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ABSTRACT

The dissertation is based on two years of research among the Fol
people of the Southern Highlands District, Territory of Papua and New
Guinea. The thesis focuses ‘upon three damains of activity--land owner-
ship and use of others' land, contributions to shell payments and
the distribution of those payments, and residence in village houses.
Most of these activities are conceived by the Fol as patterned by rela-
_ tions of agnatic clanship, It is better, however, to describe these
activities in terms of ego-focused recruitment than in terms of bounded
patrilineal descent groups. In any particular éctivﬂ_.ty. the cooperating
set of individuals is recruited from t.he network of social ties which
suTounds one or more focal individuals. Ties of agnatic clansh:-lp to the
focal individuals are only one possibility for recruitment among a larger
set of possibilities, which includes land-sharing ties and patron-client
ties. Docision models are formulated for each activity, to describe the
factors which determine cooperation for that activity between close ag-
nates, clanmates (putative agnates) or non-clanmates. These models are
then tested by their ability to replicate a corpus of cases.

Cooperation in the various domains of activity considered is showm

to be processually interrslated. Betwsen clanmates as well as others,
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