arms race with all 
the disastrous conseq_uence s to which this \vould l cad. 

· I do not r e call that he offered any solution, althou gh when 
we had discussed the same matter in Oxford befo:;:-e the wa r 
he had advocated some a[:!;reement beb·:e e n sci e ntists not to 
lend therr.selves to any application of nuclear chain r eactions 
to lethal purposes. 

My imp r ess ion is that his security wa s EOOd to the 
point of brusque n es s. He did , I beli e ve, complain that 
compartmentalisn was carried to undue l e ngths in AJ;ic rica, 
but on the other h a nd, \'.'hen I asked him a bout some point -
I forget what - deriving from our ~ork at Oxford he replied 
that he wa s not at libe rty to discuss it as he h a d pnssed 
into the employment of the American Gov ernmen t. \'/e uid not , 
so :far as I recollect, have any further conversation on 
technical processes, but he kept on h a rking back to hie 
general anxiety about the future of the world. 
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12th July, 19115. 

Tha nk you for your letter. I was very c lad to 

hear from you again and to have a talk with J.lajor TI'tlynor 

who looked after me s o wel l last aut"l.urm. 

I am sorry to h ear that Szil a rd h a s be e n inJ j scree t. 

As you may wish to at tac h it to your .file I have l ) U t my 

recollections of' our conversation on a separa te s heet. 

As you know he worked in my l aboratory a t Oxford a nd e l\'; ay s 

had rathe r a bee in his bonnet about the a\l·i'ul int e rn atione-1 

i 1npl ic ati ons of these rna t t0-rs. I c o.nnot say thu t I r c 9.lly 

took his conversation v e ry seriously , but I think the 

attached statement c;ives a fair account of its c;e n c ral 

t e nour. 

I think from all ac counts tha t success in yL•ur 

great proj ect is on the v e rge of being achieved. I hope 

I may add my congratulations on the unequalled effort in \'lhi · 

you have played such a remarkable part. If I could 

manage it, · I should very much like to come over to Ame rica 

again before the year is out and if so I s hould look for-.·tard 

to seeing you again. But perhaps you will be aule to c;et 

away yourself and come over here for your long promised 

visit before then. 
. 

/r'~ "/~ , -~.....: ... c~ A.c./ ,1..--~~ .... 

/ 
Major General L.R Groves, 

Ylar Department 
P. 0. Box 2610, 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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8 AuijUSt 1945 

Dear Lord Chenrellz 

Thank you very much tor your 
conGratulations. 'l'he results lived up 
to :ny highest expectations. 

I would like also to express 
my appreciation for your kindness 1n 
sending ma the etatexoont regarding your 
meeting lTi.th Szilard in ~Jay 1943. It 
waa · ~ost holpful. 

Uore than ever I am looking 
forward tD seeing you eoon. 

The R1ght Honorable 
The Lord Cherm:tll 
War Cabinet Offices 
London. Ent;l.and 

Sincerely, 

L. R. GROVES 
Llajor General, USA 
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