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DEALERS, IN LUMBER 

Jlr :Bd Fletcher • San Di aso 1 Cal., 
l4y dear lfr Fletcher: • , 

Yours ot the 
·ncloaed. 

Aa I c· • 
wer ot re than 
San 12~eso ,J,t course 
ginni~t only th rominetlt facti are clearly retain ; . rq . 
m1nd.ft>t . . · . 

.;Q/ During the Tery early daya Of 18~69 aDd the beg:J.rmiDg Of · the. 
ext dec~!___!}!_e water for the town waa provided trom a ·w-11 on :B •:t·. 
ear firat~~waa hauled in water carte to the hou·~· · and ·~ld trom 

( 
buck eta., ETery one had a water barrel then, and many were proTljJ-.4 .. · .. 
with ollaa tor cooling "the water. Joseph '1'aeker, tmcl a man ... namQolte 
owned the well and distributed the water. You· can find . Tasker at · ~;.; .. · 
presen~t 35'0 9th street, and he will interest ,-ou sre.atly in ·r.ela• . . . · 
ting the early water hiator,y of San Diego,for he has been here loa&er·. . - .. ... .. than I have. . . 1 .' .. ~ • • \ • .:· • 

There were quite a number ot wind milla in .~ho"ae early . 
d~a, with t8llka from which water was piped into the houaee.,. and ~~~ens~ 

In the early aeTentiee ·a wel~ was d~g Jor bored at the ~outh · 
ot the 11th street canyon aa you know, and water waa pumped i~to a . · 
small reservoir and piped into :the city. Along .abo.ut 18~ a qompany 
was formed of which Jacob Gruendilce waa the president ~4 ·pfinci~- ·. · · 
ple owner and welle were sunk ·in the San Diego river . and a pipe(probe:A 
a six inch one) laid up over the hill to a reservoir ·on ·titth .juet 
south ot the Choate residence n~ar Hawthorn a~e. .The city, w.as . B~P.~ .. . 
plied f'rom thia syatem for ma.ny years, until the, San Dieso . flume . waa 
constructed. I do not remember juat who the principala ·1n the .latt 
system were, but I know that Robinson and Theodore·,s· fan~k'e wer., ao 
tively interested in 1 t. Probably · Kr llaraton.' m&l' r.emember abo-ut · th 
and there must be data somewhere on tile r ardi 'alli .. tilese· matt---

I in Arizona. t tour 7eara · · linti 18.83 ~ -.LI.ILiL. v."'~"··a: ,.., ..... ..,.""' 
1 ro aa . er ea~i . .} :tta~.~~~ ........... ;r..;~cj~,.;( 

vuGtt the ike tern · -.ret to e tu 
ter to . . .·. c c1urlng . . . time, r. t9r .• 1~ 
hope . u will oallfon Jlr T · ~rla• ~~~ ~~ · l "·J;ou, 

of e t, eape all7 of the Teey .e,arly drqe: ot: S~ ~D~i~ea~o~]~~~~~~~~~!~ 

WII,4JA .. W. OAII.OII; .. ,., ... u.,, ... ra.altiiiHO w•. a. Mu•a•• ••••n••t. ••• ,.,. ..... . 
'"'"'~~' Mo,.ar, .... ......_ ..... "•••• c. a, Drxo•• .Ae•T ••....,••• 

8AH DIEGO, CALtrORN1A • 

.. 

d. ear 
27th ult. 

tiiis ;vou 
:Correct. The 

. /1 

amueins inoident•)I remember that on the 
. 

r--..., e:lon ot the oel~bration ot the adTent ~t the flume water, a gre_at 

·~ro~ .S~t:ta•r!'d. ~P in: ~hjark _ud. t~o. toroe waa turned on amu oheer• 
uul bu4 auaio 1 uid it oame out later that the connection had not 

I " ; 11 • • . . 
,,;q<,, ..... ,• •• "li\1 ·oo~l?.te~ ai~ut it .··~ th~ same . ~id. river water_ that waa 

.......... praiee• ~. and plaudi't .• ot the C?rowd •. · .. 
I to • to 

l • • 

~~ ..... ,. .. reterri~ · to the poor quality ot tbe water :ln early 

an _original aneod,ote at ' an Expoeiti~n bancaue·t one night . .,., . .,.,, 



Ed Fletcher Papers

1870-1955

MSS.81

Box: 72 Folder: 16

Writings and Interviews - Water History - "Oldtimers"
interviews and letters re history (see also R. Choate
and T. Van Dyke correspondence) - Morse, Philip

Copyright: UC Regents

Use: This work is available from the UC San Diego Libraries. This digital copy of
the work is intended to support research, teaching, and private study.

Constraints: This work is protected by the U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.).
Use of this work beyond that allowed by "fair use" requires written permission of
the UC Regents. Permission may be obtained from the UC SanDiego Libraries
department having custody of the work (http://libraries.ucsd.edu/collections/mscl/).
Responsibility for obtaining permissions and any use and distribution of this work
rests exclusively with the user and not the UC San Diego Libraries.


