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AR cxlended patrol vo the Nembi is
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Contingencies for Camping Allowance
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Territory of Papua and New

. GS $ MG,

.
PATROL REPORT MENDT NO. 1956/57, File Not 30/1 -
* "y :
HPURT OF A PATROT TO THE
EEMET RIVER VALLEY.
b PATROL CONKDUCTEL DY:te Gordon Smith, Patrol Cfficer,
' ARZA PATROTLED:- Upper NEMBT River,
DURATION QF PATROL:- From the 13th Decemuer, 1956,
to the 21st December, 1956.
PATROL ACCOMPAIIED EY:-
Mr, G.J. #org. Cadet Patrol Officer. .
Mr, J. Stevens, Cadet Fileld Medical Assistant,
Reg. No. 2091 Cpl, PATANU,
L n 7833 (Const., XOMBOT.
» " 835 . MAVE,
" " 98 " UNAMBT,
- " o144 . PELIKA.
" " 3R n SANT, 3
. " R188 " WAMBIA.
" " Q437 “ OGUMAGAT,
; " " 6103 " VIi.
y " 6400 " WAINO.
QBJECTS OF PATROL,
1. . TEQUTKY TNTO THE CAUSE OF REPORTED FTGHTING T¥ THE
REMBI VALILEY.
3
' ¢ 2. NATTVE ADMTNISTREATTON TN OTHER AREAS.

MAP REFERINGE:
SEB SKETCH MAP OF AREA PATROITID,




INTRODUCTION,

s

Durtng the past vear reporte have been received at the
\ . o .-y -
District Off'ice MENDT, of tribal fighting in the NEMBI wvalley.
These reports at first Aid not apnear too cerious an@ byreason of
the everpresent staff shortapgee no vielt was made to the groups
g engaged in tribal fighting until mid=Degember when a patrnal left to

investigate the reporte,

From reportas received the fishting was centered around the
derenonial ground at MAP HARUT, and it was understood thet the
agressors were of the Semin clan =and wer: assisted by the POMBORAILMONK,

» KEBTRA, WARAP, TARA? and ceveral other clans or Sub=@lans,

The SEMIN pariszh was alledeed to be fighting all the people
of the srea save to the Forth, Accenting these reports as fact the
patrol moved to the north of the Mend! station t. the Rest House at
'f HUM and thence to MAP K BOL in the TLAT vallev across tha NEMBI River
3?%“ " moving into the fight ares from the North., Tt was discovered too
*%i_J . 1#* v'that the BEMIK and allied clans had an escape route to the
- | : South where they have trading relations and friends. This resulted
5 in the natrol moving steadily in from the north while the SEMIN and
vﬁgggl uilied clans moved to the South equally steadily taking with them
| 8 ‘ the grea*vr part of their possesions inclnding pigs. Attemptes to

X contact them met with nc succese,

'1 The object of the patrol was to ascertain the caucse of the fighting
‘f; " 4? at all possidble and to try to arrance a cessation of hostilities
: neither of thece were pocsible tul srme anntact was made with the
natives who had comolained of the depradation cavsed by natives of
) the SEMIN group. These people took advantage of the fact that
the SEMIN had left their homes and engased on a spree of house
burning 2nd banans cutting. On the first day of these pay backs
P several natives were apprehencded and again on the following day
when the burning ceaced, The patrol moved through the surrounding
groups and intn the POUE valley and was unsucessful in contacting

any of the SEMIN people, although on the last day in the area a

large herd of tethered pigs were seen though no natives were

sighted, but heard shouting on the nesarby ridees,
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not condusive to the apprehension of natives

The terrain

since 1t consists of steep limestone ridees in the main cleared ot

th\y) sumnit where the guards are stationed, These natives pive

warning of the approach of a party and the area becomes de- peonled

until such time as the patrol moves out of the area when they return

b to watch again from the tops of the nearbv hills, No attacks were

made on the patrol although guards were continuailly maintained,

To the Soutn Bast of the Ceremonial ¢round at MAP HABU1
about five squate miles of country {s completly devastated alledgedly

The original settlers of this ground

by the SEMIN and allled clans,
’ have fled to the North and some were contacted as the patrol moved

into the SEMIN group, thece were the people who made the raids on the
v SEMIN clan houses and gardens, Their reasons for so doing were
quite understandable when one considers the amount of devastation

coﬁducted by the SEMIN people and thelr scorched earth poliey.

EATROL DIARY.
13ti December, 1936.

From MENDI tec WAWGIA by Land Rover, Departed MENDI at

10,00, and arrived WAHATA at 10.20. Maved on to MAP across the
ﬁh&ni River in flood.

however all crossed safely though some of the cargo was dampened,

A very d'fficult crossing experienced,

g Arrived at MAP at noon and moved on to Tulum passing through SUART,
WAMBTPI over s goed road which is in procesc of being made suitable
at 1.45,p.m. and them moved

for motor transport. Arrived at TUTI

on to HUM where camp established at the HUM Rest House, 6.100 ft.

Natives visited camp brinzing native foods and firewood for

the carrier line and police,

Overnight at HUM.

14tn December, 1996,

Left HUM at 7.00 a.m. for MAP KEBOT, In the LAT valley,

Arrived at the lookout site at 9,00.a.m. 6,900ft, Mnved on to the
LAI river and crossed this at 9,35, Bridge in poor condition soc

crossing compieted in one hour, On to MAP WEBOL where party
welcomed by a dance by natives preparing for an important dance at

R
HUM, ;

.
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Arr‘ Ve (“

towards the LAY - NEME. divid, Heavy rain pre ted further .

moxement so party made camp at 30, Pellle 4
¥

1

G -~ -4 Rl !t o .y &

uarde nosted, (Wwernien at niPA, %

»

From SONDUPA Cagp slte at 7.00.a.m, to SUMBEI dance ground 1

i
15th Decenber, 13%6. %
i

thence generally westw.rds to the Nembl River which was crossed at the

NEMBIRO crossing a well made cane bridge. 'hence up a sharp spur to <
v
AREP ceremonial ground and thence to KOART, Roads throughout this {f
ares very poor and wet, walking in con tent rains, on to %
!
(ERTLA dance gzround where canp established at 2. This camp site !
is reported to be only a few hours walk away from the centre of the h

fighting area, and these natives are cngzged to some degree in
assisting the nearer groups to the SEMIN clan agalnst the SEMI
associated clsns. Talke with the loeal leaders, who advise that

seven natives of the groums opposing the SEVIL have died but no pay

backs have as yet baen made.

Overright at VEBTITA, Guards posted.

16th December, 1956.

Left KEBILA at 7.50.a.m. following rising of heavy mist, and
moved on to BBI1 ceremonial ground. 'hence SARANDA, where party arrived
at 9.30.a.m. On to KO and thence to whereparty arrived at 2,.30.p.m.

A small party of natives MAP HABUT,

danced in the traditional 'no fight! manner carrving their unstrung

bows ané arrows, These ratives were dissrmed together with the band

which eventually come into the ca following the arrival of the

the SEMTIN group 2eme into the camp during

party. Several natives of

tho late zfternoon but since it was hopned to assemble the greater

rare heldad,

part of the group on the following 10 e natives w
bt the were told to come to the camp the next dav.
‘ £ L " 28 “‘F

Further talks with the natives of the KEBTLA group,

Overnight MAP HABUL,

SN P

o i
17th December, 1296. ,é :
Natives from the NHorth West and the South on marsuding & 3
N .‘j t
AN

‘ j sprees, burning houses and despoilipg gardens owned by the SEMI
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narty arrived at 17,93C.a.m, From the River,

LA L1 . ‘._m HA ) - 'ﬁ“‘.. 5 2 "

generally southwards and then Bastwards to the ceremonial ground at

AUARUNDA 5.400 ft. where pa>ty arrived t 2.00.p.m,

Natives visited the camp bringing natives foods and firewood.

n

Overnight at AUARUNDA,. tmards posted,

21st December, 1956.
From ATTARUNDA to MENDT, Porty left AUARTNDA at 7.15.a.m.

f
i
i
:

climbed ~ver the TAT-Mend! divide and moved down to the TAT river.
This wae crossed at 9,20 by a2 good, cane cuspension bridge. Thence
moved gener:1lly westwards acrose kunal spurs towards the Mendi River

b valley. Pasced TAGEN at 12,10,p.,m. and moved northwestwards to the

Mendi River. feross this and up to the MENDT-TALTBU ROAD, Thence
to the MENDT station wherve party arrived in heavy rain at 2,05.p.m.

Reported to the Diztrict Commissioner,

END OF PATROI DIARY.

NATIVE AFFAIRS.
Ag far as can be ascertained the area visited has been the
ccene of sporadic fighting for several nonths, The devastated area
. to the south of tha SEMiIN group dance sround at MAP HABUL shows that
this has not been nsed by the owners Jor at least six monthe, judging
by the state of the new gardens :nd the amount of weeds arising from

the burnt out hov-e <ites,

The SEMIN and allied elans are aituated in a very pleasant
position far the conduct of reide on the enemy parishes, Their
territory is mainly of limestone hille, which provides for good

observation both prior to attacking and also far the ohservation of

the attacking parties,

’ The assoclated clans of the SEMIN pariches are the FOMRO=

RALMONK FROM KOMANAP, the KEBTRA from KANIAT, the TARAP from

URPMAL, the XTP, from TOBUPE, the MAROP from

TTIUIMP, the HARAP from
ENEPMONK. These neople have been coneistently attacking the groups

INJ TPMONX, NONDIP, HIBCL, MUUNDTIA, KUNJOP, HEGAT, MONDO, NAWE, KONGU,

E T i i s st et e
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SARUP, KOMBILA, WABUGA, SONERTP, CSUE] PORA, SUMA, TCHIL, ROVOL,
TUMBERA, KAL, WALHINDAKAF, LUIMHAGUPKAP, PUNJIPKARTLKAP, KEINTHI=
PKRP, WILHOMDOKAP, PUGUMPOSU, ELTAMBILEAP, OGAL, PAROPKAP, TOBUAHIP,.
they have to date been able

By resson of thelr strategical position

with no losses while the other groupes have

to earryout their attacke

lost seven natives,

The origin of the feud 1z difficult to escertain.
that the cause lies in the killing of an important leader of the

INJIPMONK clan by poison by some member of the EEMIN clan, The reas>n

for thic murder was not ascertained since none of the SWMIN people were

held for questioning. Tt 18 more than likely that the food situation

was €0 gzood that the Tn}ipmonk and the associated clans decided, on

attack the SEMIN. However

the desth of one of their leaders,
they lived to rue the day of this decision because the SEMIN provad

to be too inaccessible for them and the TNJIPMONK were thoroughly
beaten, reporting to the District Office of the viecious attacks made

by the SE!.iN against their enemies,

Although nene of the SEMIN were apprehended reports since

received indicate that the fighting has finishod, possibly until

such time as the SEMIN people repair the danmape done by the marauding

partier, The SEMIN appear to bear no animes’ty towsrds the other

peoples of the group since some have been .aken and questioned by the

SEMIN, but have not been killed which is an indication that they have

decidied to leave matters as they were bafore the patrol ard to ceases

fighting.

Horever it is imperz2tive thet 2 patrol visit the area in the
near future tc followup the present reported developments and to

establish if possible good relations with both greups participating

in the esrlier fighting with the object nf reaching a settlement

suitable to both groups.

NATIVE AGRICULTURE.

The basic tood of ~f the area patrolled is

the nmqrﬂ_(\

essentially sweetpotato which 15 supplimented by banana pit-nit

ag in the MENDTI and LAT river valleys. Pigs are

native beans ctc.

of great importance +n these penple and are well looked after some

attaining a very large size. Thev are used for trading and also
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(GORDON SMITﬁj

PATROL OFFICER.

-

1e an ordinary article of diat, No Turonean vegetables were seen,
~ Judging from the large sapcden aress the populstion of

the area is substantial but of ecourse no positive assasment may be

made at the present tine of the notential for agricultural devel-

opment by Europeans, though the soil appears fertile snd the garden

blocks ave snmall indlecating that small land areas may suppors a

large populations.

HEALTH,

The health of the natives seer on the ratrol Qas heen
covered in the report submitted by cadel; Meld Jdedical Assistant
John Stevens. "he genersl state of henlth appears to be good and
few sores were seern alittough 1t must be appreciated that very Tew

natives were sightad in the SEMIN gvoup,

Natives of the Lower NEMBT rear PABARONGA showed great
interest in the medical side cf the patrol and many small sores
were treatsd, The ratives women also branght their ch ldren in for
treatmert but they were not tnterested in econtinuing tho'ﬁrdltnent
at MEWDT Native Hospital. Tt would seen that a Medical patrol of
some few weeiks would be of use in the PA3ARONGA area and would
positively fmpress the natives of adminlctrat cn interest in the

improvement of thelir wel fare,

GENERAY.

whether or not the patrol had any positive and lasting
effect on the natives currentiy engaged in fighting will not be
appreciated until a followup patrol is made to the fight area, As
previosly mentioned the sresent state is quiet and the Rest House
which was constructed ic st111 in ex'stence, This seemes a Nortent
far the good and it ‘s to Dbe hoped that a move may be made in the
near future to cstablicsh a cami~permanent camp in this aresa, staff
allowing, so that positive adnintst.ation and development may be
affected rather than the sporadic patrol to whieh the area is at
present subject.

The followup patrol shonld move in from the South on the
to ensure that the SEMIN people are sontasted and not permitted te
escape once =zain to +heir trading relations, The=e is no known

escane route to the North, West or Easi,
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3 APPENDIX "A".
i
REPORT ON MEMRERS OF THE NATTVE CONSTARULARY ACCOMPNYTNG
-~
o PATROL TQ THE NEMBI VALLEY.

DURATION. 13th December, 1956 to the 21s=t December, 1956,

The patrol consisted of ten members nf the native

;:onltabu]ary w0 for the most part worked reasonably well, Three
netives were to some degree useless, These were OGUMAGAI Reg.
%o. 9437 who is inexperienced and lazy,
1. . UNMMBI Reg, No.9028 an old policeman who failed in his
duty with segard to guarding prisoners, and aliowed t'em to ezcape.
Court action has since been taken against nim.
g1 " MAVE. Reg. No.2351, an experienced pat rel constable who
fotled in his duty and allowed priscners to ercape.  Action has
!1n&o been taken against him.

The remainder of the party worked reascnably and of these
Reg, Wo,38% SANI was the most outstanding, combining efficiency

w'th a keen interest in the activities of the patrol.
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W District Officer,

native foeds and this mu

N ‘
st be cggmtiul}u the sev . ]
reported to have effected this area during M m
are

W to examine this position very ¢
priority.

Wi T

ml'mo
2 Filo NO. 30/1 - 20" ‘0
Ulstrict Office,
) outhern Mighlands District,
L gl Rty AENDL,

28th June, 1957.

R o

Receipt of the report is acknowledg~d and I

congratulote Mr. Keogh on a well presented account of his
activities and on the work he accouplished under such une
pleasant working conditions.

The task is obviously satiafactoprily [

mtummalwdlmunhmhg

stAS%te tuis aspeet and ezieavour, by iiaison with W.H.D.

officers, to improve the daily attendance.

Mr. Keogh reports difficult obtaining

4 have diseussed this projest with Me. %-
yourself and have decided to withdraw My, Xeogn
duty on the road and have hiu at Mendi for Admi ve

duties with regular visits to the roadvork.

%/

_umﬂﬁigy Cole

Minute to -

The Director, Listrict Comgls
Department of Native iffairs,
FORT MORESBY.

For information, ple.se. o

Two copies of the Report witl camping allowance claim
herewith,

I consider it very necessar™ to reiiev
time road werk although early completion of the

desirgable. .

You may not¥that Mr. Keosh and also Mz, Love {the Mendi
Roadmaster) are working sn the road in Weater, Hichlands for “he
Southern High.and seetion is completed hut iraw

Mr. Keogh for mocre essentisa) duties.
P
o/ 4’/
/ A o~ g
b

-

Di r?j“;:tl."é 4 éo le )

woumi ssioner,

Mr. Ke®bh 7 fu11-
nroject 1s most

I am ferced to wi
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Iarritory of iapua srd low Guines.

RiCs vHG,

m. .00 m A 2“7.

Uistriet ofri
louthern Highlands District,
S 1) o)

<8th June, 1957.
Assistant District Officer,
HENRL,

Mg

Mm«tbnmtuumeI
tulate Mr. Seogh on a well
aotivities et oo tos prosensed aceount of his

work he accomvlished under such Ule
Pleasant working conditions.

2. The task i3 obviously proceeding satisfactorily
motwt»ﬁoﬂuaa#bmmx?unnmh”&
investigaie this aspeet endeavour liaison vith w.H.D.
mummmum&-{.

3 Wr. re s difficulty in
native foods and s ::: be aggrav

by the severe frosts
reported to have effected thi area during the wveek,
g“r:g.ludeomtnu;ouuonmmmyﬂﬂ

K} 1 have disgussed this project with Mp
ourself and have decided to vithdboy o, ; y - N

from
cntbondandhavohimatmttummm
duties with regular visits to the roadvork,

F
Minute to -

(Robt.R. Cole)
The uncto:*

m Native Affairs,

For information, please.

Two copies of the Report with camping allowance claim
aerewith.

I consider -t ver{ necessary to relieve Mr. Yeogh of full-
time rosd work alchough early c..upietion of the projec: is mo :
cesireanle. g

You may‘not that Mr. Keog'. and also Mr. Love (the Mendi
Roadmaster) are working on the road in Western Highlands for the
Scuthern Highland section is completed bu: I am forced to withdraw

Mr. Keogh for more esser‘’ai duties.
A 4
A
y il

(Robt.R., Cole)
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File No. 30/1 - 129,

Sub=District Office
Southern Highlands Bistrict,

MENDI.
June 10, 1957.

Nentd Patrol Report N o, 2 of 1956/57.

The report of a patrol along the Mendli-Nimarep-Tambul
sectors of the Mendi-Mount Hagen motor transport road
route,

Patrol Conducted By: A.M. Keogh, Patrol arrti-r.

Personel] Accompanyirng : Rog. No. 7838 Const, KOMBOI
" Const, KOMBIAN
820" mo '“MI
12 Const, WARGLNE
3511 Const, KARUA
188 Const., WAMBIAN
9829 Const, HOMI

Duration of Patrol: May 2, 1957 = June 10, 1957
(uncompleted) no, of anys - &0,

Area Patrolled: Mendi - Dimifa
Dimifa - Kom'a
Komia - N imare
Nicaryp = Tambul,

Objects »f Patrol: (1) Road :urveying and constructi n
in tl.e Nimarer - Tambul sector.

(2) Road improvement, maintenasce
and revair in the Mendi-Nimarep
sactor,

(3) Routine native administration.
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This report is intended primarily, as a
description of the activitiss ¢ a patrol which
has besan oporntigg between Mendi Government Station
in the Southern Highlands Districi, and Tambul Base
Camp in the Western Hithltnda District, during the
past six weeks, and which, (working in conjunction
with a Western Highlands District patrol), has as its
primary object, the completion of the ncnai-lount Hagen
motor transport road.

With this end in view, the patrol has been engaged
in the repair, maintenance and improvement of the
motor road which has already been completed between
Mendi and the Territorial border, and has also com-
menced road construction further to the no_‘th-easé of
the border, so as to eventually link up with the
section of road which is being constructed in & south-
westerly direction from Tam Base Camp, by the Mount
Hagen patrol, The present construction work is bei

carried out in the heavily-timbered areas on the northern

slopes of Mount Giluwe, at altitudes between seven
thousand and nine and a hal’ thousand feet.

Completion of this road will bring Mendi Head-
quarters and the xorthern half of the Mendi Sub-
District, within the framework of the main Lae - Central

Highlands road system.

As far as is known at present, the patrol will
remain in the area until the road ls completed, with
this report being ~ summary of progress made, and
impressions gained, @uring the first six vioﬂn in the
area.

General native administration work is being
carried out in conjunction with the road construction

progranme,
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May 3

May &

May S
May 6

May 7

May 8
May 9

May 10

May 11

May 12
May 13

— -

Patrol left Mendi at 1! am and
reached Dimifa Rest House at 1,45 pm,.
Road work was inspected en route and
headmen were given instructions re-
garding necessary repairs,

Repair work was commenced on the Dimifa-
Korn, and Dimifa-Inepe sections of

the road -~ some natlves carting river
stone for surfacing, ochers eradicating
soft patches of road.

Native disputes heard and settled.

Repalir work continued., Native disputes
heard. Tractor badly bogged.

Sunday observed.

Cartage of surfacing materials and
digging out of soft patches in road ,
continued. Tractor bogged for three
hours.,

Commenced surfacing road with heavy
stone to a depth of $=12 inches, in
places where soft grouvnd has been re-
moved,

Tractor bogged again, Native affairs.
Yesterday's surfacing work continued,

Work again concentrated on the removal
of muddy patches, and their replacement
with stone,

Native affairs., Medical treatments.

Commenced work cn eliminating and
resurfacing a 50-60 yard soft patch of
road which has broken out near Dimifa
ceremonial ground.

Continued work at ceremonial ground,
Commenced hearing of a local land dispute,

Sunday observed .

A1l local natives and patrel personnel
working cun ro=d near the timber camp

which has been badly cut about by repeated
bogging of tractor, due to overloading

in wet weather.

Mr. Cec., E.M.A,, and M3ssrs. Shanshan and
Hannan, P.W.D., arcived by motor-bike and
tractors from Mendi, a* 11 am, Mr, Cox
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May 1%

May 15
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inspected the medical aii post at
Egari, Mr. Hannan drove the tractor
and traller to Komia to await the
arrival of the truck chassis from
Mount Hagen, Mr. Shanahan tested
the new timber jinker.

Heavy rain prevented the party returning
to Mendi until late aftornoon,

Continued road repairs near the timber

camp. natives working on clearing
badly b;:cn{oa side drains,

Repair and surfacing work again,

o« Do © 70y P,W.D. arrived from
Mount ' .gen via Tambul and Komia,
at 11 am, bringing the new truck
chassis with bim. He wen down tc
Mendl and retwrned by tractor im the
afteraoon, The writer, police and
patrol cargo, then went up to Komia
rest house vfth him,

Patrol visited by Pastor T. Grieve ‘B.DeA.,
Tari, who 1s visiting the area vt"fa

view to placing gatechists among the
Kcmia-Egari groubs,

Most natives working on road surfacing -
- others working o:. clm&wwt.m :
House area and constructiom of mew
latrine. and rubbich pits, L at

Native disputes heard. Over 30 mediocal
treatments given, ¢ To*

Mr. Love returned to Mendi,

Yesterday’s work continued. Several
breken bridges were repaired. -
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More native disputes were heard and
medical treatments given,

Road surfaeing and repairs continued.
Carried out repairs on rest house and
police barracks,

Sunday observed,

Most natives carrying stome for rozd
surfacing, Others were sent up to
Pimarsp to cut bark sheeting for tae
construction of native g ers in Mendi,
Ag rgn:.atoly 100 rolls of sheeting were
o ne

Commenced cultivation of rest house z_urdopl.
Commenced the hearing of the Pila~Woisvi
land dispute. Runner sent to Men¢. to
ascertain whether any previous settlesent:
has been reached. '

Road and garden work continued .
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Work the same as for yesterday,
Rain throughout most of the day.
Pila-Wolavi land dispute settled.

| “ May 23 Road surfacing continued., Self and
| i police marked sections most in need of
. " cambering between Komia and Klareg.

Native disputes heard and settled,

. Mey 24 Yesterday's vork continaed., More native
’ 4 Glsputes heard and settled.

| May 25 No natives working., Self and ce
, working on improvement- so rest house

| iy and police barracks, :

)

AR Medical treatements given.
| May 26 Sunday observed

g A May 27 Nost of the patrol gear seat uwp to
o / Nimarep with three policemen, so
4 & camp can be made ready tu’u‘z:nl
b8 of rest of the patrol tomorrow,

n ' Natives engaged in the usual road vork. :

28 1 mm&nw
” e nas e

ePe - ‘
titude - 9,300 feet. Remain the
momu’mmmﬁ&o.
May 2 Self and palis the day in the bush

. £0 the Sartiege pens — for a

the present camp.,

Commenced felling timber for extemsion
i of road, MWork hindered by rain, No food.
4 Rice issued, AL ¥
.l | May 30 Continued feiling timber and pegging out
road route.

No food. Rice issued.

1 i May 31 Yesterday's work comtinued. Small amount
L8 of food purchased . Rice iisued ,

| June 1 Left Nimarep at 8.15 am for Tambul Ease

R ¢ B Camp, W.H.D. Possible road routes noted,
¥ Arrived Tambul at 1,30 pm. Patrol met by

] Mr, D. P.m..l, P.0., O.I.‘c., Tambul Base

y Camp,

|
; end of 4.T. road - Hour,

MINIBIN Creek - urs.,
ANDE Ceremonial Ground - Hours,
MAGI Ceremonial Ground - Hours,
TAMBUL Basa2 Camp - Hours,

No native foods available, Rice issued,

L
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o June 7
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June 8
| June 9
June 10
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Sunday. Patrol remained at Tambul,
Dissussions with Mr. Permizel concerning
road and allocation of native labour.

No food available, Rice issued,

Patrol lert Tambul to retura to Nimarep.
Camp made at ANDE Ceremorial Ground,
Possible road site plamned en route.
Sunuoutofutnroodtm

Heavy rains,

Patrol returned to Wﬂ out
new rest m site at River.
h previous arrangement ;-mw met here

mt'nu ;: MM‘
vc.rtct vas :?:0". :
Also contimued w.nu m Ol‘ﬂ.'

nevw road nh é ;“ Lo
PO W o b

Some tood M m wice m

'conemua runu mur‘ L mt"nom -no.

Mrod o& e apws FoP 4

Mist and rain mm‘& - Pood

scarce, . Some rice issuedle. . oo

¥, ApN S e Yot B swu LAY

visited hy Fr. Gregor: B ol
vho is mcuv ‘ i,
U, Loy Mg L DA s 5
orm M ~o Komias -

in the morning. All natives were
thedr homes in the aftermoon. **%”"‘?"‘*
At T oofpe ,,u,z
mmu-t throughout “‘“;' ot s
.va»;s- y.,'r
Writer and police «nuucl MI
out md route.

Miss en at Va

Sunday observed, Mist and !d.n ihrouchont
thoe day.

Mist and rain, N o ntttvu in for vork
until late afternoon.

Conclusion of diary.
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The primary purposes of the patrol described
in this report, were road construction, maintenance
[ and improvement,and the road section of the report
‘ is thus ovtlined first,and in somewhat more Aetail
than is usual,

The road which is to be discussed is a part of
, that which will eventually connect Mendi and Mount
i Hnﬁcn, the headquarters stations of the Southern
and Wystern Highlands Districts, and will thus bring

b a considerable of the Mend! Sub-District within
the network of main highlands road system. To
2 this e road construction work is being carried out

Er by patrols from both districts, with the object of
1 the road sectors of each trol eventually linking

up somewhere in the vicinity of Tambul Base Cnt
in the Western lfands. When this 1s accomplished,
[ o > the road between #nd Mount Hagen will be open

to motor traffic and will be the first completed step
in the road plan which will eventually comnect the

main Southern Highlands outstations to Mendi, and thence
to Mount Hagen and the other highlands distrlcts.

The present patrol has been iIn the area for a
period of six weeks, so far, with the first par% of
the patrol being oc ed in maintenance and repa

h vork on the existing 25-27 miles of road between

ané the Territorial Border, and the last two } being
| used in the surveying and construction of a ,
section of road in the area between the border Tambul

Base Camp. FProm the Western Highlands District, Mr,
D, Fermisel, Patrol Officc, and Mr, D. Lo"’. 'ngpcj are
el perating

BT e A also engaged in road construction and are o
from Tambul Base Camp.
At the present time the two rcad-heads are separated
1w bg‘only six air-miles, but here it must be remembered
§ that, although the distance . s not great, the int ]

coniry is rough and vertually unpopulated and the wea
conditions are usually bad in the seven, to nine a
half thousand feet, altitude levels through which the
. road mast be built, Most of the a'ea is heavily timbored
| B and the soil heavy and water-logrsd, so that, in general,
g conditions for speedy road cmtm‘im are not gooa.
,» However a sustained effort on toth sectors of the road
should be sufficient to have it opeh for light traffie
in twe to three months.

A description of the various sections of road
between each rest house or camp is given below, This
should give some idea of the present conditions of the
road and the amount of work still to be done.

Bk "ol 1. Mendi-Dimifa Section

This section of road has been in regular use by
tractor, motor-bekes and Land Rover for tke past two
‘ years and is approximately seven miles in length and
! rises through an altitude of almost two thousand feet _
batween Mendi Station and Dimifa Rest House.

K ST g : LR 1 R . o 3
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Parts of this road are unavoidably steep, and
are subject to scouring and wator-logzing in wet weather, g,
and, during the present patrol, particular attention was
given to the repair and maintenance of these trouble
spots. The patrol spent fifteen days worlking on this
section, with efforts boins mainly coucentrated on
cembining and drainage, and the eradication of water-logged
petches and their replacement with heavy river rubble,
Here, as is the case in all sections nf the road, the
cartage of surfacing materiels, is an extremely slow and
time-wasting process, wvhen done by hand, and it is
suggested that, in future, a tractor or light truck
might be used to advantage on this essential work.
Should this suggestion be adopted, it is stressed that
continual and careful European supervision would be
necessary to ensure that the work is carried out correctly,
otherwise considerable damage might be done to the road )
surface by unsupervised native drivers.

With regular weekly maintenance, this section of
road is quite adequate for the uses tc which it 1s being
put - i.e, regular use by four wheel drive vehicles and
motor bikes. When the labour position permits, re-grading
of some of the steeper sections of the road viil be
desirable, but this work is by no means urgent,

2. Dimifs-Komia Section

This section of road is approximately eight to nine
miles in length and passes through comparatively gemtly
undulating swamp and grasslsuds on the northern slopes of
Mount Giluwe, This road is quite suitable fof
use by tractor and trailer four wheel drive vehicles
and does not present arny serious obstacles against being
developed into a good all-weather road. The onl{ reason
that the potential of this section of road has not been
fully developed, is that the natives of the areca are needed
for more urgent work on the new sections of roud near the
Territorial border.

There are eight small bridges to be crossed in this
area, and these will be renewed when the labowr position
per-its and when traffic warrants it. They are adequate
foo present use.

Three to four miles of this road wero surfaced with
heavy and medium-sized river rubble during the present
patrol and this work will be continued whenever ssible,
Again, the use of a tractor or truck for the work, would be
i{nvaluable and would enable this section cf road lo be
quickly brought up to a good working standard.

Additional cembering and drainage work will also
be necessary, but is not urgent for the present,

‘30 - S 1

This section of road was iritially construczted in
late 1955 and it is in this part that problems of construction
and labour potential first become difficult. This part
of the road is approximately eight tn ten miles in length,
and for the greater pert of its length, passes through
he - 0 rising from a
ght of approximately seven thousan feet at Komia

Rest House, to nine thousand thres hundred feet at Nimarep.
¥imarep is situated either on, or very near to, the Territorial

border,
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This road was roughly completed by November 1955
and has since been used by both tractor and Land Rov‘r,
when necessary. No maintenance or improvement work
2as been carried out on this road since it was first
built, mainly because of shortage of Buropean otaff,
and the fact that the area Shrough which it passes, is
virtually unpopulated .

However, the original road has withstood erosion
quite well and although occasional regrading and
additional cambering and drainago will be necessary
to enable it to be used ul?rly, there are no further
serious constructional problems in th's section,

No mrtsoiﬁ has yet been attempted hore and since
surfacing materials will have to be carried for :
distances of :g‘to four miles, the use of a tractor

or truck will essential,

%. Nimsrepe-Minibel Creek

This road has been constructed for a distance of
ro\’hly twvo and a half miles pzst Nimarep camp and it
is In this area that construction work is being earried
out at present,

A camp is being set up in the bush at Minibel Creek,
and the patrecl presonnel and native workers will be
operating from this camp from now on. The nearest
Southern Highlands natives live between four anéd five
hours walk from this camp and it is thus necessary to
provide shelter and some food for the native workers
on the days that they spend in the area .

The camp has been tuilt at this point, because
the nearest concentrati~ns of population in both the
Southern \lands and the We Bighlands are ro
equidi from it, and it would therefore be -
to supervise the work of labour lines from both distriets,
at this point. With a Southern Highlands labour lime
working from MINIBEL to the south-west, and a Yestern
Highlands line working to the north-easty the present rate
of progress could be speedud up considerably.

By any standards, the working conditions are
unpleasant and tedious in this area and there is no
doubt that these have an adverse effect on the worki
efficiency of the native labourers, whn, understandably
enough, are sometimes difficult in their attitude covards
working up here. However, the ccld and unpleasant
conditions of the area, are, in themselves, an enduSement
towards fast work and sustalned effort, since the desire
6 complete work in this area is quite uniminous. As
soon as is practicable, (probably in six to eight weeks
time), it is intended that another camp be built at a
lower altitude on the edge of the cane-grass country
towards Tambul,

aslucons

1, With the present amount of native labour available,
the stocks of road-building implements held by the patrol,

are adequate.
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2., Surfecing with river rubble is «unn&u

not ab 1y essential in all sections of
s 1sed use of a tractor or truck

road. pean

could be carried to advantege in this work,
. Bridge construction pre ts 5o o P

2- any n“oum of the road _
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' The groups discussed in this report are amongst

> people, particularly when it is remembered that each

N)’ p"' : Ha-8 dcngenial social outir 13 attitude,
10w as not discouraged since is definitaly
. m.ﬁo to the summary and impetuous loeal me’hods of
s mnuam which were still common in the area
7 two or nmszonndshwcahulthytrmmtho
Jovernment, as a mediating ageney. .
. Where unrest does occur in this area, it is almost

4 PILA, situate

e
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the longest-contacted in the Mendi Sub-District, and
have been foad both on this patrol and on previous
cnes, to be a comparatively p{:cid and co~operative

patrol to the area durirg the past two 8 has been
cuncerned with road-construction as well as normcl
administration and has brought with it a good deal of
work for the natives concerned. 4

During the present patrol the natives have generally
been quite amenable to suggestion as regards ms work
duties and have also readily abided by any decisions
given in ng.rd to the numerous minor disputes which were
settled by patrol, The people of thi urea ar®

’ * particularly enthmsiastic litigants and particularly in
its early stages, the patrol was inmundated with l.'.l!ﬁn
many of which were of a most trivial nature and as aﬂoﬂn

I ,&ﬁ“" o

invariably caused by disputes over land tg:r‘s. -

e b it i e T el
: #ious pa an es to &

arguments are fully aware of thaf fact, I ;

these di

ince. s qufte o e na
raising them again and again for many years
During the present patrol, only one lsad dis
which had not previously been :ottlod, was ruud?‘ s
dispute was betwean the people of the WELAL~-PTLA and PALIME-
WOIAVY groups, and concerned a small area of ground knowk es
3 on the northern banks of the upper Mendi River.
After discussions with the parties concerned, an yem
vas reached and the details of the ugmm were enterad
in the land disputes register at Mendi,

Actual crime appears to be almost non-existent in
the area and native affairs work is confined mainly to
discussicn and arbitration rather than actual court work,
It 1s possible tha’ some crimes may be hiddem from the
patrol, but the continual supervision of a large pereentage
of the local population,and it is not likely that any serious
matters could be concealed. '

A number of Village Constabies and Councillors were
appointed in the area in 195% and 1955 ard for the mnst part,
they are showing a reasonable degree of efficiency and
enthusiasm in their work, For the present, it is felt
that the mumber of officials in the area is sufficient for

‘local needs, and further appointments at this stage might only

————

serve to cause confusion amongst the natives and a division
of authority amongst the officials,

L]

As was mentioned in the previous section of this
repcrt, the section of road now being built passes through
an unpopulated area, where it is not possible for the
natives to return home at nig™%, where the work is slow .and
heavy and where the climate 1s unusually cold and wet.
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These factors combine to cause a certain amount of dissatise
faction among the natives, and the evasic. of work whensver
it is possible, For thece reasons the work periods for
each group are being made longer and more frequent here,
then would bes the case in normal country, since it 1s
obviously tetter to finisa the task quickly oven at the

\ risk of some hardship to the natives, rather tham work

4 : for normal periods and have the job &u on {iuterminably,

The present period of the year is a gocd ons from
the point of view of o ning road labour in this area,
since is a slack period as far as garden work is com=
ﬂ cerned, and few un: sings or pig:nluituc are held,
From previous ence it has noted that the period
from Avgust to ber is a more difficult ome, sinee the
fruit to ripen at about that time, and
various native festivities are held, which cause a ecertain
¢ amount of disruption to normal life. A luﬁ -of food
supplies also beecomes appacent during those ‘and,
in all probability, efforts on the road will have to be
. to enable the natives to carry out more gardem

At the present time, local food ’:aun are more than
sufficient for local m&a, but the e, (never moted for -
- table), m“bo:mn, increasisgly miserly

Egn iy for patrols of the . :
iy gn jve been e¢ontinually made to e 8
of ‘ that there is always a i .
1 issue to native workers when are An ;
it » but, even it is :
8 .| t from the natives for own
[ ion, ies are rarely adequate to our m
tary rations must often be obtained the
mt store at Mendi, This uafortunate attitude
bly due to competitive inflation of p:

” other dreas, and the desire for money, wi , Uny
'u rapidly ‘Usplacing trade goods as ,&m o

and
fs

§ : appreclable
'y treatment of minor ailments.
' mainly for colds, cuts, burns, sores, scables, and stomach

disorders.,

A medical aid post has been set ng at Bgari Rest House
under N.M,C., NENE. Little was seen of him during the patrol,
since the aid post is not situated on the main road, and

the medical orderly appears to confine his activities mainly

to the Egari area.

It is suggested that, when staff is available, a
medical a id post should ‘a set up at a central polnt on
g ' the mein road, since the volume of native traffic ?ning

r B along the road is considerable, and the building of an

A suggestion

aid post at some point on it, would be logical.
to this effect will be made +
) Mendi,

. B |
: As has already been mentioned earlier in this re rtl
local food supplies at the present time, are quite s ficient

for native needs.

ey

5 b i IR 7 T 5

o the Medical Assistant-in-charge,
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~ A rest house, police racks,

~=13~-

Native foods grown in the area are of only
fair quality, both in regard to size and productivity,

Small potatces of the Duropean type, cab &
tomatoes, and onions, are grown in the area, bu udl ‘
the qunlity of these is below average. 1 e &

Soil erosion presents few problems in the area
under discuss$i since even the steepest sl are
covered with tim mu, Or cane-grass, of which

Good stands of both hardwood and softwood mun
are to be found at a short ummmmm.«
along its route, and, in the Komia~Tambul section
road, some v large areas of fine timber are to &
and no doubt, thesd will have commercial poss‘bilit:
in years to cono.

hblase offclals,

mvinuo 8fficials so fng:omuhpuﬁi
w:: of m:n.;eo among ttgo /

ent number of officials appears to u, Sl i
nnmgr present needs, and no further
are recommended in this report, :

Rest houses and police barracks are situat
Dimifa, Inepe, Klareg, Komia, 3151! ltum,.

the process of being built at the MINIBEL m
main road construction work 1s centred.

It is intended to coas mrut
latout quarters at short in in the unpopulated
areas on the side of Mount oum, so that thon n
used by the present construction partyy and can also |
used by later maintenance patrols,

h sketch map on the culo of four miles to
one 1nc s attached to this Since the report b
has been’written while the patro 10 still in the fiel ;
ordinary writing ink was used on the sketch map; and %h ‘
map from which the tracing was taken has no accurate detail {
as far as this particular area is oonecmd.

Attempts will be made to compile a more accurate and i ¥
detailed map of the area, when the next report iz submitted 1
from here,

AH] /‘«/Vy £
A.H. lea,h
Patrol Ieor f
Mendl, 5. H.D. “
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