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Ninety-Four Percent of Preuss School UCSD
Seniors Accepted to Four-Year Institutions
Preuss to celebrate commencement with 102 graduates on Friday,
June 23

In Quynh Truong’s family, obtaining a higher education was an unlikely dream. Born in Vietnam,

Truong immigrated to the U.S. with her parents when she was seven years old. This June, she

will become the first in her family to graduate from high school and go on to college—she will

attend UC Berkeley in the fall. As valedictorian of The Preuss School UCSD’s class of 2017,

Truong will join over 100 of her peers for commencement this Friday, June 23.

“Preuss has been my portal to new knowledge and lessons,” said Truong. “I was raised by this

school to be who I am today, both as a student and an individual. It has taught me

perseverance, commitment, time management, priorities and so many other valuable life skills.”

The Preuss School UCSD is a charter middle and high school for low-income students who strive to become the first in their families to graduate from

college. Photo by Erik Jepsen/UC San Diego
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This June, Quynh Truong will become the first in her family

to graduate high school. She will attend UC Berkeley in the

fall.

A charter middle and high school for low-income students who strive to become the first in

their families to graduate from college, Preuss provides a learning environment for students to

feel both challenged and empowered. Located on the UC San Diego campus, the school offers

a longer school day and school year as well as a rigorous academic curriculum and the support

students need to succeed. As a result, Preuss graduates are consistently accepted to colleges

and universities—this year 94 percent were accepted to a four-year institution.

“We are extremely proud of all of our graduates; each of them are standout scholars who have

worked diligently towards their goal of higher education,” said Scott Barton, principal of The

Preuss School UCSD. “The commitment of Preuss faculty, staff, parents and friends makes a

powerful difference in the lives of each of our students, who are poised to become real change

makers.”

For Truong, giving back to the community is one of her

top priorities. For as long as she can remember, she

has been drawn to art and design and intrigued by the

relationship between buildings and their inhabitants.

When life or school became stressful, Truong found

refuge in sketching and painting, or expressing her

feelings through dance. Last summer, she was

awarded a Putney Student Travel scholarship to

explore Paris, France as an aspiring artist and

architect. Her ultimate goal is to design meaningful

structures, including sustainable homes for those in

need.

“I am a firm believer in service before self,” said Truong, who volunteers regularly in the

community, from beautification projects to singing for the elderly. “Community service allows

me to interact with people in my community who often share my story as a first-generation, low-

income immigrant.”

On Friday, 102 seniors will graduate from The Preuss School. This year there are two

salutatorians, Yareli Cervantes Perez and Natalie Ruybal. Of the graduates heading off to four-

year universities, 8 percent will attend a private or out-of-state university including Cornell

University, Harvard University, University of Southern California and Wesleyan University. The

majority will attend public universities with 53 planning to attend a University of California

campus (29 will attend UC San Diego) and 25 headed to a California State University campus.

Sixteen students will attend community colleges with plans to transfer to a four-year university.



Established 18 years ago, The Preuss School has become known as one of the best high

schools in the nation. Newsweek named Preuss the top transformative school in the nation for

three consecutive years, citing the school’s ability to lead the way in getting low-income and

first-generation students ready for college and beyond. The school also has been consistently

ranked as one of America’s best high schools by Newsweek, The Washington Post and U.S.

News & World Report, among others.

The Preuss graduation will take place at 4 p.m. on Friday, June 23 at the school’s Manchester

Field. For more information on The Preuss School UCSD, visit preuss.ucsd.edu.
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UC San Diego’s Studio Ten 300 offers radio and television connections for media interviews with our faculty,

which can be coordinated via studio@ucsd.edu. To connect with a UC San Diego faculty expert on relevant

issues and trending news stories, visit https://ucsdnews.ucsd.edu/media-resources/faculty-experts.
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