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h.. ssistant .:strict o . .. i. sio1 er, 
Sab istrict Office, 

1. This patrol was sta ed at this time to make use of 
tle various fac·lities offered y the Pacific Island 

nt's 5th B vtalion which was conducting an exercise 
i the r a. 

2. The ai of t e patrol was to conduct self to t e 
Upper Arafw1di and ce ent relations with isolated roup 

ich range through t~e area , to conduct eneral 
drilnistration uties as required, and to attempt to 

determine the e P.abouts of he two susp3cted m 
YAU· and I , if ti e pe tted. 

sence wit. the r 
f 9ars ho.d on seein 

soldiers movin 

darers, 
t the 
,~l 

3. patrol moved b double canoes to the limit of 
navigation at Imboin alon the Arafundi R ver in its lower 
reaches . The count y h re i flat and low-lyin with 
much of the land subject to frecuent floodi11 • . 

4. The river pat I1boin moves trough a greater 
gradien and theref e tends to become swifter flowing 
and prone to rapids over the stoney river bed. The root 
track as far as Tungum follows th river course, c tting 

· cross the river seven ti es, as abrupt towering cliff 
diving f to the river make furt er travelling impossible 
on th t par icUlar side or the river. Thi str tch or 



2. 

ter Tungum to du um the tr ck tales to the 
e, stern bank and radually rises, at ti es oing 
inland and fol l o 1in the ridge lines, d at tim s 
cutting dir ctly cro ~ seri e of ullies and rid es. 
From Pun ugum the track throu h to the ·r area is 
fair, follo in wate cour ses and rid e lines l ternately. 
This country is moderately mowttaiilous and the principal 
peak, 1t cGre oJJ, stands over 5,500 feet . 

6. The trol as t all times well received and after 
explan tions and brie in s on the Army's purpos and 
intentionsy peoplG discarded any app~ehen ions they had 
and caoe forwar to eet .I.R. memberc and barter fresh 
foods in exchange for various commodities off red. 

7. he Araf'undi C - D still remains m der the Village 
Official system as do s the 1ARA.d I. 7.he Upper Araf'undi 
has no progr.essi e or highly enlightened V/O' , in fact all 
the people are inclined to b very content with thing the 
w they are d of cou se see no reas~n why th~y hould 
ch,ange their attitude if' it means disturbing the bli stw., 
peaceful laziness tha they have njoyed for th last 
1 , OOO years. 

8. Village Officials in the 
enthusiastic an show a 

schemes de igned by the 

I are more 
to coope t in variou 

to assist the 1. 

F:rom IDl · rief tour th ough the ar a the main 
i pre~sion made t pon me was the keenn s or th peo~le to 
keep pace with the other rou s in the more rogre sive 
accas ible reas. 

LOC 

9. he people of t e Upper Arafundi • D. are still a 
oackward lot as re ar s know!edge of he complexiti s 
governing bodies, but a. far as establishing a councii in 
the boin area is concerned they would .ot be a deciding 
factor because o their minority. he only ay- to brin 
these people 
is by introducing them 
what t e coun 11 is c 
of its constit en s . 

lization of the be 1efits of councils 
cil eetin s and sho in t' em 

y combinln~ t e resourc s 



• 

• 

O o o an · 1 .. nc en o 
it may be difficult for th m to attend meetin s 
r gularl but if the show enou h interes he old a e , 
'where t 1ere is a will there is a way' woul stand true. 

11. he~ ramuni group seems much mor pr par d to 
work for the establishment o a counc 1 or to b 
included in part of the Waba Local Government Council, 
as they are aware that their Wlited olce achieve for 
them what their individual cries fail to, mainly the 
establishment or a road link'. to Wabag or any other 
outlet for their agricultural produce . 

12. Once again due to their location and isolation all 
elected councillors would have to be xceptionall7 
dedicated to thei r tas to complete the return trip to 
the council meeting at Wabag shoul hey become 
a~filiated with the coun ,11 . 

4GRICULTURL 

13 . To make a comparison between di group 
d the Marannmi or hi hlan people in general tend to 

bring to ligt:t why there has so little 
reco~ded in th Sepik flood round 
agriculture wis 

1 lt-. 
cul lvat d root drops 
sago trees and wha ever wild 
other hand the highlands people ar 
root crops they tend d n 
very survival. Highlands 
agriculturalists (subsisten ) 
introduced were suit bl crop 

o dep nd upon 
to r 17 upon 

at • On th 

them a cash income. Sepiks have been hunter and 
gatherers and have never ha the ne ess ty to rn the 
art of continually carine to crop for i+. to produce 
. bundantly and prolifically. Vari s cash~ ops have be n 
in roduced but in the main have not been th success they 
~ho ld have been beca ~se of lack of attentio.. an eff rt 
given them. 



• 

4. 

1 5. Unt il the people of tl.l Sepik River l earn 
ho~ to or anize t h ir way o 1 e to fit into an 
agricultur al co ity I can see o re t overall 
improvecent being made by t e majori t y of potential 
farmers. 

16. The ·aramunis have no economical cash c ops due to 
their isolation and many voiced the thou ht that the felt 
they had been neglected in agricultural fields and if only 
given e chance they would malte every effort. 

17. The main source of income is from the sale or pigs 
which they walk to more 1 crative mark ts on road links 
with Wabag and other population ce1tres. It may take them 
8 - 10 d s to make the journey there and b ck arte~ 
returning with Wlsold pi s, however when they do make a 
sale the highly inflated highland pig prices Iiiake 1·t 

worthwhile. The only other source of income worthy or 
note is they money brou ht ack home by labour rs 
returning after serving their contract on coastal 
plantations. 

18. !fter my previous patrols it as interesting to 
note that the villages of Pundugum and TungUJR i ~ 

Arafundi c. D. have begun planting rice de available to 
t em. They have many problems to overcome but with 
encouragement and assistance they may find is crop the 
only answer to their rather bleak looking fi ancial 
future. They tend to make their gardens long distances 
fro their village site often because of unavail bility 
of suitable grcund and dfte~ lanting leaving it unattended 
for the ravage of wild pigs J birds and rodents. 

19. The Pundugums failed to he d advice g·ven on a recent 
patrul ( eport o. 3 of 69/70) - Paragraphs 7 and 11+!-20) 

I to make their plantings nearer to ri er tr isportation. 
They uve ewtablished a garden ear their v: llage and 
i t was explained to them h t t ey would ce '.1:-tainly earn 
their money by th time the .. carrie b" gs of rice on th 
s oulders to Imboin . 



20. In tlis area t er is aI enormous amount of llable 
tim r but no -tter how valuable the timber or large t~e 
stands present indications re that above I boin or Tungum, 
because of difficult ~errain and mountain str ams, the timber 
will be an · economical pro osition to get and beyond +he 
resources and capabilities of t e owners. 

21. Imboin d all lower Ar fun 1 villag "s ather logs 
for rafting to Angoram. ecently a dele tion from 

·.J31I Sand Y .. OIDI villa es approached me abcut findin 
someone to establish a mill near Amboin. They aimed it 
a necessity as their last o r fts, either ue to 
mismanagem nt or stron ~ t es, f iled to tie up at goram 
or ~·IARI K"' G mills b · c· rried on to the sc being ~ 

complete loss of 6 mont s ork . uitable land is av~ilable 
to be p rchased near t ne station s ould it be decide to 
see if such a business le se ould ttract 
parties . 

22 . :i:hrough - the atrol peaceful and la 
prev il d d here re no acconnts wh re 
out of hand . 

23 . iri 5 in my acco pany n t .. e 
atte to loc te the whereabou.ts of two 
who h ve b e ut of cus ody ~·nee A ri1, 
wit a :working lmLwled e of the rea we 

atrol 

ea ii dir c 
their s1 ested hide-out. The limited b 

became 

rta.,e o~ rations d could only r self sUfficient 
for five days . In this ive d .s lo dist ce was 
co e1e south-~e5t of u not a soli tary soul 
as se n alt ou~r. recently cle re rdcn plots ere 

o ser d . 

o .. er til g 

s 

4. s 
n t e a 

1 
be t n o le_.: 

0 G to rv.y t e in tl,. 
near J. ut • 
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