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I con•ider : t. V'Jry n cessary to reU eve Hr. "'•ocb ot tall.
tille ro..t vork ai~hougb earl1 c~~pletion o~ th~ projec~ 11 ao ~ 
~-alreaole. i. ~ 

You aay "tlot thPt Mr. K.eog•~ and lso Mr. Love (the Mendi 
Roadaaster) are working on the road in ~estern Highland• ~or the 
Scutbern Hl~hltt!id section is completed bu:; I forced to vithdr w 
Mr. K.eogb for more ess•r~·al dutie1. 
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(Bobt.L Cole) 
District Qomn'••1oDfr1 



File No. 30/l - 129. 

uh-Distr i ct ott1ce1 Southern Ri hlands Di trict, 
HIHJ)I. 

June 10, 1957. 

)jendi Patrol Report I o, 2 or 195'6/57. 

The report ot a p~trol along the Kend.1-limares»:-Taa 
ector1 ot the Mend.1-Mount Hagen motor transport ad 

route. 

Patrol Conducted By: 

Per1onell Accompanyinr ; 

l>\irat on ot Patrol: 

Area Patrolled: 

Objects t Pat~ol: 

A.M. Keogh, Patrol 

Rog. No. 7838 Conat. KCICIOI 
" 9686 Conat. I ?Am 
" 8Sdf. CO t. ca&BI 
" 8612 Cout. WAIGLll 
" 9Sll Conat. 
u 8188 Const. VAMI~ 
" 982Q Conat. BCllI 

May 2, 1957 - J'un• 10 1917 
(uncompleted) no. of lays - ~o. 
Mend! - Di ita 
Dimita itm··.a 
Komi~ - ~ illAl'ep 
Ni~a~~p - Taabul. 

(1) Road , 11rve7ing anc'.. constructi )n 
1.n t~.e 111•ar•r - Tambul sector. 

(2) Ro~d improveoent, maintenance 
and rel' ir in the Mend!-11 ar·ep 
sector. 

(3) Routine nat ive administration~ 

• 
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.J&i,. oduc t1 on 

This report is intended primarily, a• a 
description ot the activi~!•o:» f"lf a patrol vhich 
has ~on operating between Mendi GOTernment Station 
in the Southern Highlands D1atr1ci, and Tam.bul :ease 
c p in the western H11hlands District, durinc the 
past six weeks, and vhich (vorkinc in conjunction 
with a Western Hi&hlanda 6tGtr1ct patrol) has aa 1ts 
primary object, the coapl•tion ot the Menti-Nount Baa•n 
motor transport road. 

With this end in view, the patrol bal been engaged 
ln the repa1~, .. 1ntenance and improve ent ot the 
motor road vhlch bU alread1 been completed between 
Mend! and the Territorial border, and bu al10 com-

noed road construction further to the no_·th-eas• ot 
the border, o as to eventually link up vith the 
1ection ot road which is bein& co111tructed in a south
ves\erly direction troa Taabul. Bal• Caap, tit the Mount 
Jlal•n patrol. The present constructioa vork la be1DI 
carried out in the heavily-timbered area• oa the aorthern 
slopes ot Mount Giluve, at altitudes between seven 
thousand and nine and a halr thousand teet. 

Completion or this road v111 br1D1 Mend.1 Head
quarters ana the :iorthern halt ot the Mend! Sub
Di. str1ct, vithin the framework ot the main La• - Central 
Highlands road 1y1tea. 

As far as is known at present tbe patrol will 
remain in the area until the road la completed, with 
thi! report being ~ sumnary or progress made, an4 
impressions gained, 4ur1ng the first six V"9lt9 in the 
ar~a. 

General native a<hinistration work is being 
carried out in conjunction with the road construction 
programme. 

• •• 
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May 5 

ay 6 

M y 7 

May 8 

May 9 

May 10 

May 11 

May l~ 

M8y 13 

nd 

R p 1.r work w ... commenced on th 1 1f"
Korn, n' D1m1fa-Inep ection 
the road - sora n .tlv • c rtipg r 
ton r sU!'tacing, others radic 
oft patches or ro d. 

tive d sµut ar and ett 1 d. 

Repair vor co 'ltin ed. 1 · ~· di p t s 
heard. Tr ctor badly b gged. 

unday obs rved. 

C rtage of surf cing m terials and 
digg ng out of sort p tche in ro d , 
continued. Tr ctor bog ed for thr 
hours. 

Commenced ~ur!acing ro d with heavy 
stone to depth of 12 inches, in 
place wh r soft gr und ha be n re
moved. 

Tractor bo g d g in. Nati e ff trs. 

Yesterday surf c i ng work con inu d. 

Work aga1 concentrated on th removal 
of muddy patches, nd th ir repl cero nt 
with stone. 

tive ffairs •. ed_c 1 tre troent. 

Commenced work en eliminating and 
resurrac'ng a 5 60 y rd soft patch of 
road wbich h s broken out near Dlmifa 
ceremon1 l ground. 

Continued work at ceremoni 1 groun . • 
Comme~ced hearing of a lo~a land ul put • 

Sunday observed • 

Al~ lcca~ natlv~s a~d p tr~l per$u~n 1 
\ff)rKing c1 .. rn. d n~ar the timber camp 
wh.l'-!h ha been badly cut abut b7 repeat d 
bogging of tractor, due to overloadjng 
tn wet ~eather. 

Mr Cc .... , E.t•t.A.' and M:JSSI·S. Shanahan nd 
Han.nan, PoW.D., ar.dv d by motor-bike and 
tractors fro11 M ndi, +, 1 m. Mr. Cox 
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May 17 

May 18 

Ma;r 19 

May 20 

Ma~ 21 

--4--

inspected the medical a11 post at 
Egar!. ~. Hannan droY• the tractor 
and trailer to Kollia to await tbe 
arrival ot the truot oha1s11 troa 
Mount Hagen. Mr. Shanahan te!ted 
the new t1aber jinter. 

Heay;r rain preYented the party returninc 
to Mend! urtt11 late attarnoon. 

Continued road repairs near the ti•btlr 
camp. MaD7 natives work1 on olearlag 
badly blocli:ed •14• dra1na. 

Repair and surtaclns vark a1a1n. 
Mr. D. ( 7e, P.W.D. arriYed troll 
Mount . .a•n Tia !aabul and Kolda, 
at 11 aa, br1nc1nc the n.. et 
chuaia v1 ta bla. Be •n·· dowa t · 
Mend! and retur.ned b7 tractor la tb~ 
atter:ioon. • writer, police and 
patrol car10, then vent up to lolda 
reat ho se wit h1a. 

Patrol v111tet .. Pa1tor T. Grl-.e 1. A., 
Tari, who la 1.altins tbe ar 1rl a 
YiW to placinc jlt.ecblata UOllC tJM 
Xnda-Bcari sroa • 

Most nati••• work!~ oa roa 
- otller1 vo .. king ea cl...U 
Houe area and oonat tio 
latrille..- ant r bbi pS. t1. 

lfatlve disputes heard. over 
treataent• given. 

Mr. LoYe returned to .. nclt. 

Y.e1terday!1 work contin 4. Se•eral 
br~ten bride•• were repaired. 

More native dispute ¥ere heard &.n4 
m..ical treataent1 given. 

Road surtacing and repairs continued. 
Carried out !'"epairs o rest hou1e and 
police barracks. 

Suncia7 obserYed. 

Mo~t nat1Yes carrying 1toa1.tor ro•d 
surtac1nc. other• nre n• "' to 
Pi•ar•p to cut bark 1h" lq tor tA• 
con1truction nt natiTe ter1 in Me di. 
Appro11mately 100 roll• of 1heet1na were 
obtained. 

co .. •n~ed cultiYation or rest house cardena. 

Commenced the hearins ot the Pila-Vi 1•~ 
land dispute. Runner sent to llferit .&; to 
ascertain whether any previou1 • ·t1 nt · 
has been reached. 

Road and garden work continued • 



Na7 26 

Ma7 27 

liq 28 

May. 29 

Ma,. 30 

Ma7 31 
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Wort tl'le aue aa tor ,e1terda7. 
Bain throqhout moat ot the da7,. 
P11a-Wo1a•1 land d11pute aettl ... 

Road surfacing continued.. Self and 
po ice aar ed •eot1ou moat ln of 
cuberlnc between Koaia and nareg. 

•ati•e dlaputes heard and ••ttled. 

Continued felling tiaber and peu1q out 
road route. 

la 

Yeaterda1'• k t1 111&11 UIOmlt 
ot too4 inar.baae4 • alee i3111ed • 

Lett .iaarep at a.is .. to• !--'al • 
c~, V.B.D. Possible roa4 rout .. not.et. 
Arrived Taabul at i.30 Pat ol. .. , bJ' 
Mr. D. Perlli••l, P.o., o.r.c., t lase 
Calip. 

W f1me11-
o end or H.T. road - i Hour. 

• JIDIBD Creek - l~our•. 
• AJIDB Cereaonial Ground - Hours. 
• MAGI Cereaontal Ground. - Hours. 
• !A.MBUt Basa Camp - Hours. 

Ho native roods &Ya1lable. Rice is•ued. 



J'un• 2 

June 9 

J'une 10 

--6-

Sunda7. Patrol r-1•4 at Tubul. 
D11oua11ona with Mr. Piraiz•l conoernins 
road and allocation ot natl•• labour. 

lo loo4 a•a1lable. Rio• 1•8'194. 

Patl'ol le t TulNl to re to 
C•P •di at Allm a. lro • 
Poaaibl• road a1t• planne4 route. 
Small aao t of natln fooO. pwobal • 
a..YT rai:u. 

SlllldQ ob9erYe4. 
tho c1a7. 

-
1ti.1t and rain. I o natl•• la tor work 
until late atte~noon. 

Conclusion of 41a!7• 
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The prlma17 purpo1ea ot the patrol deacr!bed 
ln this report,, were road cOMtructlon Mint nance 
ud 1aproT••n~,an4 tbe road 1ection of the report 
11 thua outlined t1rat,an4 in 1oaevhat aore detail 
taa.n 11 uaual.. 

£t the pre1ent t1ae the two roa b da are • 
bf ., 1u a1r-mi1•5, but h•r• 1 t 11Ut r ... •~••a t=:t al the di•~• . e not great, • l 
o ~ 11 zio h u• Y•rtual.17 unpopulatel .. ,~~••tiw 
con41t1ou are uauall7 bad in the 1nea, t Id. 
halt thousand feet, altitude level• through vhloll tb.e 
roa4 t be built. Moat ot the a..·u 1• be&T~ t111bore4 
U14 tile 11 h•TJ' and water-log.;.• , ao that, ill 1• al, 
cond1t1 tor •P.Md7 road conatru~1oa are DOC I · 
HoWT a auata1ne4 ettort on both 1eotor1 ot roa4 
ahoul.4 be sutt1c1et to have it opeb· tor light t.ratt1 
in tvo to three months. 

£ 4esorlpt1on ot the varioua section.a ot road 
betv•n eMh rest house or cup 11 11••n below. This 
should give some idea ot the present cnn41t1o ot the 
road and the aaount ot vork still t~ be done. 

l. llnd1-R111lta Section 

This 1eotion or road has been in regular us , br 
traotor, aotor-l>ekes and Land Rover tor the paat two 
J9&rl and is approximately snen 111.l•• in 1- and 
rises through an altitude or alaost two thousand feet 
between Mendi Station and D1m1ta Rest Bouse. 
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Parta pt th1• road are unavoidablJ steep, and 
are subject to scouring and water-locciqi in vet weather,~ 
and, during the present patrol, particular attention va1 
given to the repair and maintenance ot the1e trouble 
spota. The patrol spent titteen days vor ing on thi• 
section, with ettorta beln& mainl.7, concentrated on 
a.abtaing and drain&&•, and the eradic tion ot vater-loaced 
patches and their replac .. ent vith heavy river rubble. 

re, as is the case ln all aections ~t the road, tbe 
cartace ot surfacing uterial1, is t.n extreul1 alov and 
t1 .. -waat1nc proce11, vhen do• b7 }\and, and it 1• 
sU11•1ted that, 1n tuture, a tractor or light truck 
might be used to a4Tantage on this esaential work. 
Should this augceet1on be a~pted, it ls stressed that 
continual and careful. luropean 1upeniaion woUlcS 
necesaar1 to enaure that the work 11 carried out oorrectl1, 
otherwise conaidiarable dalnac• •1gbt be tone to the road 1 
aurtace bf unauperviaed native ivers. 

With re1ular veekl7 u1ntenano• this section ot 
road is quite sd8quate tor the uses !o vh1ch it is be1na 
put - 1.e. rec~ar uae br tour wheel drive vehicle• and 
motor bikea. When the labour position permit•! re-1radinc 
ot JOM ot the ateeper aeotiona ot the road vi l be 
dea1rable, but tnis work is b7 no means urgent. 

2. D11ift•Koaia Seqt1op 

ls 1ect1on ot road is approxi .. tely •lcht to nine 
mile• 1D le~h and paa1e1 throuch comparativelJ, f t~ 
undlllatiDS 1 p and 1raaala-a- on the northern • 1 of 
Mount Glluw. Thi• road 1• quite suitable tof r•&ul.ar 
use bi; tractor and trailer and tour wheel dri•• vehicle• 
and doe• not present arq serious obstacles against beina 
developed into aJood all-weather road. The onl.7 rea1011 
that the potent! ot this aectlon ot road hu not been 
tull.7 drrel ped, 11 that the native• of. the area are ••4e4 
tor more ur1en't work on the nev sections ot ro•4 mar the 
Territorial border. 

There are eight small bridges to be croaae4 ln th11 
area! and these v!ll be renewed when the labotlr position 
perm ts and vhen tratfic warrants it. They are adequate 
tc- ":. present use. 

Three to tour miles of this road ve1·0 surfaced vi th 
heavy and med1U11-sized river rubble during the present 
patrol and this vork "'111 be continued wb•neY r pose1 •· 
J.gain, the use ot a tractor or truck tor the work{ would be 
invalua!>le and vo'1ld enable this section er road o be 
quickly brought up to a good working sta~dard. 

Additional c•bering and drainage work will also 
be necessar7, but is not urgent for the present. 

C 3. Keml•-lfllN•P Section 

This saction or road vas initially constru~ted in 
late 19~5 and it is in this part tha r. problems of construction 
and labour potential first become difficult. Th i s part 
or the road is approximatel1 eight t~ ten miles in length, 
and tor the greater put or its leqtb, passes throuch 
heri]1-;i1bai:t4 IP" HDPPQulatff c.ounpi. rising troa a ne ght o approximately seven t ousan teet at Komia 
Rest House, to nine thousand thre~ hu..'ldred feet at tiaarep • 
. 1aarep is situated either on, or very near to, the Territorial 
border. 
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This road vaa roughl1 coapleted b7' lo••ber 195'5', 
and ha• aince been \lSed by both tractor and Land Bo••r, 
when ••ar1. lo M1ntenance or l•prOTm t 
M.• been oarr!• out on th1• roa 11noe tt vas tirat 

lt, uinJ.7 beoau1e ot 1 rtaa• of ,_a atatt, 
and trie tact that the area ouch which lt paaae1, 11 
•irtuall1 unpopulated • 

Bove•er, the orl11aal road baa v1th••oo4 •roaloe 
quit well and al thoacb ooo ional. re1ra4lns and · 
additional c•bft.1111 and atnaso will be oe11a17 
to enable lt to be ue4 recularl7, th re are no tvtb• 
••riCRla 00119truotlonal probl. ... tn • a Ion. 

i.. Jt•r1M=11Nbtl Crttl; 

Thi• road ha• been con1tructe4 tor a 411 · • ot 
ro,~ tvo aad a half •ll•• pa.at llurep nap aacl l 
1• n this area that comtruction work 11 belns earrlect 
out at present. 

A cup 11 beinc ••t up 1n the buh at Jl1Dlbel er k, 
and the patr 1 onnel and natl•• worker• ¥111 
operat1 troa thil aap from now on. !la• at 
Soutberia B11hlan .. nat1ft• 11•• be ea tour flft 
boun walk troa ihi• up ud lt 1• tllu to 
proY1 •helter and •me tood tor tbe natlft n • 

the dat• that the7 •pend ln the ar• • 

B7 07 1tandarda, the working condltiou are 
mpl-ant and ted1ou ln this ar• and there 11 no 
doubt that th••• ha•• an adv•r•• ettect oa the work1111 
~tt1c1eno1 ot the natl•• labourer•, vhtJ, rataildabl.7 
enough, are soaeti••• 41tt1c1llt in tb•ir attlt de ;ovaru 
vort1111 up here. Bow•••r, the cold and 1 ... ant 
cond1t1ou ot the area, are! 1n tb•••lTea, an en• .. aeat 
t i.'.>V&rda tast work and sWJta ned ettort, 11no• the deair• 
tc. coaplete vork in this area is quite um•tnou. A.a 
soon aa is practicable, (probabl7 in six t •l&ht veeka 
t1M), it is intended that another oup be bu11t at a 
lover altitude on the edge ot the cane-graaa country 
towards Tubul. 

CuMlupiep 

1. With the present amount ot native labour available, 
the ateoks ot road-building implements held b7 the patrol, 
are ad9-q11&t•. 
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Th• 1roupa d1~euased 1n this report are aaonc1t 
the lonae1t-coataoted in the ,._ndi Sub-Di1trict! and 
haY• been to• et both OD thia patrol and on prn oua 
oae1l to be a ce>11paratl••l1 placid and co-operat1Ye 
peop •, particularq wh n it ia r bered that • ll 
patrol to the area dllri1~ the past t o 7eara baa Men 
c~ncerned with road-con1truction •• well a1 noracl 
ada1ni1tratio and ha• brouaht vith 1t a good 4Ml ot ./ 
vork tor tbe natiY•• co erned. 

otual orl .. appears to be alaoat non-existent 1n 
the area and nati•• attairs work 11 confined u1nl.J to 

l

diacuta1oa .and arbitration rather than actual coart work. 
It 1• po•sible that some criMI u1 be lilcldea frOll the 
patrol, but the continual superviaion of a la.re• nta.• 
ot the local populat1on1 and it 11 not 11kel:r that aJl1' seriou1 
matt.r1 could be ooncea1 •· 

A DU11ber or Villa1e Constables and Councillor• were 
apP91nted in the area in 19~ and 195'5' and tor the • st part, 
the1 are shoving a reasonable degree ot etticienc1 and 
enthusiaaa in their work. For the present, it 1• t lt 
that the muaber ot officials in the area 1• autt1c1ent tor 

\

local needa, and turther appointments at this stas• alght o~ 
aene to cause confusion am,,ngst the natives and a division 
of authority aaongst the officials. 

Al ..a .. ntioned in tho previous section of this 
repo t, the section of road now being buJ.lt passes through 
an unpopUla ted area, lthere 1 t 1 s not pos 11 bl• tc•r the 
natl••• to return hoae at n1 ~t 1 where the work is slow ~nd 
heaY7 and where th" climate 1.s unusually cold and wet. 
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A aeclioal aid post has been ••t up at arl Re•t Bouie 
under •.11.c. Bll. Little vaa s• ot 1 patrol, 
sine• the aid poat 11 not 11 tuated on the Uln .~•-·r.l~i• ... 
the ae41cal orderl1 appears to cont1 bi• aati •inlf 
to the Blari area. 

It ls suggested that when staf.f 11 aYailabl•I a 
aedioal a id post 1hould te 1et up at a c•ntral po nt oa 
th• .. 1n roadt since the volime ot natiY• V..ttio pa11ing 
al.Qq the roaa 11 conaiderable, and the lNlldiae t 
aid post at sane point on 1 t, would be logical. A •ucceation 
to this etreot vill be aade to the Medical Aasi1tant-ln-cbar e, 
Mend!. 

tfr1cu1*Uf' aed Liv•ttosk 

J.I ha• already been mentioned earlier in this report! 
local food sup~liea at the present tiae, are quite sutfic ent 
f<Jr nAti ve needs. 
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lat1•• foods grovn in the ar a are or oDl.1 
fair qualitT, both in r gar4 to 11e and pro Ylt7. 

Sll&ll potato•• of the Duropean tTPe, cablllaae, 
toe•! and o om, a:e 1row 1n the ar•, but qa1 

the qual tJ ot these 11 below aTerqe • 

It 1• intended to co1~1u.-.:. 
latout fl'iart ra at 1hort intetRJ~ 
ar•• on the 114e of Mount 011 

ue4 bJ later ulntenan 

£.tteapts will be mad9 to compile a more accurate and 
detailed map or the area, when the next report 1 sulaitted 
from here. 

tll/ ;..;_<'-J ,t, 
A.M. Xeoah1 Patrol Olt1cer1 MencU.. s.H.D. 
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