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. Mr Bd Fletcher,
San Diego,Cal.,
My dear Mr Fletcher:-

Col, Ed Fletcher,
[ ' |

Yours of the }W-rcg\e:vod,with copy of your latte .t.g%fr San Diego,Cal.,

Ma.not:m enclosed.

/ .. As 1 came §o San Die My dear Colonel:-

San Diego,of course I have seen opemen e in reco:lpt L your fave® ofsthe 27th ult,
ginni t only the prominefit facts are clearly retaindd-in my | ,%‘
mind. | Q{noo w _ting you before % havé consult
Durins the very early days of 1869 and the beginning of the | |
/ next docﬂa.%g e water for the town was provided from & well on B st. o~ D; D and fTind 1-, at the data I ‘_g you was i the m
/ near firs was hauled in water carts to the houses and sold from

buckets. Every one had a water barrel then,and many were provi

= 1rn . well was loca di on Front g}reet end hnve beel on C st in
with ollas for cooling the water. Joseph Tukor and & man named ,Hoke - : : 1Y

' owned the well and distributed the water. You can find Tasker at | i¥ f- °g B bu‘%dlr r“ii can inform you sbout ‘that.l think 1t was-on
presentat 350 9th street,and he will interest you greatly in rela- STy i1

! ting the early water hiatory of San Diego,for he has been here longer B Stroot.
than I have.
! There were quite a number of wind mills in those early
'- days, with tanks from which water was piped into the houses and gardens,
/ In the early seventies 'a well was dug or bored at the mouth
of the 1lth street canyon as you know,and water was pumped into a
f small reservoir and piped into the c:lty. Along about 187% a company
was formed of which Jacob Gruendike was the president and princi- Js z
ple owner and wells were sunk in the San Diego river and a pipe(probad
a 8ix inch one) leid up over the hill to a reservoir on fifth just
south of the Choate residence near Hawthorn st. The city was sup=-
plied from this system for many years,until the San Diego flume was
constructed. I do not remember just who the principals in the latter
system were,but I know that Robinson and Theodore S8 Vandyke were sc-
tively interested in it. Probably Mr Marston may remember about thi.l,
and there must be data somewhere on file regardinf all these matters:
I we in Arizona foyr four years from 1879 until 1883.::14
: 2 | rormoo ~4he pater Question-for thdt peniod AUTS
ttheGedikostmwh 3 refée edtoa - fur L‘
1 thé/mater fo tho cilty during thgt time, ghd for LY :lm/l
hope ypu will callon Mr Tukor/ &8 he can t#l1 ou
of nta t,especially of the very early days of San Dugo.

e

In regard to amusing incidents,I remember that on the occe=
sion of the c'ele'bra.tion of the advent of the flume water a great
crowd gathered up in thepark and the force was turned on amid cheers
and band imno.a’nd it came out later that the connection had not

been 'oomploted and it was the same o0ld river water that was receiving

D /
the praises and plaudits of the crowd.

In referritg to the poor quality of the water in early

f Ftinel/l told an original anecdote at an Exposition banquet one night
SEIEe) ¢ was to the offeot that the water was so inferior that we

‘?'ffund to bou it a long um} and then filter it and let it stand

"-_-':iiéifovor n!.ght ;) and thon drink something oho. |
S N 2 g you 17111 get Smythe's history at the library you will finA_
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Yours vory truly, e D
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Ed Fletcher Papers
1870-1955
MSS.81
Box: 72 Folder: 16

Writings and Interviews - Water History - "Oldtimers"
interviews and letters re history (see also R. Choate
and T. Van Dyke correspondence) - Morse, Philip
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