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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND INEW _GUINEA.

;ub=District Office,
BUKA PAs.AGE, Bougainville,

3th., sentember, 1054,

?

The District Commissioner,
Bougainville Distriet,

2OHANO,
PATROL RFPORT BP,] of 1954/55.
N &P 3T, T5LANDS.
QIIJ&sILSEnnhazzinz_xig_Ba&:gl - B, A, McCabe, A.D.O.

. Area Patrolled: Nissan & Pinipel Islands

Objects of the Patrol - General Native Administration.
Duration - 26th, August to 1st. september, 1950,

0 - Doctor Pike, senior Mediecal Officer,

and Doctor Kariks present on Nissan durineg the pnatrol.
- 1 member R, P, & N.G. Constabulary.

INTRODUCTION

The Nissan island group, a coral atell 30 to L2
miles northwest of the north point of Buka (about 75 miles
from oOHANO) are removed from usunal traffiec routes, and as
with the other atoll groups of the sub-distriet - the
Carterets, Mortlocks and the Tasmans - suffer accordingly
from a conslderable degree of isolation.

There are no resident private entrepeneurs on the
islands, but a local Chine.e merchant makeg occasional trips
for trading., The Marist Catholic Mission are established at
two eentres, and hold considerable sway over the islands rather
naturally.

D.D.3. Patrols have been on arproximately annual
average, which is considered to be a bhare minimum for an
isolated grouvp, hence this opportunity was readily taken to
inspect the group, though the last patrol was merely two months
age. This occasion arose out of the failure of the patrol
vessel to find the original chjective, the Mortloclk Tslands,
and our subsequent arrival at the Read Tslands (having missed
the Carterets on return)}, from whence the senior Medieal Officer
(Dr, Pike) decided to re%urn to lissan to eontinue his anti-
yaws campaign there,

The time spent in the §roup was rather brief,
becavse of the cxigencies of transport and also as it was not
deemed necessary to delay longer 2t this time, a more thorough
patrol being enntemplated in =2 few months time, This report
therefore contains mainly preliminary impressions with a wiew
to giving a general picture of the ecurrent situation,

gug.26th. (Taursday) M.V, "Arawe" entered FNissen lagoon
approximately 8 am., having travelled from ANIR the previous
night, Proceeded to nearest village, YOTCHEBOL. Learnt Dr.
Kariks at 5IGON; after inspection of villagr, proceeded that
anchorage, Went achore and inspected PORIWON, SALIPEN, SIAR,
and BALTL villages during the day; talks in each village.

7th, Weather fine, proceeded Pinipel Tsland with both
ctors and Father ielletior abocard, arrived 11,15am.

Inspected MATS0IA., Medical inspection and injections given to

all as anté-yaws campaign.
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topossible bad weather, cc leted 1 rotbic 1\ larve
medieca) treatment after Orure services. ot 1
matters. Reft Pinipel 2rm to return Wigaan, hour trin.
30th, Continued 4 ot i issan villagesTAR \. to MAPIRI,
Visited Catholie Mission station at TUNGOT, also (Father

Pelletier present).

31st, V- sited STAKEN and LIFOW., several
Inspected copra store and trade store (eco-op.) =t SIGON,
Returned to M.,V. 'Arawe'.

Native Court ecaseae

1st.(Wednesday) Weighed .nchor 5.30am for SO0HAVO via Kessa.
Moderate seas. Arrived back 9pw with difficulty negotiating
Buka Passare at night.

D I Y

HATIVE SYTUATION,

The dominant impression of the neople is of placidoess and contentes

ment to exist with a winimum of effort, almost. Their environ-
£~

ment in my opinion is a favorrable one = reasonably fertile

island, good cldmate (wi*h notably repular but not excessive

rain every dav ".Vl“r]'),,*‘:’, and extenszive lagoon and reefs abound-
ing in fish. Consequently, the business of pgettine a living
has been no diffieulty ‘o these people, and one forms the
opinion that they are resultantly a lethargic, complacent but

1
on the whole hapoy and cheerful 1ot.

Fron the point of view of administration, the result
is that suggestions and advice from officers for improvemcnt
in villages and welfare are listened to attentively and witlr
appreclation, but actual actinn is severely limited. As an
example, it was previously reported that "to avoid later
shortage the people were advised to plant 10 saro palms rer
parried man - and agreed most willingly to do so", Almost
three months later this willingness still remained a praise-

'

worthy intention! And so also ir matters of housing, hygiene,
control of pigs etes 717 was accordingly considered necessary

-

to ley down definite standards in such matters, and to warn
everyone that unsatisTactory eonditiens would be met with legal
penaities daring the next nutrol, when it is planned to follow
these questions up.

There anpears to be 1itile mischief-making ov strife
on the 1sland however, which miecht be expected to occur with
idleness. It is likely that troubles are quickly and amicably
settled between the parties, 1t being annarent that stron
feelings on matter are unusual,

(
some commercial enterprise, 1 sl s 18

wentioned later, but as yet thi. is by no means intensive
the main motiveis probably to obtain a 1ittle money for
clething, store food, and knick-knaclk
inceme. However tne position would no deuvbt change wyuiekly
if and when regular shipping called a
produce could be marketed quickly.

conTa and hea11 3

and

b
rather than a 5"'(\-.\:4\7

t the esroun, so that

t,

VILLAGES . Many villages were found unsatisfactory in
several respects, and several (notably PBRTWON, SALTPEN and
SIAR, and the PTNIPEL villages) were found to be in need of
almost complete rebuilding,

Almost universally, bush had been alldéwed to flourish
rieht up to within a fow feet of the house lines. The effect
was that muelf of the village was somewhat dark, the ground was usual
ly damp, ang breeze was hedged off and villages sometimes could not
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he seeéen -!"_nr,.v, the rosd a Pouw nored wrav, 3 . Aoy e n APt Lan
217 - o ; : : g o 1
of" the will:. ¢ wa ally clac n; o beross af +the coral und +*rata
of‘irﬁ vt 2% % 11 ana M e’ )’ Wwouar, ("("'-,"4 s mematYe e W
aTrmna of hananas and Yiar nTand rrowd out the nen ok

hovsaes, and 31+ was necessary to ¢ ivise the neonie o)
thase vhere pnossible.

Tn the villaveg ahove~nanard acain, the nousing is
artienlarly poor. Dwellings are 4ilay idated and very low,
without wdndows, and the floors are mostly the damp ground.,
As a health measure, the genior Medical Officer eongidered it
most desirable for raided floors to be provided, and instruections
were accordingly issued for new houses to he built, or put in
hand, within the next six mofiths. ;

In a number of tie villapes, especially in the vieinity
of wartime U.3. Army c2mps, houses are built larsely of
salvaged timber and five-ply sheets (which are wearing guite
well), and sago thatch forms the roof. These houses are
usnally neat and sound., Where these materials are not
available, the people ecomplain that '1Awbent' and sago pa'lm,
and timber suitable for adzing are scarce, and excuse theilr
poor houses on this account, There has been ample orportunity
to plant vp sago palm postwar, and the failure to have done 80
indicates T think a certain shiftlessness and lack of providence
inherent in the Nissan character. The definite instruction to
plant these materials has been emphasized and will be enforeed;
in the meantime, the people have been advised to use ecoconut
frondsas a substitute material.

On this patrol, emphasis was placed on these primary
matters conzerning health and sanitation, and it was endeavoured
to enthuse the poorer villages to emulate the example of the
better villages such as TAVAIERAN. The size of suitable
eclearings, to be kept quite clean of rank grass and rubbish,
was indicated in each village. Coconut groves flanking villages
were usvally overgown, and it was instructed that these be
completely cleaned also, which should result in more hygienic
and attractive village surrounds.

The various measures detailed will entail auite a lot
of effort on the part of the people, but for one thing much
of the walne of the current medical campaign being eonfucted
by the two medical officers would gradually be lost were they
neglected. It might be added that Dr. Pike felt this way
himself, and had initiated the work. The people were told that

attention to cash-econcamy ernterprises should await the attainment of}

a satisfactory village environment,

VILLAGE OFFICTAL. General impressions only could be »aformed

or this occasion, insuffic’snt time baing available to properly
assess each individual's capabilities. Usually it seened that

many officials were sparing in the use of whatever inflaence

they may possess, Jjudging from the state of many villages and coco-
nut groves, »nd aleo from the degree of response to previous

adviee and instructions. As there were no complaints of

general disobedlence and disregard ~f authority, one was led to
conclude that many of the officials themselves exercised 1attle
more spikit of initiative and leadership than the easygoing rest.

Tt has been noted that the area is rabkher remote, and
though D.5. patrols at any rate have not been infrequent, the
eneral air of lassitude probably stems from this fact. With
'wo D.S. patrol, and an extended medieal one in the past three
months, an improvement may be expected. Two co vietions in
the Couirt for Native Affairs were made for natives' failure
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AGRICULTURS, FT HILG E1C. T} arden pattern 1 c le of
villare: inve: tierated is hrief’l f 1 ey y rdare AT @
Derson will dacided that hao and t +ah olr f '\-n
garden, and will invite a number of villagers, 11 o them,
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*a the worker When : - “1‘; +ha ovner wid $ s+ rtad
_f‘r‘\ 1 and »alatives tc 1ant © 211+t nts, 3 R |

7111 then be cleared of ¢ limestone rocl ahon 1 0 island
wﬂfuh are built into a surroinding fence. Tt W 1ains hat
the idea of communal effort in initial bush clearing is
variation of traditional praetice, : 1 ha o1 l1lowed o
introduction a settled exis e and col ion of the village
together with *he example of a1l worl mir v the
Administration, sucn as village itatio 0 Al intenance.
However., the wvarious portions of the garden S ol ivid of'?t, ?
are maintained by each household co erned,

While some neo Te have two rden at variol stage ot
one time, it seems that ther ; nothingz like a repgular syste of
planting to ensure crops for t ntl f the vear., althougl
rainfall is reputed to be constant, a 14 favour thi
practice. I fancy that the ¢ ospect of a rarden crop shortage
is no threat the neonle as thev could M1 ‘.;,' +3 @ o
£4sh, shellfish, cocomtss nies, T ultey { ni PO
on the island), as well s the sundry food trees.

Yams and banans; o o p iy 310 y ther heing
at least or 5 varietips of < .ch. o i, principally of the
! true! §,.,f:*,(}‘, dicease has Ffaerte 1 in tho 1 + few vears, h +
{1t seems to be recovering. Kau-kau is 1ittle W o being too
nopular with the nirs, who readi invade the ricketty stone
sardan fences. Buronean veret: 1 ave ine 1 ¢ re
scarcs.

The impression of the yrevi trol (see report)
that the island is "pitifully inflertile® was probably ned
from obgervation near f road and {1lages, il re of course
on hicher rround; elsewhere T am confid t there , pood aal
of nmite fertite ground, and at merou ‘ axamined there
SQ“!’“E‘A to bhe ';'-J“*',n eO0A oil. seonnuts t ‘iva asvervwhere, 1150
fruit ard nut trees.

Pies easilv breach the garden f 1 ennstantly
damage crops. Bvery banana, sago and ¢ palm planted
ou*‘i‘e the village h: ha fenced off. o remdy saems to
be to either pen the or domesticate them more affactively hy
providing shelters at outskirts of the village and feed ;
them trere laily. It was sajd that a previons attempt to pen

many dving (no doubt from lack of food and

the pies
so the neopile
feeding.

water)
daily
disya

resulted in
1 wara

Qlder pig:
tehed by th~ owhers

f'(“‘ A ‘ho
wniech ¢
thes

adopt the
ausa

aanh ™M)’ "
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youger ones should be more easilv controlled.

It is thourht that purchase of fencing wire by the
peonie would be a good idea, !ai the people have large
sums of mone_ from War Damape (paid recently), and this would
be a useful and lasting benefit. It might have the effect of
improving the auality and range of crops also.

v of

Fowls on the island are native strain. The introduction
of sound breeding stock by D.A.3.F. is desirable, conditions
here being excelleut.

Fish abound on the larce enclosed lagoon as in the ovuter
fringing reefs. THowever fighine 15 not earr ed out with much
zest apparently. No large nets were .zen.

MIGSIONS AlLD ED""ATION, The Marist Catholic Mission maintain
two priests and three nuns on the two stations on Nissan -

mn

fungol and sIGON. The two Mission Area schools rrovide elementary
education for about 200 pupils; 1t is thought that the penerai
standard reached is rather low, but as the sisters were absent on
Retreat T did not get a definite idea.

Tt is arreed with the previous patrolling offier that Mission
jnfluence is renerally teneficial to the welfare of the natives
here. Medical attention is provided upon request, and I think
that an active interes* is taken in such matters as child welflare
as much as possible. Additionally, mission sea transrort provides s
some degree of access to the mainland and other centres.

gg;g;a An excellent wartime road runs from sIGON (near PORTWON)
to TERUATAP alone tne inner sea-front of the island, traversing
two-thirds of its length. A rough jeep track also runs from

STCON TO BALIL. Tn some places clearing of bush at the edge

of the road is needed, and then it wo.ld be in first-class order.

At present it is being used by the Mission jeep and motorcycle,

and by a trader's Jjeep. ;

COMMERCTAL ENTERPRIGE. Copra and shell (trochus and green
snail) are the two avenues of immediate money-earning, and
indeed resource:z are limited for other crops. z

Moure than a hundred bags of copra were held in the i‘

cooperative store at SIGON, and several samples checked were

badly diied and would almost certainly be rejected by the ¢ )
Copra Marketing Board., Payment for this copra has already been mad
by the oociety to the individual producers. A check on drying
methods illuminated the cause of the bad drying - sometimes the
kitcher or other poorly enclosed makeshift building vas used, and
the fire was a weak smoky ore, tc offset which the trays would be
placed on® 4% - 5 feet above the fire, resulting in a seorched,
smoky anc¢ .ubbery! product. As the soclety was set up by

a2 Coonerative Officer and authcomized to purchase copra for cash,

a4t is felt that a great 4eal more attention should have heen

paid to these production matters. There is a ereat risk of
considerable soclety money being lost, and urgent attention by

the Copperative Officer is necessary.

mav;m-—&—-

i 7

If the natives are to engage in regular copra production

as 1s desirable, it is considered escsentiai that a programme to tr

instal standard adequate and effective driers should be begun as
early as possible. It is suggested that this might be taken up
with a D.A.3.Fe officer, together with a Co-operative Officer,

and a leisurely patrol planred for the purpose. i

In the immediate fuvture the peonle will be engaged in
earrying out work outlined by that patrol, including a com lete
clear mnoe of bush from cocomut groves, but it is hoped tha
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MOTOR TRUCK. On the occasions

: natives have requested that they may buy a

+arace at shipning

itate the collection of conra, and st i
3 . grgpa ~1 1 ad £ 15 Py T.THO!
]?he pre_v—\»,)uu ) : cer colle =Y ,]’6,,_,' WJ‘ J 7‘<
villagers for this purpo~- and lodered thi in Trustc,.
!
i Tha vital guestion of course is the maintenance
\
| of the trueck. and it seems that there 1s n¢ local native available
at the moment who could be safely entrusted 1 this responsiblilliyg
! A condi iate is be inge trad ad t thie ste t ‘T_LY!, + mav be 2 Tone
i 2 M 2 i : g 2 f at a1
! +ime before he is proficient, » alle.
,
:
! T have advised the people that their esroves should

some additional access roads Dbe
that there are sufficient coconuts 101
production, and 2 competent driver I
ourchase of the truck might be justi
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dEATTH, A medical campaign is at present heing conducted on R {

:
]
?
|
7
L : first be cleaned thoroushly of the present dense growth, ai
m e 1 s I ! 2 b A -,,‘{_"

NIs.Al and PINTPEL by Dr. Pice and Dr. Kariks., Penicillin in :

enhanced dosage is being administered to all the population

with the specific object of eliminating yaws. I understend it

will also cure any venereal dlsease at the same time, shouid it

be present.,and will probably help wit other diseases.

4 &

i A high incid:ince of yaws vas found, especially on g
\ PINIPEL, where Dr. Pile considered it was virtually universal.

On NISoAY incidence was estimated at 75 %.

Two of the four N.M.A.'s in the area, namely BOBBY and
*l PLJ{IAT were found by Dr Pike to have serionsly neglected their

responsibilities, and T understand will be dismissed. Thers
| had not been a medical patrol by an officer of P.H.D. since
1950 before the present one.

supplies of medicines to the P.H.D. native officials
seems to be somethinz of ~roblem, as it is diffictlt for them i
to pet to SOHANO, and then there 18 often a long wait for |

t € +ha Micsion were willing thev

R N R R R R R R R R R I R O O RO ROy
——

transport back, Farna
would arranrce to distribute suppiies. i

POLICE MEMBER AC@OVFA:fTVT”RﬁTﬁpfy e, NoO. 7867 Constable b
SANGT Z]r:r:(‘\'“r\nnj'_ed, and displaved reasonahly ennd ahility 4
and econduct,

A

: ! 3
T B.A. McCabe)

| V4 ih._D*;trict Officer. 4
|
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\\:\::\ Heac rters, SCHANC,
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M 'ORANDUM for:- Y; il*th Septerber, 1954,

g -
:

The Director,
Department of District Services
and Native Affairs,
Q

PORT MORESHY.
PATROL REPORT NO. BP.1 OF 1954/5%

3 &

The above report is forwarded in triplicate.

The original intention of this patrol was to investigate
an alleged out-break of Influenza at the Mortlock Islands. The
P. H. D, vessel "ARAWE" was used but owing to some miscalcuvlation
in navigation the Mortlocks were not found. Oun the return trip
a course was set for the Carterets; but tnese too were missed, and
the vessel arrived at the Faédes. As the original purpose of the
patrol could not be accomplished, Mr. McCabe did a routine patrol
of Nissan.

That section of the patrol from Sohorno to Nissan has not
been included in this reports; but will be made the subject of a
separate report. copy of which will be sent to the District
Comnissioner, New Ireland. Mr. licCabe is at present making another
attempt to reach the Mortlocks and later the Tasmans. Dr. Pike
is carrying out the Medical work.

(a) i tuation:- )
It appears that the native situation Lo
at Nissan can be improved greatly. Mr. McCabe informed the island-
ers he would be back in three months' iime and every offort will

be made to keep this arrangement.

(b) Commercial Enterprise:-

With the arrival to-day of a copra
Inspector and a current patrol to Nissan by the 'gricultural Officer
every effort is being nade to improve the quality of copra produced.

(c), Motor Truck:-
D/irec so,'s With due respect to the Assistant

Bistriot-LLLieerte approval of this venture, I consider the venture
to be financially unsound. My reasons for saying this are:-
(1) There appears to have been no attempt made to organize
such a venture apart from the collecting o. money:

(11) the Co-operative Orficer, Bougainville, was not con-
sulted and in my opinion such a venture can only be run on
co-operative lines:

(1ii) as mentioned by Mr. McCabe the question of mainten-
ance arises. Not only maintenances; but running costs have
to be considered and these have not been allowed for:

(iv) I understand that a further £500 is required in order
that a new truck can be purchased -~ this in preference to
a second-hand ones

(v) the Assceiation of Co-operatives Societies in Buka
purchascd the vessel “CHEBU" and owing to their finencial
position it has been a finencial millstone. .

I do not want the same thing to happen with the truck. In
;&ii‘.:!:egard I would like the opinion the Co=- ative Section,
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" RECE! | Go.. . 33442=123
15 UL ¢l Registry of Co-operative Societies,

Memorandum for— 2 :,} Port Moresby,

g e 14th October, 1954.

The Director,
Department of District Services
& Native Affairs,

PORT MORESEY.
ZRANSPORT - NISSAN ISLAND.

Yo ur D.S. 30/13/116 of the 12th Octcber
refers. In the first instance the District Commissioner should
clearly understand that the Co-operative organisation in the
Bougainville District as it stands at the present cannot con-
sider the purchase or supervision of road transport for Nissan
Island. It is appreciated that this Section has not been asked,
but this information is given against the possibility that Co-
operatives will be required to participate.

The experience of this Section has shown
that the purchase of trucks is a very risky undertaking even
with competent native drivers and adequate servicing. The main
factors against the economical working of a truck are the high
rate of depreciation and the difficulty of obtaining full time
work. However, it is appreciated that if the native people
have their minds set on ogtaining a particular acset and have
sufficient egsh to enable them to make the purchase, then any ~
attempt to stifle their desire only leads to frustration. I 4

therefore advise that if the natives are still determined to i
purchase transport, then they should obtain a small tractor, 5
either a Fergusson or an International Harvester, with a suitable &
trailer. We have found that a tractor and traiier is preferable A

to trucks, in that it costs no more, can carry greater loads,

deprcciates gt a slower rate, is more economical to run, is easier

to service and maintain, and is more in keeping with the driving
ability of the average native. ‘g

g‘\% i%) \é\‘u

2y
(h. Morris),

R 1 - e i e

Mirute tot District Commigsioner, * D8,30-1/-116
Bougainville Digtriet,

Forwarded { information and advice please,

or y
peragraph (o) of your memorendwn 30/2/I of the I4th September,I954, in
which you requested the opinion of the Co-operative Section, rofeors,
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The District Commisslorncr,
SOHAIO.
Sol .
REPORT BP.2 of /79,
Patrol Conducted By .. .. «. Bshs McCabe, a/A.D.O,
Arca Patrolleds «. e« .. ..The Carteret Islands.
Objecgs of Patrol ....e.co... 1, Revisior ol census.
2. General Native Administaation.
Qumt;OT. Of P:!trol L gl?‘\il"’] 8 1,t\. “."‘;‘,“.‘St, a:.;d
10th=-1Fth Septenber, 1954,
Persomnnel Accompanying...... Dre ¥, FPike, Senior Medical Officer.
District Agricultural Officer
Mr., E. Wilson.
3 Members Royal P&NG Folice Force.
L]
This patrol was carriec out when the M,V,
KIVANI cailed in en route to the Mortlocks, where the patrol
intended to investigate a reported outbreak of influenza, The
two villages of TIARANI and IULOIAIAI on LIHAY Island had beens '
visited on an occasion three weeks previously. As it was
necessary not to delay unduly while good weather prevailed for
the journey to the lortlocks, our time was limited to two days,
" and the effect of this is felt in that only a rather cursory

¥

.

impression of the area ls obtained. IHowever it is felt that the
use of this limited opportunity was nevertheless worthwhile, and
the census has been revised. It should be possible to visi%

the growp latee in the current year for a longer period.

lor

-
1

1

The original objective, the locks, was again
not located owing to a navigational error, and the patrol
returned to SOHANO wis LIXTA. The Masg~-ter of the trawler 1is
under a disadventage in not teing provided with a sextant, and
navigation is by dead reckoning. The atolls are quite small
and extremely lowlying, so that considerable accuracy is demanded
in mavigation. The slow speed of the trawler, 5 or O knots,
appears to handicap accuracy in that tides and currents have an exces
ive influence on the course.

»
-
C

The Carterets are briefly described in the previous
patrol Report (BV.2 of 53-5%). However, it is to be noted that
not only small ships (as stated) but the 300-ton M,V. tPolluriant
can enter the lagoon and anchor off EIHAY, as she does about
twice a year, to exchenge bo “screw. There are only two
reasonable anchorages, at Blka. and IANGAIN, but these are by
no means good i rough weather,

~
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DIARY,

gug. 17th, Visited Carterets per M.V. 'Arawe' from SOHANO

& 18th.with Dr. Pike, Scnior Medical Officer, en route Mortlocks
patrol. "nchored off EIHAN Island 10.30 a.m, 18th and
went ashore to revise census TIARANI and IULONAHAN; also
medical inspection. At 3pm departed from group

Sept.10. M.V. Nivani weighed anchor SOHANO 1.20 pm en route
Nissan Island with District Agricultural Officer Mr.
E. Wilson and self aboard.. Arrived PORORAN Island off
BUKA Island at 4.30pm, anchored fa night.

11. At 5 a.m. proceeded Nissan Island, arriving about noon.
Contacted Dr. Pike at SIGON, who boarded vessel at 4.30pm
and Jjourney resumed.

12, Arrived Carterets 9am. U©isited IANGAIN, IESILA and IOLUS
in turn for census, medical and agricultural iamspections.
Anchored off EIHAN Island.

13. Visited EIHAN Island, checked present recruiting position.
After lunbh, canced to PIUL village (1 hour) for census
and medical inspection. Reboarded ship at 4 p.m., and
sailed for Mortlocks.

1%, At 1llam Mortlocks not sighted, turned on S.W. course
”“g m]% 19%.93.. .Gontinued.on.cqurse for KIETA. y

15. Commemoration Day. Arrived Kieta approx. 8 am, took on
water. Remainder day spent as holiday.

16 Sailed llam for SOHANO., Anchored a® Numa Numa 4,30 pm.

17. Sailed 6am, called in at Wakunai Pa:roel Post with stores,
from Kieta. Continued on to SOHANO, arriving 4.30 pm.

RS
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TEE HATIVE SITUATION, — Tic si tuation in the group is re
tranquil. As at Iissan, their isclation and small contact
Buropean influence, together with the smallness of eacl
commumnity, undouvbtedly are the mmin factors in this ei
There are no resi’-nt Euroveans at all on the isl,:’"l §
visits are brief and infrequent - perfaps for two or th

at intervals of a col

trading post and store on behalf of ¢
Catholic Missionarics occasiorally vi
trained four native catechists who are
mission influence does not appear to be g

Quite a few youngsters are at present attending mission schools
on the mainlend, and fvture missicn influence will probably
grow from that fact.

-
:‘ ‘R'JS, al
é

The Carterets natives are much sought afll

g ter as crew of small
and inter-island vessels, and piesent employment 1is almost
entirely confined to this occupation. Apart Irom this class, a
" &

";re Dunean in charge of a Kopoko rlantation has been able to
seruit a line of labourers, esrecizlly from FIUL villag

a number of vears, but these are at present back in thelr

village. "

The peorle are of law-abiding neture end even temperament,
as at Nissan. 8o much so thet they have the distinctive
reputation of never having hod one of their number imrrisoned
for an offence. They are rather more alert and enterprising
than the Nissan people; this is evident from thelr mien, and
from the cultivated space of their 2lmost entire islend srace;
from the cleaner villages, better houses and nimerous large
fishing nets, native-made. Their ervirorment is a stricter one
then at Nissan, with restricted lsnd ord poor sendy soil, and

4t would seen that its influence is accordingly apparent in
the hardisr and livelier guelity of the people. »
o compleints were brought to the patrol, nor -ny

particular sdninistrative motiers raised.

LS Villages are located on the clean sandy foreshores
usually towards the southesst part of eacn island. fouses are

aligned neatly in two rows, surroundec LYy vell-kept groves,
and the dwellings themselves being vell constructed and
maintained, the general picture is quite pleasing. Village
space iz restricted by the absolute shortage of land, but the
necessity to keep a large part of the islands uncer food trees,
coconuts and zardens results in e well-kempt aspect as a wholc.

The lowlying islands are much exposed to weather,
and careful attention has been paid to windtreaks, usually
thickly-planted palms or shrubs, but occasionally ertificicl
framework, set on the beach-front. [ousing materials are not
abundant, but this care and a clever design of rcof in a quonset-
like shepe hns been adopted to conserve materisls, and very few
shabby houses were seen.

On DINAN Island the housing of the two villages
TULONAHAN and TIARANI is crowded together t- such ar extent
that i1t is unfavourable for health and hygiene, end is also
a fire risk. The preople here wers instructed %o prepare a new
line of Louses as ihe materials became ~vailable,

_ Weter supnly is - problem in the group, Wells have
been dug, but the water is somewlat brackish. A few Ll-gallon
drums have previously been supplied, and if any further drums

of no value to the administration can be located, these will e
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set aside for the purpose. A few sheets ¢f galvanised iron

for catchment could be ordered by the natives through the local
trader.

Iéﬁnch OE%ICLA%ﬁi Officials could not be closely studied on

this eccasien, but it may ve said that the general impressien is

that they are doing their job quite well. They seem to be well
respecved in the communities, The only matter in which one or twe
find it difficult to exercise influence concerns migrant labeur, where
there is an eccasienal tendency for the young men te exceed a
reasenable preportion ef absentees. While the officilals have ne
spewcific power to contrel this matter, the people were advised

to heed their advice for their own welfare; at the same time

efficials were teld that they should net interfere with natives' desim
to seek employment unless there has heen excessive employment. The
native labour question is further mentiened later in the report.

There has been 1o change in the appointhents since last
year, and the list of of 'icials and remarks contained in P/R BV.2
of 5%/5# (p.2) still applies.
!

Q9BIQ%&Z%BEEEHQ_LIZE*{EQQQ- The limitations ef area and soil quality
ngos ese sma sandy atells render agriculture a careful pur
uit, and here it takes on more of a gardening aspect. Most of the ;
arable land of the islands is permanently planted up with feed ;
creps, especially bananas and tare, and throughout such feod trees
as breadfruit, galip and the numeroemm coconut palms give a geod
deal of everhezd shade, <The extensive cover thus provided fer
the seil resul:s in a ceol and meist cenditien, faveuring seil i
bacteria, and is the parameunt facter in its vitality. Were this ‘
cover diminished, the seil would rapidly be degraded teo a lifeless FL

sand again.

Bananas and tare are the main creps, pidnted tegether in J
scattered patches. Bananas are usually the perennial kind. ‘'Keng- tl
keng' tare is grewn a geed deal, and the true tare is planted in :
more moist and swampy places, 6uttin¢s of yam, mami, tapieca and
kau-kau have been supplied in recent years. Yams did well, but '
pigs spoildd the main harvest. Tapleca and kaukau are establishing
g?;:solvcs. eme cowpea and peanuts vere issued by the Agricultural

cer. i

If pessible, it is recemmended that a future patrel take '

eut further yam cuttings, and ether cihttings if available,

The islands have become well pepulated with pigs since
19,0, having increassd from ene then to twenty er thirty at
gresont. Several Berkshire have been supplied by D.A.S.F. and
hese with the ether native pigs are kept penned and in geed
cenditien. ;

Fewls of native strain fleurish en all islunds, and quite 1
a few are traded to passing vessels for abeut 4 shillings each. !i

The statistics of cecenut palms, fowls and pigs en each
island as at 1953 appeared in Patrel Repert BV.2 of 1953/5%, and
the present pesitien is substantially the same.

ECONOMIC ENTERPRISE - COPRA AND SHELL,

Activity in this directien appears te be rather
speradie, but annual preduction is estimated by D.A.S5.F., te
reach 40 tens. Each island has extensive greves, considering their
land area, but many nuts, greem and dry, are usoa for foed and
bcv?rago. I deubt that there is any danger that the matives
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will stint their feod reguirements te the lure of cash feor
copra, because the ceconut has always been a major source of
noeurishment te them, However, it is theught that if th:ir water
supply may be improved as is hoped, there may be seme ecenomy »f
nuts which are now rather wastefully used ~s beverage.,

Produce is traded te Messrs. Wong You & Coy's trading pest
manned by the Malay Peter Picasau. The price is believed to be
34d. per peund, that is appreximately £33 per ten. Bagging and
freight would involve about an extra £12 per ten, and the trader's
profit is estimated at £25 per ten. This is cer%ainly a good marginm,
but fer the limited and intermittent preductien ef an uneven standard
of cepra, the price is perhaps net unstaisfactery; at least until
better transpert and management arrangements may permit eof
ceeperative marketing.

Shell is alse purchased by the trader, the prices heing:
trechus - 13 fer 1/-, green snail - 6 fer 1/-, all ungraded. These
prices are considereé te be teo low, in view ef the present good mar
market fer shell. It is recegnized that seme allewance has to be
made in trading fer a fluctuating market in this cemmedity.

The revision of the census revealed a slight aiov in
pepulation from 589 last Kear (July 1953) te 586 this census. i
There wasa natural decrease of 4, with one new name being recerded ’
(this persen having been ill and evaded cenmms last eccasiem). i
i
k

This is the first drep in recent years, there having been
successive increases previeusly since 1949 at least, when the
pepulation was 545. A higher death rate rather than a reduced birth |
rate prebably accounts for the decline., It may be added that the E
health picture as at the time of the visit was quite satisfactery.

‘he former predominance of females in the adult generatien :
has been changed te the ether direction in the new generatien, se
that there are new 308 males and 278 females.

NRTIVE LABOUR,

The degree of withdrawal for native labour frem these distant
islands ef small prepulatien is a1Wazs a matter of concern. At
precent 36 are enfloyed from the 16-45 age group total ef 116,

a percentage of 31. This is an improvement on the pesition in
1953 (47 empleyed) and 1950 (50 empleoyed), but the censtant drain
on manpewer requires watching.

Certain villages suffer disprepertienately, as shown below,
in percentage empleoyed:

IULONAHAN pep. 112 - 52%
TIARANI " 120 - 50%
PIUL 118 - 14¥%
IOLUSA M - 17%
IESILA s - 15%
IANGA IN 131 - 30%

Since these figures were compiled, hewever, the pesitien
has been semevhat altered, some beatscrew having been returned
te IULONAHAN and TIARANI, and ethers having been rcruited mainly
frem IANGAIN.

As each island is virtually a separate community, the least
recruited villages de net compensate for the over—rocruitod ones;
furthermere, in the, cases of IOLUSA and IESILA the total
pepulatien 1s se smk1]l that recruiting sheuld net exceed 2 or 3
persens in each, in my epinien.

S
i
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An aggravating facter is the absence of many ef the yeungsters .
of 7 te 16 years, whe attend varieus missien scheels on thLe
mainland. These weuld nerwzlly be of seme assistance in the
village ecenemy, and secial life.

A

In Gezette No. 29 of 1953 empleyment was restricted te
casual werk in the se islands, or as beatscrew. This is being o
sbserved, but even se the posltion is net quite satisfacsory.
The Islanders like beatscrew eccupatien, ani several small
vessels, especially the main .argo vessel in the District, M.V,
'Pellurian’ depend en them, so it is net censidered desirable
te mempletely clese the area. Instead, it is prevesed that
each Luluai might be advised ef the maximum number which may
be absent in empleyment at any ene time, and a simple list ef
these absent be kept in the village, which might be inspected
by ships' efficers befere engaging natives. This system wenuld
depend upen ceeperatien by the ships cencerned, but it is theught
that this weuld be forthceming.

MEDICAL AND HEALTH.

The whele pepulatien was inspected by Decter Pik:, Senier
Nedical Officer. Health was feund te be quite geed, about
cemparable with the Nissan Islanders, but here yaws was seldem
seen. There were several Tuberculesis suspects, seme fhiaria
and trepical ulcers, Few limb defermities eccur. Malaria is
prevalent, and tegether with pneumenia, prebably acceunts far
& number ef deaths each year.,

In ene village a family lest twe ysung children frem
suspec§ed peisening, but the exact cause was net feund.
Infant and child deaths are censidered excessive - malaria
is theught te have been the main cause.

T - mﬂ BB i o1

Hygliene and sanitatien are geod. Houses are built en
the sand, but this is kept clean. However, they are in need
of planking for beds, as some peeple sleep on the sand. Heuses
are net provided with windows er ether ventilation; educatien
sheuld gradually result in an imprevexent in this respect.

Senier M.T.T. NAGUS at [OLUSA village maintains an Aid
Poest for all islands, and d ees a cencientieus job. However,
his village is rather distant frem EIHAN and Piul village, and
a volunteer for trainee as Native Medical Assistant frem ﬁIUL
was teid that he might attend tne next course at NONGA.

QQMMAEE ’EQ %OEgLuSIOET
e patrol revealed a peaceful and contented native

situatien, and a reascnably good state of material welfare.
Largely isolated frem the mainland, they are te that extent {
apart frem the ferment of native development in the mere 5
'settled' lecalities; except 1oy 1lIrmited commercial production

in copira and shell ( annual return in the vicinity of £1,500),

and the pramary educatien eof beth beys and girls at mainiand

missien centres.

T N

) ool 34
L

It is considered that develpment in such places will
inevitably lag somewhat behind mainland areas, especially near Eurepe
ean centres. Nevertheless, they are net neglected, inasmuch as
their material and secial welfare is maintained an& impreoved by
such steps as intreductien ef varieus feod plants and bleed
livesteck; provision ef medical services, assistance towards
water storage etc. Enough cash inceme is earned te pay for their
moderate needs; and te augment feed supply from the trade store o
in tdmes of shortages. ;
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Leoking to the future, one is faced with the fact that the
islands are str.ctly 11mited for expansien of cash-cropping.
At a later stage in the District's develepment, it might
be feasible for a cemmercial net-fishing enterprise te be
organized in the extensive lagoen, which could supply mainland
plantation and other labour. This weuld alse invelve the
development of sea transpert, and such a scheme would net be
practicable for a considerabie time yet.

One other matter which has been mentioned in this
repert is the lack of a sextant and relative tables which
handicapped navigation to the Mertlecks. Might this matter
be referred to the apprepriate autherities for their cemsideratien,
please, as it is felt that this equipment would ebviate the
abertives jeurneys which have accurred.

."f,
Mﬁy’«v
(B.A. McCabe)

a/Asst., District Officer.

APPENDIX .
Repert en Pelice Persennel Accempanying Patrel.

Reg.3307 L/Cpl TUGI. Cenduct goed, bearing quit~ fair. A
quiev persen.

Reg.7868 Censt. TUGUM. Condust and bearing alse quite geod.
Reg+7338 Censt ULAI, This member was left at Nissan Is. en the

eutward jeurney te imnvestigate an alleged tneft. I
caanoet comment usefully en this member.

The shert patrei did net really give an eppertunity
te carefully assess the members' initiative and ability, hence

these are net commented upen.

(Bo‘ o Mccabe)
a/Asst. District O°ficer.
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File No. 30/2/3.

Jougaeinville District,
adouarters, SCHANO,

E$ Yth October, 195%.

7~ ;} 1954
v 4l

PATROL REPCRT NO.SCH.2 OF 1954/55

MEMORANDUM for: -

The Director,
Department of District
and Native Affairs

EORT MORESEY.

D‘\
The above report is forwarded in triplicate.

Once again the Mortlpecks were not found. Reference, the
g;ice paid for shell by the local Trader, I too, am of the opinion
at a higher price could be paid to the natives, and the matter

wiﬁ be taken up by the Co-operative Officer to gee if he can do

Native Labour:
I cannot agree with the a/Assistunt Distriet Officer that
the Lulual be put in a position where he can dictate the numbers

to be recruited. Given such powere it is possible he may exceed

I agree that the supply of a sextant and Nautical Tables

would be of great assistance in future attem ts to locate the
Tasmans and Mortlocks. ’

Ao

’ (fT:U; Atkinson)
District Commigsioner.
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L LTOR F___PAPU ND _ NEW _GUIIEA.
Sub=District Office,
., Buka Passage,Bougainville.
12th. Novelvber 9 lgi)lf .

The District Commissioner,
Bougainville District,

REPOR B K .
QFFICER CONDUCTING: Mr. B. A, McCabe, Actg. Assistant District Officer. ¥
AREA PATROLLED: SAILO - and - TEOP Native Sub-Division o

Bougainville Island (Buka Passage Sub-District).
OBJECIS OF PATROL: Census revision and routine Administration.
DURALION: 7th. October to Wth. November 1954.(29 days).

PERSONNEL ACCOMPANYING: Mr. Go. B. O'Farrell C.P.0. ;

3 Members R.P. & N.,G. Constabulary. _ |

NeM.As WARIOVIA. i
|

s The area of Bougainville reviewed in this report
is the entire triangular Northeast portion administered under Buka
Passage Sub-District, known as the SAILO - and TEUP Sub-Division.

The linking of these two areas 1s convenient
administratively and though there are significant differances in their \
cultures; these are broadly similar enough to justify their consideration |
jointly. Furthermore the environment of all the coastal villages is r
similar; the groups inland of BANIU and TeEUF are naturally in a differ-
ent position, and a rather different way of life is here apparent.

Geographical features were described in the
previous Report for the area (No. 1I/1953~54) The following divisions
might be made:-

1. COASTAL - This comprises the North Coa«t of
Bougainville, and is lined with cliffs continuously to Baniu Bay; East
of here, the cliffs are broken where the plains reach the coast in many
places. A narrow littoral between the cliffs and the beach merely

a{foids village sites and a few small palm groves or food trees and
plants.

2e The large flat Northwest Peninsula, approximately!' '}
12 miles W-BE and 4 miles average NE-SW, sloping laterally from the -
North limestone coast to the Southern lowlying, sometimes marshy ground. '
This is the gardening land of the SAILO people.

comnencing from the Chinpats River system and occupied by the "Aravia" RE
agg Inligd Teop peoples. This is an area of about 10 miles loug by ¥ . N
miles wide. ' i

3. fhe inland undulating plains and foothills !}ﬁé
b, The Northern slopes of the Crown Emperor Range | |{
reaching to heights of over 4,000 feet. The villages of NEBLAEIU, :
TUMURIinFELILUP and MUTAHI live on surprisingly fertile slopes of these
mountains, reaching down to the steep-valleyed Ramussong River.

The 1imits of the area are no further than A
approximately 40 miles from SOHANQ altogether the motor rocad onl Ry
extends about 18 miles from Bonis ﬁlantation to midway between RURI and ' §°
UMUM, After this normal communication is by vessel to the coastal FE
plantations and missions, and by foot inland. There is also the R
walking track used by the Patrol. There are 6 Plantations and 4 Mission | *JE
Stations in the area and “rom considerable comtact the natives have
become familiar with Europeans an¢ their way of 1life.

/




vigit to 17ission centre.

and TEOPASINO P}tn. Slept hers.

22nd, " Gonsus of HANTODIY, TORISEI and TAMATOA.
23rd. e ® KUKURINA, SUAVGU, VAIMASIORA and WAWUNGIITUA.
1 "24th. " " PATIAVIAVI.

5B, . " MOROKCKOPYA, YEOTUAIN and rIAUSKA.

Zbth, w ' ' W POXOPA

28th. Climbed further to ZLILUP on TPTUOR Hange, sbout 4000 feet.
Hth. MNUTAHI visited. Patrol remained a% WELILUF.

$0th, . Teft MSLILUP 0000, arrived LOMSIS (on plain ) a$ 1630.

r’ “gt. Census of LONSIS and POKPCX,

Zd., " " ARAVIA.

l
| BAKIU Day ITI5.

I @ihb,hftper VANTA' for SOUANO - completion of natrol.
i

f

>
45 £t

a3 Tho de :
9% rowa inl P
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........l.....‘...'..........

31“..’ _" nomAPAYTUTNS . Arrived CHINMDPATS on coast 1400. lorkboat 'AlNA!

954
ct 71:5 Penarted SOUAIC II00 petr workboat ! P v, dise : 16,
Briaf visit to plantation, ther ANCB, . I ction aid ¢ ro, Hhe
at HAMITDATA. Toved to SOQMI T t i xht,
8th, Census SOMULL. Yo L L. a alSUNKOVIRY.
9%h.. To AVALI ar d TOROTAIL, s8léHt at the latter.
T8k, . Sunday observed at TOROTAI. TATTUA ission visited,
IIths "o MABUT and CHUTIDAVUL,
T2th,  STARA village - canped.
IBth.’ Ce‘ns'ns of RURI, camped at TN,
I4th 'I.a.bonr ingpection of BANIU Plantation. Census ol U [UNPATS and ™.
I5th. n 71 " RAUA > « Gamped at DIOS.
Iﬁtﬁ. = 5 gl 18- ” . Thence AVIS. Father Rondeanx nbsent
from TINPUTZ Catholic Wission and plentation.
I7th. Moved to TOCHABON, across TINPUTZ Bay.
18th, lLabour inspection of TINPUTZ Pltn. Moved through TRUE POTECL Island.
T9th. At TEOP, lined SUNAVATORA. Lnbour inspection of TEARCUKTI Mi Pltn,

Bptl‘h Cargo sent inland to WANTOBIN, party proceeded %o XLKESU Mission (visited)

Zlnfr Labour inspection of TEOPASING, Proceeded to WANTODRTY, by inland route.

2
mto, ey ¥ WARERIO. Began stiff climb to NESLAWIU and TUMURI, where slept.

entered

-
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Ihe Vative Situation:
SALF) AREA: - Towards the tip of Bougainville the nngvii arg
more sophisticated than the TEOP and inland people Southeas
ggttggg?lXavihg prgbably had greater association with Administratiocn,

rivate enterprise and missions, and also having had more contact with
QABAUL townshipe An air of reserve seems to conceal a suspected strong
sense of independence and pride amongst these people. It is felt they

are covertly more critical in their outlook and assessment of Europeans

and their customs than their neighbours. While they generally respect

the aims and advice of the Administration, and are not uncooperative,

yet the village officials have to be tactful and persisteant to keep
matters up to scratch, and sometimes it seems that the response to the
Officiai‘s requests and instructions is tardy and halfhearted. The
Official: themselves rarely complain, preferring to keep village matters

to themsclves. In one village (TCRETAI) outright defiance and threats |
to the Luluai occurred a day or two before our visit, and hence the matter
did not miss airing before an O“ficer on this cc€asicn. As a result
several natives received terms of imprisonment, and it is to be hoped

that this might help to bolster the Officials' authority. i

In other cases it is often only the traditional
sense of independend& and self reliance which does not readily fit in
with a close village difipline, and tact 1s essential in the Official,

While it was frequently stressed tc the people
that they must suppori and obey their own Officials, it was also pointed
out to the latter that they were required to give lead and not let matters
slips They have be:n instructed to report cases of disobedience to this
Office promptly in fuire.

Complaints were very few. Matters are normally
settled out of court, and compensation is p 2id to the injured party for
the usuzl run of offences, including adultery, especially in inter=- i
village disputes. This avoids the disadvantage of a “breadwinner" being |
withdrawn from the group were the matter taken to court and the offender L
punished by inprisonment. This of course is a long-established practice |
but the danger to morality of treating lightly offences which should be
prosecuted was pointed out several times. Vigigance was ma intained to
check any offenders during the Patrol, and as a result there were several |
convictions, mainliy for adultery.

»

!

|

Acitvity in copra production is an important featw

ure of everyday life nowadays, and a considerable total amount must be i1

produced by family and clan groups; it cannot be estimated because copra | |
1s disposed of through several Traders, as well as the Co=operative,. ,

Howevsr, there is no doubt that it ensures an apprecia. ble income for i

almost all families in the area, sufficient for their modest store {1

requirements, This avenue of casheearning no doubt contributes to the |

contented native situation which is my appraisal of the area. ik}

Reference was made in the p revious Report to a
number of ma trimonial disputes and divorcese. The position appeared in
a better 1light on this Patrol, and it is not considered that the marria ge |1
institution is by any means threathed. By and large, marriages are
enduring well, the strong Mission influence no doubt reinforcing the s
institution where modern conditions, including greater mobility for all,
freedom of the women, and the absence of some men at work, tend to
weaken the old restraints. Only a few cases of broken marriages were L
brought to the attention of the Patrol.

A common practice is the betrothal of quite
young girls, sometimes of ten years or under to youn men, avter which
thegifrequently take up residence in the groom-elect's village, usually
in his mother's house. This practice leads to marriage very early in
the girl's 1ife often it seems before she is fully developed physically,
and the desirability of later marriage was stressed frequently, with the
girl remaining with her mother until married. Almost all marriages are
arranged by the respective parents or relatives, and in these days of
personal freedom it is a wonder that’ they last so well.

The SAILO people are linked with the Buka Island
East Coast natives of the Lonahan Group, with whom they inter-marry.

They have a tradition of seafaring with their stately decorated 'Mons'
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(plank canoes) allied with the deeply significant bonito fishing. With
the Buka natives and from points on their coast they occasionally made
‘ voya in the bigger 'Mons' as far as the Carterets Group, two days
| journey, in the old days before the Administration forebade the practice
| on account of its danger, and thus they demonstrated their initative and
. sense of adventure. It is doubtful whether we have yet succeeded in
replacing the thrill of such experiences with our introduction of a more
mundane existance.

TEOP AND INLAND: The coast from UMUM east to Teop Bay is thinly
populated with small villages, and there appears to be a lesser vitality
in this part. There is some affinity between these and the inland folk, )
and frequent social intercourse occurs though seldom intermarriage, which

is preferred to be more local. The villages generally are more cohesive
units than the SAILO, and dwell in harmony. TEOP Island with 259 population
is the largest village in the area, and demonstrates more life. Considerable
coconut groves are owned and copra activity is dominant. Perhaps here b
there is some stimulus from competing nearby lMissions.

The inland villages exhibit a markedly different
attitude, being more openly cordial and friendly in their reception and
attitude to an Administrative Party. This may be due largely to the
usual greater simplicity of bush folk; although these people themselves
have a good deal of contact with the l.ission centres and Plantations in
' the area, they are infrequently visited by Luropeans, and probably welcome
{ . such visits. They are some distance from the coast, but they are managing
| | their affairs well, and villages and gardens are in good genecral order.

| One adverse aspect is the suspected grave incidence of Tuberculosis among
the population - this was mentioned also by the Catholic lMission Doctor
at OUKI - and is referred to later. :

i Complaints in this group are very few and casily
. settled. The villages are harmonious units, who agpear to settle their
. few differcences quickly and amicably. Disputes between neighbouring !
villages ar: not quite so easily settled, and a few of these were submitted '
for arbitration. There are occasional differences as to where newly !
married couples should settle when they belong to difierent villages =~ r
there a?pears to be no set rule, but the woman usually moves to their
husband's village. It was noticed that most marriage partners belong to
the same village, and this is even more so along the coast, the desire to
retain the strength and unity of the village appearing to be the influenc- ,
. ing factor, though no doubt there are others. !

e J

Social intercourse and trading with the coast
pecple who speak only a slight dialectical variation of the same language,
1s carried on regularly. The plains people bring bamboo and limbon palm
gor buiiding, food and spears to barter for fish, shells etc., or to sell

or cash.

l
)
i I The mountain group of villages (NEBLAHIU, TUMURI,  {
MELILUP, and MUTAHI) are distinct by way of their locality, but they ,
| maintain some intercourse with the coastal and plains people. Iwo Missions
. maintain contact with catechists posted hers, the Catholic and Seventh Day
| Adventist Missions, the latter at MUTAHI, The olcer men and women do not 1
% - understand gidgin, and the villagers, having had little contact before the ‘
:
!

war are much less sophisticated than the o“her groups.

| Yillages - SATLO:- Most villages are neat in appearance, houses being *

f aligned in two o» move rows, and from the outside appearing well built.

| But a close examination showed that a number had leaky roofs, and many
were dark, dirty and ill-ventilated inside, windows and other openings
being rare. In TORETAI and adjacent fillages the common pattern was a
medium-size dark hut,divided in two parts, one floored for sleeping and
storing personal posessions, and the other part with damp earth floor being

the kitchen and alternative speeping quarters, when cool weather makes the

fire warmpth desirable. In general houses are rarely if ever washed, and

infrequently cleaned and swept. Another frequent defect is the crowding

of houses so that often their eaves touch or overlap.

- It was noted that the previous Patrol found fault
this regard. The particular work ordered then had been carried out,

but oth.s houses became unsatisfactory later. C ith pheoto hs
s that there has been im yov:meelz.xt m%l;jésg%yie eng iayg_rt&?_‘__«

oth sides of ssage", by Beatrice Blackwood.

-,
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~ are mainly for show, and that the small dark cook-houses, built on ground

.
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over the years, and it is felt that the people need further repeated . :
urging to attain a satisfactory standard of clean sanitary homes. Every

effort was made on this Patrol to impress on the people the importance

of tRhis aspect on health and better living, and further attention and

prodding in the matter in the future is intended.

A pood deal of time is spent by the people on the
cooler West Coast during the hot dry spell, and grobably the condition
of villages suffered because of their absence.
are individval superior houses, and these are pointed to as models to be

1
emulated.
|
Instructions were given in a number of villages
and hamlets to extend the scythed area around the villages for a satis-

n each village there

factory distance, and to maintain same weekly. Planting of palms and ‘
food trees around village outskirts is encouraged as also ornamental ‘
shrubs and flowers in the village. I

Both here and in TEOP, each village is dispersed
into two or three hamlets usually, being supervised by Luluai and Tultul
respectively. The reason given for the dislike of central villages was
that disputes tend to be frequent; also that hamlets can be located cn
their own clan ground for convenience in gardening, hunting and collecting
and gathering materials for housing, firewood etc.

- 3~ Housing here was of a better standard, and better
spaced out, both on the coast and inland. The village of DIOS in

rticular was very good, and TEOP and SUNAVAHGPY were also above average.
n some villages there is a shortage of sago, an- some roofs were defective
the people agreed that more sage must be planted for roofing material.

It is often found inland that the raised houses

!
level, are usually used for sleeping on account of the fireside warmpth.
The temperature at these places must be only a few degrees cooler than
the coast but apparently the people feel the difference keenly, and fear
greatly for colds and respiratory complaints. Blankets are owned by a N
few only. It was pointed out that the houses could be made more draught=-
free under the floor and around the walls, and proper window ventilation

provided. The people were also strongly advised to buy blankets before
other items.

In the mountains the climate is appreciably
crisper and the peoprle were not urged to depart from their fireside sleep-
ing habits, until such time as they have income for blankets. The risk
of pulmonary complaints is probably less in this purer atmosphere.

e

Village surroundings were usually found in
reasonable order, although attention to grass cutting is occasionally
sporadic, and the need for regular attention to hygiene around the {
village on the weekly 'Government Day' was emphasised. -‘

i

S As before-mentioned the SAILO Officials have a
somewhat difficult task in keeping all village matters maintained on a
satisfactory footing, due both to the characteristic independence of the
villagers, and to their copra activity. Unless visited and supported by
Officers regularly, they would increasingly lose force.Phrough the whole
Sub-Division there is a traditional hereditary village leader or headman ;
('Tsunaun') much respected by the natives, his prestige being maintained
by frequent large feasts provided by him. In some cases the 'Tsuanaun' ']
has been appointed Lulaui, but in others he is rather old or has kept in
the background, and another 'big' man has received office. In the latter
cases, it is usual for the Luluai to consult and work with the Tsuanaun,

and no objection is seen to this, although the Luluai is held responsible
for his official duties.

KEROL, Luluai of SIARA remains by far the most
outstanding native of the whole area, and I think the high respect in
which he is held by previous Officers is fully justified. However he is

not ambitious polit’ 1lly, being busy ercially, and he stated that the
local leader was 8/ NI brother of tﬁgwaihiiti {ﬁluai, who previously

declined office. The Paramount Lulami SEINOS has not traditional

authority away from his village, and it is believed that he exercises his 'ﬁg
bestowed authority sparingly. s
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KASMAN has acted as the head Lulaui in the Chunpats-Ramuscong River
localities. He 1s loyal, but apparently not particularly authoritative,
his position stemming mainly from his clocse association with the
Coadtwatchers here during the last war, whence he reweived his L.S.M.

~
\
!

{

Other Lulauis of importance are BAFIORI of
WAWUNGINUA, BAEVIRA of HAUNILBIN, and FONDIN of LOMSIS.

C ls:- There are none in existence as yect. It ceems to {
me that the SAILO area would be a convenient and suitable one in which to |
make a start on the introduction of a council when additional staff is
available to ensure close and continual supervision. The area is a
relatively compact one and is served by a fair motor road beginning f:om :
Bonis Plantaticn. It is suggested that one council could serve the 13
villages down to UMUM, comprising 1294 people. There is the advantage
here of established economic enterprise (copra and some shell) to support
the finance of a council. While the establishmert of a council would I,
entail close oversight involving considerable time of an Officer, it might
be hoped Lo have good results in the development of the area, and should
reduce the need for supervision of routine village matters - it being
hoped to engender with this step of local Government some spontaneous
enthusiasm among the people and leaders for village improvement and ‘

welfare.

Immediate acticn is not proposed, but it may be
useful to plan for the time when it will be possible to go on to the next
stage of native development, which after all, ca.uot be deferred
indefinitely. In the meantime, it is proposed to hcld conferences of
village officials and influential men in central villages, when
opportunities permit, to discuss matters of interest. It is hoped to do
this also in the TEOﬁ locality, probably at TEOP Bay, and by this weans,
more frequent contact with village leaders at their own localities may be
aimed at. This could alsc be a gradval way to lead to the next step of
a federated council.

AGRICULIURE A/D SUBSISTLICE: -

As the Patrol was carried out in the dry season,
it was found that garden produce was not plentiful.

~

:
Sweet potato remains the staple in the SAILO area, ;

but taro is doing a little better following the blight attack reported in

st years. It was suggested that new gardens be planted well away from
the old ones, and entirely disease-free planting material be obtaimed from
mountain groups or from the adjoining Wakunai District. They wecre 8lso
advised to consult the Agricultural Officer. A pest is also stripping
green crops, and similar advice was again given.

people spend much time on the West Coast, where the ground is cooler ‘and {
small ‘gardens remain productive.

Fish seafoods and poultry are the main adjunct to
§he diet of the coastal people, and there is little variety in vegetables. 3!
Even such foods as bananas, and pineapples are not ample. There are
signs that the people tend to neglect a good all-round food supply in '
place of store-bought items such as bread, tinned foods, tea and sugar, !
and this was strongly depreciated during our visit. However, repeatad
and frequent advice seems advisable to combat the trend, and no doubt
agricultural pstrols would be greatly beneficial, if they could be mamageds |
This area has been unfortunate in the latter regard, as there has not been |
a patrol for at least 5 years; it is believed that the Agricultural
Officers have had their time fully taken ¥p with other pressing work and
patrols. It might be added that evidence of the radiati: 2z influence of

the KUBU Agricultural Station appears in other ways, such as conspicuous
trim-ness of groves.

While the dry spell is prevailing, the SAILO t
|
§
:

Food supply is better in the TEOP area, especially
inland. Sweet potatoes are still the staple, but taro and bananas are
more in evidence, also pumpkins, melons, and maize etc. The plains and
foothills appear quite fertile and are not so dry as the coast. Some
food is traded to the coastal people and to Plantations along the coast.
Gardens thrive in the surprisingly fertile sheer mcuntain slopes of the
MELILUP locality, where the climate is consistently cooler and showers
ccuastant. 'Kong-kong' and the usual taro are much grown, as also bananas,
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notatoes, pumpkin and oranges. A small supply of Luropean vegetable
seeds furnished by the Agricultural Officer was distributed here and
towards the coast. Potatoes and oranges are bought by coast Plantaticns
and 0dcasionally a few find their way into SOHANO, but the hard mountain
walk of 15 to 20 miles to the coast 1is likely to deter much greater
production. The cultivation of orange thees, which thrive, was especially
encourared, as they would find a welcome market amongst Europeans, and in
additior. be a valuable item of diet for natives; a few oranges were bought
at a ratie of 2/- per dozen.

$=- There has been some move towards the penning of
pigs as recommended to the people by Mr. Jacksonj however the pigs either

break out or are let out, subsequently causing damage to gardens or roaming

around villages. It is difficult to persuade the people to feed the pigs
properly, and to provide more than the usual few scraps of coconut meat.
Pumpkins were suggested, as they grow easily and yleld greens as well as
the fruit.

The SAILO people have good numbers of swine, while
the TEOP people have much less, and one or two have disposed of all theirs,
in order to assist gardens, depending meanwhile on fish, poultry and
opossums.

Inland opossum is keenly hunted 1 addition to the
pig, and for the former several kinds of snares were noted. Plg hunting
is done with dog and spear, and also by drives using a long net, made of
breadfruit and cther fibres. The numerous dogs in all villages seem
hardly to earn their keep from the small number of pigs they assist in
killing.

Poultry are kept in good numbers, mainly scavenging
around the bush. They are eaten at feasts and ceremonial occasions.

Fishing is of course a most important part of the
coastal diet, a variety of methods being employed - spearing, netting
(seine and the long 'butterfly-wing' hand nets}, and hook and line. Kite
fishing is also done. TEOP Bay is a productive area, and the dried catch
is bartered with the inland folk for taro and building materials, weapons
etc.

\, KT s - The walking track connecting all villages along
the coast and inland is maintained in very good condition (and in itself
refutes the charge by some Eurtpeans that the natives are 'bone lazy'l.
The coast section is level except for broken country at UMUM and RAUA,
Obstacles are the UMUM River estuary(canoe ferry provided at coast)and
Chinpats-Ramussong River (fordable at low tides, otherwise canoe from
adjacent village). Raua and Ramussong are easily fordable, except in
floods The Tinputz (Irung), Wusung ana two rivers flowing into TEOP Bay,
which are also subject to occasional flooding, are normally bypassed by
canoe travel across TEOP Bay to TEOP village or TEAROUKI }Mission.

The inland road traverses the often steep foothills
between Teopasino Plantation and TEOBUIN, South of TINPUTZ Bay. From
here the road to CHUNPATS is much easier. The track from NAMERIO into
the mountain villages on the Crown Emperor jange, though well maintained
for its lenght, is a severe test of fitness.

EQIQLJMxHHLanQEEzggnangs:- From Bonis Plantation to just North of UMUM
villags, some 18 miles, there is a fair to gocd motor road, which is used

by a trader's truck and KEROL's jeep regularly. In a number of places
officials were instructed to improve drainage outlets in hollows, and to
make roadside drains on slopes to reduce washing out, which is evident.

The surface is predominately clay tending to beco« greasy after rain. If
it were to receive greater use as a motor road in the future, it would need
considerable improvement, which however shoi1ld be within the means of the

, considerable population along this stretch, provided guidance could be

given.

Through UMUM to BANIU a walking track passes
through several gorges in the coastal limestone escarpment. owever there
is a rovte a mile or so inland of the coast entering Baniu Plantation from
the West which was developed by the Japanese as an M/T road during the
war, but which has become overgrown. This section would be about 4 or 5
miles. The UMUM Eiver would probably require bridging, but not C major
Jobs A Plantation tractor road leads to CHUNPATS village, and inland to

J

|

|
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ITATAKUTS the gently rising foot road could easily be improved to lotor |
Traffic standarde From bere it would be possible with some work to make

fords over *he two arms of the Chinpats River near their confluence, using

| the rosfd boulders of the river bed, and this would afford a crossing in all

| excent scvere floods. A fairly level route can be found around the rear of
Raua irorstone = 'dg and east to NANKERIC, A road to this peint would p:t
the LOMSIS-ARAV... saoup into easy contact with the cocast, and would place

the inland TEOP peopl~ more accessible Leastwards, The Ramussong River

would prove a more difficudt obstacle to further extension of 2 motor read,

and mizght require brid-ing.

In considering the question of building and maintaining such & road, it
is seen that the heaviest population ccncentration of the area is just
zinland cf TEOP Bay which would not be reached until the Ramussong is crossede.
| However, it 1s likely that the villages of TATAKULS, ARAVIA, LOMSIS,POKPOK
and NAMKERIO would resjte their villages alongside the CHUNPATS-LAITERIO
route if developed, as they realize the importance of roads to cash economye.
The -oastal route 1s a longer one, and is handicapped by the estuarine river
mouths; furthermore, the native pppulation is lighter.

b

It 1s realized that for economic purposes, the roads nced only connect
the inland villages to the nearest bays or anchorages on the coast; but for
| cverall developmert, a.d in order to place the area in better contact with
| bastriet Headquarters and thus make it more possible for advice and guldance
' to he rrovided by the varjsus ~epartments for such development, a connecting
| road from the District He: aquarters is considered essential. It seemed to
‘me that the people are anxious for economic development, and realize that
' lack of communications considerably rescricts progress; and I think that
'they would readily cooperate in putting a road through.

COMERCIAL L. JRHPLISL:
A good deal of Cnpra is produced by the SILAU group from MANOs (near

SOHANC) east to RURI, A few villages in the TEOP locality alsc have
considerable gr.ves, and are pvroducing. Generally, the groves were clean.

Driers are usually of poor standard; they are owned and worked by a J
small family group or by a couple of relatives, and the buildings are often | J
crude and have large gaps in the walls, which must mean loss of heat and
consequent poor drying. Copra observed oftea seemed to me to be improperly
dried, too much moistre usualjv remaining. Advice was constantly given
on these points, and the peopl- recommended to compare their work with the
better Plantations. The people do not seem to worry about the quality of
the Copra, so long as they can get someone, a Trader if not the Co-operative
to buy it, which they alwvays canj the Copra is then recondftioned by the
purchaser. The remedy to get bett r Copra must be to reject outright the
poorer Copra. 1 pather the Cp-orerative Sectlion are reluctant to do this
in this early stage of their development in this locality, but if the reasons i

?
?
|

are carefully explained to the people, and close contact maintained, I think
a rapid improvement cculd be brought about.

Copra from the nearer SILAU group is brought in by hired truck to MANOB if
village, opposite the Co-operative Store, or in good weather collected by
Trader's pinnaces and boats off the exposed coast. KEROL of SIARA is very
active commera%ﬁgé?) and in addition to working his own Copra and managing
several small 4 *he does the trading for much of the other native Copra
in his locality.

The TEOP Copra is either collected by ITrader's workboat from SOHANO, or |
| bcught by a Trader on tuc spot. As Inter-islsnd vessels call here, there
. seems to be no reason why the Co-operative could no’ buy and store the Copra
there for direct shipment to RABAUL; with the recent introduction of a Copra
Inspector on board, the Copra could first be tested before shipment. At
the time of my visit, there was no one in the Cec-operative Store who had
money to buy Copra, and the natives had no alternative but to sell it to
Iradars. The price paid for Copra is sround 5d. per pound.

Some trcchus and green 3+ ' shell is being fished 2lcso.

In a number of villages it was pleasing to see more palms being planted,
and the setting out is reasonable in most cases. There is also intrest in
Cocoa, as most of the Plant- tions have began planting this crop, and it is
to be hoped that the Department of Agriculture m«y be able to promote this

| ¢Top before long, if the conditions prove suitable, as they appear. There

1s consicera’ s apparently very fertile land inland from the coast, from
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BMMIU Bay to TEOP, where Copra is not available, and the consideratle
population of this region are interested in Cocoa. To facilitate contact
{between these people, and the Agricultural Station, for such a development
a moto,~“road it most desirable, and the prospccts of this are being actively
explored, as mentioned under"foads and Uridgest

| | CENSUR:

The total population is 4,350, It is interesting to see that natural
jncrease rose from 30 in 19%2/53 (12 months) to 100 during the following
16 months up to the time of this Patrol. The number of births was the
telling factor, being 2?25 compared with 138 during 1952/53. 1t seems very
likely that a steady though not as yet rapid population increase is beginning,
and it will be interesting to see whether this is maintained next year.

A marked absence of aged people was evident. Probably the war and the
immediate postwar period, when the effects of malutriti-n and hardshipn,
‘coupled with sporadic disease outbreaks, were still felt, took their toll of !
this groupe.

S The Villages between UMUM and IKUE (including CHUI'PATS, TRNDU, DIOS,
AVIS and TOCHABON) totalling 400 persons, have the smaliest rate of natural
increase. In this group there were 17 births against 13 deaths in the
current period, 13 births against 9 deaths for the previous year, and over
the 3 year period 1949/1952,33 births, 21 deaths. These are the particular
villages adjoining Plantations along the coast, and though by ordinary
standards the recruiting rate would not be considered excessive, it does
seem that restrictions on employment may be advisable in order to allow this
group to develop fully with the other groupse. This was also recommended
by the previous Patrolling Officer BV1/53-54,P.7.

HEALTH:
50 far as could be judged general health was very fair. It seemed no

epidemics or disease outbreaks occurrcd during the year. The main complaint
was yaws, especially on the coast, with some tropical ulcers etc.

Particularly in the inland areas, tuberculosis is suspected to be rife, e

and I believe this is the npinion of the lission Doctor at THAROUKI Hosp*tale ';ji
With the present absence of roads, this part is not or easy access for g -
Medical attention. $-
; The Mission Medical services at HANTUA apnd TEAROUKI (Catholic) and k*%
|  KUKESU (llethodist) are well placed and of great benefit. ‘$;
fa Three or Four further cases of ansen's Disease have been discovered iiﬁf
in the area recently, two by this Patrol. g
/C 1 Kl:- A dependable member who keeps on the jobe. jﬁg&,
He is a conscientious man who is not afraid to carry out his duty even e
theugh it might make him unpopular among the people and other police. I s
have known him for two years, and would recommend that, if a vacaney occurs,
he may be promoted. Conduct excellent.
Begadin, 7867 Const, SANGI:- An average member, steady in outlook, and ¢
tactful. Conduct goode. o}
L :=~ Intelligent, but inelined to take things
easy, and is rather too confident. He is young, and no doubt will develop
satisfactorily. Conduct very fair.
, The two Constables were inclined to leave Patrol duties to the NeCoeOsy
this was corrected.
?3.
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MEMORANDIN for:- N\ : w7/ 7th Decemler, 1954,
N\ @ .
A
The Director,
Department of District Services
and Native Affeirs,
PORT MORESRY.
SOFATO PATROL REPCRT NO.k+ OF 5%4+/55
- Y By Ae VCCABE, a/AeDo0y
- The above report is forwarded in triplicate.

why this area was not patrolled more
regularly when there were tiro Field Staff stationed at Sohano.
This lack of patrolling is Traurb¢y the cause of the @ifficulty
the SIALO officials are having in maintsining matters ot
satisfactory standaré.

I cannot understand

_.A-‘v' -

¥illoge Councils:- The matter of Village Councils g Dis-
trict is receiving attention. The area patrolled by Ir. licCabe
ig one of the most promising. However, they are not reesly for

Councils now, further, the matter will have to be inves*igated
throughly before any action is taken as the population 1ie on"'v

129%,
M""""

’vr ~ L \
(fe Lo A “.“‘,'I./

Dist rict.gprwlqc oner.
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19th Dooember, 195/

I

The Distcict Commdosi mer,
SUIAO Pe'nl Reoopt Mosk of 125./55

l The receipt iu aclmouledged of the above-
montioned Report gubradttod ky !frelelecCale, acting Asoistant

Pistrict 0'ficor, folloving his P trol of the SAILO and TROP comsus

gub-divigions acovapanded hyy Cadet Patyol (FTicer Goll.0'Farrell,
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*g -Objects of Patrol3®neral Administration, Census ete, .00~ 0 0 .
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINiA
50#.
District of..............DOUGAINVILLE . Report No. a2 9% 19%4/95.......ooocev..
Patrol Conducted by....., BsAs MoCabe, .‘f,/, I o b B e
Area Patrolled....... l(ortl ock - d : 'Pasman ‘ Island : G L, o P B N
Mr. M. Mead, Asst. Agricultural Officer
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans..................cooeoviuviniiiiiinciniisnsecenes
Reg. 3173 Sgt. AGEHA
1 Natives..................d 8120..Conatabhle. KINDAM
Duration—From..9..../.2..../1993....t0...2Y./.2..../1995...
Number of Days.......l..-?’ ........................................................................
¥ \{)id Medical Assistant Accompany b

Last Patrol to Area by—District Services.ppri/1/Mag 1954 -
Medical ... Nowvegher../1952...

Map Reference. AAMiTalty CRARBS, . . ... s

.................................................................................................................................................................

DIRECTOR OF DISTRICT SERVICES
AND NATIVE AFFAIRS,
PORT MORESBY.

Forwarded, please.

4
X/ 52/19&5’( A
& ——Bistrict-Commissioner
NIL PAYMENTS. ‘
Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation ... £..............
Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund ... fo R e

Amount Paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund ...
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PATROL REPORT NO.5 of 1954/93.
Officer Conducting Patrol:- B.A.McCabe, A/A.D.O.
4
Area Patrolled:- Tasman Islands and Mortlock Islands
Groups.
Objects of Patrol:- General administration, census etc.
Duration of Patrol:= Februvary 9th to 21st. - 13 days.
Personnel:~- Mr.M.Mead, Asst.Agricultury] Officer,
No.3173 os5gte. Ageha
- - No. $/20 Const.KIMDAN.
Previous Patrols:- D.Du5S+ = April/May 195%,
P.H.D. ~ November 1952.(fly visit
Director of Publips dealth,)

kap Reference;- Admiralty Charts.
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. INIRODUCTION.

b This patrol was accomplished after two previous attempts to
locate the groups in August and ceptember last year were unsuccessful,
On the previous occasions, unfavourable winds and currents had
apparently deflected the slow-roving Government trawlers off course, !

1t on this occasion the Master of the M.V."NEREU5", familiar by i
many trading trips with che area, had no difficulty, although he was
re’ieved when the Tasmans especially appeared in sight.

Tnree Administrative (District Services) patrols have now been
, achieved in the past eighteen months, compared to two flyinhg trips
| P

(by Catalina =2ircraft) in 6 ysars previously. Perhaps more

important, trade has flourished over the past two years with
quarterly visits by traders bringing imports of food, clothing and
trade goods in return for copra and trochus she’ 1. ihis has
undoubtedly added interest and enjoyment to the everyday life of
the natives and dissipated the sense of isolatlon previously
discernable in the groups. P

An additional purpose of the patrol was to discove™ the result !

! of the reported influenza or pneumonia outbreak mid-year , 195%, {
and this is reported on under "Medical and Health". )
\ i
| DIARX. |
v
3 Feb, 9th., M.V."NEREU3" weighed anchor 7.20 a.m. and proceeded east
‘ through Buka Passage, then Nerti " ist to arrive at the !
: Cartersets Islands at 4 p.me Anchored and ate meal. §

At 5.30 p.m., proceedad on easterly course (80°) for :
Mortlock Islands. : W

? 10th. Arrived 9 o'clock. Later went ashore, visited village
and talked with people. Trader's cargo unloaded.

11th. Census in morning. Then inspected gsxdens ete,

12th. Departed at 11.30 a.m, making east for Tasmans tarough
: slight seas.

13th, Arrived Tasmans 1.30 p.me Visited village. People came
back in sailing cancaes from old village site on
NUKUMANU IS. where they had been making copra and
gardenire,

4 14th. Census ete. During afternoon trader's cargo unloaded.
'Singsing' at night.

: 15th. Commenced loading copra, but rain and seas stopped
loading for day. Heavy winds during night.

16th, seas inside lagoon again prevented loading. 4
17th. Cargo loaded. Compiled repor~t.
18th, Departed 1 p.m. for Mortlocks. ;

19tk, Arrived Mortlocks 11 a.m. Visited village during |
alterncon. L

20th, Welghed anchor 11.30 a.m. for ochano (250°).
N.M.A. TOLE proceeding to Rabaul for Malaria course.

2lst, Arrived Sohano. Patrol completed. :
m ~

Here, at the first of these two small remote atolls, our !
| Teception was very cordial, everyone haprily turning out to meet 4
us, After some conversation and a look around the village, the 1
natives performed a daace of welcome. The absence of reserve or R {




- and fami

2e

shyness was indeed no%ticeable, the inhahitants obviously
enjoyirg the occasion of a ship's visit to “hem.

The Mortlocks are a vigorous, united and thriving community,
mainly Polynesian in race, but with a varlety of strains from the
Bismark Archipelago, chiefly Tolai, New Ireland and Manus., The
population increase here, almost 160% over the past few years, as
remarked elsewhere, ic outstanding in the Vistrict and probably in
the Territory. This 1is especially gratifying for a1l visitors have
commented on the charm of the Mortlocks and Tasmans people - their
characteristics of friendly dignity, zentility, honesty and
intelligence.

While the basis of their life remains the traditional
occupations of fishing, gardening (mainly swamp tare) and coconut
gathering, and they live in the same way in one united village,
nowadays the people are keenly concerned in winning a cash in-~cme
from the production and sale of copra and trochuse Tue s~ ply of
trade goods and food and clothing which this affords is . -
improvement of their material environment keenly appreci=z 1 by allﬁ

There are no persons absent in eunloyment, restrictions
having been imposed here and at Lue Tagsmans two years agoe

Intermarriage has taken plece with the Feads Islanders
(Nuguria) to the north, and on this patrol the Luluai and kinsfolk
asked that three Morilrocks omen who were married to NUGURIA men
and living there be returned, claiming that matrilocal residence is
loecal custom. This matter will be taken up.

L]

get more remote, the people here are shyer than the Mortlock
villagers, but are becoming more confident with each visit
following their wartime and post-war isslation (they were not
visited at all between 1939 and 1947)., Nowadays they are an
obviously contented people like the Mortlocks, and perhaps more
serene and easygceing. Frank and dignified friendliness is
extended after short acquaintance, by the women also, who lack
the shyness 3and inhibition charac%eristic of the Melanesian women, .

While their isolation on a fi. flung atoll, 300 miles from the
nearect centre, strikes the visitor forcibly, Lha people nave never
been concerned about it. They appreciate visits by vessels,
bringing goods, visitors and outside news, but aver they are not '
attracted to more developed parts. An occaslonal visit to one or | iy
other of the cenires wynld satisfy arny such aspirations, they say.
Of the three persons absent at this census, on< is a haif caste
young man of Vunapcpe Missicn, another is cgt. Ageha of the Folice
Force, stationed at Sohano and who shortly retires; and the third,
MAGIRO, has been employed for many years as an Administration
driver at LAE. The psople explain they got homesick for their
own reople'’s company when away, and also rear for their heglth, as
they are well aware of :heir susceptibility to foreign ailmants,
especlally raspiratory ones.

A mein source of the people's satisfaetion and contentment
is that post-war they have not been restricted to their reserve,
but have had free access to the plantation, covering most of the
islands on the group, to produce copra for cash income. Prewar
there was little opportunity to earn meney, apart from low wages
from a sompany workirg the plantation, and their present
cpportunitiss seem to them very bountiful irdeed. They are
adamant that ti-y do not desire a European to come back to run the
plantation,

PP O—
»

As at the Mortlocks, the people live in close harmony and ‘
disputes are at a minimum, There do not seem to be any quarrelsome | |
rsonniE;ut if any Dbehavious is diacountonancogiritﬂis done

etfully by group disapprc7al, and is soon rectified. Marital

115: is especially barmonious. Tha men are affectionate
towards their wivea, and everyone di:slays affection to the
children, who however appear unspciled.

-+ t, N u*fwt-—- e
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Frequent dancing is participated in by all the people in the
village, espécially on a fine, clear night. The occasion of a
ship's visit is one for nightly dances and feasts.

VILLAGEe AND OFFICIALS.

1 el q »
%ge village occupies the whole of small NUKUTCA Is. about

4 or 5 acres in area. The two lines of soundly built dwelling huts
are flanked protectively by groves of palms and the native fruit
tree "NATI". The whole area is kept clean and neat, and with a few
lines of shrubs and flowers, presents a creditable appesrance.
Small kitchens are located in a row at the rear of the dwellings,
but meals are usually cooked and eaten in the latter.

The very well built rotunda which serves as a rest house
remains in excellent order. A new copra store has been built and
roofed with iron salvaged from prewar trader’s buildings, which
allows catchment into two new 50 gallon tanks recently brought
out on Mr,Wickham's shipe.

gillage consists of a double row of pandanus-thatched huts,
rather smail in size and cramped together, situated towards the
eastern end of AMOTU I5. sSeveral rows of coconut palms provide
shelter from the south-east but there is 1ittle from the North-west.
some new palms have recently been planted '© remedy this. The
village area is sandy and kept tidy. The Deople sleep on mats on
the sand and it was recoumenced they make floors, for which
coconut palms could be adzed. The nights appaTéntly rarely turn
coid for the people sleep without blankets or covering, and room
fires are not usual. The people were also advised to enlarge their
houses and space them further apart, to accommodat® the growing
families.

-

-

manner, which :eems to stem from a feeling of compétition from the
more sophisticated JEKI (Tultul) and SELEy N.M.A., who

younger
People seem to respect him, and in any case, his

are brothers.

Tulbul -~ JEKI.
Intelligent but the ambition for authority previously reported was

he seems to be mainly interested in economic matters.

Q e
uluai - TOHUA.
Hereditary leader, quiet and modest in manner.

an¢ pepulare
Tvltul - WAITAI.

Though disablei in legs and now gets around on crutches
lively and intelligent, sometimes a 1ittle impatient. ¥
satisfactory type.

|
' N.M,A. - MOMIA.

he is
ery

Proficient and intelligent. Reasonadly diligent.

Btailed statisties of births and deaths since 1937 for both
svillages were given in P/R BV.6/53~54%. The overa’l picture over
the past 18 years since 1937 is an increase in Mor tlock population
| freum 161 to 315 (91F) and in the Tasmans, an increase from 35 to
» ‘137 (W4#). TIn"Pacific Islands Pilot® the 1932 populations are

iven as: :Mortlocks - 120; Tasmans = 110, It is to be noved that
Tasmans population was reduced by migratiun to Lord Howe Isiands

of people over the period, wheress the migration loss in the

cks was only ls The axodus to the Lord Howe Islands 1is
accounted for by the custom of inter-marriage and movement of

Above middle age, he controls village with rather a forceful !;
' :
position is not difficult in this ccoperative, vas¥-goling village. n:Q

rot apparent this time, and while attending to his responsibilities, 1 '{

Apparently efficient ;

—

families between the groups. gﬂ »5
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‘ A pleasing feature was the relatively high average size of
families (Mortlocks 2.9; Tasmans 3.).

Fish, swamp taro, coconuts and poultry are paramount in the ,
native diet, and suppiy adequate nutrition to all. In good Wi
é weather abundant fish is to be had on the reefs and in the lagoon, ,
: A variety of methods are used - line fishing, traw’ing behind
canoes, sp2aring and netting. sShark fishing is also carried on by d
a unique tut effective method which employs the use of shell
rattles from the canoces to attract the sharks, and a noose and iL
wood club to lassoo and stun them, Turtles, shellfish aud ecrabs !
add to the diet, |

Poultry is increasing, and 11 more ducks were brought to the [}
Tasmans on this trip by Mr.Wickham. He intends to introduce Rhode ~ K
Island Red hens to the groups soon. P

' Swamp taro remains the staple of both groups, and there is a ’:

little variation with dry targ, bananas (Mbrtlocks’ and a few yams 2

[ 3 (Tosmans). Further diversification of vegetables is desirable, but

poverty of the soil and ignorance of the natives, handicap this.

Hovever, Mr.,Mead, Cadet Agricultural Officer who accompanied this

patrel, brought out banana and tapioca seedlings, also peanut

{ . and cowpea seeds, and demonstrated planting etec. to the people.

. It 1s hoped that this follow-up of Mr.Tomlin's visit in August 1953

: may have more successful results, despite the handicaps, added to
vhich is a rat menace in both groups. The possibility of obtairing
more cats to attack the latter will be checked.

Copra production as mentioned under "Economic Activities" 1is
increasing. The copra is sun dried on the ground on racks and on
sheets of old iron and a very good product is being turned out.

ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES .
There 1is an easy income in both groups with the considerable
coconut groves existing on the islands, from which copra may be
oduced, On this trip,about 120 bags (85 tons) were on hand at
e Mortlocks and 19% bags (13 tons) were collected from the
‘Tasmans. The price paid by Mr.Wickham was formerly £3 per bag
(1% « 15 bags the ton) but with the recent price drog, the new
rice is £2,15.0 per bag - bags, marking ink ete. supplied
onsidering the shi{ping distance tn Rabaul, this price is
2

: considered reasonable, and is about equal to that offered for trade |
/' copra around Bougainvillo. .

he b

The quantities of copra mentioned abovs were produced in a
period of about three months and the Tasman peoprle hope to produce
at a higher rate after the North-west season,

P Only a gortion (less than half) of the plantation which covers
most of the Tasmans is being worked - AMOTU ISLAND and a part of
NUKUMANU ISLAND. sShortage of mcnpower and the distance of the ,
remaining islands restricts greater production at present. :

Trochus is also [ished at both grougs and 1C bags had been i
collected at the Mortlocks and 20 bags at the Tasmans, over three {
months. The return per bag is £3 and this allows a very large !

‘ margin of profit to e trader on current prices; however the !
: market is ve:g. ubject to fluctuations, and the profit made on the 5
‘ shell makes .trading attractive and allows a better price for 1

: - the copra, .
Goods brought in by the trader for the people included rice, :
tinned meat and fish, sugar, flour, biscuits, tobacco, calico, soap,
povdcr,‘t:nls, canoe sail ete. Almost all of the cash earned is !
spent ag it is received. The food items are a welcome c e and '
augment to the diet. A large iron tank was brought out to the
Mortlocks by Mr.Wickham on this trip, and they now have tweo,
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a small 'store' at the Mortlocks on a sort of charge account
system, the officlals who have a little literacy keeping simple
records of purchases, and accounts being settled when copra
E:ymonts are made by the trader. This is of course, 1llegal on
0 counts' being credit transactions and outside the scope of
Mr.Wickham's Pedlar's Licence, and he and the villagevs were |
apprised of this fact. ;[

5. i
It was noticed that goods are being left Ly the trader at |

Mr.Wickham explained that his purposc was to encourage the
natives to produce all the copra they could to their mutual
benefit, and hence a variety of food they desired was provided
against the copra produced. As I believe he is genuinely
interested in these people and will give them a fair deal, no
action was taken, bu @ trader was advised he must sell for

cash from the ship in future. The people later told me they « I8
desired to open a small trade store on a cooperative basis to be e
managed by the officials and I think this could be set up and i
operated quite simply, with the occasional guidance of a patrolling
officer, without asking the Cooperative Section to take it within : &
its ~arview. The latter because the distance and difficulty of
transport would otherwise entail much time and expense for
supervision by the section.

As mentioned by Mr,Jackson in P/R No.BV.3/53=5% (p.3) the
people are under uncertainty as to the future of this property,
which covers the main part of the group. As stated in that
report, the property has not been worked postwar. It is not known
vhether the lessee's rights still exist, or whether it has reverted
back to the Custodian. The people have moved the village from
their small mosquito-infested reserve on the western tip of
NUKUMANU ISLAND to AMOTU ISLAND. Copra is being gathered from
AOTU ISLAND and a part of NUKAMANU,.

Mr,.B.Wickham who is trading to the groups under a Pedlar's
Licence, still desires to lease the property, and work it with the
local nztives under plantation sharing agreements, or with imported
labour if necessary.

The natives state that they dc not desire tle land to be

ualionatod again, for the reasons mentioned in the previcvus Report.
They are hopofui of aventually having sufficient population to work
the entire plantation, Even with the present rate of increase
hovever, this is not likely unless more efficient methods are
adopted. At present, cll stripped nuts are brought a consjderable
distance by cance to the main village for drying, and therefore
much time is lost in this transport. A sailing cutter would be
much more effective; the natives hope to purchase this through
Mr.Wickhwm later.

Mr.Jackson recommended that if the natives proved abls to ;
work the plantation, it should be handed over to them; il not, a
larso portion should be alienated. After a year or so in which

traders have been reglilarly working in ths area, the peopl~> are -}

working about a third of the plantation, the isianda nearest the -

village, but stats tley cen enlarss on this in the future, and .}

better %ransport would be a decidéd help. ’E

1

L]

!

I

I would recommend that the natives be allowed to work the

‘g%ultution ior at least anothél year, and no alienation be made for
e present. With further experience, the natives should be able ('

.o effectively work a greater vart of the plantation and any {3

remaining portiol might D@ ledsed lor relatively short term periods, iq

}

!

and under appropriate controls, ‘

Perhaps a further corfiideration is that the greater land area ,
of the Tasmans could be régarded as a reserve against the future
.needs of tho~oxpun41nt population of the Mortlocks. At present, 4
there 1s not much contact and practically no inter-marriage between l
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the two, no doubt on account of communiecation; Lut ti.is did occur
in the pas$, there are old kinship links, and intermarriage could
be expected to take place again with impro- .o nt of transport.

JAPANEGE ACTIVITIES .

| l¢ The report by Mr.B.Wickham, Master of M.V."NEREU:" of trochus

t fishing activities by » Japarese vessel at the Tasmans Auring

g November of last year, wos investigated. The matter was confirmed
by the villagers, and statements were taken from the Luluai TOHUA
and Native MeCical Assistant MOMIA. A report is being forwarded
separately to the District Commissioner.

2. About August 1953, another Japanese vessel visited one of the
North-west izlands of Tasmans, and while there, burnt down %
small huts and ruined 5 bags of trochus stored there. A subsequent
report was made by Mr,A.XK.Jackson, A/A.D.0., who recommended the
natives be compensated by the Administrationr., The latest reference
is D:S.Memorandum 26-%=3 of 25/9/54%, Mr.Wickham has paid the
natives for the trochus burnt, as it was for him the shell was
gathered and he and the natives are content to let the matter rest
there. The huts were improvised shelters of little value, and any
compensation to the natives at this late stage would not be expected
or fully appreciated by them, in my opinlion,

4
LEDICAL AND EEALIH.

| The people of these groups are a very healthy and rotust
{ people and no ailments were detected on first inspection by this
patrol. .
An influenza outbreak in the two groups had been reported by
«Wickham in July last year. Two medical patrols in August and
eptember failed to locate the Mortlocks and this was the first
atrol following report of the outbreak. It was discovered that the
latter occurred immediately fallowing the visit of the M.V.NUCURIA
owned by Mr.G.Carson of Fead Islands, last April, on which Patrol
fficer Mr.Leabeater travelled for tha previous patrol. Mr.lezbeater
repcrted that "common colds concurrent with malaria" had broken out
lat the Mortlocks when the vessel re‘urned there from the Tasmans.
On that excursion, forty men wko had been visiting the Fead Islands
. returned to the village, and one of these subsequently died., It is
: most probable that these g;opln brought the infection from the Fead
| Islands. Unfortunately, the next vessel (Mr.Wickham's) did not call
Vtf;ho:.'o for two monthsi and by that time penicillin was exhaustecd.
s (o}

'~ | rRMrWickham returned Rabaul and brought out further medicines in
, ; August to the groups.
£ Ty
R Three deaths, one middle aged man and two old women occurred
as a result of the outbreak, which laid everyone low for a period.

It is understcod that the Mortlock visitors to the Feads, whom
.Carson had removed and was later requested to retura, were
edically inspected at sohano before their return, but no signs of
sease were apparently noted.

The uttef necessity of stringent medical inspection before
y-.-1s proceed to these place~ is borne out by these events.

/ Native Medical Assistant SELE is doing a good job at the
Mortloecks and has a well-constructed Aia Post. Further medical
| .‘22;::3 were landed. N.H.A. TOLE had been assisting SELE, but

a to Rabaul on this vessel in order to undertake a course in
laria control there. Improvement of the Aid Post and facilities
roofing it with galvanized iron and buying a tank for water supply
hoped to be achieved soon.

At the Tasmans, N.M.A. MOMIA ca._les on fairly efficiently.
trip he returned frow sSohano with us having completed a

fresher course there.
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When we called at the Mortlocks on our journey back to sohano, ‘
‘ we found many of the people had contracted ecclds and apparent q
J 'malaria. The officials said this was a frequent result of ship's H
: visits and it would seem that the precaution. of medical inspection
- taken Dby visitors on ships do not safeguard the people in their 1
. extreme susceptibility to colds, and perhaps more serious ailments. i
: However, nobody was seriously 1i1 and SELE has adequate medicines
f + and penicillin to cope with the sicknoss. Furthermore, Mr.Wickham
' ¢ intends to return to the Mortlocks in a fortnight and he will advise
5 if serious cases occure. /

NATIVE LABOUR.

At rresent, restrictions are in force against the employment
of Mortlocks or Tasmans people, axcept as casual workers in those
islands (Gazette No.29 of 19535.

The people show 1little or no desire to work in other places,
but it is believed they would like to accept casual work at
boatgcrew on ships operating to and within this Distriect., It is L |

- considered that such occupation would be profitable and
: enlightening to them, and it is recommended that consideration be
" given to modifying the restrictions to this end.

CJ
g mentioned in the previous Report, the society is composed

.}-\ of five exogamous clans { UATU, TUHI UI.Aé TAKAU, TUHULITUMA and
\ wo

— gy

.-

PAR NS

TOHU'EFELAU, the first being the leading clans, but not forming
a moiety as mentioned previously.

The clans <o not appear to play a large role in local life
= apa. t from regulating marriage, however, the sense of unity of the
1 & village being dominant. Eowever, the various *slands of the group
‘h\ | are divided amongst the clars as follows:-

| RUATU eclan Nukatoa, Nukufare, KOROTEKE I5LANDG.
: %uu clan Nukuturua (2 islands), KAPEIATU I5LANDs.
clan

FAREFATU, MATURI, LETUMA IoLANDG.
. { TURWEITUMA clen NUKURIKEA IsLAND
{ TURU'EPELAU elan WUKUTAPU, TUFARUPE ILANDS.

| . {x‘mmmm, descent and perriage custom as recorded last
eporTe. .

L B B

o
After the death of a villager, there will be prolonged
. eceremonies. The body is decorated, wrapped in mats and buried, then
i food is gathered for the feast. Dancing then commences with the c¢lan
.4 leade*s acting as masters of ceremonies in turns, and addressing the
y E:Ople at intervals. The people have a belief that the spirits of the
' deceased exist in the atmosphere, but they are not rational., However,
. the influence of forbears is called upon in such activities as
 fishing, when leaves with magical properties are rubbed over the
‘ fishing 1ine and the dead father is supplicated to aid the efforts A
. of the fishermen, Tris is done privately by anyone. |
Lhuin. i
\ The %) clans of this group are "BALUS® (pigecn) and i
| { "IETARE" (& kind of terne) rot BAIHARE and ATORI as previously 4
| “resorded, these Leing the names of two parts of the old village on i
: ‘IUIUHAIU'ISLARD. The clans are exogamous. Membership is traced 1.
_through the patrilineal line. : ]?

’ ‘A birth is an occasion for festivities, dancing, singing and f
| ‘feasting, especially for the first-born of a family. The other b
. womenfolk sleep for a number of days afterwards in the new mother's i

house, to look after her. 1

o A e
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gﬁe children receive especial affection from their parents,

and indeed all people in the village, but remain unspoiled. They x
s9em to rarely ery, and constantly play happily with each other,
At an early age, both boys and girls are expected to help in |

household and 1livlihood chores, and thus they learn early to be fi

self-reliant., There are no initiation ceremonies, but tattooing

is practised, commencirng in the adolescent stage, t

*
’g at the Mortlocks, betrothals are usually arranged by the

garonts of young girls and boys of an early age, but may be

isregarded if the two are later unwilling to marry. Bride price
is accumulated by the groom's whole clan, calico, native lava-lavas,
beads ete. being given to the bride's mo{her. The couple live in
the latter's house until the first child is born, when a separate
house is built. On the people'’s account, there seems to be no

\ mother-in-law bogey haraf

3
Gargoning fishing and other crafts are carried out within the
individual ramily framework normally. When concerted efforts,
traditionally in the form of fish drives or expeditions in quest

of large tuna and the like in the lagoon and outside the reéf,

are desirable, the natural cooperativeness of these people makes
this easy. Nowadays cog;a making is a notable form of joint effort,
which works smoothly. e divis ons of profits is on an equal-
sharing basis, with the qualification that households with several
young sons, for example, receive a proportionately higher share.

]
igo women are obvisusly not the drudges one finds on the

mainland, and in fact, seem to live quite an easy life. They do

not fish, though thcy gather shellfish on the reefs, but they do
assist tﬁo men in the swamp taro gardens - work tha% is not

arssous. There is little of the carrying of food loads (canoes being
uted between the islands) and firewood collection is obviated with
the use of cocornut husks to heat their heaped stone ovens for cookihge.
Other tasks that the wcomen perform are weaving of mats and 1m

sheets (they have not the raffia-work hats of the Mortlocks) and
making of pandanus thatch.

The main traditional occupations of the men are fishing, swamp
gardening, house and canoe building, and coconut collection.

In esent day work of copra production, both sexes and all
ages combine,.

éﬁo o!dest son inherits such things as canoes, palms, gardens,

- land etc. and is expected to make any necessary provision for
younger sons. Personal possessions of deceased people ar. Dburied
with him. Daughters inherit from their mothers such things as

| saucepans, cooking utensils, beads and ornements.

1]
Rights over portions of coconut groves, and swamp taro gardens,
are pogsessed by individual men. Other por&ions of coconut groves,
Pﬂr:ieulnrly those further from the village, are for common usage,
‘a8 the reef.

eviously described in P/R BV 3/53-54% page 8, At the Tasmans,
alking sticks are being made though timber is scarce. Mother-of-
arl shell is cut by file into small patterns and inset on the side.

: The raffia type hats made in the Mortlocks are well made, and as
a utility artdecle may find a sale locally, ‘3
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Et gg considered that the situation in these islands 1is
.te satisfactory and the people are making good progress.
it. expanding population they are also improving their ecomomic
stand . Perhaps the two chief aspects to be watched are those
of health and education., The trained Native Medical Assistants
and the ample medical supplies provided are safeguarding the
natural good health of the people against introduced disease.
ldunationall%, however, much could be donoiapart from the
medical staff and Sgt.lGEHA there is no literacy among the
R;:I:.. If at all possible it is recommended that an
istration native teacher might be made available to conduct
a school at the Mortlocks firstly. In the meantime, we are
endeavour to get at least ome of the lads to attend a school
within the District with a view to training him as a teacher
eventually.

L0 o

B.A.McCabe.
A/A.D.O.

e

e
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Displayed his usual keen intelligence and excellent conduct
on this duty visit to his home islands. Ekis impending retirement
in March will be a loss to the force, but he should be able to
encourage the development of the remote Tasmans people when he

i returns there.

i | BaRa8120 = Cons uKINDAY.
A quiet person of average ability and diligence.

A copy of these comments has been given to Inspector Hof
Police, Sohano, for records.

-

(B.A.McCabe)
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File No. 30/2/1.

Bougainville District,
Headquarters, SOHANO,

28th February, 1955.

MEMORANDUM for:-

The Director 5
Department of District Services
and Native Affairs,

PATROL REPORT SOH.5 OF 5%/55 TO
MORTLOCK AND TASMAXN ISLAND GROUPS BY
B A. McCABE.a/ASST, |

DISIRICT OFFICER.
The above report is forwarded in triplicate.

Opportunity was taken to send a patrol to these ocut-lying
islands when Mr., B. Wickham called in here en route. Mr. Mead,
Assistant Agricultural Officer, accompanied the patrol and I
think this should be foliowed up &t a later date.

S
!ho inerease in population in both the Mortlocks and Tasmens
is most encouraging.

AR AP tlantaime opinion that this plantation should not be leased

to anyone; but reserved for the native people “hemselves.

they are able or not to work the whole area is, ir my opinion,
outside the point. If this plantation is leased their main form

of livlikocd will be taken away from them and due to the limited
land available for gardening, this extra land though they will
plant it up with coco-nats, Jocs provide additional gardening space.

\‘\\"%;It with under special memcrandum.

t=
/ ! cannof seée how we can autnhorize these natives to engage as
seamen and at the same time have the Medical restrictions enforced.

Outbreaks of colds etc., are attributed to visits by vess«ls and
if the ares is openad up, sven for limited recruiting, resaults will
be disastrous. On the other hand it does seem a pity that these
natives who appear to be very intelligent, are forced to forego
profitable work snd the wicening of their out-look.

Anthropological noteg:-
Interesting summary.

m question d establishing an Administration school in thiése
islands is one which should receiwe sarly attention.




ain Y ~n
. i Al ¥
Slnellije, Se

31st lMarchy 1997,

The District Commissloner,

milla District,

"‘1\

A most interesting and instructive report, wiieh wi’! 18
trought to the notice of [Iis Ionows tho Administrator.

. It is vory ploasing to note that the population is
casing and that the people are well and happy. They ¢
of 2ll the assistonce we cun gilve thaa,

It will be nocessary to patrol these 1slands nore
frequently.

I mave pead the report regnrding the Japaneso vicit to
these islands but, unless they ean @ enught in tho acty wideh is
almost lmpossible, there is nol very mueh we can do uxeept protest.

Ttens of intersst have been forwarded to other

Departaont,
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: TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA
| e

PATROL REPORT

Patrol Accompanied by Europeans.................ccooovoivincincnsceiiiinnnncns
: Natives.......... Pl i binois
Duration—From1°.../.1../1955. t0..8../..2./19.55..
b Number of Days................. - COREY . PR Sy I
Medical Assistant Accompany 2.3+ 24 Mereambo
Last Patrol to Area by—District Services........ /3/ 1954 .
\ Medical ... ....... /.9../19..83

Map Reference..... Bougainville Telend North - 4 Mile Series

Nensue Revigion end "outine Administrstion

.......................................................

.......................................................................................................................

B ot 3 t1ars = stess ot ineensuruasssonersessiberaass unssianssss brsses senmpdennsstilioetd 5ivivesrsvasisasitornes P idrtil

................................................................................................................................................................

q lé.:

Forwarded, please.

2,3 /105¢

¢
DIRECTOR OF DISTRICT SERVICES
AND NATIVE AFFAIRS, :
PORT MORESBY.

Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation ... £..............
Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund ... I R o e
Amount Paid from P.ED.P. Trust Fund ... ... S
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) opuletion of some villspres wae smell and n~tive women voluntecred

TERRTTORY OF PAPUA AND NRW GUTNEA.

Patrol Post , g 3

Kunua , I} .-
Bougsinville T.X.G. N .
10th Pebrusry , 1055 3 -

The District Commissioner ’
Bougginville District ,
Headquarters SOHANO.

Petrol Riaport No. f/km‘é’r 1054/55.

Officer Conducting Pstrol W.P.Ryen Patrol Officer.
Ares Patrolled Kerisks Sub-Divigion.

Objects of Patrol 1. OCensus Revieion

2+ Routine AAmdnistrstion.

Durstion of Potrol. 21 deyvs
Personnel Accompsnying. it
! 4;1‘\:
Reg. "o 52547 Jonst WADONIA
7270 " KIAPLOM }
8429 "  OMANST B
8943 "  DIDUA |
¥  GAYDE gt
M. M. A MARABO )
i

INTRODUCTION.

The Keriaks Sub-Divieion was 1lsst vieited by a
D.D.8. & N.A Patrol 1in March 1954 end by s Mediesl Patrol in s "
September , 71053, The netives in the Keriasks Sub-Division are s 3 “N
mountedin netive and as thev have no ecanoes , they rerelv visit gf
the Governm*nt Fesdouarters =t Sohano. Thie annliss also to g
villege offfcisls . "nlike other Sub-Divieions , the only contact 2

that Kerisks hees with the Administration is through petrelling =nd <
for thet reeson , the present patrol wee unhurried, ¥.

The present natrol originsted from s patrol base that ff}g
hee been estehlished st VMepisi in the ¥unue Sub=Division. From this 3 %%

bame , the Xerisks Sub-Division is easily entered . Tn the past , B
entry hss been more difficult =nd previoue pstrols coming by L
ship from Sohsne hsve hsd difficulty in lendings because of the
heavy surf running along the West @oast of Brieainville.
‘ Throughout the patrol , the westior wes sstisfactory
end slthough thers wee heavv rein on occesions , the work of the
t extent,
patrol wes no&hﬁeld up_to enyof e;ece¥Vea Ta i1 iiiacies anl

: e patrol was w
there wee no A1f"ieculty in obtaining carrisre =21though the

0 heln with the ecargo.
Corduet of 211 patrol personnel vas excellent and ,et

times , shove represch.

e I S— a
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Jenuary 19th.

Jenuery °0th

Janusry “let

Jemuary ©2nd.

Jeanusry 27rd,

Jemiary ©24th,

Janusry 25th

Jenuery 26th.

Jenusry 27the

Jenuery 28th.

January 29th.

Jenuary 30the.

Jenuery 3lste

February

February
February

February

L
February

February
February
Febrary

1st.

2nd
3rd.

4th.

5the

6the
7the
8the

Funus Patrol Base to Arun Villespge by csnoe . Rest House
inadecuste. Procesded to Beteraio Villasge and spent
Hight.

Returned Amun for census revision and village
inspection. Peturned Betaraio snd spent night.

Cencsug ravieion an® inspecticn of two Betaraio hamlets.
Slept Retaraio.

Asnevs Xeaubnitei. Tnstructions given re construction of
village e there is no village at present o Slept
Estxrxtmx Aukei having procezied there from Betaraio.

Sundave Observed at Aukei.

Oenesue ravision and village inapection . Spent night
Anlkel,

Aukei to Sigeisigeipsi . Supervised completion of
Rest Pouse and speant night.

Census revision snd villsege inspection at Sigeisigeipsie [

Pemeined overnight.

8igeisigeinsi to Atuitei. Census of Atuitel end
BEtotopail. Inepection of two Atuitei hemlets.

Atuitei to Ttotopsi for Village inspection . en to
Kegiputai for village inspection and census revision,

Kasiputai to Tokeitei . Census revision and villaege
inspection.

Sunday . Observed st Tokeitei.

Tokeitei %to Akopsi. Census revision and inspection
of villege.

Akopai to Kokamensu. Census revision and village
inspected. Returned to Akopai.

Akppai to Kursio Aid Post.
Remeined et Kursio Aid Post.

vuraio to Pokuito by cenoe . Census revision and
inepection of two hemlets.

Pokuito to Atutokorui. Census revised. On to
Atsilime. Village Inspection . Spent night.

Observed st Atsilima.

Census revision Atsilims . To Kuraio by csnoe.

Kureio to Kunua Patrol base.

Patrol Completed.
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- small income in year= to eome.
_ eoconut palms but they are scarcely suffieisnt for food purnoses.

NATIVE_AFFAIRS.

Native standards end way of life in the Keriaka Sub-

_Diwmision avpear to have chsnged 1ittle in the ten months that have

gssed since the last patrol. Thre mesin need would zopear to be the
{atroduction of a cash crop in %the ares so thet the natives cen earn

1acome be introduced , there is no doubt that the oversll health
the people would improve wxrm-ike 17 the money earned wes wisely
spent « For instance , et the present time , the msYority of natives
1ive in houses , built on the ground so that they can be near the

'_yicient money to supply their minimum needs. Should some form of

“fire s Tt is virtuslly impossible to ¥keep s dirt floor free of germs

sand no doubt much of the sickness in the ares would be due to ths
housing. If the natives had money to buy blankets, they could be
instructed to bui’d houses off the ground. However , it would semm
inadvisable to instruct natives to build houses on stilts. uatil they
do have blsnkets. Otherwise , there might be danger from pneumonia.
A few natives do find cssusl work within the Sub=District znd a
certain smount of moneyv is coming into the ~reas but improvements
would be more noticesble if the villages themselves were able te
earn cashes Pearuts would probsbly grow well throughout the ares
ané¢ the only difficulty would be in srrsnging transport to either
the Agricultursl o™ CTo-operstive Officers at Sohsno. If the
poulation is to noticeably incresse , the natives would have to be
prepared to spend some of the money earned on milk and soap for the
children.

All netives who hsve sought easu2l labour in the last ten
monthe heve gone to the 8clus szres of Buks Islsnd where they are
employed on copre by native employers. This in itself is harmless,

"however it sppears khxk in some cases that the Native emplovers are

not observing the Native lebour Ordinance with regard to issues,
rations etes Tt was impossible to get sny concrete informstion
from natives in Keriska Sub-Division but it is possible that

an investigstion of the sctivities of the native employers might
reveal exploitation of the Keriakss by their more sophisticated
neighbours. Natives seeking employment have been sdvised to
consult the District Office for detsils of conditionse The natives
do not seem to seek essual smnloymert on plantations conducted by

Buropeans where thev wonld he aure of gettine correet retions, iscues
’ 9.

medical attention 2nd better wages, Thies ies probebly Aue toc the
fact that the natives 3o not want to make 2 contract snd prefer to
seek ecesual leshour for = maximum of esix months.

No court cases were brought to the patrol but a few
minor metters were arbitrated to the satisfaction of 21l parties
concerned,

AGRICULTTRE .

As noted by previous patrols , there is an sbundance of
£ 0od suvplies throuvhout the area, Mear the cosst , sweet potato 1is
the steple and further inlend tero =nd Fong Kong tero are the main
foodss A netive teacher from the ATTA Sub=Division he= intréduced
English potatoes to all inlen? villsges and they appesr o be
thriving . Corn , cucumbers , pumpkine and small ouantities of

rice are 2lso zrown. g
As yet , pigs are not véry plentiful but those that do

exist have been allowed to wender around the villages =snd into the
houges =t rendom. Netives owning pigs hove been instrueted to see
that thev are fenced and not allowed to enter the villages., Tt is
Qoubtful whether the =mall fowl porulation will incrcase as dogs

 quickly Adevour =11 ecae.

Amin , Aukei and Pokuito villages have areas of cocanuts

end are planting more and thec= villages should De assured of =
' Other villeges have a few isolated

So B G e sl 4
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‘ WEDICAL AND FEATTI.

but there has been

- some apparent improvement since the last patrol and vwheress in

{ previous years , the nopulstion hog been staadily Aeeclining , there
has been = slight natural inerecce over the last ten months. During
thit period , 38 births and 29 2tHe were recorded . In the
previous 12 months , 50 births ani 57 deaths were recorded.

Ten of the deaths recorded by the ecurrent nestrol occurred
in children under thirteen yenrs of age . Tt is doubtful whether
eny of theze neatives were bBronght to the Aid Post 2t Kuraio for
treatment « Yoleria , dveentery , mmeumonis snd tuberenlosis sppear
to have been the main cnuses of death sand it 1s Auite probsble that
hnd these cases been brought té The Aid Post for traatment when the
g'lekness was firest noticed , somes of the lives eould have haen saved.

The generel attitude of the natives towsrds the Aid Poet has
been bad &« Prior to the entry of the nresent patrol into the area
there were five patients at the Post and a2t the completion of the
patrol , there were more than seventy. The native will not seek
treetment unless ordered to do0 so0o. The rapid ineresse in patients at
L |.  the time of the petrol 1left the TW.VW,A. without melicines and
supplies hed to be obtained *rom Sohaho. A noliceboy was left at the
Post to se=s that patienta 314 not lesave hHefore treatment wos
completed.

b Bven the more eerious csses are , of necessity , treatzsd at
the Aid Post as there is no way of getting them to thé native hospital
at Sohenee. Canoes sre searce and the ¥eriaska natives who are a
mountain reople eannot handle them as well as ceast2l natives in other
arescss The journey from Kuraio to Sohano by canoe would take the
hept part of 24 hours and it is doubtful whether such a trip would
be veneficial to s seriously 111 »netient.

In the pagt ; meintenanee of the Aid Post has been
neglected o During the visit of the patrol , a roster system was
started and 8ll villeges 2re now hrelping to construct two additional
warde snd a large garden to supply food needs of vatients.
Unfortunately , the present Aid Post is not ecentral and should
: another trained Native Medical Ascistant become sveilable , it
would be a sound scheme to establish another A1d Post 2t either
Bigeisizeipal or Atuiteil village.

’ One native was charged under 67a of the N.A.R. for
neglectihg to obtain medicel trestment for his child =snd it is to be
hoped that no more cases dccur. Iuluasis , Tul Tuls and Teacher boys
have been advised of the importsnce of seeking medical attention
. promptly and they have been instructed to,ensure that all villsge
natives follow this adviece.

The native medical assistant at RKuraio has been patrolling
refularly every month but the village natives in meny coses have
heen avoiding treatment even when he visite their respective villapes.
The ¥, M.A. had not visited Qohano with his reports for five months and
any medical supvlies tret he obtsianed , during thet time , came from
the Catholiec Mission « On sdviece from P.¥.D. Sohano , he has been
inetrueted to vieit Sohsno monthly for supnlies. The reason that he has
not visited Sohano resularly is Jdue to lack of trensport.

Another patrol to the area within three months should do much
10 lmrove the gensral health . Two,netives from Aukel Village
feiled to app-ar for census and medical inspection. It was learned
1later that both were suffering from sores and were hiding in the
bush, TITnstruetions have heen given for them to be apprehended when

*hey return to their village.
Unfortunetely, there is no Native Hygiehe Assistant in the

Sub=Division. T a treined ond eepable native were found for this
porition , khis work would be invalusble. At present , village

Health ir ths =res is still ot good

sanitation is good but e ilative Hygiene Assistant could see that the
standerd is meintained setiefactorily.
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MISSIONS AND SDUCATION.

Apart from s few Methodists at Akopai snd a sprinkling of
pagens , the Feriska villsges ore wholly Cstholiec. . Until
reeently there wes a resicdent C-tholie “iscionary in the area in
the person of Father Pionne who wes stantioned at Kuralo for the best
part of fifteen years. Father Dionne iw now stationed at
Torokina and while he earely gets the chance to visit the Kerisks
natives personnlly , he is in elose cecntact with their sctivities
through the teescher bovs who aTe stationed in every villsge.

There =zre schoole in every village and the native- in
eharge appesr to be competent and relisble although the instruection
given is largely of a religious nature and the mtker stsndards for
other subjects =re not high. Nevertheless , the native students do
get a stert at these villsge schools and if they show sny promise ’
they sre given the ovrportunity to further their studies =2t sny of
the higher Mission schocle in the Bougainville Distriect. This
applies to both boys and girlé

In the Keriake Sub=Divieion , , practieslly 2ll the netive
children attend their village sechbol. The parents of those children
who do not attend were urged to xttem® send their children. It is
felt thet these schools c¢an be used as a valuable medium to
instruet the children in the aimes of the Administrstion. The
teachers , in all villsges ; were asked to stress the importance
of hygiene and eclesnliness end slso to ensure that all puplls
seek yrompt mediecsl sttention if and when required.

It was pointed out to the teachers and slso to Village
officiels that it wae their duty to set sn example to the
ordinary village native and that with this in mind they should
ensure thet they themselves concentrsted nn cleanliness~and good
housinge

ROADS AND BRIDGES.

Roades throughout the sres were for the most part
good and showed signe of hsving been recently clesned . It is
doubtful whether mueh work is done on the roads between patrols

‘but the natives have been instructed to keep the m ain government

tracks clesn at all times.

Following the advice of the previous patrol ,the
long roed@ from Kokamanau to Pokuito wes evoided. The patrol
returned from Kokamsneu to Kursio snd thence proceeded to Pokuito by
cenoe. The journey by rced ies long and arduous snd 1t would be
difficult to obtain sufficient carriers as the pouletion of
villages in that srea 1is small.

Bridges sre non-existent . The smsller rivers
have logs 1213 across them and the lsrger rivers were easily forded.

VILLAGES. -~ VILLAGE OFFICIALS.

Coaestal Villnge with smsl) populetion . Housing is not
good and is to be imroved bafore n=xt patrol « The latrines are
adequate, Rest! house and police querters in xfksxsfxdixrzmExtirx poor
gtate end ore to be rebuilt.

B

Thie villege ig divided into two hamlets . Foneirg ie
for the mozt part roo” but some houses to be rebuilt . On arrivel
of patred-, one hemlet was without letrines . These were
econstructed whiladt patrol was in the village . Rest house is
satisfactory.

WWO proper village . Work to eommence immediately end
“1!1l¢ and latrines to be completed by next pastrol.

-
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VILLAGES -~ VILLAGE OFT"TCTALS.

°

A clean village but some houses to be rebuilt. Work on one
house commenced during visit of pstrol . Latrines zdequste . Rest
house 2nd police sccomodation good.

S8igeisigeipai

Cleen village :ith good housing z2rd sesnitation . Most houses
are ecomparitively new. Rest hous> ete. good.

TUITET
Villege divided into two hemlets . Housing is to be improved
in both . Latrines sufficient. Rest House good.

ETOTCPAY.

Room for improvement in housing . Sanftation is goode.
No rest house but officisls asked to construc’ shelter 1in case
patrols are held up by inclement weather.

EASIPUTATI.

Good village with three ne» houses in course of conetruction.

New rest house . Latrines adequate.

TOKETITEI.
1llage in very poor stzte. These people advised the
previous patrol thet they intended to erect new village on new cite

but have done nothinz in the last twelve months . Work te
ecommence imm~diately. Latrines in present villsgesre satisfactory.
Permenent Reet House 1s yet to be erected.

AKOPAI.

One of the begt villeges viesited . Founsing is verv good
and shows some originslity of design. Lastrines good . Pige to
be kept out of village . Rest House go:zd.

OKAMANAU.
Housing is poor and senitstion inadenuate. Work to be

commenced without delay. Rest house small but =2dequate, Pigs
to be fenced.

KUITO
Consists of pne cozstal and one inland hamlet. Housing good

in both villeges and senitation satisfactory. Reat House near
coastal hamlet is good. Piges to be fencede.

ATUTOKORI'T.
Small village jast nesring completion. Housing gocd but

no letrines . ™eage are to he conetructed immedistely . Resat house
on coast is good.

Good cleen village with gmém good houses and sasnitetion.
Reat house good but police quarters not yet constructed ¢
This villsge hes no river from which to obtain fresh weter, At
present , the natives catch rainwater off the sago thateh in
44 gallon drums. This ie hardly sufficient for washing ond
evoking snd although the netives Jrink it , it doss not look
elean. The natives have been sdvised to experiment with

sinking - wedl.

In the majority of villages soil erosion is 2 menace and
consequently , 3111ago eites sre frequently changed . Nativesx
have been instructed to plant clover in the villages to see if

thin lover will
t villages. The writer does not know whether c
e latiug:otory :r whether some form of buffslo grass would Dde

.... -

t there is no grase of =ny deseription
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mc~e suita®le . :

Since the 1ast patrol housing seems to have imuroved it
considerably in most villsges 2and =ssnitation has certzinly shown Rt
a marked improvement. There sppear~ to bes no reason why e high %ﬁ
stenderd cennot be set 2and then meintsined Ly frequent p&trolé‘ 16
411 villages in Kerisks sre indeecd fortunste in that all types i

of building materizl ers plontifur. i
i i |

QPPICTALS. 2
The mejority of the village officisls encountered wers it

average with o few exceptions . Tt is difficult to judge 2n > 18

oficizl or the value of hig work in one or *wo “ays so the
writer will make f'ev comments regarding their respective merits
in this report 2t& he expects 0o 40 8 follow up ovatrol of the ares
in the near future 2nd ghould be sble to rend:r g more accurste
judgement by observing the wsy in which imsvructions have been
earried out.

BISBIRET who ic lulusi of KAUBAITEY village 317 not
gppear Tor the census revision and he gsve no reason for hie
ebegenee . The previous natrol from the area found him to be
very wesx and suggested thst future ovatrols give coneideration to his ==
removel from office. Thet he is weak sppears to be obvious from the
feet that his villege is non-existent. Word has teen left for him
to come to Manisi for =n in*erviqw when he returng .

Moliesi , 1uluei of Pokuito has improved since the lest 1
patrol . Both the officisls from Aukei and the tultul from g
Keeiputai were considered , by the last patrol , ‘o be poor
officisalse It would be Aifficult to find capable renlascements for
these officisls 20 no action intk this metter will bhe taken until the
follow-up patrol. :

STLOMETLI , tultul of Akopai is an excellent offiecial . He E
kas only been in offtece Tor 2 short time but he has done good work
and is respected snd liked by the natives in Loth his ovn =nd ~djacent
villegese.

oENSUS AND STATISTICS.

Attendsnce; =t c=nsus was good o There vere threex
absentees in the whoYe ares = two from Aukei with sores =nd
the luluei from Ksubsitei wes sabsent without .eason . TInstruetions %
have been given for thess three nstives to be brought to Mapisi . -
when they return to their villages. W

>
N R
-

ANTHROPOLOGICAL.

Although somenatives in the Aita and Kunus Sub=Divisions
gti1l preseticed the Upi cult , the eult head died out in Keriska .
However , four nativees of the Keriska have beei. initisted into the
eult in the Aits GSub-Diviston . These new initiates are =11 from
Etotopail villese. Tn the peset , the Administration hes not
interfered with the Upi cult which in ite present form appears to
be quite harmles~s . W¥isclon opinions vary and while Tather Dionne
regarde the cult e = form of "orgenised pguerilla werfare " , Father
Demera of Kunnua considers the eult to be harmless. In any case , it >
18 Adoubtful whether the eult will epread further in the Kerisks ® i

Sub~Division.
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File No. 30/2/5.

: ugainville District,
. jHieadquarters, SOHANO,

25th March, 1955.

aﬁ; 55
s
MEMORANDUM for:-

The Director
Department of District Services
and Native Affairs,

PORT MOREOEY.

The abovementioned patrol report is forwarded in triplicate.
Mr. Ryan's comment that KERIAKA natives hawe been

O
m.)rsﬂnc in &: SOLUS area of Buka Island has already been investi-
gtod by the Assistant District Officer, Sohano, and any irregulari-

es rectified.

Wl?t- The comments in this report will be forwarded
e Medical Officer, Sohano, for his information.

t- There is a slight natural increase in the population and

8 that this trend will continue.
c.c. to:

A.D.0, Buka Passage;

0.,1.C Welsmmi . Liamsrn
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to be addressed to the Divector / B S N\
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30 /19129 AR
TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA M ;
» - 5 - 00 ¢ Slldd

”

Department of Public Health,
Port Moresby,

Jd3-dk | 83

Elst A.f‘ril, 13550

The Director,
Department of District Services and

Native a:fairs,
PORT MORESEY.

E KERTAKA is one of the most isolated areas in
BOUGAINVILLE, and accordingly special attention should be
given to it with frequent patrols by both departments.

Ihe suggested construction of another aid post
nas been brought to the notice of the District liedical
Officer.

Tne instruction to the Native liedicel Assistant that
he should vieit SOHANO monthly is unreazsonable. This
would take from one to two weeks of his time each month.
The policy is that isolated Native iledical Assistants should
visit the home hospital three (3) or six (6) monthlyand
supplies held accordingly,or that supplies should be maintained
by Burcvean or native patrols,

’Tgf;. .Sclagy)
Assistant Director (Hygien
for DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

c.c. D.C.SOH"&NO
'D.M.0, SOHANO.

A sk M <. ‘;’“";"g/

‘ﬂf" %JMJ.
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Lth Aprit, 1955.

The District Commiscioncr,

COTIAT

= SOUANO 6 OF 195h=919

¥r. Ryan's report hac beon received.

I agree that it is necossary Jor natives to earn
mouey to enable thenm to lujprove tnelr standepr! of 1ife, but
various questicns arlsa. ¥here 1&g the morket for thelr
roduce? What trapsport have thoy and wow’ it be an
acor calea’ proposition for tham? A1l thepe things have to

be worlie@ out,

I an gigd to hear thnt you have gone into the
qwszizm cf the native e loyers. They, tooy have to
gomply wi'h the Native lLawsour ¢ rdinance,

It is pleasing tec note £t on tais visit births
axcosded (2atihs. It is very evida.t tint a medica patpol
af the area 1s pecassary. This wil® be hrought te tho
notlee oo tae Director of Health,

Disvelet Services pa rols should also e more
frequent, so that adviee an agsistence to fmprove thelr
standards may be glvaen.

The Updl cult hags cowe to 1ife again, Il an
4rclined to sgrec with Father Deviers, but 1t should he watched.

Ttons of interest to othar Departments have been
{:{uardod to those concorpad. lir, Ryan has subnitted a very
eresting and well written report. T wenld suggest t'atl
he refors to the teachers aos Teachers, not nrencher Doys.”

These patrols snould never be hurricd. F
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA
=4 PATROL REPORT
|
" Distice of..... SOUG AN L 4tk Report No.... //’fh
g Patrol Conducted by...... A, RYBM...... PAT Bob.. QLR R ...
. Area Patrolled.... AYNUA [ HAHOK. ... SUE. - DIVLSLOM oo
" Q\ Patrol Accompanied by EUropeans..... == ....coovuceoeereesresesssseenenes
I S P e R
n “Dutation—Froma=./..R./1958 to. 4 /.. &../198 5.
Noniber of Daps Wi . 5Tl S R
3 ‘Did Medical Assistant Accom;)anyl ..... /‘é ............
L Last Patrol to Area by—District Services.......././2../1985.
""" Medical W WL
“IN  Map Reference. BOUC LML bt ... SARHD. NCRTH........ .. M. SELUES
‘ Objects of N N Eus,  TRUIONRy..... o irimtiiis
\ g o BUTINE.... COPUMLS TRTLGM o o
’ DIRECTOR OF DISTRICT SERVICES
|l PORr VoReSBY
a Forwarded, please. ‘

Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation ... £.............
{ . Amount Paid from D.NE. Trust Fund .. oo e
4 " Amount Paid from PEDP. Trust Fund ... ... S
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

i ‘\ ¢
. In Reply %)
Please Quote i

[ ot \ No. 3@/2/5
- { A I
\;a h A / : Bougainville District,
\3, 7AW ] Headquarters, SOHANO,
\ ,(, - 4 -
MEMORANDUM for ;- Q A 27th April, 1955.

The Director
Department of District Services
and Nat’ e Affairs,

' PORT_MOBESEX.

>
SOHANO PATROL REPORT NO, SOH. & OF 94/55

The aboye report is forwarded in triplicate.

hmmu§=-
On page Mr. Ryan says that in his opinion "the owner" of the
rifle was mentally unstable. This opinion has not been confirmed by

Medical Authorities.

The shyness reported in paragraph % on page 5 will disappear with
more contact as a result of patrolling.

DTV — g

. nis 1ng.asked to enlarge on allegations of the frictions
between Methodist and Roman Catholic. : ;

f coneur tﬁae GOT5§ viﬂage should have two village books.

The Officer-in-Charge is being reminded that there are no unofficial
Paramount Luluais.

io ﬂoubt the Department of Agriculture will carry out regular
patrols of the KUNUA and HAHON as soon as staff is increased. The sug-
fostion of sending native garden produce to Sohano is & welcome one and
t is hoped to have a regular shipping service hetween Sohano and Kumua

when our vessels are all in order.

- om figures gquoted by Mr. Ryan,it is quite apparent that a Patrol
Post in this area, coupled with improved Medical facilities,is long | 48
overdue. Mr, Ryan has now been in the area 4 months and has commenced 1
a programme of intensive patrolling. The Medical Officer has supplied | 8
more Medical Orderlies to assist and funds have been made available to ?
commence the construction of a‘hospital. Even this should help consider- :
ably in stopping the downward trend of the population., The westion of '
transport is one which I have already, referred voc., However, in addition
to this, the District Manager of Chios Plantations Limited has offer-

ed to conve ssengers and cargo to and from Kunua and this offer iz
ted. = - it will facilitate

being accepted. When we get our own vessel running
matters if the promised W.T. equipment can be supplfed. This will énsure
that the impend arrival of a vessel is known. .

- The figures speak for themselves.
y in my op:rl'nion, has conducted a good and thorough patrol

' lu.lurtod what will be a series of leisurely patrolls through this
, this means only, can we hope to improve the living standard of
ves, bring them Ineruaod medical benefits and so improve the

and consqquent dowrnward trend of population.
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DS,30-1%=131 .‘
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13th May, 1955. g
' The District Commissioner, b
BOUGATHEILIE,
m* i
e
Mr. Ryan's report has bveen raecelved, :
I am glad that he did not rush through the &
area, Hurried patrols do littic or no good, It is = 5
great pity that %We did not do the census check at the
villages of SAPCSA and TAIOF and so complete the census of
the area, i
It is quitc obwvious that more patrolling is :
necessary.
The declining population situation needs looking g
into and the figures, together with the notes on health, g
. are being passed to the Department of Publie Health,
wj I am glad te hear that the Departuent of
&1 Agriculture is going to take an interest in the area,. ‘
LIy If ve can give them something to strive for, then
K- the nresent apathetic situation throuchout thls portion of
. the Digtrict should improve,
could not the N.'.A's obtain larger supplies of v 3
drugs otc., at less frequent intervals, ;
- / v
| 8 A- : V4 1
(J K, MeCarthy.)

1 /
k \(D : A/Director - D.U.0. A
) :2&
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 2 'S |
: (g bl HNW ; SMM o ‘
; .E“’M %mmm Oer er’:r: ::‘:::';; Hoskth,
% - i B |
QL .- tzzlauh G347 . |
| » ¥ ar i "{ !
1T 74 19th May, 1955. e |
\? 7 Mo
. ‘ 'S |
v - {
'he Lirector, .
PDepartment of District Services 1] ‘
nd Native affairs, ! |
| g PORT MORESBY. H 1
y g < Subject: fatrol Report, Sohano, No.7 0£54/55 ; |
i © : : l
" Rererence: DS. 30/14/131, | 1 |
| o
| E No name of the Fatrol Officer is given, but the attached * f-" |
| a Circular No, 263 explains the position, duties etc. of Aid |
] Post Orgerlies and it may be thought advisable to bring this v 4
§ to his notice,
'5‘. § \
i ¢ SR 3 |
‘ (H,N,White) 1
Assistant Director (Hygiene) : |
for DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH. S8 4
g Enecl, " “
} R . .
»
|
1 |
-

.




TERRITORY OF PAPUA AUID N&W ;UTIISA

Patrol Post ,
Kunwa v

: Bougainville .

: 26th, Wareh , 1955

f The District Comnissioner ,

b Bougainville Distriet

| Hesdqusrters . SOHANO

i

u

i Patrol Report SOH 7 of 1954/55

l {Ve's. e

OFFICER COWDUCTING PATROL. W.P.Rvan Patrol Officer
| AREA PATROLLZED Kunue / Hehon Sub=Division
PERSONNVEL ACCOMPANYING PATROL

1':‘.",(1 Be ReL. ‘TOQ L/Cnlo VA)O‘”IA
7270 o o, Const XTAPLOM

, ; 3492 " " " DELAWAIN
(=1o] I:".z " " " DI.T"A
and Welichs MARABC

l DURATION OF PATROL 52 Aayse

' ’ond. Februsry , 1955

i to

; 25th March , 1955.

: MAP REFERIICE, Jougainville Island North

: 4 mile series

)

i

', ORTECTS OF PATROL Aensus Reviainn and

‘ Routine Administration

INTRODNICTTION. 'e
i The Kunus / Hehon Sub=Divieion was last patrolled by = '
.  District Servieces Officer in Degerber , 1953. The 1ast meliecsl natrol -
¢ %o cover the entire aresa visited the Sub-Diviesion in Septerber 1952
- 4;!1though most of the Kunus villages were visited by a P.H.D. officer
, 1{‘5 Mgust 1953, In addition , °n agriecultursl pstrol covered most of
.;“*‘hc ares in . May 1954, 4

The mejority of the vil a are situated on the lower
jves lived farther inland

. foothille of the Bmpercre Rang® - The
®ne eoost, for their own

-
A . Pre-war hut have now moved to nesrer
;i3 eonvenience. Their resistanee to melaria sppears to be slighte.
= lthough they ape monntain natives , » few are trying to mester the
2. ot of cence consteuction snd sesmanship, At the present time , they
£ten have minor mishaps at sea. Several

iPe poor seamen and they o
! eargo hes been lost when their cgnoes ceps

heve he-n no fatalities.
' Previous patrols heve jneluded the islani vill;ia:hof
‘ e

and Telof ss Bant of the Kunue/Hehon SudeDivision:

# :
4 »
s I e e

ized but , as yet ,

o R TR




natives have no contget with other Hohon ville 23, -4
be mor: eldsely allied to notives in the Ssilo/Teon Sub-
Divisione.

The entirc Western cosst of Bougsinville, south of
Soraken Plentation is oftentimes rough and landing is hazemilous .
On this occasion , the petrol pariy was stranded for twg days at
S8eposa Islend , hefowe it was pos=itle to return to Kunna by
C2NOC,

The patrol wee wellreceived in 211 villages =nid
smple ecarriers were svailable. Padrol psrsonnel were well
behaved sand they efficlently verformed 211 dutiss =21loteds
theme

DIARY.
£2/2/55 Kunues Patrol Poet to Kaviki Village .
r””/’-/"’5 Cerisus and Villege thspection Kaviki. Slept Kaviki.

84/2/55 Kaviki to Asatsva‘'. Census an? inspeetion Asatovoi
village. Remeined ovarnisht Asatavai,

°8/°/55 Asetaval to Aresi . Census presi snd village ineneetion.
Slent Areeci,

26/2/55 Arzsi to Kiskars via Asatavai and Faviki,
27/2/55 Remained at Xisksra. Sun‘ey Observed.

£8/2/55 Censues Kiskera. Villege fmnspcetion. On fo Koeipai in
0":?1’1100"1- Rem '.‘_': 33 oV rni "“t.

1/3/55 OCensus and Tnepection Koesipag . Remoined overnight.

£/3/65% Oencua Morsileie =n? villsge inencetion . Moved on to
Sepekura =nd slept,.

8/3/55 Ceneus and village incpection . Remsined overnight at

Sepekura.

and Inspection »f Pipikel . Remained overnight

4/3/55 Census
in Sepekure and Pipikei rest house.

6/3/55 Pipikei to Mapisi.

6/3/55 Mapiei. Sun?ayv Nheerved,

8/3f56 Oensus an? inspection of Manisi vi¥lage, To Totokei for
esneus and villege inspeetion. Rptumed to Vanisi and
remainey overnight.

8/3/55 Mapisi to Toelavi for census snd villg,ze inepection.
On to Koatorsi . Objects of _atrol 2ccompliehed.

[a]
-
advice of the District Commiessicner , senana gheelr of *heae
13107‘:’@ oo ]’\O" c‘!:‘\'\*‘g" 072* on +$%Ed e An ~4 on v th ~ ‘._ﬁl,; z
figares Tor £he vreviouns A=2trol wer e R g LEEE :
& .
katuslly , the Saposa anl Teiof Watives are fa» more sivanced than
those off Kunus »nl Helon snd the two groups have few ties ,
gither lingmistie or otherwiase. The villages of Ratsus »nd
b ] 1 n
PoreaPors spes t? sa2m l2angucsce 8 other Heho netives but these
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9/3/55 Mapisi to Kepui . Census and village inspeetion. Kepui to
Kopal in the afternoon for census =nd inepsetion . Slept
Mepisi. i

10/3/55 Mapisito Tebarui for Census y Inspection ete. Slept

Mapisi n return.

11/5/‘5= Mapisi to Po \"‘h?i"”"-io Censnus revised nAa vi1loge inen seted.
Slept Poooheinrai,

12/3/65« Popoheiaral to Tohei for sensus ana village inspeetion.
Returned to Tohei to sleep.

18/8/85 Sunday observed 2t Popoheiarai,

14/3/55 Popohelaral to Petailets via Wepis?. Census =and inspection.

Remained overnight.

15/3/86% PotePets to Kumr . Census , inspection. To Kunolomok.
Cbjecte secomplished. On to Hon Rest Honse . Slept.

16/3/55
Oen=us and Tnspection Hon Villege . On to Puto . Census snd
village inspeetion. 8lent Puto.

L3

17/5/55 Puto to Goton ¢ Cénsus , irepcction ote. On to Nambarosi.
Census snd village inspeation . 6n to Lelum . Slept.

18/3/65 Oensns snd ineveetion Lalum . To Kunnpopo for census ete.,
Returne? to Lalum.

19/3/55 Islum to Rot-us by coanoe. Censns aad inspeection. To Sohsno
by eanoe to obtain med. supnlies.

J 20/3/55 Obeerved Sohano.
21/2/55. At Soh=no.

22/3/BE Soheno to Pora Pora by eanos. Census and inspeetion. To
Saposa Tsland by canoe.

ﬁ 95/3/55 Bad wmitkemr weother . Remeired Sanosa preparing reporte
24/3/56 Weather still hed, Re oinel Sanossa.

| 25/3/56 TMeturned to Kunua by ecanoe from Saposa

PATROL COMPLETLD,.
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‘WATIVE APRATRS.

a1 The natives im this Sub=Divi=ion sre far less i
advene2d than natives in other =reecs of this Distriet , vie=
ited by tre vriter , ..th the exception perheps , of the

! Keriske netivee who are mpre or leses on » par with these
’ people , ss fer ae develenment goese One of the main
f ressons for this backwardneans is the feaet that these people

gseem to have had 1little or no econtmect with the outside world.
Apert from =n snnual patrol snd 2 very rore vieit by recruiters

1 the nestives see no Buropeans except the plantation mesnager
: et Funus sand the Catholic Mission father. Whereas , in other
f Sub=Divisions , guite s few netives absent in Rabsul, it 1ie

very rere indeed to find Kunues who have trasvelled outside
their own distriet . Few =2re employved , even on loesl
plantetions and s their income i3 smell , their stendards
are lows - Bven sarifs , sxes and buchknives are sclree

| amongst these natives,

r When 2 nstive does return from work , numerous
"poor relstions” demand their share of his weges ete; ond the
, 4 worker finds himself left with very little in the way of
o ¢ worldly goods sfter two years l-bour. This system mey be

alright should those vho share the profite be too old or
too sick to work but it often heppeans that strong but lazy
young men get 8 shore. This naturally disecoursges the
potentisl labourer.

P
k Another resson whv natives do not like to seek

ae work s.ay from their village or sub=division is that they
} heve 3ifficulty in returning to their villasges on the expirstion
| of their contracts. Ships to the sree are extremely rare
[ 1\2 end 2 native mav be strsnied for = long period sfter his contract
i expires before he gete 2 chanee to return to his village.
L Natives have been instructed to contact the Assistent District
Officer if they have difficulty vith *rensport , in the futures

' Thirty new names were seeorddd recorded in the
ecensus 2t the villsges of Aresi , Popohelersi and Tohei .
™he nemee of the =dults hed heen recorded in village books
pre-war, During the war when these records were lost and
destroyed, the natives left their villeges and when patrols
# vigited the nrea efter the war, these natives did not appesr
at env village for census, M™ev 1ived in small hamlets and
reised their femilies and had 1ittle to do with n=tives of
neighbouring villeges. Village offiecisls were well awsre
thet these nastives were in the =rea but , for reasons

best knovn to themeselves , they neglected to advise patrol
officers visiting the =reas. The officiels werse censured for
their failure to notify previous patrols o the presence of
these natives . The natives state that they do not knoyw

of others in the srea who meyv be avoiding eensuse The villages

where the new names were recorded sre the three innermost
villages in the =res and the natives are slightly nore backwsrd

then those who live nesrer the coast.
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A Jepsnese .°80(?) Service Rifle in e ~ ¢
was located by the patrol. Three Poundilo; Sill;;:igﬁn;iﬁlon
elso found. The nstive owner is at present in Sohsno Gaol =8
he failed to sppear for census. The rifle was no£ iipéOV'r@ﬂ
unt?1l efter he hed been sent to Sohano. The smmunitio was lster
lost in the Sarime River en route Mapisi. ™e rifle willhbe_
hended to 0.I.C. Police , Schsano . The 'owner' of the rifle
sppeers to be mentally unstable , from the writer's observation
and it is gretifying to know that he 1is no longer in posession :
of » lethal weepon. Reference to the Native APfeirs section of
the previous pstrol repnort revesls thet natives were questioned
sbout 2 rifle that wes sllecedly used to threaten an Aits native.
The natives concerned produced 2 hollow barrel . Doubtless , the
threatening wespon used wss the complete rifle and the hollow
barrel was produced to hide the T2ct $het a complete rifle did exist

The natives only brought one cese to the notice of the ;
petrol « Tt wee 2 case of =dultery and the wronged husband was
somewhat reluctant to prosecute 28 he feared that the relations
of the accused would msltreat him. The natives were all wsrned
sgainst reprissls of any kind and an sttempt wse msde teo point
out the necessity for tszking court ection , in such metters. The
natives seem to prefer to saljust 211 =such nmatters themselves but
as often sae not, the injured party does not get fair treatment.
The people are generally law-abiding but there are a few who
ghould be puniehed for some offences and get away without any
punishment , due to the ignorance of the offended parties.

A problem does arise from the fact that there is a marked
<horte ge of marrigesble femeles in the Sub-Division and many
young men will thercforc live a 1life of forced eelibacy. It
geems a plty that this state of sffeirs does exist especlally
when it is realiged that the populstion deeline , in the area ,
still econtinues. Fowever there peems to be no straightforwerd
golution to this problem . 'nfobtunately , the neighbouring
Sub=Division of Keriake suffers from the same problem. There
would pos=1bly be an increase in immorsl relationships in this
ares as mony single men would reslise that there chances of
getting » wife are smell. One illegitimate birth wss recorded
during census. )

The natives of Kunus hsve 1ittle or no eonversstion . It
is most obvious thet they =re not at g1l at esse in the presence
of » European . Thie ineludes Villege officials with a few
exceptions. The Hshon natives,on the other hand, are not as
gl.y and they will converse freely, The writer spent more time in
the FKunua villages than in the Hahon section as it wese felt that
beeause of their almos$ exceptional backwerdness , the Kunua
natives warrvanted more sttention , on this pstrol. WithouB a
doubt , » fcllow=up patrol of the entire area should take place

within three months

MISSTIONS AND EDUCATION.

Tn the ¥unus Sub-Division, there is only one Ruropean
Misgionsry - Fr. P.H.Demers - o Catholie Priest. FHis headquarters
are at Sipai where he has both his hounse and church constructed of
Buronesn msterislse He has sbout 40 pupils between the sges of
10 snd 16 « The stan’~rd ie not high. This yesar there aere some
yvoung girls at the school whereas in previous years , there hsve
only been boys sttending. ™p, Demers also has a small subsidisry
station =t Simbs , in the Hehon ares . He visits Simba for about
one week every mont™ . There is a small schocl at Simbe conducted
by 2 kmx native tescher. Attendanee of both girls and boys 1is
good, There is a Methodist Mis-ion at Goveil , nesr Kunua Plantatione
The Mission is conducted by a Solomonx Island's native. He is of
good character snd has a distinguished war record. He has quite a
good attendance ut his sehool. Mo;; v;llaies ha{e native teachers

3 schools snd ho church services.

FR e Th:illgg: been slight friction between the Methodists

snd Catholice where villages econtsin both Methodist and Catholic

AP ————— e —————— e e ———————

people. Invaueh easg
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VILLAGES =~ VTT..ACH OFTOTALS. .

Tt W"? nleasing to see thet 211 villages 2n? hamlets
vigited were,without exception, elean an? t1dv. Housing in some
yillages were emell, broken Aown and badly de=igned i epe i
necescaryv , inctrmetiona “ A r.‘-1-rk;w'| for mn ornt "l,,al---.lqb’:.r),.n of the
bed houres sn? the respeetive village book: re endorsed
gecordingly. In othe?® villages , the housing wss excellent

s ri11ag y_the hou : aree \E
Houees in PIPIKSI , SSPEZKURA , MORSILAIZ and some of the HANO e
gonetructed of hewn , softwood planks. Thease houses have windows

~

and veranlshe ; a nDlecaant ~han re romn the V\"‘-"", one=roomad
wvindowless , ground-=level hovels that have been so ponmuler 1n'th°
grées The notives in the villsges mentioned do take vride in their

work and thev were eomoratulata? on the improvementa, Dther
villagers were adviced to follow the exsmple set by the villsges
listed. Pigs were ceem in some villages an? om1 p~ weve given for

thiem to be fenced, Kiokora village was the woret offeader in
this regard. In this village , nigs have becn seccustomed to
gleeping with their owners , under the same roof. The ovmers
were told thet this practice musd cesse,

Pore Porn 2and Retsus villages are on low =ites nd
surrgunded by mangrove swvampe. The natives have be-n living there
ginee the war snd their health ceem= %9 he averace =0 N0 y
instructions were given reg-rding movement to » more sanitery

-

gite althoughtk It would he most Aesirable for them to move ,if
a better site esn be loec-ted. !

Rest Houses crist in most villages . Thev are guite
adéqupt~ =nd well mointeined by the notives. Poliea accnnolation
de sati feetory throughont the area.

" Goton Villeps conaiste of twn hamlets which are shout
tvo hours =vn=rt snd the nativee decire a sepoarate village bHook for
esch hamlet. It seems to be 2 reasonshle request hut no action was
taken penfing confirmotion from the Distriet Commissioner . The
natives were told that the next patrol would advise then off any
deeision , in thie metter,

Ceneus 2n’ 8tatistices.

Census figuree vere cheeked in all villages except Saposa
and Taiof. The 1053 census fipunes for these two villages have
béen entered or the patrol covers. Attendance was goodt and
88 mentioned before , thirty new nemes were recorded ., These
have been recorded as migrents in.

VILLAGE OF"ICIALS. .

The villege officials thronghout the srea are mediocre and
only two reeslly ontetanding officinle were noticed, MATATVISIALTA,
Medir=1 ™i1-Tul of Lelnm an? holder of the Loval Service Medal,

gontinues to Ao the goo? vork, among=t the natives, He is very
pular with the natives and hie influence 's consider=ble . He
ined the patwel at KURUR an? =ccempanied us through the Hahon
villages to LALLM
Another moet helpful offiei-1 i« SISIAST , iniu=i of
KOATOROI who 18 reg=rded by natives in the Kunus area =25 their

unofficis1l paremount 1nlnai.
In the paet , officiale hove been used to snnual patrols

and thev th-meelves rarcly visited Sohano. As =2 reeult , their
conteet with the Aminietretion snd 4te nime hag heen slight. Now
that = pestrol heose hes heon establiched et Kumia and patroles in
the 2rea w111 be much more frequent , it is likely thatk the
officisle w111 verform treir Anties more concisntionely =nd ,
at the some time , they e=on exneet to get f=r more co-operation

om the villape natives. Aomments on individusl offieials hove
been ineluded in this report as the writer feecls that it will
‘be pos~ible to sum up the verions offieclals more acenrately
er » follow-up patrol to the erce in the next three months ,

!

|
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AGRICULTURSE,
e An egricultural potrol visited the sub-division 1
Mey 1954 end , =t thet time , the netivea wore ?niOWﬁﬂ'h’ :o
plant coeonuts. Many villages have taken ouite an interest
in planting up their lsnd =snd they woul?l welcome ﬁnotﬁer
sgricultur~l patrol . Koatoroi , Hon =n? Kurur villages
seem to be further shead than other villages in thi=s wegard
and they should heve quite » sibatantisl inome from eopra
in vears to come. y ;

Pumpkins , water-melons , sweet corn , eschallots,
peanuts and to & lescser extent cucumbers are forever popular
amonget the natives. Other Earopean vegetsbles are acaree.
Unfortunately , pineapples 2nd pswpews =re not as plentiful
ags they should be. The natives have been encouraged to plant
more fruit in order to supnlement the diet of their ehildren
whose diet could certsinly e improved.

The nstives from the Mapisi have planted kau kau on
8 commercial bassis and they sell whet they ean to Funua
snd Sorsken Plentations . They have often producéd more then
is required and g2 fsir percentage hes gone rotten. Tf shipung
were more regulsr , it might be possible to supply the
Distriet Headquarters =2t Sohano. The natives have been
encouaged to plent pesnuts =nd the Agricultutal O ficer at
Soheno haes offered some seed of the "Spenish Red " variety.

wzg - Kumua.

The health position in Kunua is not good and the
: poulation continues to deeline. Shortly after the
wer , many natives 4ied from melsria , pneumcnia ,dysentery
and various other disesges . A large percentage are still

' dying snd the number of births is consideradly less then the
number of deaths. In some villages , 017 records are still

intsct shd 1t ie possible to inspect census figures which
demonstrete , Jjust hov =erious the position is. A few of Bhese
figures are listed hereunder. The period coverad is from 1945
to 1955,

VILLAGE BIRTHS SINCE 19045 DZA™HS STWCE PRESENT
e e 1045 POPULATION
PIPIKEI 24 55 50
KEPUI 292 58 55
ARESI 19 24 57
TABARUI 29 73 80
KOSIPAT %0 o 85
SEPEKURA 15 e7 49
KTAKARA 44 63 on

In some villages, the old records have becn lost and 1t is
only possible to get figureg for the last five years. These
figures tdo , reveal the decline in Kunua villages.

VILLACE BIRTHS DEATHS PRESENT
. STNCE 1949 ainee 19490 POPULATION.
TOTOKET 23 68 67
POPOEETARAI 27 45 o1
KAVIKI 45 _ 84 05
TOHEI 14 39 68

In the last fiftecn monthe there hsve Deen only 43 births
a8 sgainst 75 desths in the Kunue area. Twenty-seven of thoee

deathe oeccured in ehildren under 17 yesos of age « The
mejority &f the netives who dted 414 not seek treatment at

the hospital or Ald Post. Some who did eventuslly seek

apment, vere at " death's door " before the N.M.A. was

i{fied and he was often unable to help them. The N.M,A.

“wZIMAT who has been in tHe srea for the past few yeers seems

o heve been working well but as he has only one leg, he is

ble to patrol and the offieials have not been co—operating in

ing patients to the Ald Post for treatment.
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Sinee the commencement of this pstrel y bwo more
nstive medical asesletants hsve becn poeted to the Kunues sres
snd regular medical patrols , by these netives y have 5enﬁ
orgenised. Providing thot adequate medieines sre aveilsbie
the health position mey improve. i
Naturally, it would be most desirable 1 the more
serious cgses,such s« cerebrel malsria =2nd meningitis, ecould bo
brought to the District Hospitel at Sohsno for trastment.
Fowever , 1t is imprasctiesl to transport =ven the more serious
eases to hoepital ~s no suitable form of + ansport is svasilsdle.
The matives do have a few conoeshmt Kunus is soproximstely 12
hours awey by ceanoe and such an srduous journey eould hot
be expected to help ahyone who happened to be seriously 111.
¥oreover , the Kunue nstives are mountaim neople snd they =are
notoriocusly voor seamen . Tt is qguite ecommon for their 2ances
to espsize 2n rcoute Sohsno. Even lsunches =2nd lerger ships
are often unsble to land cergo for periods of s fortnight or
mepe when the weather ic bad 28 the comst is not at =211
sheltered.

The Nz*ive Medicsl Assistants also suffer from the
leek of transport. It is necescary for them to make a monthiy
visit to Soha2no for eupplies. At times , owing to trsnsport
difriculties , this monthly visit mey take the best psrt of
a ,fortnight whiech meansthet the Aid Post and its inmates are
without attention fer that period ani any new cases have to
weit until the N.M.A. ~returns, This system also tends to
eut down an W.M.A's petrolling time. The situation would
impréve if the N.M.A. @®ould colleet surplies every three months.
Sunplies of dArugs are not zlways suffiecient and are often
exhausted well before the month is out. That means that the
N.M.A. is helpless when a patient srrives. This position
spplies aleo to Keriaks which 1s even more isolated than Kunua.
With the srrivel of two new N.M.A.s in the last month , it hes
now been possibhle to orgsnise consatruetion of an Aid Post at
Keviki and undoubtedly this Aid Post will be s boon. to the
netives in that area.

In every village , the importance of seeking mediecel
attention for even spparently minér =ilments waes stressed.

No doubt , = leisurely mediesl patrol through the area eould
pinpoint sccurately some of the 1. sons for the high death rate.
It secms to be eomnon practiee for the natives to try their own
primitive remedies before they seek treatment . Village
sanitation is good and desths frém dysentery do not seem to

oecur =8 much as they 314 before.

The health poeition in the Hahon =2rea is slightly better
thsn in Kunue . This eould be largely due to the untiring efforts
of N.M.A MATAVISTANA. However , there 1s still room for
improvement snd the nativee hzve been instructed with MATZVISTANA.
Another Aid Post would be a great boon in the Hahon area snd
efforts are now being made to fin@ = =suitable =ite for an Aid Post
that can serve these villsges in the Soithern sector of the Hehon

group.

e A nurber of netive women are having their children at
Mspiei snd Lslum Aid Posts . The wives of the NW,YM.A.s sct as
midwives . The wife of Reimat at Mapisi was trained for this
work in the native hospital ir Rebaul . At opresent , only s few
native women are heving their ehildren at the Aid Posts but ,
st least the move has stsrted . MATEVISIANA intends to have a

smell labour wedd constructed =t Talum.
The importance of good housing =and ssnitation stresed

to the natives but it will need econstant checking By the N.M.As

to nee that these people keep a decent standard . Meny

unwashed nntives spresred for eensus and they were instructed to
wagh daily. 8ame villages were worse than others in the matter

of personal cleanliness.
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‘ ANTEROPOLOGY.

Very little data of anthropolegiecsl intersst was
gathered. The UPI eult 1s slowly dying out and only sbout s
dozen youths , vesring the hetywere to he seen in the whole arsna.
ing the patrol four of these natives remowed their hste
night without any ceremony whatsocver. Prevbously, =

er of ceremonies preceded the removal of the TPT,

y Catholie mise?~zary at Kunua hss no objection to the

»"I eult whereas vrevious missionaries have objeeted atronzly .

W n

9

The main eonclusion resched by the patrol was the
lhit that unless Arsstie stepd abe tsken , these natives may
die out. It would herdly be fair to blame medieal servieces
the high death rate as the majority of the nstives concerned
d not avail themselves of the medicinses and treatment available,
. will be neecessary to wateh these people carafully and te
sure that emergency supnlies sre available at Kunua in cese
epidemics ete., Transport is s terrifie dArawbaek dut
. 41* highly trained native medieal staff were on the spot =t
' Kunus , the position would net be so bad . Quits a numer ef
- ‘deaths were -~ecorded amongst children in the 1-4 age group
~#and it would therefore seem advantsgeous to have native
~ medieal staf” with some knowledge of e¢hild welfare. Ecencaic
g - adveneement , in the ares,may be slow but there is no ressen
.~ why these natives should not improve themselves and their
standacds. TIf they econtinue to be apathetie , they may net
survive. It was plessing to see that 2 percentage of these
people are trying to,improve but a "laissez- faire " attitude

sems to suit the majority.

- YR

“ WjP.Ryasn
Patr Officer.
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‘populated small satellite islands, supports a 4.tal population of

Dec, 8th Census of Petats village, inspection hamlets, island and
- roves. Talks with people. Brief call at Jame Plantatim L

ODU

BUKA Island, with its adjacent islands off the west coast, is
an accessible and well-populated subdivision. The main island,
measuring 30 miles along its North-,outh axis, and having an
average width of approximately 8 miles, vogetner with its 6

3)6,7 natives, and also 11 European plantations.

From the midwest part of Brka, a range of volecanic origin runs
south to Cape Lalahan., Elsewhere, the country is predominantly
level, drainage being generally westerly across the island, which
resul%s in several swamps in the area between the Gagan-Kohiso
rivers and the north coast around ILONTIS. ‘

The island is quite fertile, native gardens and coconut
plantations thriving. The ratlier brown clay loam seems very
favourable for agriculture, and appears to be conservative of
moisture during dry spells. A large amount of the island is still
under forest, and itis quite evident that the people have only
touched a2 minor part of their land resources. Alienation has been
almost entirely attracted to the lightly populatéd west coast, where
water transport is facilitated by tl~ sheltered passage.

Communications with the Subdivision and to Sohano, are
reasonably good. A motor road from Buka Passage skirts the East

and Nortl. coasts to terminate at Kessa Flantation, a branch road ' 3

leading inland to GAGAN from LONAHAN village. The chain of islands |
and reefs off the west coast affords a protected passage, !
permitting easy boat traffic for this part, but off the north and b
east coasts, there are unfortunately no sheltered anchorages, and '
water transport is handicapped in this region. g

RIARY
195%

Dee, 6th From Sohano to NOVA per M.V."Nivani", accompanied by act=- |
(Monday)  ing District Agricultural officer Mr.A.Charles and %
Cadet P.0. Mr.Holloway. Census and inspection conductet, 1

on canoes. Arrived 7.30 p.m. in rainj camped. 4

then proceeded to Ma’sugan Island via Kesibells Lagoor {.5'
I
)

Pec. 7th To KAHUNE Village back on mainland, thence to TUNG I
viliage, callin:, at Haramon Plantation. Census etec.
Mr.Holloway visited POKA village. o

owner absent) but all in order.

Dec, 9th Visited skotolan Mission (Methodist). Inspected hospital
and stztion, After lunch prcceeded to BEI, Mr.Holloway

visiting YEGITS.

Dec. 10th Returred alon: coast to TULAEN Plantation for native
labour inspec:ion. Completed, and Methodist Mission q
pisnace called after lunch to take us to GABARU village.
Inspected, thence to PORCRAN, arriving 1late afternoom.
People assembled go census conducted, Visited Cathollic
Mission s*%ation in evenirg.

Dec., 11th Visited HITAU Tslard for census In morring. Returned to.
mororan, and later vravelled to Karocla Plantation tkhat
afterncon. Owner of NEWAU Plantation absent, so
inspection deferred,

Dec. 12th Lsabbath observed. shown over plantation by owner of
Karoola Plantation, Mr.Babbage. i

Dec. 13th Inspection of Karoola Plantation native labour, beacf”/,;‘j:

and inland sections. Visited KEssA Flantatlon p.m. f;
inspection. Pzturned to Karoola.




Dec. 1l+th

2

Proceeded to 50LUs area via GAGAN Rj
2 River in canoe
Alighted in rain at landing near KOHIg 3
[ 1L)O. c -
at GAGAN and returned to Kohigp for censushgzg?d e

Mr.Holloway visited HAPAN. Cap .
Catholic Mission station in anped GAGAN, visiting

evening,
Dec.15th Census of Gagan village. Also Beiput, Remained GAGAN.
Dec.16th Census of Telatu. Walked on to Lonah
picked up by motor vehicle from Passazgz VR SO
Conclusion of first part of patrol,
Jan,10th Lefi Sohano at 8.30 a.m. accompanied by T/Medical
(Monday) Assistant, Mr,B.Martin, travelling in pinnace to

Jan.11lth

Jan.12th

Jan,13th

Jan, lli’th

Jan.15th

Jan,16th
Jan.l?th

Jan,18th

Jlno 19th

Jan,20th

Jan.21st

J 'no 22nd

Jan. 231'd

Chinatown wharf, thence by Jeep to IETA village. General
inspection of village followed by census. At 12,30, 1left
by Jjeep for HANGAN. General inspection of village,
followed by census. At 4,15, left by jeep for MALASANG.
Arrived MALASANG 5 p.m. and stayed the night,

Inspection of viilage, groves etc. Census.
Afternoon spent inspecting repair of roads. Night
passed at MALASANG againe

At 8 a.m. left on foot for LONAHAN. General inspection
of village., Medical Assistant treated sick. Night
spent at LONAHAN.

At 8,30 left for SING on foot. On arrival, inspected
villagee. Left for SUHIN, inspected village and census
talken. Night spent at SUHIN.

Left 5uhin for GOGOHEI,

Inspected village, gardens,
houses and sanitation. 60

Night passed at GOGOHEI.

Departed GOGOHEI for TAHAITAHAI, On arrival, inspected
houses, water supply and sanitation. slept at that
village.

Sabbath observede.

Left Tahaitghai for HAHALIS, inspecting hamlets en-route.
On arrival, inspected village. Departed for Henahan,
inspecting hamlets along the way. Arrived and inspected
Mission Hospital. Night passed at HANAHAN.

Inspected Hanahan village and Mission school. Proceeded
to IELILINA - inspected village and general inspection of
housinge Moved to HAGUS and inspected village.

Left for KETSKETS.
this villagee.

Inspected village. sSpent night at

Departed for Kotopan. Inspected village.

Afternoon departed for TOHATSI. Census taken, followed
by general inspection of village. Departed for ILTOPAN.
Spent night at ILTOPAN.

Census taken, and village inspected.
Afternoon departed for HANPAN and on arrival, census

taken,
Inspected HANPAN village.

Afternoon, departed for TANDEKI where census was tiken
and village irspacted.
Departed

sabbath observed.

or LEMANMANU where village was inspected.

i R -
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Jan.24th Census taken at ILEMANMANY villa
! age. Inspection of rest
of village and air post. Remained at LEMANMANU thatsnight.

Jan.25th Departed for LEMANKOA, Vi1l
Assistant treated sick, "F SREDASTeG St il

£ . P -
X o - 4
il e

Jan,26th lorning spent discussing hygiene with village lead
r 1 ers.,
3i§§rted for IONTIS by canoe. On arrival igspected
agee

Jalie27th Departgd for KESSA Plantatioen. Medical Assistant treated
sick while awaiting transport,

Jan.28th At 8 a.m. boarded the "MATNIRO" at Kessa. Returned to
Sohano at 7 p.m.

da NATIVE AFFAIRS.

The pecple of Buka are living ir good general harmcny with
each other. Not one case of assault, for instance, was brought
upy and litigation generally was infrequent. This is allowing
for the fact that nowadays the nativces prefer to settle disputes
and trcubles in their villages rather than go to court and face
the possibility of being deprived of one of their number from the
social and economic group, if he is imprisoned.

i T ——"

In past years,there have been allegations by Europeans, and
some suspicion by officers, of an element of subversive infiuence
and anti-European feeling among some of the Buka natives. There
appeared to be little, if any, active uarest or discontent at the
present time, though one or two missionaries of long experience
expressed doubt as to the natives' appreciation of the beneficence
of European rule over them. Criticism of Europeans would seldom
beé heard openly, but is undoubtedly voiced by the natives among
themselves on occasions.

Much of any dis-satisfaction is, of course, symptomatic of
¥growing pains", The people are beginning to envy, and yearn for,
& European standard of 1living, but unfortunately, they have little
conception of the distance in education and development which they
will have to traverse,before attaining anything approximating to o 1 EEIY
it. Consequently, when they feel that it is not within easy reach, | j [F
they tend to subconsciously substitite wishfu’® thinking and self=- { 1
delusion in trying to bridge the gap. e,

Mention has been made in ihe past of "cargo-cult" terndencies '\j L
among groups in BUKA. The present material prosperity of the N
pecple, much greater than ever before, through copra enterprise, 1B
no doubt displaces this trend, and if prosperity and progress can :
be maintained at a satisfactory rate, the cult need not reappear. "
Accordingly, it is felt that natives development here 1s at an g"‘
important formative stage, and requires as mvch guidance and f
assistance as can be given by the Administration.

i

!

A large factor in everyday life nowadays, is production of :

copra for cashe In some villages, production is done by the newly=- ;’.
arisen class of "licence" men, who purchase mature nuts, usuvally LN
at the rate of 12 for 1/- and cure the copra in their own driers, A

usually employing several labourers at intermittent intervals for { !

the purpose. Other methods are family or kindred joint-effort, (R

proceeds being distributed by the ¢ '“ers, or occasionally by LI

individuals who make copra from the rroduce of their own groves, | B "

Production would be difficult to estimate, on account of
diversity of marketing avenues, but there is no doubt that it
affords quite a comfortable income for almost all coastal familiese
and at present satisfies their aspirations for economic advancement,

1’0 disputes arvse over payment for labourers' services rendered
to the”liceﬁce“men {although anticipated in the previous report),

e R

¢ ey




' and endeavour
very careful attention is given to d1V)rce°o!’itnnn e

L.

One dispute concerned a sum of .oney representing
It was claimed by the uncle that he had sharad the money gufg;:o

relatives who had assisted to make the copra, and it was resolved
to settle the matter in the village. & solve

One aspect which causes concern is th: wid a
of lending money to "business men" - the bnkeryiazgpgiggepgiggige
and copra producers etec, - the money being lent as an anticipateé
profitable investment or sometimes, it seems, as generous
assistance to a friend, reiative or leader. It is considered
this is frought with likelihood of later trouble, and steps were
taken tc discourage it. Where co-operative ventures were possible
the advnatage of this organisation was stressed; and where :
partnerships were more suited to a venture, the people were
advised to consult D.D.5. officers regarding the financial
arrangements.

In one case, a respected leader of Hanahan village, TOMAS,
who owned a bakery and store, owed a total of over £90, in £5 and
£10 amounts, borrowed from various persons. He died recently
but his par£ner 5>AGOLO of Tahetsi village has agreed to meet %he
debts, being rather wealthy himself, though it wou'd seem TOMAS
mismanaged and squandered the capital. In the discussion of the
affair, SAGOIO revealed that several business-men and othars in
various villages owed him amounts uv to £100, He was warned of
the folly of such dealings and stro.gly advised to consult this
office if he was approached for a loan in future. Others were
reminded that Lhere was 1little need to borrow mcney, whether a
venture was proposed or not, as almost everyone had an opportunity
of accumulating cash by working copra.

A few cases of adultery were dealt with in the Court
for Native Affairs, imprisonment being imposed in each case, in 1
an attempt to support what is believed to have been a fairly strict e ||
moral code. Officials stated their belief that extra-marital : ﬁ
relations were common, only a minority, usually prolonged aifairs, :_i i
being discovered. However, I think it 1likely that the younger [ A
generation, imbued with strong mission teaching, are more faithful :
in their marriages; nowadays chere is more freedom of choice of ‘ '
partners, and this undoubtedly helps also. : "

It was ob.erved in some villages, Petats for instance,
that young people of both sexes were showing a tendency to avoid }
marriage, at least temporarily, and the village elders were some- t
what concerned. There seems to have been sn increase in
promiscuity, probably on this account; and with this in mind, the j
penple were encouraged 1o promote early marriage. wvometimes the "
young men are selfish and want to avoid the responsibilities of ._d;

family 1life. ® .
s{
L1§

Throughout the area, family 1life is generally stable, and
matrimonial disputes and divorces are not frequent. However, the
R.C.Mission indicated their concern over a number of marriage
breakups at the villages of Malasaz, 5Sing and Lonahan, and the
position was thoroughly reviewed there. It was found {hat postwar = #§
there had been the following divorces:- Malasang -~ 6; Lonahan - 6; ' #
and sing - 2. In several cases, the prolonged absence of the men e
at work (two or three were Police Force members) led to misconduct,
which was the eause of divoerce. In other cases, there seems to !
have been a carryover from the war period when uncongenial !
marriages, arranged by the elders with scant regard to the wishes M
of the couples, dissolved in the absence of mission influence. In ﬂ’
most cases, the parties have remarried and often have nevw familios' _ z
and it is not felt that the Administration can support the Mission's | i
desire for the or’'ginal "church" marriage to Dbe resumed, by I
breaking up the present marriages. |

It is however, thought that fficers should ensure that

the social interest.
to minimise marriage dislocations 1n %hetic in these matters,

village officials have sonctimes been 2pa

e DI i AR -:-- i

o g sttt

=+ t.. —

-~




5e

and have not reported cases of misconduet which have led to
divorce, nor other causative factors. Opportunity was iaken to
impress on them their responsitility for village welfare, and *hey
were instructed to bring future such matters, especially’adultery
to the attention of an officer promptiy. ‘ ' .

The elders still play a large role in arranging marriages
despite the sophistication of these people, and gucﬁ more pggsénal
freedom of choice for the young people is needed. This view was
stressed, and I suggest should be repecated on future patrols, as
the custom, though nowadays anachronistic, is deepseated.

Land disputes were again a feature of the patrol, mainly on
the north coast villages. Disputes resolved after very full
discussions with all interested parties and also impartial
witnesses, were a: follows:-

MATSUGAN village - TUGON v. CHORA re ownership of site for bakery.
CHORA to retain site.

LEMANIANU " - TATO v HUIO re land known as CHILUATS.
HULO to retain land.
LEMANKOA " ~ HAVINI v KENAU re land known as CHILCHIL.

KENAU with BUSUN to retain land.

Other disputes were settled privately between the parties. Details
of the inheritance line were entered in the respective books for
future information, if necessary.

Land disputes have been prominent only in the last four or
five years, coincident with the development of copra production,
and almost invariably concern land on which groves already exist
or are being newly planted. There is a strong indication that
some natives, observing the good use to which such land is being
put and envying the profits thereof, search around mentally for
any possible claim,(however dubious), they may have to such ground,
and press it unscrupulously.

Briefly, land custom is matrilineal, the usual heir being the AR
nephew on the sister's side. If there are two o™ more such kinsmen, | §H
the rights would be sharedj if none, the righcs 'ould go to the :
nes .st close relative on %he native classificatory system. J

"nditionally, the various clans have an overall interest in
» i;pective areas of land, and in some cases influential clan members
have rights over large tracts, from which they make provision for
the gardening requirements of lesser members.

»

It is apparent that land is acquiring a commercial value in i
the eyes of natives, and I suggest it may fairl; be questioned ; l{‘ %
whether it wodld not be a good thing to take steps to ensure that : 4.

-

village, seems to be rather vague,and is open to the grasping of }
ambitious and avaricious persons, whom more submissive people care

1little to resist even in their own rights. This would necessitate | |

a survey of land ownership and it 1s admitted that staff {4

land remains equitably distributed, so that the shrewder and more N
forceful persons do not establish themselves on large an’ more J¢
accessible and favourable tracts,to the detriment of more retiring ‘E
people. This question is posed in the writer's mind because §
ownership of some land, especially that at some distance from the }‘;
|
i

availability would be the present difficulty. Perhaps it might
be possible to start some time on the more pressing areas, such as
the Lenmanmanu - Lemankoa - Lontis group, where disputes are
beginning to multiply,

@

Sf the 41 sillages inspected, only 12 passed with credit,
namely TUNG, PETATS, NCVA, HAPAN KOHFINO LONTIS, LENMANMANUL
LEMANKOA, TANDEKI, HANPAN, GOGOHEI and iETA. The main fault in the
cass of the remainder is the type of dirty and unventilated huts,
the {loors of which are usually the ground, damp and dirty. The

oorest off villages were the large ones along the east coast
;ro- Malasang to PBanpan, and here overcrowding is often a problem
also, The villages are usually sited on sandybstrotches of beach
betwesn headlands backeu by the cliffs at the back door, and often

i " - e
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gpace 1s severely limited. However, it was possib
improved layout in many cases to reéuce crgwgiiz. le to point out

Stress was laid on the need to have good a ) 5
danger of disease such as tuberculosis (wgich 1§r%egigi23 tg Egduce
considerable) and raising of houses off the ground should assist
this. The people were also enccuraged to eliminate the dirty and
unsightly ground floor kitchens, by making an extension to the rear
of the house wiEh a floor, in which a fireplace of a drum standing
on old sheets ol iron or a box of sand could be provided.
instructions about the improvement of villages have been recorded
and should be press2d if necessary. It was pleasing to see in so&e
villages on the north and wos coasts, that advice given from the
l office two or three months ago had been taken, and rebuilding was
in progress.

The sites of the two villages of YEGITS and KAHUNE, which had
weern selected postwar, were unsatisfactory on account of swampiness,
and the people have been advised on a new site to be built on When

possible. GAGAN village had shifted from an ideal site to a poor

one, simply because they said nut grass had grown around the houses,
and was a nuisance! The present settlement is a poor one, and the
people were advised to return to the original one, and to dig out

the nut grass.

Some villages are kept creditably tidy on the outskirts, but
many others had to be instructed to improve in this regard.

There is rarely any dearth of housing for the respective
village population. As an example, at IETA there were 34 houses
for 110 people preseni, an average of 3 per house.

It seems that the %eople have not always disclosed their true
) _ leaders when officials have been appointed, as in some villages -
; the officials do not possess much authority. In these cases, the
« traditional headman is extremely reluctant to reveal himself and
F to take oftice, probably not wishing to tie himself to the duties ] ;T
required and to suffer occasional censure from various departmental g gl{'

officers. 1In cases where the officials appeared weak, therefore, i 9
they were azdvised to consult and work in cooperation with other o
influential men, and it was hor2d thus to maintain the native Al
authority, without the rigour of putting pressure on the cus tomary
leaders to accept the official positions.

-
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The Luluais of Nopan, Kohiso and Tohats# appearcd to need a }
{upport in this direction, and might later be changed with advantage, t
4

¥

f no improvement is shown.

il -

Provisicnal appointments were made(pending confirmation) to | q”
| £411 vacancies caused by death:- ‘vglg‘
'r :

: SUHIN - HARTPA (Iuluai); HITAU - RATSON. ‘J

Four Paramount Luluais retain authcrity over thelr respective |

, stheres - TSA of IETA, NABOIN of 50LUs, TATO of LENMANMANU and B |

B SAMARTA of HANAHAN, The latter is the person of most ability and Wl
infiuence, but weakens his position by contracting debts. ISA and ,4,;‘3

TATO are old and somewhat infirm.

‘ %%ere are ﬁo Councils operating in the distr}ct yete It is
loped subdivision

robably the most deve
fiBgested that Buka, el 3d be the most favourable area

educationally and economically, wou
- whenever tﬁis progressive step of native

de possible with adequate staff to guide its
heavy population are

to inaugurate such,

administration may be ma
development. Its accessibility and reasonably

advantages alsOe
the t from the
Two groups suggest themselves, namsly thotﬁgst coas
ondl _yillages further
Passage to the Hanahan localitib an se%ach zauld aggrox o o
ing

the coast 7ine to Lontils
g‘:m ;%;ﬁ%ation, who have a cash ineome from exist coconut |
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ﬂﬂ:g:&.With production expanding from new plantings coming into
It 1s admitted it may easily be said that the
to run fully effective councils immediately; but ?eggé;oigetgzg iﬁgdy
organisation could be instituted now on 2 simplified bnsié to at
first run parallel with the village official systemyand Ehén
gradually to.displace the latter. Village treasuriés could be
deferred until a later stage, ard therefore no finaneial project
or comnitments, could be engaged for the present. The body Eoulé be
a valuable advisory and deliberative one, to make and police rules
for village welfare, social and economic., Trus the people would be
learning to actively administer themselves, instead of passively
depending on advice and instruction from administration officers for
their welfare,

If this view is accepted, could it be approved that a simple
prganisation of two viilage councils, for Last and North, be gketched
out for confirmation, so that from then on its development would not
be interrupted by change of staff ete. In proposing this, I bear in
wind that natjve local govermnment is regarded officially as the next
logical step of native administration, and is not necessarily under
the aegis of' a special section. I would submit that this step, taken
now, would clearly show the intelligent Buka people that the
Administration has a lively interest in their welfare and development,
and will retain their full loyalty and confidence, of which lately
there has been some hint of wavering, at times.

Economic Activities, Commerce etc.

_Copra is the importent ecomomic venture, and the people are
fortunate ir possessing considerable groves, many of which were
planted up prewar at the instigation of field officers. Those groves
are usueslly well spaced and are in good condition. Groves which the

natives have planted themselves, are not so well aligned or kept, but !
there is a definite improvement in recent plantings, with the benefit ,
. of close Agricultural guidance and supervision. At present, it seems ?
necessary to constantly remind the people regarding proper maintenance '
of the groves, possibly because in the case of the "Govermment" ones
~ (those planted on officers! instruvetions) the ownership is not
individual, but belongs to the village generally, However, it is also
noticeable that more progressive nactiveg are now learning to tend |
their groves more thoroughly; new plantings are also being carried out,
and some natives will soon possess comparatively valuable properties.
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Little copra is now being wasted. As beforementioned, holders of
Cogra Licences (98 in number) produce much of the copra, buying the
nuts and drying them in small driers with the assistance of several
labourers, scme of whom may be relatives. Payment for services is
reckoned on & minor share of the produce value, but 6/- per day (no
rations) *s also considered the "basic wage". Other copra is made by
family groups and individuals, and it is pleasing to see a large B
number of producers earning a comparatively good income. However, AR
the methods of the “business men" are usually more efficient, and i |

}”
J

Ty

result in a betier product.

The copra is marketed mainly to various traders, principally Wong
You & Co., but _a proportion is also handled by the Co-Operatives
Association. Iransport on the west coast is well facilitated by good
shipping conditions. The East and the North coasts have to awalt
spells of fine weather for ships to visit them, as there are no
anchorages; occasionally trucks also operate on the zoastal road,
but this has been boggy during wet weather. In the latter areas also,
it is neces;ary to manhandle the copra a considerable distance to the | &
ahipping point, except on the occasions when vehicle transport is "
available. The improvement of the road is deelt with in next section. |

reatly, but it we= noted that at
The quality of the €opra variles g ¥y St

PETATS and one or two other villages, it was very gocd.

improvement should be possible if the comparison is rointed outtgo the
oducers of bad copra =nd also if advice is concentreted oxélbe er
{ers, which are often the trouble, being too small and badly

ventilated.
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' 45 approximately £3 per bag (5d per pound), Two or three natives

8.

The price paid for copra, by both traders and Co-operatives,

ship direct to the Copra Marketing Board depot al Rabaul, a

8 ) al Rabe nd receive
a higher return in this way. The use of the Cooperative organisation
for marketing was recommended. £

Interest was shown at a few places in cocoa cultivation, and
there are 5 or 6 natives who have launched out on small qun;ations
supervised by Agricultural officers. This would seem to be a hjﬂkl}
desirable alternative to copra as a long-range objective, in case the
market for copra slumps in the future. It is expected that interest
will develop quickly in cocoa amongst the natives, once a few
plantings becone established and owing to its fertility and generail
\accessibility for development, Buka could easily become an important
producer in the near future, given adequate technical advice and
guidance, Several of the European plantations on Buka are growing
cocoa as, at present, a secondary crop. 3

Retail gtores are scattered throughout the island, in addition
to the main Chinese shops at Puka Passage. Three or four are run
by European plantation people, 23 by various private natives, and
7 by Co~operatives. The native-manned stores have little variety
of goods and prices are high, supplies being obtained from local
Chinese traders at 1ittle belter, if any, than retail prices.

A
"
{

v

It is suggested that it might be more desirable for the !
Cooperative organisation to concentrate mainly on marketing activity
for the present, as this seems to bhe more successfu) and easily
managed, and also to supply wholesale merchandise to the private i B
native storekeepers. It is felt that Cooperative aims and ideals il 3
could still be inculcated sufficiently were this done. d

= -

Bakeries are quite an institution in Buka villages, there being
45 in this sSubdivision, of a total of 68 for the whole sub-district -
an average of above one per village. In some of the larger villages,
there are three or four. The people were discouraged from seeking
more than one licence, except in larger villages for profitable
operation; the desire to do so probably arises from clan alleglances.

The bakeries were usually clean for inspection. One HAEANG of
BEI was closed on account of being insanitary, until better premises
are available. In the past, native material buildings have been used, '
but the owners have been urged to erect decent permanent premises.
This has had good results on the North Coast, where there are five
of cement floors and iron and timber construction.

The consumption of bread appears to be a mark of social
distinction. Unfortunately, the natives do not like wheatmeal flour,
but prefer white. Management is not by any means efficiernt as a L {
rule. The owner is the idle capitalist who employs a baker and one
or two hands for supplying férewood and ecleaning up. Neturally,
profits are small (if any) and 2 tendency to overcharge for small
loaves of bread had to be checked, Prestige more than profit seems
tc be the objective of the bakery owners. Owners were advised that
one full-time person should easily manage the usual size of bakery,

supplying firewocod etc.
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Jeeps and trallers are owned by ILuluci HAPAN of HANPAN and
BUREIN of LENMANMANU, and are used for cariage of copra. The latter
was undergoing major repairs during my visit, and it was noticed
that the trailer had been left out in the weather after a tyre
failure, for a long period. The people were told that such costly
asgets deserved better care. There is also an ex-Japanese truck at

Lontis, under minor repairs.

tive Lulual BALAT of Lenmankoa is anxious to

obtain a boat to assist the markoting of l0eal copra. 1t is
considered that a sailing pinnace 20 feet -~ 30 feet would be suitable,
if one could be procured at a reasonable price, Private ennuiries %
are being made. One other native of PETATs owns a large canoe whic

is powered by an outboard motor,

An intelligent na
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anc elihood.,
1 £ h NE m oy 3
The majority of the groups maintain gardens sufficient for
their own vegetable supply; some of the adjacent islands such as
PORORAN and HITAU trade fish for taro gl gl b g By
) : fish 7 -aroy yam etc. with the SOLUS
(inland) area people. Gardeuing genersll 1 s the traditi
' g generally follows the traditional
pattern and methods and makes L1*t1: 1se of teechniquies such a o
composting and crop rotation, though sweet potato is ggm;“{wn;su~ad
as a following crop after the taro and bananas etc. ke L

Gardens are usually scattered patches in the forest, each
patch being normally cleared and prepared by a group of kinsmen
gmong whom plots are then apportioned, for sowing and cultivation
by the individual families concerned. Occasionally, a more
co-operative village will band together to work a 1;rwe garden
under the aeges of the Luluai or some other leader. Thenfimo spent
by the men on gardening wculd appear to be a minimum (involﬁing 4
the heavy clearing work, etc.) and it is the women who do most of
the planting, day to day tending, harvegting and carrying home the
food, often over long arduous distances. Meanwhile the men are
passing the time at fishing, hunting and recreation, though sometimes
they may be repairing their houses or making copra.

Planting seems to follow no regular routine. When the old
erop has come into bearing, and weather conditions are favourable,
a new garden is commenced. Often the original clearing will not
have been fully utilized, and the new garden is just extended onto
the 0ld; otherwise a pew clearing will have to be made.

The spread of taro disease in recent years has led to
acceptance of swget potatp as the staple diet. This has definite
gdvantages, on account of its quicker growtn, suitability as a
second season crop, and is probably a better and more digestibie
food, especially for children. Taro is not sc badly affected north
of SUHIN viliage.

Tapioca and bananas are jwportant secondary cropsg yam,
pumpkin, corn, greens etc. are ylso grown ningled with the staple.

Protein is well supplied with abundant fish, and fowls, pigs
(domestic and wild), and opossume Tuna are prevalent on the east
coast for a season up to 6 months in length, and this is the season
for numerous communal enterprises in the picturesque craft MCRS" =
a plank canoe without outrigger and with prow and stern swept up.

Village pigs are allowed to roam freely around villages and in
the bush where they cause great garden depredation. Officers hav2
consistently pointed out to the people the menace they are unless
enclosed in pens, and have issued instructions to that end, but the
people are extremely lokh to follow out these instructions. They
say the pigs die in pens; it is most probable that this results
from lack of food, water and shelter, and this was stressed to the
people. oome action was considered necessary, and the pigowners
were given the alternative of subscribing a sum of moeny each towards
purchase of pig-fencing mesh for large solid pens, to avoid later
Court action. This suggestion was accepted, and 10 villages have
raised a total of £376 which was credited with the Bougainville
Native Co-operative Association, for purchase by that body. It is
hoped that this measure will become popular ard will be adopted by

other villages.

The cash crops of copra and cocoa have been discussed in an
earlier section on Economy, )

.A motor traffic road exists along the East and North Coasts
between the Passage and Kessa Plantaticn. There is also a branch road
between Lonahan and Kohiso village (S0LUS area’.

These roads are qyite im ortant for communications and for
economyhgzethe area, bu% maintgnancz in the past has been haphazard
through lack of funds and equipment, to organize better work. As a
result, the grassed earth roads become boggy quickly after wet
weather and traffic then causes aggravated damage. Concurrent with
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the patrol and‘%inco, ﬁldriVO-hTa been made to have the road
improved by drainage and forming, using unpaid village labour. So i
long as this is fitted in with the natives' pardenire programme, there

3 L & 1 . = AL UC il g L0 amne I Tre -4
is no objection by them, as they realize the road is of direct
penefit to them in their economy, The supply of shovels and picks g
to them was much appreciated, and it is proposed to allow them to ‘\
retain these tools, as they are ex-Army stock. Two or three villages L1 1
have wheclbarrows left in their care by the former road gang, and _
these are very useful. \ iz |

.

It is COnS‘?deI‘ed that 'f,’: .“::',"N‘-]_OD t'(;r_l road to . standard whele jt -
can be used in most weather, considerable surfaecing with coral wifl ]

bhe necessary in.the swampy patches, and for this purpose provisiod of 1 44 |
funds is essential, for the hard quarrying work and for transport of - -
the coral. Even then, strict economy would be required, as the

supplies of coral are few and scattered, The assistance of machinery N |
for the harder work and transport will do much to stimulate the

gatives' enthusiasm for the task. Currently, after the natives have 1 |
ditched and formed a section through Malasang to Sing, the Department ] |
of Agriculture,stock and Figheries Ferguson tractor with light ‘

grade> is levelling the surrace, after which it will be rolled. Then Wis

it is proposed to surface the worst spots with coral carted from the :
Malasang quarry. v

and Agricultural off'icers, who agree that a better road will be of h
great benefit to them iy the agricultural extension programme. It is 4
anticipated thut the Buka area has a good future for cocoa as well as
coprae. ‘i

N ———

As with the ooastal road, the Solus road is a gracsed one which
is maintained quite well, but in its present state, becomes useless
after much rain. This road sronld be improved after the coastal one,
wiaen efforts can be supervised.

Fortunately bridges are very few in this area, and are no
problem,

Education and Missjions. 4

Buka and adjacent islands are well served with Village and Area {
schools, mo village being neglected. Congequent'y, the people are 1
more advanced than elsewhers in the sub-district, those of villages l‘
such as PETAT. being quite intelligent people. wschooling is popular ,
and is appreciated; the occasicnal truantism of which the rissions i}
ecomplain is only natural in a people formerly unfemiliar with formal f

schooling., b

Area schools are maintained at the fcllowing places where mission ‘y
personnel are resident:-

Methodist - okotolane 7 ’ TR o
Catholic - Gagan, Hanahan, Hahele, Lenmanmanu, Pororane

- v

There is a problem with the feeding of the students; most of

them are "day pupils" but their parents expect them to sacrifice
schooling vime to help in the garden if they draw food from it. Usually

the Missions hee pupils' gardens also. The people were urged to

support in every way the Mission schools.

LR e

There is a definite lack of higher edueation for these people who

feel frustrated when with few exceptions, they have nothing to go on

to after they have finished otandariﬂﬁwgr 5. There is \n1y+the -
Goverument school at Buin apart from, réligiovs training centres. :
1s rscommended] that the Rducation Department be reguested ©o provide
at least one Central school in this sub-district

I e TS W

(Buka Passage) at
the earliest possible opportunity. It seems to me that nccou?t should
; taken of these people's advanced status and intelligence, ‘ft?r .
long contact with Buropeans, as also their developing economy arc i o
their aspirations should be met. gii i

'

i
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The value of Mission work has to be recognized, ggosgnig

but also
practigal efforts in medicine and education, . alnuese
develogiig character and morality, and a sense of Christisn vatie

The work is at present being supervised jointly by this office g
:
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Many of the Mission personnel are of lone residence in the area. and
have much influerce with the natives,. ; ot % L ey
Methodist Mission Headquarters are at SKOTOIA a . e 4
and their following is mainly in the adiacent ;;?ngeg“ e e Pl
aleng some North Coast villages. Roman Catholie Headque=ters 5reyat
Hahele, and allegiance to this Mission is more nunerous and wider-
spread. sSeventh-Day Aventist adherents are frund in BeIy GOGOHEI and

gUHIN, where Catechfists have been established,

-
For most of the patrol, Mr.Bruce Martin accompanied, =and his
report will no doubt give an account of the health situation.

} Generally, it seemed to the writer that the people enjoy good
health and once again, are well served by the several mission centros
in the area. There Is a degree of leprosy here, and an unknow:

degree of tuberculosis. It is understood that a T.B. Hospital is
proposed for Buka Island and it would be interesting to know just what
is the extent of the disease among the people.

The diet of the people should be adequate, as gardens are
sufficient and protein .upply ample. Village and housing conditions
could be improved in many villages however, and this is in hand., It
is noteworthy that it was in one of the worst villages, Malasang, that
the recent influenza outbreak had its heaviest toll, among infants
and children.

Aid Posts are maintained a2t 9 villages - Matsungan, Petats,
Pororan, Lontis, Lemankoa, Lenmanmanu, Malasang, Gagan and Kohino,
The N.l'sA's seem to be of reasonable efficiency, but often their
loecal 1trolling is neglected. It seems to me that patrolling by
Buropean medical staff is vital to the full efficiency of the N.M.A.
system, for their guidance, encouragement and correction, and it must
be ~ointed out that as elsewhere in this Sub-district, the frequency
3. of medical patrols has slipped greatly in recent years.

The populatien total of Euka and adjacent Islands now stands
at 8617, an increase of 337 against the grevious yvear's census of
' 8,286 (Aprii/Msy. 1953). This equals a % per cent increase over

period of approximately 20 months., This gein has been steady
since at leact the May, 1950 ceasus, which showed a population of
7865, - a rise of 752 over 4 years 8 months, equivalent to 10§ of
the i950 total. It is considered that this 1s euite an importan?%
rate of increase =nd could easily mean that the population in this
Sub-Division eould double within 20 yesrs, Land resources are
eensidered quite adeonate fer such an Increase.

Infant mortality is still high, (59 deaths in the 1 to 4 year

group) considering medica?l services available. It 1s suspected

t this is due laryely to the ignorance znd c¢ometimes the apathy
of the parents, who often deiay seeking medical aid for their sick
¢hildren in ime. However, concern for infant welfare is growing
with further education of the pecple, and with the increased atien-
tlon Mission perconnal as well as Administration and Natlve Medi-
cal services can give to thnis aspe~t. unlarla appears to be cae of
“he main menaces ewpecially to the ,oung.

Few Village books were issued on the west c?gst, and Solus
8reéas and fromgIeta to Lonahsn. The remaibing Village books were
good order, but it may be necessary to .Thange them next census.

: m A 3 a8 .
¢ -l L
| he native situation throughout the area is prosperous and

generally satisfactory. A buoysnt population trend, together with
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gn expanding cash econory, through copra and some shell, and a
peginning in cocoa planting, augurs well for the future,

Education~l opportunities in the primary field,ape good ,
affording a wiue literacy to a certain standard, but higher
gchooling is unfortunately inadequate at the pres®nt time. 1If
this and also technical training can be made avalladble, it would
not only improve its own candidates, but I think also iiet the
gtandard of the primary classes, who at present nave littls goal
to aim at and consequently seem to lack some drive, "~

Wi.le the economic standing and social services are satis-

et it is felt that attention can not be neglected in the
f-govermment field without causing undesirable laver conse-
' s and also eventually stifling all-round development. The
ts of local government countils have been mentioned, and
it 1s recommended that as soon as a second experienced officer
becomes available to assist in general Sub-District work, that
attention be given to this wital aspect. 4 3

For general administrative purposes and for the further
economic development of the area,the importance of road improve-
ment Dere,scarcely can be too much stressed. The present motor
road from Buka Passage to Kessa, which can only be classed as a
dry-weather track thrcugh much of its length, should, it is
condidered, be developed to a formed all-weather road. Local
native affort will be forthecoming, but some finance will also

be needed.

L

g& A, McCabe)
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- Beg. No.
6722 L/Cpl.

7562 Const,

| 7862 Const.
”’0 Const.

m6 Const,

Reliable »nd quite capable. (11 days on
patrol).

Not over-Lright, but steady and
willing. (19 days).

Sensible member with a pleamant manner.

Young Highland member., Gained experience
on this patrol.

Intelligent and carries out duties well,

Though all willing hands, none however of outstanding
ability meriting special comment.

Conduct of all members good. 9 :
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v_vould be of moc“ assistance in advancing the natives.

In Reply
Please Quote

Above report forwarded in triplicate.

The report in itself is one of the most comprehensive and
interesting I have read. It again shows Mr. lMcCabe's ability te
glve a good summary, at the same time giving attention to what

- 5 _l . 3 Ne. 30/2/1,
a (“" 2 ~} Bougainville District,
e v f/ Weys Headouartiers, SUHANO,
\ % it
MORLNWM for:- '-_‘ \/‘:’(7 — k:')\:/;'/ 10th June, 19550
"~ ~-~.’.‘-;-,_’-o“'/
The Director, i
Department of Distriet Services Lt Rl
and Native Affairs, ‘1% ‘
PORT MORGSEY. ] |
!
PATROL REPORT NO. SCH.9 - 54%/'55 : ,s:i |
, BY MR, B. A. McCABE M
i/ASSISTAKT 1 BIE
L
a
§

et e —.
g w——

L)
The Patrol was done in two pamts, to enabls all officers to
return over the Christmas period.

LT
U ST

. i+~ it At~
o S ERT

ﬁ:‘ﬂra*—-HQSQXEEAﬂfﬁﬁlﬁ=- The subversive influence mentioned by 18 :
s TeCabe was brought up at the last District Advisory Council ‘j b

meeting. I think we 211 realise that such feeling must exist to
a certain extent, and it is up to us to eradicate it by more
patrolling and getting to know the natives better and them,u’.

The problem of lending money to "business-men" must stop =
the best way being by patrolling.

El‘§-§15rllll%ﬂﬂ_ﬂﬂii£ .. The necessary recommendation for the
appointment of SUHIN wi go forward.

Iggg% ﬁgxgznmgn&:— I agree that some form of local goverrment
shou e started in Buka Island. The natives, in my cpinion, are
1.ady for it - they have the education: their economic position 1is
population.
Mr. McCabe's suggestion uf the two groups is because there appears
to be a dis*rict point of demarcation - villages Hanahan and South .
fish etc. on the Bast, while the others fish ete. on the North. LB
Further, there appears to be 2 no-man's land between the two !’
groups. However, after consiltation with Mr. McCabe, I am of the
opinion that nearly all natives in Buka Island could be brought
into one or other grovp, should they so desire. In this regard,
the natives on the West coast and soms of the inland villages are
friendly with natives on tne North coest, while the balance of

the natives in the centre are more friendly wi%? thetfast co:sg
nati d ma ossibly join them. Iowever he matter must be
g Py o £ {nion obtained, not

gone into thoraughly and the concencus of up
to mention a complete survey of econoric position, before anything

conerete can be done Te the forming of C-rneils.

-




o \h al 11 1 o - ~ N = 2
| . {hesg nati-‘i’gi know that Councils are functioning in an¢ .round
e, 5 Rabaul and possibly cannot see why they have not the same priv.ieges.
: perhaps this may be one cause of the alleged subversive feeling.

iculture and livellhood:~ The nlanting of co uts a
| cocoa will probably be accelerated in coming rr.onthg, as iiorilslt;)'r'o?d
| posed that District Services Field Staff :r11l co-operate more -:nd
| more with the Department of /fgriculture, Stoeck snd Fisheries Staff
in this regard.

5 = The need for higher education is well kno
E!ge, but I would like to hear comments Ly, che Director of Educa‘gon
on Mr. HcCabe's suggestion that a Central School should be establish-
ed, In my opinion the Buka area deserves as much consideration as
other parts of the Territorys; e.g. in the Kerema Sub-District there
were one central schiool and two village higher schools established !
in 1953, and more (3 to my knowledge) were proposed. The standard L
4 of Education there may be higher than Buka, but thege natives here '

mst be given a chauce (their standard of education is higher than il E
in the Purari Delta: but the latter have their own school and are
being given an opportunity, so why not Buka natives?)

e T —

MRS e - (B T
i =

S .
-

The proposed Technical School at Tsiroge (to be established

the Marist Mission) will assist greatly, but I am of the opinion :

t the Administration should show more interest in the education- ‘ ’
al problemns of the Bougainville District. ‘

geml t= The increase in population is indeed very encouraging:
more must be done to decrease infant mortalitys: More District

Bcrt:;'.cea and Medical patrols will go a long way to help reduce the
ra . X A
YR

W:- The question of the Buka Road will receive consider- '
able attention. The Department of igriculture is assisting consider- b

ably, but are handicapped through lack of drivers for their tractors. . 1F
When this shortage is overcome, more assistance will be given for : 1

the construction of this road. | l H f;

i The previous patrol to Buka was in April/May 1953, I trust | ‘
the next patrol will not be awaited for sc long. |

2 |
|
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The report incicates interest and Sareful
observation, < y ||

Mr, McCabe 1s to be commemfied fur a very

-~

usefu! survey of ULKA,

is to be rebuked
five months earller,

‘ and - assuning he was the culprit - . |
for not having submitted bis results some {8

(The date on vhicll the report wes
The Report denls

-
. t loer!

written is micsing from both coples.)
with & Decamber 19°%/January 1077 patrol, It
at the end of that month,
vear's

N e

forwnrded ‘n Juns, arrived here
and was filed, »~ having been processed, vith last
reports, Hence thase deloyed comments.
e The Heport indiectes elear'y tae need for us to
adopt 2 mora positive native ;olicy In UKA than ve wve
done to date. The t-upo of "westernizing" influences is
and we must ba in ¢ position to gulde theu,
leedarsh’ p, and tracitlional vaiues, both sucinl
are obviously erumbling, (In passing, 1
vr. MeCebe's view(rage &) that the youngor

ts scx~

inereesing
-‘h‘dition&i
and wcorowil,
disagree with
Christisn generstion is llable to Lo more Jirlet in
pelations behaviour psttern tien the older semlepagan

tion, noral exrurience of evolving socletics

the Territorics indientes thnt Ll new sanctions

sex-behaviour have not t'e sane force s 0ld savage

for maintaining social

senetions bos o on the necessity
Moat Missionaries will

eohesi n within smnll groups.
agree with this viow).

~beorvations (under his paregrephs
ané loval governmont) together with your
rein’ ree my cvnelusion tuet e nust
the LUKA population through srea
va ean, You are also
has direeted that the use

5
o

Se Mr, McCabe's
the native situation
overing menorendun
Commence sdministerin
adninistrative machinory ns sovon
aware, I think, that te Min.staw :
of locnl government machirery 1s to be extended ms much
further delay.

aan
.‘:I

possi ‘e without

the ehnge=ov I, you must apprecinte

Lovernment counciis are nok to be C'>!195:(3"31‘*?d pri
a8 roiltic | orgenlsatlons eaterin; for “advanced" L.rouiib‘i
But as area coministrative agencles wiosg prine funetion is U

raice 1iving standards,
k assemtisl change is pot fron dircet to indirect
villege vo notdve araa adrdnistration,

" Ineongider..ig

n
aril

g

| - "
r
k ’
|
| |
| \
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|
th September, 59
. The District Uffieor, '
Bougainviile District, 8
ign‘a(, 4 3
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Your first objects nust be:-

(b) To pake thot mechinery work in conjunetion
with the rgricultural, health and educatlonal
etc, ¢fforts nevded tc raise living standards.

[N . At t.'xo. prasent tine dlsecussions are proeeeding, ,
at top level, on the utillsation of local govermnment
coumnells as & means of effecting sore systematic native
econvule daveloyment, The progress of projects such os
the Tolal Cacao industry and the Yudal Land Sottlament 4L
Sehone (Gazelle onlnsuls ' Kow Dritain), Indicate t'wt
! coumells are the hest moedls we have for controllil native
1and ussge o 2 -hileving good production standeuvds, It
18 probable that schemnes like these will be priuritics for
leans under the liative Loans Ordinance, The Co~gperstive
Boeleties will continue to function az reteiling and
{ marketing organlsations,

y - I recommand that you examine your overall plans
for native economic end soclicl develeopwent on DUKA from tod:
area viewpoint, The foundutions laid for future
econonic development are all-lumportanti. The existing A

SUKA nstive copra industry is bascd, as @lsewhwere in the

ditory, on the tradlticnal npative land tenwc systen,
aaperinyosin;, of cash cropping or a subsistence gardening

i ) oronctes rapid and profoun changas. These ;
tably lend by way of increasing individielism In owner- ¥
tovards a compleax pattern of fragnontoed hwidligs, a ¥

‘[ﬂ lovel ~f por eapits productifon and & sube:landaxd ver
eapita Incoe. It may be argued that t.ies dovelopment
is inevitabiae, it ic - wnless we con ensvee thet any now ‘
erops (including new plantings of voconuts ) are established or
a

et

'
which prociudes fragmentatiocr arl rural siums from
oping . The only practieabl: means of schioving
} : 1s deliverateiy to modify triba! lond tonure rracticed
the planting up of new erens. ™13 can only be dene
ugh area machinery.

€. The Vudal Schaere - or at leact the 500 reres
l of 1t marked ‘or cacso cultivetion - is based an plantation
lantation sree tliora are

type productiocn. Within the | ' s
approxinately 99x5 rere bloeks, wiici are being sub-let to

Avidual natlves, The rubelossces have compiets rijit t
thelr produce and possess o wurity of tenure, an wf" ‘ 3
succeusion, providing they conforn to certain standarcs of
eultivation practlcu. Control of land u:;!‘.;u‘is vestod

$he Nabaul Council, 1.8 indirectl, in tinc Administration.
e brace wlll be ke,t on fraguostation.

Th ig the genaral ilne wileh will 1o probably

80 fx:;igs is pcsgiblo as standnrd‘Adm!.ni;t-v-nunn
n regsrd to future native ecmmic‘nwmo;'xf;:.t. :

1 a; aeclete that sone for: of 100:}- ,-"ur- body (;i.e’. a i' i
11) 15."’559:11’.1317 tLoth as a perpetuaml b{)(.}f 11"‘1 '.,A.if;,g t_)‘”' :
land usnpe control, ané as a corporate body for recelving =

eredit fseilitico. Thase, it 1s anticipated, will
available under the native Loans Urdinance,

. Sl i i f p 3 A ! > { X y 2
' . 5 K L p e % 1 Soe - -
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10. The na "," t L 8 i conte i vovd

for the diroet puwrchase by Coune g (.ur.i.jm.'t to Administent
approval) «f native owned Irnd, and for the oxerel: e Ly
Gounci s (vie Adminlstrition ap;roved local rulcos’ of
gontrol ovar land tonure and lend usngce Tals U 1 G
gamnot bo brought down until th n'xtl@:::l“;'{; e 4
Legislative Council, 1’ heve mentioned those brovisions
to indicate the current trend, At P

ii. The above paragraphs are intondnd to ¢lear auny

any miseonceptions you mey have regardlig the role of

native local government in natls

@ adninistration policy.

An advanced native joouiation with 2 ro”-tively high

fnecoia, and able to stand on its

owvni fect administratively,

is pot 2 pre-reculsite, If it were, the policy could

never have been inplogented at all There are no really

advanced groups in the Territory.

Tolai are educetionally anl socis
most of the BUKA pecple,

12, It is noticed that Kr, MeCabe
:

way position, e propouses col

T

A majority of the
2lly barely at par with
7 b

is seeking a half-
meils without finanecinl

pesources, operating, presumably, in an advisory capacity

only,. ard in conjunction with th

existing village offielnis

ten, We have provod conclusively thet "Kilvings"

of this charscter nre futile for
apd lisble to do positive haro,
f“t‘l‘edo

-~ P e T EE 1Y . &
administretive purposes,
g

They are not to be

le; Pleage taka stors to bring the TUXA area under
t i0eal government system before the er: of 1999, J

desire you to give tuis mattoer

particulariy in the early stsias, i
strict Officer faniliaiise

L

absolutaly essential et the

our poersonal sttentios

?
On experience, it is

¥
himself with the policy. beyond thnt, it iz your

function to make 211 your fis14
ainded.

staf'sT lo2nl government

1, 9n the inforaation given, the DUKA situation

would seam to call for one loca’

possilble two shering o comnon treasury.

rates way newd to be relativel;

govesnnent init only, or
Initial tax
low, and initial emphasis

must bLe on econonice development rather than soclal

services,
rolatively slmple Tor come yesrs

15, Our overall stof!
improve before the end of the
experienced in local governnd t

o

the initial stages, but these are not

»ou may imaglne.

16, It 15 highly desirab
MeCabe see sometifng of the worx
The Publice Service Commiceioner

Your Couneil's funetions, then, would o

tf C 2.

£f position is bad, and wlll not
INT .

I hava nc officer
rocedures to assist you in
b {ricult as

ly so diffieu

le that both you and ir,

ings of the Tolail counciis,
was approved in prineiple

rfiecrs, cacu of tiroe weoks '

that throe courses for senior oil
The detalls have yut to

duration, be held nt Rabaul.

be f*.nali;,'.:d, and the courses wi
reorgnnisstion 1s effected,
eertainly e required to t
meantine, you are A thorised to

11 not take place until the
You will almeost

P

atterd ona of thonm, In the

send Mr, McCabe T Rabau?




for three weois!

the noecessary arran

Rabaul, A My
arrange for !ir,

yisi%t BUKA and col
pecur for sovoeral

17. Please
gteps you propose
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In Reply
Please Quote

| No. 30/2/1.

/ ./ AN &)ugainﬁlle District,
_~ Headaque: ters, SOHANO,

MEMORANDUM for:- & 8th October, 1955.

The Director,
Department of Native Affairs,

NATIVE IOCAL GOVERNMENT - BUKA.

I acknowledge receipt of your NA.30-1%-132 of 5th Septembér
with comments on Patrol Report SOH.9 = 5%/55 by Mr. B. A. McCabe

I could not recommend a better man then Mr. McCabe from the
Department of Native Affairs, to undertake study of the Cou,eil
System in Rabaul., However, I must point out that there will be
staff problems that must be faced. They are:-

(1) Mr. Gow, Assistant District Officer, Buln, has applied
for leave in December and I have recommended it.

(2) It was proposed to send Mr. McCabe tc Buin to take over,
if no other relieving officer can be posted here. (I
point out that I do not want Mr. Humphries back).

(3) If Mr. McCabe undertakes this new work, I feel he should
be left on it and not withdrawn after the first initial

surveye.

(4) If Mr. McCabe undertakes the course in Rabaul,or is
transferred to Buin, Kieta will be left without a Patrol
Officer. Having eséablished the Patrol Post at Boku
and Kunua, I do not think it is good Administration to
withdraw officers from these for posting to the more
settled areas, and I think you will agree with me.

Pending your advice on whether it will be possible to post
two other experienced mer. here, I have made the following tenta-
tive plans in an endeavour to carry out your wishes.

(a) Mr. McCabs will proceed to Rabaul on the 24th
October \the same aircraft as I shall travel on
to go to the Conference in Moresby).

(b) Mr. McCabe will remain in Rabaul intil 14+th Nov-
ember, returning to Sohano per DC3 on that day.

(¢) I shall have four days in Rabaul prior to going to
Moresby and can gain some knowledge of require-
ments. If you concur, I could remain in Moresby
after the conference for a few days prior to re-
turning to Rabaul and here to confer with you and
the Chief Native Authorities Officer.

IR L.

— e e
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(d) During the first week in December, Mr, MeCabe

and I will conduct a survey of Buka Islands
| prior to submitting my recommendations.

I regret being unable to carry out the survey before early
December because my commitments until then are:-

|
|
| (1) October 15th to 19th:- Fead Islands.
|

(11) October 24th to Nov.7th (or 14th) :- Confer-
ence in Moresby.

(i11) DNov.17th:- District Advisory Council Meeting.

(iv) November 22nd to 29th:- Inspection of Buin,
Kieta & Wakunai -

Will you please advise by signal if I may expect any more
staff so that I can finalise arrangements.

In conclusion, I again repeat that I consider Mr. McCabe
suited for the work and trust we can arrangs for him *o du it.

B e
4 ’/(K. o SRttt
Digtrict Commissioper
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| following last yeaT

IERRITORY OF PAPUA AND IEW GUINEA

oub=District Office
Buka Passage, it
BOUGAINVILIE.

1st June,1955
The District Commissioner,
ROHANO
PATROL REPORT SOH.10 OF 1954/55.
NISoAN AD PINIFEL I LANDS
Conduct the Patrol:- B.A.Melabe, a/A.D.O.

Area Patrolled:- Nissan and Pinipel Islands.
Objects of the Patrol:~ Census.

Routine administration,
Payment remaining War Damage claims and
CeS«Be business.

Durstion:- May 2nd to May 8th, - 7 days.

Personnel accompanving:- Mr,.D.B.Carlisle, Cadet Patrol Officer,
> members of R.P.& I1.G. Constabulary.

1. IEE%QQQQIIOH
is patrol was a routine census and administration one, and

followed up 2 visit at the end of August last year (Patrol Report
SOH.1 of 1954/55). The party travelled in !’.V.'HORK" owned by
Wong You & Co., merchants and traders, and as he was on a short
business trip and did not wish to delay more than a few days, the
patrol vas again rather compressed. However, with the keen
assistance of lMr.Carlisle, Cadet Patrol Officer, census was
completed and routine aspects satisfactorily covered.

1 .
May ggg.Monday Patrol party departed sohano per M.V."HORN" at
1 pems, collected ecargo,and Mr.Poole boa;dcﬂgat

Chinatown, then proceeded Pororan, arriving 5 DPele
Anchored and visited Mission and village.
3rd Tuesday Weighed anchor 5.30 a.m. for Nissan. Sea calmg
Arrived 1 Pelley met FI‘.BrOShahan at Plantation.
Proceeded to Mapiri and Tanamalit with Mr.Poole
on his motor cycle, to arrange patrol. Camp made
at large Mapiri bakery building. Mapiri census
ané inspection.
Lth Wed. Census and inspection of Yotchebot, Tanaheran and
Tapongal (11oCabe)s Teruatap and visit to Tungol
Mission (Carlisle). Returned tc camp MAPIRI.
C.5.Be business %;teviggng. s R snie 2
y nsus of Tanamal on and Siaken. s ¢
ot gguit held at 5IAKEﬁ p.m. Te alleged rape case.
C.5Be and War Damage in evening,
giar, Balil and sirot visited.

Poriwon, calipen
g:g ?giday Mg.Carlisle 1£ HéRN to Pinipel for census and
fia inspection. Mr,McCabe investigated and traversed

Application at Mapiri. P.M.Village officials
Eggfeggnce, followed by cursory inspection local

ves
8th sunday %:gart;d 8 a.,m. for sohano via Kessa passage,

arriving 8 peMe

u‘%mmu‘ : it was apparert in the people
; n this patrol, 2 1ivelier spir n

vidence of greater activity aroun
and this was slso reflected in eweeor?e it & roved state of health

the villages. This':smggggzgliampaign, and indeed a number of

.




;
people said they had been greatly benefited by the same. : ,'%

The NISoAN community is an em

S5 mmunity is an eminently cuntented one. Food

sugp}%es have been s2tisfactory over the year, and there is a . 2

mo e% 1level of cash earning, gradually rising with minor new =

plantings coming into bearing. However, the people are much less }
i

enterprising than the Buka people,for example.

’
Stability has been reached in villare welfare over the ast \ §
year following the des tructive hurricane in December, 1952 . )

There is very little litigation or complaints, and even among
themselves, there secems to be few quarrels. Combined with an
amicable nature are very sensitive feelings,to the point of being
"thinskinned".

—
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i

A L s b i

g An urnusual case was the suicide by hanging of a young married
& women, LAUR at Yotchebot village. No account could be given for
this, ard no explaining circumstances could be discovered.

i ' A case of alleged rape upon a young girl in Balil village was
9 enquiréd into, and a native hes been committed for trial.

AR

- -
S i ST e @ s
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The isolatic: of the atoll is broken by occasicnal passage of
shipping and a n.mber of young men usually talke the opportunity to
; Ireland.

L ‘% o off to work, principally in New Britain and in HNew
N iE Appendix "A" to this report, Mr.Carlisle has submitted an i

Y appreciation of affairs in a number of villages of NIScAN, and
04 those on Pinipel. ‘

e
L Y - -
-

k. There has been considerable general improvement since last l

B patrol. Housing has been rebuilt off the ground though sometimes ; P
i rather crudely in the north of the island. 5ago thateh is still in Tt B
o short supply in several villages, 2s though the people planted up

‘. fresh supglies, the free-running pigs rooted many young suckers oule

% Consequently, many roofs are in poor condition. Many of the people
o sti11 have large savings Bank eredits from War Damage Compensation,
A and a considerable number were persuaded to put their money into a

5 * ~und to purchase a bulk shipment of galvanised iron roofing, to be

P g S < >
IR -
R —

M- gl - - -
TR EIE G L e
FitieotS P

. divided up proportionately when received., With £168 collected last 5
Be - | year, there is now £1202 in the fund (including £775 from the , '
s abandoned truck project). The purchase and distribution of the iron

is being arranged by sub-district office.

———

C t Most of the contributors came from 5IAKEN, LIHON, MAPIRI and
b0 TANAMALIT villages. With the salvaged sawn timber available, Fthis
will conserve thatch supplies for the benefit of those who cannot ‘
afford iron. The latter have been instructed to buy thateh material

&, 17 necessary to improve housing.

| Clearings have been expanded sroumd villages, and ecoconut groves
- established thereon, as advised previomsly. The sanitation and |
. appearance of villages 15 Y oh improved. Pigs appear to be better ,
2 8 econtrolled than pefore, but a few pigowners tend to neglect control B
g - to the detriment of village gardens. Consequently, it was eriphasized

B that with the promulgation of Reg.101A against plg trespass, 1 2rsons
pooting any pigs running wild and doing damagee.

s
——

were justified in s

T™he area which needs most attentlon now, as indicated in

Mr.Carlisle's report, is PINIPEL Island, If our own transport is
available, t;e ngxt ﬁatrol might vell spend a longer period here to

advise the people and put work in hand.

\') E OFF
The genera
their duties re

; sta;dard of officials is fair, and attention to
asonables The MAPIRI Luluai RAMEL appears to be one

of the most cooperative and able officials.

A
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. with flour in tho bread.

* - >

3e

¢ £1 r m - ~
LIU‘?IiJjI.; IETI:;c’ad‘-u?tgl‘,~o£1LALII' is acting in poslition of Luluai, as
E 5 aged, an w11l be recommended for promotion if he proves
suitable. He has been an efficient official, .
A conference of all Nissso inls IAPIR )
discussed various mntfo;s éf~v21?££;C;:ﬁ§ - ‘QEIJF-d?rtNL—7tr
~1ant 1lines of coconuts aleng th o e T Tae Sgrend A8
£ Rl conuts alceng the roacs, especially as this would
eep t nges clear, which at present become overgrown., The '
jdea of purchasing iron roofing was supported. Copra production
grove maintenance and agrienlture were also dealt with,as also ’
control of pigs. The idea of obtaining large canoe hulls from the
matnland and having them towed over was mooted as there are very
few decent siz2d canoes on the island, but the officials maintained |
that suitable large trecs existed on the island. Apparently energy |
has been lacking to ccnstruet good canoes previously.

6, CENLU

It is once again pleasing to report an appreciable increase in
population, from 1670 in June 195% to 1710 in May 1955, corresponding
to an annu 1 increase cf 2.6°approximately. i

e

Raviewing the statistics for a previous period, it is noted
that the population has ricem from 1612 in December 1952-January
1953, hence the rising trend seems steady.

Birth and Death statistics for the past § years since May
1950 are tabulated nercunder:-

Dec.52/Jan.53 i
(31 months period) 137 90 1612 4
June 7954 “
(18 months) Ol 41 1670 |
May 1955 70 35 1710 ;‘
00D AND AGRICULT . 5

1

Oceapional inspections of pardens showed that gardens are of

sufficieﬁ% size considering these people obtain a large part of

their diet fronm seafoods and coeconuts and food-trees.

A good variety of cerops are grown, raro being the staple. Yam
and mami, banana, tapioeca follow in importance, but kaukau does not
thrive in most plazes. It was stated that the taro, vhich had

suffered from disease, was doing better, &cept in prolonged wet

SPGIISo ﬁi ;

as mentioned in previous reports, the soil is not rich
as 1;T23§§h nzvertheless the favourable climate and drainage com=
pensates a’deal, and crops are reasonable. The menace of pigs,
mainly domestic, seens to be better controlled nowe

3 in and corn 1s grovn, but the supply of ~uropean
Veggﬁagggspgngoor. It will be endeavoured to have a supply of
seeds made available, but there is no reason why these cannot be

(and thu