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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NIEW GUINEA

PATROL KEPORT

|
’ L R Milne. Bay...... Report No..1=65/66............ ccooovioovve oo,
f Patrol Conducied by..................... Bod s BEED.. Bobrol OLLACOT i
;‘ Area Putrolled........ Su3r Census Division . e
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans......... I Ve A s it g
Natives.............. s e S T
Duration—From..19/..2../19.©%.10..20./..8.. 19..63
Number of Days............. L7 R A
Did Medical Assistant Accompany ?....Na.............
Last Patrol to Area hy—District Services......../.8.../1964...
Medical L. Ll PL7 e /1964&...
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’k Objects of Patrol...... Annual.Census,. Inspection. Council Projects, . ..
B Council Election Propoganda, General Administration
b, DIRECTOR OF DISTRICT SERVICES
AND NATIVE AFFAIRS,

PORT MORESBY.
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Departmect of District Adiinistration,
Samarai Sub-Ristrict,

67-1-3 P PR
District Commissioner,
Milne Bay D.strict,
SAMARAIL.
SUAY_PAJROL No. 1 OF 1965/66

1 at:tachk three copies of a R(?Ort covering the above
patrol submitted by Mr, (. Reid, Patrol Officer,

24 The deliay 2f six wevks between the completion of the
patrol and the submission of uhis Report appears unreascnable,

although I am informed that in the interim Mr. Reid has completed
another patrel.

3, Some comments follow:

HATIVE AFFAIRS.
(a) It is pleasing to note the continuing
pro-Administration attitude of taese people.

(b) A bricx-making machine has since heen

gurehalid and two men are in Port Moresby being truicad in

rick mekir- and laying. Estimated brick costs are £1k - £15
per 1,000, ' this regard I would recommend that:

(i) Accurate records of the costs involved be
kept, including wages, materials (if any),
dopreciation and so forth, over a trial period,
to determine the exact production costsj

(11) Bricks should be sold to Cowneil constit-
uents at cost price, as a servieces

(111) Briecks should be sold to sther buyers
with an on-cost, and dealt with in accordance
with Local Government Financial Memnrandum No. 3
of ath M" 19°5o

Council approval and appropriate resolutions
will be needed in due cc.irse,

POLITICAL 31%UATION.

The Cecyneillor refered to in the last paragrapn of this
section is beléfved to be un active suppnorter of a weil known

political figure representing this area,
AGRICULTURE,

It 1s perhaps unfortunate that coffee plantings were
encouraged at this stage, however, the fact remains that the
plantings have taken place, and the problem of carriage
remains. The Council will have Yo become more aware as time

goes on that greater pruportions of finances will nave to be
chegnelled in

under CENSU are to be persuaded to return., Thus a2 store -
shed may eventually be provided at Gadaisu for :offee, and
the Couneil boat (when purchased) could have re ular pick-up
dates, Seven hours maximum carry is not extra-ordinary by
Territory standards.

EDUCATION.

The problem of child labour will be “aken up with
the Pastor if similar reports eontinue.

grojocts to assist in the economic development
of the arug gar icularly if any of the absentees ( se¢ latsr

i oln,
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Unti) some means

elimate of the erea - by Council activl
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is found of raising the econemic
hgy or otheryise-

the problem of absentees will remalr. Nething can be

ed by sttempting

owns., The angwer nmust rest in the

APERNDIZ A~

to foree a stip t0 tho drift to the
s of those remaining.

Tnsigned. I presume that Form R.8. 1's have been sub-

mitted in respect of
GENERAL OB3ERVATIONS.

these Hembers,

The Report is well presented and marred only by several
spelling ~rrors, Numbering of runmz would assist
I returning Mr. Relds for Mnf;u.d
e. ’

comment. am

Allowsnce for an amendmeat of the number of days
as there is a variamee with his Pledd (!ficer's Joarn&l.

For your action

Mr, G, Reid
Po
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The Tistrist Cowyiselumer,
Hilne Ray Dictrigs.
&Nalad.

S
for your nescruniun 0letet of 21st
Jana iy, fmh patral report by lr, Reid,

N Your concente and those of Mr, Aldey have been

3. Mgy, Roid bogns ©0 huve &,2n% 3 month in the {ield
quite m:xﬂy ard ha:"gubfﬂ‘sto( nf interostiag and informoe
¢ive repart. e will co well to heed Wr, Alder's ¢loeing

4, 4 4n a pity thot the tronoport position wam Lot
inte Jarefully s'{m the Imm‘mxa g::n:muu peopia
to lunt coffee,
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The Director,
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Copy of relevant paper for your information, ;
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Department of District kdministration,
Samarai Svh-District,

Our Refercnce...... 80=3=3 . | 0L 1985 T deed Atk soes

If calling ask for

"H“" EPYCATION.

Distriet Commissionet,
Milne Bay District,

SAMARAT.

SUAUJ PATROT, No, 1 _OF 1965/66

I attach three copies of a Rpgort covering the ahove
patrol submitted by Mr., G. Reid, Patrol Officcr.

2. T™e delay of six weeks between “he completion of the
patrol and the submission of this Report apvears unreascnable,
although 1 am informed that in the interim Mr. Reld has completed
anothe> patrol.

3. Some comments follow:

NATIVE AFFAIRS.
(a) It is pleasing to note the continuing
pro-Administration attitude of these people.

(b) A brick-naking machine has since been
purchased, and two men are in Port Moresby being trained in
hrick making and laying. Estimated brick costs are £ik - £15
per 1,000, In this regard I would reccmmend that:

(i) Accurate records .{ the costs involved be
kept, including wages, materials (if any),
depreciation and so forth, over a trial period,
to determine the exact production costs;

(11) Bricks chould be sold to Council constit-
uents at cost price, as a service;

(iii) Bricks should be sold to other buyers
with an on-cost, and dealt with in accordance
with Local Government Finanecial Memorandum No. 3
of 8th June, 1965.

Council approval and appropriate resolutions
will be necded in due course.

POLITICAL SITUATION.

The Councillor refered to in the last paragraph of this
section is belsved to be an active supporter of a well known
political figure representing this area.

AGRICULTURE.

It is perheps unfortunate that coffee plantings were
encouraged at this stage, howvever, the fact remains that the
plantings have taken place, and the problem of carriage
remains. The Council will have to becomée more aware as time
goes on that greater proportions of Finances will have to be
channelled into projects to assist in the economic development
of the area articularly if any of the absentees { see later
under CENSUS ? are to be persuaded to return. Thus a store -~
shed may eventually be provided at Gadaisu for coffee, and
the Courcil boat (when purchased) could have regular pick-up
dates, Seven hours maxinum carry is not extra-ordinary by
Territory standaras.

The problem of child Jabour will he taken up with
the Pastor if similar reporcs continue.
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Until some means is found of raising the econcmic
climate of the area - by Council activity or otherwise-
the protlem of abseéntees will remain. Nothing can be
gained by attempting to for:e « stop to the drift to the
towns. The answer wust rest in the hands of those remaining.

Unsigned. I presume that Form R.S. 1's have been sub-
mitted in respect of these Members.

The Report is well presented and marred only by several
spelling errors. Numbering of paragraphs would assist
comment. I am returning Mr. Reids clagm for Camping
Allowance for an amendment of the number of days claimed,
as there is a variance with his Field 0fficer's Journal.

For your action please.

Mr. Ge Reid
Patrol Post v

SUAU.
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Assistant District Commissioner,

Sub-District Office,
SAMARAI

SUAU PATROL REPORT No.L o' 1965/66

¢ ¢ ®  TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NiW GUINEA
.
‘

i

Patrol Post,
SUATT, Fife Bay,

Milne Bay District
4th October, 1965

Patrol Conducted by:
Area Patrolled:
Personnel Accompanying:

»

Duration of Pasrol:
Numbei? of dg,r.:
Last Patrcl of Area:

Objects of :trol:
‘

Map Reference.

Contingenciss or camping allowance are attached.

G.J.REID, Patrol Officer.
SUAU Census Division.

2 R.,P.& N.&C., Members

1 Interpreter

2 agricultural Field assistants
(part)

19/7/65 to 30/8/65

31 dams

August, 1964

Annual Census, Inspeciion of

Local Government projects, Council
Election propoganda, General
Administration.

Fourmil series of Abau.

g

.J Reid)
ol Officer




INTRONUCTION

The patrel was carried out in the Suwauv Census
vivision of the Bamarai Sub-uvistrict. The Census division .
located along the vouth-East Coast of Papua between the
Villages of ILODILO and GADAISU.

The main objects of the patrol were, the annual
Census &and propaganda for the Suau Iocal Gowernment Council
elections to be held in November of this year. The patrol
afforded me with the opportunity to inspect all Council
prcjectd A full report on the Council projects is attached
as appendix "B" to this report.

All Villages and hamle'is i1 the area were visited
and th> patrol staycd overnight in all but two villages.

NATIVR AFFAIRS

(a) Reception cf the Patrol.

The patrol was greeted with a general show of
enthusiasm in all Viliiages, and Rest Houses had been gaily
decorated for the occasion. Ever;help was given to the Patrol
personnel throughout the patrol.’

No difficulty was experienced in obtaining &i#
obbetndmyy—transport, whether .t be in the form of carriers
or canoces.

(b) Villages

The standard of housing in all Villegzes was satisfactory

and in some cases excellent. Houses are generally large and
roomy and in a number of cases have large verandas. Tables and
chairs are also evident in a number of Villages.

Iron roofing for houses is becoming more and mo:'e
popular throughout the area and the majority of Villages have
at least one or two iron roof houses providing water catchment
areae for the pzorle.

A request wa  made to me to help in the purchase

of £400 worth of corrugated iron for housing at CAVAIA Village.

The pmaXp people wished to use the iron for walls as well as
roofing. As the Village is siivated on the water front, I
advised against thic purchase as thie iron would probably rust
away after two or threc years. Thne people were informed of the
possibility of purchasing cement bricks from the Council if
they wished to improve their present housee. As the Village
has a trained bricklayer they will be s£ble to construct low
cost brick houses and so save considerable time and money

in maintenance. Great interest was shown in this proposal by
the people and it is hored to implement it in the nnt to
distant fubure.

The considerable improvememt in the standard of
hous#éng is a direct result of the enforcement of the Council
Housing rule by Councillors. Trees and flowers planted during
the last patrol have improved the Village environments and
this together with the imprroved housing presents an overall

-

satisfactory picture of che standara of Villages 1n th

(2) Commercial Activity

Co-operative Societies throughout the arca remain
very popular with the people and all appear to be in sound
fimaxixx financial position.
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Commercial Activity(Cont.)

fhe advent of a second fishing boat at KONEMA.
has increased asctivity in the prawning industry and catc.es
up tc 7,000 1lbs are now being made. The industry, which is
owned and opera.ed by Emropeanc, cruid help to increase the

income of ths local Villasgers by oiffering employmen®’ and bay‘ng

seafoode, padbticular-ly mud craBs, from them.

Numerous trading licenees ervre held by Papuers
throughout the area. The majcrity of these Uore. are just
hoidling their own agair %t competition from kuropesn owned
stcres and Cc-operativ s.

POLITICAY SITCsTION

The peoplég interest in the Suau Local Governm:at
Counzil Las not greatly increased ove: the past year Jue
meinly to the lackadeisical attitude ~f the pxmswk present
Councillors. Attendan-e &t meetings unave heen poor and one
Councillor has already been dismissed for failure to attend
meetings.

The Council Executive committes has feiled bauly
in is job and has not visited Council projects for over
8 months. Coustant efforts )iave been made to induce them “o
procsed on patrol but ull voese afforte have failed. It was
pleasing to note that tne peop.e were zlsc reclising thst the
Jouncillors were faiiing ipn their work and numerovs qu« btions
were acked about the work of Councillors. It is expectea
that some changes will be made during the Councili KElestions
to be held in November.

Electioa propaganda was given at all Villages and
the peonle were informed as to the duties of Iocel Governmeat
Councillors and s to their responsibility to elect
representatives who will work hard for their Village. Generally
tbe peoplc howe & understandiny as to whav is required of
@ Counciilors. and 23 mentioned abcve some changes egpear
likely foilowing a certair amount of dsscontent with their
present Cco-cillors.

Reports 2. iwlitical mee..ngs 'ere received ¢t
Konemaiavsa. It appcwys tnat a Councillor aas been harangu‘&nx
the pecple on independance. The maiter is being wat “ed with
interost but at the moment the meetings appe” Lo be jquite
harmless aad are perhapse doing some good a3 far as Polightecal
Deveiopment goes.

ASGRICULTURE
The mair economic c2op in the Buau area 13 Uopra.
Produciion over the last 12 =-~athe, and In the last 6 months
pevticulariy, hau jncreased considerably due to the high prices
bulng received by the producer. .

The establishmert of sn extensior station at Fife
Bay by the L.partment of Agriculture Las gr§atly increased
activity in the field uf agri~zlturai extension thronzhout
the sreu. The lepuctment's Field Workers, together with cEC
Gounc L1l agrisultural Assi-tants, have been oun consant pgurol
for the lsst six months heliping the peoplc with new plantings
and improving smoke bouses. The Field Workerg are %o Dbe
congra’lated for their enthusiacm and bherd ynrk. fheir
w>rk has revived iateress iu the Jillage Aer cultural :
G -upittees which consequently h=ae resulted in u.ore work hulm
carrizd out on viliage coconmt plentiations, the majority of
which were found tou be caean and widy.
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AGRICULTURE@ont. ) ‘

Coffee is al®® grown in the area at I"ULAL, VIO,
WADADA, ard KONDU and KWAIOA area. The last four mentioned
villages are in the sad positioun of having good Coffee ‘
gardens but no wneans of transporting their Coffee to the 1 f
Coast for shipment to market. /io is et least 7 hours walk
fax from GADAISU, the nearest shipping point. It is almost
impossible to carry the Coffee ovut with carriers and so it
is now rotting in the Village. This position shows lack
of foresight end plinning by some departments in enconraging ’
plantings in these areas. There is a poesiblity thot KWAIOA ‘
will be able to transport their Coffee out through the
BUHUTU area if thd development of *he bagarai timber lease ¢ !
comes up to expectations. Before increamed planting is
encouraged hy the Department, the problemi‘u:anspnr+ation
must be seriously looked at to ascertain if ineressed
planting would be eccnomical. From my study of the area aud
the problems euvclved I would not recommend further planting
in the Vio, Kondu and Wadada areas aud would await the Buhutu
development beforre advising increased planting in the Kwaioa
area.

1

LN S &

T ——

Although tl.e position 1- grim in the inland areas,
Coffce at IPULAI =ppeurs to be € ¢nomic proposition. The
peorle are at present saving morn to puirchase a Coffee
pulping machine and all augurs well for the future.

e g

LAND

Three lsad investisations woere carried out by the ?f
Patrol, at IIOITO, NAVABY and nONEMAIAVA, In each case the
Suau local Government Council has applied for a leuse fmx of
land for Aid Pos% sights i: the three villages. It had Lsen hoped
to complete two other land juvestigations during the tatrel,
one at BOROAI and the other at SIBALAI, hcwever the owners of
| the Boroasi land were away in Port Moresby and insufficient
l time meé8nmived in the Sibalai investigation being left uncoupleiea.

| &

e St

Three land Disputies were Lruu¢nc to the notice of the !q
patrol, two of these were of a ménor nature and & scitliemamt, | &
able to both sides, was achieved. The third disp.te was :
iﬁi‘ in abeyance awaiving the return of one of the disputing
party from Port Moresby. Th*s dispute, on initial §mquirtes,
appears to be & mejor one whiih will have te go befors Li-
Lard Compissioner.

Twe applications were made under the Lands 7T'itle
sonwversion Nrdinance. One of these was investigated «nd
the aprlication 3nbmitied. The second application, made by
a resideht of SUABINA village will be investigated uvpon the
reccipt of a further supply of application forms.

MEDICAL AND HE/LTH

The medical situation throughout the area is good,
and the people are served hy 5 Ald postis. these are situvated
at Navabu, doroai, Konemaiave, Ilollo and Suau Island. Four
of tne Aid Posts have beer Council projects and she Fifth, |
at Suau Island, a Government run Aid Post.

The Icndon Misiionary Scciety runs a Hoppital at
¥ | Fife bBay irn .harge of a nursing Sister. Trhe Sister and Nurses
attached to the Hospital carry out monthly infant Welfare
patrols throughou¢ the ar.a.

The Manager of Gada._cw Plantation is ..ow in receipt
of a drug subsidy rrom the Administrati-n and the people of the
avea ctn now receive medical tr9utment wilhout baving to

undergn the long walk to Kon¢ alava.
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EDUCATION

There are four Government Schools in the area at
Gadeisu, Konemaiave, Fife Bay and S;balai these together
with the five recognized Missioﬁ;"élve a good coverage of
the area. 116 children were record as attending Government
Schoole and <51 attending Mission Schools. These figure
result in approximately 37% of chilaren between the ages of
5 and 15 attending school.

The practice of Mission Teachers using small children
for heavy manual labour after school hovrs has caused some
resentment amongs. the people of Savaic village. Teachers
have been warned that the practice of using 5 and 6 year olds
for carrying heavy bags or copra will not be tolerated in the
fubure. The Mission have the belieZ: tuav the Children must
pay for their education, out the ¢ ryin oi Copra by young
children over long distances ig net, in my opiniovn, a wery
satisfactory of ir relling payment.

MISSIONS

The London Micsiouary Society or Papua Ekalasia, is
the main Mission in the area and “r influence is very strong.
It hsas its Headquarters at T'ife Bay, where a theological
8% 2 is situated. The staff consists of 4 Europoans and
5 ans. e majority of Villages bave represéintatives ifrom
th. .ission, usually in the form Of Pastors.

There are two other Missions represenved in the area,
+hey are the Kwato Mission at Boroai and the Anglican Mission
at Kwaioa. These infuence does not extend beycwd these Villages.

The London Mis."ion Society remains ry pro-Administ-
ration and every help was given the patrol by ats representatives.

ROADS AND BRI =9

The _ition of roads throughout the area were
found %o be Batl.eJlactory.

The only vehicular road in the area is from
Gadaisu Plantation to Laimc?o Village, & distance of
approximately 2 miles. Proposals have been pul forward to
axtend this road to Mariawatte Plantation. The feasibllity of
the scheme, along the presnt proposed route, is questionable.

Whilst in “he area the people
congtruction of bridges over
would be beyond the capacity
was examined approximately 2
here the rivcrs are fordable
most satisfactory solutiomn.

pointed out that the

the Buedbina and La‘modo Rivers
of hand labour. A second routa
miles inland from the coast,
and this would appear to be “he

The question of the rwa.ioa Airfield was disqussed
with the people and the besults of these discussions will
te forwarded under separate memorandume.

interest is again
Mariaswatte strip but whether
near future is hard to say.

regularly at BONABOMA to servicec the new prawning industry.

QENSUS
The Annual. Census

by the patrol, «nd attendances were good., The complete
Censug figures for the area are attached to this report.

being shown in the Suatina/
work will commence in the
the Catalina now calls

was COHJUCU“” in all Villages




CENSUS (Cont.)

The total population of the area is 5,048 which
shows an increase of 29 over last years figures. The nuuber
of births totaled 143 whilst 114 deaths were recorded. The
increase ia births over last year can be attributed to the
work of the infant welfare staff. The increase in the death
rate from 1.3 to 2.5 per 100 can be partly attributed to the
unnatural cold weather experienced this year, which has
contributed to the death of a large number of old people.

There still remains a large uumber of people away
at work outside the area, the total this vear being 655,
although a decreass over last years figrre, *his causes a
conriderable social problem when young marriea .'~men e
deserted in the Villages and lLittle or no support is being
received oy vhem from their husbands, the majority of who are
employed in Port Moresdy.

LAW and JUSTICE

The Court for Native Matters was convened once
during the patrol and a conviction was made under section
161 (a) of the native Regulatvions. Various minor complaints
were delt with by the patrol and all settled out of court.

Generally the people of the area are law abiding
and the majority of offencsas are of a ménor nature.

CONCLUJION

Mgo
The Busu has ar economical potential which is net
being fully oxploieod at the moment. The last year hat¢ shown
an inerease in new plantings and in production and it is
hoped that this will continue in the future. This avenue of
income could be further exploited if the drift of young men
into the towns could be stopped.

The Council bas let the people down due o the
Jeuneillors not cereyin, out their duties. It .s hoped that
this pocitvion will improve after the mle:tions in November when
it is expected that some of the older Councillors will lomse

their scats. \
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APPENQ Ix " A "

- Report on Members of the ROEaI Papuan and Hew Guinea
‘yonstabulary

Reg. N0.7740 Conastable let Class AWALU

' A sound level headed FPoliceman who conducted
hinself in a most satisfactory manner.

RegeNo.10314 Constable BORIJGAWA

by A good bushmen and a real trier whose conduct was
excell!enu tnruughout the patrol.
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AR ARPENDIX "B"
& REPORT ON_3UAU _LOCAL GOVHRNMENT COUNCIL PROJECES

(&) BONARUA WATER TANK.

This project is now fully completed and the people
receivirg full Jenefit from it.

(b) IiQILO AID POST
Project now completed. F3ople have shown
conniderable pride in the Aid Post and have planted flower
A gardens and lawn around the outside.
8 (c) SIBAZAI 5.HOOL
? i:” At the time of inspection only minox work ramained
} ﬁ to be carried out on the Office., Once again the pecple have

shown considerable interest in the project and have worked
extremely hard on the cleeriug and construction of a playing

area for the children. Work wes due tc¢ coumence ¢ two Jdormitories
« week after the patrcl left the area.

(d4) ¥AVABU AID POST
Thig building still recuires the wator tank to
be connected and cuttering to be completed.

(e) COUNCIL JOUSE - L[SUDAU

' ; ' Walls only to b constructed. The Council brick
4 ¢ machine arrived recently and it is hoped to have the walls
¥ completed within two months.
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s L9 (£) AID POST - KONEMATAVA

% 7 : Requires tank to be connected and uttering to
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 be completed. A smell emount of cement work has to~“be carr d out
on the floor.
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¢g) AID POST - BOKOAT

i i 8 Once agein the Tank to be connected and gutte ing
- to, be coumpleted. This is by far the cleanest Aid Post in the .

area and ' the surrounding area has been graveled and flowers
planted. ; ' :
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